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with a million people watching. As Presi-
dent, you’re never more alone than at times
of crisis. While nobody may be watching
in the Oval Office, millions, literally mil-
lions, will feel the impact of your judgment.

It is easy in the aftermath of Desert Storm
to portray the decision to go to war as an
easy one, but it was not. It was not uni-
formly popular. The Democratic Congress
had spent much of the fall parading experts
up there, if you’ll remember, to Capitol
Hill, who said we’d get into, quote, ‘‘another
Vietnam.’’ The thing that hurt the most or
that made me think the most was the hor-
rible tales of the numbers of body bags
that we would be responsible for if we made
a commitment to send somebody else’s son,
somebody else’s daughter to war. The critics
said a war would kill any hope for peace
in the Middle East. And the vote in the
Congress, a cliffhanger, not overwhelming.
Many said, ‘‘Let’s give sanctions more
time.’’ But I made a decision to go to war
because I knew it was right, not because
I knew it was popular.

I remember well the cold, rainy February
day at Camp David when ground war to
liberate Kuwait began, and how fervently
I prayed that our plans would work and
our young men and women would return
home, victorious and alive. This is an awe-
some responsibility to ask our young people
to knock early on death’s door. It is a re-
sponsibility I have tried to fulfill with honor

and duty and, above all, honesty, integrity
to the American people. But that’s your
call.

That’s the wonderful thing about this sys-
tem. And yes, I confess it’s been an ugly
year. But that’s the wonderful thing, be-
cause it is your call on November 3d. Then
the polls and all these deadly talking heads
we see on these Sunday television shows,
each getting 500 bucks to tell us what we
think, it doesn’t matter anymore. They don’t
matter anymore. It’s up to the American
people.

When you enter that voting booth, ask
yourself three common sense questions:
Who has the right vision for America’s fu-
ture? Who can get us from here to there?
Which character has the character? And
who would you trust with your family or
with the United States of America in a cri-
sis?

Ideas, action, character: I have tried very
hard to demonstrate all three. So I came
out here to Ace to ask for your support
on November 3d.

Thank you, and may God bless our great
country, the United States of America.
Thank you very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 10:55 a.m. at
the Colorado Convention Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Roger Peterson, presi-
dent and chief executive officer, Ace Hard-
ware.

Remarks to the Community in Albuquerque, New Mexico
October 26, 1992

The President. Thank you, New Mexico.
And thank you especially to one of the truly
great, decent, honorable, committed United
States Senators, Pete Domenici. And, you
know, you’ve got a great Republican delega-
tion to the Congress in Steve Schiff, the
local Congressman; Joe Skeen is with us
here today. Former Governor Garrey Car-
ruthers is over here. I want to thank our
New Mexico State chairman, John
Lattauzio, and our special guest, my dear
friend Ricky Skaggs, just back from Russia,

one of the great entertainers and a really
decent guy.

Let me say I am very, very pleased to
be in Albuquerque. And let me tell you
this: Ignore the pundits, annoy the media,
and let the people decide who’s going to
win this election. We are going to win the
election.

Let me tell you why. There’s a clear
choice before the American people, a vast
difference in experience, a vast difference
in philosophy, and a vast difference in char-
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acter. And character counts when you’re
talking about the President.

Now, I hate to ruin a beautiful day in
this lovely plaza with this magnificent unbe-
lievable turnout. But let me tell you a little
bit inasmuch as Clinton has been misrepre-
senting mine, let me tell you the facts about
his record in Arkansas. Sorry, I’ve got to
do it.

Here’s what it is. You like your environ-
ment? Arkansas is 50th in the quality of
environmental initiatives. They are 50th in
the percentage of adults with a college de-
gree. They are 50th in per capita spending
on criminal justice. They are 49th in per
capita spending on police protection. They
are 48th, sorry, in percentage of adults with
a high school diploma. They are 48th in
spending on corrections. They are 46th—
they’re moving up—46th in teacher salaries.
They are 45th in the overall well-being of
children. And listen to this one, New Mex-
ico, Governor Clinton signed into law a
prejudicial English-only statute for Arkan-
sas.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. We do not need that kind

of leadership in Washington, DC. He calls
this change. All you hear out of him and
Mr. Ozone, Al Gore—[laughter]—I’ve
never seen a guy with such crazy ideas.
They’d screech this country to a halt, I’ll
tell you.

But Governor Clinton talks change,
change, change. But let’s just take a look
at what he wants. He’s already proposed
$150 billion in new taxes, $220 billion in
new spending. You talk about trickle-down
Government, that’s it. His numbers do not
add up, and he is going to sock it to the
middle class, and we’re not going to let
him do that.

Remember what it was when the Demo-
crats controlled the White House and have
these silly liberals controlling Congress. Re-
member how it was. The last time they
controlled it, inflation was 15 percent, inter-
est rates were 21 percent, the ‘‘misery
index’’ was out through that ozone layer,
and the country was in a disaster. And we’re
not going to let him go back to that.

Watch your wallets, men. You’ve heard
it before: Sock it to the rich. He means
sock it to the working man, the nurse, the
teacher, the cab driver. And we’re not going

to let him do that. You listen to this guy,
and change, change is all you’re going to
have left in your pocket if you hear from
him.

You know, Governor Clinton can only win
if he tells everybody how bad everything
is. Today, employment is at 93 percent; in-
flation is only 21⁄2 or 3 percent; home mort-
gages are about 8 percent. Ask yourself this
question: Can Bill Clinton do better, or is
he going to make it worse? He is going
to make it worse.

And maybe some New Mexico issues. On
defense, we’ve got a good defense. I have
cut defense where we’re able to. But I’ve
accepted the recommendations of the re-
spected Colin Powell and Dick Cheney.
We’re not going to cut into the muscle of
our defense. And Clinton wants $60 billion
more, throwing a lot of New Mexicans out
of work. We cannot let them cut the muscle
of our defense. Clinton is no expert. He
has no feeling for foreign affairs or defense.
He was the guy that said the Patriot missile
was the one that goes down chimneys. Gov-
ernor, that is Santa Claus. [Laughter] That
is not the Patriot missile. That shoots down
other missiles. I mean, come on. This guy
wants to be Commander in Chief, and he
doesn’t know the difference between a Pa-
triot and Santa Claus. [Laughter]

The energy bill, I was proud, with the
help of Pete Domenici and the Members
of Congress with us here today, to sign an
energy bill that’s going to get our domestic
energy industry moving again. We have
changed the alternative minimum tax. And
that frees up the independents to go to
drill for more oil. We are too dependent
on foreign oil. Let’s get the domestic indus-
try moving.

And beware of environmental extremists,
these crazy people that say that we cannot—
you want to protect the owl but throw the
timber worker out of business. You want
to protect CAFE, car efficiency standards,
throw the auto workers out of business. But
around here, I favor multiple use of public
lands. And I will stop these environmental
extremists.

And here’s something that New Mexico
understands and I’m not sure the Clinton-
Gore ticket understand, the thing that has
saved us in a global slowdown. And remem-
ber, the United States is doing better than
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Japan; we are doing better than Germany
and the rest of Europe; we are doing better
than Canada. And all you hear from these
guys, assisted by these talking heads on the
news, is how bad everything is. But the
way we’re going to lead this world actually
into recovery is by creating more jobs for
Americans as we export more products. And
I am proud that we negotiated the North
American free trade agreement with Mex-
ico. This is sound and solid. And it will
create 175,000 jobs.

Small business, look, small business cre-
ates two-thirds of America’s jobs. Let’s get
the regulatory burden off of small business.
Let’s reduce the tax burden on small busi-
ness. And let’s reform our legal system.
We’re suing each other too much. We’re
suing each other too much and, frankly,
caring for each other too little. And what
we’ve got to do is put a cap on some of
these frivolous lawsuits.

Governor Clinton is in the pocket of the
trial lawyers. I am trying to reform this legal
system so doctors can practice medicine
without raising the cost, Little League peo-
ple can coach without fear of some crazy
lawsuit. And if you drive by and you see
somebody hurt on the highway, you don’t
want to have to worry whether some law-
yer’s going to come and say you shouldn’t
have tried to help that person; you did the
wrong thing.

I have the best plan for health care re-
form. It is to keep the Government out
of the business and provide insurance for
all, the poorest of the poor through vouch-
ers, the over-taxed rest of the people
through tax assistance. Get these mal-
practice suits under control, pool the insur-
ance so you bring the cost down, but do
not let the Government get into the busi-
ness of rationing health care.

On education, my administration has in-
creased spending for education tremen-
dously. But let me tell you this: We need
a new approach, and we’ve got one. Seven-
teen hundred communities are literally re-
inventing their schools. One out of two col-
lege students gets financial aid. But we’ve
got to do better. And I want to give parents
a choice. Parents should choose private,
public, or religious schools and get help
as they do that.

Those merchants of change, Mr. Clinton
and Mr. Gore, aren’t even willing to try
a new idea. They wouldn’t know one if it
hit them in the face.

I’ve got a big difference with those two
guys on crime also. You know, the Arkansas
prisoners spend 20 percent of their sen-
tences—they serve only 20 percent; the
Federal criminals, 85 percent. And my view
is we ought to have a little less respect
for the criminal and a little more to the
victims of crime.

I support our law enforcement people,
and they’re getting a bum rap. We ought
to back them up more. You know, the other
day in the White House I had a visit from
eight people from the South. They came,
and they were real down-to-earth, wonder-
ful family people. They said, ‘‘We’re sup-
porting you.’’ They were from the Fraternal
Order of Police from Little Rock, Arkansas,
and they endorsed me for President of the
United States.

Governor Clinton says he wants to take
more tax money to invest. Since when is
the Government able to invest in anything?
You can’t do it. I want to see private busi-
ness invest by giving them tax relief and
by getting this deficit down.

Do you want to know how we should
do that? I’ll tell you: We need, right, we
need a balanced budget amendment. The
Democrats fight us, and we’re going to get
it done in the new Congress. We need a
taxpayer check-off. The taxpayer should say,
‘‘Look, I’m going to allocate, if I want to,
10 percent of my income tax to go to reduc-
ing the Government debt.’’ That should be
enforced by the Congress, and it will if
I am reelected.

We need term limits. The President
serves limited terms. Let’s limit it for these
Congressmen.

The last point on getting this deficit
down, let’s try something new for the Fed-
eral Government. Forty-three Governors
have it. They can take a pen and wipe out
the pork. Give me the line-item veto, and
let’s get this budget down.

No, we’ve got a world of difference be-
tween the Clinton-Gore ticket and the
Bush-Quayle ticket. And may I say I’m very
proud of my running mate. I love the

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 07:28 May 21, 2003 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00722 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 D:\PAPERS2\92PAP2.049 APPS10 PsN: 92PAP2



2001

Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Oct. 26

equity in the news media. They beat up
on Dan Quayle for going into the service,
and they apologize for Clinton for staying
out of the service. Come on. Where’s fair-
play out there? Where is fairplay?

Now, I’ll tell you what’s going to make
the difference, though. The newspaper gen-
erously referred to it. It really does have
to do with character. My argument with
Governor Clinton is, as President of the
United States you cannot be all things to
all people. You cannot say you’re for one
issue and then flip-flop the next day. When
you make a mistake you ought to look to
the American people in the eye and say,
‘‘I made a mistake, and I’m sorry. And I’m
going to go on and lead the American peo-
ple to greater heights.’’ You cannot cover
up. You cannot cover up. I have a big dif-
ference, as you know.

But here’s a test of leadership. I had to
make a tough call, a very difficult call for
any President when you have to commit
someone else’s son or daughter to go into
harm’s way. I did it. I led, and we brought
along the Congress. We formed an inter-
national coalition, and we kicked Saddam
Hussein out of Kuwait. We busted up the
fourth biggest army. And we restored the
United States as the one leader in the world.

Now, where was Bill? Here’s what he
said. Here’s what he said about the Persian
Gulf: ‘‘I was for the minority’’—meaning
let sanctions work, let Saddam Hussein
march into Saudi Arabia—‘‘I was for the
minority, but I guess’’—this is an exact
quote—‘‘I guess I would have voted with
the majority.’’ My friends, you cannot do
that as the President of the United States.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. He comes from Arkansas,

a right-to-work State, says he’s for it there;
goes up to the labor leaders in Detroit and
says he’s against it. He’s for term limits
one place, against them in another.

The biggest argument I have with him
on the draft is this: I have said, and I feel
it viscerally, I do not believe that it is proper
when your brothers or when the guys out
of the ghetto are drafted, to be over in
a foreign country leading, organizing dem-
onstrations against your country no matter
how strongly you feel. But I recognize that
people differ on that question. But I recog-

nize they differ on serving in that war.
But let me tell you something, what I

don’t think is right is to try to have it both
ways on there. He said on April 17th, ‘‘I’m
going to reveal all my records on the
draft’’—was he inducted, wasn’t he; was he
drafted, wasn’t he? He has not done that.
You cannot equivocate and obfuscate.
You’ve got to tell the truth if you want
to be President of the United States of
America.

There is a pattern of deception, and you
cannot lead America by misleading. You
darned sure can’t turn the White House
into the waffle house. The phone rings over
there sometimes in the Oval Office or
sometimes upstairs where Barbara and I
live in the White House, and you don’t
have time to equivocate. You have to make
up your mind and call them as you see
them, as the umpires do, and do your level-
best.

Here is why, in conclusion, I believe we
are going to win. I believe, in the final
analysis, when people go into that booth,
I think they’re going to say the President
has the best agenda for renewing America.
I think they’re going to say we have the
best record because we are saying to these
young people here, you don’t grow up with
that same fear of nuclear war that your
mother and dad had. We have led and dra-
matically changed the world, and I want
to take that leadership now and help lift
these kids up and give them a better life.

But I’ll tell you why I believe it. I believe
I will win because I believe in the final
analysis that my wonderful wife—and I
think we’ve got a first-class First Lady in
that White House, and I am very proud of
her. We have tried—the reason I’ll win this
election is I have tried very hard to keep
the public trust. You have placed in me
a trust, and we have had a clean, a decent
administration. We’ve made some mistakes,
admitted them. We are leading. Don’t be-
lieve it when Governor Clinton and the
Ozone Man tell you, don’t believe it when
they say we’re a nation in decline. They
had the nerve to tell the American people
that we’re less than Germany and a little
more than Sri Lanka. Forget it. We are
number one in the entire world. We are the
fairest, the most decent, the most honorable
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country in the world. I ask for your support
and your vote to lead this country for 4
more years.

Thank you, and may God bless the United
States. Thank you very much. Thank you

very, very much. Thank you all.

Note: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. at
the Civic Plaza.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on Sulfur Dioxide Emissions
Regulations
October 26, 1992

The President today announced that the
administration is issuing final regulations
that will remove 10 million tons of sulfur
dioxide from our air, cutting acid rain by
about one-half. This major environmental
achievement was made possible through the
use of an innovative, market-based emis-
sions allowance trading program that was
proposed and signed into law by the Presi-
dent as part of the Clean Air Act. This
trading program will save over $1 billion
per year compared to the traditional ‘‘com-

mand and control’’ regulatory approach for
achieving the same amount of reductions.

Through the President’s leadership in
passing the Clean Air Act, a decade-long
congressional stalemate was broken, and
one of the Nation’s most important environ-
mental goals was accomplished, significant
progress toward cleaner air. Today’s action
further exemplifies the President’s commit-
ment to implementing fully the Clean Air
Act, which utilizes the power of the market-
place to improve our environment.

Memorandum of Disapproval for Legislation Requiring an Historical
and Cultural Resources Study in Lynn, Massachusetts
October 26, 1992

I am withholding my approval of H.R.
2859, which would require the Secretary
of the Interior to conduct a study to identify
historic sites in the vicinity of Lynn, Massa-
chusetts, and provide alternatives on the
appropriate Federal role in preserving and
interpreting these sites.

The National Park Service (NPS) studies
many sites to determine if they are nation-
ally significant and therefore suitable for
inclusion in the National Park System. A
site is nationally significant if it is an out-
standing example of a unique natural, his-
toric, or cultural resource with dem-
onstrated importance to the entire Nation.

In many instances, the Congress has used
the findings of a congressionally mandated
NPS study, regardless of the study’s conclu-
sion, to justify authorization of a new unit
of the National Park System. To restore

credibility and a national focus to its study
process, the NPS re-established in 1991 a
program to evaluate sites and prioritize can-
didates for future study. The most promis-
ing candidates identified by the NPS ex-
perts would be proposed for formal study.

For my fiscal year 1993 Budget request,
NPS professionals rated and ranked 41 can-
didates from criteria established by the De-
partment of the Interior. The fiscal year
1993 Budget proposed $1.2 million to study
the seven highest-rated candidates from the
list of 41 originally reviewed. The Congress
appropriated $848,000 to conduct four of
the studies proposed by the NPS.

The NPS experts have not identified the
Lynn, Massachusetts, study as a high prior-
ity. The effect of this legislation would be
to place completion of this study before the
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