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bors of our airports as they grow with the
economy. A small and successful State block
grant program, shifting funds and decision-
making for small airport development from
the Federal to the State level, will be con-
tinued and expanded.

Not all of our goals were achieved, but
the bill is a substantial gain for the Amer-
ican people. I am disappointed, however,
that the legislation intended to accompany
ratification of the Montreal Protocols to the
Warsaw Convention was dropped from the

bill this year, but we will work for enact-
ment of such legislation and ratification of
the Protocols in the 103rd Congress.

This is an important bill for our Nation,
and I am pleased to sign it into law.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
October 31, 1992.

Note: H.R. 6168, approved October 31, was
assigned Public Law No. 102-581.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on Emergency Food
Shipments to Armenia
October 31, 1992

The President authorized today the im-
mediate transport of emergency food ship-
ments to Armenia. The President ordered
this action in response to an urgent request
October 30 from Armenian President
Levon Ter-Petrosyan concerning critical
shortages of wheat grain in Armenia caused
by unstable political and economic condi-
tions in the Caucasus region.

To assist Armenia in this current crisis,
the United States will begin to airlift on
November 1, employing four U.S. Air Force
C–5 aircraft from Kelly Air Force Base in
San Antonio, TX. These aircraft will trans-
port 236 metric tons of all purpose flour
for delivery to the Armenian capital of

Yerevan during the next few days.
In order to address the longer term win-

ter food needs of the Armenian people, the
United States has begun the shipment by
sea of 66,000 metric tons of wheat grain.
The U.S. will also transport 3,000 metric
tons of processed commodities from ware-
houses in Turkey.

Today’s action by the President dem-
onstrates anew U.S. commitment to the
welfare of the Armenian people and to the
independence of Armenia. It is another ex-
ample of the close bilateral relationship be-
tween the United States and the govern-
ment of Armenian President Levon Ter-
Petrosyan.

White House Statement on Disaster Assistance for Florida,
Louisiana, Hawaii, and Guam
October 31, 1992

The President today made available
emergency appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD). These funds will provide assistance
in Florida, Louisiana, Hawaii, and Guam
to victims of Hurricanes Andrew and Iniki
and Typhoon Omar.

These funds were appropriated in Public

Law 102–368, the Dire Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 1992, which was
signed into law on September 23, 1992.
These funds were made available contin-
gent upon the President submitting budget
requests to the Congress and designating
the amounts requested as emergency re-
quirements. Forwarding these requests for
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