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eties, pluralism; for nations, self-determina-
tion. To a crisis of the spirit, you supplied
an answer of the spirit—an answer forged
upon trust in God and man.

Over the centuries Poland suffered
through a winter of adversity. But you and
your countrymen have delivered Poland
into a springtime of thrilling possibility.
You've brought us all to the verge of a new
and freer world. And you helped a nation
and a planet, if you will, summon lightness
against the dark.

You've delivered the message of freedom
everywhere. Go to Gdansk or Warsaw—
they know that by rediscovering its past,
Poland is uplifting the future. Mr. Presi-
dent, under you, sir, Poles have learned
anew that the individual, not the state, is
the voice of tomorrow. You've used that
voice to unlock minds and boundaries, en-
larging Poland’s horizons and helping build
a new Europe, whole and free. For that,
I thank you on behalf of every American.

Let me close with a story that shows the
spiritual ties that bind our lands. It hap-
pened in 1776, when America was at a turn-
ing point in its history. A great Polish patriot
fought with the Colonies, then returned to
Poland with a simple three-word message.
Today, 200 years later, you have returned
General Kosciusko’s message to the country
of its birth: liberty, security, property. These
words inspired the Joint Declaration of
Principles that we signed today.

And so, now may | invite all our guests
to raise our glasses to Polish-American
friendship; to the health of our dear, ad-
mired friend; and to the liberty we can and
must achieve for all the children of the
world. Mr. President, sto lat. May you live
100 years. God bless you.

President Walesa. Mr. President, ladies

and gentlemen, I'm convinced that | shall
be at a loss for words to express my grati-
tude. It is for the second time that I'm
present in the White House. It is, to me,
a reason for honor, and it is moving.

It is also proof of the friendship that links
the American nation with the Polish nation.
This friendship was seen by the hundreds
of thousands of Poles who, here, found their
second motherland. They came from across
the ocean because they were looking for
freedom. America was freedom to them and
remained a symbol of freedom.

Today, we and the country on the Vistula
River also have freedom. Nobody, thank
God, has to leave Poland. We have achieved
new prospects through the reduction of the
Polish debt. We are deeply grateful for the
role which you, Mr. President, played in
this magnificent act. It is a relief for millions
of Poles. We shall remember this.

Two years ago, you were a guest in my
home in Gdansk. Now, | am your guest
in America. | am met here with
undescribable sincerity. I hope that we shall
meet on many more occasions. At the end,
I would like to toast the most popular politi-
cian in Poland. [Laughter] Today it was
passed on to the mass media—this politi-
cian, President George Bush. [Laughter] I
came up third in the poll. [Laughter]

So, to your health and that of your wife.
To the health of all present here, all the
magnificent American friends, your health.

Note: President Bush spoke at 8:15 p.m. in
the State Dining Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to President Wa-
lesa’s wife, Danuta. President Walesa spoke
in Polish, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter.

Remarks on Police Brutality and an Exchange With Reporters

March 21, 1991

The President. Marlin, have you told ev-
erybody that I will have a statement to say
here?

Mr. Fitzwater. Yes, sir.

The President. Want to fire it up?

Mr. Fitzwater. | think we're ready.

The President. Well, let me simply say
that I've asked the Attorney General for an
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update on our crime bill. And he’s also
going to brief me on the Department’s re-
view of allegations of police misconduct
generally, and then the Los Angeles case
specifically.

We've all seen those shocking videotapes
and have seen transcripts of the incident
in Los Angeles. And without getting into
the specifics of the case, those terrible
scenes stir us all to demand an end to gratu-
itous violence and brutality. Law enforce-
ment officials cannot place themselves
above the law that they are sworn to defend.
This administration will investigate possible
breaches of Federal law aggressively and
will prosecute violators to the full extent
of the law.

The vast majority of our law enforcement
professionals obey the law scrupulously—
even in situations of great danger, even
when they suspect that the criminals they
arrest soon may go free. These brave men
and women need the support of local gov-
ernments. | have supported, and I will con-
tinue to vigorously support, honest police
officers who obey the law.

I have in my mind that 83 police officers,
just in the last 15 months, have lost their
lives in the line of duty. They need the
support of the court system, and they need
the faith and the support of local citizens.
Nothing is more important than defending
a sense of national decency and promoting
the rule of law.

I was shocked by what | saw in that
tape—that violence. And to the degree
there’s a Federal role here, I'm confident
we will go the extra mile to see that that
is fulfilled. I might add that the Attorney
General and | remain fully committed to
the passage of our crime bill which would
give us the tools we need to more effectively
wage the war against crime. And as | said
on my statement to the Congress, | would
hope that Congress would move fast. | think
there’s strong support now in Congress for
this legislation.

Thank you all very much.

Q. Have you spoken to Chief Gates, sir?
Have you spoken with Chief Gates since
this incident?

The President. No——

Q. Do you think he should hang in or
resign?
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The President. | think that’s a matter for
Los Angeles. As many of you know, | feel
that in many ways he has been an exemplary
police chief. He’s been out front on doing
things for kids. 1 remember attending the
D.A.R.E. program out there with him. 1
remember attending—seeing ex post facto
the wonderful job that the Los Angeles po-
lice did on buttoning up these crack houses.
I'm familiar with the job the Los Angeles
police are doing in fighting gangs.

But in terms of this case, certainly I think
the man is entitled to his say. And it's a
matter, the way | see it, for the local police
department. The violation of Federal law
by anybody, then that comes under the
heading of our business.

Q. Mr. President, wouldn’t you agree that
a police chief sets the tone for his force
and should be responsible for their actions?

The President. 1 have said all 1 have to
say about it. And I've told you some good
things he’s done, and 1 think the man’s
entitled to a credible hearing here. That’s
the way it ought to be. And nobody’s going
to prejudge anybody here. What we're going
to do is look into violations of the law and
prosecute any of the people that have vio-
lated the Federal law and speak out against
police brutality—because what | saw made
me sick. It was sickening to see the beating
that was rendered, and there’s no way, in
my view, to explain that away. It was out-
rageous.

Q. Have you gotten a report on the New
York case, Mr. President? And have you
got any comment on that?

The President. | haven’'t had any report
yet.

Note: The exchange took place at 1:35 p.m.
in the Cabinet Room at the White House,
during a meeting with Attorney General
Dick Thornburgh. Marlin Fitzwater was
Press Secretary to the President, and Daryl
F. Gates was chief of the Los Angeles, CA,
Police Department. A tape was not available
for wverification of the content of these
remarks.
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