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Statement on Signing the Indian Health Amendments of 1992

October 29, 1992

Today I am signing into law S. 2481, the
“Indian Health Amendments of 1992.” S.
2481 reauthorizes appropriations for health
services for American Indians and Alaska
Natives.

S. 2481 continues Indian scholarship and
training programs, thereby assuring an
available source of health care professionals
to serve American Indian and Alaska Native
communities. In addition, the bill expands
primary and preventive health programs,
emphasizing mental as well as physical
health. The bill’s other significant new or
expanded activities include the encourage-
ment of Native Americans to enroll in
Medicare and Medicaid, continued services
to urban Native Americans, and expansion
of substance abuse programs.

S. 2481 also contains specific health care
objectives drawn from the U.S. Public
Health Service’s “Healthy People 2000 re-
port and ties the allocation of resources to
these objectives. This new approach will
prove useful in measuring progress toward
the goal of raising the health status of Amer-
ican Indians and Alaska Natives to the high-
est possible level.

Although S. 2481 clearly contains a num-
ber of provisions to improve the health of
Native Americans and Alaska Natives, it also

includes provisions that are problematic.
For example, the bill prohibits third-party
collections from self-insured health plans
for services provided by the Indian Health
Service (IHS). This prohibition actually re-
duces the number of Native Americans and
Alaska Natives who can be served and sets
an undesirable precedent. In addition, the
establishment of yet more categorical au-
thorities in S. 2481, especially grants for
specified tribes or tribal organizations, is
counterproductive to a rational allocation
of limited resources.

Finally, S. 2481 also includes a “Buy
American” provision that directs the IHS
to comply with the requirements of the Buy
American Act with respect to its construc-
tion procurements. This provision will not
apply to the extent that I determine it would
violate the Nation’s international obligations
under the General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade or any other international agree-
ment to which this country is a party.

GEORGE BusH
The White House,
October 29, 1992.

Note: H.R. 2481, approved October 29, was
assigned Public Law No. 102-573.

Statement on Signing the Hawaii Tropical Forest Recovery Act

October 29, 1992

Today I have signed into law S. 2679,
the “Hawaii Tropical Forest Recovery Act.”
This Act demonstrates our intent as a Na-
tion to conserve and protect irreplaceable
tropical forests and to provide world leader-
ship in stemming the decline of these for-
ests. It allows us to meet our obligations
to the principles of forest management, con-
servation, and sustainable development that
were established at the recent United Na-
tions Conference on Environment and De-
velopment (UNCED).
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My Administration’s “Forests for the Fu-
ture” initiative, which I announced on June
1, 1992, has provided the policy framework
for the enactment of this legislation. This
initiative places conservation of the Earth’s
forests as a top priority for our country.
For this purpose the United States is com-
mitted to new funding, partnerships with
other governments and interested organiza-
tions, and actions to address the needs of
our domestic forests.

Expansion of the Institute of Pacific Is-



Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Oct. 29

lands Forestry in Hawaii is a concrete step
in meeting the challenge of fulfilling the
domestic and international goals of Forests
for the Future and tropical forest conserva-
tion generally. This Act will permit the In-
stitute to serve as a center for transferring
scientific, technical, managerial, and admin-
istrative assistance to organizations at home
and abroad that seek to improve the man-
agement of tropical forests.

Almost two-thirds of Hawaii’s original for-
est cover has been lost over the last three
centuries. This loss has severely affected
the State’s diverse ecosystems, which are
among the most fragile and complex in the
world. To better understand these changes
and to develop means to conserve these
forests for human and ecological needs, this
Act authorizes the establishment of the Ha-
waii Experimental Tropical Forest. This ex-
perimental forest will serve as a center for
long-term research and a focal point for

developing and transferring knowledge and
expertise for the management of tropical
forests.

This Administration has sponsored many
initiatives, such as the “America the Beau-
tiful” and the “Urban and Community For-
estry” programs that have resulted in mil-
lions of new trees being planted in our
country. With our Forests for the Future
initiative as a foundation, the Hawaii Tropi-
cal Forest Recovery Act is another impor-
tant aspect of our overall commitment to
understanding and wisely using the re-
sources of the world’s forests.

GEORGE BusH
The White House,
October 29, 1992.

Note: S. 2679, approved October 29, was
assigned Public Law No. 102-574.

Remarks to the Community in Grand Rapids, Michigan

October 29, 1992

The President. Thank you very much. May
I start by paying my respects and giving
my profound thanks to Gerald R. Ford, a
great President, a wonderful friend, and a
terrific guy.

You guys are fired up. Of course, I am
very proud that John Engler is running our
campaign. I believe I've learned a lesson
for John. A couple of years ago, the poll-
sters, the media, if youll excuse the
expression

Audience members. Boo-0-0!

The President. No, no, wait a minute. No,
they said he had no chance, that he was
10 points back a night before the election.
And here he is, Governor of Michigan. And
he’s a great Governor.

May I also thank Bruce Willis who is
with us. T'll tell you, and you know, every-
where I go, everywhere I go I see signs
yelling, “Clean House!” Why don’t you help
by sending Pete Hoekstra to the United
States Congress. There’s one right there.

I'm delighted to be here with your party

leaders Chuck Yob, Dick and Betsy DeVos,
Dave Doyle. We have a great team going.
And let me just say this: Michigan is abso-
lutely essential. We must and we will win
the State of Michigan.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. May 1 also just ask for
a minute. I'd like to just say a word about
a man who is not well today, the great Con-
gressman Paul Henry. As many of you
know, he’s in the hospital recovering from
surgery. Barbara and I just wish him a
speedy recovery, joining all who love him
in that regard. And our prayers are with
the entire Henry family.

Now on to the election. The choice before
the American people is a vast difference
on experience, philosophy, and yes, char-
acter. Character matters. I heard Bruce
Willis clicking off some of this, but let me
just remind you, for 11 months Governor
Clinton and the rest of the liberal Demo-
crats have been running around saying
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