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our policies—an understanding of our way
of life. That is our mission: to be America’s
information agency in the Information Age.
We do, and we will, take that mission seri-
ously.

Mr. President, thank you for the honor
you have done me and for the thrill you've
given us all by paying us a visit here today.
Thank you very much.

Note: The President spoke at 10:14 a.m. in
the Voice of America Auditorium. The fol-

lowing persons were referred to: Director
Catto’s wife, Jessica; Leonard H. Marks, Di-
rector of the U.S. Information Agency during
the Johnson administration; Richard W.
Carlson, Director of the Voice of America;
Charles G. Untermeyer, Assistant to the
President and Director of Presidential Per-
sonnel; President Saddam Hussein of lIrag;
former Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher
and Queen Elizabeth 11 of the United King-
dom; and Anthony M. Kennedy, Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court.

Remarks at the Presentation Ceremony for the Drug-Free School

Recognition Program Awards
June 7, 1991

Welcome. Welcome all to the Rose Gar-
den. No roses, but it's the Rose Garden.
[Laughter] Now please be seated, and thank
you all for coming. Well, listen, it's a great
pleasure to see all of you here. And it’s
a pleasure to be with our Drug Policy Di-
rector Bob Martinez, doing a great job in
the antidrug campaign across this country;
our very able Attorney General Dick
Thornburgh standing next to me; and
Lamar Alexander here, our new Secretary
of Education, who’s excited the country
with our program for America 2000, a good
look at revolutionizing education.

And I'm just delighted—is David Kearns
going to be here? I heard that he might,
but I don’t see him out there. So, I'll leave
out our new Deputy Secretary over at Edu-
cation, David Kearns, who's also a key
member of our team.

But I'm pleased to see a lot of the stu-
dents here today. That's important at an
event like this one because all the damage
drugs can do, what's worse is that drugs
rob you of your future and our future.
Frankly, our future as a nation is robbed.
And it’s in your hands.

With our thoughts fixed on our future
and before we begin, let me briefly mention
two forward-looking actions taken in the
House of Representatives yesterday. The
House provided funding for two of this ad-
ministration’s top priorities: Space Station

622

Freedom—that’'s America’s pioneering ef-
fort to establish a permanent presence in
space, thus keeping us on the cutting edge
of science and research and development—
and the HOPE program, to expand oppor-
tunities for home ownership to people who
now live in public housing. And each pro-
gram is a prime example of how we can
shape America’s future for the better.

This is the 4th year we've hosted the
Drug-Free School Recognition Program.
And this year, the schools we honor come
from every corner of America, near and
far. One stands not far from here up 16th
Street—DC’s own Abraham Lincoln Junior
High School. [Applause] | see they brought
us some fans along today. That's the way
it should be. Others come, literally, from
as far away as the North Pole—North Pole
High School in Fairbanks, Alaska.

Now, I'm sure all of you know about
America’s 2000 strategy that I've referred
to—to transform, literally transform, Amer-
ican schools and move the Nation toward
achieving the six ambitious national edu-
cation goals that we've set for ourselves,
working in close conjunction with the Na-
tion’s Governors. We've set a target for our
students to be first in the world in math
and science by the year 2000. We want to
increase the graduation rate to 90 percent.
We will ask our students to demonstrate
a competence in five core subjects as they
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progress from fourth grade to graduation.

And many times, the last goal we mention
is safe, disciplined, and drug-free schools.
It may be last, but it is certainly by no
means the least important. We can’t hope
to give any student a sound education, a
decent shot at the future, if drug users and
drug dealers roam the halls of our schools.
And for this reason, drug-free schools are
a top priority of our America 2000 strategy
and of our national drug control strategy.

We've made some progress. We have
made some progress in decreasing illegal
drug use among America’s students. And
each of the schools gathered here today
helps ensure that this progress will con-
tinue.

The 56 schools we honor represent 28
States and the District, District of Colum-
bia. These include public and private
schools, large and small, rural and urban,
elementary, junior, and senior highs. But
for all your differences, there’s one thing
in common. There’s a common matrix here:
You're winning the battle. In a society
where our children often get mixed mes-
sages on drug use, you're sending a clear
signal: You draw the line against drugs.

Take Washington Middle School in Albu-
quergque, New Mexico. For some kids, walk-
ing to Washington Middle School every
morning means running an urban gauntlet,
threading their way through gang turf. But
when they get to school, they’'re in a new
world; they enter another world. Wash-
ington Middle School is off-limits to gangs.
It hosts more than a dozen student support
groups, places where kids can turn to escape
the peer pressure that often pushes them
into this deadly experimentation with drugs.

And then, there’s Washington’s Parent
Center, a program that teaches everything
from English to how to be a better parent.
And I've heard about banners on the wall
there that say it all: “It's easier to build
a child than repair an adult.”

When a school succeeds, as all of yours
are succeeding, in a sense it's a team vic-
tory—for the teachers, the administrators,
for the students, but also for the parents
and the wider community outside the class-
room.

When | unveiled our America 2000 strat-
egy back in April, I said this: “Across this
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nation, we must cultivate communities
where children can learn, communities
where the school is more than a refuge,
more than a solitary island of calm amid
chaos.” And | challenged every city and
town across our country to become an
America 2000 community by doing four
things: adopt the national education goals;
devise a community-wide plan for reaching
them; establish a report card to measure
progress; and fourth and finally, to create
and support what | call a new American
school. If there’s one word that defines what
it takes to be an America 2000 community,
that one word is commitment.

Kenedy High School in Kenedy, Texas,
understands that kind of community com-
mitment. Four years ago, a Kenedy kid,
a Kenedy student, died from drug abuse.
The school vowed to turn that tragedy into
hope, and a small Texas town declared its
own war on drugs. Student leaders at
Kenedy formed what they called a SWAT
team—Students With A Target—to spread
this antidrug message. Even more impor-
tant, the community outside the school
closed ranks to deny drug users a safe
haven. It’s working. Kenedy’s success comes
from community involvement: a commit-
ment on the part of every adult, every shop-
keeper, every community leader, every par-
ent never to look the other way when kids
use drugs.

Washington and Kenedy and all the other
schools here today prove that when it comes
to stopping drugs, we can fight back. By
creating a drug-free environment where
students can learn, you set an example that
other schools can follow. And so, once
again, it has been a real pleasure to wel-
come you to the White House. Congratula-
tions to each and every one of you for your
fine work. And may God bless our country
as we wage this heroic fight.

Thank you all very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Bob Martinez, Di-
rector of National Drug Control Policy; At-
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torney General Dick Thornburgh; Secretary
of Education Lamar Alexander; and Deputy

Secretary of Education David T. Kearns.

Nomination of Richard W. Carlson To Be United States Ambassador

to the Seychelles
June 7, 1991

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Richard W. Carlson, of
California, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary to the Republic of
Seychelles. He would succeed James B.
Moran.

Since 1986 Mr. Carlson has served as Di-
rector of the Voice of America at the U.S.
Information Agency in Washington, DC.
Prior to this, Mr. Carlson served as Director
of the Office of Public Liaison at the U.S.
Information Agency, 1985-1986, and was
self-employed, 1984-1985. In 1984, he was
a candidate for mayor of San Diego. In
addition, Mr. Carlson served as senior vice
president of the Great American First Bank

of San Diego, CA, 1977-1983; TV anchor
with KFMB-TV in San Diego, CA, 1975-
1977; producer, writer, and director of the
NBC Documentary Unit in Burbank, CA,
1975; political editor and TV news anchor
with ABC TV in Hollywood, CA, 1971-
1975; and as a freelance writer, 1970-1971.
He served as a reporter for various tele-
vision stations and news organizations in
California, 1962-1970.

Mr. Carlson attended the University of
Mississippi, 1961-1962. He was born Feb-
ruary 10, 1941, in Boston, MA. Mr. Carlson
served in the U.S. Navy, 1959-1962. He
is married, has three children, and resides
in Washington, DC.

Nomination of Charles G. Untermeyer To Be an Associate Director
of the United States Information Agency and Director of the Voice

of America
June 7, 1991

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Charles Graves Unter-
meyer, of Texas, to be an Associate Director
of the United States Information Agency
for Broadcasting and Director of the Voice
of America. He would succeed Richard W.
Carlson.

Since 1989, Mr. Untermeyer has served
as Assistant to the President and Director
of Presidential Personnel at the White
House in Washington, DC. Prior to this,
he served as Assistant Secretary of the Navy
for Manpower and Reserve Affairs, 1984—
1988; Deputy Assistant Secretary of the
Navy for Installations & Facilities, 1983—
1984; and as Executive Assistant to Vice
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President Bush, 1980-1983. From 1976 to
1980, Mr. Untermeyer served as a member
of the Texas House of Representatives. Mr.
Untermeyer also served as a political re-
porter for the Houston Chronicle and exec-
utive assistant to County Judge Jon Lindsay
in Houston, TX.

Mr. Untermeyer graduated from Harvard
University (B.A., 1968). He was born March
7, 1946, in Long Branch, NJ. Mr. Unter-
meyer served in the U.S. Navy, 1968-1970.
Mr. Untermeyer is married and resides in
Washington, DC.
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