Mar. 19 / Administration of George Bush, 1991

Both Protocols were done at London No-
vember 11, 1988, and signed by the United
States April 6, 1989, subject to ratification.
| also transmit, for the information of the
Senate, the report of the Department of
State with respect to the Protocols.

These Protocols are designed to stand-
ardize the inspection intervals and the peri-
ods of validity of the certificates required
under the 1974 International Convention
for the Safety of Life at Sea, as amended
(SOLAS), and the 1966 International Con-
vention on Load Lines (Load Lines Con-
vention). Entry into force of the 1988 Proto-
cols will reduce the number of ship visits
by inspectors, as well as the time a ship
must be withdrawn from service for inspec-
tion and survey, thereby representing a sig-
nificant improvement to the existing system.
The surveys and certifications of ships re-
quired by the SOLAS and Load Lines Con-
ventions will be accomplished in a more
efficient manner, bringing the international
system to a level more consistent with U.S.
domestic inspection requirements. The
United States Coast Guard, the American
Bureau of Shipping, shipyards, and, most
important, shipowners and seafarers will
benefit as a result. In addition, the addi-
tional survey requirements will improve the
level of safety of foreign ships entering U.S.
ports, thus having a positive impact on the
environment.

The 1988 Protocol to the Load Lines
Convention also contains amendments to
the regulations of the Convention that re-
place amendments previously adopted, but
that to date have not entered into force.
I, therefore, desire to withdraw from the
Senate the following treaties:

Amendments to the International Con-
vention on Load Lines, 1966, adopted at
London November 15, 1979 (Treaty Docu-
ment 97-14, 97th Congress, 1lst Session);

Amendments to the International Con-
vention on Load Lines, 1966, adopted at
London November 17, 1983 (Treaty Docu-
ment 100-12, 100th Congress, 2nd Session).

The United States has played an active
and vital role in the negotiation of the 1988
Protocols to the Safety of Life at Sea and
Load Lines Conventions and in promoting
and developing the concept of a harmonized
system of certification. Early ratification of
the 1988 Protocols by the United States
should encourage similar actions by other
nations.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to these Proto-
cols and give its advice and consent to ratifi-
cation.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
March 19, 1991.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on United States
Government Activities in the United Nations

March 19, 1991

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit herewith a re-
port of the activities of the United States
Government in the United Nations and its
affiliated agencies during calendar vyear
1989, the first year of my Administration.
The report is required by the United Na-
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tions Participation Act (Public Law 264,
79th Congress; 22 U.S.C. 287b).

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
March 19, 1991.
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Remarks at the Welcoming Ceremony for President Lech Walesa of

Poland
March 20, 1991

President Bush. Mr. President, to all our
Polish and American friends here today: A
poet once wrote, “Let me address you in
the name of millions.” Today, | address you
in the name of millions who convey their
admiration and love—the people of the
United States.

Two years ago, Lech Walesa became only
the second private citizen from abroad to
address a joint session of the Congress. And
he impressed us then with his commitment
to goodness, his passion for the hard-fought
necessity we call democracy. Today he re-
turns as his nation’s first democratically
elected President.

Mr. President, you have led by principle
and example. You created a solidarity of
spirit that inspired millions of Poles to risk
their lives in steel mills, shipyards, and tene-
ments and towns. And after winning the
fight for independence, you instilled the
sense of tolerance essential for letting de-
mocracy set down roots in an unsettled
world. No wonder your countrymen sing
to you, “Sto lat, sto lat”—may he live 100
years.

But you also understand that the cause
of freedom cannot end at your own borders,
and you proved it during the war in the
Persian Gulf. You joined us in dem-
onstrating to the entire world that we can-
not permit aggression to stand. And you
taught your countrymen that the answer to
tyranny is international solidarity. And in
the process, you helped shape a new world
order.

That order, of course, began in Europe
with the end of the cold war and the emer-
gence of a continent whole and free. You
played a key role in helping Central and
Eastern Europe join the commonwealth of
freedom. And you have worked hard to
build a prosperous land upon tyranny’s
ruins.

This is not an easy task. In your New
Year’s Eve message, you talked of reform:
political reform—you’ve called for fully free
parliamentary elections; intellectual reform

that can help man begin the hard work
of freedom; spiritual reform, honoring the
One through whom all things are possible;
and finally, you've spoken of economic re-
form, upon which so much depends. In your
address to Congress, you said, “We are not
expecting philanthropy. But we would like
to see our country treated as a partner and
friend.”

Today we rededicate ourselves to the suc-
cess of free democracy in Poland and
throughout Central and Eastern Europe.

Last week, the Paris Club agreed to cut
Poland’s official debt burden by at least 50
percent. The United States worked long and
hard to achieve that unprecedented agree-
ment, and we encourage other creditors to
join us in going beyond that 50-percent
level. We certainly shall. We will reduce
your indebtedness to us by a full 70 percent,
a portion of which will help Poland fund
a new foundation for the environment.

I am pleased to tell you, Mr. President,
that I've asked the Congress to increase
next year’s grant assistance to these new
democracies to $470 million, half again last
year’s request. And since the real engine
of progress is not aid but trade, | am pleased
to announce two new economic initiatives
designed to help the nations of Central and
Eastern Europe proceed along the path to
growth and prosperity.

The American Business Initiative and the
Trade Enhancement Initiative will encour-
age businesses to invest in your future. In
addition, Commerce Secretary Robert
Mosbacher will lead an investment mission
to Poland this summer, letting U.S. busi-
nesses see the great opportunity the new
Poland offers.

So, as you can see, Mr. President, we
want your economic transformation to suc-
ceed, your new democracy to flourish. And
we call on other nations to follow our exam-
ple.

For two centuries, the love of liberty has
linked our lands. General Kosciusko was a
friend to our Founding Fathers, just as you
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