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Statement on Signing the Veterans Benefits Act of 1992

October 29, 1992

Today I am signing into law H.R. 5008,
the “Veterans Benefits Act of 1992.” This
bill, which is a landmark in veterans’ legisla-
tion, reflects America’s continuing recogni-
tion of the invaluable contributions that vet-
erans and their families have made to our
Nation. It includes a major reform of the
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation
(DIC) program and significant improve-
ments in a variety of other veterans” bene-
fits.

H.R. 5008 brings a new measure of fair-
ness to the DIC program, which provides
benefits to the surviving spouses and chil-
dren of those who die in service or whose
deaths after service are related to their serv-
ice-connected disabilities. Under current
law, DIC benefits are based on military rank
and length of service. As a result, survivors
who have experienced the same misfor-
tune—a service-connected death—receive
widely differing payments.

H.R. 5008 replaces this inequitable sys-
tem with one in which surviving spouses
receive the same basic monthly payment
of $750. This is $134 more than the current
minimum DIC payment. Recognizing the
effect that total disability can have on a
family’s income, the bill provides an addi-
tional $165 per month to families of certain
service-disabled veterans. For families with
children, the current per child benefit is
increased, almost tripling by fiscal year
1995.

Education benefits available under the
Montgomery GI Bill also increase under
H.R. 5008. Our Nation has a proud tradi-
tion of assisting veterans in the smooth tran-

sition from military to civilian life through
educational and training assistance. Indeed,
the GI Bill programs have been widely ac-
claimed as the best investment America has
made. These programs have promoted qual-
ity education for our country’s veterans,
providing them the opportunity to be the
best that they can be. This Nation remains
committed to these programs.

I am also gratified that H.R. 5008 benefits
our veterans in many other ways. It im-
proves the Department of Veterans Affairs
programs of educational assistance, voca-
tional rehabilitation and training, and insur-
ance. In addition, H.R. 5008 restores eligi-
bility for Veterans Readjustment Appoint-
ments with the Federal Government to all
Vietnam-era veterans through December
31, 1995.

I have often said that we must remember
a statement made by President Kennedy:
“A nation reveals itself not only by the men
and women it produces, but by the men
and women it remembers.” On behalf of
the American people, I am proud to sign
this bill that expresses our Nation’s grati-
tude and continuing commitment to our
veterans and their families.

GEORGE BusH

The White House,
October 29, 1992.

Note: H.R. 5008, approved October 29, was
assigned Public Law No. 102-568. This state-
ment was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on October 30.

Statement on Signing the Federal Courts Administration Act of 1992

October 29, 1992

Today I am signing into law S. 1569, the
“Federal Courts Administration Act of
1992.” T am pleased that the bill explicitly
authorizes an American national to file suit
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in the United States for the recovery of
treble damages against the perpetrators of
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international terrorism. This will ensure
that, if needed, a remedy will be available
for Americans injured abroad by senseless
acts of terrorism.

My approval of this bill also enacts a num-
ber of recommendations made by the Fed-
eral Courts Study Committee and contains
a number of other important provisions for
the judicial branch and its personnel. In
addition, the bill makes certain important
amendments to the Contract Disputes
Act—amendments that will serve to provide
a more efficient and fair resolution of con-
tract disputes for many of those who do
business with the Federal Government.

S. 1569 abolishes the Temporary Emer-
gency Court of Appeals (TECA), which was
established in 1970 to rule on appeals of
certain oil price control cases. TECA’s ap-
pellate jurisdiction will be transferred to the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Cir-
cuit. I hope and expect that the Federal
Circuit will adopt TECA precedent, just as
the Federal Circuit earlier adopted Court
of Claims precedent when its appellate ju-
risdiction was transferred to the Federal

Circuit. Adoption of TECA precedent
would reduce any uncertainty prompted by
the change of appellate jurisdiction, reduc-
ing delay in resolution of these matters and
assisting the Department of Energy’s efforts
to bring these petroleum cases to a proper
conclusion.

Although I have signed S. 1569, I will
also withhold my approval of H.R. 6185.
While both bills contain many of the same
provisions, the amendments to the Contract
Disputes Act contained in S. 1569 will bet-
ter serve the public interest of improving
the resolution of contract claim disputes be-
tween the Federal Government and its con-
tractors.

GEORGE BusH

The White House,
October 29, 1992.

Note: S. 1569, approved October 29, was
assigned Public Law No. 102-572. This state-
ment was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on October 30.

Remarks to the Kentucky Fried Chicken Convention in Nashville,

Tennessee
October 30, 1992

The President. Thank you, John Cranor.
Thank you very much. Thank you, John and
Kitty, and president Kyle Craig, and John
Neal, Charlie Middleton, and all the other
franchise leaders. It is, indeed, a pleasure
to be here. I want to salute the man that
walked in with me, one of the truly great
leaders that has ever been in the United
States Senate, now in private business, but
my dear friend and really a real statesman,
Senator Howard Baker, who’s with us here
today.

Well, we're getting down to the wire. And
you know, in this campaign we’ve been to
many States, towns large and small in every
corner of this great Nation. Yet I still have
one burning question: Where the heck is
Lake Edna? [Laughter] Just kidding. Steve
Provost works with me—and was with this
company—is at my side, and he gave me

all the advice, all the hints about this fantas-
tic get-together here.

But my friends over here in the national
media, and I use that term advisedly—
[laughter]—want to know exactly—oh, I
love that bumper sticker, “Annoy the
Media. Re-elect Bush”—[laughter]—
andeverybody knows what it means. I ap-
peal for amnesty to these guys, particularly
the guys that are doing the heavy lifting,
you know who you are over here, and the
photo dogs and others. If you want to join
me in taking out your wrath on the media,
which is a little dangerous because they
have the last word, I suggest we look at
the faceless talking heads on those Sunday
morning talk shows, those Republicans and
Democrats who have written me off long
ago. We're
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