AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of George Bush, 1991 / Mar. 7

White House Statement on Weapons of Mass Destruction

March 7, 1991

The United States has taken a major step
in its continuing efforts to halt the spread
of weapons of mass destruction with the
issuance of regulations extending export
controls over chemicals, equipment, and
other assistance that can contribute to the
spread of missiles and chemical and biologi-
cal weapons.

Saddam Hussein’s use of chemical weap-
ons against his own citizens, his use of Scud
missiles to terrorize civilian populations,
and the chilling specter of germ warfare
and nuclear weapons have brought home
the dangers proliferation poses to American
interests and global peace and stability.

Our continuing efforts to stem the spread
of weapons of mass destruction will con-
tribute to the construction of a new world
order. The new regulations will enhance
our ability to head off these dangers so that
in the future we will not be forced to con-
front them militarily as we have in Iraq.
At the same time, the new regulations are
sensitive to the importance of U.S. exports
to our economic vitality and will not unfairly
restrict legitimate commerce.

The expanded U.S. export controls apply
to equipment, chemicals, and whole plants
that can be used to manufacture chemical
or biological weapons, as well as to activities
of U.S. exporters or citizens when they

know or are informed that their efforts will
assist in a foreign missile or chemical or
biological weapon program.

But the United States cannot do the job
alone. Our experience in the Gulf has rein-
forced the lesson that the most effective
export controls are those imposed multilat-
erally. The administration has therefore ini-
tiated vigorous efforts to obtain allied sup-
port for chemical and biological weapon ex-
port controls in the Australia Group, missile
export controls in the Missile Technology
Control Regime, and nuclear export con-
trols through consultations with all major
nuclear suppliers. These efforts will take
advantage of the growing international con-
sensus to redouble our efforts to stem the
spread of weapons of mass destruction.

The proliferation of weapons of mass de-
struction may profoundly challenge our na-
tional security in the 1990’s. The new regu-
lations issued today and our multilateral ini-
tiatives will enhance our ability to meet that
challenge squarely.

Note: The statement referred to President
Saddam Hussein of Irag and to the Australia
Group, a multilateral forum of 20 supplier
nations committed to restricting the spread
of chemical weapons.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Austria-United States

Social Security Agreement
March 7, 1991

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social
Security Act, as amended by the Social Se-
curity Amendments of 1977 (Public Law
95-216; 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), | transmit
herewith the Agreement between the
United States of America and the Republic
of Austria on Social Security, which consists
of two separate instruments—a principal
agreement and an administrative arrange-

ment. The Agreement was signed at Vienna
on July 13, 1990.

The United States-Austria Agreement is
similar in objective to the social security
agreements already in force with Belgium,
Canada, France, Germany, ltaly, the Neth-
erlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. Such
bilateral agreements provide for limited co-
ordination between the United States and
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foreign social security systems to eliminate
dual social security coverage and taxation,
and to help prevent the loss of benefit pro-
tection that can occur when workers divide
their careers between two countries.

I also transmit for the information of the
Congress a comprehensive report prepared
by the Department of Health and Human
Services, which explains the provisions of
the Agreement and provides data on the
number of persons affected by the Agree-
ment and the effect on social security fi-
nancing as required by the same provision

of the Social Security Act. | note that the
Department of State and the Department
of Health and Human Services have rec-
ommended the Agreement and related doc-
uments to me.

I commend the United States-Austria So-
cial Security Agreement and related docu-
ments.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
March 7, 1991.

Appointment of Judy A. Smith as Special Assistant to the President

and Deputy Press Secretary
March 7, 1991

The President today announced the ap-
pointment of Judy A. Smith as Special As-
sistant to the President and Deputy Press
Secretary at the White House.

Since 1989 Ms. Smith has been Special
Counsel to the U.S. Attorney for the Dis-
trict of Columbia, serving as principal ad-
viser to the U.S. Attorney on media rela-
tions and chief spokesperson. Prior to this
Ms. Smith was Deputy Director of Public
Information and Associate Counsel in the

Message on the Observance of St.

March 7, 1991

I am delighted to send warm greetings
to everyone celebrating St. Patrick’s Day.

Although the greatest wave of Irish emi-
gration took place during the mid-19th cen-
tury, the United States has enjoyed the con-
tributions of Irish immigrants and their de-
scendants since the beginning of the Colo-
nial Era. Serving in our Nation’s War for
Independence and later helping to build
its railroads, canals, and industries, Irish
Americans have long demonstrated a capac-
ity for hard work, as well as a strong pench-
ant for full, spirited, and upright living. The
American author and abolitionist, Lydia M.
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Office of the Independent Counsel, 1987—
1989. In addition she was assistant editor
for the Nurses Association of the American
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
in Washington, DC, 1983-1984.

Ms. Smith graduated from Washington
College of Law, the American University,
(J.D., 1986) and Boston University (B.A.,
1980). She was born October 27, 1958, in
Washington, DC. She is married and resides
in Washington, DC.

Patrick’s Day, 1991

Child, once fondly observed: “Not in vain
is Ireland pouring itself all over the Earth

. The Irish, with their glowing hearts
and reverent credulity, are needed in this
cold age of intellect and skepticism.”

Today, those tender sentiments still ring
true. Thus, St. Patrick’s Day is more than
a time of stirring memories and good cheer;
it is also a time when we honor those sons
and daughters of Ireland who, inspired by a
passion for liberty and opportunity, crossed
the Atlantic to build new lives on these
shores. Indeed, on this day, Americans of
every background join with Irish Americans
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