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ca’s future.
I really believe—we’re in times of pes-

simism out there. You don’t have to listen
to 20 seconds on the evening news to find
out everything’s wrong with this country.
Out there in Los Angeles, when I said if
some of these guys would just report some
of the things that are positive that are hap-
pening in the community, it would inspire
others. And the place out there broke into
standing applause because they knew what
I was talking about.

No, we have the strength and the spirit.
I believe we have it in Government. I know
we’ve got it in our communities. And I think
each of us has it in himself or herself, in
ourselves, to transform America into the
Nation that we’ve dreamed of for genera-
tions.

I am not pessimistic about the United
States of America. We are not a country

in decline. Do not listen to the pessimists
and the politicians that want to capitalize
on somebody else’s misfortune. We are
turning this economy around. It’s beginning
to move. This Points of Light, this concept
is valid. We’re pushing with a new biparti-
san spirit in the Congress. And we have
a lot to be grateful for.

Thank you all very much for your support.
And may God bless our country.

Note: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. in
the Union Building at Duquesne University.
In his remarks, he referred to Elsie Hillman,
Bush-Quayle Pennsylvania chairman; Susan
Giver, Allegheny County Young Republicans
chairwoman; Fred Rogers, creator of public
television children’s programs; Charles A.
Corry, chairman of USX Corp.; and Elsie
Neal, Methodist minister.

Remarks at a Benefit for the United Negro College Fund in
Houston, Texas
May 15, 1992

Thank you all, and please be seated. Bill,
thank you very much. Bill Gray, as you may
know, was in the leadership in the House
of Representatives, one of the most popular
and one of the most important and one of
the most effective Members of Congress.
He left that to head the United Negro Col-
lege Fund. We have great respect for him,
and I am delighted to have been introduced
by him. And I just wanted all my fellow
Houstonians to know how highly we regard
him and what he is doing for this commit-
ment to the UNCF.

I want to thank, too, Sandy McCormick,
an old friend, and Warren Moon, an ad-
mired friend who everyone in Houston re-
spects for their leadership on this drive. I
want to single out, of course, Lee Trevino
and Arnold Palmer. I had the pleasure of
flying down here today from Pittsburgh with
Winnie Palmer, and she said, ‘‘Well, I’m
glad Arnold is not with us. He’d be trying
to fly Air Force One.’’ [Laughter] But it
is really a pleasure to be here. And, of

course, Doug Sanders is an old friend; he
and Scotty do so much for others. And I’m
just proud once again to be at his side, and
grateful to him.

I won’t keep you, but let me just add
a little to what Bill said about the United
Negro College Fund. A mind is a terrible
thing to waste. This organization is doing
an outstanding job for higher education in
this country, offering kids opportunity that
might not have had another shot at the
American dream.

Bill didn’t give you the details, but let me
just say that I think it was in 1947, maybe
’8, that a man named Bill Trent came to
New Haven when I was in school there. He
got me interested in the United Negro Col-
lege Fund, and I have remained interested
in that. My brother John is now, what,
chairman of the board nationally. And we
know that it is worthwhile. And so we are
very grateful to all of you who have pitched
in and made this great expansion of their
program possible. It’s an outstanding outfit.
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Now in conclusion, let me just say to
Doug, I’m glad to be back at his side, proud
to have seen a little bit of the activities here
this evening, and only sorry that I didn’t
get a chance to tee it up and show the
new Mr. Smooth form. I’m back. [Laughter]
They can criticize me for hitting a golf ball,
but I’m not going to stop, believe me. I
love it.

So, good luck to each and every one of
you participants.

Note: The President spoke at 7:35 p.m. at
the Doug Sanders Celebrity Dinner, a bene-
fit for the United Negro College Fund
(UNCF) at the Greenspoint Club. In his re-
marks, he referred to William H. Gray,
UNCF president; Sandy McCormick, co-
chair of the UNCF campaign in Houston;
Warren Moon, quarterback for the Houston
Oilers; golfers Doug Sanders, Lee Trevino,
and Arnold Palmer; Mr. Sanders’ wife, Scot-
ty, and Mr. Palmer’s wife, Winnie.

Remarks at the Southern Methodist University Commencement
Ceremony in Dallas, Texas
May 16, 1992

Thank you, Dr. Pye, for the introduction,
for the invitation, and I’m just delighted to
be here. Let me also thank Reverend
Finnin for the invocation. And of course,
I was charmed as everybody around here
is by the wonderful music of the S.M.U.
Symphony Orchestra. I just heard the an-
them, but I’m told they’re good on every-
thing. And may I salute Ray Hunt, your
distinguished chairman. You know, when
things were tough for S.M.U. a few years
back, this great Mustang led your wonderful
university back, working with Dr. Pye and
so many others, led it back to its undisputed
place of integrity and excellence. And we
all owe him a debt of gratitude.

It’s good to be back in Texas. I’m honored
by this degree, even if I haven’t put in all
those long hours hitting the books at ‘‘Char-
lie’s.’’ [Laughter] I was supposed to say the
library, but I learned a little about the sen-
ior class.

Let me tell you about a graduation at Yale
University. They invited the bishop. And the
bishop spoke, and he went, ‘‘Y is for youth,’’
25 minutes. ‘‘A is for altruism’’; that one
lasted about 32 minutes. ‘‘L, loyalty,’’ an-
other 45 minutes; ‘‘E’’ was excellence, 25
minutes. By the time the guy finished there
was a handful of students left; one was in
prayer. And the bishop went over to him,
and he said, ‘‘Thank you, son. I noticed you,
a faithful lad, are praying to God.’’ He said,
‘‘Yes, I am thanking God I did not go to

Southern Methodist University.’’ [Laughter]
I will try to accommodate you. I know

following this there’s presentation of de-
grees. And I also want to single out Drs.
Kay and Pelikan for their work and just am
proud to be on the platform with them.

I know this is an exciting day for you
and your parents, the close of one important
chapter in your lives and the beginning—
a way to look at it is the beginning of many,
many more. Right after my own commence-
ment, Barbara and I lit out for Odessa in
our 1947 Studebaker to try our hands out
there in the oil fields of west Texas. I had
many reasons for coming west, but the ad-
vice from one family friend tipped the bal-
ance. ‘‘What you need to do is head out
to Texas,’’ he told me. ‘‘That’s the place
for ambitious young people these days.’’

Now, this was a few years, just a handful
of years after World War II, what seems like
a lifetime ago. My friend’s advice was some
of the best that I’ve ever had. I believe what
he said then still holds true, not only for
Texas but for all of America. Members of
your graduation class hail from as far away,
I’m told, as Czechoslovakia, as near as Uni-
versity Park, and then all the points in be-
tween. But for each of you, America is the
place where ambition, energy, enthusiasm,
and hard work are still rewarded;
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