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bet, and I’m going to bet on our future.
I’m going to fight for good jobs to go right
in this port and ship our goods abroad,
every one of them made by American work-
ers in the United States.

Audience members. We want Bush! We
want Bush! We want Bush!

The President. I care about America lead-
ing this new economy, right here. I just
didn’t read about free trade in a textbook
somewhere; I feel it. I’ve learned it all my
life.

And here at this port, you know that the
future lies in reaching out, in tearing down
barriers, in selling American products in
every corner of the globe. Now let’s get
the job done, together.

I am proud of what we have accomplished
the past 4 years to make freedom victorious,
to make our children safer. You know, Gov-
ernor Clinton doesn’t seem to care, but I
think it’s a big deal that our kids, our chil-
dren, go to bed every night safer from the
scourge of nuclear weapons. I am proud
that my administration had a lot to do with
that. And we did it by standing up against
aggression. The sons and daughters of Lou-
isiana that served in Desert Storm deserve
our thanks and deserve our support. And
so do those that served in Vietnam.

Now we must build on our accomplish-

ment and meet the challenge of a global
economy. America cannot be timid, we can-
not be uncertain. That is not our nature.
We must be aggressive. We must lead. We
must keep our eyes fixed on the future,
for that is where our opportunity lies.

This is the kind of leadership I’ve given
America. As we’ve changed the world the
past 4 years, this is the kind of leadership
that I offer for the next 4 years, as we
create jobs and renew this country we love
so dearly. Do not let them tear down the
United States of America. We are the best
and freest and fairest country on the face
of the Earth. Our future looks bright. Now
let’s get to work and create jobs here in
America for all.

Thank you. Thank you. And may God
Bless our great country. Thank you very
much. Thank you all.

Note: The President spoke at 2:08 p.m. at
the Nashville Avenue Wharf. In his remarks,
he referred to Peggy Wilson, New Orleans
council member; W. Henson Moore, Assist-
ant to the President for Intergovernmental
Affairs; and Patrick F. Taylor, who devel-
oped the Taylor plan for financing higher
education for low- and moderate-income stu-
dents.

Remarks to the Law Enforcement Community in New Orleans
October 8, 1992

Well, thank you, Ron, Pete, and I am
very pleased to receive this endorsement.
I am very pleased. Louisiana has got a great
law enforcement community, and this is a
wonderful occasion for me. The Police As-
sociation of New Orleans and the other rep-
resentatives of law enforcement community
here with us today, I just thank you all
from the bottom of a very grateful heart.

Let me just say a word to the family and
friends of Officer Norvin Powell, who dedi-
cated a lifetime of service to the small town
of Winfield, Louisiana. Two weeks ago, offi-
cer Powell responded to a routine break-
in. Then after a struggle with the burglar,

Powell lay dead, and the burglar escaped.
He didn’t get far. After an 18-hour man-
hunt, he was arrested. Tragically, Officer
Powell’s handcuffs were still attached to one
wrist. Powell took a stand. He made a dif-
ference in his community. On behalf of a
grateful nation, while I’m here, I simply
want to pay tribute here to this outstanding
officer and others like him all across this
country.

You know, keeping neighborhoods safe
and secure has got to be one of the fun-
damental responsibilities of government. It
takes a tough, no-nonsense approach, one
that puts our sympathy with the victims of
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crime, not the criminals. Ron set out the
principles that I feel are absolutely essential
for a President as related to law enforce-
ment. After all, hard time is what criminals
should get, not the innocent kids and older
Americans who have to live in the fear of
violence.

In this election, two candidates are talking
tough on crime, but just one candidate is
taking action. Now, you can look at the
record. Last year under Governor Clinton,
Arkansas criminals on average served just
one-fifth of their sentence before they were
back out on the street. They did the crime,
and they served one-fifth of the time.

So I think you’ll see the contrast when
I tell you that the Federal inmates, inmates
who fall under my jurisdiction, serve an av-
erage of 85 percent of their full sentence.
Crime is one more issue where the Gov-
ernor of Arkansas can’t talk his way past
his record. If you want to know who’s really
tough on crime, look to the people out there
on the front lines.

Take the Fraternal Order of Police over
in Little Rock. They lived with Governor
Clinton for 12 years. They know that Arkan-
sas ranks rock bottom for every important
per capita crime dollar it spends: prisons,
46th; judicial and legal systems, 50th. And
when it comes to spending for police offi-
cers, Arkansas ranks 49th. They know Bill
Clinton’s record best, and they are endors-
ing George Bush for President of the
United States.

So let me say to the law enforcement
officers and the associations that are rep-
resented here today: For 4 years I’ve kept
a badge, an officer’s badge 14072, in my
desk in the Oval Office. A retired New York
police lieutenant, Matt Byrne, gave me that
badge some time ago. It’s his son’s badge,
Eddie Byrne, who wore the badge the day
he was gunned down by a gang of
crackheads. As Matt asked, I have really
kept that badge right there in that center
drawer of the Oval Office desk, kept it there
as a reminder of all of the brave officers
who put your lives on the line for us every
single day.

As President, you have my thanks. But
much more than that, you have my support.
You’re on the side of the law, and I am
on your side. With your support, I know
that we can turn back the threat of drugs
and crime. I know that we can make our
communities much safer and much strong-
er.

I thank you very much, each and every
one of you, for this vote of confidence. And
may God bless the men and women who
wear the badge. Thank you all.

Note: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. at
Belle Chasse Naval Air Station. In his re-
marks, he referred to Ronald J. Canatella,
president, Police Association of New Orleans,
and Peter Dale, Louisiana State coordinator
for law enforcement, Bush-Quayle ’92.

Remarks at a Victory ’92 Dinner in Houston, Texas
October 8, 1992

The President. Thank you all very much.
Thank you.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you, President
Reagan. Thank you, my friend, and thank
you for all that you taught me in those
8 years when I was privileged to serve at
your side.

Let me also give my thanks to Barbara,
working so hard up in New York tonight,

but all across this country; to President Ger-
ald Ford, for whom I have unlimited re-
spect; for my running mate and my partner,
Vice President Dan Quayle, out there in
St. Louis, and Marilyn; and to Bob Dole
and Bob Michel. I couldn’t ask for two finer,
more principled leaders in the two Houses
of Congress, and I just wish we had control
of both Houses to move this country for-
ward even faster.

I was touched by what my friend Arnold
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