
16 

Jan. 9 / Administration of George Bush, 1991 

Message to the Congress Reporting Budget Deferrals 
January 9, 1991 

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with the Impoundment 

Control Act of 1974, I herewith report two 
new deferrals and four revised deferrals 
of budget authority now totalling 
$9,093,864,337. 

The deferrals affect International Security 
Assistance programs, as well as programs 
of the Departments of Agriculture, State, 
and Transportation. 

The details of these deferrals are con-
tained in the attached report. 

GEORGE BUSH 

The White House, 
January 9, 1991. 

Note: The attachment detailing the proposed 
deferrals was printed in the ‘‘Federal Reg-
ister’’ of January 16. 

Exchange With Reporters on the Persian Gulf Crisis 
January 9, 1991 

Q. Mr. President, are you encouraged by 
what you’ve heard from Secretary Baker, 
sir? 

The President. Encouraged, you say? No. 
Q. Why, sir? 
The President. Because I think Iraq has 

demonstrated no flexibility whatsoever. And 
I think the meeting we’re having here today 
now takes on even greater importance be-
cause I would like to see the Congress send 
a strong signal that they want to see these 
United Nations resolutions fully supported. 
And given the position taken by Iraq at 
the Geneva meetings—it lasted several 
hours, the meetings did—but I’ve talked 
to the Secretary of State, and I’ve told these 
friends in the United States Congress of 
his reaction. And his reaction was they were 
not flexible at all and showed no propensity 
to comply with the United Nations resolu-
tions. 

The rest of the world, I am convinced, 
wants to see all 12 of those resolutions com-
plied with. So, Baker could not report any 
progress at all. He’s having a press con-
ference right now, and maybe I’ll have an 
opportunity to talk to the White House 
press corps after that. We welcome the 
Members of Congress saying exactly how 
they feel when they leave here. Whether 
they agree with me entirely or not, they 
can go out and do what they want. 

Q. Well, does this end the subject and 
does this mean war, Mr. President? 

The President. As I told you, I hope that 
the Congress will send a good, strong signal, 
and I’m not giving up on peace at all. We 
took the extra step in terms of the United 
States meeting with Iraq after many, many 
dates proposed by us being turned down. 
We arranged for this—I proposed the 
Baker-‘Aziz meeting. And now it has been 
a frustration because they have dem-
onstrated no propensity to comply with the 
resolutions—none at all. And that is unsatis-
factory to the United States, and it will be 
totally unsatisfactory also to our coalition 
partners. But let us hope that strong state-
ments from around the world will help him 
understand that peace is the answer. 

And so, though I have taken the last extra 
step for peace in terms of a bilateral nego-
tiation, I would remind everybody that this 
isn’t Iraq versus the United States; this is 
Iraq versus the entire United Nations—not 
just the Security Council but the General 
Assembly as well. And that is a point that 
is being missed by many people in the 
United States and around the world. 

So, I am hopeful still that he will—having 
seen a firm position on the part of the 
United States, having heard from the EC 
as recently as 2 days ago, having heard from 
the French and the British and everybody 
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