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H.R. 3033 will make a major contribution
to enhancing the employability of disadvan-
taged youth and adults. I am particularly
pleased that H.R. 3033 incorporates the key
features of the Administration’s proposal to
amend the JTPA.

First, the legislation will maintain the
local flexibility and system of performance
standards that are the cornerstones of the
current [TPA program.

Second, it will target services on youth
and adults who are most at risk of failure
in the job market, including those who lack
basic skills, are high school dropouts, or
are dependent on welfare.

Third, H.R. 3033 will enhance program
quality by providing more intensive and
comprehensive services to participants.
These services include an assessment of
each participant’s skill levels and service
needs and the development of individual-
ized service strategies based on the assess-
ment. In addition, participants will receive
basic and occupational skills training tied
to labor market opportunities that will pro-
mote the long-term employability, job
placement, and job retention of partici-
pants.

Fourth, the legislation will strengthen
program accountability by including signifi-
cant fiscal and administrative improve-
ments.

Fifth, these amendments will provide for
a more comprehensive, coordinated human
resource system by establishing linkages be-
tween Federal programs that will avoid du-
plication and enhance the delivery of serv-
ices. For example, Governors will have the
authority to establish State Human Re-
source Investment Councils to oversee the
coordination of Federal human resource
programs at the State level. Coordination
of such programs is a key element in my

Job Training 2000 proposal. I am very
pleased to have this important step in place
as a foundation for Job Training 2000.

In addition, these amendments will estab-
lish the innovative Youth Fair Chance pro-
gram designed to stimulate communitywide
action that will provide education and em-
ployment opportunities to youth who live
in poor, inner city neighborhoods and rural
areas. This program will be a vital supple-
ment to our Weed and Seed, Youth Train-
ing Corps, Treat and Train, and other urban
youth initiatives.

These features of the legislation are es-
sential to improving the already successful
track record of the JTPA in providing train-
ing and jobs to our most disadvantaged citi-
zens. I wish to express my appreciation for
the cooperation that has been exhibited on
all sides and has made possible a stronger,
more effective Federal job training system.

Finally, I must note that although the
Supreme Court has ruled that the Congress
and the executive branch may provide bene-
fits to members of Indian tribes, as opposed
to Indians defined as a racial group, and
I support efforts to offer such benefits, this
bill appears to provide some benefits to
Alaskan Natives and Hawaiian Natives, as
well as other Native Americans in some
instances, on the basis of racial categories.
I am directing the Secretary of Labor and
the Attorney General to consult about
whether these provisions can be carried out
in a constitutional manner.

GEORGE BuUsH

The White House,
September 7, 1992.

Note: H.R. 3033, approved September 7, was
assigned Public Law No. 102-367.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters on Proposed Disaster

Relief Legislation
September 8, 1992

The President. Let me just first express
my most sincere condolences at the death

of Senator Burdick of North Dakota, a great
American, served his country with great
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distinction. And particularly to our friends
from the Senate who are here today, I want
to tell you how deeply Barbara and I feel
about that loss. I know I speak for every-
body here on both sides, the House and
the Senate, both sides of the aisle, about
the loss of this great Senator.

On to the business at hand. This morning
I'm submitting to the Congress emergency
supplemental requests to cover the cost of
cleaning up the consequences of the dev-
astating hurricane that hit both Florida and
Louisiana. There’s been a tremendous co-
operative effort, many around this table par-
ticipating to the fullest, private citizens, vol-
unteers, government officials at all levels,
to help people who have been so devastated
by this storm. And I think it has been a
truly bipartisan, put it this way, nonpartisan
effort. It's worked very well, I think.

Today we're asking the Congress to join
the effort officially on the Hill. We're asking
for over $7.6 billion in budgetary resources
to pay for everything from temporary shel-
ter to guaranteed loans for new homes. It’s
a large financial burden, but the personal
and human need is even more staggering.
And our country must be able to answer
the cries for help from those people who
have lost so much and yet, I feel, remain
so strong. So I'm asking that the Congress
move promptly on this legislation with—
I'm asking that it not become entangled
in other issues. So I would welcome the
support of everybody here. We're with you,
the Senators and House Members from the
affected area. I think we can get this done.
Thank you all.

Q. Mr. President, is it your impression
the Congress will go along with this re-
quest?

The President. Well, one of the things
we're going to talk to these leaders about
is just exactly that and see what we can
do. But I know the Governors of both
States, Governor Chiles, Governor Edwin
Edwards, are prepared to pitch in. And it
is my feeling that the country is together
on this one. It’s hard

Q. Does this break the budget?

The President. Some of it unquestionably
will be over the budget, not all of it. And
I'm going to ask Dick Darman to explain
this to the Members here in a minute.

Q. Is this the gridlocked Congress you're
asking?

The President. Not on this issue. I don’t
think there’s any gridlock at all, Helen
[Helen Thomas, United Press Inter-
national]. I think the country is together.
I think the Members of Congress have been
superb. I have spoken out phblicly in grati-
tude for the support of both Governor
Chiles and Governor Edwards. So nice try,
but not on this issue. We'll go to general
quarters on other issues, not this one. We're
together on this.

Q. Will anything be accomplished, Mr.
President, in this election year session of
Congress?

The President. This one’s going to get
accomplished. We've got to get this done
for the people, and I'm confident that it
will.

Q. Anything else?

The President. Well, I'll get a little advice
on that from some around the table here.

Thank you all.

Note: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House prior
to a meeting with congressional leaders.

White House Statement on Proposed Disaster Relief Legislation

September 8, 1992

Today the President submitted to the
Congress emergency supplemental requests
to cover the incremental costs arising from
the consequences of Hurricane Andrew and
Typhoon Omar. The requests are for the
Federal Emergency Management Agency
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(FEMA), the Small Business Administration
(SBA), and most of the Cabinet Depart-
ments. The requested funds represent a
Federal financial response to address the
effects of Hurricane Andrew and Typhoon
Omar of over $7.6 billion in budgetary re-
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