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Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Aug. 27

Memorandum on Administrative Dismissal of Employees Affected
by Hurricane Andrew
August 26, 1992

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Administrative Dismissal of
Employees Affected by Hurricane Andrew

Our hearts go out to the thousands of
Americans in South Florida and along the
Gulf Coast who have suffered tragic losses
at the hands of Hurricane Andrew. Many
parts of the Federal Government have been
mobilized to respond to this disaster and
to begin a massive effort to recover from
the ravages of this storm.

As part of this effort, I request heads
of executive departments and agencies who

have Federal civilian employees in the geo-
graphic areas designated as disaster areas
because of Hurricane Andrew to use their
discretion under OPM and agency regula-
tions and where appropriate excuse from
duty, without charge to leave or loss of pay,
any such employee who is faced with a per-
sonal emergency because of the storm and
who can be spared from his or her usual
responsibilities. This policy should also be
applied to any employee who is needed for
emergency law enforcement, relief, or
clean-up efforts authorized by Federal,
State, or local officials having jurisdiction.

GEORGE BUSH

Remarks to Public Safety Equipment Employees in St. Louis,
Missouri
August 27, 1992

Thank you all. I know, anything to get
out of work. [Laughter] Steve, thank you,
thank you very much for that kind and gen-
uine introduction. Let me thank some other
members of the host committee: Mike
Latta, one of the founders, Ed Ryan, An-
drew Smith. And of course, I’m very, very
pleased that my dear friend and your great
Governor, John Ashcroft, could be with us
this morning. He’s done a superb job for
this State, and I’m proud to be at his side
once again.

This is really great. Look at the equip-
ment you have here, lightbars, beacons.
You’ve given a new meaning to ‘‘a thousand
points of light.’’ [Laughter]

Over the past 31⁄2 years we’ve seen a
world transformed, as Steve mentioned in
his introduction. And yes, the cold war is
over. And now the defining challenge of
the nineties is to win the competition of
this new global economy, to win the peace.
Our goal is simple and profound: We must
be a military superpower, an economic su-

perpower, and an export superpower.
In this election, you’re going to hear two

versions of how to do this. My opponent’s
answer is to turn inward, to protect what
we already have from the challenges of this
new world. My approach is to look forward,
to look out, to open new markets, prepare
our people to compete, to restore our social
fabric, and to save and invest so that we
can win.

I’ve come to St. Louis today, you’ll be
happy to know, not to have a political rally
but really to deliver a serious message to
the people in this factory, the people in
Missouri, and the people in the country.
I want to point out the sharp difference
between Governor Clinton and me on the
crucial issues of investment and open trade.
My policies encourage both because my ex-
perience in business and foreign affairs has
shown me that trade and investment create
jobs.

In contrast, my opponent and, regret-
tably, the Democratic Congress want to tax
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