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it. 
Listen, I’ve got to run. Any more physical 

questions? [Laughter] Would you like some 
pictures? 

President’s Physical Examination 
Q. What was your favorite test? [Laugh-

ter] 
The President. We’re thinking of releasing 

some beauties here. 
Q. Did they recommend anything for you 

to do? 
The President. I refer all this to my doctor 

in whom I have total confidence, Dr. Bur-
ton Lee. 

Q. ——slow down? 
Q. Did he suggest to cut down on travel? 

Q. More power walks? 
The President. Yes. Yes, everything. 

Note: The exchange began at 1:45 p.m. on 
the grounds of Bethesda Naval Hospital. 
During the exchange, President Bush re-
ferred to Burton J. Lee III, Physician to 
the President; Rear Adm. Donald Hagen, 
commander of the National Naval Medical 
Center; President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf, commander 
of the U.S. forces in the Persian Gulf; Sec-
retary of Defense Dick Cheney; and Gen. 
Colin L. Powell, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of this ex-
change. 

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the President’s Physical 
Examination 
March 27, 1991 

President Bush today completed a routine 
physical examination at Bethesda Naval 
Hospital and is in excellent health. The 
President’s examination lasted approxi-
mately 5 hours. The physical was conducted 
under the direction of Dr. Burton Lee, the 
President’s personal physician. 

‘‘The President continues in excellent 
health,’’ Dr. Lee said. ‘‘There were no sur-
prises at the physical exam. He remains an 
extraordinarily vigorous man who continues 
to thrive on a great deal of physical activity 
and a rigorous, demanding work schedule.’’ 

Ophthalmologists continue to test the 
President for any progression of his glau-
coma, but his condition remains stable. No 

treatment appears to be indicated at the 
present time. 

Among his other test results are: chest 
x-ray, normal; x-rays of hips and neck, mild 
degenerative osteoarthritis; electrocardio-
gram (EKG) and stress test, normal; urinal-
ysis, no abnormalities; normal urologic 
exam; colonoscopy within normal limits; 
blood tests completely normal, including 
cholesterol, triglyceride, and lipoprotein 
levels; dermatology, no significant problem 
or change; and his allergy problems remain 
minimal and unchanged. 

Note: The statement referred to Burton J. 
Lee III, Physician to the President. 

Remarks to State Department Employees 
March 27, 1991 

The President. Thank you all very much 
for that warm reception. I really wanted 
to come over here, and I really wanted to 
say thank you. And I wanted to address 
our foreign policy professionals and all those 

who support them. You are, indeed, the 
men and women on the front lines of Amer-
ican interests, both in war and in peace. 
And this recent situation was no exception. 
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Dwight Eisenhower once marveled at 
freedom’s power to assemble ‘‘lightness 
against the dark.’’ Well, I think that all of 
you showed that rather eloquently in this 
Gulf situation, indeed, in our victory in the 
Persian Gulf. You acted for right against 
wrong. I don’t know how each and every 
person here was motivated, but for me, very 
early on it became a clear choice of good 
versus evil, of right versus wrong. And when 
that happens it makes it easier to make 
some of the decisions. 

You spoke here, various officers, for dig-
nity against oppression. And I salute you— 
I salute you on behalf of every American 
and all the freedom-loving peoples of the 
world. 

We do stand for the peaceful resolution 
of conflicts, and no one tried harder to re-
solve the Gulf conflict peacefully than our 
Secretary of State Jim Baker, and then the 
entire State Department. 

You know, from August 1990 to January 
15th of 1991—166 days—you conducted 
nonstop discussions in the hopes of revers-
ing aggression, in the hopes of this peaceful 
settlement. Secretary of State Baker had 
more than 200 meetings with foreign dig-
nitaries, 10 diplomatic missions, 6 congres-
sional appearances. I.O. and Tom Pickering, 
operating up in New York, helped put into 
effect 12 United Nations resolutions. And 
over 103,000 miles traveled on the Sec-
retary’s part to talk with members of the 
U.N., the Arab League, and the European 
Community. 

Every American staff, every consulate, 
every bureau, and every department here 
and abroad facilitated these missions. The 
American people will always remember the 
courage of Embassy Baghdad and Embassy 
Kuwait. You were called upon, those that 
served there, to do your duty, and you did 
so. 

You worked closely with our allies, this 
Department did—an extraordinary coali-
tion. I really believe that when history 
writes the final chapter on all of this, this 
coalition of—some might say disparate coa-
lition—is going to be one of the highlights 
of what happened in Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm. 

Indeed, I think all of your work inspired 
the American people. And you brought new 
respect, frankly—and deserved respect, in 

my view—to men and women for whom 
diplomacy is not merely a profession but 
it’s a mission. 

During all of this, I recall several impor-
tant meetings at the White House where 
I drew on the experience of, among others, 
Assistant Secretary Kelly, Ambassador 
Glaspie; met also with the—[applause]— 
I think that’s appropriate. And also the re-
turning officers from Embassy Kuwait and 
Embassy—he’s back there. [Laughter] Am-
bassador Howell and Mr. Wilson later on, 
and so many others that just did a wonderful 
job. 

That mission, your mission, of course, 
deals with the entire world, not only the 
Middle East. It’s a mission you carried out 
even as war raged in the Persian Gulf. We 
forget that at a time all of this was going 
on, just by way of example, there were some 
very harrowing problems still remaining, I 
might add, in Liberia. And you look at other 
trouble spots in the world, and things were 
going on. And those officers and those sup-
porters of the missions there get very little 
credit for that. But you kept the foreign 
policy moving forward. You put out the 
fires, and you did a great job, even though 
not as much in the focus as those Embassies 
in Kuwait and Baghdad. 

So, you’re dealing with the entire world. 
It went on; all that important work went 
on even as war raged in the Persian Gulf. 
And then you, along with the finest soldiers 
and sailors and airmen and marines and 
coast-guardsmen that any nation has ever 
known, helped light the lamp of liberty. 
Now, I’d like to see us use that, and I 
know many here are already actively in-
volved in this, in illuminating a new world 
order. 

I know that your jobs often are not com-
fortable or safe. The scroll—there’s a scroll 
outside that I’ve seen that tells the tale. 
Far too many Foreign Service officers have 
made the supreme sacrifice for this nation 
and the values it holds dear. And every 
day you guard this nation’s freedom. 

In coming weeks, we’ll be working to-
gether to shape this order—and in trying 
to bring peace, lasting peace, to the Middle 
East and every corner of the globe. We’re 
talking about Lebanon; we’re talking about 
the Palestine-Israel situation; we’re talking 
about security and stability in the Gulf 
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itself. And our efforts are going to be critical 
to the solution of the problems in those 
three areas and so many others. 

But for now, let me simply leave you 
with a word of thanks, I’d say, on behalf 
of the entire coalition—and in memory of 
those who gave what Abraham Lincoln 
called ‘‘the last full measure of devotion.’’ 

So, thank you all very, very much. I am 
very proud of you. I expect there are some 
times you wonder whether we know you 
exist way over four or five blocks away at 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. And there are 
probably sometimes you wish we didn’t 
know you existed. [Laughter] You can inter-
pret that any way you want. 

But I’ve had the privilege since 1971, 
when I was the Permanent Representative 
of the United States to the United Nations, 
to work closely with many people, many 

of whom are here today. Not so many old 
guys left, but quite a few. And it’s been 
a joy, and it’s been an honor. And I support 
you. And I just came over to say thanks. 
Thank you very much. 

Note: The President spoke at 3:42 p.m. in 
the Dean Acheson Room at the State Depart-
ment. In his remarks, he referred to Sec-
retary of State James A. Baker III; the Bu-
reau of International Organization Affairs; 
Thomas Pickering, Ambassador to the United 
Nations; John H. Kelly, Assistant Secretary 
of State for Near Eastern and South Asian 
Affairs; April Glaspie, former Ambassador 
to Iraq; Nathaniel Howell, former Ambas-
sador to Kuwait; and Joseph Wilson, former 
Charge

´
d’Affaires at the U.S. Embassy in 

Iraq. 

Remarks at the Swearing-In Ceremony for Bob Martinez as Director 
of the Office of National Drug Control Policy 
March 28, 1991 

The President. Please be seated. Well, 
first, Monsignor, thank you, sir, for that 
lovely invocation. And to Jim Smith, a long-
time friend and secretary of state of Florida, 
welcome back to Washington. I’m delighted 
to see so many members of our Cabinet 
here with us today. And I think that says 
that all Cabinet Departments want to help 
Bob Martinez in this fight against drugs. 
And I’m delighted that they’re here, and 
we pledge you our full support. 

I’m delighted to see Bill Young, who has 
the onerous responsibility of representing 
that enormous Florida delegation. But it’s 
most appropriate that he, a big supporter 
of the Governor’s and of mine, be with 
us today in that capacity. 

I want to welcome the executive directors 
of the several major State and local organi-
zations: Don Borut of the National League 
of Cities, John Thomas of the National As-
sociation of Counties, and Ray Scheppach 
of the National Governors’ Association. 

And most of all, of course, a great pleas-
ure to welcome to Washington Mary Jane— 

Mary Jane Martinez—Alan, his son, and 
also so many friends that are up here from 
Florida and elsewhere. I don’t know who’s 
looking after the State, but I’m delighted 
you all are here—[laughter]—on this beau-
tiful day in the Rose Garden. 

Bob brings to this important job, Director 
of National Drug Control Policy, a resolute 
personal commitment and unmatched expe-
rience in the field. Our 50 States are the 
labs, the laboratories of democracy, and 
Bob brings an impressive arsenal of some 
of the Nation’s most innovative and wide- 
ranging antidrug programs. As Governor of 
Florida, he led a State that was among the 
hardest hit by drug smuggling, drug crime, 
and drug use. And he responded to that 
challenge the same way he’ll respond to 
this new, even bigger challenge: with vigor 
and intelligence and a program comprehen-
sive enough to attack the drug culture. 

Bob Martinez already has contributed 
mightily to the National Drug Control Strat-
egy. As the National Governors’ Associa- 
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