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ronmental concerns such as deforestation
and potential climate change, which also
have profound long-term implications. The
year ahead will test our ability to redefine
the relationship between humanity and the
environment—and in so doing, to secure a

greater peace and prosperity for generations
to come. We must not fail that test.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
March 24, 1992.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the Open Skies Treaty
March 24, 1992

Today the United States, along with Can-
ada and 22 European nations, signed the
Treaty on Open Skies in Helsinki, Finland.

In May of 1989, at a time when the im-
mense changes seen in Europe over the
past 3 years were just beginning, President
Bush proposed that the nations of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and
the former Warsaw Pact agree to open their
territories to frequent overflights by obser-
vation aircraft from the other side. The
United States believes that the greater
transparency in military activities brought
about by such an agreement will help re-
duce the chances of military confrontation
and build confidence in the peaceful inten-
tions of the participating States.

The Open Skies Treaty is the most wide-
ranging international confidence-building
regime ever developed, covering the entire
territory of North America and nearly all

of Europe and the former Soviet Union. Its
arrangements for observation flights using
photographic, radar, and infrared sensors
and its provisions for sharing among partici-
pants the information gathered are innova-
tive means to help promote openness and
stability in Europe in these uncertain times.
Open Skies could also serve as a basis for
similar arrangements in other regions of the
world where there is a need to build con-
fidence.

The treaty establishes an Open Skies
Consultative Commission. In early April it
will convene in Vienna, Austria, to complete
work on outstanding technical and cost
issues regarding treaty implementation. The
treaty will be submitted to the United States
Senate for its advice and consent to ratifica-
tion once this work is finished to the satis-
faction of all participants.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on Diplomatic Relations
With the Republic of Georgia
March 24, 1992

The President has decided that the
United States will take immediate steps to
establish diplomatic relations with Georgia.
The United States had recognized Georgian
independence on December 25, 1991. In
recent weeks, the new Georgian Govern-
ment has taken steps to restore civilian rule,
begin a dialog on national reconciliation,
and committed itself to holding parliamen-
tary elections this year. On the basis of
these actions and following communications

between the leader of the Georgian State
Council, Eduard Shevardnadze, and Sec-
retary of State James Baker on the political,
economic, and security principles of most
importance to the United States, the Presi-
dent believes that U.S. interests will be best
served by having diplomatic ties with the
Georgian Government. The depth, extent,
and richness of U.S. relations with Georgia
will depend on the Georgian Government’s
commitment to these principles.
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With this action, the United States now
has diplomatic relations with all 12 of the
new States of the former Soviet Union.

The United States will open an Embassy
in Tbilisi as soon as possible. In addition,

the United States will support Georgia’s
membership in relevant international orga-
nizations, including the International Mone-
tary Fund and World Bank.

Statement on the Connecticut Presidential Primary Victory
March 24, 1992

I want to thank the voters of Connecticut
who made it clear today: The answer is less
Government spending, not more taxes. As
I announced on March 20, the line-item
spending cuts I am sending to Congress will
eliminate some unneeded weapons systems
made in Connecticut. Cutting spending is

a tough call, especially in a State where the
economy is hurting. In spite of this, we won
an impressive victory today from people
who understand that being President of the
United States sometimes means making dif-
ficult decisions.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters Prior to a Meeting With
Republican Congressional Leaders
March 25, 1992

The President. Let me just say I want to
thank you all, Republican Members of the
House and the Senate, for coming in here;
and first, to thank you all for your help last
week in trying to stop the tax increase bill.
And it was a heroic effort, but we were
outnumbered. They passed the bill, only
narrowly, and I vetoed it. And thanks to
you all, we have the votes now to sustain
that veto. And I just would urge that we
go the extra mile to have a strong show
of support against this tax-and-spend legisla-
tion.

So the other point I want to mention is
there is an effort, as we all know, to knock
down the firewalls, in other words, to re-
move the spending caps. And I am con-
vinced the American people think that we
are spending too much. One safeguard
we’ve got, thanks to many people around
this table, are those caps. We just must keep
those in place, the one discipline that helps
you in your fight against excessive spending
there.

So, I want to win that vote for controlling
spending. If we can’t do that, again, the

only power I have to stand up against the
excessive spending is the veto. And you all
should know, I’ve told some, told the lead-
ership personally that that certainly would
be—and my intention would be to veto that
kind of removal of the lid on spending. So
we’re going to keep doing it. I appreciate
the support for the rescission approach. And
we are going to make a change in attitude.
This isn’t just kind of a posturing for poli-
tics. I think the American people want to
see significant change in the spending pat-
terns and habits. You all have been magnifi-
cent in your leadership, and I just would
urge you now as we go down to the crunch
period here to do all you can to sustain
this veto and to see that they don’t take
those caps off.

So thank you very much, and we can talk
a little bit more about it as we go along
here.

Federal Budget
Q. Mr. President, since you’re talking to

us, I wonder if I could ask you how, sir,
you can——
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