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Nomination of Desiree Tucker-Sorini To Be an Assistant Secretary 
of the Treasury 
June 6, 1991 

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Desiree Tucker-Sorini, of 
Colorado, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
the Treasury for Public Affairs and Liaison. 
She would succeed Roger Bolton. 

Since 1989 Ms. Tucker-Sorini has served 
as Deputy Assistant Secretary of Public Af-
fairs at the United States Department of 
the Treasury. Prior to this, she served as 
Director of Public Affairs for the Inter-
national Trade Administration at the De-
partment of Commerce, 1986–1989; Press 

Secretary for the United States Trade Rep-
resentative, 1984–1986; and as Special As-
sistant to the Director of Women in Devel-
opment at the Agency for International De-
velopment, 1983. Ms. Tucker-Sorini also 
served as Director of Fundraising for Tuck-
er & Brown in Washington, DC. 

Ms. Tucker-Sorini was graduated from 
Colorado State University (B.A., 1980). She 
was born January 14, 1958, in Grand Junc-
tion, CO. Ms. Tucker-Sorini is married and 
resides in McLean, VA. 

Presidential Determination No. 91–40—Memorandum on Export- 
Import Bank Services for Bulgaria 
June 5, 1991 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Presidential Determination Under 
Subsection 2(b)(2) of the Export-Import 
Bank Act of 1945, as Amended—Bulgaria 

Pursuant to subsection 2(b)(2) of the Ex-
port-Import Bank Act of 1945, as amended 
(12 U.S.C. 635(b)(2)), I hereby determine 
that it is in the national interest for the 
Export-Import Bank of the United States 
to guarantee, insure, extend credit, and par-
ticipate in the extension of credit in connec-
tion with the purchase or lease of any prod-

uct by, for use in, or for sale or lease to 
Bulgaria. 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this determination to the Congress and to 
publish it in the Federal Register. 

GEORGE BUSH 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
3:47 p.m., June 19, 1991] 

Note: This determination was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on June 
7. 

Remarks at the Swearing-In Ceremony for Henry Catto as Director 
of the United States Information Agency 
June 7, 1991 

The President. Thanks for that warm wel-
come. I’m just delighted to be over here 
for this occasion, the formal swearing-in, 
and also to give me the opportunity to thank 
all of you for what you do for your country. 
I want to salute, of course, Henry Catto 

and Jessica; Leonard Marks is out here— 
one of the former directors of this very 
important agency. 

I’m delighted to stand at the side of my 
friend of longstanding, Henry Catto. I’m 
pleased that so many of his friends and 
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family could be with us here to share in 
this special day. First, let me also salute 
Dick Carlson, the Director of the VOA. 
Dick has piloted the Voice during 5, I think, 
of its most fascinating years, and done it 
well. I am just delighted that he has agreed 
to serve as an ambassador for our country. 
His service to the public will continue, and 
I’m very proud that he’ll be at my side. 

I’m also pleased to announce that his suc-
cessor, as the new Director, is a man who 
I know will uphold this extraordinarily 
proud legacy of the Voice, and I’m talking 
about, now, Chase Untermeyer. He’s now 
an Assistant to the President, but he was 
formerly an Assistant Secretary of the Navy, 
a former journalist. He was an elected offi-
cial in Texas. And in his coming into this 
job, clearly he will be following a long line 
of distinguished Americans. So, he’ll need 
your help, and with it I know he’ll do very, 
very well. 

And of course, I really wanted to have 
this occasion over here because I wanted 
to recognize the talented professionals of 
USIA. One of the reasons that I’m here 
today is to thank all of you for an awful 
lot, but especially for your dedicated service 
during Desert Shield and Desert Storm. I 
know many of you put in an awful lot of 
hours. For many, it was a round-the-clock 
effort. The expertise of your people in the 
field, the fine Gulf war pamphlets that you 
produced, all the extra hours behind the 
microphone at VOA and in USIA’s TV stu-
dios helped us get the word out, helped 
people in the Middle East and around the 
world separate fact from fiction about Iraq’s 
aggression and the intentions of Saddam 
Hussein. We were up against an enormous 
propaganda machine from various quarters 
overseas. And I think that you all distin-
guished yourselves with great honor and 
great credit to the United States of America. 
So, thank you from this grateful heart. 

To those of us who know the history, 
the proud legacy of this agency, USIA’s key 
role in the Gulf comes as no surprise. Since 
the time President Eisenhower created 
USIA nearly 40 years ago—then in the 
midst of the cold war and conflict—public 
diplomacy has played an integral role in 
American foreign policy. USIA is founded 
on the belief, the certainty, if you will, that 

ideas matter, especially to this nation, a na-
tion founded on the idea of freedom. 

The cold war was itself, in the deepest 
sense, a war of ideas. In that war, USIA 
acted as America’s advocate, spreading the 
message of democracy and freedom, doing 
it in a very convincing way, spreading the 
message of human rights and human dignity 
that went behind the Iron Curtain, that 
passed the jammers’ wall of noise and into 
every corner of closed societies around the 
world. 

And today, at long last, thank God, the 
cold war has drawn to an end. The Iron 
Curtain, the Berlin Wall, the monument 
of lies posing as truth—all were reduced 
to ruins by the undeniable power of an 
idea: that all people everywhere must be 
free. 

Each of you shares in this great triumph 
of the human spirit. But your work, I’m 
sure you all know, is far from over. Just 
as millions drew hope from this American 
idea, so now the American example speaks 
to people the world over: in the developing 
countries seeking to unleash the power of 
free enterprise, to the nations now engaged 
in the difficult business of democracy-build-
ing, everywhere that men and women still 
struggle to be free. There’s still this exam-
ple, the American example, that we must 
get out. 

Today more than ever, in our world of 
instantaneous communication—when im-
ages, ideas, and information cross the globe 
at the speed of light—the work you do at 
USIA advances our national interest. Your 
broadcasts, your exchanges, the overseas li-
braries and publications, the programs to 
teach English—all tell America’s story to 
the world: who we are, how we live, and 
perhaps most important, what we believe 
in. 

That is America’s message. You here at 
USIA take America’s message to the world. 
You tell the story that the world still wants 
to hear. 

Let me just close now with the business 
at hand, a personal note about my dear 
friend and your new Director. Back on Au-
gust 2d, the day that the Iraqi tanks first 
rolled into Kuwait, both Margaret Thatcher 
and I were scheduled to take part in an 
Aspen Institute conference out in Colora- 
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do—Aspen, Colorado. 
We were also to be Henry’s guests at 

their ranch in Aspen. It turned out to be 
quite a memorable ‘‘working visit,’’ as some 
of you may remember. I saw firsthand at 
that critical moment, though, Henry’s un-
derstanding of a complicated situation, his 
unerring judgment, his unquestioned exper-
tise, and above all, his unswerving devotion 
to principle, as he and I discussed, of the 
Iraqi invasion. Everyone who knows this 
man will agree that his considerable 
strength will serve him well in this proud 
new post as Director of USIA. 

So, once again, my sincerest thanks to 
all of you for your warm welcome, and 
much more important than that, for what 
you do. I expect over here you wonder if 
we over at the White House even know 
you exist at times. Maybe you’re better if 
you don’t know you exist at times. [Laugh-
ter] When Henry suggested we could come 
over here, it gives me an opportunity to 
thank you in the best way I possibly can 
for your dedicated service to the greatest 
country on the face of the Earth. 

Now it is with great pleasure that I will 
witness the swearing-in of Ambassador 
Henry Catto as Director of USIA. Thank 
you. 
[At this point, Director Catto was sworn 
in.] 

Director Catto. Mr. President, Justice 
Kennedy, USIA colleagues here in Wash-
ington and watching throughout the globe 
on Worldnet or listening on the Voice of 
America. Spring, sir, is the season of new 
beginnings. Two springs ago in May of 
1989, I had the experience of presenting 
my credentials to Queen Elizabeth at Buck-
ingham Palace. Thanks to you, Mr. Presi-
dent, for 2 years I had the honor to rep-
resent our country in the United Kingdom. 

That experience reinforced a belief of 
mine. I’ve learned a little something about 
diplomacy over the years; and if I have, 
it’s that public diplomacy is an indispen-
sable component of an effective foreign pol-
icy. 

Scholars call ours the Information Age. 
The Industrial Age was defined by the 
steam engine, by the dynamo, by the elec-
tronic grid. The current epoch is defined 
by new technologies—by computers, by sat-

ellites, by silicon chips. In the Information 
Age, public diplomacy is not only valuable, 
it is essential to any prolonged success in 
world affairs. 

You mentioned, Mr. President, in your 
remarks, the events of August 2d. I think 
it would interest everyone here to know 
that at one point, half of Prime Minister 
Thatcher’s Cabinet were former USIA 
international visitors. Your public display of 
unity and determination at that critical mo-
ment were crucial in shaping world opinion 
about the need for an international response 
to the Iraqi invasion. 

The Gulf conflict was the first inter-
national crisis, unmistakably, of the Infor-
mation Age. And appropriately, the men 
and women of the U.S. Information Agency 
did themselves proud. And proud they 
should be, Mr. President. As the coalition 
took shape, the USIA’s public affairs and 
public information officers on six continents 
explained America’s goals and diplomatic 
efforts. 

Our Worldnet facilities at American Em-
bassies throughout the globe made it pos-
sible for foreign journalists to interview by 
satellite the men and women shaping Amer-
ican policies in the Gulf and on other issues. 
Meanwhile, here in Washington, the USIA’s 
foreign press center helped American-based 
foreign journalists by providing briefings, 
press releases, and press conference facili-
ties. And all the while, people of the Voice 
of America did their jobs brilliantly. They 
got the news; they told it straight. That 
is their job: to tell it like it is. 

Equally important, and also all the while, 
our exchange programs for scholars and 
teachers went on, and our AmParts lec-
turers made tour after tour, and our USIS 
centers around the globe helped those 
eager to learn more about America. And 
if I may say so, nobody could do those 
things better, either. No one could do them 
better than USIA. 

Once upon a time, a wise man was asked 
the secret of happiness. He responded: 
Find a mission in life and take it seriously. 
Mr. President, the men and women of the 
United States Information Agency have a 
mission. They carry and transmit to a world 
that hungers for America’s story—our news, 
the best of our culture, information about 
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our policies—an understanding of our way 
of life. That is our mission: to be America’s 
information agency in the Information Age. 
We do, and we will, take that mission seri-
ously. 

Mr. President, thank you for the honor 
you have done me and for the thrill you’ve 
given us all by paying us a visit here today. 
Thank you very much. 

Note: The President spoke at 10:14 a.m. in 
the Voice of America Auditorium. The fol-

lowing persons were referred to: Director 
Catto’s wife, Jessica; Leonard H. Marks, Di-
rector of the U.S. Information Agency during 
the Johnson administration; Richard W. 
Carlson, Director of the Voice of America; 
Charles G. Untermeyer, Assistant to the 
President and Director of Presidential Per-
sonnel; President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
former Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
and Queen Elizabeth II of the United King-
dom; and Anthony M. Kennedy, Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court. 

Remarks at the Presentation Ceremony for the Drug-Free School 
Recognition Program Awards 
June 7, 1991 

Welcome. Welcome all to the Rose Gar-
den. No roses, but it’s the Rose Garden. 
[Laughter] Now please be seated, and thank 
you all for coming. Well, listen, it’s a great 
pleasure to see all of you here. And it’s 
a pleasure to be with our Drug Policy Di-
rector Bob Martinez, doing a great job in 
the antidrug campaign across this country; 
our very able Attorney General Dick 
Thornburgh standing next to me; and 
Lamar Alexander here, our new Secretary 
of Education, who’s excited the country 
with our program for America 2000, a good 
look at revolutionizing education. 

And I’m just delighted—is David Kearns 
going to be here? I heard that he might, 
but I don’t see him out there. So, I’ll leave 
out our new Deputy Secretary over at Edu-
cation, David Kearns, who’s also a key 
member of our team. 

But I’m pleased to see a lot of the stu-
dents here today. That’s important at an 
event like this one because all the damage 
drugs can do, what’s worse is that drugs 
rob you of your future and our future. 
Frankly, our future as a nation is robbed. 
And it’s in your hands. 

With our thoughts fixed on our future 
and before we begin, let me briefly mention 
two forward-looking actions taken in the 
House of Representatives yesterday. The 
House provided funding for two of this ad-
ministration’s top priorities: Space Station 

Freedom—that’s America’s pioneering ef-
fort to establish a permanent presence in 
space, thus keeping us on the cutting edge 
of science and research and development— 
and the HOPE program, to expand oppor-
tunities for home ownership to people who 
now live in public housing. And each pro-
gram is a prime example of how we can 
shape America’s future for the better. 

This is the 4th year we’ve hosted the 
Drug-Free School Recognition Program. 
And this year, the schools we honor come 
from every corner of America, near and 
far. One stands not far from here up 16th 
Street—DC’s own Abraham Lincoln Junior 
High School. [Applause] I see they brought 
us some fans along today. That’s the way 
it should be. Others come, literally, from 
as far away as the North Pole—North Pole 
High School in Fairbanks, Alaska. 

Now, I’m sure all of you know about 
America’s 2000 strategy that I’ve referred 
to—to transform, literally transform, Amer-
ican schools and move the Nation toward 
achieving the six ambitious national edu-
cation goals that we’ve set for ourselves, 
working in close conjunction with the Na-
tion’s Governors. We’ve set a target for our 
students to be first in the world in math 
and science by the year 2000. We want to 
increase the graduation rate to 90 percent. 
We will ask our students to demonstrate 
a competence in five core subjects as they 
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