
2122

Oct. 31 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

These pundits, I feel like Harry Truman
does about these pundits. And let me be
clear: I’m not talking about these guys with
the cameras here tonight. People take it
out on them. These are the good guys.
We’ve granted them amnesty until Novem-
ber 4th, and we’re all for them. But I’m
talking about these deadly talking heads that
come on these Sunday television—some
Republicans, I’m embarrassed to say, and
a heck of a lot of Democrats and a lot
of others that make you think that they’re
sent down from heaven. But let me tell
you something. I am not giving them hell,
I’m doing like Harry Truman says: I tell
the truth, and they think it’s hell. [Laughter]
But they are not going to decide this elec-
tion. The decision is going to be made on
who’s got the best program to lift this coun-
try up, move us out of what has been a
global recession, and lead us to new pros-
perity for the young people here today.

And it’s also going to be this: People real-
ize that though the world is more peaceful,
it is not totally free and safe. There’s going
to be a crisis. Someday, sure enough, there
will be a crisis. I have found out the hard
way that you have to make the decision.
And I have tried to keep the trust that
you have placed in me as President of the
United States.

Let me tell you what it was like. Barbara
and I sat up there at Camp David, or at-
tended church a day or two before we had
to make this decision, before I made this
decision on sending your sons and your
daughters to Kuwait. And it is not easy.
It is not an easy decision. I’ll be very candid
with you. We went to church there, a little
chapel, and prayed that we do the right
thing, that I make the right call, that I make
the right decision. And we did that, and
we liberated a tiny little land. And in the
process we elevated the United States to
the most respected leadership role in the
entire world.

So I hope I have earned your trust. And
so when the American people go into that
voting booth on November 3d, I am going
to look them in the eye and look at each
one of you here in the eye, and I say this:
I ask for your support for 4 more years
based on trust and character and the ability
to lead this, the greatest nation on the face
of the Earth.

May God bless the United States. Thank
you for a fantastic rally. It is unbelievable.
Thank you. Thank you all.

Note: The President spoke at 8:50 p.m. on
the observation deck of the Spirit of America
train.

Statement on Signing the Airport and Airway Safety, Capacity, Noise
Improvement, and Intermodal Transportation Act of 1992
October 31, 1992

Today I am signing into law H.R. 6168,
the ‘‘Airport and Airway Safety, Capacity,
Noise Improvement, and Intermodal Trans-
portation Act of 1992.’’

This legislation maintains the flow of cap-
ital to our Nation’s infrastructure, ensuring
the preeminent position of American avia-
tion. Airport grants funding alone will pro-
vide more than 75,000 jobs to the economy
in this fiscal year.

I have instructed the Secretary of Trans-
portation to expedite the review and ap-
proval of projects funded by this legislation.
We are prepared to put these dollars to

work quickly in communities across Amer-
ica. This Act and the historic Intermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of
1991 that I signed last December together
demonstrate my Administration’s resolve to
improve our Nation’s transportation infra-
structure.

This bill will authorize substantial funding
for the next 3 years to modernize the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration’s air traffic
control system. The bill also adopts several
other notable aspects of our proposals. It
increases discretionary grants for noise
abatement, which will make better neigh-
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bors of our airports as they grow with the
economy. A small and successful State block
grant program, shifting funds and decision-
making for small airport development from
the Federal to the State level, will be con-
tinued and expanded.

Not all of our goals were achieved, but
the bill is a substantial gain for the Amer-
ican people. I am disappointed, however,
that the legislation intended to accompany
ratification of the Montreal Protocols to the
Warsaw Convention was dropped from the

bill this year, but we will work for enact-
ment of such legislation and ratification of
the Protocols in the 103rd Congress.

This is an important bill for our Nation,
and I am pleased to sign it into law.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
October 31, 1992.

Note: H.R. 6168, approved October 31, was
assigned Public Law No. 102-581.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on Emergency Food
Shipments to Armenia
October 31, 1992

The President authorized today the im-
mediate transport of emergency food ship-
ments to Armenia. The President ordered
this action in response to an urgent request
October 30 from Armenian President
Levon Ter-Petrosyan concerning critical
shortages of wheat grain in Armenia caused
by unstable political and economic condi-
tions in the Caucasus region.

To assist Armenia in this current crisis,
the United States will begin to airlift on
November 1, employing four U.S. Air Force
C–5 aircraft from Kelly Air Force Base in
San Antonio, TX. These aircraft will trans-
port 236 metric tons of all purpose flour
for delivery to the Armenian capital of

Yerevan during the next few days.
In order to address the longer term win-

ter food needs of the Armenian people, the
United States has begun the shipment by
sea of 66,000 metric tons of wheat grain.
The U.S. will also transport 3,000 metric
tons of processed commodities from ware-
houses in Turkey.

Today’s action by the President dem-
onstrates anew U.S. commitment to the
welfare of the Armenian people and to the
independence of Armenia. It is another ex-
ample of the close bilateral relationship be-
tween the United States and the govern-
ment of Armenian President Levon Ter-
Petrosyan.

White House Statement on Disaster Assistance for Florida,
Louisiana, Hawaii, and Guam
October 31, 1992

The President today made available
emergency appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD). These funds will provide assistance
in Florida, Louisiana, Hawaii, and Guam
to victims of Hurricanes Andrew and Iniki
and Typhoon Omar.

These funds were appropriated in Public

Law 102–368, the Dire Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 1992, which was
signed into law on September 23, 1992.
These funds were made available contin-
gent upon the President submitting budget
requests to the Congress and designating
the amounts requested as emergency re-
quirements. Forwarding these requests for
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