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trial lawyers act like Boris and Natasha in
those old Bullwinkle cartoons, you remem-
ber? They play goo-goo eyes with each
other. He wants small business to pay a
stiff new payroll tax for health care, and
that would drive away jobs in small business.
And we don’t need to destroy jobs; we need
to create jobs.

And on crime, I have been endorsed, be-
cause we have a strong record of backing
the law enforcement officers, by the Na-
tional Fraternal Order of Police. And get
this, the police in Little Rock, the ones
who know Governor Clinton best, have en-
dorsed me for President of the United
States.

Here’s the biggest difference of all. Here
is the biggest difference of all. Where I
want to make Government smaller, Gov-
ernor Clinton has already proposed—worse
than Mondale, worse than Dukakis—$150
billion in new taxes. And that aint all of
it, man. He’s also proposed over $200 bil-
lion in new spending, and he hasn’t got
there yet. We cannot have that. You've got
to ask who’s going to pay for it. He says
sock it to the rich. There aren’t that many
people that are rich. What he’s going to
do is stick it right to the cab driver, the
teacher, the nurse, the firefighter, the con-
struction workers. I say we need to help
the middle class, not sock it to them with
more taxes.

So we've got two fundamentally different
philosophies of Government. He puts his
faith in more Government, in special inter-
ests, in higher taxes to pay for all his prom-
ises. And I offer smaller Government, lower
taxes, and more power to the people so
that we can renew America.

The Democrats don’t like it when I talk
about it, but we've got to find ways to

strengthen the American family, not tear
it apart at the shreds by crazy social legisla-
tion. When Barbara Bush reads to those
children in the Diplomatic Entrance to the
White House, she’s saying, “Love your kid.
Read to the children. Strengthen the Amer-
ican family.” And that’s what we must do.
[Applause] And I agree with you. I think
we've got the best First Lady in a long,
long time.

You know, as I told them last night, in
the Oval Office, the buck does stop there.
You've got to make tough decisions. You
can’t kéep everybody happy. When you
make a mistake you pick up and go on
and try to continue to help the American
people. When you do something wrong, do
like a family person does, say, “Look, I
made a mistake and now I want to go for-
ward.” I believe I have been a good, strong
leader in tough times for the United States
of America.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. 1 believe 1 have the ideas,
the experience, and the character to lead
again so that together we can make our
Nation more safe and more secure. Let us
not take a risk on America’s future. I ask
for your trust so that I can finish this job.
I am proud of the United States. I do not
tear it down. I want to lift it up and make
life better for every single American.

And may God bless you all. May God
bless you. And thank you for this fantastic
show of support. I am very, very grateful
to you. Thank you all.

Note: The President spoke at 11:57 a.m. at
the Springfield Township Municipal Amphi-
theater.

Remarks to Farm and Business Groups in Grand Rapids, Michigan

October 12, 1992

Thank you very much. Well, thank you
all. And let me just thank everybody, thank
Jim and Tom, Noelle and Brian. Pay re-
spects to our Governor, who is rapidly cross-
ing out the fact that his wife, Michelle, is

not with us today, which is our loss. She’s
doing a first class job as first lady of this
State, and I'm very proud to have these
endorsements from the leading farm and
business groups in Michigan.
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You know, the global economy—and
we're in a global economy—is in transition.
And still, compared to the other countries
of the world, the American economy is in
relatively good shape. Industrial manufac-
turing—up, versus Japan. In the Bush years,
farm income and family income averaged
highest under any President. And inflation
is way down, as we’ve heard. Low interest
rates mean good news for farmers, home-
buyers, small-business men and women.

The real question then in this election
is: Where do we go from here? And Gov-
ernor Clinton offers a billion dollars a day
in new promises, at least $150 billion which
he’s already proposed in new taxes to be
paid by, of course, small businesses, farm-
ers, and middle class. He says soak the rich,
but the whole country knows better.

I want to make Government smaller,
make opportunity larger. And I propose
controlling the growth of mandatory spend-
ing, eliminating wasteful Government
spending, while still making the necessary
investments in job training, education, and
in high-wage industries of the future.

Last month, the National Association of
Business Economists compared our two di-
rections, Governor Clinton’s and mine. And
the vast majority said that under the Bush
agenda, inflation would be lower, interest
rates would be lower, and the budget deficit
smaller. Michigan voters ought to look at
our plans in detail and ask which will make
their jobs, their families more secure. The
Michigan farm and business community has
done that, and I am very proud to accept
their support in our crusade to renew Amer-
ica for the next 4 years.

Thank you all very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 3:55 p.m. at
Kent County International Airport. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. John Engler
of Michigan; James Barrett, president,
Michigan Chamber of Commerce; Tom
Guthrie, vice chairman, Michigan Farm Bu-
reau AgriPac; Noelle Clark, chairwoman,
Michigan chapter, National Federation of
Independent Businesses; and Brian
Wellman, chairman, Michigan Homebuilders
Association.
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The President. Thank you, Governor.
What a fantastic rally. Thank you all. Wall-
to-wall people at Hope. This is beautiful.
Thank you so very much. And may I thank
your great Governor, John Engler, and sa-
lute your Lieutenant Governor, Connie
Binsfeld, who’s with us. And Peter Hoek-
stra, who we’ve got to have as a Member
of the Congress. If we had more people
in Congress like Peter, they wouldn’t be
yelling at me, “Clean House!” We've got
to clean House, and one way to do it: Get
Peter in there and others like him. Good,
solid, Michigan people.

Out there in the audience is someone
you ought to be very proud of, the man
I had the pleasure of meeting awhile back,
Professor Harvey Blankespoor, and his wife,
Marlene. Great leader, great educational
leader. And of course, it’s a great pleasure

1814

to be here at Hope College, and great to
be back in Michigan.

Now, may I begin by congratulating the
Flying Dutchmen on your big victory Satur-
day. You know, I also couldn’t help but
notice that one of Michigan’s great compa-
nies, the Herman Miller Corporation, made
the furniture for last night’s Presidential de-
bate. They did a great job. Things got so
hot in there that I commend whoever made
the decision to nail the podiums to the floor.
[Laughter] But, you know, Governor Clin-
ton has a tendency to take two positions
on every issue. So maybe Herman Miller
should make a fourth podium, one for Clin-
ton when he’s for something and one for
Clinton when he’s against it.

You listen to him, and also to some degree
to Ross Perot, and you get the feeling that
America is a nation in decline. And
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