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the parents, teachers—everyone can use
their power to solve problems. Because, if
you think about it, there isn’t a problem
in America that isn't being solved some-
where.

Whether you’re drawn to the magic of
the marketplace, to the honor of public
service, or to the ethic of serving others,
each of you will be building an America
whole and good. Your generation will map
our voyage into the next century. | join
you in your quest for faraway places and
salute your vision of worlds unseen.

Thank you for your hospitality. And may
God bless each and every one of you as
you graduate from this wonderful institu-
tion. Thank you, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. on
the California Institute of Technology ath-
letic field. In his opening remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Pete Wilson of California and
his wife, Gayle; Representative Carlos J.
Moorhead; Ruben F. Mettler, Thomas E.
Everhart, Paul C. Jennings, Lee A.
DuBridge, and Arnold O. Beckman, chair-
man of the board of trustees, president, pro-
vost, president emeritus, and chairman emer-
itus, respectively, of the California Institute
of Technology; Harold Brown, chairman of
the Foreign Policy Institute at Johns Hopkins
University; R. Danton Avery, founder and
chairman of Avery International; and Mar-
guerite Shuster, pastor of Knox Presbyterian
Church in Pasadena, CA. He also referred
to the presence of protesters in the audience.

Statement Reaffirming the Government-to-Government Relationship
Between the Federal Government and Indian Tribal Governments

June 14, 1991

On January 24, 1983, the Reagan-Bush
administration issued a statement on Indian
policy recognizing and reaffirming a govern-
ment-to-government relationship between
Indian tribes and the Federal Government.
This relationship is the cornerstone of the
Bush-Quayle administration’s policy of fos-
tering tribal self-government and self-deter-
mination.

This government-to-government relation-
ship is the result of sovereign and inde-
pendent tribal governments being incor-
porated into the fabric of our nation, of
Indian tribes becoming what our courts
have come to refer to as quasi-sovereign
domestic dependent nations. Over the years
the relationship has flourished, grown, and
evolved into a vibrant partnership in which
over 500 tribal governments stand shoulder
to shoulder with the other governmental
units that form our Republic.

This is now a relationship in which tribal
governments may choose to assume the ad-
ministration of numerous Federal programs
pursuant to the 1975 Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act.

This is a partnership in which an Office
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of Self-Governance has been established in
the Department of the Interior and given
the responsibility of working with tribes to
craft creative ways of transferring decision-
making powers over tribal government
functions from the Department to tribal
governments.

An Office of American Indian Trust will
be established in the Department of the
Interior and given the responsibility of over-
seeing the trust responsibility of the Depart-
ment and of insuring that no Departmental
action will be taken that will adversely affect
or destroy those physical assets that the
Federal Government holds in trust for the
tribes.

| take pride in acknowledging and re-
affirming the existence and durability of our
unique government-to-government rela-
tionship.

Within the White House | have designat-
ed a senior staff member, my Director of
Intergovernmental Affairs, as my personal
liaison with all Indian tribes. While it is not
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possible for a President or his small staff
to deal directly with the multiplicity of
issues and problems presented by each of
the 510 tribal entities in the Nation now
recognized by and dealing with the Depart-
ment of the Interior, the White House will
continue to interact with Indian tribes on
an intergovernmental basis.

The concepts of forced termination and

excessive dependency on the Federal Gov-
ernment must now be relegated, once and
for all, to the history books. Today we move
forward toward a permanent relationship of
understanding and trust, a relationship in
which the tribes of the Nation sit in posi-
tions of dependent sovereignty along with
the other governments that compose the
family that is America.

Interview With Linda Douglas of KNBC, Jim Lampley of KCBS,
and Paul Moyer of KABC in Los Angeles, California

June 15, 1991

President’s Health

Q. You won't play in an hour and a half,
| guarantee you. You won’t get around.

The President. Even in a cart?

Q. If you drive fast, you might.

The President. a little golf today.

Q. Gaining some of the weight back, are
you?

The President. Unfortunately.

Q. Do you still do the stair-climber?

The President. Is that a vicious assault
on my figure, or what? [Laughter]

Q. No, you look good. I know you
dropped

The President. Actually, | got it down.
I was, normally, weighed out about 198.
Got it down to 185 in a not-very-pleasant
way. The medicine drove it—now I'm at
190.

Q. Can you feel the thyroid medicine’s
side effects?

The President. Not anymore. | feel it in
that it's not quite right in the tummy and
stuff, when it affects you in that way.

Q. Doesn’t make you feel logy and tired,
though?

The President. By the end of the day I'm
probably a little more tired than | would
have been, but | have a full schedule. Go
to work at 7 am. and all of that; work
normally. Like yesterday, though, I came
home before going to the ball game and
took a little nap, which 1 might have done
anyway because of the 3-hour time change.

Q. Have you had any other recurrence
of the accelerated heartbeat? Has that hap-
pened?

The President.

I don’'t think so. | think

it's supposed to from time to time, but if
it has, it's been very, very short. But | think
it's been normal 99.9 percent of the time.
They don’'t seem to worry about that any-
more.

Abortion

Q. Mr. President, as you know, abortion
may be a key issue in the 1992 Presidential
campaign. You have supported the over-
turning of Roe versus Wade. Why do you
think that States should be able to make
abortion illegal? Why do you think abortion
should be illegal?

The President. Well, because | think there
are too many abortions, and | favor life
over abortion. | think there are other
means. I've said this in the past, but | think
adoption is a good one; | think education
is one. The spiraling rate of abortions in
this country just bothers me from an ethical
standpoint. So, it's that. And my position
is well-known.

Incidentally—you put it in a context of
an election—I remember in 1988. Some
think this is the deciding factor. It's but
one of but many issues. And in the Repub-
lican Party, for example, we have people
that agree with me and we have people
that disagree with me. And so, | think it
will always be that way, and it’s a very tough
personal issue for the American people. But
that’'s my position, and I'm going to stay
with it.

Q. Pete Wilson, Governor of California,
has taken a very strong position against your
position, that is, your position support-
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