
168

Jan. 30 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

that falls during the review period. This
moratorium does not apply to:

(a) regulations that you determine, after
consultation with the working group of the
Council on Competitiveness described
below, will foster economic growth;

(b) regulations that respond to emer-
gencies such as situations that pose an im-
minent danger to human health or safety;

(c) regulations that you determine, after
consultation with the working group of the
Council on Competitiveness described
below, are essential to a criminal law en-
forcement function of the United States;

(d) regulations issued with respect to a
military or foreign affairs function of the
United States;

(e) regulations related solely to agency or-
ganization, management, or personnel; and

(f) formal regulations required by statute
to be made on the record after opportunity
for an agency hearing.

5. At the end of the review period, each
agency should submit a written report to
me. Each report should indicate the regu-
latory changes recommended or made dur-
ing the review period and the potential sav-
ings to the economy of those changes, in-
cluding an estimate of the number of jobs
that will be created. It should also include
a summary of any regulatory programs that
are left unchanged and an explanation of
how such programs are consistent with the
regulatory standards set forth in paragraph
1 above.

The 90-day review, and the preparation
of the reports described in paragraph 5
above, will be coordinated by a working
group of the Council on Competitiveness,
chaired by the Chairman of the Council of

Economic Advisers and the Counsel to the
President.

I look forward to your reports on this im-
portant undertaking. I am confident that,
with your help, the executive branch can
do much to create conditions conducive to
a healthy and robust economy.

GEORGE BUSH

The Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary
of Defense, the Attorney General, the Sec-
retary of the Interior, the Secretary of Agri-
culture, the Secretary of Commerce, the
Secretary of Labor, the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development, the Sec-
retary of Transportation, the Secretary of
Energy, the Secretary of Education, the
Chairman of the Interstate Commerce
Commission, the Chairman of the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System,
the Chairman of the Federal Trade Com-
mission, the Chairperson of the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation, the Chairman
of the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion, the Chairman of the Federal Commu-
nications Commission, the Chairman of the
Federal Maritime Commission, the Chair-
man of the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission, the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, the Chairman
of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the
Chairman of the Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission, the Chairman of the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission

Note: This memorandum was released by
the Office of the Press Secretary on January
30.

Remarks at the National Prayer Breakfast
January 30, 1992

Thank you, Senator Heflin, for such a
lovely introduction. To Dan and Marilyn,
the Vice President and Mrs. Quayle; to the
members of my Cabinet here; to the Mem-
bers of Congress, all, so many here in faith;
to General Powell; especially to our host,
Ted Stevens; to our dear friend Billy

Graham; and to all gathered.
Let me first just say a special greeting to

Prime Minister Ratu Mara of Fiji. This is
not his first time here; I’m sure it won’t be
his last. But he’s an inspiration to all of us
that know him and consider him a friend,
as I do. May I salute our other guests from
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overseas. And though sometimes you might
feel like it, we don’t consider you overseas,
those who serve in the State legislatures,
and we’re glad you all are here. [Laughter]

Four principles, four ideas really, inspire
America. And I think they’re all here this
morning reflected in one way or another:
Freedom, family, and faith, that Dan
Quayle talked about, and to that I would
add fellowship. So many people brought to-
gether by a shared spirit, the simple joy of
praying to God.

Slava, that was a tremendously moving
story and one of the most dramatic mo-
ments in recent history. You referred to
sound. If sound has anything to do with
entry into heaven, I believe you can choose
the fluffiest, most generous cloud in the fir-
mament up there when you get there.
[Laughter] And thank you for your inspiring
message.

But I think you reminded us all of the
powerful role that prayer has played in the
unprecedented events of the past year.
Since we last met, nations have been re-
shaped, and the lives have been restored
throughout the land and throughout the en-
tire world. And the force that unites them,
as we’ve heard here today from the Vice
President to General Powell, is faith in God.
The link they share is prayer.

When I last stood here, as Colin re-
minded us, we were at war. Compelled by
a deep need for God’s wisdom, we began
to pray. And we prayed for God’s protection
in what we undertook, for God’s love to
fill hearts, and for God’s peace to be the
moral North Star that guided us. Abraham
Lincoln said, and we remember it, everyone
in this room would remember it, ‘‘I’ve been
driven many times to my knees by the over-
whelming conviction that I have nowhere
else to go.’’ And in his example, we came
together for a special National Day of Pray-
er. And Americans of every creed turned
to our greatest power to bring us peace,
‘‘peace . . . which passeth all understand-
ing.’’ And at the end of the war, we prayed
as one during our National Days of Thanks-
giving.

Let us pray that as a people we will con-
tinue to bring the power of prayer to bear
on all the challenges we confront. And let
us pray that we will strengthen the values
that this great land was founded on, that

we will reverse any threat of moral decline,
and that we will dedicate ourselves to the
ethic of service, being what I call a Point
of Light to someone else, someone in need.

In this work, we are not without inspira-
tion. We need look no further than the
handful of men who became heroes by their
courage, their strength, and above all their
faith—last of whom returned in December.
I’m talking about our hostages. And in bru-
talizing conditions, as we’ve heard this
morning, they prayed together daily in what
they called the ‘‘church of the locked door.’’
They unwove floor mats in order to make
rosaries. These men, who every day lived
the story of Job, treasured their first book,
the Bible. When Terry Anderson was re-
leased, one of the first things he did was
to thank strangers across the world who had
prayed that he be set free. ‘‘Your prayers
made a big difference,’’ said this man who,
imprisoned, had rediscovered the faith that
sets and keeps men free.

There’s another story from last year’s
news that tells of the transformation of
faith. While it’s a story familiar to all of
you, it’s intensely personal to Barbara and
me and to others in this room. We lost a
dear friend last March, Lee Atwater, a rest-
less, fiercely driven, fun-loving good ol’ boy
from South Carolina who rode life as hard
and fast as he could. But he also lived a
kind of miracle because his illness reintro-
duced him to something he’d put aside, his
own faith. And in his last months, he
worked intensely to come to grips with his
faith. And through reading the Bible and
through prayer, he learned that, as he put
it, ‘‘What was missing in society was what
was missing in me, a little heart and a lot
of brotherhood.’’

He was so right. Prayer has a place not
only in the life of every American but also
in the life of our Nation, for we are truly
one Nation under God.

May God bless this very special gathering.
For those of you who have come from over-
seas, for those of you from across our land,
for those of you right here in the Nation’s
Capital, thank you for participating in this
celebration of faith.

Thank you very much.

Note: The President spoke at 9:10 a.m. at
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the Washington Hilton Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Senator Ted Stevens,
evangelist Billy Graham, Prime Minister

Kamisese Mara of Fiji, and National Sym-
phony Orchestra director Mstislav
Rostropovich.

Remarks to the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce
January 30, 1992

Thank you all very, very much for that
welcome back. Please be seated, and thank
you. Please be seated. I don’t want to keep
Boris Yeltsin waiting later on. [Laughter]
Thank you, Joe. Senator Specter and Joan,
laboring in the vineyards of the city council
here, we’re delighted to be with you. And
coming up with us from Washington were
two of our great Congressmen from this
area, Larry Coughlin and Kurt Weldon, over
here.

May I, too, salute the Mayor. I asked Joe
earlier on how was it going, realizing that,
as in Washington, things have been tough,
and across the country in many ways. But
I said, knowing a little bit about history in
Philadelphia, I asked this question, ‘‘How’s
the Mayor doing?’’ And Joe and everybody
else I’ve spoken to has said he’s really hit
the ground in a wonderful way, going for-
ward, bringing out the best in this city. So,
I want to salute Ed Rendell and his wife,
Midge.

Joe Paquette, who introduced me, is the
chairman of the Greater Philadelphia
Chamber. That was a very enthusiastic pres-
entation he made about how things were
going. So much so that maybe he can make
a little loan to those of us in Washington,
DC, who cannot have quite that optimistic
a report. [Laughter] But I like that can-
do spirit of this chamber, and I’m grateful
to Charlie, to Charlie Pizzi, and to Joe and
all the rest of you that have put together
this opportunity for me, all of you at the
chamber.

And so, thank you very much. I am happy
to be here in Philadelphia. As you can imag-
ine, these last few weeks in Washington
have been pretty high pressure, high pres-
sure time for me, what with all the experts
and the instant analysis and the columnists
giving unsolicited advice. Thank goodness

the Super Bowl is over. [Laughter]
I am very pleased to be here, particularly

pleased to be here today because American
businesses, as represented by this group
gathered here, have a unique perspective
on the tough times we’ve been going
through recently. And as businessmen and
businesswomen, you can separate the sensa-
tional from the sensible, the sweet-sounding
quick fixes from real solutions. When it
comes to America’s economy, we can’t ac-
cept empty symbols and slogans. We need
to work together—that’s what I like, what
Joe was saying about the way the Mayor
and you all are approaching it in this city—
we’ve got to work together nationally and
turn this economy around.

Tuesday night, I came before the Amer-
ican people to outline a program for doing
just that. And we all know this is an election
year. The air back in Washington has been
thick with feel-good gimmicks that have
nothing to do with true prosperity and ev-
erything to do with politics. We need to
get down to business, literally. In the critical
weeks ahead, common sense must replace
partisanship. And I came here to ask for
your help.

The plan that I put before Congress and
the American people contained several ac-
tion steps. And one of the most critical was
this, to free up American businesses by
clearing away the obstacles to growth: high
taxes, overregulation, and Government defi-
cits. And I’ve offered the only comprehen-
sive plan that doesn’t raise taxes, doesn’t
throw away the spending discipline now in
place on the Congress, these spending caps,
and doesn’t cut defense beyond what’s nec-
essary for this country’s security. But let me
tell you the three words that really separate
my plan from what I think of the rest of
them: It will work. Those three: It will
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