
1547

Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Sept. 12

Radio Address to the Nation on the Agenda for American Renewal
September 12, 1992

This week I laid out my Agenda for Amer-
ican Renewal, a comprehensive set of an-
swers to the most important question Amer-
icans are asking these days: What kind of
America will our kids grow up in? My agen-
da offers the promise of a renewed America,
an America with a $10 trillion economy by
early in the next century. With that kind
of dynamic growth we can address our
problems here at home and guarantee that
America will remain not just a military su-
perpower but an export superpower and
an economic superpower.

Today one out of every six manufacturing
jobs is tied to exports. So first, I offer a
strategic trade policy, including new free
trade agreements with the emerging de-
mocracies of Eastern Europe. By increasing
trade we increase American jobs. It’s as sim-
ple as that.

If we want America to compete with
other nations, we have to change our
schools. Through my America 2000 pro-
gram we are already reinventing education
in almost 2,000 towns and cities. And I want
to give scholarships to low- and middle-
income students so that parents can choose
where their kids go to school, whether pub-
lic schools, private schools, or religious
schools.

Even with new schools, graduates are
going to need good jobs. So the third part
of my agenda is to sharpen our businesses’
competitive edge. That means cutting taxes
and regulations on small business. It also
means doing away with the crazy lawsuits
that strike fear into the hearts of every busi-
ness man or woman. Get this: American
businesses and consumers now spend up
to $200 billion each year just on direct costs
to lawyers. I don’t want to see an America
where only lawyers get rich. I want to see
an America where workers can get rich.

The fourth part of my agenda is extremely
important: to promote economic security

for all working people. For example, I have
a program to control health care costs, to
allow you to take your coverage from job
to job, and to make health care available
to almost 30 million Americans who simply
can’t afford it today.

In the 21st century we will need the tal-
ents of everyone, regardless of whether you
were born in city or suburb. And that’s
agenda item number five: opportunity for
all Americans. It means reforming our wel-
fare system. Already we’ve given States au-
thority to experiment with programs that
don’t just give people a check but reward
work and personal responsibility.

The final part of my agenda is especially
important: ‘‘rightsizing’’ Government. I be-
lieve the Federal Government today is too
big and spends too much of your money.
My opponent wants to raise taxes and raise
spending. I put forth almost $300 billion
in specific cuts in spending over the next
5 years. I want to use the savings to reduce
taxes and get this economy moving, and
get the deficit off our children’s shoulders.

This is my Agenda for American Renewal.
Parts of it are already underway; parts of
it are new. I will fight for this agenda with
the new Congress and its 150 expected new
Members. If Congress balks, I will work
with Governors, mayors, teachers, commu-
nity leaders to keep my agenda moving for-
ward.

My opponent has reached into the medi-
cine cabinet and offered the same tired old
prescription: more Government and bigger
Government. My agenda for America offers
new solutions, solutions that give power to
you, not Government. This is the way we
will create a $10 trillion economy. This is
the way we can match the peace we’ve
achieved around the world with peace of
mind here at home.

Thank you for listening.
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Note: This address was recorded at 9:50 a.m.
on September 10 in the Oval Office at the

White House for broadcast after 9 a.m. on
September 12.

Remarks on Disaster Assistance for Hawaii Following Hurricane
Iniki
September 13, 1992

The President. This weekend, as you
know, Hurricane Iniki, one of the most
powerful storms in this century, struck the
island of Hawaii. Reportedly, some lives
have been lost. I talked to the Governor
last night, and he told me that the latest
estimate was two lives, but nobody is abso-
lutely certain at this point. There have been
a lot of injuries, and there’s been consider-
able physical damage. On the island of
Kauai, damage is now estimated at approxi-
mately $1 billion with 30 percent of the
buildings destroyed. Airports and main
roads are open now, but 95 percent of the
island is without power.

Wallace Stickney, the FEMA Adminis-
trator, Pat Saiki, the Administrator of the
Small Business Administration—a native
Hawaiian—are already out there coordinat-
ing the relief operation. They’re working
closely with Governor John Waihee. And
today shipments of water, food, tents, gen-
erators, and other relief supplies are being
delivered to the island. These efforts involve
the cooperation of State officials; FEMA
and CINCPAC and the other military peo-

ple are working closely with the Governor.
In addition to the Governor’s request, I’ve

declared most of the island a Federal disas-
ter area, eligible for grants and low-cost
loans to cover property losses. We stand
ready to provide further assistance for the
Governor to speed the relief effort. I had
a good talk with him, and he did say that
he was satisfied and pleased with the co-
operation from the Federal Government,
working with State and local officials.

Our hearts go out to the people of Hawaii,
and we pledge to stand by them in support
at this hour of need.

Thank you all.
Q. Mr. President, are you going——
The President. I have no plans right now.

Note: The President spoke at 8:40 a.m. at
Andrews Air Force Base prior to his depar-
ture for Irvine, CA. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to naval forces under the Commander
in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet (CINCPAC).
Hurricane Iniki struck the island of Kauai
on September 11.

Remarks at a Welcome Rally in Anaheim, California
September 13, 1992

The President. Thank you, Mr. President.
Thank you very much, President Reagan.
May I salute not only President Reagan but
Governor Wilson, our master of cere-
monies; Bob Dornan, our great Member
of Congress, a loyal supporter. I want to
thank the Gatlin Brothers, my old friends
that are with us today. What a job they
do for us. It’s great to be in California.
And it’s especially great to be here with

these three Members of the United States
Congress, with Senator Seymour. We must
reelect Senator Seymour, and we must elect
Bruce Herschensohn to the Senate.

Mr. President, last year I was honored
to help dedicate your library. When I leave
office I look forward to your dedicating
mine. Not to be specific, but how are you
fixed for 1997?

I love Ronald Reagan for the same rea-
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