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Congress, including our own Senator Lloyd
Bentsen, who’s a key player in this debate,
and others in the House—Speaker Foley—
who have the vision to say this is good for
the United States and it's good for Mexico.
I’'m going to approach this strictly in a non-
partisan, nonpolitical manner. It is too im-
portant to get it bogged down in partisan
politics. | take great pride in the fact that
the relationship between Mexico and the
United States has never been better. But
it is my view that we owe Mexicans the
opportunity that they will get from Fast
Track. And when they get that opportunity
it is going to benefit the United States of
America.

And so, I will be fighting my heart out
to win passage of this. | was very privileged
to receive for the second time in Houston
the able President of Mexico yesterday.
He’s doing a first-class job. He’s moved that
country in ways that some of his critics
would never dared dream possible. And |
think that it is in our interest now to build
on this improved and strengthened relation-
ship to give them and give ourselves the
benefit of free and fair trade.

So, as we join a world that is linked pri-
marily by economic—not military—com-
petition, we have nothing to fear except

the fearmongers themselves. They seem to
be the only ones who haven’t learned lately
that defeatism produces defeat, while con-
fidence and self-reliance produce greatness.
We've got to seize the opportunities that
this new world economy offers us. And with
your help, | am absolutely convinced that
we will do it.

So, once again, thank you for coming.
And | pledge to each and every one of
you that this goal is so important to the
United States that it will be priority with
me, with Secretary Mosbacher, with every
other member of the Bush administration
in Washington, DC. We are going to win
this fight. But we need your help. Thank
you all very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 8:30 a.m. in
the Evergreen Room at the Houstonian
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Miguel
San Juan, vice president, world trade divi-
sion, Greater Houston Partnership; Lionel
Sosa, who produced a video shown prior
to the President’s remarks; Secretary of Com-
merce Robert A. Mosbacher; President Car-
los Salinas de Gortari of Mexico; Senator
Lloyd Bentsen; and Thomas S. Foley, Speak-
er of the House of Representatives.

Remarks on Presenting a Point of Light Award to the Voice of Hope

Ministries in Dallas, Texas
April 8, 1991

Let me just say Barbara and | are de-
lighted to be here. In the first place, | want
to salute all at the Dallas Naval Air Station,
and say it’s a pleasure to be back.

But today what | wanted to do here in
this very brief period of time was to salute
those that are gathered here not only to
commemorate this 50th anniversary of the
Dallas Naval Air Station but also to recog-
nize the volunteers of the Voice of Hope
Ministries as the 424th daily Point of Light.
I think the name is well chosen, for you
bring to the citizens of this corner of Dallas
what they need most, and that is a sense
of hope, the belief that every community
can be reborn and that everyone can suc-
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ceed.

Having known a life of poverty herself,
Kathy Dudley was determined to help oth-
ers overcome the hardships that she had
experienced. And she founded Voice of
Hope Ministries in 1982. And when you
began, you had only a dilapidated, aban-
doned school for a meeting place. With
hard work and faith in God and in your-
selves, you've transformed that building into
a thriving community center full of love
and support for all who seek it.

Through your programs to enrich the
lives of young people and seniors, your lit-
eracy and financial management programs



to open the door to economic opportunity,
and then other related programs, you are
reclaiming the community from despair and
disintegration. You’re making a community
whole.

And so, | am very grateful to speak for
a grateful nation in saluting you for the
strides that you’'ve made. You are real-life
American heroes, and all of us are very,
very proud of you. And for those out there
who say it can’t be done, some communities
can’'t be saved, | say to them: You all come
to Dallas and see the Voice of Hope Min-
istries for yourself.
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And thank you, then, to all of you for
being a Point of Light. And God bless each
and every one of you.

And now it is a privilege and a pleasure
to present to the volunteers and staff of
the Voice of Hope the 424th daily Point
of Light recognition letter.

Note: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. on
the tarmac in front of the Dallas Naval Air
Station Operations Building. Following his
remarks, he returned to Washington, DC.
A tape was not available for verification of
the content of these remarks.

Remarks to Business Leaders on Fast Track Authority Extension

April 9, 1991

The President. At the outset of this meet-
ing 1 just want to thank all the business
leaders for being here. And | particularly
want to thank Ambassadors Brock and
Strauss. This fight for a free-trade agree-
ment—the Fast Track extension—it pro-
tects the Uruguay round; it protects our
Enterprise for the Americas Initiative; it
protects the North American trade pact that
we seek, agreement with Mexico. And it
is very, very important. And | want to
pledge to this nonpartisan group that I will
do everything | can possibly do, working
with the Congress, to get this Fast Track
authority passed.

And it is in our interest. The point | made
to President Salinas of Mexico, for whom
I have great respect, is that it is in the
interest of the United States of America.
I also happen to believe it will benefit Mex-
ico.

Similarly, everybody around this table has
taken a leadership role in the Uruguay
round, and that one is critical. We simply
cannot fail to go forward with the negotia-
tions. | will be doing everything | can, and
I want to ask everybody here to do all that
you can, with the various Members of Con-
gress. | think when they understand this
that we will carry the day.

There are some questions that we have
to answer, questions that have been raised
by supporters. Chairman Rostenkowski

raised some questions. They’'re good ques-
tions. | think there are very good answers
for them. But | would repeat what | said
to a group in Houston, yesterday it was:
This isn’t a partisan matter. The Democratic
leader in the Senate, the Speaker, the chair-
man of the Ways and Means Committee
are strongly supporting this. And a lot of
Republicans are. Some Republicans have
reservations; some Democrats have reserva-
tions.

So, what we want to do is to approach
this without—{[inaudible]—in mind and get
the job done. And | believe we can do
it. 1 really am confident we can, but | don’t
want to see this much horsepower gathered
without asking you earnestly to do the very
best you can on the Hill because that's
where the action is and that’s where the
answer should be finally decreed. But I
think we're going to win it.

Ambassador Brock. So do I.

Q. Mr. President, can Iraq be persuaded
to accept the refugees

The President. It doesn’t have anything
to do with Fast Track. | want to talk about
Fast Track today, and we’ll have no more
press conferences today because as I men-
tioned to an earlier group we've had four
in the last 3 days, and that’s unfair to the
press. [Laughter] Maybe four in the last
4 days—something like that.
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