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egy. It's the only way we can get decent
Republican ideas—and if we don’t do it—
kind of disarray and all the chipping away
on the Democrat ideas and joining up on
something that we know in our hearts isn’t
good. So, | would strongly urge your sup-
port for that.

I know we’re moving on transportation
and energy. | know Chairman Wallop is
working here—Malcolm’s working with us
on that. These are all very important. I'm
leaving out some.

I would make a pitch for our education
strategy, America 2000. Actually, that is
being received very, very well across the
country. And the Governors, regardless of
party, are extraordinarily supportive. | think
at the grassroots level, people are beginning
to understand that we’re not just trying to
add more money to a program in Wash-
ington, but we’ve got to revolutionize these
schools—create brand-new schools. It's an
exciting prospect, and | urge your strong
support.

Later, we’ll have a chance to visit a little
bit on what’s happening overseas. But | just
wanted to click off these domestic items
because they are vital. I'm sick and tired
of people saying we don’t have a domestic
agenda, because they've got their eyes
closed and they don’'t want to hear—be-
cause we've got a good one. And with your
support, we can make a change come to
pass. We had a good record last year. The
ADA, the crime bill, and child care and
other things. And so we can do it this year.
We’'ve got to stay together as a team to
get the job done.

But thank you all very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. in
Room S-207 at the U.S. Capitol. In his re-
marks, he referred to Senators Bob Dole,
Don Nickles, Strom Thurmond, Alan K.
Simpson, and Malcolm Wallop. A tape was
not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Question-and-Answer Session With Reporters

May 15, 1991

President’s Health

Q. How are you feeling?

The President. Fine. Very good report on
the health today. And today’s really, lit-
erally—and I'm not just saying this—the
best I've felt since this onset of all this
problem.

Q. You’'re not tired?

The President. Have been, but today I'm
not. Yesterday | was dead tired. But they've
got a report back now that I think the doc-
tors will comment on later, but it was very
good on getting this thyroid in balance. So,
for some reason, I'm itching to get back
into action here outside, get some

Q. Miss your jogging?

The President. 1 miss my exercise. | really
do. It's the longest I've been in my life,
I think.

Legislative Agenda

But let me just say—you expressed an
interest in what we were doing at the Sen-

514

ate. 1 was up there making a strong pitch
for Fast Track. | feel that the Republican
side and many of the Democrats are going
to be very supportive in the Senate on Fast
Track. It's important to world trade. It's
important to the United States economy;
that’s the point | made.

It’s not going to cost us jobs; it will create
jobs. And of course, if the United States
bugs out of participation in these—in the
GATT round, the European—the GATT
round—I mean the GATT round generally,
and then working with the EC, why, we're
in trouble. And | don’t want to see us do
that. | want us to have full negotiating au-
thority. And we will not bring back to the
Congress a deal that they cannot enthu-
siastically support. There’s no purpose in
that. We know the parameters within which
we have to operate.

I also made a strong pitch for our crime
package. I want a comprehensive crime bill.
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And | challenged the Congress to act within
100 days, and there’s no reason in the world
they can’t. It's been 67 days, | believe, since
that challenge, and so I'm very anxious to
get a comprehensive crime package out.

We talked about energy, and we talked
about transportation. So really, it was

Q. Did you say you would veto the Brady
bill?

The President. just a review of the
agenda, the domestic agenda. And then |
talked to them about other international
subjects. So, that was about what we were
doing at lunch.

Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press
International], did | hear you ask

Q. Yes. Did they ask you not to veto
the Brady bill?

The President. No, there wasn’t any dis-
cussion of the veto on that because they
did not ask it.

Q. Are you going to?

The President. Well, I'll keep all options
open. | want a comprehensive crime pack-
age. And that’s the way we're going to play
it, and that’s what we should be; the Amer-
ican people should be entitled to that.

China

Q. Did you discuss China, sir?

The President. We discussed China,
MFN. I want to see MFN for China con-
tinue, and 1 made a strong pitch for it.
We do not want to isolate China. And 1
go back to the days when | was in China
as the equivalent of Ambassador, and
though there are major problems in
China—things that we don’t like about their
system—things are an awful lot better than
they were back in 1975. So, | look at the
big picture. | look at the support we got
from China in Desert Storm. | look at the
importance of China as a country. And 1
don’t want to see us isolate them.

I do want to see them come forward more
on some of the things that we’ve been ask-
ing them to do.

Iraq

Q. Is Irag going to accept some form
of police force?

The President. | don’t know on that. We
may—we’'re contemplating going to the
United Nations on that to get further au-

thority, although we think that we have au-
thority under existing resolutions.

Q. And a related question: Would you
be happy with Iraq paying 25 percent of
its oil revenues in reparations?

The President. 1 don’t have a percentage
in mind. We’'re working out administration
positions on that. But the main thing is
full compliance with all the U.N. resolu-
tions. And so, that’s the key point. I don’t
know where the talks stand between the
Kurds and the center and Saddam Hussein,
but that could offer some hope. But | don’t
think that we can just entrust the fate of
the Kurds to the word of Saddam Hussein.

Soviet-U.S. Relations

Q. We understand that you have blocked
out the two last weeks in June for a possible
summit. Has that moved at all since yester-
day?

The President. No. Nothing’s happened
since | talked to Mr. Gorbachev last week-
end. And | want to have a summit. They
know and we know what the conditions
have been and are. But there’s no decision
on that, Helen. | keep reading that some-
body in Moscow says there’s a date, and
we don’t know where that comes from, un-
less you do, Marlin.

President’s Health

Q. Are you going to take a longer Memo-
rial Day vacation?

The President. You got it.

Q. How many days more?

The President. I don’t know.

Queen Elizabeth’s Visit

Q. How come you didn't take out the
step for the Queen, Mr. President?

The President. What?

Q. How come you didn’t give the Queen
a step to stand on yesterday?

The President. That's what we hired Jo-
seph Reed for. [Laughter]

Q. Oooh.

President’s Health

Q. How about giving us a little bit more
on your health report? What did they say
about your thyroid? Is it destroyed?

The President. Well, | asked the doctor
if he wanted—I got this when Marlin was
doing his briefing. 1 almost sent in a little
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note—Il was listening to your questions,
wonderful questions, to Marlin about my
property taxes. [Laughter] And | asked
Burt, and he said he’d rather wait until
he talks to the other doctors. But he came
in with a very good report about the thyroid
now being in balance.

Q. Isit gone?

The President. Well, 1 don’t know. It's
not gone. I'd better keep a little of it be-
cause you don’t want to get those hormones

out of shape, you know what | mean?
[Laughter]

Q. No, | haven't the slightest idea.
[Laughter]

Q. How much weight have you lost? Five
pounds, more, eight?

The President. No, about 10.

Q. Ten pounds?

The President. Yes.

Q. Over how long a time?

Q. How long?

The President. Over about a 3-week pe-
riod.

Q. Are you happy?

The President. Yes. Yes, I'd like to keep
it off.

Q. What are you, 190 now, Mr. Presi-
dent?

The President. Help. Here she comes.
[Laughter] No, 187 last night.

Q. That’s the lowest you’ve been in how
many years?

The President. Lowest I've been in 30
years.

Queen Elizabeth’s Visit

Q. How did you like the Queen?

The President. Very, very impressive; an
engaging conversationalist and most impres-
sive. | do feel badly

Q. Why didn’t you raise the podium?

The President. Well, 1 feel badly I didn’t.
And | thought about it and—Dbut she started
to speak. And | didn’t realize how it would
look from a straight angle, or 1 would have
interrupted her because it wasn’'t fair to
her. And I'm just sorry that it was over-
looked.

Grandchild’s Birthday Party

Mrs. Bush. You've got the birthday party.

The President. We've got to go see the
birthday party.

Q. Whose birthday is it?

The President. Marshall’s. Marshall.

Q. Are you allowed to kiss her?

The President. No, | can’t. Bar can.

Queen Elizabeth’s Visit

Q. He’s apologizing for not pulling the
step out for the Queen, Mrs. Bush.

Mrs. Bush. He doesn’t need to apologize.

The President. | kicked it over to the

Mrs. Bush. It was someone else’s job—
come on. [Laughter]

The President. See, we've got our line
together.

Note: The session began at 1:50 p.m. on the
South Lawn of the White House. In his re-
sponses, President Bush referred to President
Saddam Hussein of Iraqg; President Mikhail
Gorbachev of the Soviet Union; Marlin
Fitzwater, Press Secretary to the President;
Joseph Verner Reed, Chief of Protocol; Bur-
ton J. Lee Ill, Physician to the President;
Queen Elizabeth 11 of the United Kingdom;
and Marshall Bush, President Bush’s grand-
daughter. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this session.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the President’s Meeting
With Prime Minister Michael Manley of Jamaica

May 15, 1991

The President met today with Prime Min-
ister Michael Manley of Jamaica, who is
in the United States on a private visit. The
two leaders discussed bilateral and regional
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issues, including economic cooperation,
antinarcotics measures, and Caribbean eco-
nomic integration. The President and the
Prime Minister last met in May 1990, in the
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