AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Aug. 24 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

with the post-cold-war economic realities.
What he won't tell you, though, is this: We
sent forward a prudent defense budget. Be-
cause of what we’ve accomplished around
the world, because the world is more peace-
ful, we are able to reduce spending. But
he sent forward a program that plans $60
billion in additional cuts in defense beyond
what the experts say is responsible. And
that not only will damage the national de-
fense, it will throw one million more de-
fense-related industry employees out of
work and on to the unemployment rolls.
And I'm not going to have it, on two counts:
adding to the unemployment, but fun-
damentally I must protect the national secu-
rity of the United States.

Once these workers have lost those jobs,
high-paid, high-tech jobs, the other side will
step in with some, you know, kind of a
make-work program. Someone ought to ask
the workers whether they would rather have
their high-tech jobs and good training for
another high-tech industry, or some short-
term Government make-work job. I vote
for the former. We can do it. We can get
everybody engaged in high-tech jobs with
this retraining approach.

Now, the big point I want to make here
in this working State is higher spending and
higher taxes will not do any favors to the
American worker. According to one con-
gressional analysis, it could cost America
almost 3 million jobs, this tax-and-spend ap-
proach. And my opponent’s whole approach
reminds me of the guy with the head cold.
The doctor wants to amputate his leg. And
to the patient it sounds a little odd, you
know, a little radical. To the doctor it’s log-
ical: If your cold settles in your lungs, you'll
get pneumonia; if you get pneumonia, your
circulation will go; if your circulation goes,
you'll get gangrene. So just to be safe, better
take off the leg. [Laughter]

Well, that ain’t it. That’s not going to
get the job done. We need a new approach
and one that doesn’t cripple the economy
and then offer workers a crutch, one that
helps people keep the jobs they have, cre-
ates the new jobs that they demand, and
one that helps America retool for the chal-
lenges of a new century, for the challenges
of your lifetime.

I like the spirit here at Lincoln. The peo-
ple at Lincoln, students and faculty, seem
to understand that training for jobs that
exist and moving people up the ladder is
the goal that we all ought to share. It’s
certainly one I do. And I appreciate this
visit very much.

You know, I put forward this approach.
I'm going to fight for it in the campaign,
fight for it with what I hope is a new, non-
gridlocked Congress—that is fouling up ev-
erything in this country. And so I appreciate
very much what you all have shown me
here today. I wish each and every student
at this wonderful institution Godspeed and
good luck. And T'll tell you, I will do my
level-best to hold the line on the taxes and
to hold the line on the spending and create
new jobs through this kind of new job train-
ing approach.

Thank you all, and God bless you. May
God bless you all. And let me say this: I
know things have been tough, but we are
the United States of America. We can over-
come our problems and continue to lead
in the world. Thank you very much.

Note: The President spoke at 10:05 a.m. in
the main automotive shop area. In his re-
marks, he referred to P.J. Santangelo, Lin-
coln Technical Institute president and chief
executive officer, and Donald T.
DiFrancesco, New Jersey State Senate presi-
dent.

Excerpts of a Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on Disaster
Assistance for Florida Following Hurricane Andrew

August 24, 1992

The President has ordered Federal assist-
ance to the State of Florida to help in the
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disaster relief efforts going on there. He has

just signed the declaration declaring three
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counties, Dade, Broward, and Monroe, as
eligible for disaster assistance. We probably
will have other counties come in later.

The President talked to the Governor this
morning by telephone and expressed that
he wanted to make sure he knew that he
would have the full support of the Federal
Government in this effort.

We will be going to Florida within an
hour or two. We will probably step up the
pace of this event a little bit and depart
here at around 3 p.m. to 3:20 p.m. for Flor-
ida.

Wallace Stickney, who is the head of the
FEMA, Federal Emergency Management
Agency, and Senator Connie Mack will be
joining us, and we will fly to Opa Locka,
Florida, arriving there probably a couple

of hours after we depart here.

We don’t have very much information at
the moment. The initial damage estimates,
the requests for assistance cover about $50
million, but the initial reports of damage
could go as high as $6 billion to $8 billion.

So this is just the beginning, but we want
to get on the scene quickly and start making
available funds for housing particularly and
for cleanup and for other emergency needs.

Note: Press Secretary Fitzwater spoke to re-
porters at 2 p.m. in Warsaw Park Hall in
Ansonia, CT. The statement also provided
schedule and departure information for the
press.

Remarks to the Chamber of Commerce in Ansonia, Connecticut

August 24, 1992

The President. Thank you very, very
much. Michael, thank you and all the others
at the Chamber. Thank you for that intro-
duction. Let me just explain what Michael
was talking about. There has been this hur-
ricane down in Florida, and so we leave
right from here to go down to Newark,
take the plane, and head on down to look
at that damage and express our concerns
to the people there.

But I am just delighted to be here. A
warm reception coming into town. I want
to thank David Rifkin and especially the
Mayor Thomas Hallihan. Let me also men-
tion an old friend and a good man, Gary
Franks, who’s the Congressman here. I am
so indebted to him. And another that you
all know so well in this valley, John Row-
land, he’s a great man, and I want to see
him do more. I was touched by the Rev-
erend Father Weiss” invocation. And I want
to ask today that we now take a little politi-
cal look ahead to the fall.

T'll tell you something. I came out of that
Houston convention, and the whole spirit
around this country is different. I am deter-
mined to win this election, and I'm deter-
mined to do it fair and square. If T hadn’t

been fired up when I walked in here, the
Company, that great music, would have got
it going, I'll tell you. That was fantastic.
I don’t even know where they are.

But anyway, we’re looking ahead to a
great classic that takes place this fall. I'm
not talking about Ansonia versus Derby—
[laughter]—I'm talking about the Novem-
ber 3d contest. That does have a lot to
do with the direction of this country and
also the new century beyond.

I heard my grandson speak at our conven-
tion, and I was so very proud of that young
kid. It just reminded me on a very personal
basis of what the Reverend Father was talk-
ing about and the job that lies ahead of
us, to make life better for all.

Now, we have witnessed, as I pointed
out down there, a world of change from
Managua to Moscow. Millions of men and
women now turn towards freedom. They're
celebrating a new birth of freedom. I be-
lieve people right here in the valley, many
of whom came here from other countries,
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