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e Mr. MATHIAS. Mr. President, there
has been a great deal of activity
throughout our country focusing on
the improvement of education. This is
a healthy sign for our Nation as we
identify and recognize outstanding
educational programs.

I am particularly pleased that the
University of Maryland played host to
an especially innovative and creative
education program in June—National
History Day.

We are all familiar with the science
fairs held throughout our country but
how many of us are aware of similar
activities for students interested in
history? When National History Day
began 10 years ago, only 100 students
were involved, all from one State. The
project has grown tremendously so
that this year over 150,000 students
from 43 States participated. Fifteen
hundred winners progressed to the
culminating event at the University of
Maryland. Awards were given for his-
torical papers, media presentations,
group performances, and group
projects. It is reassuring that we have
so many students throughout the
country absorbed in the study of histo-
ry and engaging in projects to make
history a living reality for others. The
next generation, if it knows and appre-
ciates the lessons of the past, will be
well girded to confront the difficult
decisions the future poses.

Dr. Lois Scharf, the executive direc-
tor of National History Day and the
moving force for the event, received
outstanding cooperation from numer-
ous Marylanders and from the Univer-
sity of Maryland. Before the awards
ceremony at the University of Mary-
land, almost 4,500 students, parents,
teachers, and observers heard an ad-
dress by the Assistant Secretary of
Education for Educational Research
and Improvement, Donald J. Senese.
Mr. Senese, a doctor of philosophy in
history, addressed the assembly on the
topic “The Importance of the Study of
History for Students.” I commend his
remarks to my colleagues and request
that they be included in the RECORD.

The remarks follow:

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY OF HISTORY
FOR STUDENTS
(By Dr. Donald J. Senese)

I am pleased to be here speaking to all of
you here on the ocecasion of the events for
“National History Day."”

I know all of you are anxiously awaiting
the announcement of winners. Let me say to
all of you—you are all winners because by
your participation in this contest you have
enhanced your knowledge of history, dem-
onstrated your proficiency in a crucial area
of study, and realized the importance of his-
tory to the education of all.

I always loved history. I received my bach-
elors degree, masters degree and doctorate
degree in the field of history. It has been an
exciting adventure and my background in
history has been a tremendous asset in pre-
paring me for a variety of posts I have held
since graduating—a college professor of his-
tory, a legistative aide to a U.S. Representa-
tive and a U.S. Senator, a member of a legis-
lative research committee on Capitol Hill,
and presently an Assistant Secretary for
Educational Research and Improvement,
U.S. Education Department, appointed by
President Reagan.

I will keep you only a short while but I did
want to make some comments on the impor-
tance of history. Some of you may have
become interested in your project because
of encouragement from a parent or parents,
the inspiration of a history teacher, or a
desire to know more about a certain histori-
cal event or personage. I hope whatever
future career any of you may pursue that
you will keep an interest in history.

Let me start with a basic question: Why
does one study or write history? First of all,
the study of history satisfies a quest of
knowledge which is part of our human ex-
istence. The quest for knowledge for its own
sake is one that underlies all branches of
knowldege—science, philosophy and reli-
gion. It is especially an important trait in
our own Western civilization; we are funda-
mentally a historicist civilization.

A second reason relates to the benefit of
history. We have all heard of the saying or
cliche history repeats itself. Well, we know
history never repeats itself exactly. (We also
know that “History never repeats itself but
historians repeat each other").

Although history does not repeat itself or
provide models for future action, history is
still relevant for the future. The fact is his-
tory enables us to understand the present,
thus assisting us to make wise decisions for
the future—wiser decisions than if we were
ignorant of the past. George Santayana,
that wise philosopher, has told us: "Those
who cannot remember the past are con-
demned to repeat it."”

History tells us about our country and
nation; it provides us important information
about the builders of our nation and herit-
age. It tells us about our culture and the
culture of other people. It tells us the im-
portance that politics, economic theories,
and religious beliefs have played in our soci-
ety and the societies of other people. It tells
us about the qualities of great people in his-
tory and the qualities of those who were not
so great. It reveals to us the heroes and vil-

lains, the winners and the losers, the cham-
pions and the charlatans. It can help all of
us get a deeper understanding of our civili-
zation, our country, and even ourselves as
we explore the past.

One of the questions and myths I heard as
a young person may be familiar to all of
you: what can you do with a history major?
Then the standard response: You can teach
and since there are not too many teaching
.;'_?t;i you might as well go into another

ield.

Teaching history is only one possibility.
History is a great training for many profes-
slons—law, journalism, business, public rela-
tions and government work.

Why is history such a great training pro-
gram?

The methods of the historian provides
great training. These methods develop
people with broad general knowledge who
can place problems in a broad historical con-
tent and search for cause and effect among
a great number of variables. The historian
or student of history learns how to: Collect,
analyze, interpret and organize useful data;
write with grammatical accuracy and clar-
ity; prepare well-documented reports;
present an argument and debate it logically
and succinctly; exercise originality and crea-
tivity in using research material; make judg-
ments and deal with complexity; reduce a
large quantity of raw data into manageable
concepts that allow for meaningful thought.

History offers you an opportunity to put
order in your life and to get more meaning
out of life.

Historical events are always upon us and
we who love history can better understand
these events.

‘We celebrated less than two weeks ago the
fortieth anniversary of D-Day—the great in-
vasion of the coast of Normandy by leaders
of the Free World which led to the defeat of
one form of totalitarianism which had
swept Europe. It showed the world a Pree
World standing for a moral idea and that
when challenged, it can produce. For the
historian it was a dramatic picture—free-
dom's mighty armada in a storming sea. D-
Day helped to secure an important princi-
ple—that your parents, and yourselves and
others like yourselves would live under free-
dom for at least another generation.

We are also celebrating this year the
350th anniversary of the creation of the
first counties in the New World in Virginia.
Jamestown was founded in 1607 and in 1634
in order to bring government closer to the
people counties were created. Presently 48
of our 50 states use counties as the major
form of a political subdivision. This was an-
other step for local government and free-
dom in our country.

I recently attended a meeting sponsored
by the National Endowment for the Human-
ities preparing for another great event in
1992—the five hundredth anniversary of
Christopher Columbus discovering America.
We all know what a great change that dis-
covery brought to the history of the world.

We can ponder these great events—the
discovery of America which opened up this
great continent where all of us reside, the
establishment of counties in Virginia which
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helped to provide a system where people
had a meaningful voice in government
policy, and D-Day where the tide of totali-
tarianism was rolled back so that the light
of freedom could continue to burn for all of
us.

Those of you who have an interest and
love for history have a special appreciation
for these events. Keep up your fine work. I
wish all of you the best in your academic
work. All of us are part of a historical proc-
ess and the work all of you have done in
this contest gives you a great role in making
history come alive for yourself and for
others.e
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® Mr. MORRISON of Washington.
Mr. Speaker, the wood products indus-
try in the Pacific Northwest has been
through some harrowing times; 1981
and 1982 were among the grimmest
years since the depression of the
1930’s. Activity picked up in 1983, but
now, again, the industry is suffering
hard times. A combination of factors
are contributing to this severe eco-
nomic problem, which is affecting em-
ployment for tens of thousands of
workers.

The Wall Street Journal, on Septem-
ber 18, carried an article by Patricia A.
Bellew, which explains the various fac-
tors that are contributing to the woes
of the forest products industry in the
Northwest. This region has abundant
timber resources that can serve the
social and economic needs of our coun-
try forever. Mr. Speaker, the workers
and the mills they depend on for jobs
need our help. It's time Congress took
a look at this situation and provided
some measure of help for this dis-
tressed region.

NoRTHWEST Woobp-PropucTs INDUSTRY FACES
RESTRUCTURING DUE TO IMPORT COMPETITION
(By Patricia A. Bellew)

Only 12 months ago, the mill towns of the
Pacific Northwest reverberated with the
shriek of buzz saws as the wood-products in-
dustry emerged from a long and deep reces-
sion.

The recovery, however, was short-lived.

Within months, dozens of lumber and ply-
wood mills again fell silent, idling thousands
of workers. Now, evidence is mounting that
the new slump is permanent. Stiff competi-
tion from Canadian imports and over-opti-
mistic projections of the demand for wood
products are causing a painful and far-
reaching restructuring of the industry.

“This isn't a classic slump,” says Michael
D. Sullivan, spokesman for the Industrial
Forestry Association, which represents 85
forest-products companies in the Northwest.
“The housing market has recovered,
demand for lumber and plywood is quite
healthy, but prices remain very depressed.”

MILL CLOSINGS

Weyerhaeuser Co., the Tacoma, Wash.-

based forest-products giant, has closed two
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of its 40 lumber and plywood mills and cur-
tailed production at one other since April,
San Francisco-based Potlatch Corp. has
closed three of its 17 mills and reduced
output at two others. Meanwhile, many
small, family-held companies are quietly
closing their mills and auctioning off equip-
ment.

“The only thing keeping a lot of compa-
nies in business is the fact that their bank-
ers don't know how to operate sawmills,”
says M.J. Kuehne, executive vice president
of the Northwest Independent Forest Man-
ufacturers Association, which represents
the owners of 40 sawmills. “Everyone is
losing money."

Competition from Canadian wood-product
manufacturers is the Iindustry’s biggest
problem. Because of the availability of
cheaper, government-owned timber, Canadi-
an companies have been able to substantial-
ly undercut the prices of their U.S. competi-
tors. Additionally, the strength of the U.S.
dollar has made Canadian lumber cheaper
for American builders to buy.

As a result, Canadian producers have now
seized about 40% of the U.S. market for
lumber and plywood, and several industry
officials say the figure may climb as high as
50% by year-end.

CANADIAN EXPORTS

In 1975, for example, Canadian producers
exported 5.67 billion board feet of lumber to
the U.S., garnering a 19% share of the do-
mestic market. By last year, their share had
grown to 349%, and their lumber exports to
U.S. markets had doubled to 11.95 billion
board feet.

The plentiful supply of Canadian wood
has put severe pressure on lumber and ply-
wood prices, which have fallen 45% and
309, respectively since 1978. “Builders are
buying two-by-fours for the same price they
paid in 1946," grumbles a lumberman.

In recent months, lumher and plywood
manufacturers have pressed for government
restrictions on imports, without success.
Now, among many companies, there is a
growing sense that “we are just going to
have to learn to deal with a permanently
smaller domestic market,” says John J. Ste-
phens, president and chief executive officer
of Roseburg Lumber Co., a closely held con-
cern in Roseburg, Ore. “We are going to
have to become more competitive by lower-
ing our costs and pushing into offshore mar-
kets.”

But export markets have proven tough to
crack: Foreign countries such as Japan have
enacted measures to protect their wood-
products industries, and most American
mills aren't tooled to eut wood to the metric
standards required by foreign builders.

Although small amd midsized companies
have been hit hardest by the slump, signs of
the downturn are also evident in segments
of the Northwest's biggest forest-products
concerns,

For example, Boise Cascade Corp.’s build-
ing-products business posted a loss of $3 mil-
lion on sales of $679.8 million in the first six
months of 1984. In the year-earlier period,
that segment earned $6.6 million on sales of
$595.6 million. (The company's overall per-
formance for the first half reflected boom-
ing sales in paper and pulp products, Earn-
ings more than doubled to $61.4 million
from $28.1 million a year earlier on a 19%
gain in sales to $1.95 billion from $1.64 bil-
lion.)

Boise Cascade says it has idled 15% of its
lumber-manufacturing capacity and 209 of
its plywood-making capacity since last year.
Even so, the company’s losses in its build-
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ing-products business may deepen, says
John R. Forrest, Boise Cascade’s senior vice
president of timber and wood products.
“The situation may worsen because home
building is already starting to slide.”

Although imports have done the greatest
damage to the industry, inflated expecta-
tions of the demand for wood products have
also contributed to the slump.

Convinced that maturing baby boomers
would make the 1980s the golden age of
single-family homes, lumber and plywood
makers borrowed heavily and expanded rap-
idly to meet the anticipated need for wood
products. But high interest rates have re-
stricted the demand for housing and the in-
dustry remains burdened with excess capac-
ity and heavy debt.

“We have the capacity to produce 40 bil-
lion board feet of lumber, and the current
market demands 37 billion board feet,” says
John Hampton, president of Willamina
Lumber Co. in Willamina, Ore. “There are
going to have to be permanent mill closures
to bring things in line.”

At the same time, the industry is being
squeezed by higher costs for its logs and
labor than those paid by its competitors in
the Southeast.

Unlike the Southeastern producers, who
mostly harvest logs from closely held tree
farms and forests, the Pacific Northwest
relies heavily on federal timeberlands for its
logs. The bright economic outlook in the
1970s prompted companies to bid up the
price of federal timber contracts. Now, the
companies are legally bound to pay premi-
um prices for timber for which the market
value has plummeted.

RETHINKING ROLE

“A lot of companies—big and small—are
seriously rethinking their role in the indus-
try,” says Delos Knight, spokesman for San
Francisco-based Crown Zellerbach Corp.
“The industry that survives this period is
not going to look exactly like the one we see
now."

Adjustment has been painful for the
Northwest. The Industrial Forestry Associa-
tion estimates that 50,000 jobs have been
permanently lost as mills have closed or se-
verely curtailed production. Six years ago,
when the lumberjacks could hardly fell
trees fast enough to satisfy an insatiable
housing market, the industry employed
200,000 in the Pacific Northwest, the asso-
ciation estimates.

Those out of work are often unable to find
new employment in a region so dependent
on the wood-products industry. In Suther-
lin, Ore., the town's biggest employer—
Mount Mazama Plywood Co.—closed its
doors in early August and idled Harold
Wright, who spent 29 of his 62 years making
plywood for the concern.

“This town lives on venison when the mill
shuts down,” says Mr. Wright. “Folks shoot
some does, catch some fish, pick some ber-
ries. But when the unemployment checks
stop and folks get sick of venison, they'll
leave, and this place will be a ghost town.”e














































