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Also, I think we need a champion in the 
Massachusetts delegation who under-
stands—not just a champion for business 
itself but for jobs, for the men and women 
that are out there on the production line. 
And I think in Steve we have just exactly 
that because Steve is not a pessimist about 
it. He knows that these Massachusetts com-
panies are ready to compete, and he wants 
to do what he can—you heard him—on 
growth, the empowerment agenda, to un-
leash the competitive energy. 

So, let us stand nationally for what he 
stands for, not just in this race but in his 
past record: jobs, opportunity, and growth. 
That’s the formula, and I think if we send 
Steve down there, you’ll know that your 
wallets are safe for a while, anyway, at least 
as far as he’s concerned. [Laughter] 

This gives me an opportunity to get back 
in the political arena. I haven’t been in it 
for a while because now we’ve had a little 
lull since last fall’s election, and I feel the 
adrenaline flowing. I hope it doesn’t go to 
my heart, but nevertheless—[laughter]— 
but I can’t think of a finer young man, 
a finer family to represent the western part 
of this great State. So, when he asked if 
I would come up here and he asked Barbara 
to help out—I believe she’ll be doing it 
next week, but in any event, she’s in his 
corner 100 percent—I accepted before he 

could change his mind. And I’m glad to 
be here, proud to be with your Governor, 
your Lieutenant Governor, and our chair-
man, and especially proud to be with our 
next Congressman from western Massachu-
setts. What big shoes to fill, but he will 
do it. 

Thank you all very much, and may I take 
this opportunity to make a nonpartisan com-
ment. Bill and I and Paul Cellucci and oth-
ers rode in from the airport, and I must 
say I was deeply touched and moved by 
the warm response and welcome from the 
people that lined the streets coming in from 
the airport. I was deeply touched, and it 
gives me one hell of a sendoff for what’s 
going to be a great Memorial Day weekend. 
Thank you all very, very much. 

Note: The President spoke at 1:22 p.m. in 
the Harborview Ballroom at the Boston 
World Trade Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. William Weld and Lt. Gov. 
A. Paul Cellucci of Massachusetts; Joseph 
Malone, Massachusetts State treasurer; Leon 
Lombardi, Massachusetts Republican Party 
chairman; Ronald C. Kaufman, Deputy As-
sistant to the President for Political Affairs; 
Andrew H. Card, Jr., Assistant to the Presi-
dent and Deputy Chief of Staff; and Sec-
retary of Commerce Robert A. Mosbacher. 

Statement on Signing the Niobrara Scenic River Designation Act of 
1991 
May 24, 1991 

Today I have signed into law S. 248, the 
‘‘Niobrara Scenic River Designation Act of 
1991.’’ This action will, among other things, 
designate three segments of the Niobrara 
River and one segment of the Missouri 
River in Nebraska and South Dakota as ‘‘in-
stant’’ components of the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System without the benefit 
of a formal study. 

The Niobrara River is an outstanding 
river resource, and the national significance 
of the resource is not in question. Approval 
of this bill will preserve and protect the 
resources of the Niobrara for future genera-

tions and will provide for a worthy addition 
to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Sys-
tem. 

However, I am extremely disappointed 
that the Congress has acted to designate 
these segments for Wild and Scenic River 
status without the benefit of a study under 
section 5(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Act. This study is not just a matter of blind 
process; rather, such a study would have 
given the Congress all the information 
needed to determine the most appropriate 
method of protecting the valuable resources 
along the Niobrara. Such a study is especial- 
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ly important when the lands along the des-
ignated segments are predominantly pri-
vately owned. Where private property inter-
ests are at stake, a formal study should be 
an absolute requirement before Federal ac-
tion is taken that may infringe such rights. 

I believe that to protect the integrity and 
viability of the National Park System, com-
pletion of feasibility studies should be a pre-
requisite for establishment of any new unit 
of the National Park System. Any compo-
nent of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 

System that is administered by the National 
Park Service becomes a unit of the National 
Park System. I urge the Congress to adhere 
to the requirement for such studies in the 
future. 

GEORGE BUSH 

The White House, 
May 24, 1991. 

Note: S. 248, approved May 24, was assigned 
Public Law No. 102–50. 

Remarks at the Yale University Commencement Ceremony in New 
Haven, Connecticut 
May 27, 1991 

Thank you very, very much. President 
Schmidt and members of the faculty, and 
the Yale community, fellows of the Yale 
Corporation, and especially with congratula-
tions to my fellow honorands, it is an honor 
to be here today. Mayor Daniels, it’s nice 
to be back in the city. And most impor-
tantly, to the graduating students, congratu-
late each and every one of you. May I single 
out Yale’s band. They’ve cleaned up for 
today, and they’ve never been better under 
Mr. Tom Duffy. Thank you, sir. And thank 
you for the warm welcome. Si res prehensio 
en cano est non oves sic vacio. That means, 
if you’re holding up the sign, you can’t 
throw eggs. [Laughter] 

I remember my own commencement. 
Like so many of my classmates, I’d come 
to Yale fresh from war, ready to make up 
for ‘‘lost time.’’ I remember our impatience 
and our optimism. And we sensed upcom-
ing adventure. I imagine it’s the same today 
for all of you. It’s almost as if life is about 
to begin, that is, if the commencement 
speech ever ends. [Laughter] 

Twenty-nine years ago, President Ken-
nedy stood right here, and my dad was hon-
ored with him. And he said, ‘‘I have the 
best of all worlds: a Yale degree and a Har-
vard education.’’ [Laughter] He had it 
wrong. I’ve got the best of all worlds: a 
Yale education and a Yale degree. 

My day was no different. There’s an ex-

citement in the air. And Barbara and I spent 
a good part of our senior year thinking 
about, literally, becoming farmers. We 
talked about life on the land and rising early 
and working hard and raising a crop and 
a family. And we looked into the finances 
of running a farm. In the end, we decided 
against the whole idea. We realized that 
when it came to pigs and chickens and cattle 
or corn, we didn’t know the first thing about 
farming. 

So, of course, there was only one alter-
native: I went west and became an oilman. 
[Laughter] The very day after the ceremony 
like this one, I traded the familiar sur-
roundings of this beautiful old campus for 
the dust and grit and searing heat of the 
Lone Star State. 

Odessa, Texas, became my world. And 
yet, far beyond 37 Hillhouse Avenue where 
Barbara and I lived or the Flatlands of West 
Texas, change rocked the whole world in 
ways that would affect us all for more than 
40 years. On June 20th, 1948—my gradua-
tion day—the United Nations sent out its 
first peacekeeping force, 49 men from the 
United States and 6 other nations, to bring 
the promise of peace to the Middle East. 
And on that day, the Soviet Union tried 
to clamp down on the free sectors of Berlin. 
The Berlin blockade had begun. And on 
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