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Nomination of Diane S. Ravitch To Be an Assistant Secretary of 
Education 
June 25, 1991 

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Diane S. Ravitch, of New 
York, to be Assistant Secretary for Edu-
cational Research and Improvement at the 
Department of Education. She would suc-
ceed Christopher T. Cross. 

Since 1975 Dr. Ravitch has served as an 
adjunct professor of history and education 
for Teachers College at Columbia Univer-
sity. She is one of the Nation’s foremost 
scholars on education. Prior to this Dr. 
Ravitch was a part-time writer and a full- 
time mother. Dr. Ravitch serves as an elect-
ed member of the National Academy of 

Education, which is the Nation’s leading 
honorary organization of education scholars, 
1979-present; an elected member of the So-
ciety of American Historians, 1984-present; 
and an elected member of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, 1980- 
present. She is the author of 11 books and 
nearly 200 articles on education. 

Dr. Ravitch graduated from Wellesley 
College (B.A., 1960) and Columbia Univer-
sity’s Graduate School of Arts and Sciences 
(Ph.D., 1975). She was born July 1, 1938, 
in Houston, TX. Dr. Ravitch has two chil-
dren and resides in Brooklyn, NY. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report on Restoration of 
the Baltic States Independence 
June 25, 1991 

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with Public Law 101–309 

(104 Stat. 265), I am submitting to you this 
report on U.S. Government actions in sup-
port of the peaceful restoration of inde-
pendence for the Baltic States. 

In 1940, the Soviet Union forcibly occu-
pied the independent Baltic States of Esto-
nia, Latvia, and Lithuania. Following sham 
elections, the three countries were incor-
porated into the USSR. The United States 
has never recognized the incorporation of 
the Baltic States into the USSR. The United 
States maintains diplomatic relations with 
representatives of their last free govern-
ments and is in close touch with the new 
democratically elected governments in each 
of the three Baltic States. 

The United States has consistently stood 
with the majority of Balts who never lost 
hope that they would one day regain their 
freedom. In the late 1980s, pro-democracy 
movements in the three Baltic States 
emerged and began to grow in strength. 
Among the most active were Sajudis in Lith-

uania, the Latvian Popular Front, and the 
Estonian Popular Front and Estonian Citi-
zens’ Committees. In largely free elections 
in early 1990, pro-democracy forces gained 
a majority in all three legislatures and 
formed pro-independence governments. 

On March 11, 1990, the Lithuanian legis-
lature proclaimed the full and immediate 
restoration of Lithuanian independence. 
Eight days later, on March 19, President 
Gorbachev declared the Lithuanian procla-
mation invalid and insisted that the Lithua-
nians restore the status quo that existed 
prior to March 11 and recognize the su-
premacy of Soviet law. The Soviet govern-
ment followed up this decree with intimi-
dating troop movements in Vilnius and later 
an economic embargo on the supply of key 
products, including oil and natural gas. 
Undeterred, Estonia and Latvia subse-
quently issued their own proclamations es-
pousing restoration of independence as 
their goal following a transitional period. 

In response to the Soviet embargo against 
Lithuania, I conveyed to President Gorba- 
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chev my deepest concern and regret over 
Soviet actions and urged him to begin a 
peaceful dialogue with the Lithuanian gov-
ernment. Secretary Baker pressed the same 
points in exchanges with Foreign Minister 
Shevardnadze. Finally, in late June 1990, 
the Soviet government lifted its embargo 
when the Lithuanian Supreme Council 
agreed to a formula whereby the independ-
ence proclamation would be suspended 
during the course of negotiations with Mos-
cow on Lithuania’s future. 

Thereafter, Moscow and the three Baltic 
States began to inch toward talks, but these 
broke off after only a few sessions with each 
side accusing the other of being unwilling 
to negotiate in good faith. 

At the end of 1990, pro-Moscow forces 
in the three Baltic States stepped up their 
pressure on the popularly elected govern-
ments there. In January, pro-Moscow 
forces—including local Communist Party 
members, Black Beret special Interior min-
istry troops, and Soviet Army paratroops— 
attacked and occupied communications and 
other facilities in Vilnius, Riga, and other 
cities, leaving at least 21 dead. 

In the wake of this Soviet pressure against 
the Baltic States, our Government has un-
dertaken a vigorous diplomatic effort de-
signed both to help avert future violent con-
frontations in the Baltic States and to enable 
the Baltic peoples to realize their legitimate 
but long-denied aspirations. We have held 
lengthy exchanges with our NATO Allies, 
neutral countries, and central European de-
mocracies on this issue. We have succeeded 
in forging a strong, common position among 
CSCE signatories rejecting violence and in-
timidation and calling for peaceful dialogue 
among the parties. The United States cur-
rently supports giving the Baltic States ob-
server status at CSCE meetings and will 
support full membership once these nations 
regain independent statehood. 

Also this spring, the United States took 
a leading role in the U.N. Human Rights 
Commission’s (UNHRC) discussion of the 
January violence in the Baltic States. The 
United States successfully worked for con-
sensus on the UNHRC resolution calling 
on the Soviet Union to review the January 
events and provide a full report to the Com-
mission. 

In numerous contacts with Soviet Presi-
dent Gorbachev and other Soviet officials 
since mid-January, both Secretary Baker 
and I have repeatedly raised the matter of 
the Baltic States. There can be no doubt 
that the Soviet leadership understands this 
issue’s importance to the United States and 
our unwavering support for the cause of 
Baltic freedom. We have underscored the 
unacceptability of the use of force and in-
timidation and the urgent need for dialogue 
and negotiations with the freely elected rep-
resentatives of the Baltic States, which will 
lead to an outcome that respects Baltic aspi-
rations for self-determination. Each of the 
Baltic States began negotiations with the 
Soviet Union on a broad range of issues 
in April. We are following these talks closely 
and hope they will be conducted in good 
faith, free of threats and intimidation by 
all sides. 

Secretary Baker and I have met with rep-
resentatives of the Baltic States on numer-
ous occasions. I met with Lithuanian Presi-
dent Landsbergis, Estonian Prime Minister 
Savisaar, and Latvian Prime Minister 
Godmanis in May; with Estonian President 
Ruutel in March; with President 
Landsbergis in December 1990; Prime 
Minister Savisaar in October 1990; Prime 
Minister Godmanis in July 1990; and then- 
Prime Minister Prunskiene in May 1990. 
Secretary Baker has met with the three Bal-
tic permanent representatives in Moscow 
and with the foreign ministers of all three 
Baltic States in Washington, New York, and 
Paris. Our Consulate General in Leningrad 
also maintains a nearly continuous diplo-
matic presence in the Baltic States and is 
in close contact with the governments there. 
We have used these and other contacts with 
Baltic leaders to keep current on the state 
of affairs in the Baltic States and to convey 
U.S. support for the legitimate aspirations 
of the Baltic peoples. 

In addition, the Department of State 
maintains regular contact with the Charge

´
s 

d’Affaires of the three Baltic diplomatic le-
gations accredited to the United States. The 
radio services of Radio Free Europe and 
the Voice of America have also played an 
important role in conveying and explaining 
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U.S. policy on the Baltic States. 
The Administration has also attempted to 

express our support for the Baltic people 
in new ways. Working through Project 
Hope, we shipped medical aid directly to 
the Baltics on February 28 to meet basic 
medical needs. We are now following up 
with a second shipment of medical supplies 
this month. We provided U.S. technical 
help to Latvia after a chemical spill in the 
Daugava River in November 1990. The De-
partment of Agriculture began a program 
to assist Lithuanian agriculture and support 
U.S. agricultural sales there by modernizing 
a feedgrain mill. Visits by a number of 
Members of Congress and Administration 
officials have also underscored the Amer-
ican people’s support for Baltic self-deter-
mination. 

These extensive contacts reflect our rec-
ognition of the fact that these governments 

are democratically elected, represent the 
will of the Baltic peoples, and deserve our 
support. 

The United States has stood and will con-
tinue to stand in solidarity with the Baltic 
peoples in their striving for freedom and 
self-determination. Our intensified diplo-
matic efforts over the past year have played 
a critical role in galvanizing global support 
for the cause of the Baltic peoples and for 
a peaceful, negotiated outcome that takes 
proper account of legitimate Baltic inter-
ests. We strongly encourage the Soviet gov-
ernment and the three Baltic governments 
to progress in talks begun in early April 
on the issues that divide them. 

GEORGE BUSH 

The White House, 
June 25, 1991. 

Memorandum on the Delegation of Authority Regarding Missile 
Technology Proliferation 
June 25, 1991 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the Secretary of Defense, 
the Secretary of Commerce 

Subject: Delegation of Authority Regarding 
Missile Technology Proliferation 

By virtue of the authority vested in me 
by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States of America, including section 301 of 
title 3, United States Code, and sections 
1701–1704 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 1991 (Public Law 
101–510) (the Act), I hereby make the fol-
lowing delegations: 

1. The authority and duties vested in me 
by sections 72 and 73 of the Arms Export 
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2797a and b) and 
section 1704 of the Act (22 U.S.C. 2797 
note) are delegated to the Secretary of 
State, except that: 

a. The authority vested in me to make 
determinations with respect to violations 
by U.S. persons of the Export Adminis-

tration Act of 1979 under section 
72(a)(1) is delegated to the Secretary 
of Commerce. 

b. The authority vested in me to deny 
certain U.S. Government contracts as 
provided in sections 73(a)(2)(A)(i) and 
73(a)(2)(B)(i), pursuant to a determina-
tion made under section 73(a)(1), as well 
as the authority vested in me to make 
the findings provided in sections 72(c), 
73(f), and 73(g)(1), are delegated to the 
Secretary of Defense. Waivers based 
upon findings made pursuant to sections 
72(c) and 73(f) shall be issued, trans-
mitted to Congress, and notified to the 
Secretary of the Treasury as appropriate 
by the Secretary of State. 

c. The authority vested in me to prohibit 
certain imports as provided in section 
73(a)(2)(C), pursuant to a determination 
made by the Secretary of State under 
such section, and the obligation to im-
plement the exceptions provided in sec-
tion 73(g), are delegated to the Sec- 
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