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the great Statue of Liberty that stands in
New York Harbor. We’re like that great
statue, brought over in pieces from the Old
World, strapped together with bolts of steel
right here on our own American soil, assem-
bled, raised, and anchored on a rock in
our own American waters. And we are like
that statue because the family that is Amer-
ica came over in pieces as well.

We came as Poles and Hungarians and
Chinese and Germans; Japanese, Irish,
Swedes, and French; Italians, Russians,
Spaniards, Cubans, Koreans, Hondurans,
Lithuanians, and Finns; Ukrainians,
Latvians, Bulgarians, and Mexicans; Israelis,
Albanians, Czechs, Macedonians. And that
roster of new Americans goes on and on
and never ends. Like that great statue, we
came over in pieces. Our cultures were
bolted together by hope. Our cross-struts
are many. Our strengths are eternal. Our
hopes unite us. And our vision is one: a
vision of prosperous peace for our children.
And the last best hope for that vision is
you, the American people.

It’s now time to take those same heartfelt
urges that made us become the statue and
put them to work here at home. This fight
for freedom isn’t fought on the dark, treach-
erous borders far from home. This fight
for freedom is fought on the economic bat-
tlefield by creating new jobs, opening new
markets, building new American strengths
right here, here and abroad. And this fight
is fought with creativity, determination, and
investment in the hearts and minds of the
American people.

Here in Hamtramck and across this Na-
tion, these are the forces Americans must
bring to bear on our future so every Ameri-
can’s human potential is stretched to its

God-given best. Hamtramck, you can
change the world with a gift your mothers
and fathers left behind. And today I chal-
lenge you to redeem the struggles they en-
dured. Make their labors mean something.
Redeem the struggles Solidarity suffered.
Redeem the struggles Kosciuszko and Pu-
laski and, in fact, all the Kowalskis and
Janowskis who lived and died and aimed
at one simple thing: to be heard, to have
a voice, to vote.

Come November 3d, I challenge you to
breathe life into the meaning of Labor Day
and into the meaning of Solidarity and into
the hopes and the dreams of the thousands
who have died for the precious right we
so often ignore. I challenge you to vote
your conscience. I would hope you would
vote for me, of course, but only you can
know your heart. As you cast that vote, ob-
serve how easy it is. And remember how
costly, how terribly costly this great gift was
to win and to earn and to pass down to
us here today.

Ladies and gentlemen, that is the legacy
of Hamtramck. That is the legacy of your
ancestors’ homeland. And that is the legacy
of the family of America. Make her proud.

Thank you all. God bless you for this won-
derful support. And may God bless a free,
an always-free Poland. Thank you very
much.

Note: The President spoke at 4:18 p.m. after
participating in the Polish Festival parade.
In his remarks, he referred to Monsignor
Stanley Milewski, chancellor of Orchard
Lake St. Mary’s, and Paul Odrobina, city
councilman and president of the Michigan
chapter of the Polish American Congress.

Statement on Signing the Job Training Reform Amendments of 1992
September 7, 1992

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
3033, the ‘‘Job Training Reform Amend-
ments of 1992.’’ I believe this legislation,
which amends the Job Training Partnership
Act (JTPA), will improve an already success-

ful large-scale job training program and
make it more responsive to the labor market
of the 1990’s.
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H.R. 3033 will make a major contribution
to enhancing the employability of disadvan-
taged youth and adults. I am particularly
pleased that H.R. 3033 incorporates the key
features of the Administration’s proposal to
amend the JTPA.

First, the legislation will maintain the
local flexibility and system of performance
standards that are the cornerstones of the
current JTPA program.

Second, it will target services on youth
and adults who are most at risk of failure
in the job market, including those who lack
basic skills, are high school dropouts, or
are dependent on welfare.

Third, H.R. 3033 will enhance program
quality by providing more intensive and
comprehensive services to participants.
These services include an assessment of
each participant’s skill levels and service
needs and the development of individual-
ized service strategies based on the assess-
ment. In addition, participants will receive
basic and occupational skills training tied
to labor market opportunities that will pro-
mote the long-term employability, job
placement, and job retention of partici-
pants.

Fourth, the legislation will strengthen
program accountability by including signifi-
cant fiscal and administrative improve-
ments.

Fifth, these amendments will provide for
a more comprehensive, coordinated human
resource system by establishing linkages be-
tween Federal programs that will avoid du-
plication and enhance the delivery of serv-
ices. For example, Governors will have the
authority to establish State Human Re-
source Investment Councils to oversee the
coordination of Federal human resource
programs at the State level. Coordination
of such programs is a key element in my

Job Training 2000 proposal. I am very
pleased to have this important step in place
as a foundation for Job Training 2000.

In addition, these amendments will estab-
lish the innovative Youth Fair Chance pro-
gram designed to stimulate communitywide
action that will provide education and em-
ployment opportunities to youth who live
in poor, inner city neighborhoods and rural
areas. This program will be a vital supple-
ment to our Weed and Seed, Youth Train-
ing Corps, Treat and Train, and other urban
youth initiatives.

These features of the legislation are es-
sential to improving the already successful
track record of the JTPA in providing train-
ing and jobs to our most disadvantaged citi-
zens. I wish to express my appreciation for
the cooperation that has been exhibited on
all sides and has made possible a stronger,
more effective Federal job training system.

Finally, I must note that although the
Supreme Court has ruled that the Congress
and the executive branch may provide bene-
fits to members of Indian tribes, as opposed
to Indians defined as a racial group, and
I support efforts to offer such benefits, this
bill appears to provide some benefits to
Alaskan Natives and Hawaiian Natives, as
well as other Native Americans in some
instances, on the basis of racial categories.
I am directing the Secretary of Labor and
the Attorney General to consult about
whether these provisions can be carried out
in a constitutional manner.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
September 7, 1992.

Note: H.R. 3033, approved September 7, was
assigned Public Law No. 102–367.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters on Proposed Disaster
Relief Legislation
September 8, 1992

The President. Let me just first express
my most sincere condolences at the death

of Senator Burdick of North Dakota, a great
American, served his country with great
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