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White House Statement on Fire Danger in the Northwest

September 9, 1992

The President today announced several
actions that the administration will take to
expedite salvage operations of dead or dying
timber in the Northwest and Northern Cali-
fornia in order to ease the growing fire dan-
ger in that region. Western States, particu-
larly California, are experiencing one of the
worst fire seasons in history. This summer
alone, there have been over 70,000 wildfires
that have destroyed approximately 1.7 mil-
lion acres of forest and rangeland, burned
over 1,200 homes and other buildings, and
required the evacuation of over 35,000 peo-
ple. Fire danger has been particularly acute
due to the unusually large volume of timber
that is dead or dying because of a 7-year
drought that also has exacerbated damage
from insects and disease.

The President has directed the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and the Interior and
all other appropriate Federal Agencies to
expedite their existing timber salvage sales

programs for those areas not falling within
spotted owl habitat, where timber harvest-
ing is prohibited by Federal court order.
In addition, the Department of Agriculture
will issue final regulations updating their
policy and procedures for complying with
the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA). The final USDA regulation in-
creases to 1.0 million board feet the amount
of dead or dying trees which can be har-
vested in a single salvage project without
having to prepare documentation under
NEPA. Pursuant to NEPA and applicable
regulations, USDA has determined that
timber sales of this magnitude will have
no significant environmental effect. In addi-
tion to reducing the danger from forest
fires, the U.S. Forest Service estimates
these actions will increase the timber har-
vest from these lands by 250 to 450 million
board feet for fiscal year 1993.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session With the Economic

Club of Detroit in Michigan
September 10, 1992

The President. Thank you all very, very
much. Good morning to everyone. Gov-
ernor Engler, I'm proud to be with you,
sir, and thank you for that kind introduction.
Greetings to Chick Fisher, your chairman,
and Jerry Warren, both of whom have been
most hospitable to me. I've been here sev-
eral times before this most distinguished
American forum, and I'm delighted to be
back.

This morning I am here for a very serious
speech, serious business. I'm releasing
today an Agenda for the American Renewal,
and I've come here today to introduce it
to you and to the Nation.

My agenda diagnoses the economic prob-
lems our Nation faces, lays out the prin-
ciples that should guide us in the years
ahead, and explains the integrated approach

that I am pursuing to meet the challenge.
Over the past weeks I have been discussing
certain elements of my economic agenda,
and in the weeks ahead I will be expanding
on those and other ideas. The document
that I'm releasing today shows how the
pieces all fit together. But let’s begin this
morning by stepping back, taking stock of
where we are as a great nation in the broad-
er sweep of history.

The American people have just complet-
ed the greatest mission in the lifetime of
our country: the triumph of democratic cap-
italism over imperial communism. Today,
this year, for the first time since December
of 1941, the United States is not engaged
in a war, hot or cold. Throughout history,
at the close of prolonged and costly wars,
victors have confronted the problem
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