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strates our commitment to a balanced ap-
proach for achieving an energy future that 
is secure, that is efficient, and that is envi-
ronmentally sound. 

The savings come from reduced energy 
use in Federal buildings and facilities, fuel 
savings in the whole Federal vehicle fleet, 
increased reliance on alternative fuels and 
alternative-fueled vehicles, and use of other 
energy-efficient products. Such actions 
would then save up to an estimated $800 
million per year by our target year 2000, 
the equivalent of up to 100,000 barrels of 
oil per day. So, achieving these important 
and ambitious goals is part of our strategy 
for enhancing our overall energy security. 
And doing so is commonsense business 
management, I might add. 

So, I wanted to do this with all the Cabi-
net here to ask for your support on all of 
this, hoping that this initiative will also en-
courage the private sector to undertake 
similar actions. An awful lot can be done 
just by the actions that I’ve outlined here. 

So now, Jim, many thanks to you for your 
key role in the energy strategy. I will sign 
this. 

[At this point, the President signed the Exec-
utive order.] 

It’s all yours. All right. That’s done. 

Assistance for Iraqi Refugees 
Q. Mr. President, are you willing to relax 

the sanctions to allow Iraq to sell oil and 
supposedly to get food and supplies for the 
Kurdish refugees? 

The President. Look, I don’t want to take 
any questions. 

I will say that the priority is, get the relief 
to these people that are suffering. Then 
we’ll talk about that. But this relief effort 
will go and must go smoothly. And then 
we can consider extraneous matters, matters 
that may be important to Iraq. But our pri-
orities—the world’s priorities—are set. And 
they say, let these refugees be settled on 
the flat places temporarily, and let them 
be fed, let medicine get in there. 

And then when that is done and every-
thing’s done peacefully and harmoniously, 
then I might be willing to consider some-
thing else. But we’re not going to—we’re 
going to be sure what comes first. And what 
comes first is taking care of these people 
that have been deprived of their homes and 
that are terrified and also that are suffering 
very much. So, that’s the order in which 
we will address these problems. 

Thank you all very much. 

Note: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Secretary of En-
ergy James D. Watkins. The Executive order 
is listed in Appendix E at the end of this 
volume. 

Toasts at the State Dinner for President Violeta Chamorro of 
Nicaragua 
April 17, 1991 

President Bush. Ladies and gentlemen, 
we can get all this out of the way early. 
It is a distinct privilege for Barbara and 
me to salute this evening an extraordinary 
leader of honor, compassion, and courage. 

With the greatest admiration, we wel-
come to the White House Nicaragua’s 
President, Violeta Chamorro. Or, as I hear 
she was known by her growing family, or 
the family growing up, Madre Superiora. 
[Laughter] For those of you who don’t 

speak good Spanish—[laughter]—that 
means ‘‘Mother Superior.’’ For even as a 
young girl, Violeta could get her brothers 
and sisters standing at attention as she 
cracked her benevolent whip to get her 
family’s house in order. 

Well, now, this ‘‘Mother Superior’’ is get-
ting her nation’s house in order, and we 
honor her for it. We honor her as the concil-
iator who is forging a future of peace and 
unity for her beleaguered land, as the elect- 
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ed leader who ended a bitter civil war and 
who replaced a repressive and undemo-
cratic regime, as the President whom his-
tory will acclaim as the liberator of not only 
her country’s government but also of its 
heartbeat, its spirit. 

Her people call her Dona Violeta, a name 
of affection and respect. And as I’ve come 
to know her I’ve understood, for she per-
sonifies the blend of resolve and compassion 
that inspires a nation to become the best 
it can be. I’ll tell you something that im-
presses me. Not only is she working reso-
lutely to bring about tangible reforms ex-
panding democracy and economic oppor-
tunity, but she’s also embarked on what 
she terms a quest to restore moral values. 
What a powerful goal in this age—the most 
important goal there is. 

And under the courageous and idealistic 
example of President Chamorro, Nicaragua 
is rediscovering the meaning of its coat of 
arms, the beautiful symbol embossed in the 
center of its flag: a triangle for equality, 
a rainbow for peace, and a shower of light 
for liberty shining throughout the land, lib-
erty that’s embodied by Violeta Chamorro 
and by her late husband and inspiration, 
Pedro Joaquin. He used to own a boat 
named Santa Libertad, glorious liberty. 

Well, the world now watches as his widow 
steers her own Santa Libertad, her ship of 
state, bound for a bright horizon that prom-
ises freedom, respect, and dignity for every 
person in her land. On a shelf in President 
Chamorro’s office is a plaque of a prayer 
she tries to live by. A prayer that, in fact, 
reminds me of her. The words are by St. 
Francis: ‘‘Lord, make me an instrument of 
your peace. Where there is hatred let me 
sow love. Where there is despair, hope. 
Where there is darkness, light. For it is 
in giving that we receive, and it is in par-
doning that we are pardoned.’’ 

Dona Violeta, you are an instrument of 
peace. Through your goals of reconciliation 
and liberty, you bring vision to your nation, 
you bring hope to the world. And so, may 
I ask that we rise and drink to the health— 
Madam President, to your health and to 
that of your proud and courageous land. 
May God bless you. 

President Chamorro. Please sit down. My 
dear friend, President of the United States 

of America, Mr. George Bush; her excel-
lency, Mrs. Barbara Bush; ladies and gentle-
men. Through an impressive worldwide 
plebiscite, the 20th century has taught us 
that one cannot build paradise by oppress-
ing men and women. If there is to be happi-
ness on Earth, there must first be liberty. 

For almost a century, Nicaragua has 
struggled against dictatorships and mili-
tarism. It has fought for that sacred prin-
ciple that gives men and women dignity 
and rights. Nicaragua has recovered its de-
mocracy. And I believe that we must com-
plement this victory by reestablishing ties 
and a relationship with the nation that is 
the leader of democracy. 

I am sure that you, my dear friend, Don 
George, who fought in World War II and 
lived through the horrors of war, share with 
me the anxious desire to banish violence. 
For it was violence that ended the life of 
my husband, Pedro Joaquin. I am sure that 
you share with me the desire to establish 
peace through dialog as well as new social 
paths with all sectors of the population. 

That is why, Mr. President, we are going 
to build the 21st century from the painful 
experiences of this century so full of war 
and hatred. Our American democracies 
should serve as an example to the rest of 
the world of countries that are good and 
true neighbors. In the Americas of the fu-
ture, there should be no division because 
the Americas are now the continent of 
hope. 

Before concluding, my dear friends, Mr. 
President—Don George, I would like to 
thank all of you for the warmth and kind-
ness you’ve extended to me. I offer you 
my friendship. Wait. [Laughter] 

Mr. President, I toast with you and with 
all of those present here to the permanent 
friendship between two democracies united 
by their common faith in liberty and the 
dignity of mankind. Thank you. 

Note: President Bush spoke at 8:10 p.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 
In his remarks, he referred to President 
Chamorro’s late husband, Pedro Joaquin 
Chamorro. President Chamorro spoke in 
Spanish, and her remarks were translated 
by an interpreter. 
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