
1712

Sept. 30 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

Indeed, I’ve been around the political track
for a long time, and I’ve never seen quite
the anger and the ugliness in the political
process, the willingness to twist and distort
and make things ugly. But it’s worth it; you
know it. It is worth it because we have
accomplished a lot for this country. We’ve
accomplished a lot on the world scene as
well. Now I want to finish the job, finish

the job by bringing opportunity and hope
to all Americans, and I am very grateful
to each and every one of you.

Thank you, and now off to the political
wars. May God bless the United States of
America. Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 9:23 a.m. at
the J.W. Marriott Hotel.

Remarks to the Law Enforcement Community in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin
September 30, 1992

Thank you all on this beautiful day in
Oshkosh. I am delighted to be here. I want
to thank the Mayor and ask that he not
send the bill—[laughter]—but thank him
for the presentation. And I am very, very
grateful to the men and women in law en-
forcement who are standing here, Officer
DeBraska and Paul Bucher particularly,
were up here speaking. It’s also an honor
to be introduced by one of the Nation’s
great, Governor Tommy Thompson. You’re
lucky out here, and I hope you know it.

But I am very honored and pleased to
receive the endorsement of Wisconsin’s law
enforcement community: the State troop-
ers, the Sheriffs Department Association,
the Military Police Association, the Milwau-
kee Police Association.

You know, keeping our neighborhoods
safe and secure is one of the fundamental
responsibilities of government. It takes a
tough, no-nonsense approach, one that puts
our sympathy with the victims of crime,
not with the criminals. After all, hard time
is what criminals should get, not the inno-
cent kids and older Americans who have
to live in fear of violence. In this election,
two candidates are talking tough on crime,
but just one candidate is taking action. All
I ask, and will be asking the American peo-
ple in these debates if the other guy ever
shows up—[laughter]—is look at the
record.

Look at the record. Arkansas ranks near
the bottom in every important per capita
law enforcement expenditure: for prisons,
46th in the Nation; for judicial and legal

systems, 50th; and when it comes to spend-
ing for police officers, Arkansas ranks 49th.
Since 1989, we’ve proposed a 59-percent
increase in Federal spending to fight crime.

Here’s another snapshot on the Arkansas
situation: Last year under Governor Clin-
ton, Arkansas’ criminals on average served
just one-fifth of their sentence before they
were back out on the street. They did crime,
and then they serve one-fifth of the time.
That is not right. And let me contrast that
with the Federal inmates, the ones who
fall under the Federal jurisdiction, my juris-
diction: Arkansas one-fifth of the time, and
the Federal prisons an average 85 percent
of their full sentence. A big difference in
favor of the police officers, in favor of the
victims of crime.

Crime is one more issue, one more area
where the Governor of Arkansas cannot
kind of slickly talk his way past his record.
If you want to know who’s really tough on
crime, look around you here today. Look
at the people that are out on the front line,
putting their lives at risk for you and me
every single day. That’s who we ought to
support, not worrying about how kind we
want to be to these criminals.

And speaking of those who are on the
front line, I was delighted—take a look at
the Fraternal Order of Police in Little Rock,
Arkansas. They’ve lived with Governor Clin-
ton for 12 years, and they know his record
best. And they endorsed me for President
of the United States.

To you who put your lives on the line
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every day, let me just say you have my
thanks. But much more than that, you have
our strong support. You are on the side
of the law, and I am on your side. I wish
you had a little more clout with the United
States Congress. For 1,091 days, I believe
the figure is, they are sitting on a strong
anticrime bill that I sent up there 31⁄2 years
ago. And they’ve done absolutely nothing
with it. That is not fair to the men and
women who wear the uniform, who are out
there supporting us. Whether it’s in the
courts or on the streets, we need to back
them up with strong Federal anticrime leg-
islation.

You know, with your strong support, I
know that we can take back the streets and
we can turn back the threat of drugs and
crime and make our communities safer and
more secure.

So thank you all very, very much, women
and men of law enforcement, for your vote
of confidence. May God bless the men and
women who serve us. Thank you very, very
much. Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. at
Wittman Regional Airport. In his remarks,
he referred to Robert Jungwirth, Mayor of
Oshkosh.

Remarks to the Community in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin
September 30, 1992

The President. Thank you, Governor
Thompson. Thank all of you for that warm
Fond du Lac welcome. And it’s great, great
to be here in your city, great to be back
in the State of Wisconsin. Let me just say
how pleased I am to be here with your
Lieutenant Governor, Scott McCallum,
who’s doing a great job for the State; Anita
Anderegg, the county executive here, a real
leader; Cate Zeuske, the State treasurer.
And let me also thank my longtime friend
John MacIver, our Bush-Quayle Wisconsin
chairman, for all his efforts. Unless you
don’t know it, you’ve got one of the greatest
Governors in Tommy Thompson in the en-
tire United States of America. He is an
outstanding national leader. He’s doing
great things for this State. And he’s working
most cooperatively with Washington. I am
very, very proud that he is my close, dear
friend. And Barbara feels exactly the same
way about him. I see some Tom Petri signs.
We’ve got to reelect him to the United
States Congress. He’s a good man, a good
Congressman. Reelect him.

Now, I understand that I’m visiting here
the day before the Democratic candidates
come to town.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. I can’t resist saying, I don’t

think this is the last time that I’ll be ahead
of the Democratic ticket. We are going to

win this election in November.
Audience members. Four more years!

Four more years! Four more years!
The President. There’s been a lot of dis-

cussion in the past week about Presidential
debates. I think debates are important. I
think the American people deserve to see
the two candidates side by side. So yester-
day, down in Tennessee, I challenged my
opponent to a series of four television de-
bates, the last four Sundays before the elec-
tion. I said I’d be very flexible about the
format, but I was eager to have the Amer-
ican people compare my ideas with Gov-
ernor Clinton’s. We have offered to meet
with Governor Clinton’s campaign any-
where, anytime. And so far at least, Gov-
ernor Clinton has responded to my chal-
lenge the same way he responds to issues
like free trade, fuel efficiency standards, and
middle class taxes: He waffles. I can’t find
him. He’s lost. He’s missing in action. He
refuses on this issue to take a position one
way or the other, just like on all these other
issues.

So this morning I renew my challenge
to Governor Clinton: Let’s have our people
sit down, work this out. Let’s have four
debates with the formats that I like and
the format that you like. And I’m no Oxford
debater. I didn’t spend a lot of time over in
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