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expect to sign quickly, providing for the
conversion of this material into civilian reac-
tor fuel. We have also agreed to establish
measures to ensure that the nonprolifera-
tion, physical security, material accounting
and control, and environmental require-
ments covering this material are fully met.

Under the agreement, the United States
and Russia would seek within the next 12
months to conclude an implementing con-
tract establishing the terms of the purchase
of weapons-grade uranium by the U.S. De-
partment of Energy and the dilution of that
material to reactor-grade uranium for sale
as commercial reactor fuel. The contract
would also provide for the participation of
the U.S. private sector and the use by the

Russian Federation of a portion of the pro-
ceeds to increase the safety of nuclear reac-
tors in the former Soviet Union.

Abroad, this agreement will help ensure
that nuclear weapons-grade material does
not fall into the wrong hands, while provid-
ing funds to promote economic reforms and
the transition to a market-based economy.
At home, this agreement will secure long-
term supplies of less expensive fuel for U.S.
nuclear power stations to the benefit of
American consumers, with no adverse im-
pact on American jobs. Thus, this U.S.-Rus-
sian agreement illustrates how foreign pol-
icy accomplishments can promote our do-
mestic economic well-being while making
the world a safer place to live.

Remarks on Hurricane Andrew Recovery Efforts
August 31, 1992

The President. Let me just make a brief
statement because it’s been a very busy day
regarding the hurricane and trying to help
the victims thereof. I met today with the
homebuilders, the volunteer organizations,
a lot of the Federal officials. And at this
meeting we’re going to be talking with rep-
resentatives of the insurance companies and
small business.

We are exploring the medium and longer
term needs of the hurricane aftermath. This
has got to be a long-term commitment, as
I’m sure everyone here knows. And it’s
going to take months, literally, to rebuild
these communities. In many ways the hard-
est work is yet to come. And these will
be the times that test this commitment, to
guarantee to the victims of this terrible trag-
edy that we’re with them for the long haul.

I want to make one special plea here
today. I’d ask the full support of the news
media on this one, and that is an appeal
for all Americans to give generously to these
volunteer organizations who served so val-
iantly in south Florida and in Louisiana.
Today we’ve talked about the complexities
of the problems ahead, from building codes
and check cashing to getting the kids back
in school. But the cooperative spirit has

been fantastic, as I’m sure Pat Saiki knows,
who is head of our Small Business Adminis-
tration. I just would strongly urge the Amer-
ican people to participate in any way they
can by supporting these volunteer organiza-
tions. I’ll tell you more about that, but they
are doing a superb job. And they need the
support of everybody.

And so thank you all very much for being
here. I want to shift here and get from
you the size of the insurance problem that’s
facing the people there, how we can help,
the Federal Government can help. I’ll be
glad to tell you about our Federal efforts
in which I have great confidence. The mili-
tary has moved in. They’re doing very well.
But the volunteers, I’ll tell you, it’s really
the best in the American spirit, what’s hap-
pening there.

Q. Mr. President, do you plan to go back
to Florida and——

The President. Oh, I will, yes. Let me
simply say that I’ll—leaving at 5:45 in the
morning to go back down there, going to
Florida. At 5:45 Barbara and I will leave.
Secretary Cheney will be joining me. We
will have a chance to talk to the top civilian
and military and some of the volunteer
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leaders. And then we’ll fly over to Louisi-
ana, touch base there, and be back here
tomorrow evening.

Note: The President spoke at 4:25 p.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters on Disaster Relief Efforts
in Homestead, Florida
September 1, 1992

The President. Let me, at the outset of
these remarks, say how much I appreciate
the cooperative spirit here, the Governor
of Florida, the Mayor and the city manager
of Homestead, and the other cities here
that are represented. And all are pitching
in. I am so proud of what our military is
doing. And God bless the volunteers, those
who are giving of themselves to help others.
It is a moving and a wonderful message
that’s going forth to the whole country,
whether it’s from the military, from State
officials, from local officials, or from the
volunteers, the propensity of one American
to help another. That’s the message that
I get loud and clear.

Last week I was here in south Florida,
and then I returned to Washington and
issued the orders to help people get back
on their feet. We’re in this for the long
haul. We won’t leave until the job is done.
That’s why I’m here this morning with Sec-
retary Cheney, the Secretary of Defense.
And I’m proud to be at the side of our
two Senators from Florida who have been
working day and night along with the Gov-
ernor trying to help the people of this State.

Today I’m announcing that we are com-
mitted to rebuilding Homestead Air Force
Base to show our commitment to south
Florida. Homestead is very important to our
military. It helps combat the cocaine trade.
It provides air defense. And it will be re-
built.

Now, I don’t underestimate our task in
south Florida, particularly after being back
here today. And to ease the financial bur-
den, today I am authorizing under the Staf-
ford Act full Federal reimbursement for 100
percent of all eligible public assistance, in-
cluding projects such as debris removal, to
eliminate immediate threats to public

health and safety, and repair and recon-
struction of nonprofit facilities. After the
State has committed an amount equal to,
what was it, $10 per capita—but this author-
ization is the maximum that we can do,
and I am very proud that we’re doing this.
Temporary housing and mortgage assistance
crisis counseling, disaster unemployment
assistance will continue to be 100 percent
federally funded where permitted under the
law. And although some cost sharing is in-
volved, the Federal assistance that I have
authorized today represents an extraor-
dinary and very appropriate response to this
human tragedy.

However, the real heroes of Hurricane
Andrew have been and will continue to be
the people, the people of south Florida.
They offer great hope for tomorrow. And
to help coordinate the private sector re-
sponse to Hurricane Andrew, I’ve asked
Alvah Chapman, a very respected Florida
leader and businessman, to serve as the pri-
vate sector liaison to work with Secretary
Card, to work with the Governor, to work
with the Federal task force to ensure the
most effective recovery effort possible.

Also, as I said yesterday, I want to com-
mend and thank in the strongest terms pos-
sible the great effort of these private volun-
teer agencies who have responded so quick-
ly and so well to the crisis. God bless the
volunteers. I know, and I say this con-
fidently, that these volunteers can count on
the continued support of the American peo-
ple in their ongoing work in meeting the
critical needs of the people of south Florida.
We are going to succeed. We will succeed
because the people of south Florida, be-
cause of their spirit.

I’ve seen many examples of this just since
I’ve been here, but let me just mention Isa
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