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social, cultural, and economic development. 
Today, by striving to uphold virtues cele-
brated during the Year of the Ram—pa-
tience, self-sacrifice, and consideration for 
others—you continue to enrich our commu-

nities and our country. 
Barbara and I send our best wishes for 

every happiness in the Year of the Ram. 
God bless you. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Remarks on the Persian Gulf Conflict 
February 11, 1991 

The President. Let me just say that we 
had a very thorough briefing from Secretary 
Cheney and from Chairman Powell. They 
had a very good visit out there to the Gulf 
area, talking to our commanders. I am very 
satisfied, having heard their briefing, with 
the progress in the war. The air campaign 
has been very, very effective, and it will 
continue for awhile. We’re not talking about 
dates for further adding to the air campaign, 
put it that way. 

But I would simply want to say to the 
American people that the war is going well. 
I am very pleased with the people that are 
running the war; they have my full con-
fidence. We are going to take whatever time 
is necessary to sort out when a next stage 
might begin. And I will not be discussing 
it any further than that. And I can guarantee 
you that there should be no further discus-
sion of that for a lot of reasons, including 
the safety of our own troops—and that 
comes first as far as I’m concerned—and 
the coalition forces. Their safety is para-
mount in my mind. 

But I would be remiss if I didn’t reassure 
the American people that this war is being 
fought with high technology. There is no 
targeting of civilians. It has gone far better 
in terms of casualties than I’d hoped, 
though we mourn the loss of every single 
member of our armed forces and the coali-
tion forces, of course. 

My heart still goes out to the families. 
I might say to the families of those who 
are over there, the report from General 
Powell and from Secretary Cheney is very 
reassuring in terms of the morale of our 
people over there. They know why they 
are there. They are gung ho about it. They 
know its importance. They know that it’s 

right and just. And so, I have great con-
fidence in them. 

And altogether, I feel much better after 
this briefing. I’ve always felt confident we 
were on the right path. I feel even more 
so now after this briefing from Secretary 
Cheney and General Powell. So, we will 
just continue down this road. We’re the 
ones that are going to set the time for how 
this war—the time for any action that is 
taken. We are not going to suit somebody 
else’s timetable, whether he lives in Bagh-
dad or anyplace else. And that’s exactly the 
way it should be. 

And so, I will rely heavily on the advice 
of our Secretary of Defense, of our Chair-
man, of our generals out there—General 
Schwarzkopf and others. Then if they come 
to me and say there needs to be another 
phase, then I will then make that decision 
because that is a decision for the President 
of the United States. 

Having said that, I have total confidence 
that we are on the right path. And with 
no further ado, I want to thank them for 
this arduous trip, but it was well worth it. 

Thank you. 
Q. Mr. President are you still skeptical 

air power will do the job? 
The President. They may be taking ques-

tions over there and I’ll refer the—as I said 
early on when I started in all of this, the 
briefings on military and air and all of this 
are best conducted by the experts. And they 
are over there across the river in the Pen-
tagon. When it comes to the President’s 
decision, I’ll be glad to discuss it at the 
appropriate time. But this is not the appro-
priate time, for the reasons that I gave you. 

We are on track; it is going smoothly. I’ve 
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got total confidence that we are prevailing. 
It is working well. And that’s what the 
American people need to know now, and 
I don’t have anything to contribute beyond 
that. 

Note: The President spoke at 3:45 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. Prior 

to his remarks, the President was briefed 
by Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney and 
Gen. Colin L. Powell, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, on their recent meetings in 
Saudi Arabia with Gen. H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, commander of the U.S. forces 
in the Persian Gulf, and other allied officers. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Iraq 
February 11, 1991 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
1. On August 2, 1990, in Executive Order 

No. 12722, I declared a national emergency 
to deal with the threat to the national secu-
rity and foreign policy of the United States 
caused by Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. (55 
FR 31803.) In that order, I ordered the 
immediate blocking of all property and in-
terests in property of the Government of 
Iraq (including the Central Bank of Iraq) 
then or thereafter located in the United 
States or within the possession or control 
of a U.S. person. I also prohibited the im-
portation of goods or services of Iraqi origin 
into the United States and the exportation 
of goods, technology, and services to Iraq 
from the United States. In addition, I pro-
hibited travel-related transactions and trans-
portation transactions from or to Iraq and 
the performance of any contract in support 
of any industrial, commercial, or govern-
mental project in Iraq. U.S. persons were 
also prohibited from granting or extending 
credit or loans to the Government of Iraq. 

At the same time, at the request of the 
Government of Kuwait, I issued Executive 
Order No. 12723 (55 FR 31805), blocking 
all property of the Government of Kuwait 
then or thereafter in the United States or 
in the possession or control of a U.S. person. 

Subsequently, on August 9, 1990, I issued 
Executive Orders Nos. 12724 and 12725 
(55 FR 33089), to ensure that the sanctions 
imposed by the United States were con-
sistent with United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolution 661 of August 6, 1990. Under 
these orders, additional steps were taken 

with regard to Iraq, and sanctions were ap-
plied to Kuwait as well to insure that no 
benefit to Iraq resulted from the military 
occupation of Kuwait. 

2. The declaration of the national emer-
gency on August 2, 1990, was made pursu-
ant to the authority vested in me as Presi-
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, including the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), and 
section 301 of title 3 of the United States 
Code. I reported the declaration to the 
Congress on August 3, 1990, pursuant to 
section 204(b) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1703(b)). The additional sanctions of August 
9, 1990, were imposed pursuant to the au-
thority vested in me by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, including 
the statutes cited above and the United Na-
tions Participation Act (22 U.S.C. 287c). 
The present report is submitted pursuant 
to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c) and 1703(c). This re-
port discusses only Administration actions 
and expenses directly related to the national 
emergency with respect to Iraq declared 
in Executive Order No. 12722, as imple-
mented pursuant to that order and Execu-
tive Orders Nos. 12723, 12724, and 12725. 

3. The Office of Foreign Assets Control of 
the Department of the Treasury (‘‘FAC’’), 
after consultation with other Federal agen-
cies, issued the Kuwaiti Assets Control Reg-
ulations, 31 C.F.R. Part 570 (55 FR 49857, 
November 30, 1990), and the Iraqi Sanc- 
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