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Mar. 8 / Administration of George Bush, 1991 

Act with the European Community (EC) 
and Korea and contains the reasons why 
an extension of the negotiating period with 
the EC and Korea is necessary. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE BUSH 

Note: Identical letters were sent to George 
J. Mitchell, Senate majority leader; Robert 
Dole, Senate Republican leader; Lloyd Bent-

sen and Bob Packwood, chairman and rank-
ing Republican member of the Senate Fi-
nance Committee; Thomas S. Foley, Speaker 
of the House of Representatives; Robert H. 
Michel, House Republican leader; John D. 
Dingell and Norman F. Lent, chairman and 
ranking Republican member of the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee; and Dan 
Rostenkowski and Bill Archer, chairman and 
ranking Republican member of the House 
Ways and Means Committee. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Nuclear Cooperation with 
EURATOM 
March 8, 1991 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
The United States has been engaged in 

nuclear cooperation with the European 
Community for many years. This coopera-
tion was initiated under agreements that 
were concluded over 3 decades ago be-
tween the United States and the European 
Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM) 
and that extend until December 31, 1995. 
Since the inception of this cooperation, the 
Community has adhered to all its obliga-
tions under those agreements. 

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act of 
1978 amended the Atomic Energy Act of 
1954 to establish new nuclear export cri-
teria, including a requirement that the 
United States have a right to consent to 
the reprocessing of fuel exported from the 
United States. Our present agreements for 
cooperation with EURATOM do not con-
tain such a right. To avoid disrupting co-
operation with EURATOM, a proviso was 
included in the law to enable continued 
cooperation until March 10, 1980, if 
EURATOM agreed to negotiations con-
cerning our cooperation agreements. 
EURATOM agreed in 1978 to such negotia-
tions. 

The law also provides that nuclear co-
operation with EURATOM can be ex-
tended on an annual basis after March 10, 
1980, upon determination by the President 
that failure to cooperate would be seriously 
prejudicial to the achievement of U.S. non- 

proliferation objectives or otherwise jeop-
ardize the common defense and security 
and after notification to the Congress. Presi-
dent Carter made such a determination 11 
years ago and signed Executive Order No. 
12193, permitting nuclear cooperation with 
EURATOM to continue until March 10, 
1981. President Reagan made such deter-
minations in 1981, 1982, 1983, 1984, 1985, 
1986, 1987, and 1988, and signed Executive 
Order Nos. 12295, 12351, 12409, 12463, 
12506, 12554, 12587, and 12629, permitting 
nuclear cooperation to continue through 
March 10, 1989. I made such determina-
tions in 1989 and 1990 and signed Executive 
Orders Nos. 12670 and 12706, permitting 
nuclear cooperation to continue through 
March 10, 1991. 

In addition to numerous informal con-
tacts, the United States has engaged in fre-
quent talks with EURATOM regarding the 
renegotiation of the U.S.-EURATOM 
agreements for cooperation. Talks were 
conducted in November 1978, September 
1979, April 1980, January 1982, November 
1983, March 1984, May, September, and 
November 1985, April and July 1986, Sep-
tember 1987, September and November 
1988, July and December 1989, and Feb-
ruary, April, October, and December 1990. 
Further talks are anticipated this year. 

I believe it is essential that cooperation 
between the United States and the Commu-
nity continue and, likewise, that we work 
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closely with our allies to counter the threat 
of proliferation of nuclear explosives. Not 
only would a disruption of nuclear coopera-
tion with EURATOM eliminate any chance 
of progress in our talks with that organiza-
tion related to our agreements, it would 
also cause serious problems in our overall 
relationships. Accordingly, I have deter-
mined that failure to continue peaceful nu-
clear cooperation with EURATOM would 
be seriously prejudicial to the achievement 
of U.S. non-proliferation objectives and 
would jeopardize the common defense and 
security of the United States. I therefore 

intend to sign an Executive order to extend 
the waiver of the application of the relevant 
export criterion of the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Act for an additional 12 months 
from March 10, 1991. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE BUSH 

Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. The Executive order is listed in Ap-
pendix E at the end of this volume. 

Interview With Middle Eastern Journalists 
March 8, 1991 

The President. I wanted to just say a word 
of welcome to you all, and be glad to thank 
you for coming all this way. I think the 
best thing is just to go ahead and start, 
though I might say at the beginning that 
the coalition that was put together to stand 
up against the aggression has been, in my 
view, historic. There were a lot of pre-
dictions early on that one or another coun-
try would pull away or that it would fracture 
in some—and you come to me on a day 
when I have great gratitude in my heart 
to the leaders of the coalition countries. 
Well, I guess all the countries from which 
you’ve come having had forces there—Mo-
rocco, of course, in a special role, not a 
part of the coalition per se but nevertheless 
in the defense of Saudi Arabia, having some 
soldiers on the ground. That’s a distinction 
that I wanted to say to you, sir, we under-
stand and respect. 

But in any event, those forces that did 
end up in the battle did very well. There 
were predictions that some might not want 
to engage in the battle, and they did, and 
so we are very grateful. And I keep saying 
two things: One, this is not a U.S. effort 
by itself. And secondly, our argument was 
never with the people of Iraq; it was with 
Saddam Hussein. 

I make this point because the Iraqis tried 
to make it them—I mean ‘‘them’’ including 

all Arabs—against the United States. And 
I will resist that until time immemorial, be-
cause there’s a feeling of gratitude and af-
fection to the Arab world because so many 
there stood with us against this evil. 

But now, look, I came to answer your 
questions, and I’ll try to do so. Who wants 
to go first? 

Security in the Persian Gulf 

Q. Sir, my colleagues have elected that 
I speak first. I would like to take the oppor-
tunity to thank you personally, the adminis-
tration and this great country and people, 
for what you have done. I believe this is 
an historical stand. And as our Ambassador 
has said, you will go into history as a great 
leader and a great man. 

Sir, my first question is, the coalition has 
won the war, and I believe we have a great 
battle ahead of us, that is, to win the peace. 
What kind of arrangement do you foresee 
the United States, the coalition, and the 
Gulf States and, of course, the Arabs would 
have for security arrangements within the 
Gulf States and the Arab States? 

The President. I think this is a time, as 
Abraham Lincoln once said in our history, 
to think anew. And we are starting to think 
anew by dispatching our Secretary of State 
to the region. There will not be a United 
States plan to bring peace to Lebanon, to 
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