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Radio Address to the Nation on the National Day of Prayer

February 2, 1991

At this moment, America, the finest, most
loving nation on Earth, is at war, at war
against the oldest enemy of the human spir-
it: evil that threatens world peace.

At this moment, men and women of cour-
age and endurance stand on the harsh
desert and sail the seas of the Gulf. By
their presence they’re bearing witness to
the fact that the triumph of the moral order
is the vision that compels us. At this mo-
ment, those of us here at home are thinking
of them and of the future of our world.
I recall Abraham Lincoln and his anguish
during the Civil War. He turned to prayer,
saying: “I’ve been driven many times to my
knees by the overwhelming conviction that
I have nowhere else to go.”

So many of us, compelled by a deep need
for God'’s wisdom in all we do, turn to pray-
er. We pray for God’s protection in all we
undertake, for God’s love to fill all hearts,
and for God’s peace to be the moral North
Star that guides us. So, | have proclaimed
Sunday, February 3d, National Day of Pray-
er. In this moment of crisis, may Americans
of every creed turn to our greatest power
and unite together in prayer.

Let us pray for the safety of the troops,
these men and women who have put their
lives and dreams on hold because they un-
derstand the threat our world faces.

Let us pray for those who make the su-
preme sacrifice. In our terrible grief, we
pray that they leave the fields of battle for

finer fields where there is no danger, only
tranquillity; where there is no fear, only
peace; and where there is no evil, only the
love of the greatest Father of all.

Let us pray for those who are held pris-
oner, that God will protect these, his special
children, and will enlighten the minds and
soften the hearts of their captors.

Let us pray for the families of those who
serve. Let us reach out to them with caring,
to make them part of a greater family filled
with love and support.

Let us pray for the innocents caught up
in this war, all of them, wherever they may
be. And let us remember deep in our hearts
the value of all human life, everywhere in
the world.

Let us pray for our nation. We ask God
to bless us, to help us, and to guide us
through whatever dark nights may still lay
ahead.

And above all, let us pray for peace,
“peace which passeth all under-
standing.”

On this National Day of Prayer and al-
ways, may God bless the United States of
America.

Note: This address was recorded January
31 in the Oval Office at the White House
and was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on February 2. The proclamation
is listed in Appendix E at the end of this
volume.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Fiscal Year 1992 Budget

February 4, 1991

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to present the Budget of
the United States Government for Fiscal
Year 1992.

The budget is consistent with the 5-year
deficit reduction law enacted last fall. It
recommends discretionary spending levels
that fall within the statutory caps for de-

fense, international, and domestic discre-
tionary programs. It implements the entitle-
ment savings and reforms enacted in the
Budget Agreement. It conforms to the new
pay-as-you-go requirements.

By holding the overall rate of growth of
Federal Government spending to approxi-
mately 2.6 percent—below the inflation
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rate—the budget puts into effect the con-
cept of a “flexible freeze,” which is an es-
sential means of bringing the budget into
long-term balance.

The longest period of peacetime eco-
nomic expansion in history has been tempo-
rarily interrupted. We can, however, return
to growth soon—and proceed on the path
to a new era of expansion. With that goal
in mind, the budget places special priority
on policies that will enhance America’s po-
tential for long-term economic growth, and
that will give individuals the power to take
advantage of the opportunity America
uniquely offers.

To this end, | am again proposing tax
incentives to increase savings and long-term
investment.

On the spending side of the budget, the
existence of a cap on domestic discretionary
outlays rightly creates a competition for re-
sources. Priorities must be set. This budget
proposes that domestic investment be in-
creased in the following key areas:

Education and Human Capital—The
budget proposes investments to prepare
children better for school, to promote
choice and excellence in our educational
system, to improve math and science edu-
cation, and to increase the access of low-
income Americans to higher education.

Prevention and the Next Generation.—
The budget includes proposals to help re-
duce illness and death from preventable dis-
eases, and to reverse the long-term trend
of underinvestment in children.

Research and Development and the
Human  Frontier—The budget rec-
ommends an increase of $8.4 billion in the
Federal investment in research and devel-
opment, with special emphasis on basic re-
search, high performance computing, and
energy research and development. It pro-
poses to extend permanently the tax credit
for research and experimentation to encour-
age private sector R&D investment. In ad-
dition, the budget reflects the Administra-
tion’s continued commitment to expanding
human frontiers in space and biotechnology.

Transportation Infrastructure.—The
budget supports an expansion of the Fed-
eral Government’s investment in highways
and bridges to over $20 billion within 5
years, and proposes substantial increases to
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improve the condition of the Nation’s air-
ports, to modernize the air traffic control
system, and to continue to develop the
transportation infrastructure for exploration
and use of space.

America’s Heritage and Environmental
Protection.—The budget includes increased
funds for the expansion and improvement
of America’s treasury of parks, forests, wild-
life refuges, and other public lands; for the
implementation of the Clean Air Act and
other key environmental statutes; for the
cleanup of pollution at various Federal fa-
cilities and at Superfund sites; and for pro-
tection and enhancement of coastal areas
and wetlands.

Choice and Opportunity.—The budget
provides: funds to help give parents greater
choice in child care, health care, education,
and housing; the resources to allow all
Americans, especially those with low in-
comes, to seize the opportunities that such
choice provides; and a proposal to establish
Enterprise Zones to bring hope to our inner
cities and distressed rural areas.

Drugs and Crime.—The budget further
increases the Administration’s investment in
drug prevention, treatment, and law en-
forcement. And the budget substantially in-
creases the resources available to help the
Federal Bureau of Investigation fight crime,
the Federal prosecutors prosecute crimi-
nals, and the Federal prison system accom-
modate those convicted of crimes.

To make such investments possible, the
budget includes recommendations to termi-
nate or reduce Federal investment in cer-
tain low-return programs, and proposes re-
forms to slow the continuing growth of
mandatory entitlement programs and to in-
crease fairness in the distribution of the
benefits these programs provide.

In addition, the budget contains a new
proposal to fund various programs now car-
ried out by the States through a comprehen-
sive block grant. The States are continuing
to develop new and innovative ways to de-
liver services more effectively. The budget
not only highlights several of these innova-
tions; it proposes to reinforce and build
upon them.

The budget contains several proposals



that reflect my commitment to managing
government better. These include measures
to improve accountability, to reduce waste,
to reform regulation, to employ risk man-
agement budgeting in addressing threats to
health and safety, and to set clear objectives
and measure performance in meeting them.

Finally, consistent with the statutory caps
enacted last year, the budget provides the
resources necessary to maintain national se-
curity, and to better advance American in-
terests abroad. As the budget goes to press,
the timing of the resolution of the multi-
national coalition’s efforts to reverse the ag-
gression in the Persian Gulf is uncertain.
For this reason, the budget reflects only
a placeholder for Operation Desert Shield.
A supplemental request for the incremental
costs of Desert Shield, which includes
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Desert Storm, will be forwarded to the
Congress in the coming weeks.

The priority investments embodied in this
budget will help America prepare for the
requirements and opportunities presented
by a rapidly changing world. I look forward
to working with the Congress in developing
a budget that lays the groundwork for a
brighter future, protects our national inter-
ests, and helps create the conditions for
long-term economic growth and prosperity.

February 4, 1991
GEORGE BUSH

Note: The President’s message was printed
in the report entitled “Budget of the United
States Government, Fiscal Year 1992.” It was
not issued as a White House press release.

Remarks to Members of the National Governors’ Association

February 4, 1991

Let me just make a few brief comments,
and then what | really am anxious to do
is to hear from you. I know you've been
briefed in some detail on many aspects of
the domestic program, but I'd like to get
from you a feel for emphasis and some of
your most serious concerns.

But first, my thanks to you, Governor
Gardner and Governor Ashcroft. And |
know Dick Cheney has briefed you on the
Gulf. And let me simply just say this on
it: It's going according to plan. We are going
to set the timetable for what lies ahead—
not Saddam Hussein. And | have a very
strong team that is working this problem
of the Gulf. Not only do | have great con-
fidence in the officers and the men and
women in the Gulf itself but, of course,
I think Dick Cheney and General Colin
Powell—working so closely together and
then working very closely with our Chief
of Staff here and mainly with General Scow-
croft, my able right hand on these national
security matters.

I have confidence that we’re doing the
right thing, and | have confidence that it
is going the way we planned. And there

have been no surprises, and there will not
be any quick changes, nor will | try to tie
the hands of the military because | just
feel we have to go forward and prosecute
this to a successful conclusion. So, I want
you to know from my standpoint the team
is working well, the objectives are out there,
and we’re going to achieve them all.

So, | will be glad to respond to questions
on this, of course, later on because | know
it's a matter of enormous concern in your
communities. | used the figure, | think last
night, mentioning some 436 units of the
National Guard—over 60,000 men and
women who are more than spectators. And
I would just encourage all of you to give
the utmost support you possibly can. |
talked to some of you all last night, and
I was very impressed with what you told
me about this spirit of these people and
even more so about the spirit in the com-
munities.

I do think that the United States is sup-
porting this. 1 can tell you that you read
from time to time about lack of public sup-
port in some of the coalition countries, but

99



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T14:06:01-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




