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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Monday, May 24, 1993

The House met at 3 p.m.

The Chaplain, Rev. James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following
prayer:

Teach us, O God, to see other people
as created in Your image and entitled
to respect and ultimate value. We see
our family and friends as recipients of
our concern and care and yet Your
Word calls us to an understanding that
reaches every person of every back-
ground and of every place. May Your
good Spirit that opens our eyes to
truth, lead us in the way of truth, so
we respect and honor all Your creation,
now and evermore. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day's pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes
the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr.
MONTGOMERY] to lead us in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. MONTGOMERY led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

NO WONDER AMERICA IS LOSING
JOBS

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, no
wonder America is losing jobs.

A Kansas City Federal courthouse is
being built with granite mined in
China. That is right, Chinese granite,
even though there is an American
quarry that produces granite within a
stone's throw of this new courthouse.

A spokesman for our Government
said that China got the contract be-
cause they are much cheaper. No kid-
ding, Sherlock: Slave labor, child
labor, no workers' rights, a dictator-
ship, and the average wage, America, is
$9 a month, not an hour, $9 a month,
and to kick it off, we give this dicta-
torship most-favored-nation trade sta-
tus and the right to take our Govern-
ment contracts.

We then wonder why we are broke
and losing our keisters. Beam me up. It

is time to deal with China and every-
body else, put them on a level playing
field so we develop some jobs in Amer-
ica before we do not even have ham-
burger flipper jobs available.

TAX INCREASE WILL PRODUCE
MORE SPENDING

(Mr. GILLMOR. asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, today I
would like to talk about two myths
that continue to pop up in the current
tax debate.

Myth No. 1: Deficits were caused by
the Reagan tax cuts. That is simply
false, and the Government tax collec-
tions since that time prove it to be a
myth. Figures from the Congressional
Budget Office show Federal revenues,
that is, tax collections, from 1980 to
1992 increased 122 percent.

The deficits were caused because
Federal spending went up even faster,
234 percent, more than triple.

Myth No. 2: The tax increase is need-
ed now to reduce the deficit. Tax in-
creases under a Democratic Congress
do not reduce deficits. There have been
three major tax increases since the
Reagan tax cut. People were told they
were going to reduce the deficit, but
the deficits were not.

The last tax increase passed by a
Democrat Congress to reduce the defi-
cit was in 1990. Since that time, the
deficit has doubled, and spending has
gone up.

Now, we have more of the same
hokum from President Clinton. He has
proposed the biggest tax increase in
history on the average American fam-
ily and it is not a tax increase to re-
duce the deficit. It is a tax increase for
more spending, and it ought to be de-
feated.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like
to welcome all of our guests, but would
like also to admonish them that House
rules prohibit the expression of ap-
proval or disapproval of any state-
ments made by Members on the floor of
the House, and your cooperation will
be greatly appreciated.

INVITATION TO THE DRIVE
AMERICAN QUALITY EVENT

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, as cochair
of the congressional automotive cau-
cus, I would like to invite my col-
leagues to participate in the drive
American quality event taking place
on The Mall this week.

The event is sponsored by Chrysler,
Ford, General Motors, and the United
Auto Workers.

Starting tomorrow, Members will
have the opportunity to test drive the
latest American-made automobiles
from the big-three automakers. As you
may know, the American auto industry
is making a comeback, recapturing a
bigger share of the American market,
and aggressively exporting American-
made autos to other countries.

Auto industry analysts agree that a
major reason for the big three’'s success
has been the introduction of high qual-
ity, stylish new models. The drive
American quality event gives Members
of Congress the opportunity to experi-
ence the new models firsthand.

I hope you and your families can join
us for this exciting event on The Mall.

APPOINTMENT AS A MEMBER OF
COMMISSION ON THE BICENTEN-
NIAL OF THE U.S. CAPITOL

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the pro-
visions of section 324(b)(6) of Public
Law 102-392, the Chair appoints to the
Commission on the Bicentennial of the
U.S. Capitol the following Member of
the House:

Mr. FAzio of California.

e ——

PRESIDENT CLINTON'S NEW TAX
STRATEGY

(Mr. LINDER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, the Presi-
dent has tried everything to hide the
fact that he is just another tax-and-
spend, spend-and-tax Democrat.

Strategy No. 1 was to say he would
only tax the rich. When he proposed a
Social Security tax on those making as
little as $25,000, and an energy tax on
everyone, he had to come up with an-
other strategy. Strategy No. 2 was to
not use the word ‘‘taxes,” instead call-
ing taxes contributions, patriotism,
and responsibilities and even called So-
cial Security taxes spending cuts.

Since America saw through both
strategies, President Clinton fell back
to old faithful—strategy No. 3: The
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never-ending campaign. The only prob-
lem with strategy No. 3 was that he
took it to Hollywood, the only place in
the country that can either afford his
taxes or agree with them.

So after three failures, President
Clinton has evidently come up with a
fourth strategy: Controversial White
House firings and $200 haircuts in hopes
of getting America's mind off his taxes.
It is a unique idea, but it will not work
either. Instead, President Clinton
should fire the administration’s tax ad-
vocates and get his $200 barber,
Cristophe, into the White House for
some spending cuts.

THE RECONCILIATION BILI: TAX
FAIRNESS AND REAL DEFICIT
REDUCTION

(Mr. RICHARDSON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, this
week we cast a vote on whether we
allow the President to govern as the
American people elected him to do.

His economic plan is the only game
in town. The so-called bipartisan alter-
native coming out of the other body is
not realistic. It protects the energy in-
dustry. It hurts the middle class, and it
slams the elderly.

It may have the attention of the
press and the drama of a challenge, but
realistically it does not have the votes,
so far only five in the other body.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot allow this
President's plan to go down.

We are once again showing how
gridlock governs Washington. There
are some in my own party who do not
realize that we have a Democrat in the
White House. The other side is united
against the President no matter what.

Let us put politics aside and pass the
President’s plan and unite behind the
President,

Mr. Speaker, If you have watched TV lately,
you have heard an awful lot about the rec-
onciliation bill. Unfortunately, most of what |
am hearing is not true. What is true is that this
is one of the fairest, most honest pieces of
legislation we have seen around here in a
long time.

After 12 years of smoke and mirrors, Presi-
dent Clinton has proposed a reconciliation bill
that will cut the deficit by $500 billion over 5
years. The plan calls for real reduction—over
200 specific and concrete cuts. At the same
time, it funds some very important and positive
programs.

It includes a $75 billion tax incentive for in-
vestment and jobs. It includes an increase in
the eamed income tax credit, a program that
encourages the poor to work.

The bill does raise taxes but the burden falls
on those who can afford to pay—about 75
percent of the net tax increase will be on
upper-income Americans—about 5 percent of
the population.

Mr. Speaker, President Clinton is doing
what he was elected to do. Now we must do
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our job and vote for the President's package.
It restores fairness to the tax code, cuts the
deficit and moves the economy in a positive
direction.

CLINTON'S BTU TAX: BLEED THE
UNDERCLASS

(Mr. HUTCHINSON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. Speaker, this
week the House is supposed to take up
the largest tax increase in American
history. This- $327 billion more-of-the-
same monstrosity from the administra-
tion is another backward step on the
road to prosperity.

The most onerous of the new taxes is
the tax on energy, or Btu tax, which
should stand for bleed the underclass.
It will hit every American directly or
indirectly, and it will hit the poorest
the hardest. It could cost up to 600,000
jobs and $475 per family by 1998 accord-
ing to the National Association of
Manufacturers. These 600,000 jobs lost
will be the poor’s jobs and the $475 will
be dollars the poor can least afford.

Last year when Mr. Clinton sought
the Presidency, he spoke of fairness in
tax policy. Now in full control of the
political apparatus, we find out what
the administration really wants from
tax policy is more money to pay for
more spending. This administration is
not about fairness, it is about bigger
Government, more spending, and more
taxes.

0O 1510

DRIVE AMERICAN QUALITY

(Mr. DINGELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, the U.S.
automobile industry has had a great
impact on our lives and the American
economy by supporting 1.4 million U.S.
jobs and over 350 billion in wages. This
vital industry creates 15,000 jobs for
every 100,000 vehicles produced. It also
performs over 12 percent of all cor-
porate research and development, is
the biggest U.S. customer of small
business and has a supplier, manufac-
turing, and assembly network involv-
ing 4,400 facilities in 48 States.

With all of this, the quality of Amer-
ican automobiles continues to improve,
more people are buying and driving
American vehicles, and American
workers are responsible for and proud
of these accomplishments.

To demonstrate this quality, from 11
a.m. to 7 p.m. tomorrow, and from 11
a.m. until 7 p.m. on Wednesday, the big
three American companies and the
United Auto Workers are hosting a
very special event on Maryland Avenue
directly in front of the U.S. Capitol.
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This “Drive American Quality’ event
will feature an opportunity to test
drive one of the quality 120 American
cars and trucks, a luncheon on both
days and a buffet dinner on Wednesday
evening from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues and their families to attend
these important events and to drive
American quality.

DEEP IN THE HEART OF TAXES

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
think I have found the reason why
President Clinton is so proud of his
plan to pass the largest tax increase in
history.
Apparently, he overheard Lloyd
Bentsen singing a song that described
an idyllic paradise.
What President Clinton heard was:
The stars at night are big and bright deep in
the heart of taxes.

The time is right to make things right deep
in the heart of taxes.

The time has come to spend a large sum deep
in the heart of taxes.

But, Mr. Speaker, Secretary Bentsen
was not humming about tax policy. He
was thinking of his home State of
Texas.

And given the latest polls in the
Texas special election, the people of
Texas are none too happy with Presi-
dent Clinton’s tax plans. The stars may
be bright, but the people of Texas are
afright when it comes to the heart of
President Clinton’s taxes.

CUTS VERSUS TAXES

(Mr. GOSS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, this week we
have a simple choice: Are we going to
burden the American people with the
single largest tax hike in our history?
Or are we going to cut wasteful Federal
spending? Despite the technical and in-
tentionally confusing mumbo-jumbo
swirling around the Halls—despite the
admonishment of the well-known big-
spenders in this town, despite risk of
being labeled ‘‘obstructionist by the
media—we can cut unnecessary spend-
ing and we can cut it enough to wipe
out the need for the proposed energy
tax and social security tax hikes. To-
gether those new taxes would produce
$104 billion. Well, I have a list of cuts
that could save $104 billion so we do
not need these new taxes. I and others
will make this case on Wednesday in
the Rules Committee, and if you do not
like our cuts, pick some of your own.
There is plenty of pork out there to
chase down. It can be done—and it is
something the American people de-
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mand that we do. The energy tax will
hit families, workers, seniors—just
about everybody will pay more. The
Social Security tax hike will hit sen-
iors who are just trying to make ends
meet.

Why do something so stupid to the
economy as energy and our Social Se-
curity tax hikes when cuts of wasteful
spending are such a smart choice?

CLINTON AND THE GOLDEN STATE

(Mr. BAKER of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BAKER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, President Clinton just got back
from California. He told the people of
San Diego that with his programs, and
I gquote: ‘I think you're going to see an
enormous amount of new jobs in this
State in the next 4 to 5 years.”

But it turns out, Mr. Speaker, that
they do not call it the Golden State for
nothing. Because California is where
Bill Clinton is getting the gold for his
program of tax and spend. According to
the California State Department of Fi-
nance, Californians will pay over $11.6
billion more in taxes than they will re-
ceive from the Federal Government
over the next five years. That is right,
California will be a donor State, send-
ing more to Washington than the State
receives from the Government.

The President says he will create
jobs in California. But with the mas-
sive Clinton defense cuts and now the
tailspin in the aerospace industry, and
the Clinton taxes on Social Security
and energy President Bill Clinton con-
verts the Golden State into a bankrupt
State.

MAMMOGRAPHY BILL

(Miss COLLINS of Michigan asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Miss COLLINS of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, breast cancer is the second
leading cause of cancer death among
women, affecting one in every eight.

Ironically, this deadly disease is
treatable. Studies show that early de-
tection through mammography screen-
ing offers a reasonable chance for
treatment and recovery.

Through mammograms, it is esti-
mated that death rates could be re-
duced by nearly 30 percent. Yet trag-
ically, few utilize this procedure be-
cause they simply cannot afford it.

Thursday, May 20, I introduced legis-
lation that will amend the 1986 Inter-
nal Revenue Code to provide an em-
ployer a tax credit for the cost of pro-
viding mammography screening for
employees.

This incentive will encourage more
employers to promote quality health
care for their female employees.
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I urge my colleagues to cosponsor
this legislation which better arms the
working women of America in their
fight against breast cancer.

FOOD STAMP PROGRAM: ANOTHER
CASE OF PUTTING SPENDING
FIRST

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, the
budget reconciliation we will be voting
on this week includes a proposal for $7
billion of additional spending on the
Food Stamp Program over the next 5
years.

We have all heard reports over the
years of the many ways the Food
Stamp Program is abused. The wide
majority of Americans support provid-
ing nutritional assistance to needy
Americans, but are also wary of the
readily apparent problems in this pro-
gram.

During the Presidential campaign,
President Clinton promised the Amer-
ican people to reform the welfare sys-
tem as we know it, and this should
have included food stamps.

Before requesting additional funds
for food stamps, the administration
should initiate a study of waste, fraud,
and abuse of this program. This would
ensure Americans who are paying high-
er taxes to increase spending on this
program that their money is going to
aid deserving recipients.

To many Americans, reports of abuse
of the Food Stamp Program are the
clearest example of a welfare system
that needs to be reformed. Let us take
a closer look about how this money is
being spent before taxing and borrow-
ing more from our children.

BALANCE BUDGET BY CUTTING
FIRST

(Mr. HOEKSTRA asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, for the
last 4 weeks, I have been spending my
time wondering how the President and
the Democrats in this House can go to
the American people and say that rais-
ing taxes $250 billion is not really that
much money. I have also watched and
listened to the President saying that
an $80 billion Btu tax, directly affect-
ing the middle class, is not that much
money, which $450 per year in the Btu
tax to the average American family is
not that big of a deal. Well, last week
I found out: $450 is only the price of
two haircuts.

The fact is that the President has
misunderstood the American people.
He has misunderstood where the Amer-
ican middle class is today.

The American people want Govern-
ment to spend less. The American peo-
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ple want smaller Government. We can
and should start this process of bal-
ancing the budget by cutting first.

NORTH AMERICAN FREE-TRADE
AGREEMENT

(Mr. MAZZOLI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MAZZOLI. Mr. Speaker, there
are many good reasons to support the
North American Free-Trade Agreement
[NAFTA]. It is something which could
open vast markets in North America
for goods made by U.S. men and
women. It could solve a lot of foreign
policy problems that we might have
among the three nations on North
America.

But there are three elements, Mr.
Speaker, that must be taken into care-
ful consideration. One is to be sure
that the ancillary agreements to the
trade agreement which are being ham-
mered out, dealing with worker rights
and with safety in the plant and with
environmental considerations, are
tight and enforceable.

0 1520

The second thing is a field in which I
have studied some, on immigration, to
be sure that the more open borders and
the more free passage under NAFTA
does not lead to wholesale entry of peo-
ple into this country without legal pa-
pers.

And the third element is, today’s
New York Times carries a front page
story about reports from United States
intelligence people who say that open
borders could very well lead to more
drug trafficking of Colombian cocaine
through Mexico into the United States.

Certainly, Mr. Speaker, the North
American Free-Trade Agreement
should not unwittingly lead to any ele-
ments of harm to the United States,
and we must, therefore, look very care-
fully at that agreement and all of the
ancillary agreements to it.

THIS ADMINISTRATION DOES NOT
NEED HELP BEING EMBARRASSED

(Mr. WALKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, there are
some Democrats who are saying that
there is a partisan conspiracy, trying
to embarrass the President on his eco-
nomic plan.

Let me explain a fact to everyone
that is painfully evident to the rest of
America: This administration does not
need any help in embarrassing itself.

The Clinton administration has be-
come known for high-priced haircuts
and no spending cuts. It breaks a prom-
ise a day. When, on April 15, the White
House celebrated tax day by going back
on its word yet, again, and cozying up
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to the idea of a VAT tax on top of the
biggest tax increase in American his-
tory, how did they explain it? Well, the
President's press spokesman came out
and said, *“The President has a right to
change his mind.”

He does have a right to change his
mind. This administration changes its
mind like the rest of Americans
changes socks.

In fact, it seems that the only thing
one can count on from this administra-
tion is that it will not do what it says,
and that it will do whatever taxes more
Americans’ income and spending, more
of the American people’s money seems
to be the only thing that this adminis-
tration is good at.

Do not blame partisan conspiracies
for opposing taxes and opposing the
spending increases on the American
people. Please do not try to accuse any
of us trying to embarrass the adminis-
tration. They are proving they can do
that very well on their own.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Edwin
Thomas, one of his secretaries.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. KIL-
DEE). Pursuant to the provisions of
clause 5 of rule I, the chair announces
that he will postpone further proceed-
ings today on each motion to suspend
the rules on which a recorded vote or
the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 4 of rule XV,

Such rollcall votes, if postponed, will
be taken after consideration of House
Resolution 172.

VETERANS EDUCATION OUTREACH
PROGRAM

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 996) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to establish a veterans
education certification and outreach
program, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 996

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. VETERANS EDUCATION OUTREACH
PROGRAM

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Chapter 36 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end of subchapter II the following new
section:

“§3697B. Veterans education outreach pro-
gram

“(a) The Secretary shall provide funding
for offices of veterans affairs at institutions
of higher learning, as defined in section
3452(f), in accordance with this section.
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“(bXM1MA) The Secretary shall, subject to
the availability of appropriations, make pay-
ments to any institution of higher learning,
under and in accordance with this section,
during any fiscal year if the number of per-
sons eligible for services from offices as-
sisted under this section at the institution is
at least 50, determined in the same manner
as the number of eligible veterans or eligible
persons is determined under section 3684(c).

“{B) The persons who are eligible for serv-
ices from the offices assisted under this sec-
tion are persons receiving educational assist-
ance administered by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, including assistance provided
under chapter 106 of title 10.

‘(2) To be eligible for a payment under this
section, an institution of higher learning or
a consortium of institutions of higher learn-
ing, as described in paragraph (3), shall make
an application to the Secretary. The applica-
tion shall—

‘(A) set forth such policies, assurances,
and procedures that will ensure that—

‘(1) the funds received by the institution,
or each Institution in a consortium of insti-
tutions described In paragraph (3), under this
section will be used solely to carry out this
section;

“{ii) for enhancing the functions of its vet-
erans education outreach program, the appli-
cant will expand, during the academic year
for which a payment is sought, an amount
equal to at least the amount of the award
under this section from sources other than
this or any other Federal program; and

(iii) the applicant will submit to the Sec-
retary such reports as the Secretary may re-
quire or as are required by this section;

“(B) contain such other statement of poli-
cies, assurances, and procedures as the Sec-
retary may require in order to protect the fi-
nancial interests of the United States;

“(C) set forth such plans, policies, assur-
ances, and procedures as will ensure that the
applicant will maintain an office of veterans’
affairs which has responsibility for—

“(i) veterans' certification, outreach, re-
cruitment, and special education programs,
including the provision of or referral to edu-
cational, vocational, and personal counseling
for veterans; and

“(i1) providing Information regarding other
services provided veterans by the Depart-
ment, including the readjustment counseling
program authorized under section 17124, the
programs of veterans employment and train-
ing authorized under the Job Training Part-
nership Act and the Service Members Occu-
pational Conversion and Training Act of
1992, and the programs carried out under
chapters 41 and 42; and

“(D) be submitted at such time or times, in
such manner, in such form, and contain such
information as the Secretary determines
necessary to carry out the functions of the
Secretary under this section.

“(3) An institution of higher learning
which is eligible for funding under this sec-
tion and which the Secretary determines
cannot feasibly carry out, by itself, any or
all of the activities set forth in paragraph
(2)€), may carry out such program or pro-
grams through a consortium agreement with
one or more other institutions of higher
learning in the same community.

‘*(4) The Secretary shall not approve an ap-
plication under this subsection unless the
Secretary determines that the applicant will
implement. the requirements of paragraph
(2)(C) within the first academic year during
which it receives a payment under this sec-

tion.
“(b) Any institution which received fund-
ing under section 420A of the Higher Edu-
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cation Act of 1965 during fiscal year 1993
shall be eligible under this section for fiscal

ear 1994,

“{e)1)A) Subject to subparagraph (B), the
amount of the payment which any institu-
tion shall receive under this section for any
fiscal year shall be $100 for each person who
is described in subsection (b)(1)(B).

“(B) The maximum amount of payments to
any institution of higher learning, or any
branch thereof which is located in a commu-
nity which is different from that in which
the parent institution thereof is located, in
any fiscal year is $75,000.

“(2)(A) The Secretary shall pay to each in-
stitution of higher learning which has had an
application approved under subsection (b)
the amount which it is to receive under this
section. If the amount appropriated for any
fiscal year is not sufficient to pay the
amounts which all such institutions are to
receive, the Secretary shall ratably reduce
such payments. If any amount becomes
available to carry out this section for a fis-
cal year after such reductions have been im-
posed, such reduced payments shall be in-
creased on the same basis as they were re-
duced.

‘“{B) In making payments under this sec-
tion for any fiscal year, the Secretary shall
apportion the appropriation for making such
payments, from funds which become avail-
able as a result of the limitation on pay-
ments set forth in paragraph (1)(B), in an eq-
uitable manner.

‘{d) The Secretary, in carrying out the
provisions of this section, shall seek to as-
sure the coordination of programs assisted
under this section with other programs car-
ried out by the Department pursuant to this
title, and the Secretary shall provide all as-
sistance, technical consultation, and infor-
mation otherwise authorized by law as nec-
essary to promote the maximum effective-
ness of the activities and programs assisted
under this section.

“{e)(1) From the amounts made available
for any fiscal year under subsection (f), the
Secretary shall retain one percent or $10,000,
whichever is less, for the purpose of collect-
ing information about exemplary veterans
educational outreach programs and dissemi-
nating that information to other institu-
tions of higher learning having such pro-
grams on their campuses. Such collection
and dissemination shall be done on an an-
nual basis,

‘(2) From the amounts made available
under subsection (f), the Secretary may re-
tain not more than two percent for the pur-
pose of administering this section.

“(f) There is authorized to be appropriated
83,000,000 for each fiscal year to carry out this
section.”".

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 36 of
title 38, United States Code, is amended by
inserting after the item relating to section
3697A the following new item:

"3697B. Veterans education outreach pro-

gram. .

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Mississippi [Mr. MONTGOMERY] will be
recognized for 20 minutes, and the gen-
tleman from Arizona [Mr. STUMP] will
be recognized for 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Mississippi [Mr. MONTGOMERY].

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
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bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks, and to
include therein extraneous matter, on
the bill now being considered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Mississippi?

There was no objection.

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker, I
yvield myself such time as I may
consume,

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 996, as amended.

This bill would transfer the Veterans
Education Certification and Outreach
Program from the Department of Edu-
cation, and continue it in the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

H.R. 996 would authorize the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to provide
seed money to help counselors assist
veterans at colleges;

It would require that veterans' af-
fairs offices at participating schools
provide services in veterans' certifi-
cation, outreach, counseling, and spe-
cial education programs to eligible vet-
erans.

To qualify, Mr. Speaker, for this as-
sistance, a participating school must
have at least 50 veterans receiving VA
education assistance and the school
must match the VEOP funds, which
means Veterans Education Outreach
Program. Of the 500 colleges receiving
VEOP grants last year, most were
small schools and community colleges,
2-year colleges.

This program has provided valuable
assistance to veteran students. Coun-
selors conduct outreach activities to
maximize usage of GI bill benefits;
they counsel veterans regarding voca-
tional choices; they assure prompt cer-
tification for VA education benefits;
and they assist veterans in interpret-
ing VA education-related regulations.

As the downsizing of the military
continues, Mr. Speaker, there will be a
significant increase in the number of
veteran students on college campuses.
As a result, there will be an increasing
need for the services provided under
this program.

The bill, as amended, is authorized so
it would have no ‘‘pay go" effect.

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend the
gentleman from Arizona [Mr. STUMF],
who is the ranking member of the com-
mittee, for his support and help and
also commend the ranking minority
member of the subcommittee, the gen-
tleman from Arkansas [Mr. HUTCHIN-
SON].

This is a very important piece of leg-
islation to help veterans pursue their
education.

I urge the adoption of H.R. 996.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
996, which would transfer the Veterans
Education Outreach Program from the
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Department of Education to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

Having this program at the VA
makes sense, because the counseling
and outreach for veterans education
programs, such as the Montgomery GI
bill, can be done better by the Depart-
ment which runs them.

What I do not want to see is higher
priority VA programs losing funding to
support a new program. The bill ad-
dresses this concern by making the
funding authorization subject to appro-
priations. As our active duty military
forces are reduced, the Veterans Edu-
cation Outreach Program would be a
good adjunct to the Transition Assist-
ance Program for the increasing num-
bers of separating service members, if
new funding can be found.

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues
will give H.R. 996 their favorable con-
sideration.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Arkansas [Mr. HUTCHINSON].

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. Speaker, I
also rise in support of H.R. 996. Edu-
cational assistance today is one of the
most important benefits for those who
choose to serve their country in the
Armed Forces. It is unfortunate that
some recent veterans are not taking
advantage of programs such as the
Montgomery GI bill. They have earned
this benefit, they deserve this benefit,
and it is an extremely valuable one.
This is particularly frustrating in cases
where nonuse is due to lack of assist-
ance regarding a veteran’s rights and
benefits. H.R. 996 would address this
with the VEOP program of counseling
assistance and outreach which has
helped so many veterans in the past.

In light of the constrained VA budg-
et, it is important that we move cau-
tiously in enacting any program which
could spread the limited resources of
the VA even further. By making the
VEOP funding subject to appropria-
tions, I am assured that its cost will
not adversely affect more vital respon-
sibilities.

As our active duty military forces
are downsized, VEOP will provide im-
portant assistance for the increasing
numbers of separating service men and
women. I thank Chairman MONTGOM-
ERY and ranking member STUMP for
their efforts to bring this legislation
before us. I recommend that my col-
leagues support H.R. 996.

0 1530

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from New
York [Mr. GILMAN].

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to rise in support of H.R. 996, the
Veterans Education Outreach Program.
I commend the distinguished chairman
of the Veterans' Affairs Committee,
the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr.
MONTGOMERY], and the distinguished
ranking minority member, the gen-
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tleman from Arizona [Mr. STuMP] for
introducing this beneficial veterans
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 996 is legislation
that will assist in providing education
for our Nation's veterans. By amending
title 38 of the United States Code, this
measure will reestablish the Veterans
Education Outreach Program [VEOP]
as part of the Department of Veterans
Affairs. Currently, the Veterans Edu-
cation Outreach Program is managed
by the Department of Education. How-
ever, the VEOP program was repealed
by Public Law 102-35, and, accordingly,
the appropriations are scheduled to ex-
pire on June 30, 1993. As amended by
the Committee on Veterans' Affairs,
H.R. 996 will reestablish this beneficial
program, and will provide an indefinite
authorization of $3 million. This meas-
ure would be effective upon the date of
enactment.

In previous years, the Veterans Edu-
cation Outreach Program has provided
assistance to many eligible honorably
discharged veterans. By staffing col-
lege campuses with VEOP coordina-
tors, eligible veterans are provided
with wvaluable information regarding
the various educational programs