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The President. | can’'t quantify it. | just
say the talks went reasonably well. But
there’s some story that we don’t want a
summit, and that’s crazy. And I've assured
Gorbachev of that personally.

It's great having you guys back on the
plane again. It’s wonderful.

Q. You don’t want him in London?

The President. Who said | don’t want him
in London?

Q. Some anonymous official quoted by
the New York Times says

The President. That story is totally erro-
neous, | regret to say—totally.

Q. What does that mean?

The President. That means that it's wrong.

Q. You want him at the economic sum-
mit? You'd like him there?

The President. No decisions have been
taken on that. If his coming there can help
with the reform and genuinely help with

the reform, why, that would be a very, very
important matter. But that story | can cat-
egorically say is wrong. And there was an-
other one that said the same theme—some-
body is peddling an erroneous line. We are
dealing straight with Gorbachev; we’'re not
playing games with him. I think he knows
that, and | think Moiseyev knows that.

Q. A June summit?

The President. It's been a pleasure, gang,
it's been a great pleasure. Great pleasure
to be with you.

Note: The exchange took place in the morn-
ing aboard Air Force One while the Presi-
dent was en route to St. Paul, MN. In his
remarks, President Bush referred to Gen.
Mikhail Moiseyev, Chief of the General Staff
of the Soviet Union, and Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev.
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The President. Is it scary to have the
President coming? You see, I'll tell you
something—the reason | ask the question
is you guys may not know this, but I learn
from this. Mr. Alexander is our Secretary
of Education—where is he? Over here. And
he’s designed the program that’s now our
administration program, and one of the
things in it is that adults, not just children
but adults, should learn. And so he and
I talked about—and the thing that I'm try-
ing to learn is the computer. So, what you
think is maybe elementary, but for me it’s
rather advanced. So, it's helpful to learn
it on that basis, and then it sets a good
example for other kids around the country
because they’ll see what you can do. You
talk about programming this thing—a lot
of kids are going to say, hey, maybe we
can do more. Do you know what 1 mean?

That’s good. Any questions? Have you got
all the answers or—don’t ask me about com-
puters, okay?

Q. This is a question she wanted to say,
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but | guess she couldn’t get it out. She
wanted to know: Did any of your grand-
children work with Legos?

The President. Work Legos? Yes. Yes, but
not in—you mean in a computer sense or
just playing with them?

Q. Yes, in a computer sense.

The President. 1 don’t know the answer
to that question. I would doubt it because
I don't think this is widespread. And our
grandkids are in Texas, Florida, Colorado,
Virginia, and Maryland—and | don’t know
if at this level—and we have some
granchildren—that they have this kind of
programming.

Q. It's available through the schools. It's
probably not available commercially.

The President. Yes, but I'm wondering
in the schools. He meant in school, didn’t
he? 1 don’'t know; I'm embarrassed to say
I don’t know what the programs are they’re
into. But | sure love to see them learn
stuff. They all fool around with computers.
I guess everybody does that around here.
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Q. It's easy to learn once you get the
hang of it.

The President. No.

Q. One question about education, sir.

The President. For this guy? For her?

Q. No, for you, Mr. President.

The President. If it’s a hard one I’'m going
to ask the Secretary to answer it, because
I don’t want to answer a question when
I don’t know the answer.

Q. Most school systems cannot afford this
kind of sophisticated state-of-the-art tech-
nology. Your program seems to be geared
to innovation. What about all of the other
school systems that don’t have the funds—
what can be done for them in Education
20007?

The President. Well, | think inherent in
our program—there is funding inherent in
it. And one of the things that | think will
happen is when you have the revolutionary
new schools, others will take the resources
that they are using. They will reduce the
kind of bureaucratic overhead, and they’ll
bring it to bear on innovative programs.
And that’s a part of our philosophy. And,
yes, there will be new Federal funding.

We're sending up a piece of legislation
that will request funding for or need action
on 13 different aspects. But | think people
learn by innovation. | don’t imagine when
this started it had fantastic amounts of
money to begin with. So, what will happen
is we will inspire, as it’s always happened
in this country—good example will inspire
others. And, yes, there will be some funding
involved, but we've got to start. We've got
to begin to think anew on education. And
that’s what these kids are helping me under-
stand even more.

This is new and not like what it used
to be like in education. This isn’t cost-inten-
sive. | expect that they’re pretty efficient.
I saw one teacher in that room with lots
of computers that seemed to be handling

many subjects. So, there’s a lot of oppor-
tunity here.

Wouldn’t you say, Sarah? [Laughter] I
feel that way. How about you—do you want
to add anything to the answer? That’s not
fair because you don’t know the program
we're talking about—whole program we're
talking about. But all I'm saying is | bet
you've got a lot of neighbors and friends
that don’t have this in their schools yet.

See, what they’re saying is innovation, say-
ing something new here—some would say
radically new here. And they may come
along in this program and your teachers
may say, hey, we've got to change this a
little bit. But they’'re on the cutting edge
for revolutionizing education. And we have
got to do that across our entire country.
The old answers aren’t good enough. They
simply are not good enough.

The United States is spending at the Fed-
eral level an enormous amount on edu-
cation, and at the State level. And yet, the
results are not good enough. And you guys
are going to make it better. Teachers are
going to make it better. Superintendents
are making it better. And that’s why we’re—
one of the reasons | wanted to come out
here is you set—you don’t believe this, but
you set an example for a lot of other kids
just by that good answer you gave. And
the same for you, Sarah.

With those words of wisdom, I've got to
go on about my business. But I'm glad to
see you. | hope you aren’t nervous when
we've finished.

Q. No, I'm just excited now.

The President. Just excited now? I’'m pret-
ty excited, too. It was wonderful. Good luck.
I'd better go on.

Note: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. in
the Integrated Learning Systems Tech Cen-
ter. Prior to his remarks, he participated
in a computer programming demonstration.
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