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and credit unions in the process of recovery
from disasters or major emergencies. This
Act stems from the Administration’s original
proposal and will be very helpful to the
residents of south Florida, south-central
Louisiana, Kauai, and Los Angeles.

This is the first banking legislation in a
decade that does nothing but reduce regu-
latory burdens. I urge the next Congress
to build upon this measure by the passage
of my Credit Availability and Regulatory
Relief Act (CARRA), which would reduce

the excessive regulatory burden on the
banking industry generally and permit
banks to provide the credit needed for sus-
tained economic growth.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
October 23, 1992.

Note: H.R. 6050, approved October 23, was
assigned Public Law No. 102–485.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Trade
With Canada
October 23, 1992

Dear Mr. Chairman:
Pursuant to section 103 of the United

States-Canada Free-Trade Agreement Im-
plementation Act of 1988 (Public Law 100–
449), I am pleased to submit the attached
report and related documents pertaining to
an action to amend Annex 301.2, which per-
tains to rules of origin.

Sincerely,

GEORGE BUSH

Note: Identical letters were sent to Dan Ros-
tenkowski, chairman, House Committee on
Ways and Means, and Lloyd Bentsen, chair-
man, Senate Committee on Finance.

Remarks to the Community in Montgomery, Alabama
October 24, 1992

The President. Thank you very much.
Wow! Thank you very much. And I am
so very pleased to be back in this great
State on this beautiful Saturday day. Let
me just say I want to pay my respects to
your Governor. I want to thank Mayor
Emory Folmar, my long-time, longstanding
friend. I’ll give you a little advice. If you
want to win a State and if you want to
win it with conviction and honor, get Emory
Folmar at your side. I am proud he is at
mine. And also, I want to salute my bass
fishing friend, Ray Scott, who has made
this great Alabama pastime a national pas-
time. I have threatened to him that when
this election is over, with a much more
relaxed attitude, I’m coming back to
Pintlala, Alabama, and catch some bass.

And of course, I would be remiss if I
didn’t single out Bill Dickinson, who has
served this area with such distinction in the
Congress. If we had more like him, they
wouldn’t be holding up these signs every-
where I go saying, ‘‘Clean House!’’ We must
clean House. We’ll get this guy up there,
get Terry Smith up there, and we’ll clean
the House out, I’ll tell you. Now, also while
we’re at it, let’s clean Senate and elect Rick
Sellers to the United States Senate. And
I want to say, here’s the guy. Now vote
for this man. Come on, Rick. Another man,
Don Sledge, running in another area for
Congress, good luck to you. Terry Everett
is running for the Dickinson seat, and we’ve
got to get him elected there. So thank you
all. And I’m told that we had a——

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 07:28 May 21, 2003 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00678 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 D:\PAPERS2\92PAP2.048 APPS10 PsN: 92PAP2



1957

Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Oct. 24

Audience member. [Inaudible]—man,
Kervin Jones.

The President. Hey, what district? For
the 7th District. Hey, listen, we get these
guys elected and we won’t see those signs
saying, ‘‘Clean House!’’ We will have done
our part. Besides, he’s big enough to whip
’em all up there, so—[laughter]—that’s
good. We need that man there, I’ll tell you.

Now, may I thank the Jefferson Davis
and Lee High School participants around
here. Great job. And finally, Bart Starr. You
know, I look over my shoulder and see a
great son of Alabama, the legendary quar-
terback Bart Starr. You know, many years
ago in the frozen tundra of Wisconsin, Bart
Starr led those Packers to a stunning playoff
victory against the Dallas Cowboys. And let
me tell you something, he is here today
because that accentuates the fact that we
are going to achieve another stunning upset
victory and represent these people in the
United States for 4 more years. Thank you,
Bart.

Now, I hate to ruin this beautiful Satur-
day, but I do think we must get in perspec-
tive, before the American people go to the
polls, the Arkansas record. The people in
Arkansas—everyone in Alabama knows it
because we have friends, we in Texas, you
in Alabama have friends in Arkansas—they
are good and decent and honorable people.
But let me tell you what the record has
been with Bill Clinton. They are the 50th
in the quality of environmental initiatives;
50th in percentage of adults with college
degrees. They are 50th in per capita spend-
ing on criminal justice. They are 49th in
per capita spending on police protection;
48th in percentage of adults with a high
school diploma; 48th in spending on correc-
tions; 46th on teachers’ salaries; 45th in the
overall well-being of children. And the
other night, Governor Clinton said in that
debate in Michigan, he said, ‘‘I want to
do for America what I’ve done for Arkan-
sas.’’ No way. We cannot let him do that.
It’s like sending the guy who finishes last
in managing the Little League in Montgom-
ery, telling him to manage the Braves. We
don’t need that kind of change.

This guy talks about change. That’s all
your going to have left in your pocket if
we listen to his program. And here it is—

all right, you taxpayers, get ready—this is
before he’s even gotten started: $150 billion
in new taxes, bigger than McGovern and
Dukakis put together; $220 billion in new
spending. And I call that trickle-down Gov-
ernment. Give it to the Government, and
you never see it again. He says he’ll get
it from the rich. But the rest of you guys
out there that have to work for a living,
you nurses or you teachers or you cab driv-
ers or you truck drivers, watch your wallet.
There aren’t enough rich people to pay for
this guy’s promises and all Al Gore’s ex-
treme environmental positions. There are
not enough so he’s coming after you. Watch
your wallet, America. This guy is coming
after you. But I’m not going to let him
do it.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. All right, it’s fine to stand
up and point out all the things that are
wrong. And yes, we’ve got problems, and
yes, people are hurting, and yes, some peo-
ple at work want to know where they’re
going to get the jobs, how they’re going
to keep them. But let me tell you some-
thing. The last time we tried his kind of
change, when you had a liberal Democrat
in the White House and that same old
crowd controlling the Congress, who re-
members? He changed inflation, all right;
he changed it up to 15 percent. He de-
stroyed the family budgets. And the interest
rates—some of you homeowners remember
what they were—they were 21 percent. We
do not need that kind of change for Amer-
ica.

My view is to cut that spending, get the
Government spending down and the taxes
down, and then stimulate investment in
small business, not in Government but in
small business. They create two-thirds of
the jobs, two-thirds. Give them a tax break,
and get America back to work.

The doom-and-gloom crowd is a little too
much. You know, my favorite bumper stick-
er—I don’t know whether we’ve got any of
them around here—there’s a marvelous—
yes, it’s here, right over there. That’s over
there: ‘‘Annoy the Media.’’ They wouldn’t
know good news if it hit them in the face.
Have you gotten this from your television
yet? Have you heard this on the television
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at night, that unemployment claims have
gone down to the lowest in 2 years? Have
you heard that inflation is down, that inter-
est rates are down, that total employment
is 93 percent, inflation 2.5 to 3 percent,
home mortgages are 8 percent? Now, ask
yourself this: Can Bill Clinton do better
than this, or will he make things worse?
I think he’ll make things worse.

Here’s what we’re going to do. We’re
going to increase our exports. We’re going
to create more jobs right here in Montgom-
ery, Alabama, and all across this country
that are concerned with exports. Exports
have saved us in what is essentially a global
recession or a global slowdown. Our econ-
omy—don’t listen to Governor Clinton,
you’ll never hear this; nobody will report
it on the news—is doing better than Japan,
doing better than Germany, doing better
than Europe, doing better than Canada. It’s
not good enough; it’s not good enough.
We’re going to create export jobs by barging
into those foreign markets. And that means
prosperity for people in Alabama. Not pro-
tection, exports.

And I’ll tell you another one where I’ve
got a big difference with the Governor from
Arkansas. That is on legal reform. I think
it’s a shame when people don’t dare coach
Little League because some crazy trial law-
yer is going to come along and try to sue
them; or when somebody sees an auto-
mobile accident and they don’t dare stop
along the highway because if they move
a person, trying to help them, and then
it doesn’t work out, somebody’s going to
sue him for caring; and when a doctor is
afraid to practice and deliver babies because
of a crazy suit. We’ve got to sue each other
less and care for each other more.

I heard Mayor Folmar talking about
health care. And yes, he is right, we need
health care for all. Our program provides
health care insurance to the poorest of the
poor. Then it gives tax breaks to the income
bracket above that that are trying to make
ends meet. It gets pooling of insurance,
works with managed care, does something
about malpractice insurance. But it does
something else: It provides the best quality
of health care. We have the best. And I
don’t want to drive these doctors out of
medicine by putting the Government fur-

ther into medicine.
There’s another area where I have a big

difference with Governor Clinton, and that
is on crime. Arkansas prisoners spend 20
percent of their sentences in jail; the Fed-
eral, the one I’m responsible for, 85 per-
cent. I believe we need tougher laws that
back up these dedicated people on the high-
ways, these police officers in the neighbor-
hoods, the sheriff’s people. We need to back
law enforcement. And in doing that, we
will be strengthening the neighborhoods for
every single family in this country.

One of the great meetings we had was
in the Oval Office, I think it was last week.
I think it was eight people came to see
me. They were up there and said, we are
supporting you. And they were from Arkan-
sas. They were from the Fraternal Order
of Police in Little Rock, who endorsed me
for President of the United States. Good,
decent, hard-working people.

We talk about reforming the Congress.
Let’s challenge Governor Clinton to say
where he stands on these items: I want
a balanced budget amendment to make the
Congress get this deficit down. I want a
check-off, to have a check-off on the income
tax form. You can check up to 10 percent.
And then you put it up there and add them
all together across the country, and that
is the force of law to make Congress reduce
spending by that amount. And I believe
it will work.

And another one is—time has come for
it, 43 Governors have it. I get legislation
by this crazy Congress coming down there
every day; two good things in it, eight bad.
Give the President what the Governors
have. Get the deficit down by giving me
that line-item veto, cross it out.

I’ll tell you, I’ll tell you there’s another
thing. I’ll tell you what’s going to really
decide this election at the last minute. It’s
going to be a question of character and
trust. And I believe, I hope I have earned
the trust of the American people. What you
do—you represent the American people’s
interest in that Oval Office, and you have
to make tough decisions. And sometimes
you make a mistake. You’re human like ev-
erybody else, and you say, I make it. You
look people in the eye and say, we’re going
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to go forward together. But you cannot be
on every side of every issue. It is a question
of character, if you try to whisper one thing
here and do something else there.

Governor Clinton tries to have it both
ways. And yes, it’s a fair issue. Flip-flopping
on right to work: He’s from a right-to-work
State, says he’s for it there; whispers up
to the big labor unions, ‘‘I’m against it.’’
Term limits: one place he’s for it, one place
he’s against it. Free trade: one time he’s
for it, then he’s against it. In the debate
you heard him say, ‘‘Well, I’m for it, but
I’ll have to’’—you can’t say ‘‘but’’; you’ve
got to make a decision.

The biggest difference I had with him
was on the war. I had to make a tough
decision. And Alabama responded with
pride, great strength. The sons and daugh-
ters did something noble: They busted up
the fourth largest army and kicked this ag-
gressor out of Kuwait. And now we’re hav-
ing a lot of revision coming out. It was
a noble moment, and where was Governor
Clinton? He said this: Well, I was with the
majority—I’m paraphrasing—I was with the
majority—and this I’m not paraphrasing—
but I guess I would have—with the minor-
ity, but I guess I would have voted with
the majority. You cannot waffle. You cannot
make the White House into the waffle
house.

And so I do believe that character and
trust matters. I’ve got a big difference with
him, and I know people here might or
might not agree with me. I was a product
of World War II, and I fought for my coun-
try, and I think that’s made me a good
Commander in Chief. I don’t think every-
body had to do that to be Commander in
Chief. I don’t believe that’s the way to do
it. I still think it is wrong, when your broth-
ers are held prisoners in a Hanoi prison
camp or kids are drafted out of the ghetto
of Birmingham and Montgomery or New
York City to serve their Nation, to be over
in another country organizing demonstra-
tions against your Nation. I just think it’s
wrong. I think it’s wrong. But what I think
is—do we have the word ‘‘wronger’’? But
what I think is worse, what I think is worse
is if you don’t level, if you don’t tell the
truth. One day, he says he got a draft notice;
the next day, he didn’t. One day, he said,

well, he wanted to go into the ROTC; the
next day, he didn’t. You’ve got to level. If
you make a mistake, look the American peo-
ple in the eye and say, I was wrong about
that. And the American people forgive, but
they are entitled to have something other
than waffling and a pattern of deception
as President of the United States.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President: Thank you for this great
rally. I have—excuse me for drinking all
this water up here, but I had 2 miles run-
ning out by your magnificent Shakespeare
Festival building out there. It was superb.

But let me tell you this. I’m very sorry
she’s not here, but very candidly, I think
we’ve got a great First Lady in Barbara
Bush. We have tried very hard to exemplify
what’s right and decent about America, ex-
emplify the trust and faith we have in the
American family. Liberals don’t like it, but
it’s right. We’ve got to strengthen the fam-
ily: read to the kids; teach them right from
wrong; support the law enforcement people
and the teachers; teach discipline; give
choice in child care or choice in education.
We believe in these things. And when Bar-
bara reads to those kids, she’s saying every
parent should read to their kids, take the
time to lift them up and to make them
better. And that’s what we’re talking about,
and we’ve tried to do it.

Life has been good to the Bush family.
There’s no question about that. We’re very,
very lucky with our grandkids and a wonder-
ful four sons and a great daughter. And
so I have no complaints on the personal
side at all. People say, well, why do you
want to do this? It’s ugly out there. You’re
getting clobbered by the national media
over and over again. Can’t be any fun. The
answer is, something transcends your own
personal well-being. And what transcends
it for me is we have literally changed the
world. These kids here go to bed at night
without the same fear of nuclear war that
their parents had. And that is a major
change. And now what I want to do
through the programs I’ve touched on
today is make life better and more challeng-
ing by creating more opportunity in employ-
ment or education for every young
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person here today.
That is why I want to be your President.

I ask for your support and your trust. And
may God bless the United States of Amer-
ica. Thank you very much. Thank you all.

A great rally and a beautiful day.

Note: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. at
the Atlanta Crossing Shopping Center.

Remarks on Signing the Energy Policy Act of 1992 in Maurice,
Louisiana
October 24, 1992

The President. Please be seated. And I
want to thank Jack, Jack Wilson, for making
all this possible. He ain’t making any money
while we’re standing here, with that rig
waiting for a little more action. But it’s very,
very nice of him to do this. And I’m grateful
to him, to the superintendent, the tool
pushers, all the guys here and those from
Arco, a company for whom Jack is drilling
this rig. And Chip Rimer and Leon Smith,
particularly, I want to thank. Also I want
to single out Secretary Jim Watkins, our
Secretary of Energy, my mate in the Cabi-
net. He is doing a superb job. And we in-
vited several Members of the United States
Congress who have been interested in this,
and I don’t know that they’re here. But
I want to thank the Louisiana delegation
who worked hard, and all of you have fought
hard to strengthen America’s energy future.
And it’s an honor to have you here today
and to be with you.

Two years ago our administration pro-
posed a national energy strategy. It was a
blueprint to promote economic growth and
make the country more secure. And our
strategy was based on the simple premise
that the greatest single energy resource
America possesses is the wisdom and enter-
prise of its citizens. The last 2 years have
seen much hard work, many hundreds of
hours of hard study and negotiation. And
we know, and I know especially because
I used to be in this business, how rough
it’s been on those who have been working
the oilfields and the drilling business and,
yes, in the production business as well. But
now our efforts have borne fruit, and this
afternoon, right here, and it’s fitting it hap-
pens in the shadow of a drilling rig, we’re

going to sign the Energy Policy Act of 1992.
We’re in a political year, but I think it’s

only fitting to say that this bill is a tribute
to many, the work of many people. And
it’s not a Republican accomplishment or a
Democratic accomplishment; it’s an accom-
plishment for all America. And the Senate,
to be very fair about it—I wish the guy
would see the light on the rest of the things,
but Bennett Johnston deserves great credit
because he’s been working closely with Jim
Watkins on this. So give credit where credit
is due. And I’ll talk to him about something
else later on, you know what I mean?
[Laughter] But I salute him. And I salute
Senator Malcolm Wallop, the Senator from
Wyoming, who also was very active in all
of this. And in the House, the Democratic
chairman over there, John Dingell, deserves
credit and Phil Sharp and then Republican
Carlos Moorhead. So I mean it when I say
it’s a team effort. Jim can bring that out
and talk to you about that. He’ll certainly
confirm it because he’s working with all
of them, as well as with his colleagues in
the Cabinet.

Another—but this one that I mentioned
earlier deserves very special praise—and a
man of vision and integrity, and that’s Jim
Watkins. I’ll tell you, he has stayed in this
thing from day one, fought against a lot
of political odds, changed and worked and
given and taken, but we’ve ended up with
good, sound national energy. So once again,
I want to thank Jim Watkins for what he’s
done. For 3 years he’s been fighting this
battle, working to strengthen America’s en-
ergy industry through more than 90 admin-
istrative actions so that we may compete
in this new world economy. And he’s
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