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Nomination of Robert B. Zoellick To Be an Under Secretary of 
State 
January 30, 1991 

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Robert B. Zoellick, of the 
District of Columbia, to be Under Secretary 
of State for Economic and Agricultural Af-
fairs. He would succeed Richard Thomas 
McCormack. Mr. Zoellick will continue to 
serve as Counselor of the Department of 
State in Washington, DC. 

Since 1989 Mr. Zoellick has served as 
Counselor of the Department of State in 
Washington, DC. Prior to this Mr. Zoellick 
served on the State Department transition, 
1988–1989. Mr. Zoellick also has served in 
several capacities at the Department of the 
Treasury in Washington, DC: Counselor to 
the Secretary of the Treasury and Executive 
Secretary, 1988; Executive Secretary and 
Special Adviser to the Secretary, 1986– 
1987; Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary 
and Deputy Assistant Secretary for Finan-

cial Institutions Policy, 1985–1986; and Spe-
cial Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, 1985. 
In addition, Mr. Zoellick has served as a 
law clerk for the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia Circuit, 1982– 
1983; as a staff assistant in the Office of 
the Assistant Attorney General in the Crimi-
nal Division at the Justice Department, 
1978–1979; and as a research assistant for 
the Council on Wage and Price Stability 
in the Executive Office of the President, 
1975–1976. 

Mr. Zoellick graduated from Swarthmore 
College (B.A., 1975), Harvard University’s 
Kennedy School of Government (M.P.P., 
1981), and Harvard Law School (J.D., 
1981). He was born July 25, 1953, in Ever-
green Park, IL. Mr. Zoellick is married and 
resides in Washington, DC. 

Remarks at the National Prayer Breakfast 
January 31, 1991 

Thank you very much for that warm wel-
come. And let me just greet Prime Minister 
Henry here and Prime Minister Ratu Mara 
and President Goncz over here, and all the 
other visitors from overseas. 

And I want to pay my special respects 
to the members of the Senate and House 
Prayer Group. I would also like to single 
out Doug Coe, who has been such a guiding 
light in all of this. And, of course, our spe-
cial thanks to Joe Gibbs and to Governor 
Buddy Roemer for sharing in such a per-
sonal way their faith. 

My heartfelt thanks goes out to everyone 
involved in this marvelous event. Dr. 
Graham was reminding Barbara and me 
when we came over here of its genesis and 
how President Eisenhower, he felt, seemed 
very nervous about whether this would be 
the right thing to do and whether it would 
be a fulfilling experience for the people that 
attended. And I expect Ike would—if he 
could have attended this one—would have 

had no doubts whatsoever. 
I want to thank everyone for their con-

cern and prayers about Barbara’s recent ac-
cident. In these days of environmental ter-
rorism—[laughter]—I can happily report 
that the tree is very well and so is Barbara 
Bush—doing very well, I might say. And 
I say that with considerable pride. 

This is a diverse group. I’ve never seen 
anything quite like it—politically or any-
thing else. But we do have one thing in 
common: We stand together in prayer. Let 
me just share a letter—a true letter I re-
ceived here from a mother who told me 
a story about her 5-year-old son’s evening 
prayers. As he knelt by his bed—this kid 
was kneeling in prayer, and his parents ex-
plained that they were going to pray to-
gether for President Bush so that he would 
have the wisdom to get the hostages out of 
Iraq. And after a minute of deep thinking, 
the little boy said, ‘‘Mom, how is a bush 
going to get the people out of the rock, and 
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