
1912

Oct. 21 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

process and be unfair to other groups simi-
larly situated. For these reasons, I am with-
holding my approval of S. 3095.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
October 21, 1992.

Remarks at a Rally in Vineland, New Jersey
October 22, 1992

The President. Thank you, Frank. First
of all, let me just thank Vineland. I have
never seen such a wonderful rally. And it’s
great for the morale. As Frank says, it’s
a great day for Vineland. I’ll say it’s a great
day for George Bush. And this will go all
across the country.

You know, everyplace I go, I see signs,
because people are sick and tired of the
Congress, the way it’s been for the last 38
years, controlled by the liberal Democrats.
Everyplace I go, I see signs saying, ‘‘Clean
House!’’ One way to clean it is to send
Frank LoBiondo down to the United States
Congress.

I want to thank State Senator Bill
Gormley, who came to meet us. I want
to thank Governor Kean, my great leader
here and a great Governor. If you had him,
people would be a lot more happy in New
Jersey. And of course, Mayor Joe Romano,
who’s standing here with me, give him great
credit for all this, and Lou de Marco and
so many others. I am so very pleased to
be here.

In 12 days, we get right down to the
log. We get right down to the vote. In 12
days, the American people are going to have
to decide: Who has the character, who do
you trust to be President? And I ask for
your vote on that basis.

We are caught up in a global recession.
The United States economy is doing better
than most of the economies, but we’re not
doing well enough. The last thing we need
is to put another liberal Democrat in there
who wants to raise taxes and raise spending.
We have a plan, the agenda for America’s
renewal, to get us out of this economic rut.
And I see the ‘‘Deep-six the Luxury Tax.’’
We don’t need a luxury tax. We need less
tax.

You know, I hate to ruin this beautiful
rally, but we’ve got to put things in perspec-
tive, because Governor Clinton keeps talk-
ing about—in the debate, he said something
scary. He said, ‘‘I want to do for America
what I’ve done for Arkansas.’’ No way. No
way.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. In his 10 years in Arkansas,

jobs, wage, income growth have lagged the
Nation, every single category. He talks
about reforming health care; after 10 years
with Bill Clinton, almost half of Arkansas’
workers don’t have employer-paid health in-
surance. They are 49th in the entire Nation.
Don’t let him do that to the United States.

Arkansas ranks 50th in the Nation in the
percentage of adults with high school diplo-
mas, 50th. Three out of four Arkansas stu-
dents after they graduate from high school,
go to college, and then they need remedial
education, relearning what they’re supposed
to learn in high school. They are good peo-
ple down there. They deserve better leader-
ship.

The nonpartisan Corporation for Enter-
prise Development gave Arkansas failing
grades for economic development, an ‘‘F’’
for employment, an ‘‘F’’ for high tech-
nology, an ‘‘F’’ for economic development.
We cannot let him do that to the rest of
the country.

Now he’s campaigning across the country
saying he’s the candidate for change. Yes,
he wants to raise taxes by $150 billion. He
wants to raise spending by $220 billion. You
listen to that kind of change, and that’s
all you’ll have left in your pocket, change.
We don’t need it.

The guy’s all over the field. Yesterday he
was out there in the West someplace saying
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it would be hypothetical to discuss what
programs he would cut to pay for all these
promises. Well, someone’s going to have
to pay the bill, and it won’t be a hypothetical
taxpayer. You cannot get all the money he
wants to spend from the rich and from the
middle class. He’s going right after your
wallet, man. If you hold a job on Main
Street here, he’s going after you. So button
it up, and vote for me.

Audience members. Bush! Bush! Bush!
The President. You saw it. I’m not just

making this up. You saw it when Governor
Florio came in here, working with that legis-
lature.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. You saw what happened.

Don’t do it to the country. Do not do it
to the country.

Governor Clinton is talking about, well,
we really need change. He wants to put
the White House in the same hands of the
big spenders in Congress. The last time we
had this, do you remember what the ‘‘mis-
ery index’’ was? They invented it—20 per-
cent; it’s now 10. Do you remember what
the interest rates were? Twenty-one and
a half percent, with Carter in the White
House and the libs controlling the Con-
gress. We cannot go back. We have got
to go forward by getting Government
spending down and our taxes down.

I think New Jersey, because I think of
you all as a great export State, you’re broad-
minded. You look around and send a lot
of New Jersey products all around the
world. We must open more markets abroad
so the productive workers in New Jersey
can sell your products all around the world.
Do not turn in, turn out. We are the leaders
in the world.

You know, there are 72,000 jobs in New
Jersey tied to exports, 225,000 jobs to for-
eign investment of one kind or another.
And Bill Clinton waffles on free trade, tax
foreign investment, threatening 4.5 million
U.S. jobs by socking it to them. You’ve got
to open markets. You’ve got to encourage
investments. And I want to open these new
markets and encourage our workers. We
can outcompete anyone, anywhere in the
world. I have confidence in America.

You look around this town, and you’ll see
that it is small business that employs people,
not the big ones. They do their part, but

it’s the small ones that create new jobs and
new opportunity. So what I propose for
small business is to give them relief from
excessive taxation, relief from regulation,
and relief from these crazy lawsuits that
get inflicted on the people.

You know, it’s a sad thing in this country
when doctors are afraid to deliver babies
in case some of these crazy lawsuits are
going to come in and sue them; or some-
body doesn’t want to coach Little League,
afraid they’re going to get sued; or when
somebody’s riding along the highway and
sees an accident, they don’t want to stop
and help the person that’s hurt because
they’re afraid some crazy trial lawyer’s going
to come along and sue. We’ve got to sue
each other less and care for each other
more.

I am very proud of Governor Tom Kean’s
record, when he was Governor, on edu-
cation. He was forward-looking. Now he’s
part of the leadership on a program called
America 2000. It puts the power in the
hands of the teachers and the local commu-
nities. It bypasses the powerful union that
thinks it’s speaking for the teachers. It puts
the power in the hands of the people.

We are literally going to revolutionize
education. And one way we’re going to do
it is this: We’re going to do it like the GI
bill worked. I have a ‘‘GI bill’’ for kids.
And we’re going to say to parents: The
power should be in your hands. We are
going to help you financially to choose the
school of your choice, public, private, or
religious.

We’ve got a good program on health care.
Give me a couple of more Congressmen
like Frank here, and we’ll get that job done.
What it says is, don’t throw the baby out
with the bathwater. Keep insurance going
for everybody. Help the poorest of the poor;
tax breaks for the middle class; create insur-
ance pools; and leave the Government out
of the insurance business. Get the private
citizens involved so everyone has insurance
for health care.

I’ve got a real big difference, I’ve got a
tremendous difference with Governor Clin-
ton on law enforcement. I see these police
officers out here, and I think we ought to
support them more, and a little less concern
for the criminals. The other day—one of the
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great visits I’ve had as President when peo-
ple come to the Oval Office—this one was
about six or eight guys came up to see me.
They were all members of the Fraternal
Order of Police. They endorsed me, and
they were from Little Rock, Arkansas.
Eighty-five percent of the criminals that are
sentenced under Federal law fulfill their
full term, and in Arkansas, 20 percent do.
The rest of them get going out of there,
and they shouldn’t do that. We’ve got to
be tougher on the criminal. Don’t listen
to the liberals who want to tell it the other
way around.

Governor Clinton talks about taxing more
and spending more. Let me tell you what
I want to do. Here’s a four-point program
for you: Give me a balanced budget amend-
ment, and make us get that deficit down.
Give the taxpayers that are concerned about
the deficit a 10 percent—check on a box—
10 percent of your income. If you want
to apply that to the deficit, then that law
will compel the Congress to cut spending
by that amount. We can get the deficit
down by letting the people do the job Con-
gress has been unwilling to do. And one
of the others is to give us a line-item veto.
Let the President cut through this pork.
The fourth point, and I like this one, is,
you know, Presidents serve limited terms.
One way to give the Congress back to the
people is to have term limits for this Con-
gress.

But I think the reason I’ll win this elec-
tion is going to boil down in the last 2
weeks, as all elections do, to character and
to trust. You know, Justice Hugo Black—
I mentioned this—did any of you see that
debate out there in—all right. I mentioned
this: I believe that great nations, like great
men, should keep their word. And my argu-
ment with Governor Clinton is he tries to
be all things to all people. In the Oval Office
you cannot do that. But you have to make
the tough decision. If you make a mistake,
you say, ‘‘Listen, I made a mistake. Let’s
go forward.’’ But you cannot lie, and you
can’t be all things to all people.

Over and over again, Governor Clinton
is trying to be all things to all people. On
free trade, first he was for it; then he hadn’t
made up his mind; now he’s for it, maybe.
On the Persian Gulf, here’s what he said,

he said,‘‘I agree with the arguments of the
minority but then again, I guess I would
have voted for the majority.’’ If we’d have
listened to that kind of waffle, Saddam Hus-
sein would control the world’s oil and have
a nuclear bomb. We kicked him out.

These decisions are not easy, but we can-
not let him make the White House into
the waffle house. I went down there and
had a little breakfast there at the Waffle
House in North Carolina to get the point
across. You cannot be all things to all peo-
ple.

He said in the debate you’ve got to sepa-
rate the character of the—he says it this
way, he says it’s not the character of the
President, it is ‘‘the character of the Presi-
dency.’’ That is not true. They’re
interlocked. Countries look to us to see
whether the President will keep his word
and make the tough decisions. On the basis
of character and trust, I ask for your support
as President of the United States.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. You know, if I’d have stood
here in Vineland 4 years ago and said that
Soviet communism would be dead, and said
that Eastern Europe would be democratic,
and said that ancient enemies were talking
peace around the world, and said to these
kids 4 years ago, we are going to reduce
if not all but eliminate the threat of nuclear
war, you would have said not only is he
smoking, but he’s inhaling. All that has hap-
pened. All that has happened.

The Soviet bear may be gone, and yes,
we’ve changed the world dramatically and
made it better, but there are still some
threats out there. So I want to keep this
country strong. And now I want to use that
leadership that has literally changed the
world: lift up the American worker, guaran-
tee these kids that they are going to have
a better future. It can’t be done by waffling.
It’s got to be done through leadership.

I’m very sorry that Barbara Bush isn’t
here because I think we’ve got a great First
Lady, and I want to see her stay there. But
she and I have tried very hard to keep the
public trust, to take the trust you placed
in us and live with dignity and honor in
that White House. And now some say to me,

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 14:00 Aug 15, 2003 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00636 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 D:\PAPERS2\92PAP2.046 APPS10 PsN: 92PAP2



1915

Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Oct. 22

‘‘Well, why do you want to be President?’’
It’s not a question of wanting to be Presi-
dent. It’s a question of finishing the job
for the young people here today.

I am going to win this election. Don’t
listen to these nutty pollsters trying to tell
you how to think. I wonder how many peo-
ple out here have ever been called by a
pollster. Well, not very many show a hand,
one guy. We got about 10,000, 15,000 peo-
ple here. I don’t know who they talk to,

but they’re inhaling, and we’re going to win
this election.

Thank you. Thank you, and may God
bless the United States of America.

Note: The President spoke at 12:16 p.m. at
Seventh Street and Landis Avenue. In his
remarks, he referred to Louis de Marco,
longtime New Jersey Republican Party mem-
ber.

Remarks on Arrival in Trenton, New Jersey
October 22, 1992

The President. Thank you very, very
much. Thank you, guys.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you, New Jersey.
Thank you, Chris. You know, everyplace I
go, you see these signs that say, ‘‘Clean
House!’’ If we had more Congressmen like
Chris Smith, we wouldn’t be saying, ‘‘Clean
House!’’ And I want to salute not only Chris
but Governor Tom Kean. What a great job
he did for this wonderful State. I want to
thank the Mayor, Rosemary Pramuck, and
everybody else who’s done a superb job
on this rally.

May I say that I am proud to share this
stage with Joe Cicippio back here, a true
American hero. Great courage, you talk
about courage and stick with—my heavens,
that man has shown us all an awful lot.
And we learn from that kind of courage
in this country. I want to thank him for
his perseverance. And I am proud that our
policy of not negotiating has freed all the
American hostages.

Well, I can hardly believe it, but 12 days
from today, the fate of this country and,
indeed, of the free world is in your hands.
And I ask for your support for 4 more years
to lead this Nation.

It’s going to spell out——
Audience members. Four more years!

Four more years! Four more years!
The President. The question that Ameri-

cans will answer and that the whole world
will be watching for the answer to is: Whose

idea do you trust to lead America out of
this global recession, to create new jobs,
and to keep trust and character in the White
House?

For 11 months, Governor Clinton and the
other liberal Democrats have been running
around distorting our record. So I want to
just spend a little time, not ruin this beau-
tiful day in New Jersey but a little time
to remind America of Governor Clinton’s
own record in Arkansas. Here we go: They
are—I think of this State and all we’ve done
to work with the New Jersey officials to
help clean up the beaches—in Arkansas,
his record is the 50th in quality of environ-
mental initiative; 50th in percentage of
adults with college degrees; 50th in per cap-
ita spending on criminal justice; 49th—
they’re moving up—in per capita spending
on police protection; of their students that
graduate from high school, 75 percent of
those that go on to college need remedial
education; 48th in the percentage of adults
with high school diplomas; 48th in spending
on corrections; 46th in teachers’ salaries;
45th in the overall well-being of children.
And the other night in that debate, he says,
‘‘I want to do for America what I’ve done
for Arkansas.’’ No way.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. No way. It makes you think

of the guy that’s failed; he’s 0 and 10 in
the Little League, and he wants to manage
the Braves. You can’t do that.

He calls this change. He calls himself the
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