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that responsibility very, very seriously.

In terms of the next person to serve there,
I have had differences with Governor Clin-
ton. And some say to me, “You're old-fash-
ioned. I find it difficult to understand how
the Commander in Chief reacts,” taking the
position that he did, that it’s okay to orga-
nize demonstrations against your country
when your country is at war in a foreign
land. People say, “What's the difference in
a foreign land?” I don’t know. I make a
distinction. If you want to protest, come
to the White House and do it. That’s the
American way. Everybody else does. Why
don’t you come along and do that? But
I have big differences.

But my differences with Governor Clin-
ton in terms of the custodianship of the—
or the being Commander in Chief is the
problem that he has with kind of coming
down on one position. On the war he said,
“I agree with the minority, but I guess I
would have voted for the majority.” You
can’t do that in the Oval Office. You have
to make a decision. And sometimes it’s pain-
ful, and you’ll make a mistake and you say,
“Look, I fouled that up. I made a mistake.”

But on the war, we did the right thing,
and I thought his position was waffling
around out there. So I can’t pass judgment
on how anybody else would behave. But
I've tried to uphold the honor. Honor, duty
and country: I believe in that. I believe
in service to country. And I think I'm a
better Commander in Chief because 1
fought for my country. I don’t think it’s

a mandatory requirement, but I just think
it's made me more sensitive when you have
to commit somebody else’s son or some-
one’s daughter to combat, having been
there.

Mr. Wills. Mr. President, we’ve run out
of time. Thank you so much for being here
with us tonight.

That was our last question. We know
there are so many others. We'd like to get
them all in, but we have used up all of
our time. We hope that the Florida News
Network, through their town meetings, has
helped you make an informed choice on
November 3d.

Ms. Bishop. I'm sure last month you saw
Governor Clinton on our town meeting, and
the Florida News Network has issued an
invitation to Ross Perot. We are waiting
for his response. We thank all of you for
joining us on television. Thank you here
in our studio and our other studios around
the State.

And of course, thank you, Mr. President,
for being with us.

The President. Thank you all very, very
much.

Note: The question-and-answer session
began at 8 p.m. at the WPLG-TV studios.
News anchors Ann Bishop, WPLG-TV, and
Tom Wills, WJXT-TV, Jacksonville, FL,
served as moderators for the session. In his
remarks, the President referred to Gen. John
W. Vessey, USA, ret., Special Emissary to
Hanoi for POW-MIA Affairs.

Statement on Signing the Depository Institutions Disaster Relief Act

of 1992
October 23, 1992

Today I am signing into law H.R. 6050,
the “Depository Institutions Disaster Relief
Act of 1992.” The Act provides the banking
regulatory agencies with limited discretion
to waive or modify certain regulatory re-
quirements. These requirements needlessly
restrict the flow of banking and credit serv-
ices to areas devastated by Hurricanes An-
drew and Iniki and the Los Angeles riots.

This legislation will provide welcome relief
to federally insured depository institutions
and their customers in these shattered
neighborhoods and help expedite recovery
efforts.

Following a meeting with bankers in
south Florida in early September, my Ad-
ministration first proposed legislation to as-
sure the full participation of banks, thrifts,
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and credit unions in the process of recovery
from disasters or major emergencies. This
Act stems from the Administration’s original
proposal and will be very helpful to the
residents of south Florida, south-central
Louisiana, Kauai, and Los Angeles.

This is the first banking legislation in a
decade that does nothing but reduce regu-
latory burdens. I urge the next Congress
to build upon this measure by the passage
of my Credit Availability and Regulatory
Relief Act (CARRA), which would reduce

the excessive regulatory burden on the
banking industry generally and permit
banks to provide the credit needed for sus-
tained economic growth.

GEORGE BuUsH
The White House,
October 23, 1992.

Note: H.R. 6050, approved October 23, was
assigned Public Law No. 102—485.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Trade

With Canada
October 23, 1992

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Pursuant to section 103 of the United
States-Canada Free-Trade Agreement Im-
plementation Act of 1988 (Public Law 100—
449), I am pleased to submit the attached
report and related documents pertaining to
an action to amend Annex 301.2, which per-
tains to rules of origin.

Sincerely,
GEORGE BusH

Note: Identical letters were sent to Dan Ros-
tenkowski, chairman, House Committee on
Ways and Means, and Lloyd Bentsen, chair-
man, Senate Committee on Finance.

Remarks to the Community in Montgomery, Alabama

October 24, 1992

The President. Thank you very much.
Wow! Thank you very much. And I am
so very pleased to be back in this great
State on this beautiful Saturday day. Let
me just say I want to pay my respects to
your Governor. I want to thank Mayor
Emory Folmar, my long-time, longstanding
friend. T'll give you a little advice. If you
want to win a State and if you want to
win it with conviction and honor, get Emory
Folmar at your side. I am proud he is at
mine. And also, I want to salute my bass
fishing friend, Ray Scott, who has made
this great Alabama pastime a national pas-
time. I have threatened to him that when
this election is over, with a much more
relaxed attitude, I'm coming back to
Pintlala, Alabama, and catch some bass.

1956

And of course, I would be remiss if I
didn’t single out Bill Dickinson, who has
served this area with such distinction in the
Congress. If we had more like him, they
wouldn’t be holding up these signs every-
where I go saying, “Clean House!” We must
clean House. We'll get this guy up there,
get Terry Smith up there, and we’ll clean
the House out, I'll tell you. Now, also while
we're at it, let’s clean Senate and elect Rick
Sellers to the United States Senate. And
I want to say, here’s the guy. Now vote
for this man. Come on, Rick. Another man,
Don Sledge, running in another area for
Congress, good luck to you. Terry Everett
is running for the Dickinson seat, and we’ve
got to get him elected there. So thank you
all. And I'm told that we had a
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