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young men and women would return alive,
victorious, and well.

And let me say this: This town and all
the good people of this State responded
in a way that brought this country together
unlike anything since the end of World War
II. We lifted up the country and with it
the veterans of Vietnam and every other
occasion, all because we stood firm and did
what was right.

I learned then the agony of making a
really difficult decision, one where you have
to send somebody else’s son or somebody
else’s daughter into combat. And it isn’t
an easy decision. I believe that you have
to have the experience. I think you have
to have the character. I hope you have to
have the strength to be able to make a
difficult call like that in the face of all the
controversy; in the face of all the press tell-
ing you hadn’t made your case; in face of
all those experts telling us how many body
bags would be taken overseas. I made a
tough call. I did it not to be popular but
because it was right. I know I can do it.
I know I can lead this country to 4 more
years of prosperity.

So your call is: Who best to lead the
United States of America into new prosper-
ity? Who best? Who best to say to these

young kids, our best days are ahead of us?
Who best to accept the trust, the trust of
the American people to be in that Oval
Office?

Thank you for all you’ve done. Thank you
in the inside and the 10,000 people outside.
Thank you for what you’re doing. Now, go
to the polls, elect these people here with
me. Do something for your country. Keep
America on the move. And don’t let them
tell you we’re a nation in decline. We are
the freest, the fairest, the greatest nation
on the face of the Earth. Now, let’s go
and win this election.

May God bless you all. May God bless
the United States of America. Thank you.
Thank you very much.

Note: The President spoke at 7 p.m. at Sikor-
sky Memorial Airport. In his remarks, he
referred to the Paul Overstreet and
Gunsmoke bands; George L. (Doc) Gunther,
State senator; Betsy Heminway and J. Brian
Gaffney, Connecticut Bush-Quayle ’92 co-
chairmen; Richard Foley, Connecticut Re-
publican State Central Committee chairman;
Fred Biebel, former Connecticut Republican
Party chairman; and Prescott Bush, his
brother.

Remarks to the Community in Madison, New Jersey
November 2, 1992

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you so much. Here we go for the
last day. Thank you all. Thank you so very
much. Thank you. May I start by thanking
Rush Limbaugh. And last night, Governor
Clinton was at the Meadowlands with Rich-
ard Gere and other Hollywood liberals.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. Well, here’s a good deal

for you. Let Governor Clinton have Richard
Gere. I’ll take Rush Limbaugh any day.

May I salute Governor Tom Kean.
There’s a great nostalgia in this State wish-
ing they had Tom Kean back because they
don’t like the tax-and-spend policies of Gov-
ernor Florio. My friend, Dean Gallo, great

Congressman; and Mayor Capen and Jinny
Littel; and the Madison High School and
Chatam High School bands. It’s just great
to have them here today.

You know, you see some strange reports.
Yesterday or the day before they had Gov-
ernor Clinton talking about his inaugural
parade. My advice is, put the parade on
hold, Governor, because I am going to win
this election tomorrow.

The pundits don’t matter. These national
pollsters who have been all over the field,
they don’t matter. What Governor Clinton
doesn’t understand, it is the people in that
booth tomorrow that matter. They don’t
want somebody who is going to expand the
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American Government. They want some-
body like me who is going to expand the
American dream and make life better for
every young person here today.

You know, the choice tomorrow is based
on these points: a vast difference in experi-
ence, a vast difference in philosophy, and
yes, Rush is right, a vast difference in char-
acter. That matters. Don’t let them tell you
it doesn’t matter. I guess it boils down to
this when you go into the booth all across
this country: Who do you trust? If there’s
a crisis out there, who do you trust with
your family? Who do you trust with the
future of this country?

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you very much. I
had planned to ruin part of this rally by
talking about the Arkansas record. I won’t
do it to you. I won’t do it to you. But
I will say this: I remember coming to——

Audience member. Give ’em hell, George!
The President. I don’t give them hell, I

just tell them the truth, and they think it’s
hell. You know, it’s like Truman said. But
let me point this out: Governor Clinton has
the 50th record, 50 out of 50, at the bottom,
in environmental initiatives. I came to this
State 4 years ago and said we’re going to
clean up those beaches, we’re going to stop
ocean dumping; we’re going to get a Clean
Air Act. We’ve got a good record on the
environment, and Governor Clinton has the
50th in the entire country down there in
Arkansas.

As we approach the environment, we
ought not to go to the extreme, like Ozone
Man does. He’d throw everyone—he’s
backtracking so fast he looks like the guy
on the unicycle we just saw, going back-
wards. We’ve got to have a little more con-
cern about the working man and the work-
ing woman in this country and still be good
for the environment. And that’s what we’ve
been.

You know, 48th in the percentage of
adults with high school diplomas, 48th in
spending on corrections, 46th on teachers’
salaries, 45th on the overall well-being of
children. Then Governor Clinton gets up
and says, ‘‘I will do for America what I’ve
done for Arkansas.’’ No way, Bill! No way!

The bad news for Governor Clinton is

that there’s good news for this country.
We’ve got a long way to go. We’ve got to
help people. But when the economy is
showed to be not in a recession, as he’s
been telling the country, but growing at
2.7 percent, that came as bad news, because
the only way they can win is to convince
the people of America that we are in decline
and that the economy is awful. Yes, it needs
to improve, but the worst thing we could
do is put a tax-and-spend liberal back into
that White House.

You know, in this campaign Governor
Clinton said, ‘‘Well, I’m a different kind
of a Democrat, especially on the economy.’’
He says he doesn’t favor middle class taxes,
he wants investment. He’s talking about
Government investing. Now, remember
that, and listen to this. Here’s what he said
in Newsweek magazine: Bill Clinton says,
and this is an exact quote, ‘‘There’s a lot
of evidence you can sell people on tax in-
creases if they think it’s an investment.’’
Those were his own words, his own duplic-
ity. When he says ‘‘investment,’’ America,
watch your wallet. He’s talking about taxes.

Now, you got plenty of that message right
here in New Jersey, déjà vu all over again
with Jim Florio, higher taxes, more spend-
ing, economic stagnation. We’re going to
change all that. When Bill Clinton’s blowing
that ‘‘taxophone’’—[laughter]—middle class
America will be singing the blues. We just
can’t let that happen to the United States.

Governor Clinton says he’s the candidate
of change. What he means by that is he
wants—and this is his numbers—‘‘I want
to tax $150 billion more. I want $220 billion
more in new spending.’’ You talk about
trickle-down, that is trickle-down Govern-
ment, take it from you and let Government
spending. We cannot do that.

And I would remind America what it was
like the last time we had a man coming
in with exactly the same approach. When
Jimmy Carter left office, or just before, we
had inflation at 15 percent. We had interest
rates at 21 percent, 21 percent. We had
the ‘‘misery index’’ at 20. America was then
in decline until Ronald Reagan and I came
along and straightened it out and gave hope
for this country.

The way we’re going to do that—New
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Jersey is a great export State. We are going
to create more American jobs by selling
the best product in the world, ‘‘Made in
America’’ products, overseas. We’re going
to open these foreign markets. And it is
small business that creates the jobs. Instead
of putting the money in Government, how
about a little tax relief for the people along
Main Street? How about less taxes, less reg-
ulation, less lawsuits?

We need legal reform. We are suing each
other too much in this country and caring
for each other too little. And the trial law-
yers won’t let the slippery one do anything
about it at all. They won’t let him do any-
thing about it at all. The head trial lawyer
in Arkansas said he’s never been for reform.
And we are going to reform it so doctors
can practice medicine, Little League coach-
es can coach, good Samaritans along the
highway can help their fellow man without
fear of a crazy lawsuit.

Health care: We’ve got the best plan.
Make insurance available to all, but do not
let the Government screw around with the
quality of health care in this country.

In education we’ve got the new approach:
reform. More than that, it is actually revolu-
tionizing education. Bypass the powerful
NEA, and let the teachers and the parents
and the communities have more say in edu-
cation without mandates from the Federal
Government. And beside that, one way to
make all schools better is for parents to
have the choice of whatever school they
want, private, public, or religious. Given
them competition and give those parents
a needed break.

Crime: Let me be clear where I stand
on that one. I support the men and women
who are out there in our neighborhoods
every single day, trying to fight against the
criminal elements. I’m talking about the po-
lice, the local police, the State police, who-
ever it is. I support the police officers and
not the criminals. You know, we need
more—I think of Dean Gallo here and what
he’s doing for the victims of crime. He’s
been a leader in Congress for that. And
I believe we need more sympathy for the
victims of crime and a little less, a little
less for the criminals themselves.

They talk about getting the deficit down.
With the new Congress—and there’s going

to be over 100, maybe 150. And you know
why they’re going there? Because the lead-
ership that’s controlled the Congress for 38
years has messed it up so bad they can’t
even run a two-bit bank, say nothing about
a tiny little post office. They’re going to
clean House. And with them will come a
lot of new Members of Congress. And when
that happens, how about protecting the tax-
payers with this: a balanced budget amend-
ment; a taxpayer check-off so the taxpayer
gets to allocate 10 percent of his taxes to
making the Congress bring that deficit
down; a line-item veto so the President can
do—[applause]. And I like that concept of
giving the Congress back to the people and
having term limits so these people don’t
become entrenched over the years.

And now let’s talk a little about character,
because I really believe that the Presidency
is shaped by the—you know, Governor
Clinton said it’s not the character of the
President, it is ‘‘the character of the Presi-
dency.’’ Wrong, Bill, wrong. They are
interlocked. You have to have the trust of
the people through character, and you have
to have the trust of the world when you
are President of the United States.

You know, I quoted Horace Greeley in
one of the debates. And here’s what he
said. He said, ‘‘Fame’’—and think about this
now—‘‘Fame is a vapor, popularity an acci-
dent, riches take wing; only character en-
dures.’’ That is so true. And I think it is
especially true of the Presidency. It matters
not just because of the plans you make but
the crises that you never foresee.

And we simply cannot take a risk on Gov-
ernor Clinton. He is wrong for America
on the issues, and I believe I am better
for America on character. He goes after
me with a vengeance. And let me tell you
something, I’m not the guy who invented
the word ‘‘slick.’’ I did say ‘‘slippery when
wet,’’ and I’ll stand with that. But I did
not say ‘‘slick.’’ That came from the primary.
That came from his own hometown news-
papers. So I am going to say, let them speak
for them; I’ll speak for me. I am a better,
I will be a better President for the young
people in this country for 4 more years
than Governor Clinton ever would. Here’s
why. Here’s why.
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Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Here is why. You know,
as President you cannot be on all sides of
every issue. You’ve got to look people in
the eye, call them as you see them, like
the umpire. If you make a mistake, say so,
and then go on about leading the American
people. But Governor Clinton, one day he’s
for the NAFTA agreement; the next day
he’s against it. One day he’s for term limits,
oh yes; in the debate he opposes it. One
day he’s going to go for these taxes, and
then the next day he backs away. One day
he’s for fuel efficiency standards that would
throw a lot of auto workers out of work;
the next day he backs away, and he’s going
to study that one.

Here’s what he said, his own words, on
the Persian Gulf: ‘‘I agree with the argu-
ments the minority made, but I guess I
would have voted with the majority.’’ What
kind of Commander in Chief would that
be?

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. And in spite of the

harassing from the media—listen, I’ve got
to define the ground rules on the media.
I love these signs, ‘‘Annoy the Media. Re-
elect Bush.’’ And every one of you know
what that means. Every one of you know
that there has not been objectivity in the
coverage. Every one of you know it. And
they are having their own debates, all these
talking heads: ‘‘Have we been fair? Well,
this is the way we do it. That’s the way
we do it.’’ And everyone knows that they’re
covering up the fact this has been the most
biased year in the history of Presidential
politics. But we don’t need them anymore.
We don’t need them. I take out as much
ire on these Republican talking heads on
the talk shows on Sunday as I do on the
Democrats. They’re all running for cover.
And we are going to show them wrong.

I’ll tell you who else we’re going to show
wrong. It was Saddam Hussein’s govern-
ment. A couple of days ago they said they
were going to have a celebration, 500,000
people in downtown Baghdad, thinking I
was going to lose. And then yesterday they
kind of backed away from—well, I’ve got
a message for Saddam Hussein: You’re
going to have to contend with me. You’re

going to have to do what the United Nations
said. We’re going to keep the pressure on
you until you take the pressure off your
own people.

So here it is. Here is what is going to
determine this election. Yes, it is trust, and
yes, it is character. Because, look, we’ve
come a long way. These kids in these bands
go to bed at night without the same fear
of nuclear war as their mothers and dad
had. That is dramatic change. It is world-
wide change, and we helped bring it about.

But here’s the problem. We still have
problems out there threatening this coun-
try. Who knows where the next crisis will
appear? And imagine a dangerous situation;
an American leader totally without experi-
ence, completely untested; a person who
couldn’t even call it right when aggression
threatened the whole world. And what we
see is a troubling pattern of deception, an
ingrained habit of trying to lead people by
misleading them. And when that crisis oc-
curs, and you can bet it will, the entire
world looks to the President of the United
States of America, looks to his experience,
looks to his determination. And they will.
They will count on his character.

I have been tested. We’ve managed the
world change of almost Biblical proportions.
And our success can be measured by the
headlines that were never written, the
countless crises that never occurred. Let’s
keep a President in that Oval Office who
is strong and knows to stand up for America.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. And let me give you an-
other reason to reelect me. I’ve tried very
hard to stand for true family values there,
respecting all different kinds and sizes of
family, but standing for values like safety
in the neighborhoods and teachers, support-
ing them, and discipline in the family, re-
spect for this flag of ours, whatever it may
be. I’ve tried to stand for that all along.

And tomorrow you’re going to have a
major decision to make on who do you trust
to stay in that Oval Office. Let me tell you
something. I think we’ve got one good rea-
son, because every time Barbara Bush holds
a little child in her arms, an AIDS baby,
or reads to them, she is demonstrat-
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ing compassion. And believe me, we have
the best First Lady we possibly could have.

Audience members. Barbara! Barbara!
Barbara!

The President. I know it’s unfashionable
to talk about faith, but I remember that
cold day up in Camp David when we had
to make this terrible decision about sending
the sons and daughters of New Jersey into
Desert Storm, into combat. And my experi-
ence in combat, the pride I felt in wearing
the uniform of this country made a dif-
ference in how I made that decision. On
that cold day in Camp David, Barbara and
I went to that little chapel, and yes, we
prayed that I would do the right thing and
that these young men and women would
come home safe. And they did. They lifted
up the morale of this country. They lifted
the burden off the veterans of Vietnam.
They raised with pride service to country.
And I’ll tell you something: It was a proud
moment. And the press and the media are
not going to distort it. It was decent and
noble and made us the leader of the entire
world.

So now we go. The last day I will ever

campaign for myself for President of the
United States or anything else, and I can’t
tell you what this crowd means. So just
take this enthusiasm and go to the polls,
take your neighbor, get that Local 172 mo-
bilized. You talk about good, decent, hard-
working Americans. Fantastic. Get them to
the polls. Vote for trust and character and
lifting up this country.

And don’t let Governor Clinton win based
on the country in decline. Look, we are
the United States of America. We are the
envy of the world. We are one Nation under
God, the world leader. Don’t let them for-
get it. Vote for George Bush.

Thank you all very much. May God bless
our great country. Thank you very, very
much. What a great send-off. Fantastic.
Thank you very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 8:03 a.m. at
the Hartley Dodge Memorial Building. In
his remarks, he referred to actor Richard
Gere; radio commentator Rush Limbaugh;
Mayor Donald R. Capen of Madison; and
Virginia Littel, State Republican chair.

Remarks to the Briarcliff Father and Son Athletic Association in
Glenolden, Pennsylvania
November 2, 1992

Thank you very, very much. Thanks for
coming out in the rain. And let me just
say this: I am very grateful to all of you,
grateful to Tom Judge. I want to salute
Congressmen Curt Weldon and Larry
Coughlin, Bob Walker, with us. You know,
you see a lot of signs saying ‘‘Clean House!’’
People are tired of the Congress the way
it is. So send Larry Hollin and send Craig
Snyder to Washington. May I send a special
vote of thanks to the Oak Ridge Boys and
urge that we send Arlen Specter back to
the United States Senate. And let me thank
so many people who are working hard to
guarantee a Republican victory throughout
Pennsylvania.

You know, Governor Clinton has gotten
a little premature. He’s talking about his

inaugural parade. My advice to him is: Put
the parade on hold, Bill; you’re not going
to win this election.

Tomorrow, you see, it’s not the pollsters,
and it’s not the national press, it is the peo-
ple that decide these elections. That’s what
we’re going to show them tomorrow. The
reason we’re going to win is this: Because
the choice the American people have is
about a difference in experience, a dif-
ference in philosophy, and yes, a difference
in character. Character matters. Parents are
going to say, ‘‘Who do I trust our kids with?’’
And I believe the answer is George Bush.

You know, Governor Clinton made a
scary statement in one of the debates. He
said, ‘‘I want to do for this country what
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