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help the people over there.
So what it boils down to is this, it boils

down to character and trust. I ask you to
just imagine reading about an upheaval
now. We brought peace to the world and
way and tremendous quantities. These
young people here, even these characters,
they go to bed at night without the same
fear of nuclear war. That’s something big.
That is something important for the world,
for mankind.

But the world is not without threat. Imag-
ine in a dangerous situation—the question
is if a crisis arises, at home or abroad, who
do you want to solve the crisis? Who do
you want to do it? You cannot do it with
a leader that has a pattern of deception.
You cannot do it with a leader who went
to a foreign country and demonstrated
against his own country when his people
were at war. Look, a lot of people disagreed
on the war, but not many of them went
to a foreign land and organized a dem-
onstration when kids were being drafted
out of the ghetto and Americans were held
prisoner in Hanoi. I don’t like that. I think
that was wrong.

So in the final analysis, what it boils down
to is who has the experience and who has
the character to lead the greatest, freest
country on the face of the Earth.

I’ll give you another reason to reelect me.
I think we’ve got a great First Lady in Bar-
bara Bush, I’ll tell you. When she holds
those AIDS babies in her arms or when
she reads to those children or when she
lifts up these families, she’s saying family
values do matter. Don’t let the liberals and
the media tell you they don’t. They do mat-
ter. God bless the American families.

I see these signs saying here, ‘‘Annoy the
Media. Reelect Bush.’’ Well, let me tell you
something. We are going to show the pun-
dits and the pollsters that they are wrong.
We are going to win this election.

So now it doesn’t matter what they are
telling us we think. Now it’s up to what
the American people think. We are going
to pull off one of the biggest surprises in
political history. Discard the pundits; dis-
card the pollsters; discard the rhetoric out
of Governor Clinton. Vote for me, and we
will lead this country to new heights.

Thank you, and God bless you. Thank
you and bless you all.

Note: The President spoke at 11:06 a.m. at
the association. In his remarks, he referred
to Tom Judge, chairman, Delaware County
Republican Party, and entertainers the Oak
Ridge Boys.

Remarks on Arrival in Akron, Ohio
November 2, 1992

The President. Thank you, thank you.
Thank you very much. Thank you so much.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. What a terrific Akron wel-
come. Thank you. Thank you for that great
Ohio welcome. Feel good; I feel good.
Thank you very much. Thank you very, very
much for that welcome. All right. Thank
you, Governor.

Let me thank Governor Voinovich. May
I start by thanking your great Governor,
my great friend, George Voinovich, for
being at my side, leading us to victory in
Ohio, and salute Congressman Ralph Reg-
ula, one of the all-time greats in the Con-

gress, who’s with me here today, a great
man. You know, I want to thank Alex
Arshinkoff, a great political leader who you
heard from earlier, and pay my special
thanks to four friends who came with us
here, traveling with me, the Oak Ridge
Boys, great Americans, wonderful musi-
cians.

You know, as you drive down to—there
they are. As you drive down to the wire I
see these signs saying, ‘‘Clean House! Clean
House!’’ Change that one institution, the
United States Congress, that hasn’t changed
in 38 years. So let me tell you what to
do. Obviously, we need Ralph Regula there,
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but send Bob Morgan and Margaret
Mueller to Washington as Congresspeople.
That’s what we need. While we’re at it,
let’s clean Senate and send Mike DeWine
to the United States Senate.

Your Governor is a man of total truth,
like George Washington. He never told a
lie. He just told me we are going to win
Ohio, and I believe him. I’m sure it’s true.

You know, I got a big kick out of this
the other day. I read in the paper that Gov-
ernor Clinton was already planning his inau-
gural parade.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. No problem. Put the pa-

rade on hold, Bill. Put it on hold, because
it’s not the pundits that matter; it’s not the
media back in Washington, DC, that mat-
ters. On Tuesday it is the voter, the Amer-
ican people that matter.

Here’s why we’re going to win it: Because
the choice before the American people is
a choice of real differences, difference in
experience, difference in philosophy, and
yes, difference in character. Character is
important. The American people are going
to have to decide, and they will. The issue
tomorrow is also trust, and they’re going
to have to decide: Who do you trust with
your children? Who do you trust with the
United States of America?

We have literally, through our leadership,
helped dramatically change the world, bring
peace to the world. The young people here
today go to bed at night without the same
fear of nuclear war that their parents had.
That is dramatic change. Now America’s
economy is recovering. We are going to
bring that same leadership, with a
brandnew Congress, to help every single
family here in the United States of America.

You know, one reason that I believe I’m
going to win is that things are getting in
focus on what’s happened in Arkansas. The
press hasn’t wanted to talk about it, but
I do, because I think it is only fair that
the American people know what Governor
Clinton’s record is. They are near the bot-
tom on education, 45th for teachers’ sala-
ries; 50th for environment; terrible on the
economy. He’s had one good year, and
that’s the year he was out of town most
of the time. And the good people of Arkan-
sas deserve better. But here’s what worries

me. Governor Clinton in the debate said,
‘‘I want to do for America what I’ve done
for Arkansas.’’ No way!

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. No, Arkansas changed its

slogan from ‘‘Land of Opportunity’’ to ‘‘Nat-
ural State.’’ I want America to be the land
of opportunity, and it is. It is.

The worst news for Governor Clinton and
the worst news for the liberals that control
the United States Congress is they’ve been
telling us all along that we’ve been in a
recession. We have grown for six straight
quarters, and this quarter grew at 2.7 per-
cent. They’re telling us that we’re worse
than Japan, Germany, and Europe. We are
better than they are, and we’re going to
make it better still and move this country
ahead. Yes, people are hurting. Yes, people
are hurting, but now with things beginning
to move, let’s not go back and take us back
to the tax-and-spend days that brought us
real ruin.

Governor Clinton—you know, you’ve
been reading he talks about investment, we
need more money so we have Government
invest. Let me tell you something. Govern-
ment never made a sound investment in
human beings in their life, or in jobs. It’s
the small business that makes investment.
Let’s help small business: less taxes, less
regulation.

Just so we tell it straight before people
go to the polls, talking about investment,
here’s what Governor Clinton said in 1988
in Newsweek. He said, ‘‘There’s a lot of
evidence you can sell people on tax in-
creases if they think it’s an investment.’’
That was what he said 4 years ago. Now
we hear that cry, ‘‘investment.’’ What he
means is, America, watch your wallets. He’s
coming after you in taxes.

We are not going to let the middle class
pay for that scam. It is a scam. Change,
change, change, change, says Clinton and
the Ozone Man. Change, change, change,
change, change. That’s all you’re going to
have left if he gets in there with more taxes
and more Government spending.

You know why I call him Ozone Man?
Let me tell you something, our administra-
tion has taken the lead on CFC’s inter-
nationally, the thing that causes concern for
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the ozone. We brought you the Clean Air
Act. We’ve done better on forests. We’ve
cleaned up the oceans and the beaches.
But we are not going to go to the extremes
like Gore and Clinton when they say, ‘‘We
want Federal fuel efficiency standards at
40 to 45 miles per gallon.’’ You’ve got some
great auto workers in this State. I am going
to keep them at work, not throw them out
of work.

Change, change, Governor Clinton got in
a huddle with the handlers, and they said
keep talking about change. Let me remind
you of what it was like when we had a
Democratic President and a Democratic
Congress. We had change. We had interest
rates at 21 percent. We had inflation at
15. We had a ‘‘misery index’’ at 20 percent.
We don’t need that kind of change for
America.

What we need instead is a positive agen-
da. We’ve got one for rebuilding our
schools, for reforming health care, for creat-
ing jobs through less spending, less taxation,
and more tax breaks for these businesses.

Governor Clinton—I can just feel it, these
liberals, they want to expand Government,
and I want to expand the American dream.

Now let’s talk trust, and let’s talk char-
acter, because they do matter. I love it when
that national talking-head media take me
on. I love it, because I like a good fight.
There’s no reason my holding back any-
more.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Hey, wait a minute, before
I go any further, we grant amnesty. I want
this clearly understood. Grant amnesty to
these guys over here. Aim your feelings—
and I know you have them because every
time somebody holds up one of those
bumper stickers, it says, ‘‘Annoy the Media.
Re-elect Bush,’’ and everybody in this coun-
try knows what it means. You know what
it means. Everybody knows what it means.

So don’t let them tell you that family
values don’t matter. They do. We want to
strengthen the American family by backing
up our law enforcement people. Do what
Barbara Bush does, reading to those chil-
dren, get the parents to do that. We have
a great First Lady, incidentally.

Give them school choice so the parent

can choose private, public, or religious
schools. We’ve already brought choice in
child care. Strengthen the American family.
Strengthen the American family.

[At this point, there was an interruption in
the audience.]

I think we need a doctor over here. We’ll
get it. Somebody will be coming. And now
let’s finish. And let’s be sure we get atten-
tion. They’ve got somebody—all right?
Okay. We’ll get—is she okay? Now, here
we go. We’ve had a little accident over here.

But let me just say this: It is character
and it is trust that is going to determine
this election. There’s no question about it.
Listen to the words of Horace Greeley. You
young people particularly, remember this.
Here’s what he said. He said, ‘‘Fame is
a vapor, popularity an accident, riches take
wing; only character endures.’’ And this is
true. This is very true.

Governor Clinton said in the debate, he
said it’s not the character of the President,
it is ‘‘the character of the Presidency.’’
Wrong, they’re interlocked. The President
is forming the character of the Presidency.
And that is important.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. We cannot have a pattern
of deception. It’s like any family. A Presi-
dent makes a mistake, he says, ‘‘Look, I
made a mistake. Now let me help continue
to lead this country.’’ You cannot be on
all sides of all issues if you’re President
of the United States.

I’ll give you one example. Let me give
you one example. When I had to make the
toughest decision of my life, whether to
send somebody else’s son, somebody else’s
daughter into combat on Desert Storm, I
made a decision not because it was popular.
We had plenty of people in the media, plen-
ty of people demonstrating, plenty of Con-
gressmen telling me it was wrong. But I
made the right decision. And what did Gov-
ernor Clinton say? He said, ‘‘I agree with
the arguments of the minority, but I guess
I would have voted with the majority.’’
What kind of Commander in Chief will waf-
fle like that?

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. As a result, we crushed

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 07:28 May 21, 2003 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00863 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 D:\PAPERS2\92PAP2.053 APPS10 PsN: 92PAP2



2142

Nov. 2 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

aggression. We lifted the spirits of America.
We honored the Vietnam veterans as well
as the veterans of Desert Storm.

There was a very interesting announce-
ment out of Baghdad, of all places, the other
day, that Saddam Hussein’s government is
planning a party—they said 500,000 peo-
ple—if Governor Clinton wins. Well, Sad-
dam, put it on hold, old fellow, because
we are going to make you live up to every
resolution passed by the United Nations.
We’re going to make you lighten up on
the people of Iraq.

I ask this at the end. We’ve helped the
world become more peaceful by busting up
international communism. But let me tell
you this: The world is still a dangerous
place. I don’t want to cut into the muscle
of our defense. I feel a responsibility to
young people to keep this country strong.
We’ve reduced defense, but we can’t do
what Clinton and Gore want, cut right into
the muscle of the defense. I’m not going
to do that. The reason we’re not is because
it still is a dangerous place, this world of
ours. It’s still a dangerous place. I believe
that we need a Commander in Chief that
the people trust, who has had the experi-

ence and hopefully has demonstrated the
character to lead this country in peace and
to lead it in war.

And so tomorrow——
Audience members. Four more years!

Four more years! Four more years!
The President. So tomorrow when you

go into that polling booth——
Audience members. Four more years!

Four more years! Four more years!
The President. So tomorrow when you

go into that polling booth, pollsters be
darned, everything else aside, I ask for your
support. I ask for your trust to lead this
great country for 4 more years.

Thank you, and may God bless the great-
est country on the face of the Earth. May
God bless the United States of America.

Don’t listen to these guys that say we’re
in decline. We are the United States. God
bless you all. Thank you very much. Great
rally. Now go to the polls, Ohio.

Note: The President spoke at 1:52 p.m. at
Akron-Canton Regional Airport. In his re-
marks, he referred to Alex Arshinkoff, Sum-
mit County Republican chairman.

Remarks on Arrival in Louisville, Kentucky
November 2, 1992

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you so very much. Thank you, thank
you, thank you.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you very much. Let
me just start by thanking first all of you
for this great Kentucky welcome and a great
Kentucky sendoff into the final hours of
the campaign. Tomorrow, let’s do the coun-
try a favor and give the country back to
the people by sending some new Represent-
atives to the United States Congress. Let’s
send Dave Williams to the Senate. And you
know, you hear a lot about the able women
candidates, strong, powerful women. We
have one right here in Susan Stokes. I want
to see her win. Get her in there. Get her

up there. You talk about cleaning House,
we can start right here, I’ll tell you. May
I thank Mitch McConnell, who has been
at my side through thick and thin. We
climbed off the plane, and he said, we are
going to win Kentucky. What a great Sen-
ator you have.

You know, the last couple of days, I don’t
know whether you saw it here, but Gov-
ernor Clinton’s been talking about his inau-
gural parade and playing sax—wait a——

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. ——playing his saxophone

in the White House. Well, I told him, hold
on, Bill, not so fast. Don’t believe the poll-
sters; believe the American people. We are
going to win the election.

No, that’s the way it works. You go to the
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