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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, M ar(Jh 27, 1918. · 

The House met at 12 o'clock noon. 
The Chaplain. Re>. Henry N. Couden, D. D., offered the fol­

lO\Ying prayer : 
0 Thou wh~ hearest auj answerest prayer, our ·God and our 

Fathel', hear aml answer our prayers, mingled with the prayers 
of om· allies. 

OuL' heroic sacrifices mingled with the heroic sacrifices of our 
allies, our patriotism mingled with the patriotism of our allies 
pours itself out in deeds of heroism and valor, in defense of hu­
man liberty. 

of sailors in different parts of the world, and at no time have I 
failed to receive the information promptly, even though it was 
obtained by cable. I suggest to the gentleman-and I am in 
entire sympathy with the movement which he generously desires 
to make-that if he desires the information for any of his con­
~tituents he will ask the Bureau of Navigation to furnish the 
information, when I am sure it will be supplied cheerfully and 
readily. [Applause.] 

1\fr. JOHNSON of Washington. Will the gentleman permit? 
If the parents of a sick sailor boy are not notified, certainly his 
Member in Congress can not be notified by the parents. 

1\Ir. BUTLER. That may be true, but why does not the parent 
or some one interested in the parent apply to the Bureau of 
Navigation? 

Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. They have had no notification 
of his illness, which is the very point. 

1\Ir. SMITH of Michigan. l\1r. Speaker, I ask unanimous con­
sent for one minute. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan asks unani­
mous consent for one minute. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 
l\Ir. SMITH of Michigan. I wish to state that my experience 

in getting information in relation to sick and deceased soldiers 
is the same as that of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [1\fr. 
B'L"TLER]. A short time ago a young man of my district who 
had enlisted in the marines lost his life on one of our battle­
ships at sea. I went to headquarters, and they did everything 
that could be done, not only the chief clerk but the officer i.n 
charge. At the Navy Department they took pains to send a 
wireless message, and furnished me with immediate information. 
I was not denied information in any way. And not only ·the 
officers themselves but also their secretaries took a personal ih-
terest in furnishing all possible information. · 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired. Our tears and sobs mingle with the tears and sobs of our 
allies; for the ::::>recious dead and dying, the wounded and 
mangled on the field of carnage. ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED TO THE PRESIDENT FOR HIS APPROVAL. 

These are our prayers which· spring spontaneously and fer- Mr. LAZARO, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
vently from the heart in behalf of human rights. ' that this day they had presented to the President of the United 

Thou art the God of justice, mercy, and love; all our faith States, for his approval, the following bill: · 
and confidence are centered in Thee. In this hour of supreme H. R. 9867. An act making appropriations to supply urgent de­
trial, forsake us not, we beseech Thee, in the nan::.e of the ficiencies in appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
world's great Redeemer. Ame::1. 1918, and prior fiscal years, on account of w~ expenses, and for 

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and other purposes. 
approved. 

REPORTING OF ILLNESS OF SOLDIERS AND SAILORS. 

:Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask 
unanimous consent for three minutes in which to make a state­
ment . 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Washington [Mr. 
JoHNsoN] asks unanimous consent for three minutes in which 
to make a statement. Is there ·objection? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. I have asked for this time 

in order to have read at the desk a letter in regard to the ill­
ness and death of a sailor, statements having already been made 
by the gentleman from Nebraska [Mr. REAVIS] in regard to the 
illness of soldiers and the reporting of such illness. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the letter. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Ron. ALBERT JoHNSON, 
Washington, D. 0. 

TACOMA, WASH., March !0, 1918. 

DEAR SIR : .A friend of mine named .Anderson Knowles enlisted in the 
Navy at Bremerton about eight months ago. He bought a $50 liberty 
bond, took out $5,000 worth of insu~ance, and sent all his spare money 
to his mother as long as be was stationed at Bremerton. 

Quite a while ago be was sent East, and his mother heard nothlng 
from him for many weeks. Finally she received a telegraphic notice of 
his death somewhere in Massachusetts from pneumonia, and word that 
his body would be sent to her. She does not know whetlier he was sick 
for a long or short time, and is in much distress. 

I do not wish to publish any complaint, or, in fact, to make any com­
. plaint, but I have a boy at Bremerton likely to be sent away any day, 

and I should like to feel that should he be taken down by sickness I 
would be notified c,f his condition. 

Yours, truly, ------. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say 

to the Members that I understand that the Army is undertaking 
to send notice to parents of the serious illness of their sons. This 
is in line with what the Reavis resolution sought to accomplish. 
It is right and proper. I sincerely hope that a similar policy may 
prevail in the Navy. · . 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask for one miilute. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania asks for 

one minute. Is there objection? 
There was no objection. 
Mr. BUTLER. I have made several applications to the Bureau 

of Navigation in the Navy Department to learn of the condition 

CORRECTION il! ENGROSSMENT OF BILL (H. B. 9414). 

1\Ir. MOON. Mr. Speaker, on page 4104, where the section 
making appropriation for the bill that passed yesterday occurs, 
the motion was made--

That additional compensation granted by the provisions of this bill 
shall be paid out of the revenues of the Post Office Department. 

I want to ask unanimous consent, before the bill is printed, 
to strike out the word "bill " and insert the word " act." That 
is the usual provision. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee asks unani­
mous consent that in the engrossment of the bill that was passed 
yesterday that the word "bill" be changed to the wo"rd "act .. 
in the connection stated by him. Without objection, the cqrrec­
tion will be made, and the enrolling clerk will take notice. 

There was no objection. 
THE BUDGET SYSTEM (H. DO_C. NO. 1006). 

1\fr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent .to 
address the House for 10 minutes. , 

Mr. BARNHART. Reserving the right to object, will the gen­
tleman from Colorado yield to me in order to place a small privi­
leged resolution before the House? 

l\Ir. KEATING. Certainly. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentlem.an 

from Colorado in a minute. 
Mr. BARNHART. Mr. Speaker, -I submit a privileged resolu­

tion and ask for its present consideration . 
The Clerk read as follows : 

House resolution 289 (H. Rept. No.' 416). 
Resolved, That there shall be printed 1.000 additional copies of. A 

Brief on the .Adoption of a National Budget System for use in the 
House document ·room. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the resolu-
tion. 

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, has consent been procured1 
The SPEAKER. It does not take consent. 
?!Ir. WALSH. Will the gentleman yteld? 
Mr. BARNHART. I do. . 1 
Mr. WALSH. I desire to ask the gentleman if this resolu.tion 

that is being presented is predicated upon any reasonable ex­
pectation that some action is to be h~d dm;_ing the present session 
looking to the adoption of a budget system? · · · · · · ~ 
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Mr. BAil.l\TJIART. I am not authorized to speak a tO' tlwt. , not having the papers. It can not dispose of a conference simply 
It is· a very feasible propo ition.. I can say, so fru.· as I am con- on its own accord. 
cerne<l p~rsonally, that I would be in favor of taking up su.ch a Mr. FOS'l"'EH. I think the Senate bas such rules that tlley 
proposition. j can move to reconsidf'r the matter. 

)\lr. GARRETT of Tennes ee. Mr. Speaker, I do not know 'l'hf' SPEAKER. The Chait· sugge ts that t11e matter be 
that I have any objection to tbe resolution, but I call attention , allowed to go over until to-morrow. 
to the fact that thi. is Calen<lar Wetl:"Je. day, and no btu"ine. ~ FUEr, AUM.lNISTRATION. 

Is in order except Calendar Wednesday business,. unless that is :Ur. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
dispt>nserl with. ad1lress the Ron e for seYen minutes. 

The SPEAKER. That is correct. The SPEAKER The gentleumu from Colora1lo asks unani-
Mr. GARRETT of Tenn~ ee. I will not insist on it if tt mou corisent to address the House for seveu minutes. Is there 

takPS only a short time, but-- objection? 
l\1r. 1\lcCOH.!\JICK. I hope the gt>ntleman· wm not object. l\Ir. LEVER. Reserving- the ri~ht to ohje<·t, :ur. Rpenke.r. I 

This matter interests all the Members of the House. wish to say that I hall object to furthet• spef'ches tti~ morning. 
The SPEAKE H. If the gentleman is going to. make a speech M1·. WALSH. Reserving the right to object, l\1r. Speuker, may 

the Chair will rule this out of order~ we know on what topic'l 
l\1r. WALSH. If yon have I!Ot to a·ct upon resolutions with- Mr. KEATThG. It is on tile order o"fthe Fuel' AUmfnish:ation. 

out information, I suppose a request for information is- out of Mr. l\1cCORl\IICK. As ir affects- Coloraclo? 
order. l\Ir. KEATING. Yes. 

The SPEA.KER. Well. the rule Ls--· The SPKU~ER. Is there objection? 
Mr. WALSH. The gentlemnn was nttemptin;; to answer a There was no objection. 

question thut- I propounded when thi.s- interruption came. 1\lr. KEATI:KG. l\11·. Speaker, I)D .!\fnrrh 11 the Nntionnl Fuel 
The SPEAKER. Tlre gentleman can an wer the question-. Administration re(luced the- price of hituminom~ lnmp coni at the 
Mr. BARNHART. He hatl answered. It before tllis. inter- mine' in Colorarlo 50 cents 9 tun. nnd announced that on, April 1 

ruption took place. there would he a further recluetion of 70 cent~ n ton. < )tht>r vn-
The SPEAKER. The- question is on agreeing to: the resoln- rieties of coni were r 'm·e<l in p1:oportinn. 1 was notlfie11 of the 

Uon. action of the- Fuef Admint tr~1tion tlu·ou~b . the f?'llowing. letter 
The resolution was agreed to·. from 1\lr. Harry D. Nlms, a sistant to Dr. Garfief1l: 

LEAVE OY ABSENCE; U:-i1TEb S~'ATI:S FUEL .A.DJUlBISTil~TtO~, 

The SPEAKER. The Chnir lnys before- tl1e- H<mse: the- for­
lowing pe~ onat t·equest. which the: Clerk_ will read. 

The Clerk read as. follows; 
IDn.CK. zs-~ 191& 

Hon. CHAMP CLARK. 
Speaker B()"fh<;e of Representatives, Washington, D : e: 

Drun Hm·: I ask a couple of weekK leave of absence- from th.e H.ouse, 
OJl. account of tb lllDP!'S of myself. 

I am; a·espec-tfully, CALEB PoWllns: 
The SPEAKER.. Without objection, the refluest will be 

granted. 
Thel:e w.as no objectton." 

AMENDlrENT OF THE WAB-RISK INSURANCE BILL. 

Iron. EDWARD Jr'F:ATI~G. 
March 8~ 1918: 

HotUe of Representath·e-s,. 
Tl .aRhington, D. 0. 

Mr DEAR- Ma KEATI:-<G: We have tell'graphPd to Colorado a new 
schedule of p.rices elrective 1 a. m., March 11. 1018~ as. f.oJiows-: 
Bituminous domestic coal : 

Run of mine-------------------------------- $Z. 2:) Preparet.l sizea ________ :._________________________ :l. GO 

Slack of screenings--------------------·---- 1.. 25 
Bituminous steam coal. Trinidad district: · 

Run: or mine ______________ -------------------- 2'. 35 
Prepared sizes------------------------~-- 3. :!!i 
Slack of screenings-------------------- 1. 6a 

Lignite coal : 
Run of mine----------------------------- 2. Z!'i 
PrPpared size&----------------------------- 3. 2;; 
Slack of scrPenings_________________________________ 1. 00 

~fr. RArBUR. ro~e. • The above prices art> subject to the following summer reductions: 
The RPEAKElt. For-what purpose does the gentleman_ from Bitumlnou~ domt>stlc coar: 

Te~:~~ fi.~;!BURN. I want to make an inquiry of the- speaker:. t_~~ l::=:::.::::===:.=::::.::=::==:=======:::::::: ;o: ~8 
Tbe S-enate. on Senate joint resolution 133. refused' to- <.·oncm• June- L--------------------------~------------ · 35 
in the Hnu~e amendments: anrl asked for a conference. 111ut is Bttu!fn~~n!st~m-~oaL-Tl1_n_t(i~."d-(il;tri~t:-------------------- •. l:. 
the re!';olutinn authorizing the granting of insurance unt:er the Apr. L-· ---------------------~---------- . 40 
net eutitletl "An net to uuthur1ze the establishment of· u Bureau ~Iua!e i':::::::::::=::::::=--======--====::::::----:::::.::: : ~ 
of "·nr-Hi k In.·urance in the Treasury Department,"' appr"vecl July ~_ _______________________________ ------~---- . 10 
S ptember 2. 1914. as aruended by the act approved (-)t·tober 6.. r bopl' this will me(>t your approval and that yotr w11I agree with us 
1917. on application by n person other than the person to be that It shou ld iron. our most of. th.e difficulties which have been involved 
In urell. Tl1e Hmt..;e agreetl to the confet·ence. This morning ln the ~~~~Y. yours, 
w~ ruet, and when the Hou e amendments were ~111ai11E.>ll tu TI-nTED S'£ATES FUBL AJnu.·ts>rnATION,. 
the Senate corumittre they asked the privilege of going back to By HARRY D. Nrlfs. 
the Senate and moving that they rescintf theh· action in asking The moment iT became !mown that the: Fuel Administration 
for a conference. stating that they were going to move that the had or1lered a rerluction in the pric-e of ecml in f'Aloratlo the 
Senate concur In the House amendments. I do, n.ot. know in coal mine operators of that State began bombarding Congress 
what shupe that Tea ves it. . 

1 

and the Fuel Atlmini~tration with telegram of prutest. 'l"hey 
ThP SPEAKElt. That automatically kills the- confe~erica asRerted that the reduction \vould dose s ·ores of mines and 
IUr. SHEltLEY. 1\Ir. Speaker,. I do- not_ thinlt that ought to be 

1

. erionsly curtail the output of the State. lb fact. one earnest 
laid down as a rule. prot-estant went so far as to e:ay tl1at thousands of miners had 

'l'he SPEAKEH.. Did not the Senate agree to. ti1e House bill? alrenuy been dismissed and t.l.illt the State's: coal production had 
Air. SHEULEY. No. \Yhat the gentlemnn from Texas re- been cut in two. 

ports is that they met in conference, and, without having m}.ule T11~ e stat_ements found their way into the CoNGRESSIONAL 
ans L' port at al~ the Senate conferees proposed to go back and RRcoRn, and. as I had ur;:red the National Fu~l AcfminiRtration 
rec-('>(le from their po ition. , to cut the price of coal, I was naturally curluus-to u certain ju~ 

'l'he SPEAKER. The Chair thought they bad gone back and bow muc-h truth there was in these alarming storie . I wired to 
receded. friE--nds in · Colorado a slcing for the fact:o~, aml receive<.] wany 

M1·. SHEHLEY. No. The papers are in tbe b:mcts of the replies. Among those I addres ed was .John A. Rush. a promi­
conferees. and not in the band~ of either Hou~e. anll there ought nent attorney of Denve1· and the president of tlte ConRUmers' 
to be a repor·t made by the conferees to the respective Houses. League of that city. This lea~e was fo1·metl for the purpose 

Mr. RAYBUHN. That was what I was going to ask. I do not of protecting the people agnin.·t the- exactions of the coal in-
know whnt the pt·actiee i in the pi~emises. tere ts. and it bas done much excellent work. As 1\lr. nu~n 

1\lr. TAFFORD_ Mr. Speaker, lf the gentleman will permit, wa out of the city \vhen my telegram reached Denver his Jaw: 
t11e Horne a~n""Ped to me · conference report, and therefore the partner, 1\lr. Fo ter Cline. replied as follmv~: 
pap(>rS are in the pos. e- ion of the House conferees. John Lawson, Jobn 1\lcLennon. · the State mine fnspeetor, and others 

The SPEAKER. Yes. . . ~: .;boe;:b.a:f ~clt.coaJo:!n~;~ n;;~e:ta:o~os~~anas ~s~~~~~ t1t~ 
Mr. ST AFFO llD. Therefore 1t lS necessary; as I see it. for ttrl)e of the year bt>caose the!r coaJ can not be stof'e-d. Somt> m Jler 

t11e conferees on the part of the House to make a formal report. mines are sb01·t of orders because the consumers .re waiting fo1· lower 
The SPEA:KER. But the Hou~e conferees- can· not make u p.rices on April 1. 

report until the-y know what the Senate does. · Jolm. Lawson and J"ohn 1\fcLennon, referred to> i.u. the tele-
1\lr. SHEHLEY. · They carr report a disagreement and have grnm, are reading officials of th~ miners'" m·ganiv~tlon, and 

the conierence ended in that way. But the Senate can not act, therefore. in a position to know conditions at the va1·tous mines. 



One of the lencUng new pap"'l1 men. of Colorado· wired me, 
denying the alarming r eports circulnteu by the coal operators 
ant:l eouclutling with the: expressiYe, if not elegant, e:q)ression, 
"It is all bunk." 

1\Ir. Speaker, nu one wants to injure_ the coaL-mining i:ndru;try 
in tJolorauo or el ewhere, but it is just as well that gentlemen 
should tm<lerstand· that the coai consumers of tltf country 
ha-ve some rights whh~h the Fuel Administration uru.l the coai­
mine owners. are bound, to respect. 'Vhen Congress· enaete<l the 
law \Vhich gave the President control oTer the coal mines o.f 
this country I am sure it was not our purpose to have that 
law administered exclusively in the interests· of the men who 
own aoal mines. If I umlerstoou the purpose- of Congress,_ tt. 
was that the Fuel Administration should fix the price of coal 
at a figure wliich would insure every one engaged in the- busi­
ness a ge~rous profit, but which at the samn time would safe­
guar<l the public against extortion. 

I think that was the thought that Dr. Garfield bad in mind 
when he accepteu the position of Fuel Administl'ator; but I 
am also convinced that at times he has been sadly imposed 
upon by repcesentatives of the mine owners and that be has 
been letl to issue orders which were not in tli~ public interest. 

Iu that connection Colomdo-s experience may prove illumi­
nating. Some time in August last the President of the United. 
State fi."\.-ed the price of bituminous lump aoal: at the mine in Colo­
ratio at $2.10· a ton. At that time the- people of Colorado were 
cornpluining. that the vrice of coal was unreasonably high. 
Thi · complaint. by the way, was not confine<l: to Colorado but 
was quite general thro~<Y.hout the Nation, n.rul the justice of it 
wa · largely responsible for the- passage of the· bill placing eoal 
mine under governmental control. 'rfie people of Colorado~ in 
common with the people of the rest of the country, :Woked for 
relief through governmental regulation. You can therefore 
imagine their surprise when on the 1st of October, instead: of 
reducing the- price of coal, the National Fuel Administ:mtion 
issued un order advancing th-e- price- of bituminous lump coal 
from $2.70, the figure fixed by· tlte President, to $4 a ton. This 
was <lone at the urgent solicitation of a committee o:f coal­
mine owners· which bad been sent to Washington from Coto­
rado. The coal consumers \\-rere given no chance to present 
their ~ide of the case, and the first they knew of the decision 
was when it was announced in my home town-Pueblo, Golo.­
that the retail price of lump coal, in-stead of being redll.Ced, 
would be advanced 50 cents a ton. 

I immediately began to receive protests by letter and tele­
gram, and I sugge ted to tlte Fuel Administration that the order 
advancing . the price ·of coa1 be suspended until such time as 
all the parties in interest could be beanl. This was not d'one, 
but Mr. H. D: Nims, representing Dr: Garfi.el€1'., assmed me be 
woulcl be glad to make an investigation. When he learned 
that I was about to leav.e· for Colorado· he suggested that I 
examine into the situation" from the consumer1; point of view" 
and let him kruJw the result. 

I agreed to do this, and on my·arrivalin Colorado went to some 
trouble to get at the facts. I found that the city of Denver 
was operat~ a municipal coal yard~ h-aving- been compelled 
to enter into the coal bu iness because of the unreasonable 
prices charged by the coal dealers. The city pw·cbttsed its eoal 
from two independent coal operators and paidl $2.20 a ton for 
lump coal at the mine. The reading paper- of' Denver, the Post, 
was also in the coal business, and I found' it was purchasing 
its coal from thr-ee diffeuent companies on the basis of $2.10 
a ton for l1rrnp coal at the mouth of the mine. Here were five 
companies selling lump coal at the mouth of th-e mine for $2..!0 
and $2.20 a ton - and making money, while the National Fuel 
Administration. was insisting that $4 a ton wus a reasonable 
price. 

Mr. SLAYDEN. At the mine-? 
Mr. KEATING. .At the mine. 
1\Ir. SHERW00D. For the same cl~sa of coal? 
l\fr. KEATING. In some cases. 
1\Ir. FARR. Does the gentleman say it was the same class 

of coal? 
1\fr. KEATING. Yes. Irr same cases· it was the same- kind 

and in some cases not. 
Mr. WHEELER. .As I und rstand, the Fuel Administrator 

fixed $4 a ton, and the dealers raised the price to the con­
sumer 50 cents? 

l\fr. KEATING. Yes; the price--
The SPEAKER. The gentl~man's time has expired. 
Mr. MADDEN. 1\I!·. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 

the gentleman be giv~n sucfi time as he requires. 
Mr. KEATING. It will require only a few minutes. 
The SPEAYillR. Is there· objection 2 
~he,·e was no objection. 
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l\tr. KEATING. I transmitted these :mtl other facts to the 

Wa hington offiee. of the Fuet Ad:rnini£trator. uml' m·ged that 
. an investigation be made and tlmt the p1ice of coat be rellnceu. 

'.rhe exn.ctions of the coal interests arouse<l cfuep~ resentmen.t 
among tlte people, and organizations \vere formeu all ovei· the 
State to assist in the- fight for fair coat rates, bu.t nothing defi­
nite was a.ccomplishetl. Insteau the President ordered an addi­
tional adyance of 45 cents a ton to cover the eost of an increa e 
of wages wbieh he had authorized. There was little opposition 
to thi3, because the people · felt the money was going to those­
who actually dug the coal, but they continued to in ·ist that the 
original increase authorizecl by the Fuel Atlmini tration of $1.30 
a. ton was without ju tifica.ti:on. 

1\fn. WALSH. 1\!r. Speakel", wur the gentleman yieid for a 
question? 

1\fr. KEATING. Yes. 
l\Ir. WALSH: Durfng the confu i-on I did not hear the early 

part of the gentleman's remarks. Did I understand hin;t aright 
that he contends that the people l'tave some tights that the Fuel 
Administrator is bound to respect? 

Mr-. KEATING.. Yes. Not only: tl'lat, but 1 am trying to demon­
strate that the Fuel .Administ.ratl.on is recogn.izi.ug the rights of 
tile people. · 

When I returned to Washington in December I again presented , 
the facts to th~ Fuel .Administ:ra.tion, and' after many confer­
ences wos told that the entire subject woul-d be referred to a 
board made up-of experienced coal men, who would go over the 
cost sheets of the co.al companies. and all other data which might 
be available. This board deYoted much time- to the work, and 
I am sure was in no sense unfrieudlr to the coal-mine owners. 
It was on the recommendation of this board: that Dr. Garfield 
finally ordered the reduction in tha price of coal! in Colmmdo to 
whieh I have referred. 

Therefore the- reduction was not made hastily. It was not sug-­
gested hy ine-xperi~nced men who had only an "academic" 
knowledge of the coal business. It wru;, made after th-e people 
of Colorado bad been compelled! tO" I?ay· exorbitant pric.es for a 
period of iive months; and after the faets ha~l, been so clearly 
puoven that they could! no· longer l)e controverted. 

In. support of this latter statement permit. me: to quote fr-om a 
letter written to Senator CHARLES S. THoMAs, " f Colorado, by 
Dr. Garfield on March 20y 191.8. After stating that b.e bad based 
his action tn the Ooiorado case on a report submitted to him by 
a co.mmittee· of engineers, consisting of Mr·. Cyrus Grumsey, jr., 
1\rl.P. R V. Nortis, and :J:\.11~ • .Tames H. Allport, all experienced coal 
men, Dr. Garfield writes: 

I hare- e:xamined the costs reported by 13 of thn mines reported by 
Mr. Nash to have shut down: the sheets of the- others, apparently,.. have 
n{)t been tUI'ned in to the Federal: Trade Commission. The costs r e­
pot>ted reveal; the fact' that not- inr a: single instance did the Augnst cost::J 
l'Cp{)rted by the mine exceed the price fixed:. Indeecl. the hig.ll.Pst cost 
for Aug-uSt alLOwed a p:roflt of 2' centS: per ton and the lowest 8') <'cnts 
per- ton. In September two of these mines reported costs sligbtly in 
excess of the price fixed. In one case onl:¥ was the cost excessively 
high~ and that was of a mine which produced only 29 tons. Tlils mille 
reported $1.69 less cost per ton on a still smaller tonnage. for Augm;t._ 

An ex:unination of the costs available of. the.se mines does not war­
t::tnt the assumption that they have: closed dawn because of inability tG 
produce at a profit 

Sincerely, yours, (Signed) H. A. GannELD, 
Umted States Fuel. Ad.tniuis.trator. 

Mr. SNYDER. Will the gentleman yield? 
:Ur. KEATING. Yes.. 
Mr. SNYDER. Will the gtmtlem..'lll tell me the highest price 

he knows of that any consurne-rr paid foil' soft coal in Colemdo? 
1\fr. KEATING. That would depend on the locution. In the 

mountain districts it went very high. 
l\.Ir. SNYDER.- About how high 1 
Mr. KEATING. In my own town, which is in the TaHey, it 

was $7.25. 
1\Ir. SNYDER. I just want to· say that there aYe some- con­

sumers in the East wllo are now paying as high as $4.50 at the 
mine. 

Mr. KEATING. The situation in the East and the situation 
in the West a.re not at all alike. In the West we had no eoal 

. slloYtnge woFth mentioning. T)lere it was entirely a question of 
price; and our contention was that the- price char"ed by the 
cool-mine owners 'vas unreasonable and extortionate. 

l\.fr; SNYDER. I think the gentfeman is quite right I 
just asketi for information, that is all. 

Mr. KEATING. My only criticism of the Fuel Administra­
tion is that it was unreasonably slo\-V in responding to the com­
plaints of the eoal consumers of Colorado ; but, in explanation 
O<f the administration•s conduct, it is only fair to state- that 
Dr. Garfield and his lieutenants were so busy endeavoring te 
straighten out the cool situation iu the Northern and Eastern 
States tha-t they had little time to· deT,·ote to Colorado's 
problems. 
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l\Iy object in making this statement to-day and in taking up 
the . time of the House .in this fashio-:.: is to indorse the order 
of the Fuel Administration and to express the hope that 
Dr. Garfield will not be influenced by the clamol· of the prof­
iteers. [Applause.] 

When I returned from Colorado last December I submitted 
the following statement to the _ Fuel Administration at the 
request of l\Ir. Nims, Dr. Garfield's assistant: 

Mr. H. D. NIMS, 
DECEMBER 6, 1917! 

United States Fuel Admini.stration, 
Washington, D. 0. 

MY DEAR MR. Nnus : When I was leaving for Colorauo early in Octo­
ber you asked me to report to you on the coal situation in that State 
"from the consumer's point of view." I endeavored to comply, and 
from the 14th to the 20th of October submitted to ·you by wire the 
results of investigations · which I conducted in Denver, Pueblo, and 
other Colorado cities and towns. 

Permit me to again summa.rize my findings, which I assure you can be 
supported by ample evidence : 

COS1' 011' COAL AT THE MINES. 

President Wilson fixed the price of bituminous lump coal at the mines 
in Colorado at $2.70 per ton. · At the solicitation of the coal-mine 
owners, your office on October 4 advanced this price to $4 per ton and, 
later on, the President added another 45 cents to cover a general advance 
in wages which he authorized. Corresponding advalli!es were made in 
the Colorado lignite fields. I will not burden you with all the figures, as 
I know you have them in your office. For the purposes of this letter, 
I will deal with the price of bituminous lump, wh1ch is the coal used 
by the people of my homz city-Pueblo, Colo.-but the argument which 
I will make for the reduction of the price of bituminous will apply with 
equal force to lignite, the coal largely used by the peo.ple of Denver 
and other nortbem Colorado towns. 

In my judgment the Fuel Administration's action in advancing the 
price of bituminous lump from $2.70 to $4 was without justification and 
should ~e rescinded. . 

When this advance was ordered, and for weeks thereafter-or until 
the President dincted the last advance of 45 cents per ton-the Denver 
Post was purchasing both lignite and bituminous lump at the mine for 

2.10 per ton and carrying on an extensive retail trade in the same in 
the city of Denver. 

Mayor Robert W. Speer, of Denver, on behalf of the municipal coal 
yard, was purchasing lignite lump from three different companies for 
$2.20 per ton and selling the same to the people. 

Mayor Speer and the Post took practically the entire output of five 
coal mines at the prices indjcated, and my information leads me to 
believe that the coal operators made a reasonable profit. 

It five companies-operating under union conditions and without any 
material natural advantage-could afford to sell lump coal at the mine 
for $2.10 and $2.20, why was it l'lecessary for the Fuel Administration 
to authorize an advance to $4 a ton? 

On April 1, 1917, all the retail coal dealers of Pueblo were purchas­
ing bituminous lump at the mines for $2.75 a ton, and the coal com­
panies were prospering. 

What occurred between April 1, 1917, and October 1, 1917, to justify 
an advance of $1.25 a ton? I have endeavored to ascertain the facts 
and am convinced that 25 cents a ton wQuld more than cover any in­
crease in cost of production. 

Bituminous lump should be reduced $1 a ton at the mines and a 
similar cut should be made in lignite. . 

I have received a number of complaints from granges .and other 
organizations which have been accustomed to buying coal in carload lots 
and distributing it among their members. They alle&e that since you 
issued · your regulations, the dealers' combines have mduced many of 
the coal companies to refm:e . to sell to them. Other citizens have bad 
similar experiences. 

I hope it will be possible for you to break up these combines and to 
restore free competition. There should be no question about the citizen's 
right to purchase at the mine in carload lots. 

As I stated to you in my telegram of October 18, I am sure that an 
investigation wtll show that the consumers of Colorado are paying not 
less than $1.50 a ton too much for their coal. 

They have submitted to this extortion with marvelous patience, hoping 
that the National Fuel Administrator, exercising the ample powers 
vested in him by Congress, would eventually afford relief. That relief, 
if it is to be of value, must be granted ,at once. Already many of our 
citizens have purchased their winter's supply of coal. You can not 
1·eturn the money which bas been unjustly taken from them, but you 
can protect the pocketbooks of the others. 

Sincerely, EDWARD KEA'l'ING. 
C.ALE~"'DAn WEDJ\""ESDA Y. 

1\Ir. LEVER. l\1r. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to dis­
pense with the business in order to-day under the rule. 

l\fr. GARRETT of Tennessee. l\11\ Speaker, I am not sure 
what the attitude of the majority leader [l\Ir. KrrcmN] is on 
that question. I have not talked with him personally, . but 
representing him here in his absence I think, from what under­
standing I have of the matter, I snall have to object to unani­
mous consent. 

Mr. LEVER. Then, l\Ir. Speaker, I move to dispense with the 
proceedings in order to-day. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South Carolina moves 
to dispense with the business in order on Calendar Wednesday. 

Mr. STAFFORD. 1\fr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to the 
motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is entitled to five minutes. 
l\fr. LEVER. l\Ir. Speaker, I have five minutes~ 
Mr. STAFFORD. If the gentleman does not care to debate 

it, I do not care to do so. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion of the gen­

tleman from South Carolina to dispense with Calendar Wednes­
day business. 

. 
The question being taken, on a division, demanded by Mr. 

STAFFonn, there were-ayes 104, noes 24. 
Mr. LANGLEY. l\fr. Speaker, I make the point of order 

that there is no quorum present. 
The SPEAKER. The _gentleman from Kentucky makes the 

poin: of order that there is no quorum present. Evidently there 
is not. The Doorkeeper will lock the doors, the Sergeant at 
Arms will notify the absentees, and the Clerk will call the roll. 

The question was taken; and there were-yeas 299, nays 47, 
not voting 85, as follows: 

YEAS-299. 
Alexander Escb Kreider Rucker 
Almon· Evans La Follette Russell 
Ashbrook Fairchild, G. W. Larsen Sanders, Ind. 
A swell Fairfield Lazaro Sanders, La. 
Austin Farr Lea, Cal. Sanford 
Ayres Ferris Lee, Ga. Saunders. Va, 
Baer Fields Lehlbacb Scott, Iowa 
Bankhead Fisher Lesher Scott, Mich. 
Barkley Focht Lever .Sears 
Barnhart Fordney Little Sells 
Beakes Foss Lobeck Shackleford 
Bell Foster London hallenberge: 
Besblin Francis Longworth Sherwood 
Black Frear Lundeen Shouse 
Blnnd Freeman Lunn Sims 
Booher French McAndrews Sinnott 
Bowers Fuller, Ill. McClintic Sisson 
Brand Gallagher McCormick Slayden 
Britten Garland McFadden Slemp 
Brodbeck Garrett, Tex. McKenzie Sloan 
Browne Glynn McKeown Smith, Idaho 
Browning Goodwin, Ark. McLaughlin, :Mlcb.Smith, Mich. 
Brumbaugh Gordon McLaughlin, Pa. Snell 
Buchanan Graham,.Ill. McLemore Snook 

· Burroughs Gray, Ala. Madden Steagall 
Butler Gray, N.J. Magee Stedman 
Byrnes, S. C. Green, Iowa Mansfield teele 
Byrns, Tenn. Hadley Mapes Steenerson 
Campbell, Kans. Hamilton, Mich. Martin Stephens, Miss. 
Campbell, Pa. Hamilton, N.Y. Mason , tepbens, Nebr. 
Candler, ~liss. Hamlin Mays Sterling, Ill. 
Can trill Hardy Meeker Stevenson 
Caraway Harrison, Va. Montague l:itines~ 
Carlin Haskell Moon Strong 
Carter, Okla. Hastings Moores, Ind. Sumners 
Cary Haugen Morgan l:iweet. 
ChandlE>r, Okla. Hawley Morin Swift 
Clark, Fla. Hayden Mudd Switzer 
Clark, Pa. Heaton Neely Tague 
Claypool Heflin Nelson Talbott 
Cleary Helm Nicholls, S. C. Taylor, Ark. 
Coady Helvering Nichols, Mich. Taylor, Colo. 
Collier Hensley Nolan Temple 
Connelly, Kans. Hicks Norton Thompson 
Cooper, Wis. Hilliard Oldfield Tillman 
Cox Holland Oliver, Ala. Timberlake 
Crago Hood Oliver, N.Y. Towner 
Cramton Houston Olney Vare 
Crisp Howard Osborne Venable 
Crosser Huddleston O'Shaunessy Vestal 
Currie, Mich. Hull, Iowa Overstreet Vinson 
Dalllnger Hull, Tenn. Padgett · Voigt 
Darrow Hutchinson Park Volstead 
Davis Igoe . Parker, N.Y. Waldow 
Decker Ireland Phelan Walker 
Dempsey Jacoway Polk Walton 
Dent James Porter Wason 
Dewalt Johnson, Ky. Pou Watkins 
Dickinson Johnson, Wash. Pratt Watson, PJ.. 
Dill Jones, Tex. Purnell Watsop, Va. 
Dillon Jones, Va. Quin Weaver 
Dixon Juul Ragsdale Webb 
Dominick Kearns Raker Welling 
Donovan Keating Ramsey Weltl 
Doolittle Kelley, Mich. Ramseyer Wha ey 
Dough ton Kelly, Pa. Randall Wheeler 
Dowell Kennedy, Iowa Rankin White, Ohio 
Drane Kettner "Reavis Wilson, La. 
Dunn Key, Ohio Reed Wingo 
Dupr~ Kless, Pa. Robinson Wise 
Dyer Kincheloe Rodenberg Woods, Iowa 
Eagan King Romjue Woodyard 
Eagle Kinkaid Rose Young, N.Dak. 
Elliott Knutson Rowe Ziblman 
Emerson Kraus Rubey 

NAYS-47. 
Anthony Elston Langley Sabath 
Bacharach · Fuller, Mass. Lonergan Sherley 
Burnett Gallivan Lufkin Smith, C. n. 
Cannon Garner Maher Snycler 
Connally, Tex. Garrett, Tenn. Merritt Stafford 
Dale, N.Y. Gillett Pai<>'e Tilson 
Dale, Vt. .Greene, Mass. Parker, N.J. 'l'reartway 
Delaney Greene, Vt. Rainey Walsh 
Denison Gre~g Rayburn Wilson. Ill. 
Dooling Griffin Riordan Winslow 
Doremus Humphreys Robbins Young, Tex. 
Edmonds Husted Rogers 

NOT YOTING-85. 
Anderson ·church Denton Flynn 
Blackmon Classon Dies Gandy 
Blanton Cooper, Ohio Drukker Gard 
Borland Coo~er, W. Va. Ellsworth Glass 
Caldwell Cop ey Estopinal Godwin, N.C. 
Carew Costello Fairchild, n. L. Good 
Carter, Mass. Curry, Cal. Fess Goodall 
Chandler, N. Y. Davidson Flood Gould 
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Graham, -Pa. Lenl'oot Platt 
•Gl'i t Linthicum Powers 
.Hamill Littlepage Price 
Barrison, 'Miss. McArthur -Rober:ts 
~aeynetsz McCulloch Rouse 
"'-' h 'McKinley Rowland 
·Hersey Mann Sanders, N.Y. 
Holling>~wortb liller, Minn. Schall 
Johnson,-s Dak. 'Niller, W:tsh. SC()tt, Pa. 
Kahn ·Mondell ·Scully 
KPhoe Moore,:Pa . -8iE'gel 
.KpnnPdy, R.~. 111ott Small 
'Kitchin OvermYer "'mlth, T . F. 
LaGna.rdla Petexs StCTling,.Pa. 

So the motion was agree(\ to. 
The Clerk announced the 'following pairs : 
Until further notice : 
Mr. BLANTON with 'Mr. 1\IcK:lliLEY. 

8ulnvmi 
.Tt>mpleton 
Thomas 
Tinkham 
Van Dyke 
Wa1.'d 
White, Me. 
Williams 
Wilson. Tex. 
Woo(l, ,lnd. 
Wright 

1\lr. STERLING of Penn ylvania wlth 1\lr. ScOTT of 'Pennsylvtmla. 
Mt·. THoUAS F. SMITH with ~l\lr . CooPEn of West -Vir-ginia. 
1\-Ir. BLACRMON with l\Ir. HOLLTNGSWOI'-.TH. 
Mr. VAN DYKE With 'Mr. WARD. 
1\lr. BORLAND with 11\lr. Goon. 
1\Ir. THOMAS witb 'Mr. D-AVIDSON. 
1\Ir. HARRiso of Mississippi -with Mr. CIIAl\"TJJLEn of New Tmk. 
1\Ir. FJTES with Mr. KAHN. 
1\Ir. KEHOE with lt1r. ·l\frr.LER of Minnesota. 
Mr. EsTOPTNAL with l\11·. ·GoULn. 
1\fr. LITTLEPAGE with 1\Ir. F.ESS. 
1\Ir. -8cULL.Y with Mr. lloWLAND. 
1\Il'. LINTHICUM ·wlth 1\lr. ROB.l1:1ITS. 
1\Ir. OVERMYER with Mr. 'BEN.TAX!IN L. F.AIBCHILD. 
Mr. CALDWELL with l\lr. GooDALL. 
Mr. DENTON with l\Ir. CooPER of Ohio. 
Mr. CAREW with 1\.fr. Cu&:nY of •Caliioruia. 
Mr. FLOoD with 'l\Ir. GnAHAM. 
l\Ir. CHURCH with l\1r. GRIEST. 

"1\fr. F'LYNN with -1\lr. HAYEs. 
Mr. GABD with Mr. l=IERSEY. 
'1\1r. ·GA'NDYWith Mr. KEN -ElJY·ur=rthoue Islan(]. 
1\11·. KITCHIN WiTh ·Mr. M'A.NN. 
l\fr. PRICE with 'Mr. "1\lcCur..LOCH. 
1\IT. RouSE with Mr. McARTHUR. 
Mr. SCHAL'L'With Mr. Moollli of :Pennsylrnnia. 

l\1r. SMALL -with Mr. :P.ETERS. 
Mr. SmAN with lr~ 'SA:r-.'llERS ol: -New York, 
1\Ir. -w&mm with 1\lf:r. StEGEL. 
Mr. -8TERLING of Pennsylvania with '!iir. T!Nxrr:a--u. 
1\Ir. Som:cr '\\ith 1\fr. WILLIAMS. 
1\lr. Gr.Ass with -Mr. MoTT. 
1\1r. HAMILL with l\lr. ANDERSON. 
The result of the vote was announced as above :recordeu. 
A quorum being pre ent, fire doors w.ere openea. 

scribe. For carrying out- the purpo es ·of this section there 'is her~by 
appropriated, out ·{If nuy moneys in the· Treasury not otherwise appro~ 
printed, the -sum of •$2.500,000. available immediately. 

•· SEc. 3 That, in carrying out the purposes of this ad~ the Secre­
"tary of Agriculture ' i-s authorized to cooperate with tbe ~ecrE'taTY of 
'Lauor or any 6thel' •Federal, State. county. or municipal department, 
agency, or officEtr, or with any . person or with any association of farm-
ers, hoard of trade, cbuml>ei· of commerce, or similar organization. . 

" -SEc. 4. That until the purposes of this act have been accompllshe() 
-the Secretary of . .Agriculture ·sl:Iall. as -soon as possible ttlter ·the clooo 
of eal!h calE'ndar year, cause to be made to the Congress a detailPd 
:report showing aU proceedings and transa-ctions under thls act dur~ 
such calenda-r -yem-_ -Su~h report shall. tn addition to oth&· matters. 
contain a ·statement of all persons empl-oyed, the salary o-r compensa­
'tion of each, the aggregate amount of loans, advances, or -sales, and 
the total amount thereof unpaid, and all Teceipts and disbursPmerrts 
-under ·this '!lCt. All moneys collected by the United ~tates under ' thls 
act shall he covc-red 'i'nto th{' Treasury :as 'miscellaneous receipts. 

" SEC. 5. That :my --person who sbal!-_ knowingly make any false 
reprcsPntation for the purpose of obtaining an a.dvanrP, loan, or sale 
under this act shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished by a 'fine 
not e.-,:ceeillng $1,000, or by •imprisonment not exceeding six months. 
or both. 

" SEC. G. 'l'hat not exceeding $100.000 ·of the moneys appropriated 
by this act may be expen(led for "tlr<' 1>ayment of such administrative 

·expf'llses, 1nctucllng such Teni, the expense ·of "Rncb printing and publi­
cations. the purchase of such supplies and equipment. and the ~mploy­

..mrnt of such persons and means. In the District of Columbia and el~e­
where as the Secretary of Agric-ulture -may deem necessary for the 
purposes of this act." • 

Resolv ed fut·the1·, That there shall be not exceeding two boms or 
__general debate. the time to be controlled. one bour by -1\Ir_ LEYEn an~l 
one hom- by 1.\lr. 'HAUGEN; that all debate shall be con'finPd to the 
subject matter ot thf' bill; that at the expiration .of tbc :general debate 
the committee ·substitute shall ·be l'(>ad section by Aectlon for ame>nd­

•ment undPr the five-minute rule; thAt at the conclusion of such l'eadln::: 
the committee shall rise and --report the bill to the tlouse, 'WheT;>upon 
the previous question shall be consillered as ordered upon the bfll and 
amenrlmimts to final passage rwitho.ut intervening motion o:~:ccpt one 

•motion to .recommit. 
1\Ir. WALSH. Mr. Speaker--
The SPEAKER . • For what purpose does the o-entleman rise"? 
'Mr. \VALSH. Mr. SpE:'aker. I move to amend the -l·nle by 

striking out ".two hours" and inserting "-four hours." 
l\fr. FOSTER. "1\lr. Speaker, the gentleman can not get the 

rfioor to make that motion. 
'1\-lr. WALSH. I ltave' been -xecognized, 'I submit. 'I was 

asked why I rose. 
1\Ir. FOSTER. pncler all parliamentary rules -the ...-entle· 

·man has no such ri~ht. -y was on my J:e.et just ns the Clerk 
con,-pleted the ·rending of the rule. 

1\fr. "\VALSH. The gentleman was en -his feet, but not seek· 
ing recognition. 

'1\Ir. FOSTER. !rhe gentlen:urn was seeking it at the proper 
t ime. 

The SPEAKER. -The gentleman frmn ·nlinois had llaa reco-g .. 
nition. 

l\fr. POU. Tbe ·motion is .not Jn order. 
'Mr. FOSTER. The .gentleman can -not superse<ln me by .get .. 

ting up and "hollering" out in that way. 
sALE oF BEED -mu:m TO FA:n.:~mns. M~·. WALSH. lt is necessary to" holler" out to obtain-recog. 

nition from i:he ,Chair, and I reC'eived reco:gnition. 
1\lr. FOSTER '1\I'r. Speaker, I -present a privileged .report The SPEAKER. The .gentleman irom illinoi-s nlready 11ad 

(H. Rept. No. 417) from the Committee on fRnles, -which I send recognition. IT'"he ._gentleman from Tilinois had the floor. 
to the desk and ask to have read. 1\Ir. FOSTER. 1\lr. Speaker, I move the preYious question on 

The Clerk read us follows : the resolution . 
...House resolution 281. Mr. WALSH. :Mr. Speaker, does the Chair nile that my mo .. 

-Resolved, That tmmediately upon ··the -adoptiQn ·of this resolutlon .tion is out of ·order? 
the House ~shall r solve . ttself into the Committee of 'the WholP B.o11se trhe -sPEAKER. Yes. The question is -on ordcriqg the :p.re· 
ou the stute of ·the ·union 'fur the consiilemtion of the i'o1lowlng nill - t' 
reported from -the Committee on .Agr,icultur.e a-s .a committee ubstitute •v .~.otls ·quefl IOn. 
for II. R. 779-5 : • The prevlou:s question was ordered. 
"A bill to pTovide for <the national security ·and d~ense rand ·further The SPEAKER. The gentleman from illinois is entitle'd to 

to assure an adequate -supply of food, by '3.uthorizing 'the Secretary .20 minutes and the .gentleman from :Kansas [Mr. CAMPBELL] is 
of Agriculture to contract with farmers in cl!rtntn areas for the entitled to 20 minutes. 
production of .grato ·through advanc{'s, lo:ms, and oi:herwtse, :and 1\''"". FOSTER. Mr·. :C'peaka'•, this rule -n-..o·VI' ,,ef' for fhe cOU· 
by providing to- the voluntaJ:y --mobilization of farm labor, and for LL -o = tJ• u "' 
other pm·poses. siderntion of the committee ·substitute for H. R. 7795, ·wliich iS 

u Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretaty of Agriculture is -hcreby ·nu- ·for furnishing of seed to fa~wers by the Go•ernment to in· 
thorlzed, tor i:he crop of 191.8, to make ·advances or Loans to farmers crease the supply of food for the coming yenr. I reserve the 
in spring-wheat areas of tbf' United States where be shall fino spedal rentai'nder .of my time. 
need for such assistance for the purchase of -wheat, oats, ·and barley 
for seed purposes, or, when nece sary, to proCUI'e such seed and sell 1\Ir. SJ\TELL. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from 'Knnsns TMr. 
the same to such fanners. Sueh advances, loans, or _sales shall be CAMPBELL]., the ranking .Republican member of the Committee 
made upon such terms and ·conditions and subject to such --regulations 
as the secretary of .Agriculture shall _prescribe, including a:n agreement on Rules, has just .been called to the \Vnr Department, and he 
by each such farmer to use the · seP.d thus to be obtainoo J)y him for requests me ·to. state for him that he is in 1avor OI the rule -and 
'the production of grain durtng the crop season of '1918. :A first lif'n also for the bill. -
on th<' crop to be produced from Se'f'<l obtainerl through a toa:n, adva-nce, Pei·sonally, I thi'nk tht's ~u;-,e simply makes 1·t 1·n OI'<.l"'' iOI' this 
or sale made under this sp-rtion Ahall, in tbe discrE:>tion of the Sf'crc- .. 11 = 
tary of AgriClllture . . be ueemed sufficient security therefor. .The total House to consider another one of those rndical measmes -that we 
amount of snell advances, loans, or sales to .any o-ne fm-mcr shall 'n-ot have been accustomed to consider during the present -session of 
exceed $450. All such advances or loans shall, as far as practicable, Congress uni:leT ·the caption of war-emer,.,,.ency le!ri:slation. Last 
Ire mad£: thro11gh -the ag-Pncy of Bmte and ntional biiUks. ;For earry- - " 
tng out the pm·po es •of this section there is h-ereby .appropr.iated, out week wllen we were discussing the war -:finance corporation bill 
of any moneys tn the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the -sum of J:lmt measure was characterized, as I TemClllber it, by -bath the 

' $7.500.000, ·availal>Ie immediately. fl f h · 't d h · - f th "SEc. :2. That 'the rSecret:u-y ·of :Agriculture Is .:hereby authQ-rized o:to lem er o t e mmon y an t e mUJOl'lty .as one o · e most 
1provide .for and s~e-ure the oluntary n10biliza.tion .and 'stribution of radical measures that huu ever come befoTe the Bouse. uml -·as 
•farm labor for the production rUDd .hanestiiU:t of -agrlellltural er®s a .measure tlutt ·.woulo 100t receive a ln{)ment's consideration Ln 
•tor ' the ye:rr ll918, 1llld ' to advanc-e · railroad -rfm$ :ana 'other -.a<!tual - ·time "01 peace. ~ "belie'\"e this measure is even ·more radical than 
traveling expenses for the transportation of such labor, upon such 
terms and conditions and subject to such r egulations as he shall pre- the war finance co1·poration bill, and goes further toward 
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committing the Federal Government to the policy of paternalism 
than any measure yet considered, and when we have· once com­
mitted this Government to the principle of paternalism it is 
going to be mighty difficult to get away from it. Personally I 
am against this Government adopting that principle, but as long 
as· we have adopted it, as far as big business is concerned, ship­
building, public utilities, and the railroads, I do not believe we 
can consistently refuse to comply with the request from the 
farmers when their req-qest is a moderate one, when we con­
sider that they are conducting the most important business in 
this counh·y. at the present time, not only from our mvn stand­
point, but from the standpoint of our allies. [Applause.] And 
if loaning them a small amount of money will in any way in­
crease tl1e food production during the present season, I think we 
are under obligations to do it, no matter how radical the meas­
ure may seem to -be at the present time. 

Mr. LANGLEY. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield? 
1\.I.r. SNELL. Certainly. 

· Mr. LANGLEY. Does not the gentleman think that this bill 
would accomplish the end more effectively if it were broadened 
so as to include other farm products·? 

Mr. SNELL. If the gentleman will wait a moment, I shall 
come to that. · 

Mr. SNYDER rose. 
1\fr. LANGLEY. · I wish the gentleman would discuss the 

corn-seed problem. 
The SPEAKER. To whom does the gentleman yield? 
Mr. SNELL. To the gentleman from New York [1\fr. 

SNYDE_R]. 
Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the gen~le­

man if he has had any particular deluge of requests from 
farmers in his district for this measure? . 

Mr. SNELL. Not a one, as far as seed is concerned, but many 
on subject of labor shortage. 

1.\Ir. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield? 
·Mr. SNELL. I want first to finish my ·statement, and then I 

will yield. I consider that when we adopt the provisions car­
ried in this bill we are committing this Government to the wild­
est kind of wildcat banking, and I doubt if much of this_,money 
will ever be returned to the United States Treasury. But. on 
the other hand, if we are going to consider this legislation at all, 
it should be considered at this time, because if we wait a little 
longer it will not do any good to the farmer and not in any way 
help to increase the crop for 1918. 

Now, just a moment on the provisions of the bill itself. Sec­
tion 1 appropriates $7,500,000 for relief of farmers in the spring­
wheat areas of the United States. This, of course, to a large 
degree confines the relief tCI the Northwest. As I look at the 
whole bill, if it is good for the Northwest, it ought to be good 
for the Northeast; if it is a good thing for the State of Montana, 
it ought to be a good thing for the State of Maine; and, whether 
the people of my district have requested it or not, if it is the 
proper thing that this Government should loan $450 to any 
individual farmer to buy seed in the spring, it is certainly a 
good thing tq loan it to any farmer in any part of th'e country. 
[Applause.] 

Mr. WHEELER. Will the gentleman yield? 
· Mr. SNELL. In just a minute. When the time comes I pro­

pose to offer an amendment to the bill making it applicable to 
· any and· every farmer in any and every part of the whole coun­
try. [Applause.] '.rhe second provision of this bill, in my judg­
ment, is by far the better part of the bill and a step in the right 
direction. It appropriates $2,500,000 for the mobilizing and dis­
tribution of farm labor, the only help the farmers. as a whole, 
need and the only part of th2 bill I am deeply interested in. 
As far as I have learned the needs of the farmers of the whole 
country, they are more in need of labor to .help them put in a 
crop, cultivate and harvest it than they are in need of seed. 
[Applause.] 

Mr. WHEELER. Will the gentleman yield now? 
Mr. SNELL. I will. 
Mr. WHEELER. In view of the gentleman's statement about 

not confining it to any particular area, why not include corn, 
timothy, and clover seed? · 

Mr. SNELL. It is perfectly agreeable to me, as far as I am 
concerned. 

Mr. STAFFORD. Why not include clothes to the farmer? 
Mr. SNELL. I represent an agricultural district. The peo­

ple in my district are so busy they do not bother their Rep­
resentative about matters unless they are important. I have 
received more letters from the farmers in my district in the 
last 60 days than in the previous 3 years of my service here, 
and everv letter I have received has been along the lines of the 
shortage· of farro labor, and, as far as I am able to learn, there 

is almost an entire disappearance of farm labor in an rural parts 
of this country. You must remember the farmer can not com­
pete in question of wages with the munition manufacturer. ship­
builder, and contractor who is working for the Government on 
a cost-plus basis. In addition to this, you have taken during 
the last year over 200,000 of the best young men from the farms 
and put them in the Army ; so it is up to us, if we want them 
to continue to furnish food supply for the world, to do some­
thing definite in the way of relief for the present labor shortage 
in rural communities. I am assured by the Labor Department 
here in Washingt:on tliat there is plenty of labor in this country, 
but that it is simply a matter of distribution. Now, this bill 
provides $2,500,000 for this distribution of farm labor, and I 
trust that the Agricultural Department will get to work at once 
and, if this labor is available, see that it is distributed where 
it is most needed. Thus they wlll be rendering a real aid to 
every farmer in every part of the country. 

The President and Mr. Hoover are all the time appealing to 
the patriotism of the farmers to raise more fc-od products. Their 
advertisements are in every newspaper and wagazine in the coun­
try. The farmers do not need to be appealed. to on the ground of 
patriotism. 'Vhat they need is more actual man power to help 
put in the crop, cultivate, and harvest it. [Applause.] You 
mu t understand that it takes more than patriotism to hold a 
plow and follow a drag on the farm . They have got- the pa­
triotism, but they lack the man power. The second part of this 
bill to a certain extent provides for that man power, and for that 
reason I am in favor of the bill and I hope that the rule and 
bill will be approved by the Members of this House. [Applause.] 

I reserve the balance of my time. How much time have I 
left? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman used eight minutes. 
Mr. FOSTER. :Mr. Speaker, I yield two minutes to the gen­

tleman from Tennessee [Mr. GARRETT]. 
Mr. GARRETT of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, with that portion 

of the bill which provides for the making uf advance;; or loans 
for the purpose of purchasing of seeds I am not in sympathy. I 
have not been convinced from such study us I have had the 
opportunity to give the quesi:ion that the exigency is such as to 
require this extremely radical legislation, but I may be mis­
taken about it; I know that a great numher of my colleagues 
who have given much t~wught and attention to it feel that it is 
a necessary measure and for that reason I have not felt di po eel 
to undertake to wage any very bitter fight upon the rule or upon 
the bill itself, but I did not wish it to go by without at least 
stating my attitude toward the matter, because I may want to 
refer to it in the future when other legislative matters shall 
arise here upon the floor of the House. I yield back whatever 
time I may have left. 

1\fr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield five minutes to the gentle· 
man from Texas [Mr. YoUNG]. 

Mr. YOUNG of Texas. Mr. Speaker ·and members of the 
House, having the honor to be a member of the Committee 
on Agriculture that presents this bill I feel it my duty, having 
the opposition point of view, to present that point of vi~w. I 
am opposed . to this bill as being one of the most dangerous 
precedents that could ever be established by any legislative 
body on earth. I do not believe in the principle involved in the 
bill. I did not support it in the committee, and I shall not 
support it here. We need not try to deceive the country. We 
are now pretending to pass a .bill appropriating $7,500,000 to be 
given to the spring-wheat section of the country-three or four 
States. " 1e are engaged in that important work in this House 
the last of M:arch. April is the planting sea on, and you are 
holding out here, this great body of legislators, that ;we are 
going to get $7,500,000 loaned to the individual farmers <luring 
the month of April when another legislative body must <ltal 
with this proposition and April will be pas ed before it can 
be reached, and you know it. You will never get any legisla­
tion in the first place--

Mr. EVANS. Will the gentleman yield? 
l\Ir. YOUNG of Texas. No; I have but five minutes. In the 

next place, If you get the legislation, then this money is to be 
loaned by the Secretary of Agriculture, loan $450 to an indi­
vidual allotment, through the $7,500,000 that you are giving. 
Where is your machinery that you are going to be able in a 
few days' time to make these loans to the individual farmer? 
You need not try to fool the country. You can not get the 
machinery together to do it, and every Member of this HouE.e 
knows it. Now, what is the proposition? One hundred and 
sixty-six thousand six hundred and sixty-six families 'vill be 
entitled to the loan. 'Vho is going to find those people and 
who is going to draw the contracts? Yon know it can not be 
done; it is a perfect impossibility. The Secretary of Agricul-
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ture knew it. He is opposed to the legislation and so stated 
in the committee, and yet we engage in this foolish piece of 
conduct. 

Now, another thing: Some four or five States up there are 
im·ol,ed. I sympathize with those people who have had 
droughts. 1\ly State has had the most severe drought in its his­
tory, and yet they ha\e not asked anything on this floor. Let 
Texas take care of Texas is my slogan. Let these States that 
have suffered these droughts exercise their ability to take care 
of the situation, if it is possible to do it, but not go on the prin­
ciple of coming to the I1'ederal Government and ask that the 
Secretary of Agriculture go out to Tom, Dick, and Harry and 
make these loans. And what is the security? That, in his 
judgment, be need not take any further security than a loan on 
the crop. And there, gentlemen of the House, you run into the 
proposition of separate and distinct laws in the several States 
involYed. I presume that every State involYed in this matter 
has its landlord-and-tenant statute. l\1y State has. The land­
lord has preferential liens on all the crops grown, and nobody 
can get in under that lien .. It is statutory. I understand that 
a great deal of this land is owned by absent landlords, and they 
have not sufficient confidence in their . own land. and. in their 
own tenants to advance this seed with which to seed the land. 
Are you going to be engaged. in the foolish proposition of ad­
vancmg to various people when the landlords will not advance 
to them. and let him step in. with the statutory lien that is prior 
to the lien of the Government, collect his tlebt, and let tbe Gov­
ernment stand the loss? That is what this bill does. It lets 
the absent land.lord r eap the reward upon the taxes of the 
American people1 who must be called upon to contribute this 
$7,500,000. And with these principles inYolved in the bill I can 
not give it my support. , 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
:Mr. SNELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield two minutes to the gentle­

m::m from Indiana [l\1r. BLAND]. 
1\Ir. BLAND. 1\fr. Speaker, I am not so much interested in 

the feature of the bill that provides for the loan of money to 
farmers as I · am for the part of the bill that provides for the 
purchase and reselling of the seed. I am not sure that I can 
support this bill in its present form, because I do not think we 
ought to take care of the spring-wheat area alone. In my State 
last year practically 75 per cent of the corn was frostbitten, 
and the question of .seed corn in Indiana is a serious one to our 
people. They cnn not get it. I do not care so much about the 

.loaning of the money with ·which to buy it as that the Govern­
ment get it and sell it to the farmer. 

1\lr. FOSTER. Does the gentleman know that $6,000,000 was 
appropriated to sell seed for cash to farmers in that country? 

Mr. BLAND. Then why is there necessity for this bill at all? 
1\lr. STAFFORD. There is ·no necessity for it at all, then. 
Mr. BLAND. This bill--
1\lr. HAUGEN. And I might add that a bill is to come in in 

the near future that will take care of the proposit}.on the gen­
tleman refers to. 

1\lr. BLAND. I am confining my remarks to this bill. Unless 
it was amended to include corn for the Middle West, I think it 
would fail in its purpose very largely. If there is necessity for 
seed anywhere in the world, it is in the corn districts that were 
frostbitten last year. I do not see why the committee should 
overlook such an important proposition as this. If I have an op­
portunity I am going to offer an amendment to strike out the 
words "spring-wheat area," so that the bill will apply to all of 
the United Statesl and then insert the word "corn," because I 
think if there is any necessity for anything to be furnished it 
is fot· seed corn. Recently we had the food department of the 
State oYer here investigating this question, and the secretary 
told me they were having an awful time trying to locate seed 
corn. They tried to prevent the farmer from selllng their good· 
corn on the market, and were trying to get what they could 
saved for seed purposes. The price was so attractive that most 
of the good corn for seed was sold and no doubt consumed. 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
Mr. SNELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield four minutes to the gentle-

man from Wisconsin [Mr. STAFFORD]. ' . 
Mr. STAFFORD. Mr. Speaker, I am quite sure that the 

membership of the House voted erroneously a few minutes ago, 
under the impression that the Congress had not provided ample 
fund to purchase seed and resell it to the farmers in those 
districts of the country where there was a drought or where 
there were poor crops. In the bill that '7as signed by the 
Speal~er this morning, the urgent deficiency appropriation bill, 
$4,000,000 was provided us a revolving f11nd to the Secretary 
of Agriculture to carry out, in addition to the $2,500,000 that 
was provided last year, the very purposes which the gentleman 
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from Indiana and others haye in mind to accommodate the 
farmers. But this bill goes further. This bill is a reflex-­

Mr. YOUNG of North Dakota. Will the gentleman yield ? 
l\1r. S'l'AFFORD. This bill is a reflex of the opinions of the 

Nonpartisan League in securing radical and socialistic legisla­
tion in North Dakota. The legislature of that State in special 
session this spring authorized all the counties to advance money 
by loans to the respectiye farmers for the very purpose which 
is embodied in this bill. And this Congress now is emulating 
the socialistic principles of this Nonpartisan League for the 
first time, by establishing a policy of loaning money to farmers. 
Where will we stop? 

The gentleman from New York [1\fr. SNELL] says we haYe a 
precedent in the action taken the other day in authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to loan money to \arious commercial 
and industrial activities. Why, the very warran't for that 
legislation was that the Federnl reserve banks did not have 
authority, and that the Federal Reserve System would break 
down in making long-time loans. 

If I had not had some experience with North Dakota in 
years back, during periods of excessiYe droughts, I would not 
to-day be so strongly in opposition to this measure; but I am 
somewhat acquainted with the conditions out there, and know 
the conditions wh2n they haYe suffered successive droughts by 
reason of the Chinook winds coming from the south and. blight­
ing their crops. And yet in those days, when wheat was less 
than $1, less than 75 cents, less than 50 cents, they were able 
to meet the conditions. And since then we have passed the 
Federal reserve act that brings relief to the farmers from the 
local banks for short-time loans, and we have passed the Fed­
eral farm-loan act that brings relief for long-time loans, and 
notwithstanding these, as a sop to this Nonpartisan League, at 
the instance of the gentleman from North Dakota [1\Ir. BAER], 
a bill is introduced in here, and Congress is asked to ratify 
the fundamental principles of this new socialistic party, which is 
running wild in the western prairie States and which has not 
the courage of its principles to announce that they are socialistic 
fundamentally. 

1\fr. BLAND. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield? 
The SP~AKER. Does the g~ntleman from Wisconsin yield 

to the gentleman from Indiana? 
1\Ir. STAFFORD. I yield. 
Mr. BLAl~D. In the legislation that has already been passed 

on this question does the gentleman take the position that the 
spring-wheat field area has been taken care of as well as the 
corn question? . 

Mr. STAFFORD. I wish to say th.at the hearings before the 
Committee on Appropriations show that the Agricultural Depart­
ment has been doing everything in its power to meet the drought 
conditions in the various parts of the country by furnishing at 
cost not only seed wheat but seed corn. The department has 
been doing everything, and the committee has just voted 
$4,000,000 additional to the $2,500,000, 1\hich it makes a re­
-volving fund, whereby adequate means are furnished for that 
-very purpose. 

1\Ir. BLAND. For what purpose? 
The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman from Wisconsin 

has e~rpired. 
Mr. SNELL. Mr. Spen.ker, I yield the balance of my time to 

the gentleman from North Dakota [l\fr. NoRTON]. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North Dakota is recog­

nized for four minutes. 
Mr. NORTON. l\1r. Speaker, the resolution making in order 

this proposed legislation is a very simple one. It is not the 
character of rule that I objected to a few days ago, under which 
the Post Office salary-increase bill was taken up. There are no 
riders or jokers introduced under this rule. It provides simply 
for the consideration of the bill reported from the Committee 
on Agriculture as a committee substitute for the bill H. R. 7795, 
and the committee substitute, including the title and enacting 
clause. to be considered, is set out fully in the rule. The rule 
does not provide for the consideration of the bill H. R. 7795. 

The committee substitute that is to be before the House for 
consideration if this rule is adopted may ]?e divided into two 
parts. The fii·st part provides for an appropriation of $7,500,000, 
to be used by the Secretary of Agriculture to encourage the pro­
duction of wheat, oats, and barley in the spring-wheat growing 
areas of the United States. It is provided that the Secretary 
of Agriculture may make contracts with farmers to increase the 
production of wheat, oats, and barley and to advance them 
money for seed in connection with these contracts, or the Secre-
tary may loan to farmers outright an amount not exceeding $450 
to each farmer, to enable him to secure seed to put in a crop 
and increase the production of wheat, oats, or bnl'ley. 
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Mr. DUTLER. 1\Ir. Speaker, will the gentleman yieM. or 
would he rHther not y'iel<l? 

l\11'. NOH1'0N. Not .1u~t nc>W. If this \Vnt hns mncle clear 
~n:';thing, it has made dear the fact that. agrlcultm·e and 't~'~ 
pl'OUtH'tion of 'food::::tuffs is ·one of th<.=> thing-s most e.<;.qentinl tn 
the sucee~s of our 'N<ttton nn<l ot'Jr allies in this war. If any of 
the in<lu.·tries are to be 'helped and encourn.~e<l b:V the Gnvern­
II!ent durtng this wnr, a.gricultur·e is de erving Df the first and 
bi~lw:·t consi!h•r:ttion. 

One nf the que~tions "~hlch has arisen in fhe oi~~sion M tlll. 
lnll i~ ns to wllethe1· there 1s any nece sity for ll1is Ie.gi. lation, 
or whethPr lt does not come too latP. If tll t·e is necessity for 
it. I 1lure sny thPre i~ not .u sin~le man in this 'House who will 
Cbject to thi . le.tdslntiOD Ot' \YhO Wlll Oppo. e it. 

~1r. HAG~HALE. A rwwripcl mnn ru ny do it? (t..;all~hter.] 
Mr. NOHTON. Well. I thin'k~ on th<:- me1·its of the 'pi'OP<~i­

tlcm, both the married men and the single men of the 'House will 
SUJlport it. 

I.f tht>re i~ n renl neressity for thi. 1e~~1ntion-nnd 'I heliet'e 
there is---if uncl{'r the nuthority p1·opose<l to he grante<l hy thi~ 
"bill tn 'the · Secretary of Ag-t·ieuitm·p it vlll enable l1im to g"ive 
aid nnd encour:-l~Pu·ent to fm·fner!ll in thE' sprin~-wheat grcming 
·areas nf tlw Unite<l Stnte~ to s11ch un extent that u materia l in­
~rease will hP mmlE' lht>re thi~ yem· ln the pmdudion cif wlwat. 
cat.. nn<l hnrley; if. ns It clenrlv nppears. the ennctrue-nt o.f thi~ 
bill n~ -clraftecl in the Committee on A~icnltnre -is likely to ~~­
"f!Uit 1n ~m i'ncre~'tse<l proc'lnction tll!~ year of tl}( re 'than 20 000.000 
bushe'ls of whent. the blll merit!' the snpport of "E'\'('ty Memher 
-of tbP Ron~ lnter·p tP<l In a suffi.('ient supply UE>xt ye:nr of wheat 
for too twople nf nUJ' own Nntion »nd fnr thoS(> of our nlli-e. in this 
f:l'en1 wnr. :rf. on tlle o'thf'r lumrl. the f'ec·retnry nf A.gl'icHlture 
.findA lhnt the ltid 'to lle e).-tencle<l b~ thl~ propoSf'd l'e:gislltticm 
l'fm•e~ too lat(:> o1· il' not nce<lf'<l, th-en the npproprintion nf 
$7.fi00,000 prnvide<l in the hitl for !'eP<l wi11 Rimpty n11t he U!Wil 
~n<l tbe mone)· will remain in the Feoeml Tt-easnry to he u~e•l 
for other purpo. es nl' 'tbP Go'vl'rntnent. 'By lhP tertn~ of the lH 11 
lt ll'l left wholly \vithln tlw <It cr~tion of the Re('rf:'ln~· of A~i­
cultm·(:> to make contrnrts with farrue1·s; for increMecl prnclurtion 
uf wh~1t. -oat~. and harley or lo arlvan('(:> or lof!n t-hem money to 
f5t'<'Ure ee.l. SO that they b1H'Y' ·sow 11Dil prnduee tli1s ~·en-r n 
greater nmonnt of th~~e grnins thun, Without Slldl ul<l, the'y 
()therwL.:;p wnuhl be ahle to do. 

"Th£> sf'roll41 anil mo. t illlf){}ftfOt }):1tt M the hilt l'l'T'ovtd~ for 
th~ mohilllimtion -of farm hlhor nncl the d.1stnhutton -M' it to d1f­
fel· nt . ·ectio'ns of thP conn try \vnere 1t nu(v h~ mo~ rreede<l. An 
ltllfll'Oprintion of $2.500.000 is propn. eel for this pu-rpose. Rur<.=>ty 
-ewcyooe who Jtnows anythtn~ uhnol hm\> the ltttr<H~tion nf llt>W 

'nr 'in<10Fet"r4Ps and !:li~h Wft:?es 111 the dtles h<:J.R ·d-e}Jlele.1 farm 
~;.l hor in many . edions ot the ·co·untry will g-Iil"e his snt:fp()t't to 
lbl~ fe:,tnre nf 'thP bill. 

Mr. \\'H.hRl,ER 1\.fr. Spenke1·. will the ·gt>ntlem::i'n ~telfl"? 
M'r. 1 !OUTON. Rllould lik~ wry mueh to y'ieM to ru::.v frlencl, 

but l ·have but n fe ~ minutes of time--not enou~h even to per· 
n11t llle to conclude my o·wn ren ons why this rule shouhl be 
a<loptecl. 

The SPEAKER. The time ot the gentleman troin No-rth 
' Dn'kota hns expired. 

l\lr. FOSTER l.\Ir. Speaker~ I yield four minutes to the gen­
tletnan from I\lontana [1\Ir. 'E:vA:Ns 1. 

The RPJ~Ai\:I1;H. The gentleman from Montana Is recogniZed 
for four minute . 

l\lr. I·JVAl':S. 1\h·. Speaker, I am heart'ily in favor of tl1e 
)ll'incipl~ -of t11is b111. it ·may hP that this hill wiH need nmemt­
J~. lt mn;o.- be thnt it is not broad enougl1 to ' eover :ill .secticn'ls 
cf the (•Otmtry. But the amount of money a.ll,Pl'opt'iatecl wilt 
not go ,-er~· far It ·,..;-m not wreck this Government. 'Ve nre 
tl~tHy appt·op!·~nting money her(' ~o carry on the w11.r of t11e n~es. 
We are he're to-da.v asl~etl t{) :::t:llpropriate some money to prmh.l<'e 
foodstuff to fe<'d the mPn. and we ure tot~ " This is rev31U­
tionary ; this is unpreretlented." 

l\I~· friem1 , within a yetl'r we ·appropriated $800,000,000 for 
. neroplanes. I won<ler if nn~·bOlly tl1ink-s we nre . go.ing to get 
~my of H hack? Of (>(lUl'Re it is unprecedented. Of course lloth­
lrl~ was Pver cl-one ·hefore of lhe kin<l. nor <.lid you ever see uvon 
-th'? floo.r nf thr~ Hou!':e a b-ilt to fm•ni~h money to mumtio.n fac­
toties, to shipbuiHlers. l o railroads. unt11 now. 

Mr .. RpPaker, there is a elas..-; of peo111e th-at need tinnnrial 
help ju~t now. l.et mf' • pPa'k to you a boat my own State, be­

, e~use I know more about my O"\YD State than I do of nthet· sec­
. tion of the country. Out· people are a :vheat-growing people. 
l1trgPly ln all eu. tern :a1ontam1. The_v have settled tlmt country 

, within the 1ast few years. Last year ther-e were 20.,000 home­
ste:ul ('Utrit>S ma(le in the State ni' Montana and the year befo.re 
probably as many. 'Thl•re are 60,000 land entri-es l.n Montana 
to whkh people have no title yet. There is nothing that they can 

gh•e ns "S€'CUrf~· to any bnnk or finft--n<'ln-1 ln~titutlon. becnuse 
~hey have n·o title to lhe land. Six: year~ u~o we rniM<l nhout 
o.OOO,OOO bushP.Is of \\"IW-Ht in l\Iontunu. Fiv~ years a~o we tn i::-:ed 
about 1~{)00,000 hu~hels. Three ~'Pilrs tl~O we rni~e•l uhnut 
18.000,000 bu. hels. T\-ru ~·ea'fs ngo wt- ~a1sefl ~lffi.)ut ~;"1,000 .000 
bu~hels. l..ust ye:u· we l1u() n fai lm·p ·nf ·crops for the first 
tirue. n .we 11tul rni~ed wl1at we plnnte<l ·we woulcl lHlVe 
f'<lisetl 50;000,000 bushel ' of \\' heat. Otrr people lo.·t thei1· crops 
la~t )·ear·. The~· horrowf'•l from e\·~ hmtk anrt nnancial insti­
tution ull thnt they v.'ou1(l lend them for thP purpo~ of putting 
in seed, but they ll(nY hnve no finnnces ; they hav(> no title to 
the lands. The entr~·man wlw has not yet se(·ure<l title can not 
go to his merchant or banker aud obtain :n loan, because be 'n· s 
no -security to offer. 

Ite catl not go to hi banker or to bls rmerc1'umt nnd hon·ow 
nnythin~. becnm~e he l1as no title t-o hi-s luncl. There aN~ n.t 
leas!" 00.000 of these men in the ~t-ate ot l\lontn.nn. anct e\·(:>Ty 
oth~· Western S~te is to a greater o.r le s degree- in t11e same 
situation. 

1\lr. BUTLER. '"Vi11 we be 1n time 't() lml'p the!-le people make 
a wl~eat <'rop if we pass this hill-p1·omptls·? 

Mr. EVA...~~. I thfn'k we will, l)ut not if the btu '8\ltTers f"t"om 
'the u!mni in(>rtia of Congre~. 1."'his hilt hn • hef'n before the 
Agrkuhurnt Committee 'for t\\() tn{}nths. n RhouM h<n-e heell 
aetef"l on Jon,g n~o. 1 introc1uced tl :-:lmitar btn I.m;t fall in the 
ho~ that it mig 'lt l)e J'ln .. eel llefol'e tll'is, iUt th~ inertia of 
Congress .is :nh.no t be~-onu hell ief. 

Mr. SWtTZEU. How late d() t'bey ll~~nt ·f>'Pfiirlt whetrt .In 
1\lon'ta'rm? 

:hlr. EVA .. s. ?r"obablv ~until tbe 1st of tny. 
1\rr. SEAUS. Does the ~ent1e1tran l'~Anbet· ·tWnt t't toolt fhe 

Federal farm-loan hank.. more than a ye~rt to _get started before 
they eould Pi~ s on title'$ and make I <faits? 
~h. ~VAN . I ~ppo. e It dhl. lmt in t'hls -en~ thel'e i:s no 

titl-e to pass upon, except the mort~ft'ge on the man s ern'Jl. 
Mr. \."''UNG of North 'Dakota. Bow lute -co.n they seed barley 

fn 1~o.n'ttlnn? , 
Mr. ~\' A~S. I ·do not know. I ·shottM :Ray .au thMugn 'tbe 

biontb ·Of·API'il and prfrt 'Of t'he ·mol:ltb <>f May. 
lllr. FOST~It. Gentlemen ~uy 't'fmt tbis nct1on is ltnp:rec­

ffie)ltro. Ye's~ 'but ve IUlYE.> done 'thin~ -during this war and 
du'rlng this Congress that \\'{'l'e unh-eard t1f bef.ore, nnc1 that 
D6 _one -of us 'tt'uui<J clo tn tilue of -pence; but when it comes 
to doln¢ .something to help th-e fnrmer ihCl'e'Itse the fo()(l ~ltll­
ply o1' the -country the rnrnrer Js -entit1ed to 'COnsiilera.tlnn. This 
action is unprecedente~ ·of course, but ;ve <mght 'to give "it fair 
ronstc1erntion. 

I ;Me1d the tE'mamct{'r Of my time to the -gentleman from 
Sonth 'C'll'r·ollna ll\ll'. T.EY'ER~.. . . 

1\Ir. L'E:VEn. · l\11·. R'Pe<l~el·. l: 'tMnlt l't 'trnn-e~e~snry 'f()r me to 
say thR.t under orclimtr·y <'il'C'UruMnnC'e~ 1 W()lllcl he -th~ ln!'it ,nan 
in tl'lis bo<l..v t() sn:ppol't n TWO'(losit'ion o'f ll'is kind. l rP<·o;mize 
that lt is 'C'al'tyin~ pute·rua1iSir'l ·nhno~t "tn the 'hrPa'k·in~ point. 
t~nd I am not a ~ttei·nalist in my poliUrnl or t-conomic ~e'~ . 
But our ~untry .is at ,v-ar~ and In The su('ces~fnl rn-o~eC'"DtiHn uf 
tl11!'\ war brentl is proving itself to hE> as lmpottarft m;; c·annon, 
·munitions. bullet~. nnd the lTke. {Applm-r,:;:e.1 \Ve <'an not nff-ol'cl, 
becm: e <>f .1ny squeami~lme s. to take the ·rlsk -of :re1ludn~ the 
b'rea<l supply of this ·r-:ntion. \VhPn 1 say the bt~ad SUpply -J: 
lw.ve in mincl e. pocia·n:r the W'he..'lt-'h"rend 'f-lt1pply. 

Mr. I..Al'"<:LEY. Doe. the ~entlemun 'b~li~-e---
~Ir. LEVER. I can not yield. It -cnme to t'he att 'ntion flf the 

CommittP.e 4ll1 Agri<."Olture thnl in eel'tnin 'S('ction!'l of the Pnited 
States, notably in North Da"Jrota, Sonth llnlt()tn~ pm'tions nf 
Montana nn•t Mtnne~ ota.. the so-call eel :spring-wheat n-rt•a ()f tlle 
United SGites, they hn<l suft'er~d clnrin;! the In~ yf'ur from a 
-ratb~r ·severe <11'ougbt. lt W-tl"S argued to the·committt>e wrth ~rent 
torce that in e-ertain SP<1ions Df that country muny homesteaclet·s 
werP without mean!': to huy \vhent seed. It wns arg-ued tbnt w1'tb 
proper encourut!enwnt from the Government. '''itb n suflkient 
amount of s-ee<l for the pur"Po. e, the sprin~-wh€'"!1't uerengE> ·of ll1e 
United 'States eould he ~ncrea~ three or 'three nml tme.-hnlf 
1nillion ·acJ~es om·tng th(' 1938 crop :yent·. If :the ~:ielc1 'from th:tt 
acreage should be norwal, it would -add ·a·n!V''Ihel"e fro:m 30;000,000 
to 40.()()(),DOO b11Shf'ls of wheat to ·t'he wh~Ht supply of this 
cmmtry. -"Thut -amount may bP critical. I 'hav~ been ·vPl"Y mllf'b 
encourag-ed at the snwing of winter wbent. '1.,.he tigul'es :-:how 
that w~ huve in i1h·ea<f~ t1ne o.f tlw laTgeSt c-to})S of 'Winter WllMt 
that has ever been ROW'n in thi~; coun'tf'y. ·Fo.r quitE> n little wh'i1~ 
the report..:; a..c::: w the f!"on(lition -of the :vinter 'Wheat were nny­
'th'in_g but etlfQUI'3..t;ing. l am very "happy 't() le11 the Rou. e tluit 
l'eports ·eceiVed within th(> paRt few <lays 'from re1inbte ~nutc·es 
convince me that th"et:e '-is 110tl1in~ 'tn tbe -situ11t1on rrt th·i's tin!(!, 
so far as th~ .winter vheAt is conret•ned, t{) give us ~ tlY -n hwm. 
On the contrary, the situation is qulte encouraging . . If we should 
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- have a normal production of wheat from the winter-wheat area, 

we should increase the amount of wheat in this country during 
this crop year. -But we can not afford to take any chances. 
We ought, if possible, to sow this year in spring wheat not less 
than 23,000,000 acres. If we can do that and no unfortunate 
accidents happen because of unfavorable weather, or something 
of that kind, we should be able to harvest in the neighborhood 
of a billion bushels of wheat this year. We shall neecl between 
850,000.000 and 900,000,000 bushels of wheat if we are to supply 
our own civilian population, our armies, and the armies and 
navies of our allies, and the civilian population of our allies. If 
there is any one thing that this country can not·afford to neglect, 
if there is any one thing that this Congress can not affDrd to 
neglect, if there is any one thing the overlooking of which would 
be fatal to the successful prosecution of this war, it is the propo­
sition of wheat bread. 

You say, "Why wheat bread?" For the reason that wheat 
:flour is practically the only material out of which you can make 
Army bread. You say, "Why not feed our allies with corn 
bread? " The answer is that probably 99 per cent of the bread 
consumed by our allies is baked in bakeries. l\fore than that, the 
populations of our allies know nothing of corn bread. They have 
never been taught to use it. They are a · w)leat-bread-eating 
people, and we have go.t to recognize that if we want to deal 
with the situation inteUigently. 

There is another proposition in this bill which I think ought 
to challenge the attention of this Congress. As chairman of the 
Committee on Agriculture I hav~ · received complaint after 
complaint about the farm-labor situation throughout the coun­
try, regardless of section or location. I presume every l\fember 
of Congress has received these complaints. I confess that I 
have no patent upon the solution of that problem. I think the 
Government is doing something that is going to help the si-tua­
tion . omewhat. We are providing in this bill a fund of $2,500,-
000 in the hope that the Department of Agriculture may find 
some way out of this difficult labor situation. [Applause.] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman's time has expired. All time 
has expired. The question is on the resolution. 

The question being taken, on a division (demanded by 1\Ir. 
WALSH), there were:-ayes 97, noes 15. · 

1\Ir. WALSH. l\fr. Speaker, I make the point of order that 
there is no quorum present. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts makes 
the point of order that there is no quorum present. Evidently 
there is not. The Doorkeeper will lock the doors, the Sergeant 
at Arms will notify the absentees, and the Clerk will call the 
roll. 

The question was taken; and there were-yeas, 279, nays 40, 
not voting 112, as follows : 

Alexander 
Ashbrook 
Aswell 
Austin 
Ayres 
Bacharach 
Baer 
Bankhead 
Barkley 
Barnhart 
Beakes 
Bell 
Beshlin 
Bland 
Blanton 
Booher 
llowers 
Brand 
Britten 
Brodbeck 
Browne 
Browning 
Burnett 
Burroughs 
But!er 
Byrnes, S. C. 
Byrns, Tenn. 
Campbell, Pa. 
Candler, Miss. 
Can trill 
Caraway 
Carlin . 
Carter, Mass. 
Carter, Okla. 

·cary 
Chandler, Okla. 
Cburch 
Clarlr, Fla. 
Clark. Pa. 

· Claypool 
Cleary 
Coady 
Collier 
Connelly. Kans. 

. Cooper, Wis. 
Cox 

YEA.S-279. 
Crago 
Cramton 
Crisp 
Crosser 
Currie, Mich. 
Dale, N.Y. 
Dallinger 
Darrow 
Davis 
Decker 
Delaney 
Dempsey 
Denison 
Dent 
Dewalt 
Dickinson 
Dill 
Dillon 
Dominlck 
Donovan 
Dooling 
Doolittle 
Dough ton 
Dowell 
Drane 
Dupre 
Dyer 
Eagan 
Eagle 
F.dmonds 
Elliott 
Emerson 
Esch 
Evans 
I1'airchild, G. W. 
Fairfield 
Farr 
Fields 
Fisher 
Focht 
Fordney 
Foster 
Francis 
Frear 
Freeman 
French 

Fuller, Ill. 
Garland 
Glynn 
Godwin, N. C. 
Graham, Ill. 
Gray, Ala. 
Gray, N.J. 
Gregg 
Hadley 
Hamilton, Mich. 
Hamlin 
Hardy 
Harrison, Va. 
Haskell 
Hastings 
Haugen 
Hawley 
Hayden 
Heaton 
Heflin 
Helm ­
Helvering 
Hensley 
Hicks 
Hilliard 
Holland 
Hood 
Houston 

/Howard 
Huddleston 
Hull, Tenn. 
Hutchinson 
Igoe 
Ireland 
Jacoway 
James 
Johnson, Ky. 
Johnson, Wash. 
J"ones, Tex. 
J"uul 
Kearns 
Keating 
Kelly, Pa. 
Kennedy, Io,va 
Kettner 
Kiess, Pa. 

King 
Kinkaid 
Knutson 
Kraus 
Kreider 
La Follette 
Langley 
Larsen 
Lea, Cal. 
Lehlbach 
Lever 
Little 
London 
Longworth 
Lufkin 
Lundeen 
Lunn 
McAndrews 
McArthur 
McCormick 
McFadden 
McKenzie 
McKeown 
McLaughlin, Mich. 
McLaughlin, Pa. 
McLemore 
Madden 
Magee 
Maher 
Mansfield 
Mapes 
Martin 
Mason 
Mays 
Mondell 
Montague 
Moon 
Morgan 
Morin 
Neely 
Nel'on 
Nicholls, S. C. 
Nichols, Mich. 
Nolan 
Norton 
Oldfield 

Oliver, Ala. 
Oliver, N.Y. 
Olney 
Osborne 
O'Shaunessy 
Overstreet 
Padgett 
Park 
Polk 
Pou 
Pratt 
Purnell 
Quin 
Raker 
Ramsey 
Ramseyer 
Randall 
Rankin 
Reavis 
Reed 
Ro-bbins 
Robinson 
Rodenberg 
Romjue 

Almon 
Anthony 
Black 
Buchanan 
Cannon 
Connally, Tex. 
Dale, Vt. 
Elston 
Fuller, Mass. 
Gallagher 

Rose 
Rowe 
Hubey 
Rucker 
Russell 
Sanders, Ind. 
Sanders, La. 
Sanford 
Scott, Iowa 
Scott, Mich. 
Sears 
Sells 
Shackleford 
Sha lien berger 
Shouse 
Sims 
Sinnott 
Slayden 
Slemp 
Sloan 
Small 
Smith, Idaho 
Smith, Mich. 
Snell 

Snook 
Steagali 
Stedman 
Steenersou 
Stephens, Nebr. 
Sterling, Ill. 
Stiness 
Sumners 
Sweet 
Swift 
Switzer 
Tague 
Talbott 
Taylor, Ark. 
Taylor, Colo. 
Temple 
Thompson 
Tillman 
Timberlake 
Towner 
Vare 
Venable 
Vestal 
Vinson 

NAYS-40. 
Gallivan 
Garner 
Garrett, Tenn. 
Gillett 
Gordon 
Greene, Mass. 
Greene, Vt. 
Husted 
Kincheloe 
Lesher 

Merritt 
Moores, Ind. 

~!~~~r. N.J. 
Phelan 
Platt 
Ragsdale 
Rayburn 
Riordan 
Rogers 

NOT VOTING-112. 
Anderson Foss Key, Ohio 
Blackmon Gandy Kitchin 
Borland Gard LaGuardia 
Brumbaugh Garrett, Tex. Lazaro 
Caldwell Glass Lee, Ga. 
Campbell, Kans. Good Lenroot 
Carew Goodall Linthicum 
Chandler, N.Y. Goodwin, Ark. Littlepage 
Classon Gould Lobeck 
Cooper, Ohio Graham, Pa. Lonergan 
Cooper, W.Va. Green, Iowa McClintic 
CCoopstleeyl·o Griest McCulloch 

I: Gri1Iin McKinley 
Cuiry, Cal. Hamill Mann 
Davidson Hamilton, N. Y. Meeker 
Denton Harrison, Miss. Miller, Minn. 
Dies Hayes Miller, Wash. 
Dixon Heintz Moore, l'a. 
Doremus Hersey Mott 
Drukker Hollingsworth Mudd 
Dunn Hull, Iowa - Overmyer 
Ellsworth Humphreys Pitrker, N.Y. 
Estopinal Johnson, S. Dak. Peters 
Fairchild, B. L. Jones, Va. Porter 
Ferris Kahn Powers 
Fess Kehoe Price 
Flood Kelley, Mich. Rainey 
Flynn Kennedy, R. T. Roberts 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

Volstead 
Waldow 
Walker 
Walton 
Wason 
Watkins 
Watson, Pa. 
Watson, Va. 
Weaver 
W.elllng 
Whaley 
Wheeler 
White, Ohio 
Wilson, Ill. 
Wilson, La. 
Wilson, Tex. 
Wingo 
Winslow 
Wise 
Woods, Iowa 
·woodyard . 
Young, N.Dak. 
Zihlman · 

Sa bath 
Sherley 
Sisson 
Stafford 
Stephe1''• Miss. 
Tilson 
Treadway 
Walsh 
Wright 
Young, Tex. 

Rouse 
Rowland 
Sanders, N. Y. 
Saunders, Va. 
Schall 
Scott, Pa. 
Scully 
Sherwood 
Siegel 
Smith, C. B. 
Smith, T. F. 
Sn~der 
Steele 
Sterling, Pa. 
Stevenson 
Strong 
Sullivan 
Templeton 
Thomas 
Tinkham 
Van Dyke 
Voigt 
Ward 
Webb 
Welty 
White, Me. 
Williams · 
Wood, Ind. 

The Clerk announced the following additional pairs: 
l\fr. ROUSE with Mr. McKINLEY. 
l\fr. BRUMBAUGH with 1\:lr. GRIEST. 
Mr. CAREW with Mr. PETERS. 
Mr. GRIFFIN with Mr. SIEGEr~. 
Mr. HAMILL with Mr. CoPLEY. 

· Mr. LAZARO with Mr. COSTELLO. 
Mr. Dn::oN with Mr. DUNN. 
Mr. DOREMUS with Mr. Foss. 
Mr. F-ERRIS with Mr. GREEN of Iowa. 
Mr. GARRETT of Texas with Mr. HAMILTO~ of New York. 
Mr. GooDWIN of Arkansas witl1 Mr. KELLEY of Michigan. 
Mr. HUMPHREYS with 1\fr. MEEKER. 
Mr. JoNES of Virginia with Mr. MuDD. 
Mr. LOBECK with l\fr. PARKER of New York. 
l\fr. McCLINTIO with Mr. PORTER. 
Mr. RAINEY with l\fr. SNYDER. 
Mr. SAu mERs of Virginia with Mr. STRONG. 

-Mr. SHERWOOD with Mr. VoroT. 
1\Ir. WEBB with :Mr. WHITE of Maine. 
l\fr. WELTY with Mr. WOOD of Indiana. 
Mr. STEEJ.E with l\fr. STEVENSON. 
Mr. LANGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I voted "nay" on the first­

call of the roll, but I understand the bill is to be broadened so 
as to make it more equitable, and I want to change my vote 
from "nay" to "yea." . 

The result of the vote was announced, as above record'ed. 
A quorum being present, the doors were opened. 
The SPEAKER. The House will automatically resolve itself 

into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, 
and the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Pou] will take the 
chair. 

Accordingly the House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for the consideration of 
the bill H. R. 7795, with Mr. Pou in the chair. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The House i!'; in Committee of the Whole 
House on the ~tnte of the Union for the consi(leration of the 
substitute for House bill 77"95. which the Clerk will report by 
titlP.. 

The Clerk rend ns fo11o~: 
A bill (H. R. 7795) to provide for the national security antl d!>f('nse 

and further to as. m·p nn adequate supply of food, by authorizing th ... 
Secr~>tat·y of Agriculture to routract with furnu•rs in certain an•as for 
the production - of grain throu!!h adva nc s. loans, and oth<>l'wis~ noll 
by provitling for the volunt!u-y mobilization of farm labor, and for 
oth~>r pm·poses. 

1\lr. LEVER ·J\Ir. Chnirman, I fl!';k unanimous con ent to 
dLpense with the fir t reading of the hill. 

The CHAIR~IAN. The gentlemnn from South Carolina asks 
unanimous cnnsent to (1i~pense with the fit-st realling of the bill. 
Is there objection? [After a pause.] The Chair hears rtone. 

~Jr. LEVER. l\It·. Chnirmnn. I yield 10 minutes to the gen­
tleman from l\lissouri [1\lr. llUBEY]. 

l\Ir. RAl\ILIN. l\Ir. Chnirm:tn, the ~entleman from Missouri 
reported the bill and is in a position to advise the Hou~e what 
lt contains. and I nsk for order. 

The Cl-L-\IRl\Lt\1'\J. The connnitteP will be in order. 
Mr. HUBEY. l\1r. Chairman :mel gentlemen of the committee, 

this hill which is reported to ~·ou to-day from the Committee on 
Agricultm·e has lutd Yery enr'llest nnd setious consi<lerntlon by 
thnt committP<'. -It mi~bt unt be out of place for just n moment 
if I were to gi,·e .:rou ~ome of its histor~·. It was first t-eferretl 
to a subcommittee. Thnt subcommittee W{>{lt over it \'ery ~lfe­
fully. re,·i ed it, rewrote it. nn<l repot·tecl it hack to the full 
committee. Even then the full committee wns not RntisfiE'(l. The 
bill ,~·ent to another subeommittee, was agnin rewritten nnrt re­
draftetl from the beginning- to end. con. ider('(l from e,·ery ,·1ew­
point, :md that subcommittee- reportPd tbp bill to the Committee 
on AgTicultnre. :md the Commlttee on Agri<'uJture {ll't>Sents this 
bill wbicb is before ~-ou to--day. In that <'Onnection permit me 
to say thnt wP hnd exte'l~h·e henring. in 1·egnrd to the . ubjeet 
matter eontainerl in the bill There came before our committee 
a number of gentlemen from the Korthwest and from othet~ SPc­
tions of the c·otmtry \\'ho pre!';entell to us the fncts nncl needs 
of tlle communities to \Yhich this bill nppTies. Now, .I wnnt to 
cnll yom· attentio_n to the further fnct thnt this bill pt·esented 
here to-day is a worknhlP men!';ut'P. I w:mt to cnll your nttPn­
tion to the fnct thnt thiR hill has the :1pproval of the Rec1-etary 
of Agriculture. .notwithstnnding the !';tntement ns macle npon the 
flom· of th{' HoU!i<{' to-clay thnt the Re<>retnry of Agt·iC'ultnre Is 
opposed to this measure. He Is not oppo ed to it; he is in favor 
of the proposition. I bold in my hand a letter from the Assist­
ant Recretary to the RP<'retary of Agriculture. The Recretary 
of Agriculture wns cnllecJ a\~UY nhout the time thi!'; hill wa.<ll re­
ported. HP ·"·as ntten(ling n seriPs of "'llr <'onferPnre!';. whi<'h 
wer{' being held fn tlw Routh nncler the nu~pires of the Commit­
tee on Puhlic InformMion. I hnw here n Jetter from the Assi~t­
nnt Secretary to Mr. Houston from whieh I want to quote ju~t 
a few words. I will not take up the tim{' of the committee to 
quote It all. The As<::istnnt Ret•J-etnry. Mt". Hnrt'i!';on, snys: 

I have called his attentlon to the bill (B. R. 7795) wblcb wns r~>­
port~>d fa,·orably by tbe Committee- 0'1 Agriculture on :\IaN.'b • 1 have 
received word from him thnt be bell~>ve. the plan p1·opoRPd would b1> 
workable, and that he fa vo1·s the new measure and urg~>s its Immediate 
passage. 

Nmv-, I nm quotfn~ from the Secretary of Agriculture. and 
thnt is where be stnncls upon tbis _propo~ition. I will here in­
sert the correspondence for tbe informntion of the Hou~: 

TilE SECRETARY OF' AGRlCUL'rURFJ, 
Washington. Man~h t!O, 1918. 

DEAR Gov. RUBEY: I take pl~>a!'nre In S('nfling you bN·Pwith a copy 
of a letter which I have just written to Ur. LEVE-ll regarding H. R. 7795. 

Very truly, yours, 

Hon. THOYAS L. RmrF.lY, 
llouse ot l~epr.esentatives. 

F. R. H.umtsON, 
Assi tant to the Scoretary. 

~ MATICH 20. 1018. 
DEAR :Mn. LEVER: As you know, when the Secretary recently np­

Jleared bpfore the Comm1tte<> on Agriculture be tated that he would 
b~ sympathetic wHh any plan that could be devised and operated on 
a busini's: basis for as.·i:;;tln!;1 farmers in the spring-wlw:1t lll'~>as who 
are unable to secure C"edlt tor the pur"bal:ie of seed. The Secretary, 
liS you know. Is attending a eries of wH conferPnet•s which are being 
held in the South under the auspices of the Committee on Public In­
formation. I have called his att1 ntion to tbP bUI 1 H. R. 7795) whlt-b 
was l'e.ported favot·nbly by the Committee on Agriculnre on Mnreb 8, 
and T have recri-.ed woJ-d from him that be belif;'ve the plan p1·oposed 
would be wo• k:~ble, and also that be favor tbt> new measUJ·e and urges 
Its immediate pn · sag~.>. Of course. if the bill Is to be passed, it should 
be pa ed immt>diately. On aecount of the lateness of the season it Is 
1mpossib1(' to say just bow much monpy can be advantageously utilized. 
in, carrying out the pt·ov1slons of the biJI or to what extent relief can 
be furnished. It ('ems desirable, howeVt.'l', to provide the full amount, 
especially in view oi the fact that whatever is not required will t·emaio 

· in the 'l'r~asury. 
Very .truly, yours. (Signed) F. R. BAnnrsoY, 

. · ·.assfstant to tlHJ Becretary4 
Hon. A. F. LEVER, 

House of RepresentativeB. 

Here is another thing: It has been stnted upon the floor of 
this House that this bill is uot workable~ that If we pass it, 
it can not be put into effect. Let me sny to you that the 
Department of Agriculture is getting ready to put this bill into 
operation~ It has made an inve. tigation of the Rtate laws 
between tenants and lanclownet·s in every State to which this 
bill is applicable. All the blank!;-the blank forms and agree­
ments and e~erytbing -Of tbat • ort wbich will be" ~e<t wh(:>n this 
bill goes into operation-are being formul·nted. ami the Depart­
ment ot Agriculture will be rencly to put this mea:'lm·e into 
operation immediately; ju!';t ns non us it pu .. es thi~:~: Hou:e and 
the Senate and . becomes a lnw. r· m11ke tha.t ~tatement now 
to show you that the Deparbnent of Agri.culture wants this 
mea ure and is getting ready to put i1 into operation. If you 
pa~ it and give tbe opportunity it will' be put into operation 
at once. In every State in the northwest <.:ountry we hu\'e the 
agents of the Department of Agricu1ture unci we have the 
boards of national defen. e; we have tbe banks~. and this bill 
provides that tlwy mny utilize both tbe State aml the National 
bankl to. get the information in order tO' put thls measure into 
operation. 

l\lr. HAMLIN. Will the gentleman yield right there? 
l\Ir. RUBEY. I will. 
l\tr. HAMLL~. 'Viii the gentleman explatn to the conunittee 

this: This morning some gentleman raise<l the question tbat this 
bill apulied only to the spring-wheat a.reu of tlte country. \'nll 
the gentleman tell the committee why blsc committee limited it 
to that area? . 

l\11·. UUBEY. As every l\Iember of thf~ House ~t know. we 
can not always grant what each imtividual 1\lelllher ' ants. 
There were some membet·s of that committee---1 wns one of 
them-who wanted it extended to the entire country .. but a ma­
jority of the committee in its wisdom ronfine(J, it to the spriug­
wheat arE'-a for the renson that that was too only part of the 
country that we could reach at tbis late day. 

1\lr. 1\IcKE~ZIE. Will the gentlemuDJ l'iel<l foi u question? 
Mr. RUBEY. I will. _ 
l\Ir. ·McKENZIE. The gentleman stated th~ pur~e of this 

bill was to ~row whPat so we <."ould feed om: lllli('S. wlth wheut 
bread. Now. if that is true .. why are oats and barLey included 
in this bi11? 

l\lr. RUBEY. For this reason. we want to raise all the food­
stuff we can. We want to 1·ai e everyt)ling that will help ln 
rai~ing food tuff that is possible. ancl we ar(>- tohl that there is 
some land in that S{>{'tion of the country wber they <."an raise 
barley. som~ laud where they cuu ruise oats. new ~round where 
they can raise oats the first year unci where you ('RD not ruise 
wt.eat the firLt year. That is the rearon we were willing to 
extend the provision so that w~ could raise ull the _foodstuff u.nd 
feed possible. 

l\Ir. LANGLEY. Will the gentleman yield for n question? 
The gentlem~ln re:rard~ rorn tm ... ad as gootl' food, and there is 
plenty of time yet to plant corn? 
- 1\lr. 1\IcKE~ZIE. I do not like to take the gentleman's 
time--

1\lr. RUBEY. I will have· to answer one at a time; I can not 
an.<::wer both at once. 

l\lr. LANGLEY. I beg the gentleman's pardon; I thought he 
bad finished. 

1\lr. McKENZIE. I do not want to take th~ gentleman·!'; time, 
but it strikes me, knowing ._omething about f:u·ming, that if 
the Gove-mment is to furnis.b seecl for wheut alone tlwt the 
farmer will be induced, perhaps, to sow whent instead of oa~ 
or barley. 

1\lr. RUBEY. Thnt que!';tfon can be dt <'U.c;;l"ed, I will say to 
the gentleman. better b;\' tbo~e \Tho come from that section ot 
the country and who will spea~ for it and posslbly answer tbut 
queRtion better th11n I c-an. ' 

Mr. KINCHELOE. Will the gentleman yield right there? 
l\l.r. RUBEY. For a question. 
l\1r. KINCHELOE. Of coui·se. the gentleman knows that 

corn is as mueh a sub~titute fot· wheat a. burley. Now. in the 
great corn belt of the eountry. by reason of the prf'rnature 
froRts of last year, seed corn thnt is gond is selling at $20 n 
bushel. 'Vhy did not the committee include corn as well as 
barley? 

1\lr. RUBEY. I answered the que!';tion when I gtntecl a mo­
ment ago that the committee deC'i(le<.l after- mature tleliheratlon 
that the best thing to do in Ol'(ler to get the bill througb this 
Bouse and get it through qui<-kly was to bring in a bill thut 
\Yould apply to the spring_,,;heat aren, and fu1· the further rea­
son that we want the wheat to feed tb~ ~hliers. 

It bas been tnt('(l her{' ttHlny that thi. bill is unrJrececlented. 
tbnt this matter of furui~llin~ sped to the farmer~ On (•redit. and 
so forth, is SQmetbing thu t wP ha ye neve1• done hefnre. I want 
to say to the gentlemen of this House, and 1i you will think for 
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a moment you will remember it, that we pa · ed through ·this 
Hou<::c last May the bill H. n. 4188-I think it was the latter 
part of' l\1ay-known as the food-sur\"'ey bill to assist and ·stimu­
late production. That bill had in it a provision appropriating 
se•eral mil1ion dollars and authorizing the Secretary of Agri­
culture to furni h seed corn, seed \Theat, and every kind of Se(>(l 
for tl.le farmer, and as that bill passed this House it contained 
a provision in it that this eed should be furnished to the 
farmers on credit. That bill was \Oted upon by you gentlemen 
here on the floor of this House. I do not know how many Yoted 
for it or how many •oted a~ainst it, but it passed this Honse 
about the 25th of May last year. 

The CHAIR1\IAN. The time of the gentleman from Missouri 
has expired. 

Mr. RUBEY. I will take five minutes more. I haT.e control 
of the time in the .absence of the ,gentleman from South Caro­
lina [1\.fr. LEVER]. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. Chairman--
1\Ir. RUBEY. I can not yield. I have only fi\e minutes, and 

I \\·ant to call your attention to the provisions of that- bill. 
The bill to which I have referred anti which was passed last 
May appropriated several million do1lars, and the Secretary 
of A.griculture wus authorized to purchase, grow. or to other­
wise secure such seec'l, and store them and. furnish them by 
sale to farmers on credit or on other terms at cost, including 
the expense of packing and transportation. Now, this House 

· voted for that proposition. This House ~aid to the people of 
this country that we were going to furnish the farmers of the 
country seed, and were going to furnish them seed on credit, 
and that is what we are a king you to do to-day. In tllis hour, 
when we need to produce ·wheat -and. other crops, we come here 
and ask that the Congress of the United States do everything 
in its power to see that every acre of land is put into cultiva­
tion. to see to it that the farmers produce just as much as pos­
sible. to the end that we may have the foodstuff necessary for 
our armies ana to carry on this war. 

I must not take further time. Mr. Chairman; there are other 
Members of the House w.ho desire to speak, but I want to 
urJ;e upon the membership of this House that they vote for 
this bill for another reason. The seeond section of this bill 
appropriates $2.500,000 to help out the fann-labor situation, 
and we all know that the question of farm labor is the most 
serious one confronting our farmers to-day. Let us pass this 
bill to-day. and enable the Secretary of Agriculture, in cooper­
ation with the Secretary of Labor, to mobilize the farm labor 
of this country, transport it to the places where it is neetied, 
and gh·e the farmers relief along that line. I am sure this is 
something in which we all are very deeply interested. [Ap­
plause.] 

Mr. HAUGEN. Mr. Chairmn.n, as has been stated, the bill 
carries $7,500,000 for the purchase and distribution of seed, 
$2,500,000 for voluntary mobilization of farm labor. I believe 
we an agree that there is need for foodstuffs, especially wheat. 
We had a short crop of wheat last year, probably less than 
000,000,000 bushels, and when we consider the world's limited 
shipping facilities and lo s and danger from the black rust antl 
drought, it is up to us to encourage this production. We are 
expected to supply a lar"'e portion of the world with foodstuffs, 
and there is urgent need of increasing production. I tTnst that 
this bill will pass and that we may get through with it this 
aftei·noon. 

1\Ir. HAMLIN. Will the gentleman yield rlght there? 
Mr. HAUGEN. Yes. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Does not the gentleman think that the com­

mittee has been Yery generous in providing for the expense of 
the mobilization of farm labor $2,500,000? 

Mr. 'HAUGEN. I think we all appreciate that if we are 
going to increase the production it is necessary to provide the 
farmers with farm labor. 

Mr. HAMLIN. You are not going to pay these ln.borers for 
their work? 

Mr. HAUGEN. We are going to pay the transportation and 
whatever expenses the Secretary may determine. 

1\ir. HAMLIN. The gentleman does not think it will take 
$2,000,000, or even one-tenth part of it, to pay the transporta­
tion, does he? 

Mr. HAUGEN. That depends on how extensively the Secre­
tary goes into the scheme. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I think $2,500,000 would pay· about all the 
farm laborers in the wheat-growing sections of the ·country. 

1\.fr. HAUGEN. If $2,500,000 is not needed, it will not be 
expended. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. ·will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. HAUGEN. Yes. 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Is not there enough wheat in the spring­

wheat States for seed purposes that may be purchased 1 

Mr. RA.UGEN; There is possibly plenty of wheat. There is 
no question about that; that is, for seeti, but there is a qu~tion 
whether we ·will have enough wheat for seed and food, too. We 
may have to substitute other cereals for the wheat. 

Now, as to the wheat situation, it is this: Our yielti for 1917 
was probably less than 600,000,000 bm;hels, thou"h the depart­
ment estimated 668,000,000 bushels. Compare that with the 
yield for 1915-1,025,801,000 bushels-and you will see the 
sh{)rtage. . 

Mr. ALEXANDER. I thou~ht the committee had in\estigated 
and found that the farmers could get seed wheat, but they could 
not get credit through the banks to purchase the wheat. 

Mr. HAUGEN. The purpose of this bill is to supply the horpe­
steaders and other people in the spring-wheat area, who haYe 
not money to purchase their wheat. There are oilier sections in 
this country where there is as much need of seeti as in that 
section of the country, but they hnYe- money and credit, and do 
not need this legislation. ·what we are now trying to do is to 
supply the people without seed and without credit. We propose 
to take chances in loaning this small amount to the farmer in 
that section of the country where crops are uncertain. In other 
words, if he will take the chances on plantin~ and. harve ting, 
we propose to take a chance on loaning him the money to buy 
seed with up to the amount of $450. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. I think where those conditions exist we 
can well afford to do so. The other day we appropriated. $50,-
000,000 to house the workmen in om shipbuilding plants. The 
laboring men of this country must be feti, anti their Representa­
tives on this floor can well afford to appropriate this money to 
provide the food with which to feed them. 

Mr. H.A.UGEN. It is but a drop in the bucket compared. with 
the total annual appropriation. 

I yield five minutes to the gentleman from North D::tkota [lli. 
YOUNG]. 

Mr. YOUNG of North Dakota. l\fr. Chairman, while the .roll 
ealls indicate that there is some opposition to this bill, up to this 
time only two gentlemen have spoken against it. The gentleman 
from Texas [Air. YouNG] oppo es it on principle, be1!1luse it is 
proposed to sell seed on time ; but if I am not mistaken, he voted 
last year for the bill H. R. 4188, which passed this House, au­
thOiizing the Secretary of Agriculture to sell millions of dollars' 
worth of seed. on time. And. on this side I am glad to see that 
there is only one gentleman who has talked against it, the gen­
tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. STAFFORD], anti he happens to be a 
gentleman who dOP..-S not know from what direction the Chinook 
winds come. He seems to be obsessed with the idea that the 
Chinook winds come from the south; while everybody knows, at 
least tho e in the West know, that they come from the west. 
They get the name because there is a tribe of Chinook Indians 
near the mouth of the Columbia River, and the warm winds . 
come east along the river. Again, these winds come in the win­
ter, and not in the summer, as the gentleman seems to think. 

The gentleman from Wisconsin [l\1r. STAFFORD] also claims 
that this bill is without precedent. It is the first time, so he 
says, that the Government bas ever undertaken to loan money 
to farmers for seed or otherwise. The State of South Dakota, 
or at least the Territory before it became a State, passed such 
a law something like 35 years ago, and did busine s under it. 
The State of North Dakota has a law that is over a quarter of 
a ce.ntury old under which seed has at different times been sold 
to the farmers under terms similar to those proposed in this bill. 
The State Safety Commission in Michigan has purchased, as I 
understand it, a couple of million dollars' worth of farm ma­
chinery to sell to the farmers on time this very year, and the 
corresponding commission in the State of Wisconsin is spending 
a ln.rge sum of money to sell various kinds of farm machinery 
to the farmers on time. 

A year ago we passed in this House what is known as the bill 
H. R. 4188, which authorized the Secretary of Agriculture to 
purchase, grow, or otherwise procure seed grain, to store same, 
and to furnish same by sale to farmers on credit 

Now, we passed that bill in tlll.s House last year. It was 
changed in the Senate to read "for cash"; but, so far as this 
House is concerned-.- · 

Mr. MORGAN. 1\lr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield'! 
:M:r. YOUNG of North Dakota. No; I regret-to say I can not 

yield, because my time is so limited. · 
Th~ CHAlllMAN. The gentleman ticdines to yield. 
1\lr. YOUNG of North Dakota. But, so fur as this House is 

concerned, we went on record for the bill authorizing the Secre­
tary to sell seed on time. 

Another objection raised is to the inclusion in this bill of 
oats. In the State of Montana it is known that many of tl.le 
farmers will want to raise a crop on new breaking. Wheat will 
not grow on new breaking, but oats will, and it is better to have 
oats grow on the land than no crop at all. Besides, it will gat 
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the virgin sod ready for a wheat crop in 1919; and it is not in~ 
conceivable that this war will continue throughout next year. 
Prairie land seeded in oats this year will be ready next year for 
seeding to wheat. . 
· I was glad to hear the statement of the gentleman from Mis­
souri [Mr. RunEY] to the effect that the Secretary of Agricul­
ture, who has heretofore withheld his approval, has decided to 
indorse this bill. The Food Administrator, Mr. Hoover, is 
strongly in favor of it. He indorsed it before the committee 
and he has indorsed it since, and he has called attention to the 
very great need foi· its passage in order to increase food produc­
tion. 

The food-conserYation campaign of 1\11·. HooYer has been a 
great succes , but that does no_t remoYe the necessity for 
increased food production. 1\Ie. · HooYer was himself one of 
the first to point out that fact. " 7hen Roumania fell into the 
·bands of the central powers they captured 1,400,000 tons of 
cereal grains, and it is believed that \ery large quantities of 
foodstuffs have come into the possession and conh·ol of the 
cenh·al powers from Rus ia. That is an added reason why it 
is necessary for us to increa e the food production in the 
United States. 

It is not proposed, as some think, to make a gift of the seed 
to farmers. The bill proposes to authorize the Secretary of 
Agriculture to contract with farmers to grow wheat, barley, 
or oats and advance a part of the cost in the shape of seed 
grain at a reasonable price. If the bill is passed it ·will bring 
about a substantial · increase in grain production-perhaps 
4.0,000 000 bushels-and "ill tend to reduce the cost of living. 
The labor feature of the bill will also greatly increase agricul­
tural production. Some see~ to think that we may have too 
great a production-too much wheat, too much bariey, too· much 
·oats, and so forth. Yes; and we may get too many bullets, too 
many guns, and too much ammunition if the war ends suddenly, 
which will, much of it, be little better than junk after the war 
is over. Gentlemen, it is high time to get down to business. 
Let us quit using smooth phrases such as "food will win the 

· wal'." Instead, let us say . in tones loud enough to be heard 
· all over the United States, that bread, barley, beefsteak, bacon, 

and beans will win the war, and then boost it along by pass­
ing this bill quickly and by putting it into operation without 
delay. 

If the wheat acreage is decreased this year no one should jump 
at the conclusion that it is by reason of a lack of patriotism upon 
the part of grain growers. There may be causes beyond their 
control. Some of these rea ons will be: 
· First. If this bill is not passed quickly many of them will be 

without seed. 
· Second. Many of the farmers are short of feed because of the 
high price and other reasons. This will mean that they can not 
get the usual amount of work out of their horses, their work will 
be delayed, and it will be necessary for them to seed coarse 
grains or none at all. · 

Third. The shortage of labor '"ill ha\e the same effect. It 
will retard the seeding. 

With an almost certain decrease in the wheat acreage in sight, 
is it not the part of statesmans!1ip to authorize the Secretary of 
Agriculture to contract for the growing of 3,000,000 acres of 
wheat which would otherwise grow to weeds? 

The problem of securing farm labor is causing our farmers 
much concern. They are wondering if they put in the seed 
whether they can secure help to h::u·,est the crop. Five hundred 
thousand men have gone from the farms to the Army and Navy. 
More than that many have gone from the farms into the war 
industries. \Vhile other much more ambitious schemes were 
being talked of to obtain labor for the·farms we concluded tore­
port an item in this bill of $2,500,000 to be used by the Secretary 
of Agriculture in mobilizing farm labor upon the voluntary basis. 
All the big employers of labor in the United States find it neces­
sary to furnish railway transportation to obtain and keep up 
their working forces. How can the Secretary of Agriculture 
llope to compete for men against such corporations if we do not 
arm him in the same way? 

Mr. Chairman, with the great cause of 'humanity hanging in 
the balance, with the health and even the life of our American 
public in\olved, ,ye should peed the passage of this meritorious 
bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from North 
Dakota has expired. 

Mr. YOUNG of North Dakota. · I would like to have permis-
sion to extend my remarks. , 

The CH..~IRMAN. The gentleman from North Dakota asks 
unanimous consent to extend his remarks. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 

1\fr. HAUGEN. Mr. Chairman, I yield five minutes to the 
lady from Montana. 

The CHAIRMAN. The lady from Montana is recognized for 
fi\e minutes. 

Miss llANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I wish to talk to you a few 
minutes about the condition~ in Montana; not that I wish to 
interest you in the farmers in one part of the country more 
than in another, but so that you may know the details of the 
wheat situation. 

Within the last 10 years Montana has changed from a .;.raz­
ing State to an agricultural State. But the farmers are 'itew. 
They ha\e taken up homesteads. There are still about 60.000 
farmers who are in the homestead stage. Others have just 
" proved up." The busine s men-the merchants and tlie bank­
ers-are, new. They nre not guided by an approved knowledge 
of the business integrity of their patrons, as in most other parts 
of the country; they are giving their credit on faith-faith in 
the country, and faith in the men with who~ they deal and 
faith in the possibilities of a good crop. ' 

Our farming is different from that of other sections of the 
country, in that we have not diversified farming. Wheat, alter­
nating with other grains, is the specialized Cl'Op. We have all 
the difficulties of a new country; great distances of the farms-
50 or 75 or 100 miles-froiQ the railroads. 

But in spite of the.se difficulties our production of wheat has 
been remarkable. In 1910 Montana produced 'i,OOO,OOO bu hels 
of when~; in 1911, 10,000,000 bushels; in 1912, 12,000,000 
bushels; m 1913, 20,000,000 bushels; in 1914, 18,000 000 bu hels · 
in 1915, 42,000,000 bushels. That was the banner year all ove;. 
the country. In 1916 we produced 30,000,000 bushels. Last 
year, in the drought year, we produced 18,000,000 bushels. 

These figures mean more, when they are compared with other 
States, when you realize that in 191G !\+ontana produced almost 
a third as much wheat as the State of Kansas, which is the 
largest wheat-growing State in the Union, Montana producing 
30,000,000 bushels and Kansas 98,000,000 bushels. We pro­
duced more . wheat than the State of Minnesota and more than 
the State of Pennsylvania, and almost as much as the State of 
Oklahoma. Lust year, in a , drought year-and you can see 
from the figures_given that last year was the only year we bad 
a drought-,ve produced 18,000,000, while North Dakota pro­
duced only 39,000,000 bushels. Nobody doubts that North Da­
kota is a wheat State, a State that gt·ows wheat successfully. 
Yet even in our· drought last year we produced almost half as. 
much wheat as North Dakota, and more than the State of Michi­
gan, and more than the State of Virginia, and more than the 
State of Texas. · 

Last year the farmers all over the State wanted to put in war 
crops. They borrowed money far beyond what their judgment 
dictated. The bankers and the stores gave credit, more credit 
tl1an . they ever ga\e before, and then there was no crop. Now 
the bankers and the merchants can not give credit because 
they have not the credit themselves. The farmers have not 
even a title to the land. The title still belongs to the Govern­
ment . . 

The State has recognized the seriousne s of the situation. 
An extraordinary session of the legislature was called and bills 
were passed making it possible for the counties to use . 10,000 
in the purchase of seed wheat. In counties where $10,000 woulcl 
not be enough they made it possible for the counties to bonJ 
themselYes for the proper amount. In some of the counties they 
haYe already held elections. One county telegraphed me tlwt 
their returns were 934 to 30 \Otes in favor of bonding tlle 
county. 

But this bonding is only possible so long as they stay within 
the constitutional limit · of the authorized total indebtedness. 
The wheat counties are new counties and are already. bonded 
almost to their con titutional limit of indebtedne s. These 
counties can not meet the situation. They can not furnish the 
necessary amount of seed wheat e¥en by bonding to the total 
indebtedness pro\ided by the Constitution, and they mu t have 
Federal aid. . 

These counties ha Ye their land in perfect condition to plant 
the wheat, because last year they llad no crop and there was no 
h::u·vesting, and no hauling of the crop to the market. So they 
devoted their energies to putting the ground in condition for 
the spring planting. But they have no credit. There is no way 
in which they can get the credit, not even 'villi all that the 
State can do. There are about 15 of these new counties that 
need aid from the Federal Government, and they must have it 
if we are to have wheat from those counties next fall. I urge 
the passage of this bill that we may have wheat to win this war. 
[Appian e.] 

The CHAIRMAl~. The time of the lady from Montana has 
expired. 
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Mr. RUBEY. :Mr. Clmirmnn, I yield 20 minutes to the gentle­

man from Oklahoma [1\Ir. THmrPsoN] . 
1\Ir. 'l~OUPSON. lHr. Chairman, we :u·0 involved in war. 

'Vithout regard to the views we may have t'ntertained as to the 
propriety of entering the conflict, it is now b)o late to debate the 
question. As patriotic Americans, we must stand as one in 
front of the adYuncing foe. While all, I am sure, are hoping and 
praying for the dawn of the day that ''ill bring an end to the 
ugly struggle, I am wondering if the people realize the serious­
ness of the situation. 'Ve are engaged in n. mighty conflict; on 
its result depends the happiness of mankind. If the forces of 
democmcy win, this world will moYe forward '\\ith the same 
rapid stride that has witnessed its progr'?.Ss during the past 
century. The peoples of the world will !1e free to determine 
their own destiny. If ·e lose, the clock of time will be set back 
and the iron heel of military despotism will dominate for many 
troubled <·Pnturies. Our brave boys-your sons and mine, and 
the sons of our friends-are going forth to sacrifice their lives 
in the holy cause, the cause of liberty. They are willing to die 
that liberty may live. I would to God that some one mi~ht rise, 
who could speak in a voice that would :1.wuken the Nation and 
arouse it to a sense of its imperious duty. A great world 
tragec"ty is in progress beyond the sea. Congress has done its 
·duty. With practical unanimity and without political division 
it has responded instantly to every request from the President, 
and placed without restraint under his control the wealth of 
the Nation. Into his hands it has given more power than that 
hitherto posse sed by any man. If the sentinel on the watch 
tower is unable to report "All is well," the !.>lame· can not be laid 
at the door of Congress. In the future there will be no hesi· 
tancy in granting whatever authority is needed to successfully 
and vigorously prosecute the war. 

We are engaged in an undertaking that ~ill tax all our re­
sources and demand undreamed sacrifices on the part of all. 
The quicker the Nation nwakens to a realization of this dreadful 
truth the sooner we will be able to put the whole unh-appy affair 
behind us. There must be no division in our ranks now. Tl1e 
time for united and energetic action is here. This can only be 
accomplished if all clas es of our citizenship are convinced. that 
there has been no discrimination in the distribution of bnrdt>ns. 
Every person, every item of property, every dollar of wealth 
must be made to bear its just portion of th~ sacrifice. In no 
other manner can the voices of discord be hushed. Perfection 
can not be attained. but we should spare Po effort to appl~:xi­
mate it. The contribution by a citizen, safe in his home, of all 
his property is not comparable to the sacrifices of the brave lads 
who will surrender their lives in the struggle. rn the presence 
of such sacrifice it is regrettable that any of us are capable of 
thinking in terms of profit and loss. As no one is being asl{.ed 
to give all his wealth, it behooves us to see that everyone con­
tributes in the ratio of his ability. When another revenue act 
is prepared., profiteers must come through. Industries accumu­
lating vast riches from war c,ontracts m~st be made to pay. 
Eighty-five cents of eYery dollar of war pl'ofits is collected by 
Britain to pay the expen~es of her war. There is no reason 
why profiteers here should not receive the same treatment. The 
war should not be a period of profiteering. Capital should be 
given a fair return sufficient to stimulate production and main­
tain itself. The same fair profit should go to the working man 
and the farmer; all should fare alike. If this is done, all will 
be "\Yell; if not, the inequality will sooner or later plague us. 

In normal times this bill would nc. t be proposed. It is brought 
before the House with the favorable recommendation of the 
Committee on Agriculture because we are living in unusual times 
and laboring under extraordinary and unprecedented conditions. 
All admit that it is of supreme importance tJmt sufficient food 
for the armies and peoples of our own and allied countries be 
produced. In this connection I in\ite attention to the confl.ict­
ing views expressed by the Department of Agriculture and the 
Food Administration on the food situation .• 

The Secretary of Agriculture says we have an abundance of 
food to satisfy present and future needs. The Food Administra­
tion proclaims "meatless and wheatJess days," requires the use 
of flour substitutes, commands us to keep the hens, to increase 
pork production, to increase wheat production, warns us there 
is a great shortage and we and cur allies are facing starvation. 
I agree and disagree with both. There is no danger of immediate 
starvation. I am not, hmvever, so optimistic about production. 
It is idle to .boast at this time of an abundant future supply. 
It is not the part of wisdom to dodge unwelcome facts. We are 
engaged in a monstrous undertaking and should prepare for it. 
Foo<l is as indispensable for our success as bullets and men. It 
is folly to arm, equip, and send our boys across the sea without 
food. It is fooli8ll to spend billions on transports if there is no 
food to carry. It is .idle to hunt down submarines if there is 

no food to desh·oy. Food is vital. 1Vith an abundance the war 
will be won; without. the fight is lost. \Vheatless and meatless 
days and the elimination of waste will help, but will not prove 
a substitute for decrea.sed production. An abnormal demand 
can not be supplied by a normal yield. It can be satisfied only 
by supernormal production. The problem is to increase produc­
tion. The people are told food \Vill win the war. It is therefore 
pertinent to inquire. What has been <lone to insure guch supply? 

The American farmer i'3 a man· of ordinary intelligence. He 
realizt>. during these years of war every business en~aged in 
manufacturing war materials has grown enormously wealthy by 
reason of the war. ·He knows that no restrictions have been 
placed upon them. He knows what we all know, that there is 
a shortage in the food supply of the world. He knows that 
seYeral causes have contributed to this shortage; that it has come 
about in part by S{!Unt production in tile ·warring countries, but 
more largely because of lack of transportation to make available 
the yield in Australia, India, and Siberia. He h.rnows that the 
world's need presents an opportunity to reap a rich reward of 
good prices for his products. The prospect for that reward "·as 
sufficient incentive to stir the farmers of the Nation to un­
paralleled acti,-ity, and i.t had that effect. They ";ere willing 
to risk the prices they would rec£>ive for what they grew. 

1\Ir. AYRES. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. THOMPSON. I yield to the gentleman from Kansas. 
1\lr. AYRES. Is it not a fact that the wheat producer is not 

complaining so much of the fixing of the price of wheat as he 
is of the fact that the prices of other articles that enter into 
the cost of wheat producing are not fixed? 

Mr. THOl\IPSON. I think the gentleman from Kansas is ab­
solutely correct about that. 

1\Ir. AYRES. It is a fact that, the wheat producer would be 
perfectly willing to have the price of wheat fixed if the prices 
of other articles that enter into the cost of the production of 
wheat were also fixed. 

1\lr. THOMPSON. I think that is correct. So far as I knou·, 
the farmer is not complaining of the prices fixed on his prod­
ucts, but he is <'omplaining because the prices of other com­
modities have not been fixed in comparison with his prices. 

Without suggestion from him, prices have been fixed on a part 
of what the farmer gmws. but he is left to the tender mercy 
of the profiteer when he comes to purchase. Naturally" this has 
produ<'ed much complaint. and the farmer has gradually become 
con\inced that he is being treated unjustly. I am surprised 
that the Secretary of Agriculture and the Food Administration 
do not realize such feelings prevail. 'Vhether there is reason 
for it is beside the question. We are concerned about the fact. 
If such a feeling exists. it means less effort on the farmer's part 
and a correspondingly decreased yield. This should not be per­
mitted. if avoidable, in these perilous times. The farmer had 
many lean years before the war and feels that be is entitled 
to sufficient profit now to care for those losses. He knows that 
when this war ends, guaranteed prices end also, and henceforth 
his product will go on the market in competition, not only with 
the product of the world but a!. o with the unlocked supply now 
accumulating in Australia. India, and Siberia. · He feels that 
when be is producing at a profit during these war times, it is not 
fair to select his product alone and fix a price on it without 
considering his prewar losses, and the situation he will face 
after the war, when forced to compete with the hoarded surplus 
of the world. 

:Mr .. MORGAN. Will the gentleman ·_yield? 
Mr. THOMPSON. I yield to my collea~ue. 
l\lr. MORGAN. My colleague is one of the members of the 

Committee on Agriculture, perhaps tile most important com­
mittee in Congress in the interest of the farmer I know thnt 
he has b~en of great sE>rnce to the farmers not only of his own 
State but of the Nation in that capacity. Inasmucl1 as it does 
not seem fashionable for some reason to equalize the pri<'es of 
the things which the farmer has to buy, does not the gentler--:n 
in his position as n member of this committee think it would be 
proper. if we can not equalize these other prices, to raise the 
price of wheat a little? 

1\Ir. THOMPSON. As far as I am concerned, I am in favor 
of raising the p1ice of wheat to $2.50 a bushel. 

Mr. A YllES. Will the gentleman yield for another question? 
Mr. THOMPSON. Yes. 
Mr. AYRES. I will ask the gentleman if be does not think 

the price of other products ought to be fixed the f'ame as that of 
wheat. and if the price of other products is not fixed, should the 
price of wheat be fixed? 

Mr. THOMPSON. 111r. Chairman. in response to the gentl~ 
man from Kansas I will say that the farmers are not com11lain­
ing about $2 wheat. The complaint that they make is that the 
price of their procluct is fixed, while the prices of the articles 
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which they are compelled to purchase are not fixed. They are 
perfectly willing to accept any .price that is fixed on_ tl~eir 
products, if the prices of all other articles are fixed at the same 
time, but they do not think it is right to fix the price of their 
product and let the profiteer get whatever he can, according to 
the law of supply and demand on every other product. I want 
to say, Mr. Chairman, that it is not a matter of selfishness with 
the farmer, or with me, or with my colleague from Oklahoma 
[l\1r. MoRGAN], or the gentleman from Kansas [1\fr. AYRES], 
or w-ith the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. BARKLEY], who 
injected a que tion into this. debate, or with ·anybody else in this 
House. I am sure we all want to win this w-at. That is what 
we are interested in. If we win this war we must llave :l 
sufficient amount of food to supply our forces in Europe. Unless 
you take care of the farmer you will not get n sufficient amount 
of food to supply the boys who are figllting our battles on the 
front. 

l\lr. AYRES. Another question, if the gentleman will yield. 
Is it not true that consumers llave been :ulri ell to use substi­
tutes for flour, such as corn meal and other thing that ha-re 
advanced anywhere from a cent to a cent aml a half a pound 
above flour? 

1\lr. THOMPSON. A little later on in my speech. if I have 
the time, I will be glad to touch upon that, becau e they advise 
us to use corn meal, oatmeal, rye, and other substitutes. Now, 
the only man who gets any advantage in this price-fi~'ing matter 
is the man over in Europe to whom ''e loan money to buy our 
food supply. He takes our money and comes back ovee here 
and buys our wheat. The price of wheat is fixed, but the prices 
of rye, oats, barley, and other wheat substitutes are not fixell . 
Therefore the man who produces wheat in this country has got 
to go to the store and purchase these substitutes at gr~atly in­
creased prices. He does not get the benefit of this decreased 
price of wheat. 

Mr. WELLING. Will the gentleman yield for. a moment right 
there? 

Mr. THOMPSON. Yes. 
Mr. WELLING. Among the things which enter into the cost 

of wheat production are the sacks in which the wheat crop is 
carried to market 'Ihose sacks are brought f.:.·om Calcutta. 
and the price of Calcutta sacks for this year's wheat crop will 
be about 32 cents apiece. 

Mr. THOMPSON. The gentleman is absolutely right in his 
statement. The farmer in this country gets no benefit from the 
fixing of the price of wheat. That is what I am trying to im­
press in tb.cse few remarks I am making here. Now, I haYe 
got to hurry along. 

Mr. WELLING. l\lr. Chairman, I just want to say that the 
usual price of sacks is about 8 or 10 cents to the farmers of 
America. · 

l\Ir. THOMPSON. I thank the ·gentleman for the informa­
tion. Our soil is rich, our farmers are patriotic, but the soil 
will not yield unLess seeded and cultivated. Farmers are ordi­
nary men, and will seed and han·est those crops that yield the 
most profitable returns. They tell us it is wheat anct pork 
that are most needed to win the war. The question then is, 
How can their production be stimulated? The answer is easy­
make theil· production profitable. Their production must not 
only be profitable, but it must be more profitable than the pro­
duction of substitutes. One clollar and ninety cents for wheat 
and 15; cents for pork under normal conditions would enrich 
the farmers and result in increased production; not so now. 
According to the Department of Agriculture it requires 13! 
bushels of corn to produce 100 pounds of pork. Corn costs in 
my district from $1.75 to $2 per bushel. The farmers cnu not 
produce pork from this high-~riced corn except at the cost of 
bnnh'"l·uptcy. If he purchases the feed, he is loser from $8 
to $12 on e--rery hundred pounds; if he produces the corn, there 
is more profit in selling it This condition has resulted in the 
wholesale shipment and slaughter of immature hogs: and a 
totally paralyzed industry in my State. The Oklahoma Coun­
cil of National Defense has just completed a live-stock census 
and founcl seven sows to every nine farms in the State. It 
found the same alarming condition was true of other meat­
producing animals. The farmers write me the cost of feed is 
o high that they have been compelled to dispose of their herds. 

This may account for an abundance of pork now, but it does 
not indicate a futur~ supply. The farmer can not produce meat 
at the price fixed without los . If he is blessed with a bank 
account, he may engage in the pleasant pastime, but it is cer­
tain be can not operate on borrowed capital, because banks 
do not make advances to finance losing enterprises. The farm­
ers say the price on articles they purc~ase-farm machinery, 
farm wages, and supplies have .~dvanced to such a point that 
prices fixed on wheat- and pork are not profitable. They write 

me that disk harrows that sold for $21 when wheat brought 97 
cents now sell for $75; a three-and-a-quarter wagon that sold in 
i916 for $80 now costs $175 ; harness that co~t $35 then, now 
sell for $80 and $90; a 7-foot binder with fixtures cost whole­
sale f . o. b. Chicago in 1915, $120.50, now $203; a 12-foot bnr­
vester with attachments co t f. o. b. Chicago in 1915, $210, no\v 
costs . 395. In 1915 a three-bottom tractor-engine plow cost, 
wholesale, $80; the manufacturer now demands $186. 'rhe 
farmers advise me they sell their wheat at a fixed price, but 
there is no limit when they purchase the same wheat in manu·· 
factured form. I haYe investigated the matter. On January 
28 I addressed a letter to Hon. J. l\1. Aydelotte, chairman. Okl[l­
boma State Council of Defen e and chairman of the bonn.l of 
public affairs of my State, which does all the purcha ing for the 
State's actiYities, and who, prior to accepting this po ition, was 
for 25 years one of the State's most prominent an(l ncti-re 
dealers in grain and grain products, a man of high character 
and recognized ability. Here is what he . aicl: 

.Answering your favor of January 28, in reference to the focd situa­
tion and the recent food law enacted fixing the price on raw proclucts, 
wheat mainly. Kow, they can not regulate conditions wht>n tht- raw­
product price is fixed only. If the department will authot·ize the fix­
ing of the price of the fini shed product, then something can uc tlone. 
Consequently the farmers are suffering, also the consumer of foocl, as 
well as the consumer of concentrated feeds for stock. 

Dr. Brooks, the food administrator for the Sta tc of Oklahoma. has 
no jurisdiction over the milling interests. They arc selling through 
jobbers and brokers and not complying with the law; that is, a great 
many of them. The price of bran, !i'horts, and by-products of wheat 
are being sold at enormously high prices compareu to the price paid 
for whf'at. The corn pri ces haYe not yet been fixed . The grain men 
and millers have filled up their storage capacity anu now are raising 
the price. 

I have been manufacturing yarious kinds of feed s for 20 ypars before 
I accepted this position with the State, an<l I well know that no one 
can control food conuitions as long as they only fix the price of the raw 
material. · 

I have a letter from a farmer, who tells me that he has been 
compelled to pay $52.40 pe1' ton for bran; thnt he had his hogs 
on fet-d, nnd this was the only way that lle could market them; 
that the price he paid not only wiped out all his profits, U.e­
stroyed his work, but that he lost about 50 per cent of the 
money invested. There is no excuse for such a price for bran 
while the farmer receives only $1.90 for his wheat. Fifty-two 
dollars and forty cents a ton for bran is 100 per cent in exce s 
of the price he ought to pay if· the price for hi wheat were 
carried tlu·ough the transaction.. Farm labor, I am informed. · 
can hardly lJe obtained at any price. Dny lulJorcrs are cha~·g­
in:; from $3.50 to $5; fnrm hands paid by the month are chnrg­
ing from $GO to $100, and this include their bonrll . Two years 
ago they could be obtained from $25 to 40 pet· month. The 
farmers do not object to price fixing if it i uppliec). to all arti­
cles, those they purchase as well as those they . ell. 'Vhat they 
object to is being singled out and saddled "·ith the 'Thole burden 
of the war. They are 'villing to bear their part, but they <lo 
not want to. pull the whole load. The food bill pa sed n )·ea r 
ago was not a price-fixing bill ; Congre s wa · not a. ketl to eunct 
such a Imv. When that bill passed it was intended to destroy 
speculation and profiteering, and in that way increase the price 
to the farmer and reduce the cost to the consumer. 
· Here is what 1\Ir. Hoover aid in his te timony heforc~ the Sen­

ate Committee on Agriculture on June 1D last "·itll reference to 
the bill: 

From a number of current illusions about the legislation propo:::cd, 
the first is the illusion in some quarters that the l.Jill ir. clirC'ctl'll 
against the producer. It would not I.Je nece. ary to travers0 this 
statement to anyone that had read the bill. It e'>pecially l'Xct•pts the 
producer from every one of its provisions with the xc<.'ption of one 
~ection , and that is the provision for a guaranty. and t his section iR 
designed to entirely benefit and eecure the producer. The a dugs of 
the American consumer ought not and shoulrl not be madf' by a 
sacrifice on the part of the producer. They ,·boul!l be mad £> uy the 
exclusion of specul:l.tivc prvfits f rom the hanuling of our foodstuff . 

In the same hearing. ancl to show tlle e.ITect of excluding 
speculative profits between the producer and the consumer l\lr. 
Hoover ga--re as illu tration the price for brenll to the con­
sumers in Belgium, France, and England. lie said .: 

Practically the entire wheat supply to Belgium is to-day imported 
from the United States, and despite the extraordinary costs of trans­
portation the price of bread is 60 per cent of the price in New York 
City. A larg'=! portion of the wheat of France comes from this coun­
try, and yet the price of bread is, again, 40 per cent below our own. 
In England. where food control was started too Ia te, the price i 30 
per cent below our price, and in Canada, again, we re a lower ·range 
of prices to the ~onsumer than in our own country, although th e pro­
aucer realizes the same price. 

Mr. Chairman, I will ask the gentleman from Iowa [:J[r. 
HAUGEN] if he will grant me a little more time. 

Jllr. HAUGEN. How much time does the gentleman want? 
l\lr. THOMPSON. About 10 minutes. · 
Mr. HAUGEN. I regret exceedingly thnt eyery minute is 

taken of my time. · 
l\Ir. RUBEY. All of my time and more, too, is spoken for. 

. 



1918. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. 4157 
.Mr. THOMPSON. 1\Ir. Chairman, I regret exceedingly that 

1 can not get an extension of time, because I think this is the 
most important oill that we are considering during this entire 
Congress. Here we are talking about billions and spending 
bunureds of billions--

1\fr. DOOLITTLE. Millions. 
1\:Ir. THOl\1PSON. No, hundreds of billions; anu ·when it 

comes to taking care of the farmer we can not spend 10 or 15 
minutes. 

1\[r. JOHNSON of Washington. Does not the !;entleman 
realize the rule provides for only two hours of geuernl debate, 
and that the effort of the gentleman from Massachusetts [1\Ir. 
'V ALSH] to extend the time to four hours is ruled out of order? 

1\Ir. THOMPSON. I voted to extend the time, and I would 
be glad to have the time. 

The farmers must be relied upon to increase production. 
They are uissatisfieu. They do not feel they have received fair 
treatment. Under these circumstances increased production 
can hardly be expected. There should have been universal price 
·fixing or no price fixing. The Food Administrator has the same 
authority to fix prices en corn and farm implements as on wheat 
arid pork. Why has he not done so? I tried to find out. For that 
purpose I addressed a letter to both the Secretary of Agriculture 
and ihe Food Administrator. The one addressed to the Secre­
tary of Agriculture reads : 

Section 1 of the· act of August 10, 1917, commonly called the "fool! 
bill " defines the word " necessaries " as embracing foods, feeds, fuel, 
including fuel oil and natural gas, fertilizer and fertilzer ingredients, 
tools, utensils, implements, machinery, and equipment require(} for the 
actual production of foods·, feeds, etc." 

Section 5 of the same act authorized the President, from time to 
time, whenever he found it essential, to license "the importation, 
manufacture, storage, mining, or distribution of any necessaries." 

Under these provis ions of the food bill the price of the 1917 wheat 
crop and the price of meat was fixed. The bill did not confer specific 
authority to fix the price of any article. 

The Food Administrator licensed the elevators. One of the provi­
sions of the license was that no more than a specified price should 
be paid for wheat. If the elevator violated that regulation, its license 
was revoked and it went out of business. 

The Food Administratot· also licensed the packing houses, and one 
of the regulations of the license was that a price not exceeding 15~ 
cents per pound should be paid for hogs. If the packer paid more, his 
packing house was closed. 

The farmers of the country have not complained at this exercise of 
authority in fixing the price of their products-wheat and meat. 

They have wondered, however, why the authority to fix the price 
on "tools, utensils, implements, machinery, and equipment required 
for the actual production of foods, feeds, and fuel " has not been 
exercised and the price of these articles fixed so that they can continue 
to produce wheat and raise bogs without becoming bankrupt. 

Harness, plows, mowers, wagons, farm labor-practically everything 
r equired for the production of wheat and hogs-has increased in price 
from 200 to 300 and in some cases 400 per cent. The farmer has had 
the price of his proc.Iucts fixed, but be bas been compelled to pay two, 
three, and four times the normal price of everything be used in making 
possible that production. · 

The President pointed out this injustice to the farmer in his address 
to the Congress delivered December 4 last. He said: 

"The farmers, for example, complain with a great deal of justiC(l 
that while the regulations of food prices restrict their incomes no 
restraints are placed on the prices of most of the things they must 
themselves purchase.'' . 

At this time when an increased production is so necessary and when 
_your department is appealing to the farmer to increase the production 
do you not think it would be wise to remove this jus t complaint by 
fixing a fair price on those articles required for the actual production 
of foods and feeds and which the farmers are compelled to purchase'! 

I am convinced that no other action you could take would quite so 
hearten the farmers and stimulate them to increased effort. 

If price fixing on farm products is continued and the farmer is left 
to the tender mercies of the profiteer in his purchases, I g-reatly fear 
it will result in discouragement and the consequent reduction of pro­
duction of farm pwducts. 

I take it for granted that the authorit_y conferred in the food bill 
is ample, if exercised, to talcc care of the s1tuation I have <lf'scribed. 
Otherwise, I feel sure you wonlcl have already suggested to Congress 
the necessity of conferring additional authority. Congress has always 
stood ready to give you all the authority necessary, and had additional 
power been requested it would have bt'en granted for the asking. 

In conclusion, may I ask if the farmers can hope for . any relief 
from the extortionate prices they have been and are being compelled 
to pay for "tools, utensils, implements, machinery, and equipment 
requ irf'cl for the actual production of foods, feeds etc." 

I will thank you for the courtesy of an early reply. 
Though the letter was written on the 23d day of February, the 

Secretary has not yet replied. For that reason I am unable to 
state the Secretary's position on the matter of price fixing. 

A letter dated January 31 of this year, addressed to Mr. Ed 
Hockaday, Kingfisher, Okla., and signed by Arnold P. Yerkes, 
assistant agriculturist, I presume represents the vie\\s of the 
department. It reads: 

Your letter of January 1, addressed to 1\Ir. Victor·Murdock, care Fed­
eral Trade Commission, has been referred to this office for r eply. How­
ever, the question of prices for farm machinery is one over which this 
department has no jurisrlfctlon whatever. 

You, of course, realize that the price of raw material is only one 
item which is involved in figuring the cost of producing any machine. 
The cost of labor is also a large item, and this has increased tremen­
aously. The· price for fuel and other supplies necessary have nlso in­
creased greatly. It is not meant by this to flefend the prices which you 
mqntion, but merely to call your attention to the fact that it is not fair 
tQ. judge the cost of productiOn by the cost of raw materials. 

On the whole, while farm machinery has advanced tremendously dur­
in~ the I?Ust few years, ~t has not increased proportionately with the 
pnce wh1cb the farmer 1s receiving for his products. This you can 
easily prove to your own satisfaction by tald.ng the price of any of the 
staple farm products for the past three or four years and figurin~ the 
number of bushels of corn or other crops it required to purchase any 
machine. To-day it actually takes ·fewer bushels of corn or wheat to 
purchase a plow, corn planter, or any other machine than it <lill three 
years a~o, or, in fact, for several years past. Looking at the matter 
ft·om ~h1s standpoint, the prices do not seem out of proportion. How­
ever, 1! you still feel that some other action is necessary in the matter, 
it is the writer's opinion that you should take it up with the legisla­
~~~te~~r , as above stated, this department has no authority in the 

I_ judg_e from this letter that the Department of ·Agriculture 
believes that the prices which the farmer is compelled to pay is 
not out of proportion to the prices he receives. 

On the same day I addressed a letter to l\Ir. Hoover. I said : 
. Sectio~ 1 of the act of .August 10, 1917, commonly called the " food 

~ill," detines th<: word "necessaries " as embracing " food!!!, feeds, fuel, 
mcluding ft~el ~11 and natural g~s, fertilizer and fertilizer ingreLlients, 
tools, utensils, Implements, machmery, and equipment requirec.I fol' the 
actual ._Production of foods, feeds, etc." 

SectiOn 5 of the same act authorized the President from time to time, 
whenever he found it essential, to "license importation, manufacture, 
storage, mining, or distribution of any n ecessaries." 

Under these provisions of the food bill the prire of the 1917 wheat 
crop_ and the "(>rice of meat was fixed. . The bill did not specifically au­
tbonze the fixmg of the price of any article. 

The Food Administrator licensed the elevators, and one of the provi­
sions o~ the license was that the elevator should not pay more than a 
fixed pnce for wheat. If the elevator violated that regulation its license 
was revoked and it was no longer in business. 

The Food Administrator licensed the packing houses, and one of the 
regula~ions was that not exceeding 15~ cents per pound should be paid 
for swme. If the pn.cker paiU mere than 15 }; cents for bogs his pack-
ing establishment was closed . -

The farmers of the country have not complained at this exercise of 
authority in fixing the price on two of their products-wheat and pork. 
They have wondered, however, why a price has not been fixed on the 
manufactured products of their wheat-shorts and bran-and why a 
price has not been fixed on corn and its products-meal, etc.-and why 
a price has not been fixed on oats and rye and barley. 

The Food Administrator has the same authority to fix a price on these 
products as be had to fix a price on wheat and pork. Prices on these 
articles could have been fixed in the same way. The failure to fix prices 
on these products has resulted in my State in practically the complete 
destruction of the live-stock industry. Bran is selling to the farmer at 
$52.40 per ton. The farmer is paying from $1.75 to $2 per bushel for 
corn. Feeding 13 bushels of $2 corn to produce 100 pounds of pork 
and selling that pork at 15 ~ cents per pound is not a very profitable 
business, and tbe same is true of feeding $52.40 per ton bran . 

The food bill confers ample authority to protect the farmer from the 
conscienceless greed of a lot of profiteers. :I am convinced that one of 
two courses must be pursued. The law of supply and demand must be 
permitted to control and govern when applied to what the farmer sells 
if it is to be applied to what the farmer is required to purchase. 

May I ask, in conclusion, if any action is contemplated looking to the 
fixing of prices on what the farmer is compelled to purchase? 

Will you be kind enough to reply at your earliest convenience? 

To this letter 1\fr. Hoover replied under date of February 26 : 
I have your letter of February 23, 1918. I believe that you have 

· somewhat misunderstood th ~ power conferred by the food-control act 
in regard to the fixing of prices and the method by which the price of 
wheat has been stabilized. 

· The food-control act does not authorize the fixing of a price even by 
regulations issued under the license system. No regulation has ever 
been issue<l prescribing the price which elevators must pay for wheat. 
nor has any license ever been revoked because of the price paid for 
wheat. The result accomplished was made possible only because of the 
power to purchasl! wheat and to enter into voluntary agreements con­
ferred by the food-control ac-t. 

In regard to hogs, no r egulations have been issued forbidding the 
packers to pay more than 15~ cents per pound, nor has any packing 
establishment ever been closed because of the payment of a higher price. 
The price of hogs has, in fact, averaged more than 1Gi cents per pound 
during the past three months. 

I inclose herewith a pamphlet showing what has been done in the 
matter of hogs in order to assist the producer. 

Yon will see from this explanation that the Food Administrator has 
no authority to stabilize the price of corn and other grains. I can 
scarcely believe that the J;H'ice of corn is as high as S2, for thc average 
price paid at country stations in Nebraska, for instance, during the last 
week has been $1.10 to $1.30 per bushel. 

In regard to the price of bran, our chief difficulty has been to pre­
vent the jobbers and retailers from running up the price to meet the 
very high prices of other feeds. As you know, we have requh·e1l all 
mills to sell bran at not more than 38 per cent of the price paid by them 
for whPat, and I inclose a copy of the regulations governing feed deal­
ers which have been recently issue<l. I have sent a special agent .to 
Oklahoma and th~;> Southwest to investigate the numerous complaints 
regarding thc price of bran, and I am Ycry hopefu l that we will ue able 
to enforce strictly the regulations as drawn. We are somewhat handi­
cappt>d in this matter by the absence of control over retailers, who are 
specifically excepted ty section 5 of the food-control act from the 
license provisions. 

If the licensing section does not gi\e him that power, what 
does the last paragraph of his letter mean? He says : 

We are somewhat handicapped in this matter by the absence of con­
trol over retailers, who are specifically excepted by section 5 of the 
food-control act from the license provisions. 

The food bill conferred no authority on l\fr. Hoover to fix 
prices. However, he has exercised the authority with reference 
to certain products desired for over-sea shipment-wheat, sugar, 
and pork-and it was done not only by Yirtue of authority con­
ferred by the licensing section but by reason of the fact that he 
became the purchasing agent for our over-sea allies. It does 
not make any difference to the· farmer whether the price was 
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fixeu by virtue of authority conferred in the bill or by manipu­
lation outside of the bill's provisions. The fact is he has been 
com11elled to accept prices for his product that makes it un­
profitable to continue its production. 1\Ir. Hoover does not de­
sire to fix the price of other articles ti1an those I have men­
tioned. Here is an interview he gaye out on the 25th of Febru­
ary to counteract the effect of a published statement that the 
Government might set maximum prices on all the farmer's 
products. He said: 

There apppars to be a good deal of misinformation circulated among 
the agricultural communities as ,to the -policy and scope of the Food 
Aclminist1·ator with relation to price fixing. 

1 wish to say at once, and emphatically, that the Food Administra­
tion is not a price-fixing body. except with regard to certain commodi­
ties which are to-fla. dominated by wholly abnormal over-sPas C?mmer­
oial relations n.nd the sunounding factors with regard to which are 
such as to project great dangPrs both against the farming community 
anrl at the .·amt time tbe consuming community. 

The two commodities unrter regulations are sugar and wheat. With 
thP further <'XC£•ption of cases in which It has intervened purely as a 
fri~>ndly intermPdiary between organized producers and consumers, the 
Food .Ad mini. tration has no authority arul no desire to fix prices on the 
products of agriculture. 

Thi interview discloses Mr. Hoover is aware the farmers are 
not satisfied with price fixing. It was intended to reassure 
them, so there would be no uecrea e in their activities. It will 
perhaps have ti1nt effect as applied to every farm product ex­
cept wheat and pork. It is likely to have the opposite effect 
on these two articles-the mo t necessary of illl. When the 
farmer comes to plnnt he will take into consideration two 
things: First, that whent snbstitute."'"-corn. oats. rye. and bur­
ley-are not controlled by fixeu prices; and, seconu, that tlley 
cornmnnd a price \Yhich will mal>:e their production more profit­
able titan the nro<luction of wheat. 

The fn.rmer is ns pntriotic as any of us ; he is ready to clo· his 
part. A few weeks ago the national Red Cross officers sent down 
word that Oklahoma would be expected to furnish 190.000 Red 
Cross member in the great-drive in the week before Christmas. 
Wben the smoke had cleareu away, it was founu that more than 
750,000 hnd been enrolled. This is not only four times the num­
ber expected, but it is the largest number in proportion to the 
poptilation that was returned by any State. The farmers of 
Oklahoma did it. There was a great and nlmo~t unfailing 
response in the towns and cities, too, but listen to this from one 
of the head officials in charge of the membership ca.mpai~n: 

The farmers of Oklahoma :~:e!'iponded ev~ more nobly than the city 
people. There was n gr~ater member;;hip rollerl up in the country than 
in the cities in proportion to tl1eir relative nonulation. 1\ia.ny whole 
country townships furnished as many members as then~ were people in 
the town!'hip, and everywnere in the country tJ:Ierc was general enthu­
siasm and interest in the great campaign, whlcl:l means so much for 
the reUef of ftp war sufferers. 

I congratulate the farmers of Oklahoma. Tbe fact is, the 
farm folk~ did jQ, t what they always do when there is a worthy 
cause that i properly put before them. 

Farm. Stock, and Home, an agricultural paper published at 
1\finneapolis, l\1inn., havin~ a circulation of 140.000. principally 
in spring wheat growing States-:Minnesota, the Dakotas. and 
J\Iontana-hns compared the >a1ue per acre at prices fJl'eYal1ing 
February 16, 1918, nt 1\finnenpolis, taking the average pre-10-
year . period yield. The average yield with present value per 
acre is: 
Wheat. 11.9 bushels------------------------------------ $23. so Oats, 28 busheLo:______________________________________ 24. 77 
Flux, 8.7 buf;hcls______________________________________ 32. 80 
Barle.r, 21.7 bushels------------------------------------- 3o. 32 

~~in,1gs~4 bg~h~~~s=============================::::::::::::::::::== !~: 9g 
'l'hc farmer will be guided when they come to sow by the 

profits prom~e<l by different \Yheat substitutes. The result will 
be a decrea eel wheat acreage.. \Ve are spending billions for 
shit1 , for ammunition, for transport , for equipment. and for 
training our men ; we arc opening 1'-ide the do01·s of the Trens­
ury to every war in(lustry except agri<'ulture. 'Vould it not be 
well in the midst of these laYish expenditures to make sure of 
our food supply? Here is the way one of the great papPI'S of 
Great Britain views the peril. The D<.1ily Telegram in its issue 
Friday, l\Iarch 15 1918, among other things said: 

cotton. Farmers consider this . when they sow. The scarcity 
of farm labor and higb prices for that available will make the 
farmer timid about planting wheat he is not sure he can har­
vest. High wages paid in war industrial activities, manufactur­
ing, munition making, lumbering, carpentry, shipbuilding, rail­
roading, and many others, with immunity from militnry serv­
ice. has stripped the farm of workers. Farm laborers receive 
less pay and no deferred classification. Agricultural experts 
tell us 2,000,000 workers have been taken from farms in the past 
year for the Army and war works. It seems to me this is a 
colossal 3lunder. It is impossible to increase production with 
decreased man power. The administration of the selective 
service act has not been satisfactory to the people. Honorable 
men with dependents, men engaged in producing food on farms 
that now lie fallow, have been taken while men without encum­
brance have been left at home. Personally I know of many 
such cases, and have repeatedly called them to the attention 
of the authorities. These authorities have uniformly shifted 
the blame to the local and district exemption hoards. 

After nearly running ~Y legs off in an effort to get some re­
lief, I finally placed tile matter before the Provost 1\Iar hnl's 
Office in record form so ti1at the people migbt know where the 
blame belongs. On February 23. 1n18, I · addressed a letter to 
Gen. Crol'·der, as follows: 

I <lesire to emphasize what I said to you yesterday regarding the 
labor situation as it affects the farmer and fat·ming industry. I regard 
the classifieation given farm laborers as unfair, and believe if it is per­
mitted to stand wlll shortly result in a paralysis of the farming indus­
try. Farm laborers without dPpendPnts, unless graduates of an agri­
cultural college, ur eta ·sed as nonexpert laborers. 

It may be said "anyone cnn break a furrow," but running a furrow 
is not all there is to farming. Every farmer must also be a business 
man and a small stock raiser. He must possess, if successful, unusual 
intelligPnce along many linPs. IIe must know live stock, their habits, 
their dispositJons, the eli eases that commonly atl.'ect them. Elc must 

.know how to care for thPm; how to feed them with the least pos ·iblo 
loss anu the greatest economy. They most be kept and raised on the 
farm at the same time the crops are planted, grown, and harvested. The 
crops must be so diversified as to produce a yiPld, and at the same time 
they must mature at different periods so that the live stoc}i-tbe hogs, 
cattle, horses, and sheep-:-can be carPd for. A successful farmer must 
not only possess great tndustry and high intelUgenc~ but he must also 
be a good business man if be avoids bankruptcy. ne must kno v how 
and wbf'n to plant; bow to cultivate; and the proper time and method 
of harvesting. He must also know what to do with his yield ; whether 
to sell, to hold for future market, or to feed and dispose of the same 
in live stock. 

This lmowledge can not be acquired overnight. It accumulates slowly 
and as the result of long y~ars of training. You C3ll not make a farmer 
out of a doctor, lawyer, baliPr. merchant, bank cle-rk, store clPrk, n 
railroader, a carpenter, a painter, a factot·y worker. or a clay laborer by 
waivin~ a wand and r('pPating thP words "PrP to change.'' 

A large per cent of the persons following these ditl.'erent occupations 
could not stand the physical strain; the hom·s of labor and the exposure 
re-quired of tb<> farmer, and practically all of them would be compelled 
to learn the manifold and changing labors of thP farm. 

So when a farm laborer is classified as " nonexpert " and sent to 
the trenches, be leaves a vacant place on tbe fal'm that is impos ible 
to 1>e fillPd. When the laborer on the railroad, in the factory, where 
guns and ammunition arc made; in the factory, where clothes are cut 
and shaped ; in the forest. where the timber fot· ships and aeroplanes is 
cut; in the yards, where the rivets are driven in the ships, aet·oplanes, 
motors freight, and passenger cars, is classified as "expert ·· and ex­
empted from military service, n situation is produced which neces­
sarily draws the farm laborer away f1·om the farm. 

ThP farm labot·er can, by ctianging hls occupation. change also his 
classification from that of a nom-xpert laborer subject to militnry d11ty 
to that of an e:x:pt•rt laborer exempted from military duty. · 'l'be pre­
ferred classification, together with higher wages paid in tbe factory and 
shop, over that received on the flll'm, bas already depleted the farms of 
their laborer.s and brought about a situation wbicl:l presents a serious 
national menace. 

The farmers are not asking to be exempted fTom military service. 
ThPy nre quite willing to bear theil· full share of the burdens of this 
war It is the duty, however, of those in command to look ahead and 
see that the farms are riot stripped of their laborers. Bullets without 
bread will not win' this war. J do not think the laborer on the fnrm 
should oe preferred ovei' any other class of labor. At tbe same time I 
do not think it fait• nor in the interest of the public that he be dis­
criminated against. I think the class of work be is performin~ is 
quite as -important to the success of our arms as the labor perfot·med 
by tho e en~aged in any other Industry. 

It available, J would be glad to have a statistical report showing 
from what occupations the soldiers already called have come; the 
per cent from each, and particularly would I like to have this informa­
tion as it affects my home State, Oklahoma. 

On March 7 he replied : 
In response to your letter of February 23, permit me to say that your 

We are approaching the supreme test of the issue which depends on analysis of the agricultural situation as affected by the selective-service 
tlle- mPrch:lDtmf'n. Tt may l>e a mattPr for serious consideration by the law has had careful consideration. 
United States Go'\"ernment, whether it may not give mot·e essential aid With reference to the worlc of the <listrict boards of your State in 
at th1s moment by holding back tP.mporarily further reinforcement for classtfvin~ farm -laborers. the attention of the dish·ict boards bas been 
their Army, with a consequent increase in the quantity of ocean-borne invited tllrougb tb<> adjutant general of the- State to the fact that the 
supplies. . definition of skilled labor is not to be restricted to graduates of agri-

The paper asserts that if American soldiers continue to come cultural schools or to those who have scientific or highly technical knowledge. . 
o>cr at the present rate, tonnage which might be devoted to The adjustment of the labor supply on our farms ns related to the 
food l''ill be utilized for military instead of economic purposes, necessities attendant upon the enrollment of our Army is the more ditfi-

. d" d f d . · ·ed f d · l cult, because of the fact that befor<' thP enactment of tbe selective-
and while both sol 1ers an oo are requu , oo lS t 1e more service law the trend of labor wns away from tbe f:ums. 
urgent matter. I The sPiectivc-servlce act and thP presidential re~ulations issued pur-

Another important item to be consiclereu is the labor situation. suant thereto have. place(! the _problem or relief fro.m m_ilitary service in 
nrh t · • ti t t b 1 . t d · d" t 1 ·l · respect of industrial and agncultnral workers pnmanly In the bands 
n e~ lS a CI op 1_a mus e. 1a1ves e Imm~ Ia e_ Y \\' len rtpe. of the district boards. The rules for deferred classification have bpen 
It Will not st..'1nd m the field for a long penod, like corn and carefully worked out, with a view to providing a degree of prot tc1j.ou 
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for agric1Altural interests coextensive with that -provided other indus­
tries, an!l it is believed that the district boards in genera.l, especially 
In agricultural regions, have keen interest in the maintenance of the 
farm-labor supply, 

However, in farming communities it can not be expected that quota.s 
can be raised without interference with farm labor, which in individual 
instances may seem severe. 

.As you are doubtless aware, a bill is pending before Congress which 
will authorize the granting of furloughs for agricultural workers already 
in the service for their temporary return to the farms. If this legis­
lation is enacted, it may atrord a considerable degree of relief to many 
farmers. 

In your letter you reques ted statistics showing the occupations from 
which drafted men have been taken. Permit me to invite your atten­
tion to-the r£>port of the Provost Marshal General to the Secretary of 
War on the first draft, which gives many statistics. On page No. 62 
of thls report you will find a chapter headed " Industrial necessity as a 
ground for discharge." The tables there given will throw much light 
on the operation of the first draft in respt>ct of agriculture_ It is 
interesting to note the relatively small inroad made on agriculture as 
shown by these figures. _ 

It is hoped that this will give you the information desired. 
He continues to place the responsibility for errors on the 

local and district boards. The tragic part is they continue tak­
ing the farmers. Last week in one county in my <listrict 16 
out of 19 called were farmer boys. If this is continued, it does 
not promise increased food production. 

The Committee on Agriculture has also reported a bill author­
izing the Food Administrator to restrict the consumption of 
food in hotels and public eating houses and to prohibit the use 
of foods in the manufacture of nonessentials, and so forth. 

I doubt if it will assist to any appreciable extent in solving 
f.->od difficulties. I shall, however, gladly, support those pro­
visions desired by the administration. There is one provision, 
however, to which I wi h to direct your attention. It is the 
clause giving the Food Administrator power to ration. It reads: 

(e) Prescribing the more equable and economic distribution of food­
stutrs and feeds lly limiting and regulating the sale, purchase, and dis­
tribution by any manufacturer or person engaged in the business of 
distributing foodstutrs, feed s, or materials or equipment necessary for 
the production, manufacture, or preservation of foodstutrs or feed: 
Prov ided, That this paragraph shall not apply to any farmer or gardener, 
including live-stock farmers, with respect to the products of any farm, 
garden, or othe.r land owned, l£>ased, or cultivated by him. 

The proviso excepting "any farmer or gardener, including 
live-stock farmers, with respect to the products of any far-m, 
garden, or other land owned, leased, or cultivated by him" makes 
it possible for one who can deal direct with the farmer, gardener, 
and live-stock raiser to evade the law. The bill will not affect 
the rich who -can purchase direct from the producer. The au­
thority conferred is unlimited. He may "regulate the sale, 
purchase, and distribution by any manufacturer or person _en­
gaged in the business of distributing foodstuffs, feeds, or mate­
rials or equipment necessary for the production, manufacture, 
or preservation of foodstuffs or feeds." If the Food Adminis­
trator can limit the amount of sugar, salt, or any other food the 
retailer can sell and the amount a person can purchase, he can 
ration every man, woman, and child in the country. I do not 
believe it necessary or wise to enact a rationing statute at this 
time. The effect will not be wholesome. If, in the future, it 
should become necessary, Congress will be in session and can act. 
The President has not asked it. Mr. Hoover, before the com­
mittee, said he did not desire such authority. Rationing has 
proven a failure wherever tried. England, France, Italy, and 
Germany so report. Its enforcement is expensive and irritating; 
it requires an army of petty officers nosing and prying into the 
kitchen affairs of every household. It consumes a large part 
of the people's time forcing them in line with bread cards. 

There are two classes of folks who can not be reached by 
rationing legislation ; it does not reach them in Germany-the 
prvducer and the wealthy. The producer manages in some way 
to hold out sufficient for himself and family and the wealthy 
are able to deal with the producer direct, nnd thus avoid the 
law. The Government can not keep a policeman in every farm­
er's door. The only classes reached by this legislation are the 
poor, the workers, and those unable to sport the luxury of auto­
mobiles. There is no necessity for such legislation. The farm­
ers will produce and produce abundantly if properly encouraged. 
Prices that yield a profitable return will stimulate and increase 
production. In this connection it mtght be well to recall that 
prices are always high in war times; everything is abnormal 
and prices therefore are out of the ordinary. We think prices 
are high to-day when we are fir.;hting the war for democracy, 
but they are not so high as in the days "\';hen our forefathers 
were winning our independence. Here are a few prices in 1776 : 

~~~~tffttfttfffffffffffffffftfffffffffffi~H~~~~~ !~ m $
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In 1779 sugar sohl for $4 per pound ; in 1780 butter sold for 
$12 per pound and tea $40 per pound. I do not give these figures 
to justify such prices now and I hope prices will not mount 
higher as the war proceeds. War, however, is but a manifesta­
tion of an unusual upheaval and high prices always follow in its 
wake. If it continues for any considerable time, prices will soar 
far higher than any heretofore known. If production is not in­
creased, I greatly fear the question will not be so much the price 
of a loaf, but can a loaf be obtained at'any price? _ 

Those who would visit all the burden of this war on the pro­
ducer may s~y if the farmer's price is raised the cost to the 
consumer will be increased. The answer is " The burden of 
this war should not be borne by any part of' the people but by 
the whole people equitably distributed. In England, France, 
and Italy the people are paying less for J1our than the people 
of the United States, where it is produced. On the 23d of Feb­
ruary, 1918, I addressed a letter to Mr. Hoover, which in part 
reads: 

· fo!!.aa;{~!l~ble, I would be glad to be furnished with the following in-

1. The price the consumer is required to pay for flour in Great 
Britain, France, and Italy. 

On March 1 Mr. Hoover sent me an inter-office memorandum, 
which reads in part as follows: 

In compliance with the request or Bon_ JoE R TrroMrso~ in his letter 
of February 23, I may say that the retail prices of flour in the countrtes 
named is as follows, according to the latest reports: 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

(1)Flour: qn a sack of 280 pounds of flour the maximum retail pric~ 
~sni~~1.91, eqUivalent to $8.33 per barrel of 196 pounds, the American 

ITALY. 

(1) Flow;: The market price on November 1, 1917, was 54 Jit·e pet·_ 
quintal, eqUivalent to $6 per barrel at the rate of exchange prevailing on 
that date • . 

FRANCE. 

(1) Flour: No retail prices are available. The wholesale price of 
flour, 61.3 francs per quintal is equivalent to $9.53 per barrel. 

Why is this possible? It is because they are doing across the 
sea what we have not done. They fix the price paid the producer 
and the cost to the consumer; they squeezed out the profiteer 
and took care of the differential between producer and con­
sumer from the national treasury. They refused to visit upon 
any part of the people the burdens of the war ; they make all the 
people bear these burdens equitably. In this way they have been 
able to pay better Jlrices to the producer than our producers re· 
ceive and to sell to the consumer for less than our consumers pay. 
· The Commerce Reports, issued by the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce, Department of Commerce, on February 2, 
1918, contained this information: · 

Food controller fixes prices for grain harvested in United Kingdom 
in 1918. Wheat and rye will be based on .average price of 75s. ;>er 
quarter of 504 pounds; barley, 65s. per quarter of 448 pounds; oats 
46s. 3d. per quarter of 836 pounds. Higher prices will be allowed for 
better classes of oats for milling purposes. 

Translated this means $2.17£- for wheat, $2.02lu for rye,· $1.69~ 
for barley, and $1.27 for oats. These prices are better than the 
American farmer receives. This is done by reducing the profit 
of middle men and making the differential a charge against the 
national treasury. Since 1914 Great Britain has paid out of its 
treasury more than half a billion dollars to eare for this di.tier­
ential. That Government has also stimulated production by 
paying a bonus on every acre of wheat planted regardless of tlie 
amount produced. . 

This has been done across the sea to _stimulate production, 
and if the war continues, as in my judgment it will, Congress 
will soon be forced to some such measure here. 

We should not forget in considering this question it is neces­
sary for us to think in relative terms. Gold has increased many 
fold. The Federal Reserve System authorized a 60 per cent 
asset currency; billions of bonds have been issued. The modern 
method of doing business has created what for lack of a better 
term might be called "check currency." All these concurring 
have produced an enormous expansion in our currency. Dollars 
have multiplied, but their purchasing power has decreased in the 
same ratio. · 

Nor should we lose sight of the fact our consumers are not 
profiting by the fixed price of wheat. Every time they buy a 
pound of flour they are required to purchase a pound of flour 
substitute-meal, oatmeal, rice, and so forth. Whiie it is true 
the price of flour was slightly reduced when the wheat price 
was fixed, the price of meal, oatmeal, rice, and other wheat sub­
stitutes has increased, and the consumer finds the cost of living 
on the whole as high now as before. Those who have benefited 
by the operation are the consumers living oversea. \Ve loan them 
money, and with it they purchase our bread at a price less than 
it costs our own people. 
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1\lr. Chairman, two distinct and antagonistic forms of govern-
·ment are facing each other in_ a life and death struggle. Some­
where on the battle fields of Europe will be determined whether 
-justice nnd liberty or brute force shall rule the world. We can 
·not lo e. It would be contrar-.r to the laws of God. Let us so 
.coordinate our every activity that theJ.•e will be unity in spirit 
and purpose among all classes of our people. In this faith ::m<l 
·•nder the guidance of our matchless leadeJ.' we will go forward 
to certain victory. [Applause.] 

l\Ir. HAUGEN. 1\lr. Chairman, I yield one minute to the gen-
tleman from Wyoming [Mr. Mo mELLl. . 

l\1r. l\101\'DELL. 1\fr. Chairman, when the urgent deficiency 
appropriation bill '\\US being conside1·ed in the House on the 
18th of last month I offered an amendment to an item in that 
bill for the purchase and sale of seeds for cash, providing that 
-those seeds might be old on credit. That bill will become a 
law '\\Hbin a day or two, nnd had my amendment been adopted 
the farmers would soon be receiving seed. It was not adopted, 
bo,veveJ.·. aud I hope that this bill will pass. When the proper 
time comes I desire to offer an amendment adding to the 
cereals eimmerated in the bill, the purchaRe of which is proposed, 
rye, which is the surest cereal crop grown in the semiarid sec­
tions of the Northwest. It should be added to tbose mentioned 
in the bill. I hope this bill will become a law, but I reo-ret that 
it has been so long delayed. I fear if there is any delay in the 
Senate tbe seaso'1 will be so far advanced before the bill be­
G6mes a law that it will be of T"ery little benefit to the farmers 
thiS SCUSDn. 

I di cussed at length on the 15th of last month, during the 
general debate, and later, on the 18th, 'vhen I offered the amend­
ment to the deficiency bill, the need of seeds on credit by the 
farmers of certain portions of the West. Drought has been 

· seYere in cert::::in sections and seed is scarce and high. I hope 
this bill will help, and regret the plan I proposed more than a 
month ago was not adopted. 

l\1r. RUBEY. l\lr. Chairman, I yield five minutes to the gen-
tleman from Kansas [l\lr. Door.r.l'TLE]. . 

l\fr. DOOLITTLE. l\lr. Chairmnu, I desire to address my 
.· remarks particularly to section 2 of the bill under considera­
tion, authorizin~ the Secretary of Agriculture to provide for 
and secure mobilization and distribution of farm labor. To 
my mind a prime requisite, so far as the production of rood and 

· feed in the country at this time is concerned, is that of farm 
labor. In my natiYe State there is no such thing any more as 
sufficient farm labor. It is extinct The farmers ba\e to com­
pete in bidding for hands '\\ith manufacturing concern . muni­
tion plants, and others engaged in the making of war ma­
terials and other merchandise. The r ult has been that .the 
farms ba ve been drained of the labor they once had by the 
young men and the older ones going to the cities where the 
hours of labor have been more inviting and where eight hours 
are cori.Sidered a full day's labor; whereas., on the farm, as we 
all know, it is a question of work from sunup until dark. Vol­
unteer enlistments and the draft have also cut d-eeply into the 
labor supply. 

l\lr. Chairman, a ·survey l1as been made in a general sort of 
way of the farm-labor situation in some of the States, and 
report has been made thereon in some of the leading farm 
jo'urnnls. ThoSf' ·reports show the widespread shortage anu 
requirement of iurm labor. Tbis bill will help out. we think, 

- to some extent. lt is - not expected by the proponents of the 
measure that it is a cure-all, but it will help some. To show 
how Nation wide is the demand for farm labor I desire to read 
the following · summary of reports that have been turned in 

· from the various States: 
" Maine: Great ~hortage of farm labor; acreage probably will 

be reduced by one-fourth or one-third. Texas: l\lore labor 
needed than ever bPfore, but supply is much below normal. 
North Dakota: Alarming shortage; farmers discouraged anu 
can not plant for normal crop. Vermont: Shortage means a 
cut in productir:n. Massachusetts: Serious situation; farmers 
can not go ahead with only the help of boys and untrained 

- workmen. Connecticut: Depressing conditions; farmers may 
try to raise only enough for their families. Rhoue I land: 
1\iany will not plant as much as last year. New Jersey: Farm­
~rs think that planting of even the usual acreage will be very 
hazardous. Pennsylvania: Very great shortage of skilled farm 
labor; the exodus from farms has been continuous. Delaware: 
Unless relief comes, the usual acreage can not be prepared. 
Maryland : Labor situation is acute. Yirginia : Lack of labor, 
nnct acreage reduced accordingly. Georgia : Impossible to <>nl­
tivatc as much land as last year's area. Florida: Affected by 
loss of negro workmen drn"Wn to the North; hope the Govern­
ment will bring Porto Ricans. Ohio : Farmers discom·aged. and 

nt their wits' ends. Indiana: Probably a reduction of acreage. 
Illinois: The number of idle acres will be increased." 

Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. Mt·. Chairman, will the gen­
tl~man yield? 

:!\lr. DOOLITTLE. Yes. 
Mr. JOBNSO_ T of ·washington. If n.ll of these localities are 

80 short of labor, how is the money, mo and a half million 
dollnrs, to be expended in finding labor to be sent to other 
localities that are also short? 

1\lr. DOOLITTLE. I '\\ill say to my friend that there are 
many people in the country who may make good farm labor, 
who could be collected under the provisions of this bill and 
sent to places where they could do the mo. t good. They may 
be take_n from unnecessary occupations. 

l\lr. JOHNSON of Washington. I am qni.te serious about 
this. In western Washington the lumber labor hortuge was 
so serious that oldier I::lbor had to be sent in there to make up 
the defici~ncy. 

The CIIAIRMA~ .... The time of the gentleman from Kan ·as 
hm; E':\-pired. 

1\lr. HAUGEX ~h. Chairman, I yield. 10 minutes to the gen­
tleman from New Jersey {Lir. HUT H I " SOl~]. 

Mr. HUTCHINSON. . .l\1r. Chairman I hope what I say will 
not be misunder too<.l, for it "is not my intention to critici.7.-e the 
administration or in any \my to oppose legislation that will 
help in winning the war. 

This is a time ·when everybody is t·equirecl to do tlleir utmost 
in tlleir particular line of duty whetller it be on the battle field, 
in the fac tory, or on the farm. · 

The legislation under consideration has to do with th farmer 
or producer of foou for all mankind, and there is not a man 
in this Congress who will do more to help that class of citizen 
tlmn myself. 

'Ve all know when bountiful crops are prO(luced the fnrmet 
not only helps him elf, but it is the consumer as well that 
receiYe the direct benefit of his efforts, and I feel that an 
injustice has been done to the man who toils for the production 
of crops when we singled out th result of that toil and by 
price-fixing Iegi lation placed .a limit on " ·bat he shall receiT"e 
for his product and permit the charging of unlimited prices 
for what he must buy and ·what i e sential to make his crops 
po, ible. 

The price-fixing arrangement is confused by rule and regu­
lations adopted for a good purpose. no doubt. but so far from 
being practical that the mmmfachu'CI' of food 1n·oducts does 
not know where he tancls, and the farmer al o has be ome 
di com·aged and has Jost sight of the importance of his mi ion 
simply because he has .been chosen a the oue expected to do 
the most for the least return, " 'hen. in fact. the law under 
which the price of his product has been limited i supposoo 
not to regulate or control his effort 

I recall the peech I made in tb.iJ· House on June 20 of last 
year, in "\\hlch I predictP<l just what the re ult would be, nn(l 
at thnt time I was strongly opposed to price fixing unlc · it 
was made to apply to both producer and consumer. 

Under the license feature of the food-control law the Presi­
dent fi:xe-d the price of wheat, and if he can say what is to be 
paid for wheat and what the products of wheat shall be old 
for certainly he can do the ... awe with other graius and fnod . 

Our farmers are to-day a ked to plant a larger acreage of 
wheat, and to show the unfairne ·s of such .. t r que t I quote 
the prevailing prices of relative o-ra ius: 

No. 1 spring wheat, $2.20, Chicago, for GO pound . 
No. 1 winter wheat, $2.17, Chicago, for GO pounu . 
No. 2 rye, $2.91, Chicago,. for 56 pounds. 
No. 2 white corn, .'2.25, Philadelphia and New York, for GG 

pounds. 
No. 2 yellow corn, $2,25, Philauelphia and Kew York, for 56 

pounds. 
No. 3 yellow corn, $1..90, Philadelphia and New York, for 5G 

pound. . ' 
Ko. 2 white oats, $1.08, Pbiladelphin and New· York, fol' 32 

'pounds. · 
From these prices you will see that with the exception of oats 

wheat is the lowest of all grain, and the farmer know· that with 
the same effort be cnu produce from mo .to three time a ~ mueh 
corn, oats, rye, or barley per acre, and he will be n hnxd man 
to convince that this sacrifice i · necc ru.·y when the courser 
grains are being used insten.d of wlleat 1l.Dd. will yielu such greater 
return. , 

The consumers have been appealed to to coopernte in the sav­
ing of wheat, and have willingly accepted t.IJe rulin~ of the ll'oo<l 
Administration to buy a pounu of substitute with each pound 
of wheat flour, bnt they, too, are becoming discouraged \vben 
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rompe11('(} to·pay a prt'mium for the substitute ·or inferior article, 
mu<:h .of wW<:h Is wustecl for want of knowledge ns to its be. t 
use. Let me quote what the consumer must pay for grain 
products: 

Per barrel. 
lVhP. t flour------------------------------------- $11.00to$12.00 

. Rye llour ----------------------------------- 14. 50 to 15. 50 
Corn meal------------------------------------ 11. 00 to 14 00 
Oat m~>al------------------------------------ 13. 00 to 15. 00 

From t11e abow I am convinced thnt the Food Administration, 
by lucl\ qf complete regulation, has placed a penalty rather tllan 
n rew·arcl on the con umer for the sacrifice he is making. 

l\Ir. SNYDER Will the gentleman yield? 
1\Ir. HUTCHL "'SOX. I would like to do so, but I have not the 

time. 
l\11·. SNYDER. I would like just to get a comparison of t110se 

prkes. 
l\Ir. HUTCHINSON. I have not the time; I will later lf I 

· have the time. 
\Ve haYe a new propoi'lition before us. one that unlets h:m!llecl 

properly ''ill tnnd out in future years as a rebul\e to our judg­
ment. and rather than pend money for seed wheat. to be snhl 
to the farmers on credit, 1 wuu1d be wi.llin~ to ad'\"ocate the np­
propriation of $10,000.000 for the purchru e nnd free diRtribution 
of ee<l wheat nnd_er the authority of tlw Se<-Tetury of Agricul­
ture, ~:mch seed to be available to tho e wh(t are unahle to pur­
chase . eed or 11ny farmer who would be willing to elJ1tivate such 

· a crop under rules nod ret:,'Ulations prescribed by the Depart­
me-nt of A;n-iculture. 

By an arJ"tlngem~nt of this kin£1 om· 'Vestern States eou1<1 be 
made to inerea:o:e their ~ ield of ~pring wheat at least 50 per cent, 
whi('h would r·emove all question of a whent. horta~e. 

I have before me a publication called the Seed Ueport~r .. i~ed 
by authority of the ~ecr.etnt"Y of Agriculture, whi ·h how~ how 
the Gmin Corporation propo es to take <:ure of thE:' seed-wheat 

~ busineK on a 1111L!l profit for the purpose of increu!':ing pro<luc­
ti(m. 'Ve are told by the Grain Corporation, w.hich, by tl1e way. 

· is n child of the Food Administration. that they hnve> 500.000 
bu. hel~ of l\larquls spring wheat to supply Indiana. Ohio, ~lirhi­
gan, Pennsylvania, \Vest Virginili, New York, Vermont, New 
Hampshire. and l\Iaine. all winter n !lent States, anti in whieb 

- thE:' planting of . pring wheat wouW be a.n e!{periment. 
Mr .. JOHNSO~ of Wa hington. Will the gentleman yield? 

· I want to ask the name of U1e pnbHcation. 
M1·. HUTCHINSON. The Seetl Hepm~er, 1\larch 20. 191.8. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. That is a Oovei."Dment publi­

cation? 
Mr. HUTCBINRON . . Yes, sir. Bureau of 1\larkets, Depart­

ment of Ag:rknlture. 
Thi . wh~at is in Buffalo, and bas co t the Grain Corporation 

about $2.2~3 per bu. hel, and they propo. e to ~ell it by the' car 
to any dealer or eleYntor man at $2.35 per bushel f. o. b. Bufl'nlo. 
and the dealer or elenttor mao has the pti\ile-ge to resell the 
grain to the farmer for 15 per cent inereaRe ov(>r that price. or 
a profit of 35 cents per bushel. If a man i.~ unable to }lurehase 
a full carload he may buy a Jess quantity. b11t the pri(>e will he 
$2.65 per bushel. and by the time tbjs rE:'ache~ the fnnnet•. with 
the 15 per cent added. it will coRt him $3.05 pet· hUJ bel a<:'koo. 

\Vhen you consider tlJese _.rofits, compared with thoSE.> allmve<l 
by the ruie of the different exchanges d.ealin;.{ in wholesnle 
grain .. ou ean get an idea that the Gr-ain Corpomtion l:as gone 
far from the policy of doing bu, ine, nt cost, es-pecially when 
tbe Govemment furniRhes the capital without interest, which 
amounted to $150.000.000, in the food-<.'ontrol blll for a revolving 
fund. and a!. o 2.500.000 for administTntion expeu. e~. ·and a 
fru·ther appropriution of $1.750.000 in · the reeent urgent flefi­
ciency bill, making a total of $4.250,000 for expenses from August 
10 to .June 30 of the present rear. · 

In normal business the brokera~e on grain pet·mitted hy the 
different exchan~ef; usuaiJy run from i to 1 cent pe>r lmshel, 
which. togetlwr with intet·est, insurance, and torage, seldom 
makes more than 3 eents per busheL 

Mr. Chairmnn. I contend that the Grnln Corporntion has no 
right to conduct business for. a greater profit thnn will pay 
their expenses. especially when itf.:l chief funetion IR to eneourage 
tb{> production and re..,crulate the distribution of grain. an<l if th~ 
situation I so eriom~ as to require the fnrniRhing of st:'e(l wheat 
' the Department of Agriculture shoulcl he authoriz€'(1 to mnln~ 
free di~trihution. and wit11 their efficient organization keep 
strict supervud.on over the planting anct growin~ awl u. e e,·er-y 
,tmS!":ihle means to see that the results de ired are accomplished. 
[Appluuse.] · 

I non· yielrl to the gentlemnn from NE:'w York. 
Mr. SNYDER I wa~ going to ask the gentlem~n 1f the gen­

~~eman coulfl give the relative difference in price betwE>en wheat 
and corn, wheat and oats, ;vheat and rye, say, thi·ee ye-ars agu? 

1\lr. RUTCHIN O. •. I can not recall just what 1t was. 
Ir. SNY'DER Will the gentlema.n insert it in his exten ion? 

Mr. HUTCHL. 'SO ... T. I will. 
On page 30 of the Monthly Crop Report, publishoo by nu­

thm·ity of the Secretary of Agriculture, issue of Marcil, 1918, 
the following figures are given as the average prices paW to 
producers, based on repol'ts from 7.000 country buyer . This 
table does not include commissions, insurance,~ elevator charges, 
or freight to destination. 

Wheat. COln. Rye. 

Mar. 1, 19I5 .••••••••• U.3.'36 tO. 751 U.O.'H 
liar. I, 1916 •••••••••• L029 .682 • 856 
}.fur. l, 1917 .......... 1.644 1.009 1.26 
Mar. I, 1918 .......... 2.027 1.543 2.01 

1\Ir. WALDOW. Will the :rentle?.Uan yieltl? 
lir. HUTCHINSON. I will. 

Oats. Barley. 

t0.5Zl t0.6T1 
.427 .595 
.569 .969 
.862 L161 

Mr. WALDOW. This 1-.'l'ain corporation ()( which the gen­
tleman speaks is a corporati-on -authorize(} by Mr. Hoover, is 
it not? 

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Yes. sir. ·ur. Chairman. I yiel<l back 
the balance of my time, and ask the privilege of e~tenuing ,and 
revising my remarks. 

Tbe CHAIUM.AN. The ~eutleman from New JE:'rsey ugks 
unanimous cons.ent to revlRe aml extend hit; remarks In the 
REconD. Is thexe objection? (After a pause.) The Chair 
bear::; none. 

1\Ir. HAUGE~. .Mr. Chairman. I yield fire minutes to the 
gentleman from l\fichigan {1\lr. :McLAtJGHUN]. 

Mr. McLAUGHLIN of Michigan. Mr. Chnirman. 1 think that 
some of the ~entlemen pr~t do n« un<l..erstan.d ju~t what this 
bill is and the principle on wbich it is frrtmetl. Appropriating 
a .comparatively ~llillll sum, 7 .500,000, it is solely for the 
purpose of supplying eed ~rain to the farmers o1 the spring­
wheat area whe>re they are not able to buy it. It hils been 'U1'ged 
that it ought to be extenctoo nnd that ~d ~rain .ought to be 
made available all over the country. I thinl{ gentlemen wh.o 
are urging that really oo not mean \'that they say. This 
amount of money will not euver th~ entire eountry. This 1s 
for a part of the country in which. on 'accotJnt of fai lu,re of crops, 
the people are not able at this time to bUY the wbeat or other 
grain. nor lutve they eretlit with which to buy it. When a 
gentl.em.an from one of the .other Rtatf'.s asks that his State 
he jJt1t in with the ooprin~-wheat Stnt~ be> does uot mt>nn what 

. b.e ·1y aml hE:' lose.." si;dlt of what luu; been <lone nn(l I being 
prepared tor other secti~IlS. Other bills that ha\"e ooen pa. sro 
nn<l ha\"e become laws, .other bills that nre pen<ling, that will 
he paS\.~1 provide fo1· more money and nuthorize th-e ~cretm·y 
of Agriculrur~ to dispose of see<] ;n>:ain."1 nt c~t. The other 
States in which it is difficult to ~et seed grain wm be accom­
modated by th.o e laws. I nm sure that the gn~at Rtate of 
Kew York. from whieh "·e hear oppos:iti{)n to thi~ hill: the great 
State of fassachuf;etts. on1l some others, do not wLsh to cutne 
to f".Aln~ress and ask for Federal a-id. 

Iu the first place. I think the f.a-rmers of those Stntes are 
abundantly able to buy seed if they have an opp.ortnnlty to d.o 
so. ancl that busin R nnd finnncial interE'.sts of tho~e States are 
abundantly able and ougbt to be willin~ tn help theh· farmers 
·who are not able to h1JY and have no credit. The~· are not in 
the unfm·tunate comlition in which the people wh{)m this bill 
will help are now placed . . Now. til£> Committee on Agriculh1re 
refu.c;:e<J to approve this bill when it firRt eame hE:'fore thE:' com­
mittee because it <lid not appr.ove the principle of tnf1i, <>riminnte 
loaning of money by tilt> Government to the farme:-R or supllly­
ing seed on ct·edlt, whe>ther they need it or not;· but, after ex­
tendeu hearings and testimony brought before the committee · 
to the effect that the spring-whent se<'ti(m of the countrv is iu 
grent nee-<1 nnu mu~t ha ,-e thiR help, a majority .of :hE:' eomuJlttee 
yielded oncl prepared and :reporte<l this bill. I early urged 
financial a~i.J;;t:m~e to farmers to enable them to pru<·ure seed, 
hnt the mn,iority of the committee ·\\ere tardy in taking that 
position. That ls thE:' !':ituation In whi.cb the hill In Its present 
limite<I scope eomes hefnre th(? BGus.e, .und that ls the reason 
the committee bas reported tt. . 

1\h·. CANNON. Witt thE' genttet~tan yield for a question? 
'M:r. 'McLAUGHLlN of Michigan. l do. . 

' ~fr. CAN'NON. 'I'hi~ rtrovifl~ fnr f'f)ring whe..'lt? 
1\fr. •:McLAUGHLL T of Michigan. F.or the spring-wheat nrea. 
Mr. CA ... ~. ~oN. I mn informed hy the lt~presentutive from 

' South Oalwt11 'that his ~tate hns fully JWovi4E'<1--
Mr. YO~G of North Hnkota. f\orth Oakota. 
M"I". CANNON. Anti also NQrth Dakotll. 
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Mr. McLAUGHLIN of Michigan. North Dakota, as I under­
stand it, Mr. Chairman, has at a session of its legislature 
authorized the counties to bond for that purpose, and they have 
pretty · well tnken care of the needs of their people. There has 
been some action by the people of South Dakota, and they have 
given as far as they are able--

1\fr. CANNON. The gentleman from South Dakota informed 
me that they had fully cared for it. 

1\.Ir. McLAUGHLIN of Michigan. I do not understand the 
. situation has been fully taken care of in the State of South 
Dakota, but shall be pleas~d to be corrected if I am wrong. 

Mr. DILLON. If the gentleman will yield, I might say that 
South Dakota has had no failure of crops and that our legisla­
ture convened last week and provided by resolution tl1at we 
did not need this aid. They are only taking care of their own 
people. 

1\fr. McLAUGHLIN of Michigan. 'Veil, this "last week" was 
since this bill was reported. This bill was reported to the 
House by the Committee on Agriculture nearly three weeks ago. 

Mr. Chairman. I am altogether unable to account for the at­
titude of gentlemen of this Congress who oppose almost every 
measure calculated to assist the farmers of the country. They 
realize, as every sane man does, that there must be increased 
production of farm crops, particularly wheat. They join in the 
demand for larger crops, and swell the popular cry that "food 
wW win the war." They are sensible enough to place food on 
a level with munitions and men for the Army and Navy; they 
vote for appropriations carrying billions of money, and author­
ize the departments to enter into contracts with private corpo­
rations for munitions, ships, aircraft, and material and supplies 
of all kinds; to make contraCts by which molfey and material 
are· advanced and supplied by the Government, and in addition, 
in many cases, the corporations are guaranteed a profit on all 
their operations. But· as to the farmers, the Congress and the 
administration appeal to their patriotism and let it go at that; 
the suggestion of contracting for production of wheat or other 
farm products or of financial assistance in procuring seed is 
scoffed at; or if help is given it is given grudgingly and not in 
sufficient measure. I do not forget that the food-control act 
of August last gu~antees a minimum price of $2 a bushel for 
wheat of the 1918 harvest, but the failure in any · manner to 
1·egulnte the prices farmers pay for machinery and equipment, 
or prices of other things farmers must buy, has so increased the 
cost of farm operations that $2 wheat is not very profitable. A 
minimum price of $2.20 was fixed for wheat, the crop of 1917, 
but the manner in which that price was fixed or the manner of' 
control of the wheat market by the Food Administration has re­
sulted in making that price the maximum as well as the mini­
mum price. The result has been, further, that prices of all 
other grains, in no way regulated or interfered with by the 

·Food Administrator, have risen very high, out of all propor­
tion to the price of wheat, and during 1918, at least, the farm-

. ers will find larger profit in growing the other grains than in 
growing wheat. In the face of this novel and ynfortunate situ­
ation the farmers are urged to continue to sow wheat; their 
pft.triotism is appealed to, but substantial assistance is refused­
assistnnce, if promptly given, that would encourage them and 
enable them to overcome some of the serious difficulties con-
fronting them. • 

. This bill was prepared and reported in the hope that this 
substantial assistance might be given. 

'!'he bill provides that the Secretary of .Agriculture is author­
ized-=-

• * • to make advances or loans to farmers in the spring-wheat 
areas of the United States where he shall find special need for assist­
ance for the purchase of wheat_, oats, and barley for seed purposes or, 
when necessary, to procure sucn seed and sell the same to such farm­
ers . * * • upon such terms and conditions and subject to such 
regulations as the Secretary of Agriculture shall prescribe. 

And provides further-
That a first lien on the crop to be produced from such seed obtained 

through a loan, advance, or sale made under this section shall, in the 
discretion of the Sect·erory of Agt·iculture, be deemed security therefor 
and that the total amount of such advances, loans, or sales to any one' 
farmer shall not exceed $450. . . 

It seems to me the amount of money to be here appropriated 
for this purpose, $7,500,000, is small, when we consider the 
urgent and immediate ne_ed of assistance to farmers of the 
spring-wheat section of the country, the only section in which 
an increased production of wheat can be had this year; and as 
we take into consideration the immense sums of money ex­
pended or provided for other war operations, some of- them of 
no greater· importance than is the growing of grain for food. 

It has been said here that as the Secretary of .Agriculture 
would be authorized by this measure, if it shall become law, to 

· loan money or supply seed grain to fm·mers '~ upon such terms 

and conditions and subject to such regulations " as he may pre­
scribe, he would virtually be authorized to enter into contracts 
with farmers for the production of grain. And why should not 
contracts for foodstuffs be made'? Money so used will produce 
larger and better results than will expenditures in many of the 
other of the activities in which we are engaged during this war 
emergency. There will certainly be abundant return to justify 
the expenditure of this money-or for its investment, as it 
surely is-and in my humble judgment the bill, more restricted 
in its terms than it ought to be, ought to be passed, and it must 
be passed and become law without further delay if it is to be 
of use this year. 

Mr. CANNON. I ask that hi~ time be extended. 
The CHAIRMAN. The time is under the control of the 

gentleman from Iowa. 
Mr. HAUGEN. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from 

North Dakota [Mr. BAER]. 
Mr. B.A.ER. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to revise 

_and extend my remarks. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from North Dakota ask3 

unanimous consent to revise and extend his remarks. Is there 
objection'? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none. 

1\fr. BAER. Mr. Chairman, I want to take- this opportunity 
to thank the Committee on Agriculture for its patience, its 
hearty cooperation and support of this measure. 

Its indorsement of this bill is sufficient argument for its 
passage. This bill was considered from every angle ..and en· 
tirely upon its merits. It is not a partisan measure. It is a 
war measure, and there is no partisanship in patriotism. I 
believe that Congress will act with the same high spirit of 
patriotism and nonpartisanship with which it has met all the 
war emergencies. 

Critical conditions without parallel have compelled me to 
urge the passage of this resolution. I believe that you realize 
the gravity of the situation and the imperative necessity of food 
at this time. This war will be won by. the gradual process of 
attrition; that is the gradual exhausting of the enemy's re-­
sources. Victory rests with the side that has the last bushel of 
grain in its bin; and I want to see that Uncle Sam is on that 

·side. [Applause.] · 
1\fr. WINGO. Will the gentleman yield'? I am not antago· 

nistic to the bill. I shall vote for it. You provide by this bill 
that this money shall be loaned through State and national banks. 
Are the banks of your State refusing now to make these loans, 
as they are authorized to do under the Federal reserve act? 

l\1r. BAER. There is no authorization for loaning money f<>r 
seed under the Federal reserve act unl~ss the bank guarantees it. 

Mr. WINGO. You have got to make a showing that it is for 
agricultural purposes, and, of course, properly indorsed. Under 
the Feqeral reserve act when any farmer gives his note. for 
getting seed or implements or fertilizer for the purpose of the 
production of food, such a note is eligible for rediscount at the 
Federal reserve bank, and against it Federal reser\e notes may 
be issued. · 

1\fr. BAER. I want to say to the gentleman that in North 
Dalwta--

1\ir. WINGO. .Are your banks refusing to grant that relief? 
' 1\fr. BAE.R. No. They can not give the relief, however, be­

cause they have not sufficient money. The liberty loans and 
other conditions have taken the money out of the State. They 
will loan on land and chattels. 

Mr. WINGO. I am not talking about loans on the land. 
That is under the farm-loan act. But I am talking about the 
agricultural paper provision of the Federal reserve act. Unless 
I am misinformed, your Federal reserve bank is in Minneapolis? 

Mr. BAER. Yes. 
Mr. WINGO. Unless I am misinformed, that bank has 

already loaned .$1,700,000 on this character of papet·. If your 
banks are not granting the relief they should if able, and as 
they seem unable, I can see the necessity for this relief, and 
for that reason shall vote for it. 

1\Ir. BAER. I have the reports, in which they say they can 
not get the relief. . 

Mr. WINGO. If the banks will not grant the relief--
1\fr. BAER. The banks have got to guarantee it. That is 

another reason, in addition to lack of funds. I can .:10t yield 
further. · 

There is plenty of authority in support of this measure. :Mr. 
Hoover says that Congress should make considerable appropri­
ations to farmers who need advances against animals and crops. 
Mr. Lubin, of the Agricultural Institute of Rome, says that the 
allies are depending upon the United States for food. · 

Mr. 1\IOOJl,E of Pennsylvania. 1\!r. Chairman-­
Mr. BAER. I can not yield further. 
1\Ir .. MOORE of Pennsylvania. One question. 
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1\ft•. BAER. I cnn not yiefcl. 1\Ir. J.EVER. I in~st on my motion;. Mr. Clminnun, tlJat the 
Lord Rhond<la, the footl controller of En~lan<l, says if we tfo · committee do now J'i~e. and on t:rutt I ask' for tellei'S. 

not sl1ip E.ngl:md more whent he cun not take the responsibility Tellers were ortlere1l. _ 
of n. suring his people that they can wi11 this wm·. ~tr. I.EVEH and .Mr. MOOitE. of Pennsylvania took t11eir 

r lun-e ref'eiYed 14.000 an wers to questio:muire~ slwwing the place. as tellers. 
nero. In fad there are 40.000 homesteaders an(l twic·p as many ~h·. l\fOORE of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chairman, did the Chaf-r 
needy furruers in the Nortbwe t who require eredit. They huye· state the J}Uestion? 
the lnnd ;m<l the man power. but neeu ;el-'ll on time. T1le CHAIRl\~~. The Chair win state the qtw~tion: Those 

Our farmers have strh·en m11l will strive to suppo~t our who· f:TV•>r the motion tlf the ~entleman from South Carolina· 
Nation. nn.: thnse who have sPed nnd are ~uaruuteed. lahor will [l\l1·. LEVI<~Rl will pll1"S hemeen the tellers nn<l be- counte(l. 
rai.se every po. ihle l)u!=!hel of wheat they can. The <'omwittee di\'ided; an<l the tellers reporte<l-uyes !:, 

True. the A~ricultura\ Department has mncle arrmt~ements noe.· 81. 
to h!l\'P. Rt>etl on the ;!l'ound to be solei for ca. h. hut this seetl' 'l' he CHAIRl\IAN. The committee refuses to riRe. 
Will be of no ~ulue to the fut'lner whn hns not suffi<'ient fun1ls to lUI". HOWARD. :Mr. Cl1airman. not n C]UOI'Uil i::; preseut.' 
buy it. The fnrme1· who baR snfficit>nt fuml usually carries Mr. \VALSH. Mr. Chairman, a point of order. 
over enou~h seed grain for the spriiT'~ seetlin~. It is the- farmer Mr. l\lOOltE of Penn~~·Tvanin. 1\fr. Clwirman, there is nat n 
who n::u~ not the seed an<l bus not the creJit of" whom I urn quorn.m PI'e!"fmt. T make the point of order. 
speakin~. 1 Tl1e CI-L-\.IJt1\tAN. It iF> evident from the vote that there is 

There can he no question as to the· fmpernti\'e neeeAA1ty of 

1 

not n Qt10run1 present. anct the Clerk will call the rull: 
int"reasecl procluetion. 11.1~ winf<"l' \Yhent _hns hePn plante1l. The Clerk enlled the roLl, and the .follo1.ving: Memhers· fulled 
The pnnrest a\·ernge cen1ht10n· of wfnter wbe:-tt on De<>emhe1· 1. to answer to their names; 
1917. ever reported in tbP hi!"tory of the Nmntry. On Decet.nher AndPrson Flood KPllPy, Mich. 
1. 1917. the tl\'Pl'nge- winter whent '>VHS 79.2 per eent ll!" a~ain~t narkl~>y ~lynn Ktnneds._R. I. 
81' 4 . rer <'POt in ~cemher 18!n the lowest rondition P\'Pr Blackmon Gantly K.ettnt>ll · • · · · Bo-t·Iand Garcl KPy Ubio 
hithPrfo reported, nn1l H!; :1g::dn~t 8ii.7 per eent in DeC"emher. Brodl>Pck Waf's KiU.:hin 
Hl16. \Yhen ~he crop of winter whenf nt the foHowing hnn'l'st ~~;:~~~h 3g~~all f!~~~t·dia. 
":n~ wholly madetjttnfe t~• meet our neerls. It tlnPs not ~hmv n Campbell, Ka-ns-. Gootlwin. Ark. J."m·oot 
)neld of nver hn If a hill ton hushels. The Depnrtment of A~·i- Cart>w (;ould Litt!Ppage 
enltnre has stntf'(l thnt they rWPil n hillinn fm. hel.. Tll-is i~ ~andler, N.Y. <-:t·aham Pa:. Mct~tJ a<·b. 
in 'I I Th I 'o-} t ·· 1-'~ f · . ·1 • t In I 'tf')rv \"lS Cl.m<>on c. , uv. Ala M Km!Rv; . lpo~. 1) e. e 11,... lel' ~ le II () SJlMm! \\ lf',l HS . ' ( . Coopl'r. Oht~ OrPPn. Iowa. McLaugbUn, Pa •. 
34(1 000 000 hu. hf'Ts: the nvE>rag~ i.<;; nhorrt 240.000.()00 hn"'fiel!'t. Coopl'r, W. Va Grec·ne, Vt. Mann 
'Vith the <leerellse in fnrm lnhot· and' other di~<·nnrngE>mPnt. it Coplt>y <-!r!«·st M~l·Irer _ 
I · 'hi t . · ?-{). 000 000 h ~h 1 f r· 1 . t 1 t Costello Gr.affin Mt 1.-r. :Mlnre ~ tmpo~~l f' o l ft!Sf' -n · . . ,,u~ f> ~ H sn mg w IP.I • m Crago . Hamill Miller Wash. 
'\>e mm~f eome ns clo~e tn thl!"! M pnF;sihle. The only WHy we Curry. CaL Hamilton, N.Y. MondPll 
can npproneh thi!" neerl is hy pnssing- thiR hill. whi<'h wm in~nre T av!• ' ~cn Ha~son, Miss. A!ort , 
tl I ti f o 000 000 f ·1 t •it"' - ill 1 DPruson Harril'On, Va. NicllollR. ~. C: 

lf> p an n~ o .~ . netf'!" o " lea " u a puss ) -e prot uc- t•• n t . Hayd~>n l\ i ho'!<. Mkh. 
tion of nO 000.000 hn!=!hf'l~ of ::.rr'!lin. 0Pnton };Ja .\"PS O'ShaUJlPSSY' 

If we ne(!lec·t to pnFs thl~ men!"'nre tho•l~R'Fffl~ of nerPs w111 DiPs J!P~ntz f'vN·myea-
·. l.Joollng Helvt>rlng: P:uker. N. :r. rf'mnin unf1ne11. Thousnnds of !llo\\·shnr~ \\ill ru. t ancl will llOJI'mus IJI'r)'~>Y Pat ker, N. L 

stand ns n rep1·oneh o1 our negligen<'e. To ;ron men who rerre-- Drukker Hoirn ·n;worth. PrtPrs-
ent <'itv populntion~ [ \Ynnt to. SHY thnt if v-ou nt'f' nnx1ous to Dunn flf'11Rton Porter 
~ · 1 f 1' ~ t f · th' h'Jl · I T 1 Eclmallii'S Hu:ll . Iowa. Pow~>rs uecrease t 1e <'O!'It 0' tVln~, vo e o.r IS 1 • U('l'l!~-j':f'< prm 'lte- En wor tll Humplueys PriCP 
tion means the .JowPr COl':t of Uvln~. anQ fo()(f ghortn~e in tlri"l'l Estopi~al :rgoe rra~dale. 
countrv or among our ames '>Vonld he a VPr~ . erions pt•oblent Fa! c·h>Id B. L. Jolm!'to,, S. Dal:. R.ainPy 
at thl~ time. Di. srrtigfn('fion an<J socilll unl'est tne worfd o-.;·er ~~~fi~~d.G •. W. ~~~;~· Va. ~~~an 

llodpnberg 
ROS'~ 
TI.om~e 
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~~!:W 
frnlth. T. F. 
Stet>le 
::--Jp•· Iing, Pa. 
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~nllivan 
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Ti kh.,JUJ 
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is raused hv the lack tlf hrend. FPss Kehoe RobPrtlf 
True. W{.'. are con. erYin~ amt we will con~Prve, hnt <'flnserva- The committe(> rose; ann thf:' Spealter fuwing rel'IUmPlf tne 

tion alone will not solve the J)rohlem. t>Ven if we eo-n~e t"n n chair, l\Ir. Pou, Chairmnn of the C'onnuitfi>e ot the "'bole HollSe 
point thnt en<lnngPrs the virility of the- ~:::ti{)n. Our worker!'! on the state of the Uulon, reported that th·tt -!ommittee. hn-Yfng 
in factories an(l war ~nllnstries hm·e heen ns1~e<1 to work lrmger nmlPl' conside-ration the committee: suhstintte fo:r the hill n. a. 
hours to incrense prochlction. ThiF; rnisP.!" the qu~tinn o.f 7795. had found itself without n quorum, and, be- ha•l cnn~e(J the· 
tntninn. If we expe<-t th~f' men to work h:rrdPr. they nnhtr:tllr roll to be caned. whereupon 300 gentlemen ha~l Hn, wereC: "pt>t>s-

1\ ... ill ent m&e. I helieTe the conset"nltinn prohrem is a ~entiLl eut"'; and he submitted a list of absentees to· be rewrded in, the 
one. hut I o \so want to m·~e the grentP~ r•ro<luction. 'l1Iis i!'l Journal. 
the hour· of decision. If we do not net, I beUeve a famine- faees The SPEAK'ER. The <'ommllt~e will resume· its sitting. 
tb worlfl. The committee r~umed its sitting. 
W~ have hasl>:e(l In the fnnciecl S('("Urit~r of our. stfttr~tirs long Mr: LEVER. l\1r. Chairman, I yield' myself three mim1te~ 

enough. Let u face the fn<'t ami wnkf' np. Let us plnnt ev.>ry 1\Ir. Chairman, fur four .roli1l cTays this Howe Rpent its time in 
f<lle acre. Let n . mohilize lahor to :!f't the c-rops out in dne the very important mattPr of fixing tne· salarl~ of JOStnl clt>rks, 
seuson. Agriculture is tlle chief hash;: of nntio-nncl Jll'fl!;;pPrity nnd post-office offidals, ancl the like~ A quorum wa..c:;· always pre ent 
cre<lit. Let us Rupport thi!'! mensure; fir~t. to procTuee· nwre when that bill was being coru:~inere<f. That wa9 a hill taJtil .g 
food for our allies and onrseh·es; secondly, as u \'Tote- of eon- something ·out of the Fe<lernl Tream~ry in the wny of salaries 
fidence in the Ame1·ican farmer. for somebody else. mo)':tly sonreho1ly else who are organiz-ed: and 

The- CHAIRl\tAN. The rtme o-f th·e gentleman hrrs expirecl. have votes. [Laughter.] Here is a proposition whieh u ~Tl-'Ut 
Mr. HAUGF..N. I mn sorry that I cncn not yieTtl to the gen- <'ommittee of t11is House belieYes is important in· t11e- ·winning 

tleman more time. I have about 30 on the list here. of this wur, and yet ;;e-ntlemen con.e in here and make n point 
By unanimous mnsent. l\lr. l\lcLACGHUN of l\fichi;m·n~ Mr. of nu quorum, anrl. nfter the Chail·man of tt.~ committee ex­

~kFADDBN. J\lr. FARn, and 1\fr. FoCB:T were granted lea~e to hnusts every parliamentary eA-pe<lient to get a quorum be1·e, 
ex t end their remarks in th<" REcono. we nre nnt ahle to find it. \Ve have Ldllett 2!'l minutes in calling 

1\Ir. MOOHE of Penn~lnmia. ~Ir. Chairman, I mnlte the tlie ron because there was no quorum presPnt. 
p1)int that thPrP i!; no quflrtml pl'e!"ent. I am not scolding the House at aU. nnd I rise or:ly for the 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Penn. ylvnnia (Mr. purpose of saying that If the fJ-iPnrt!'l of this measure nre suffi­
l\IoonEl mak~ the point that there is no quorum present. The dently in· earnest and are in the majority in this Fiouse to 
Chair will ('otmt. put this bill thron~, and will stay with me, We will keep 

M1·. LBVEH. l\lr. Chnlnnan. r move- that the committee-· do- this emnmitfee· rurrnin~ until t1w hreak nf <lny m){l put it 
now ri. e. an.l upon thJlt I a!'!k for tellers. tlu<ough. Now, wilT you stay? [Applause. l 

Mr. l\fOORE of PennsylYania. Mr. Chai.rman, I insist on I yietti five minutes to- the gentleman· fr.om· Montann [Mr. 
thE> point nf urtler. EvA~sj. 

:!Hr. LEVER 1\fr. Chairman, I move that the committee co The UHAIR~IAN. Tbe gentleman· from Mnnturux is reoo-g-
now ri , e, and on that I den~:nd tt'ners. ; nize<l for five minutes. 

1\fr·. CAN1 TO~. Does thnt motion take pre~enence- of the 1\lt· . .fi.:V.ANS: M1·. Chuinnun~ th's bill appears to me to lJe 
gent'emnn's: point of orrli>r 1hat the1·e is no quorum p~ent? very important to tl'le country. In. the· nour or more of diseu.s-

'I'he CHAIRMAN. Tl1e motion for the c<:>mmittee to ti e; tbe slon of It severn·l objections have bf'eo made to it. One of them 
t-"11nir thinJ-.-s, would' t::rke pr~edence~ ; WaS' th'at it appli-ed to- only n: limited e<rtion of the country. 
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Another was that the bill was fathered by the 
League. Another was something else. 

Nonpartisan. these people. Anyone con•ersant with the settlement of a 

Now, I beg to suggest to this House-and I may repeat some 
things that I said this morning in· discussing the rule--the ques­
tion of authorship of this bill should not enter into it at all. 
Th;s is not the bill of the Nonpartisan League, I may say. Last 
August I introduced a bill practically like this. I foresaw that 
the drought in that western country would cause a shortage of 
crops. and I introduced a bill and hoped to get it through in 
time for last fall's planting. . 

1\fr. GOTI.DON. What would you do in case you bad another 
-drought? What would you do for these men to whom you have 
loaned the money? · -

Mr. EVANS. There would be a greater shortage of wheat 
than there is now. 

1\fr. GORDON. And there would be a shortage of the money. 
[Laughter.] 

l\lr. EVANS. But what will you say if you lose your aero· 
planes?. Will you get them back? What will you say if you 
lose your ships? Will you get them back? What will you say 
if the soldiers are killed? Will you get them back? We are 
trying to save them, not trying to get something back. 

In all that ·western country, as I said to you this morning, 
there are thousands of people--and they are not beggars""'""·ho 
can not give any security except the crop. They do not ask the 
Go•ernment to give them anything, but the Government asks 
them to raise the wheat, and they say, "We will go you fifty­
fifty. If we get a crop, we will pay you back." If they do not 
get a crop this year, they may not pay it back this year, bnt--

1\Ir. MORGAN. Because they do not pay it back this year, 
that is no sign that they will not ever pay it back. I · object to 
your saying they will not pay it back. 

l\1r. EVANS. I say if they get a crop they will pay it back 
on this year's crop. , 

1\lr. GORDON. It is not proposed to take security, but take 
a chance on this year's crop? 

1\Ir. EVANS. Great God ! If they had security they could 
go to the bank or to the financial institution and borrow the 
mone•. That js the kind of men we are trying to help-those 
who have not the security to give. 

Gentlemen. in that section of the country thousands of home­
stead entries are being made. I am sure 80,000 a year are being 
made in the public-land Stat~s. Those men can not get title fn 
one, two, or three years. 

If there are 60,000 a year, there are at least 1801000 of these 
homestead entrymen of the last three years that have not got­
title to their lands. They are new people. They have just re­
cently come into that country. They have nothing but their 
courage and the muscle of their arms to start with. 

I\fr. CRAMTON. While the Government takes a chance on a 
few dollars to furnish the seed, the farmer takes the chance of 
his farm and all his timer -

Mr. EVANS. Yes; and the Government does not take a chance 
longer than six months. 

l\1r. CRAMTON. If the Government preferred to treat the 
farmer as he treats the manufactrn·ers of munitions-furnishing 
material and paying a per cent of profit on the cost of produc­
tion-if it would make the same arrangement with the farmer, 
furnishing material and paying him a per cent or measure of 
profit on the production, the farmer then taking no chances, I 
suppose your farmers would not object to that arrangement. 

ML·. EVANS. They are not even asking that. 
1\Ir. CRAMTON. But then they would be on an equality basis 

with the munitions manufacturers? 
Mr. EVANS. Yes. 
Mr. GORDON. The only difference is that t11e munition manu­

facturer in e\ery instance has got property to secure the loan 
the GoYernment makes to him. 

l\1r. MORGAN. How much? 
Mr. GORDON. The Government does not adYance any money · 

unless it is secm·ed. 
Mr. CRA 1TON. But they .are dead sure of a profit. 
l\1r. GORDON. The Government is dead sure of getting its 

money back, too. 
l\Ir. EVANS. Let me suggest · that in the section from which 

I corne we do not gauge citizenship by the a!Dount of money a 
man has in his pocket or the credit he has at a bank. [Ap­
plause.] We have thousands of these men, who are without title 
to their property. 

They are a courageous, patriotic, self-reliant people. They 
have just settled in that broad expa-nse of territory. They 
are building homes and. schoolhouses and roads and bridges. 
There are no cities of importance. There are no financial cen­
ters there, no financial institutions able to extend credit to 

new country knows that if in the period of two or three 
years, three or four hundred thousand people migrate into a 
new farming country, that their greatest drawback is money 
with which to · <lo business. Ten years from now these people 
will all be well to do. They have lands-productiT'e lands­
but they ha•e not title to these lands and they therefore have 
nothing to give as security to the man· who has money to loan. 
And, as suggeste<l, there arc exceedingly few men in that sec­
tion who have money to loan because they, too, are new in 
the country. I hope no one vdll gain the impression that .the 
people of l\1ontana arc mendicants or beggars. There -are no 
more ·courageous, self-reliant, or patriotic people in the world 
than these people, half of whom have· come into the State 
witllin the last two or three years; nnu everyone knows that 
as a rule the man who leaves his home and comes to take up 
land in a new country is a man without money. If he bad 
already gotten_ a start in life, if he was in good circumstances, 
he ·would JWobably have remained at his original horne and not 
gone into a new country to endure the hardships that are 
always ent.'liled with such a settlement. ·western Iontana, 
the older settled part of the State, is amply capable and will­
iug to take care of any demands made upon its people. The 
territory to which I here refer is that great expanse of eastern 
1\Iontana, a territory 400 miles long and 200 miles wide. The 
men of this House do not seem to grasp the situation. Again 
I say the people of l\Iontana are not lach"ing in patriotism, nor 
are they beggars. 'Vben the call to urms was sounded in this 
country, Montana furnished more men in proportion to her 
population than any State in the Union. 'Vhen both liberty 
loans were placed before our people, we oversubscribed the 
same to a greater extent than the people of any other State 
in the Union in proportion to our assessed valuation. "'ben the 
Reu Cross <:all was made; we oversubscribe<l our allotment 
250 per cent. To shov,· 3·ou how that State has grmvn I beg 
to say that in two years the voting population increased 143 per 
cent. That State has t\Yo Representati•es on the floor of this 
House based upcn the census of 1900, aml ret we registered 
more men under the selective draft ilJ.an did either of the 
Dakotas with three Repre entaU•es, more than the State of · 
Colorado with four Hep1·esentatives, more tbnn the State of 
\Vashington with five Representati•es, almo t as many as 
the State of Kansas \Yith six Representatives. We were able 
to do this because a large percentage of the newer population 
are young, sturdy, single men who have come into that State 
to builu homes out of a wilderness. Thls is the cla s of people 
that proponents of tllis bill ask that seed may be furnished 
this year that they may double the 11roduction of wheat in 
that section. These people are pioneers-real pioneers-anu 
they are not asking any charity at the bands of the Govern­
ment. 

They want to do their bit. They want to pay for e,·erything 
they get. When a crop is made they will pay fol' all seed fur­
nished them, and above all they are patriotic anu want to \\in 
the war. They want to raise wheat becau e they are on wheat 
land and because the American people need the \\heat. It is 
just as important to the American people that we have wheat as 
it is that -n-e have guns and ships and munition . _ Last year we 
spent nearly twenty billions of dollars in an effort to terminate 
the war. The President, the Food Administrator, and all otber 
farseeing men are begging ancl urging the people to conser•e the 
bread supply and to produce more foodstuff , and we here in 
Congress haggle over the proposition of appropriating se•en an<l 
a half million dollars to furnish our annie with bread. ·we 
ha•e appropriated money to furnish the capital for the conduct 
of the railroads, for shlpbuilding, for munitiou of war, for fer­
tilizer, but we balk when it comes to furnishing money for seed 
to produce foodstuffs. This is not a 't pork-barrel~· measure; it 
is a war measure; and I confidently belie•e thnt in proportion 
to the money carried in this bill it wlll bring a much or better 
results than any similar amount of money expended elsewhere 
in the twenty billions of dollars already appropriated. 
· l\.Ir. GORDON. I ask unanimous consent that the time of the 
gentleman from Montana be extendetl five minute . He was 
interrupted by 1\fembers, including myself. 

1\fr. \VALDOW. Regular order, Mr. Cl1nirman_ 
1\lr. RUBEY. I yield to the gentlemau from \Vasllington [Mr. 

DILL] two minutes. 
l\1r. DILL. Mr. Chairman, I come from that part of the ·wheat 

country which lies between the Rocky Mountains and the Cas­
cades known as the dry-wheat section, and I can say that there 
are u'terally thousands of farmers in that country ·who will be 
able to raise greater acreages of wheat if seed wllent can be 
furnished them on short credit. The condition:,; that have been 
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- . described as existing in the State of Montana because of the 

drought exist to a large extent throughout eastern Washington 
and t lle adjoining regions. That country has been producing 
about 20,000,000 bushels of wheat each year. Unless there is 
some help given to these farmers much of the land that was 
broken last summer for wheat this spring will not be planted. 
Because of the drought last year the wheat crop was a failure in 
many sections. There was a small acreage of '"·heat planted 
last fall, and I have received large numbers of letters from 
farmers asking for this legislation. 

Mr. KEARNS. Why can they not go to their local banks and 
borrow this money? . 

Mr. DILL. For the simple reason that many of them are 
tenant farmers who have no security on which to borrow money 
from the banks. A large number of otp.ers are homesteaders 
o:· are too poor to give Lhe necessary security. 

Mr. KEARNS. What security are they going to give the 
Government? 

Mr. DILL. They will give simply the security of the crop 
that they will raise. 

Mr. KEARNS. Why can they not go to the banks and get 
the banks to loan them money on that same security? 

Mr. DILL. Because the banks will not accept it. 
Mr. KEARNS. Why should the Government do soJLething 

that the banks will not do? 
Mr. DILL. Because the Government is in a world war, and 

it is the business of this country to raise all the foo<.l possible. 
[Applause.] 

Mr. KEARNS. The banks are interested in the winning of 
the war, are they not? 

Mr. DILL. Yes; but they can not loan out the money under 
the State laws controlling banking, nor with safety to their 
stockholders. As the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Cox] sug­
gests, they are in the business of banking for the purpose of 
making money. The Government is going into this business 
for the purpose of producing food to win the war. 

Mr. KEARNS. The banks of that section of the country are 
a part of the Government, are they not? 

·Mt·. DILL. Oh, no. 
l\Ir. KEARNS. They are interested in it. 
Mr. DILL. Yes; they are interested in it. I have no com­

plaints to make against the banks in this regard, because I 
doubt whether it would be advisable, from a business stand­
point, for the banks to loan money on such security. I do not 
support this bill from a business standpoint, but I do support 
it from a patriotic standpoint. [Applause.] We can not afford 
to haggle and delay at a time like this. We must act, and act 
in tlle manner that will result in the production of as much 
wheat as possible. 

Mr. RUBEY. I yield to the . gentleman from Texas [Mr. 
You ·o] five minutes. 

Mr. YOUNG of Texas. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I do 
not know that I can add very much to what I said in the dis­
cussion of this question while the rule was being considered, 
but I have such a deep conviction as to the wrong that is about 
to be done and as to the farce that is about to be perpeh·ated 
that I rise for the second time to enter my protest against this 
kin<.l of legislation. [Applause.] I stated in my speech before 
that the Secretary of Agriculture opposed the original Baer bill 
when it was before the Committee on Agriculture. I stand here 
to reaffirm that he opposed that bill and said it was not a good 
proposition an<.l not good business, and advocated that it be not 
reported out of that committee, and no member of that commit­
..tee will .dispute my statement. This is a revamp of the orig­
inal Baer bill, cutting down the amount from $50,000,000 to 
$10,000,000, because they think they can get $10,000,000 through. 
That is all there is to it But it is the same principle, and the 
committee killed that Baer bill when it was considered before. 
Now, how did they camouflage and get it back into the com­
mittee and on the floor of this House?· They did it by inserting 
one new proposition. That proposition is a mobilization of 
labor. God knows we have got a Labor Department down here. 
We have given them millions of dollars to do the Yery work 
that this $2,500,000 is supposed to do. Here you come and offer 
to duplicate that expenditure and have another force of em­
ployees camouflaging in this bill by bringing a new item into 
it in order to offer a $7,500,000 proposition to loan money to 
166,666 people to make a crop this year. There are just 30 
more days in which to plant spring wheat, and another body 
has got to pass on this bill. Are you fooling yonrsel,ves? Are 
you not intelligent men'? Do you not know. that this bill can not 
pass the other body, if they were favorably disposed to it, and 
then this machinery pe set in motion to loan to 16G,66G people 
$450 apiece to buy wheat to sow on their land? I will tell you 
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what is the truth. · why do you not go and do -like Texas did? 
Our legislature appropriated millions in order to relieve the 
drought-stricken section of that State, where 144 counties were 
stricken barren. That is the course that ought to be pursued. 
Oh, I have a feeling for the people in the drought-stricken sec­
tion, but that feeling can not run away with I;De and make me 
violate a governmental principle and perform a farce in this 
House in saying that we are going to give you $7,500,000. 

I believe in raising this wheat, and here is a sensible proposi­
tion. The Secretary of the Treasury will back every one of 
these banks down there with public funds, as he has done in the 
industrial centers, and as he has done in my State to relieve 
the cattlemen who have lost their all, but he made the banks 
get behind these· loans, and he makes .it a banking proposition, 
so that the Government will not lose one dollar of the money, 
and it will be paid back because these banks back up that 
credit; and let me tell you a man who is worthy of credit in 
the country where I come fi·om, and I believe it is true of every 
other section of the United States, is able now, if he is honest 
and industrious, to go to his local banks and borrow money 
with which to buy seed in order to raise a crop. · You talk 
about the bankers not being patriotic. They a're patriotic. 

Miss R~""KIN. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. YOUNG of Texas. They are pah·iotic and they will ad­

vance this money if the man on the farm . is worthy of the 
credit, because in order that the bank may succeed, the country 
in which they are located must succeed. I yield. 

Miss RANKIN. Has the gentleman any bank in a homestead 
district in his State that can loan $1,000,000 to the farmers? 

Mr. YOUNG of Texas. We have no homestead distl'icts in my 
State, but it does not change the principle of the thing. I take 
it that in the homestead districts the banks are anxious that 
the homesteaders shall succeed, because, unless they do succeed, 
the banks ultimately will have to go out of business. 

Mr. BOOHER. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. YOUNG of Texas. Yes. . 
l\1r. BOOHER. Will the gentleman please explain the differ­

ence between the principle involved in this bill and the principle 
invol\ed in appropriating every year $500,000 for the eradica-
tion of the Texas cattle tick? [Applause] ' 

Mr. YOUNG of Texas. If the gentleman can see any compari­
son between the two i terns, he sees more than any other person 
in this House can see. · 

The CHAIRMA...N". The time of the gentleman from Texas 
has expired. · 

Mr. HAUGEN. Mr. Chairman, I yield three minutes to the 
gentleman from Kentucky [l\fr. LANGLEY]. 

Mr. LANGLEY. 1\Ir. Chairman, I am heartily in favor, and 
especially when we are at war, as we are now, and when food 
ls so important to the winning of that war, of the Government 
aiding the farmers as liberally as possible in producing the 
maximum of foodstuffs of which the soil is capable. In<leed, 
at the risk of being calle.d a paternalist, I will say that I think 
the subject of agriculture is so important to the country, not . 
alone in war times but in peace times as well, that I am in 
favor of still larger appropriations for the distribution of seeds 
and the dissemination of literature to aid in their proper plant­
ing and cultivation. But, l\Ir. Chairman, returning to this 
bill and having in mind the discrimination and sectionali rn 
which it embodies, I wish to say that I believe in equal rights · 
to n:ll and exclusive privileges to none. I am that much of a 
Jeffersonian Democrat. [Lau.ghter and applause.] 

Mr. NEELY. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield? 
l\Ir. LANGLEY. I will not. The gentleman ought to know 

that he should not seek to interrupt me when I have such a 
brief time allotted me. 

This bill in its present shape reminds me of what a fellow 
said to his partner who had charge of the cash register and 
who was using too. much of the net profits of the concern 
When the other partner complained about that, he said, "011, 
tl1at will be all right in the end. We are in cahoots, yon know"; 
to which the complaining partner replied: "Yes; I know we are 
in cahoots, but the hell of it is that you are getting the money 
and I am getting the cahoots." [Laughter.] 

This bill as it now stands gives all of the benefit to you 
fellows who are in the spring-wheat areas, while we of the 
corn belt are getting the cahoots. [Renewed laughter.] 

1\lr. Chairman, I am in favor of amending this bill so as 
to include Kentucky, which I beg to remind you is still one of the 
States of the Union. [A_pplau.se and laughter.] 'Ve raise com-
paratively little wheat in Kentucky, and what we do raise 
-we sow in the fall of the year. We raise some buckwheat, 
and if I have a chance I believe I will offer an amendment to 
strike out the word " spring " and insert the word " buck." 
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[Lnu,ghh'r.l Thnt ·would come· nenrer tn helping· us: In Kew 
htcky· if the hill i to he conflned to the· current year. We· r:ti e 
a good de:thof tt>bar~o ' in Kentucky, too, and we alsu mise smne 
~"Ule • in ~puts. [Laughter. J' 

A M.~mER. A n<l some rYe 'l' 
1\lr. LANGLEY. Yes; and some rye. too. [Eaughter.l But 

our- great sniple is corn and I s.hall not vote fol" this bill unl s 
ft. is muemTed o us· to· include' cm'D, because we are short of 
~ cm·n there.. 'e, pecially in the mountairr section; aml my 
lufunnation i · that the price of; good set'tl et>rn- is pr.ac-tically 
prohibith·e. Tltere is another r<"a on why thinlL this bill 
slwuW inc·lude th(>' loaning of money to farmer ·for the. purclmse· 
of seed corn. and that is that1 I think- nor so.ldim boys: \TilO 

::rre ·m·er tllere fighting f(lr us are entitled to. thf' ve.ry hest of 
everything. [Apphm e. 1 1· am in favor of. them having hiS('nit 
ancl ull of the · wheLt breart they ann e11t. Corn h1-eml Is goo] 
ennugh for u. hn.c•k he-re, antl I un iJ fnvm·· of us eating: corn 
ur; au exelusiYely her; at home in. order thut we:. mny he nhle 
to , end more when1 "over there/' The- hestl wuy, tn ae:compli~h 
thnr Lq tu amend this · b1ll so tilnt our fal'lners mtrv· be nhle to­
VUI-chase uwre ~E'IJ corn, which l is so · s:c."lrce. in KEmtuck:y ami ' 
other seet1mis of 't11~ country and thereby ennhle our farmp-rs 
tn ruise ·mur-8' corn. not to he' rued til prorlucing .whatt Kpnttwky 
fOrmerly utilized n grent denl of eurn f,lr .. heenu~e · thE.> ufcl C nn­
mcmwenlth is gning dry pretty,•soon but:to·rnis _it in or(ler: ·tllat 
we mny ~ nhle to !':end all of our wheat~ across· the: sea to • our 
allies nnd our soltllm'S. [Apnlnuse!} 

l\1r·. HA:UHEN. l\1r. Chnirnmn. l . ~;el~ three minutes to the 
gentlPrnnn from Intlinnt.v [Mr. Bt:.:ANDJ .. 

!lr: Bl.AND. 1\lr; Chairman unci h"entlemen ot"the committee. 
tln~~~ is only one PS.CU. e ·fnr' thjs. lrind nfJ legislation. and thut is 
the Nution's extreme neee-:. ity for- mor"C bread material. We 
are the food • providers · of- the ctv-ili7.ed worhl ' to-day. .A1 few 
millions of bushels of wtientr on corn muy menn the. winning nr: 
lo~iug o~ this war~ Tt1€" l~re~itlent.. the Secretary of' ~kul­
ture, l\1r . .Hoo"er. tlw Fooct Director. tmtl the.: members ot the 
grent Agricuiturnl Committee RUy. tha tltis il a wurmea~ure · of 
gi~at ancl ilnpet1ltl\•e ihlpot-:.nm{-e_ and' r shatl~ support it o.n, tl1e 
theory- tllat· 1t is a war men ure. 

Complaint has been made· here By cer.tairr Members that this · 
bill mean that tiLe Government' will tul{e R ' lnr~~ pm't' ot the 
$7:500;000 nppropriated and Ieml it to grnhr gruwers "~tthnut 
the usual kintl of a !'eelllity which good biudness;: men woultJ · 
require. I. do mlt" attempt ta·jn.sotlfy tlie pas.o;;a~ of. this bill to 
enable the Gon~mment' to go into the busine.qs of buy:in~ and' 
selltng seed or lemUug mnuey- to grain growers. aruh taking a 
lien upon their crop as ·. sP<'tlrity. ru u bank1ng or · money, Joanin~. 
nropm;;ttien, hut" ns a: means nf. Increasing. th~ bread su-pply. of 
the· world. whieh in mr .1.uclgment is the • mos;r import::rnti fnetoJt 
in• winning the wat if: lt lnllts lln,, cnns.hlernl11P len,;rtb·· n~ thne. 

But~ . gentlemen. r personally tliink you COU.Ifl: justi~. the p:ts­
sn...~e: o( this act. bettt>-r· if you. <lid ! not make: it so seetlonu.r. in1 
its provl!Uons. . ltl is true you.: liave cut out· tl:ia.: worc[g· .. in: tfi.e 
sprjnJ{-WhPrrt ar~ns" and lllilde it~ pl11Vl!dons .,pply ro th.­
Whole Nation; tint since:- ft: only applies' ttt the crop of tli yettr­
Dll8·an<l onl. provides for. wheat, tim•loy. and oats~ . itwilt 11nve 
little utller applic:ltion.. t:luw. to. the districts., whel.-e ~prlng wheut 
is: planted. 

l' bnve p1-opu~ed • an nmenrtment to tli:e first S&'tlon, or the. bllO 
· Which . would · authorize the•Secr.eracy. ot: A~i{'UitU~· tt) purchase­
and sell either on time or credit~ as' lie tleem be&. seet corn. 
in the corn helt of tt1e Unitet1 Stntes; Ir any o-f y,o\T. gentlE>· 
men knU\V any good reason wh~ you. should nor include see.l 
eor.n in th~ distric•tR uf. the ' UnJtro Stutes where· lnst year·'s­
corn crop wus fro t. bitten ta. the extent of 15::pe cent I wnuld 
like to beur it. 

Some one lUis said t11at there-Is alreudy- an. nppl'opriatinn to 
tn.ke <·are of the seed oue, tlorr. lf. this i trne. and if tlint 
lll)})l'Oprlntion is a<lel}JlHte; tlien why the neces ity· of: tbis-11il1 
for the- Rpt1n~-whffit nren 'r That ar;roment" affe(.>tS this whole 
bill nntf. shoulrt not hl"" m~ed : alone against. one: section of, tlie 
oounn~y- any more> thurr nnorher: 

Antl wlille wee are · on· tilE> 8Uhject- I: want to sny, to. you that 
yvu huve not treated the · firrmer of the.. great Midcll West. 
fuirly in this nnd ttw lustt s~sion nf Congress: The. fanners 
oli my clistrict and S.b1t~ nre- pntl'iotie aml nn- not oppnsetl to. 
tbeir sons going to tbe•finttle· f:t'ODt to. ftgbt in. this death strug­
gle· fur t.he life of. this- RPpublic. Tliey woulll t•esent enngres­
sionul nction t~at. wuu.1t1: cl.fmy to tfiem the privll~e of: shnring­
trr thtr· gJnry of tb'ls. ~l'l'at , f'41U,_S: r tfliuk and. ronny 0~ them 
ttiink· •. that there are fnmtnces wh~r·e. bt•y:s · hu:v~ brerr trrl<en 
fi-om. furrus \Vbo couHI have s-E'l"Vecl theh· eountry best. fnlluw­
thg: the plrnv. Cong.rE.>ss. nuthor·ized the p ·resi:dentt. tc~t E.>Xt~mf't 
:fhrmer boys fc010 the" tfrnf where• they Wm"e" ~ssentiat tO: the· 
conduct of the operation of the farm. Jn, some communities 

little, if" aey, rP~rd , was~ givPt by exe.lnptfou hoard to tht9 
irnportunt· question. Thou.:;ands of young men surety needed 
to produce bread ar·e now in the trn:inlng · <1tl11~. ThP c·ry 
forfarm·help ·fs heard on every. hand; -and •I 1nn th1d1tlmt' bitck 
in my d1Rtrfctl in lncliana, in ewr)':' c·CJun:t~ nu ·1'1ouePrw are tmsy 
. elling. farm-implements aml farm stoek~ anEl that'!'thet'e is great 
fem that thP ·farmers · wiH not bP enahi-E't~ · to prorlu as · much 
grain ; as· they have- oeen aceustomplt to t prolfltld~ . . Hin<"e ' the 
world is loohing-c to u for., food it is unfmrtunate if thl condi~ 
tion actually exists. 

Practically everyone agrees thnt· in: iu~tnncp,_~ ·w m-boys are 
essential t(} the plantin~. C'Uitivnting. :mel" hnrv~tltlg- of this 
yenr's- crop they should be- furlnugllN1 ond 'permittro m go home 
and do ~ tl:is, important wm~k before · tnkirr~ tqr furtbe-rr mllitm•y, 
rlutie:-: .. By- n unanimous votE>: a~ I rPm~et· lt. twn,\YPeks- u~o 
we passed a bill authoriz-ing~the Secretnr~ of W:.u~· under rules 
and regulations to be u.:.a<le h~ him; to • furlou~li l this dal'l of 
boy!':, I hnve '"orn the ~nl~ off of my shoes nnt W'om out a 
(.'<mple- of tele-phones. ft;mrntiv-ely , peuk'i~ In tb'e fli'frf.rent war 
dPpartmen~, trying to find out if therP is go.Jn~ to-·l~ any · rnl~ 
an<l regulations made for furlouglting. tlW~E' bnyS; and. ~entle­
men. I finaily gave up irrdesynth·. :No· -onE>~ ·h ' fill): of thE>" wu.-v cl -
p}lrtments knew am·thing ahnnt WhE' ber; SU.Cll prnvistons :md 
ar.rangemerrts wert> ·bf"ing mnde:. aml :I Vffittn'P tli~ ~tsgprffnn tliat 
no suC'h nrrnngement will he mncle.. TbeJ Pr~iclE>nt: . ·~ed tlie 
blH, aJtbough. I am 1 informed that Toe· Adjutant General ' pl·e­
pm·f><t·rrnd 1>-'Uhmltted a hriPf in· an nttemptl l to pr~ him fi·om 
doing so. The Q{>npral Staff Is agninst it. TTtis Is notrr pollticnl' 
·matter; the · GE>nPrru · Staff; are only look~ tn . tlfe- question of 
gettin~ an anny tog-f'thPr. 'Ve nrP trying:ttnlOok oot nnly to the 
qu~iomof getttn~ n.n nrtny tc~e.ther: · hut to :rni!l;e- ·fnact to fet>d 
tbPm and· rul of our prople a:nd our ·am~- lf~ thf?T del s mu h 
longer.. it Will' he •too late tO!(}() the farlll'er: n:ny, • good . . Be- ougbt · 
to· know·,,1m to dep"Pnd upon- now. 

A large=- part! of rmUuna1..q lastJ )renrS: earn cro}l'J which was 
· fr·o!':tbitten. was in the field In DN"Pmhet·l· am1 .Jomml"V'; T.be 
1 Indl::rmn If'erteral fonti' (lJreetor. ca~ oTen' here.;: "11Tc.+ thE' Ron. 
Lrncm.N DIXON, my collmgut-: intrnducf'fl ~ :ll · hiH~ nutltorlzin~ the 
flist1llntion of t.hi~ corn into alcohnl to mulc.e 'mr1 munitions out 
of. For some reason the · bill. n~ver- got: ou.t of: committee. hut 
nfter the~n liad rntte<l1 imthefielcl 'thE> -ereshlent mrule. an Exec­
utive: ordPr pe.rmitttng: Itt t(} l"e-diRtUled 

'Dhe F~lernl·· fnod director in· lndlann tPlt8 me t:Jid· the sero~ 
cnrn qUP~tion· ln my. StntP,.. i~ ~<'11te. 1' fmr. that' ,l"'rtmess ~ 
will .b ··plfultert~ nndllf: Reefh.'6rn. i. ~lUng f'nl'rthe fh:.h1:iliru prlf.-es 
r. 'I)O.r.ted. Idear. in many in.qarrees;. om~'grnl !cmm1 1anrt will lie 
Idle. lf ~1 1 t'tlrlL is irnportetl ! into ,our S-fub'l ' frtmt tert·ito.ries 
north or.· !IDUtli oft us·· it may rrultnr:er· t o rorty; o tm•• lnte. If 
my ~:lmPnclment is fHloptecl. it will lenve. it tr)l • tO'Jtlle Re<-·r"'ttt:ey. 
of>'• Agricrrltttre; probnbly: tbrm~gH·, :Mr'.' Cln.1!:tie Clft nr. Bnrnurcl, 
of· the Federal food commis~ion of Indiana, . ten~ tlfe- rJ.ght 
kind o .. f ~tl · corn nnd tbPn tbmugfl.1 ttw <.'fntnty' muncns~ or 

' county· a gem& gM It· t the· ri:dlt- pi aft> frti tJ:Ma: rt~ht t1tne: When 
I · \vas on the fnrm l • think we· plimt~dt ffnt~t 6' tl• .S<n.er with. 
1 b~he.J'of'l~eer1 mrn It doeg nat' menn :n· ~e.tt nuttas. oft·mont\v; 
hutJ it' IR-im}l6rtant: that thp· 1'ight kiind 'nf ~~1 ·cc•I'TI i~ tiHll"::Ugltly 
S<'atter.erli amon~ the corn ~rowers of~ th MhlAt · w~~ T11ey 
ought to b flistrihut1ng thift- seNl ' ~mnHmw, aml if' 'tti1s·nmemt• 
IDMltJ nasse- r hCJ}W tilE" Rennt~ wm :mtiek'l~ a;ct'' lJ.ROG.· tltiS· hill:, 
a.nc.l th:lt. It will he< putt into opPra.tfmrr ·nt on : . 

r am·\\··nting. to h lp the--gt·.ent~ ~m·thw~tl pvm'lllP nnrr~-wbent. 
I · ffo nor. l:JE>~cl~ · tli.Pm th~ morrey. tbeo · Gi~ nm~nr 111 , IE>nd 
them.. If tllP wlrea11 i ·pi ante& a rnl w , nP.Ver. l!f>t l tllf'·· mony. llnck, 
it 1&. l my jrulgment~ a. goocf inveJ::ttnmt! Ahnnt ev.-ry n.pp1-o­
prfatl'om mnde so far bas missetl the MlrMl West: 1 thirrli If 
is--time tbnt yo were giving: ~· Httl~ comdrtern:tio 1 t'i the Mi 
sisslimi Vnlley. ant] unle -you tufopt 1DYJ nmP.ntltrrP cnt give 
m an ' opportunity at onf·e'-to get" properly t~oo I 8t"N1 rorn for 
our corn grn"'(>l"S a actua I rost, to ' the: Gav~ you. are 
do1ttg my· peopr a gran.- injustice. 

1 Th~CR:AUtl\fAN. . Th · till:le' ut the gentiPmnn;liruvexpiNltl: 
Mr. HdUOID. Mr. Cbninnnn I i yiPid' rru-ee-·minntbs ta •the 

gent1eman froru ·Sonth Daliota [1\11·. DJLT.ON~ 
'Mr. DILl .. U... . 1\fi·. Chalrmnn. a.eoonUng, toe' tlie- heat1hgs 

i before th Committee nn ' Agrit-u I tUJ'{'I ·tn ar ,, prrxlu•"'l~m 1l ;m. ·ns 
, is 25• per c-ent short.. 0kJahuma- Is• 20 1 per.- <'en shnrt; aorl Ne-
braska is-·2G pel' cent short; r rom : frnn n eongrffi! tonal tli • 

· triet1 thn mises every s enr 42,000.000 ~tm t ·of <•o.rn U.OOO,OOO 
hu-shPiw· tJf. whPnt. n.nd 1 22.000.000 lm. bws- of ontR, nnrl yeo I 

• huve "'eeu· the time. In my life in whh.·h tti • s::~me- fnmu•r. tlmt 
1 are:>prot.lucing tbese-Jnunense c.rop~ Wen"·m.urtgagtrrg;thE>it" crr•fiS 
i to1 huy· Keetls. '11Tli ~- is. 3!· questiuo nf· ~orrn~P ffild ' af- tlr tUghr; 
1 I- is·, m a' question ' of. s(ll("timru.liRm ln r lffil ' U'len- w~re ~me. 
; five o-r- 811. eountle in t11e· n(}rtll\ est· lltl.r flt;my Stot that: by 
reason of drought had a shortage·· of" crops. 'Ve liad a law 
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upon our statute books by which the county commissioners the Go\ernrnent through that mall _chance does increase the 
could loan to tile farmers and take buck a crop mortgage. · I pr.ouuction of wl;leut _ by-100,000 acres or more, the Natio_n gets 
want to give you the experience of four counties in 191.2. In its return in that increase for the chance that it has taken. 
Perkins County the commissioners loaneu $67,000 to 1,292 farm~ Pei·sonally I believe the time is close upOll us when n greater 
ers, and there reruains uncollected only $5,700. 1\Ieade County share of the chances in food production ml.1st be taken by the 
loaneu $9.000 to 125 farmers, anu only $680 remain uncollected! Go\erqment in order. to insure sufficient for our absolute rieces­
In Pennington County they furnished 8,190 bushels to 117 farm- sities. Contracts out and out for production of foo<l are as 
ers, and there hns not been a dollar lost of the loans in that logical ·as contracts for production of clothing or ordnance, and 
cou,nty. In Butte Qounty $10,000 was loaned to 200 farmers, are at this moment as necessary to the winning of tlle ''ar. 
and there remains only $1,500 uncollected. It is a question As yet the country has not realized it. Within a year stern 
of drought _in certain sections of the country. You can not necessity will teach .us. . 
produce more winter wheat because the day has passed, but The CHAIRMA.N. Tl1e time of the gentleman has expired . .... 
you can produce more spring wheat to feed our armies abroail! l\lr. HA.U:GEX. Mr. Chairman, I yield two minutes to the 
Now is the time to do it, and you can do it by granting the gentleman from Nebraska [l\lr. SLOAN]. 
provisions of this bill. Out in some of these sections of the 1\Ir. SLOAN. l\lr. Chairman, I do not think this is a ques­
Northwest we ha\e had droughts anu they are unable to buy tion of favoring the citizens of Montana or North Dakota. 
seed for cropping purposes. It was stated here by the gen- The sole question is whether or not- we shall set at work . a 
tleman from Montana [l\fr. Ev.A. 'S] t)lat tp.ere were 20,000 en- potentially capable set of people who can not without this ris­
tl·ymen on homesteads under the homestead laws last year. sistance render the best that is ill them. The winter-wheat 
Many of those people wlio have taken homesteads went out . crop is not what the Government expected, either in. acreage 9r 
there without machinery, without teams, without credit, and _quality. The one opportunity to incr~ase for America and her 
without money. You can not raise ::myfhing tl1e first year; it allies wheat bread, which lias been the war bread for thousands 
takes time to open up a farm. · of years, is to increase the spring-wheat acreage. It will not 

The CHAIRMAN. ·The time of the gentleman bas expired. • affect my district. It will not affect my State, but it will 
Mr. CANNON. I ask that the gentleman be given a half a affect several States where there are tens of thou ands of 

minute in order to ask a question. Sixty thousand. homestead- . homesteaders. And as the Government desires to make most 
ers in Montana? · efficient its soldiers in the field it ought to render efficient the 

Mr. DILLo'N. I mean 20,000. · farmers wherever they lack the tools or the means . . 
1\Ir. CANNON. But 60,000 throughout the United States; is I am somewhat ·familiar with the banking situation in the 

that il? new parts of Montana, and I . know the banks have loaned to 
. · Mr. DILLON. I {lo not know the number. The gentleman their utmost capacity. A.nd this is ·simply a loan you are mak­

from Montana [1\fr. EvANS] · made · the statement there were ing in your own interests to increase this wheat product. I 
20,0Po" homesteaders last year in the State of 1\fontana." have· no doubt that i{ the Government will make these loans its 

1\:lr. HAUGEN. 1\Ir. Chairman, I yield three minutes· to the losses will be very slight. I am confident that if we· loan these 
gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CRAMTON]. few millions to the farmers of these Northwestern States we 

Mr. CRAMTON . . 1\Ir. Chairman, my support of this measure are just about as liable to have it paid as the loans we are mak­
will not be given it. on the ·ground ·that I anticipate that this ing, not by millions, but by billions, to our allied friends in other 
measure alone will Win the war, but because I believe it is one countries . . An~ while I trust the allies, their ·Governments, and 
that will help_ to win · the war, and because it tends to recognize their people. I would rather trust our friends in our neighbor­
certain conditions ·that exist which this country must come to ing States and expect to get full return from them than from 
1·eulize more clearly before we (Jo win the war. In that wpming people· of whom we know but little. [Applause.] 
we must have men, munitio.ns, food, and ships. If we have not . I desire sinlply to say· this. and ask leave to extend my re­
come to realfze it yet, we will come to realize before this Nation marks in the· R:EcoRD, that I believe by helping those people 

. is a year older· that the qu~stion of a proper supply of food is to-day we are lielping the . Government in obtaining that which 
not a question ·in which the farmer alone is interested. [Ap- during the coming year will· be more efficacious than powder 
plause.] It is a question in which the whole Nation is inter- or shell. [Applause.] There has been some question about 

. ested; ·it is a question in which our allies are interested. This where this measure carne froin, or who are its sponsors. · These 
: bill recognizes the idea that it is not improper, but . is ~ighly questions do not ·strongly appeal to me . . It is written in the 
. desirable for the Government to cooperate with the producer of English . language. Its terms are understandable. Its putposes 

foods to increase the ·food production the same as the Govern- ap.d objects are patriotic. It is recommended by the Agric:Ul­
ment cope,rates wi_th ~e pi·oducar of :r:nunitions or the producer ture Committee. I _have in my serVice here· voted for measures 
of ships in order to increase . the production . thereof. In the on a basis of their merits rather than their origin. I ba-.e 
production of munitions the Governi1fent will furnish a contract heard no valid reason for opposing this bill. I expect to vote 
by which it agrees to furnish the materials and take the prod- for it, because. it is not a case of aiding .Montana citizens. If 
uct. Under the finance bill recently passed by the House money that were the case, I should say, "Montana, do your duty." 

· will be advanced to such manufacturers. Such contracts give But l\fontana as· a State is not at war. · The United States is 
the manufacturer a sure thing that he will get a profit of 10 at -yvar and needs the wheat. We should do our ·share in pro-
per c~nt upon the cost of those munitions. They say, of course ducing it. -
the Government is sure of the munitions, 2-nd therefore can ·not l\fr. HAUGEN. Mr. Chairman, I yield one · minute to the 
lose. Even so. Bu~ the Government must stand all the wastage gentleman from Missouri . [l\fr. DYEn]. 
of time and material, and is not sure that afte1· the munitions ·'Mr. D~R. _1\Ir. Chairman, I ·am for ·this bill, first, because 
are produced it will want them. If there is a change of condi- one of the great committees of tllis House, after careful consid­
tions it may not want those . particular shells, but it will have eration, have reported in favor. of it; .second, I am in favor of 
them on its hands. Will anybody say that the possibility of it because it is for the purpose of aiding in the successful car­
such loss must prevent the Government from contracting for the rying on of this war; and I believe, Mr. Chairman, that when 
munitions it must have and taking such course as will secure we ha Ye those facts before us we ought to brush aside every 
the greatest production? But food is just as great a necessity other consideration, whether it affects our own locality or 
as ordnance or· shells, and the prospect for a serious shortage not, and look only to· the welfare of the Nation at this hour, 
for us and our allies is now dire and threatening. when our soldiers upon the battle fields of France to-day· are·_ 

These are not days for the slavish following of precedents. fighting ap.u giving up .their lives to save the very Republic 
We must do the things necessary for the winning of the war. that we are here to serve. [Applause.] 
The fact that such things have not been done before, or that 1\Ir. HAUGEN. l\Ir. Chairman, I yield two minutes to the 
in pe::tce times hereafter should not be repeated, should not gentleman from Itlaho [Mr. FRENCH]. 
deter such action by us .if the thing proposed strengthens our 1\Ir: FRENCH. 1\.fr. Chairman, I am in favor of this bill, and a 
resources or cements our forces for winning the · war. Our letter I have just sent to the Clerk's desk, which I will ask .to 
present critical necessities must guide us. ha-.e read in my time. indicates very clearly the situation that 

The Government must encourage the farmer by needed obtains in regions where there has been drought. 
cooperation in' any feasible way to increase the produc- The ·cHAIRMAN. Without obj~ction, the Clerk will read. 
tion of food. If through this measure th~ Government hap- 'J;he Cle~·k read as follows: · 
pens to lose the cost of the seed, the farmer has lost his labor, AMEniCAN FALLs, IDAHo, March s, 1918. 
the interest on his investment, and his year's efforts. The Hon. BunTox L. FRE~cH, . 
serious loss to the Government will be not the seed advance but Washtngton, D. 0. - . 
th f '1 It · t . t h : f 'l . th th · DEAn Srn: The Power County Farm -Bureau, with the University · of e crop lll ure. IS o pteven sue ~rop m ure at e J Idaho and the United States Department of Agriculture cooperating, ha::; 
Government must take the chance. And If, on the other hand, completeu a_.survey f~r -spring seeding. Over 700 farmer~ we:e q~es-
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tioncd nntl intliviclual rPport" ccureil covering over 200.000 acres of 
farm lan tl i_n l'owrr Cpunty. I beg to iland you herewith a _partial sum­
mary of thrs ~n·cy : 

·-umber of acn•s now seeded to fall wheat_ _________________ !>5, 411 
~umber of aeres intended for Rpring seeding~------------ L9", !>10 
Nnmbm· of farmers who have ·no see<L--------------------- ~GD 
Nup1~er of farmer· who ba>c some seed uut not enough fot· re-

quu·emf'nt ---------------------------------------- 170 
Numbei' of acre· ready for sef'dlng for which there is no ~eed •in 

tbc farmer ' hanlh ____________ ---------------------- :.w, 04a 
1\umller of farmers hav1ng no feetl fur worlt stock_ __________ . li9 
Numuer of acres to be summer fallowed and seeded to wheat Jn 

1aJI of 1918------------------------------------- 58, Gl6 
.From a mreful scrutiny of tbP above you will npacllly see-that a S<'l'iou,; 

conrlitlon exists in Power County. This condition 1s the result of, thr~ 
yem'S of short crop· du<' to drought. Many of 1 he farmer are wrthvut 
!onclR to evr n buy I be neceR.<titie-s of lifP. and, whUe a patriotic RelitimE>nt 
1s evHlent and the propte want to do all they can in the way of raisin<! 
more wheat. the failures of the past three yE>ars ln certain sections of 
rower County and the eush syslt>m that now prevans ln pnreha~;e of 
snnpliel< ,.,.,... put many of tbPm in · 11 po ttion woere they must have 
.flnanCiial assist:tn<·c to carry them through another crop pE>riod. 3.'h~ 
han~ here ll.rP anxious to help hut the situation is a little bE>yond th1•m, 
ani! emu. t have out ide llPip. eitbcr ·rrom the State m· Federal (;ovem­
mel)t. The -time · 1s sbO"rt. 'l'he facts are known. The seed whPat is 
a-vailable if fun1L"- t·an 1x> • e-cured to move it. MaDy of •the farmers will 
be l'Omp<>lled to u ert thPir farms an(l go to work lll the shops ot· elsf'­
·whPre unle . . immediate action is taken to prevent it. 

ThPre Rboulu .be at lt•ast 250.000 deposited tn fhe banks or Pow'lr 
ounty to be loanf'll to the furmt>r$ nef'ding help -upon the recommentia 

'lion of the farm bureau ·and county c undl of defense aLter thorou~h 
investigation and inquiry into ,each Jndiviuulll case. 

What do yon think can Lie done? 
Vm·y ttnly, yours, 

PoWEn Couxn F.nru Bmu:Au,_ 
.By JOHN ll. WUIGHT, Secretary. 

• Mr. FRENCH. 1\lr. •Clmit-:man. this letter j~ from Power 
.Ootmtr, on:e of the ·coun1l1es in Idaho t1mt i f:u~meil -fot: the mo~t 
!})art by dry-farm methods. 'T1le mme condition exi~ts in !'ome 
other belt~ ·where dry fnrming premils. The letter is clenr-cut,an<l 
tells in . ttiking manner of a situation that -this bill will reliew. 

Severn! olTje<>tions twve been nmde to the hill. It is -olt]f.'Cted 
-that it i~ too lute to <lo goo<l. Gentlemen. it is nHt •too late if 
:ve net now and if the Sennte-:will imme<liatety ratify the lliiL . 

. .It is ohjeetefl .thnt the uuwhinery -can not lle _put intu motion I 
ff:hat wm meet the ~tuatlon with promptne s. 'The ·ltith~r that 

ha\rp 1h1Hl •t'eud .indicate, the •cm·eful sm·,~ of me cmmty. 1 
Jmve "llo donht that ·somewhat ,similar sm·,~s Jmve 'llf>en 111U(le l 

Jo-·almost e\'ery region tb:rt i~ in neell of lwlpA ThronJ:!ll 'those j 
sun·eyF: and with •the aill of 1:he agents of the Agr.icuttu~nl .De­
llttl'tment anrl the meml>er.s of the l'cmnty onncils of '11Hticmnl 
'(]P"fense we hnl1 'hnve the umchinery nt rhund with wWcb ,to 
'Jlro<•eetl with the work un<ler the bill. 

A~uin. it is objected thnt the i<lea is .novel nm1 would be a 
bacl ·prececlent. Do we -forget tlmt -even iu <lnys of pe:tce we 
bnve spent millions to tight the bnll \\eevil o.f Texas? . Thut we 
:b1rve •spt>nt rniTiions to nid the . ufferers <th.Tongl: floods in the 
Ohio ml(J the l\liF:siRsippi .,~alleys"? llhat time and n~niH ~hen 
tliSll~ter has vf:-:;ite<l one ·sN•tinn of our country or another our 
Nation lm.s 'hf'lpetl as ·a .Nntion tn berrr the hur«lcn1 WPU. that 
is in 1Jnrt i\'hnt iR !Jlropo~e«l 1H!re. The re;dons to be benefited 
are l'f'gion!il thnt hrrve suffered anti where <lr.ougbt h11s ~·.-atly 
Tedueecl or wiped out ·tlJe nncmal yield of ~ain. In normal 
1Jme!-: this lo ·:; could be hornt> lnrally. 'l'o-dny the prke of :-:eed 
1s hi~h, the ·CO t of farm machinery ba.. been tremeFulou.·ty 
nrl•nnced, lnhnr can ~ htrd at only n hi~ wage. 'l'he fanner · 
who ha~ suffered tllrongh dron~ht can not hear the hurden alone. 

But if thi Ieg-i. lation woulcl be justifif>fl in days of 11ence. 
bow much more impernti\e is it now'? The fnrmt>r is not the 
.only .onE' inteJ•ested. Th<'. country i!' intereste«l, the wori<l de­
:pendfl llflOD food, au<l a!S a war emergency thi~ bill should pas . . 

To prO\-i(lf' atlnmces of money for the IJUl'cbase of grain is 
..finly one feature uf the bill. 

Tlu•.re ls :mother feature. The ·hm provi<le.c; thnt $.2,1>00.000 
·flhn.ll he 1natle nvnilnhle for mobilr7-Rtinn and t1L-;tributinu of 
lfm'ln lahor: nod. a . . irurm-tant aR is the fir~t .feanwe of the bill, 
'1 nm inc·Jined to thiu:, that thL feature is mcrre impo1·tnnt. 

Frum all on•r wy district I am receiv~ letters calling atten­
t'ion tn 111e luhor prohl<>m. Fm·mers are working hard to meet 
the situntion, hut they arP. (lh;eourngell. Here is a lettf%r f1·nrn 
1\ft•. G. H . .3ruyton, of .Tt>L'ome, Idaho. the clwirman of the Lin­
coln County Fn1·m Rm·t>au, from whicll 1 quote: 

There are many tbousancls of :H'l'es ln thiR county that ·within the 
Jast 10 year huYe bE>en reclaimed from tbe desert nnd put under culti­
C':ltton. nt U•e col-rt of from $:;!;) to ·r;o -per acre, that rrre going to lle 
abantlon~>d £luring 1D18 for "the want of 'labor or on account of ihe 
in crt-a. etl <'OSt of -thP amf'. 

This letter iR one of mnny~ ancl our Government must 1bend 
every energy to locate availahle labor and tbe.n to plaC'e it. An 
offi<-' r of the I epartme:nt of Luhot· told rue tllis morning of 3,000 
men in one small city who bnve been thrown out of employment, 
but whom the department \Yill place where t1ley will he nee(tell 
v.1tb little <1 Jay. He toW me uf another 200 men \vho e wul'k~ 
terminated ·on Saturday _night .and .who through the ai<l of the 

department went to work the next '1\Iond.ny morning in another 
city. . 

I mention these two c..-u;es to show thnt already -the Govern­
ment is .a clearino- house for labor. lt will beoome ;more im­
portant as such. 1n one region is a rleuttb of labor, in annther 
are i<ll.e men. Let us provi<le an •ugeney 'that will !wing the two 
to~etheJ.:, ,nnd that, in fact, is what is .contem_plu.teu in the .bill 
for the fn rrner!'l of the country. 

Mr. HAUGEN. 1\lr. Chairman, 1 . feld two minutes to the 
gentlemtLn from 1:\klahoma fl\lr. !\.IonGAN}. 

1\lr. MOHGAN. l\Ir. Chairman. "I am in fnvnr of thi · hill. 
There is .one point which ;I ·<lo not 'helif've bas been brought 
out. Now, this is largely for tthe ai\1 -of wheat farmer.. It 
<loes not :cost but a trifle, so to speak. to furuish seed for a 
fiel<l of ·corn. But an orllinnr:v wheat 1farme•· -in the western 
country :may 1Jlant from 200 to 300 acres of wheat. It will CH t 
from ·, '301) to $500 to furni:h seed :for that cl'Op. an(l \Vhen 
you are in a section \Vhere wheat is the .C'l1ief ·crop and there 
hu .been a failure of wheat ·the iocul ban~s tlo not have the 
money to furnish -tlie cre<lit .to buy ·the nccc~.·nry see<l wheat. 
·becnuse in u year when ther:- has ;been a ·wheat failure thnt 
affe<>ts the ereillt of the local banks. A yem· ap;o we pas.o;;etl 
the fctOd-sm"Yey bill. ln the form in wbi •h t1lat ·bill ttnRl"e(l the 
House tnere was a provision wL1ich provi<le<l that fhe - ~ecretary 
of A•7 l:icultur.e might fumish seed to fanners un · cr~lit and to 
any section nf the nion \Yhen conditions •lllHtle tt necessary. 

1\lr. GORDON. For cnsh. , 
J\1r. MORGAN. No, sir; not for cash, :but on crerllt. And 

when that hill want to the Sennte for some reascm ·unknown to 
11;1e ·tllat ·provision was ·strn~k out of tthe .IJm. This ..House llecvet· 
bad n right to vote oi1 that propo itic.n. I <lo not know who 
is reRponsihle for takinO' that out. .If -thnt p1·uvision luld heen 
left in the bLJ whereby the .Se~retary of Agricutture feoultl have· 
helpecl tlte farmers of "'t>Stern Oklabomn an.tl weste1:n Ka.n as 
u~<.I w2st<:>rn .Nebraska in purchasi:Jg ,eecl whent. ~vewnuld have 
bud . everal million ~dditional <tc·r.cs •of wheat grm.\'ing to-day. 1 
"am surprised rthut . orne gentlemen tn 'thi.c;: HonRe luuk t.WOn ·this 
bill as :mer.ely a RJ)ecinl favor to wheat farruet·s. Jt wuni«l ahl 
rome pom· J'urmer , but the chief thing lis It :\'nnhl rai(l U1e Na­
·tiun; rt -,Touhl menn more \Yheat nnd "more bread • .tintl woultl 
.strengthen us and our allies anti ald us ·to win the .war. 

l\Ir. H.A.UGE."l. Mr. Chairman. I yield two Ulinutes to the ·gen­
tleman from l1laho {l\lr . ..Sl\rn:al. 

1\lr. Sl\liT.H of ltln.hu. .1\lr. C1uiir.rrum. Rupplement1n~ wlmt 
my <·oHeague has. a.id with referent-e to the ,uwcls nf 'fh.e .fnrnwrs 
of Idaho in the <lt:y-farm sections, I wi."h to r·ead two .tele~·ams, 
the _first from R . .J. Leth, tlle State seed commls i(lner. ns 'follows.: 

Hon • ..ADDISON T. SMITH, ~~- C., 
Washington, V. 0.: 

BoJ.IDC • • lD'AHO. Jf4rch n, 191B. 

'Ffow Roon can reliPf for farmers unablt> t~ por<'base -4!eed wheat in 
nOl'theust H1nho be .expected? Wheat .in given seetion •too '!foul t.o pass 
"State law. • . 

That is, the , eed -which the~· have rnlFO: c1 In tlle enRtern part 
of the State rCUD 110t he 118~1 hec.auF:e tt is .unfit fm· •IW'(>() nn<l it 
.is ne<..>es ary to purchase e~l from out~ ide. He ~ys ·f-qrthet·: 

'Mns.t buy el ~>where to lnsnrP passallle -st>ed. .Furm!'m un.able to pay 
.cash. Immediate _action lmpera..tl.ve.. Please wire rPply. 

H. J. T..ETH, 
Btate Seed C mmilt~ioner_ 

1 have also the 'fol1owJng telegram from the ·chuirman of the 
·.farm market burerrn : 

~on. -ADniso~ T. ' sur<ru, ll. c., 
·WaRliiuoton, D. V.: 

Two hundrN1 tbousanil c1oHar~ .now .E't aslllt> ~Y 'Inaho ·lla'nkprs' :Asso­
ciation i:o loan farmers tor buying Sf'ecl. Two rountiPs alone ha.ve alrP.adtv 
~.;~e:;r afo~·OOO. .F.ive buwlred farmers ol' lllo1·e wouiU tte benefited 

R ·.!(R\llJT At.LltED, 
Chairman FaNn Market Bureau. 

Iyie1<1 back the balanc-e of ·my time. 1 ask unaninwus consent, 
1\Ir. Chairman, thnt.Lmay extend my renmrl•s in t:h~ HEconu. 

The CHAIHl\lAN. The gentleman ft•mn ·Iduho ask~ unanimous 
conBPnt to extend his remn.rks .in ;the ltEOORD. Is there objection 1 

Th :rre was no objection. 
.Mr. MOUGA.K. lr. Chairman, '1 ask 1unnnimous con.-ent to 

extend my remarks in the UEcono. 
The CRAIRl\fAN. Is there·objection w the reguest of tbe gen­

tleman from Oklnlwmn '? 
There wu, no objeetiun. 
~r. BLAND. Mr. Chairman, I ·ould -like to revise nnd ,~. 

ten1l my remarks. 
Tlw CHAIHl\1AN. I there objection to tl1e ·request of tlle 

gentleman irnm Imliana? 
There wm: no objection. 

, M1·. HAUGEN. M1·. Chairman. Lyiel<l two minutes to tbe gen­
tlellllln from Nortb .Dakota [Mr. Nm~TON]. 
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The OEIAIRl\I..AN. The gentleman ft·om Korth Dakotn is rec­
.ognize<.l fo-r -two minute . 

Mr. NOB.TON. Ml'. Chairman, some gentlemen who have ' 
spoken in opposition to this b-ill -seemingly .<lo not understand its 
purpose or the conditions which demand it. Tlie purpose of l 
the legislation proposed is to help the farmers throughout the 
country, to enable them to ·p-rolluce for the Kation more :fooll­
stuffs, to do the 1ery thing th1.1t the Nation need~ anll mmt~ 
done. 

a:'here is no mn.n "vho ha · made any tudy of th~~ gu(>stion 
duriug the past few mouths but knows thnt in the Nation 
to-day and in the worltl there is a great sl10rtuge of wheat. 
We are not, in pus ing this legisla.tion, doiug more for the 
farmer than we are doing to-<Jay for otlle1· iudu trie . -While 
we are supplying in the lumber .regions money .to lumbermen 
and contractors to builcl railroads and wagon rond , .while we 
are adYancing to tl1em money -sufiicie.ut U meet every expense 
connected with cutting down and getting out timber for .aero­
plane construction and shiplmilding, anti while in addition we 
are furnishing enlisted men to do much of this wo-rli: is it un­
i·easonable to ask the GoYerument to supply credit to n~edy 
farmers in the spring wheat growing section of the country to 
assi t thorn to procure eed wheat so they mn:y put in a_ ·maxi-· 

· mum crop acreage of spring wheat during the ·ne.x:t six or 
eight weeks? If we are to give credence to tb~ official reports 
which reach us from our Food Administration and from ·the 
food administrators of Fr,luce :mel England, an increased pro­
duction of wheat during the coming season is not -muchJess im­
portant than an increased production of aeroplanes rind of 
ships. If the Secretary of ~uriculture finds that ,there is .no 
need to ad1ance this money and no neces ity to make th~se con­
tracts with farmers for increased wheat production, then tl"!e 
money appropriated in the bill will not be used. 

I want to say to the gentleman from Te:x:a [l\lr. Yol:TNG] 
th~t ! quite a~·ee with him in his sugge tion that the appro­
pna.twn here IS not J.arge enough. I believe the Secretary of 
A.gnculture should have come into this House with a JJi·oad 
comprehensive plan for incr·easecl food production throughout 
the Nntion. I believe he should .have come to Oongre.SS and 
ask~d for $100,000,000 to be availabl~ to the Department of 
Agl'lculture to heJp every agricultural section of the country, 
and to encourage to the largest possible extent increaseu food 
production in every se<;tion of the country where the . aid .of 
the Agricultural Departm€nt would accomplish this. The Sec­
retary of Agriculture has not yet awakened to the real needs 
of t~e .Nat~on and of our allies in .the war for greater foocl_pro­
ducbon this year. Let me say t.o the gentleman .from Ohio 
[l\1r. GonnoN] that if this bill is soon enacted into law and it 
re~u.lt. ~n increa ing ·the •production of wl1ent -even a few 
lllllliOns of bushels his constituents in Cleveland may not be 
so hungry next · wint.er -as they are likely to be if there· is a 
shortage of food products in .this counh~y this year. 

The CHAIRMAN. ~he -time of the gentleman from ·North 
Dakota has expired. 

l\lr. GORDON. Wo1.1ld yGu lend this .mone.Y without any 
security at all? 

l\~·· NORTON. 1 would lend it on the best security that can 
be giVen, and that is the security and the certain assurn.nce that 
the fa.rm.er~ to w~om it is. adyanced or .loaned will ·<lheerfnlly 
and P.atrwtically mvest then· time, their .I abo~', their s_kill, their 
experience, and the use of their lands and all their expensive 
farm machinery and equipment in an earnest .endeav.or .com­
bined with nature, to produce tor you and other citizens 'of t11e 
Nation more wheat , .which .is so greatly needed to be ()'round 
into flour, which experience has .shown is the very staff 

0

0f the 
Nation's life. 

Mr. GORDON. ~ut you would ha-'e to buy them .in or<ler to 
get them to do this. [Laughter.] 

l\Ir. NORTON. That statement is gratuitous. n -is unjust 
and unworthy of the gentleman. The farmers in the spring­
wheat growing sections of the country do not have to be bought 
or :mbsidized b;y-. anyone to cooperate to the very maximum of 
then· power, abll1ty, and resources with the Government rn this 
crucial time of our Nation's life. Without this aid t11at is beinO' 
3sked for they will do all that ·ues within their power and r: 
sources in the production of food pronucts; with this aid .o-iven 
them they can and will be able to no more 'for the Nation. They 
want to do more. The President, the Food Administrator, ann 
the Secretary of Agriculture tell them that more wheat is needed 
to be produced this year in this country than it appears now 
will be . pToduced. The food administrators of Belgium, of 
France, of England, aud of Italy are calling upon them to -pro­
duce this year every po sible bushel of wheat that can be pro­
duceu. I n the face of .this will ·anyone in this House .vote to 
deny th~m this pittan.cE' of assistance and encouragement which 
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·will - enable them to reSI1Dnd more fuJly . to the demands rfor 
greater whent production which is being umc.le upon them by 
this Nation nnd by all the nations with which we are allied .in 
this wnr? In Yiew . of the f~tcts !}t'esentcd by the very able 
chairman of the Committee on Agriculture in support of this 
lllCa. ure it seems to me that the measure shoulU llave the im­
medi.nte and unanimous t;Hpport of this committee and of the 
Hou e. 

The CHAIRMAJ.~. '£he time of the gentleman fr·om North 
Dakota has "Cxpil'ed. 'l'he gentleman from l\li~souri [1\lr. 
RuBEY] lln.s fiyc minute· remaining. 

l\1r. RUBEY. Mr. Chairman, I ;yiel<l three minutes to the 
geutlemau frow South Carolina [l\lr. RAGSDALE]. 

lUr. RAG"'DALE. I as};: .Permission to re'Vi:;;e and ~xtend ;ny 
remarks. 

The CHA:IR!\IAN. Is there objection to the request of .the 
.gentleman from .South Carolina? 

There \n'I:S·· no ob.}ection. 
l\lr. ·nUBEY. l\lr. Chairman, ·I yield one minute to the gentle­

man from Nebr::ts).m [l\1r. SHALLENEERGEn]. 
1'he CHAIRl\1A:.~. The gentleman from Nebraska is recog­

nized for .one minute. 
l\1r. SHALLENBEUGE.R. 1\Ir. Ollai'rmun, I expect to support 

this measure because it is reporte<l from the: great Committee 
on Agriculture as a milit ry meastu·e, -anL1 I believe it .to be 
such. The men qt the front can not fight unlE·ss they are fed. I 
do not expect that \Ve shall w·in this wm· \Yitll "dough," either 
wheat or financial, but I recognize that both nre munltions of 
\Yar, nod because -1 beJieYe the increased protluctton of wheat is 
essential in the 1ll'Osecution of the -war aud the chairman be· 
lieves this bill will ·llelp in that <lirection I am for it.. Because 
l believe that the ·labor engaged in agriculture and every othe:t· 
form of essential -n·ar industry is a vital ·factor in the situation 
that confronts the country and for the further 1·eason that it is 
a bill that will -affect all labor in the country iu tlle gra'\7est <l~ 

,gree I am for it. , 
I ask unanimous consent 1:o insert certain matter in the 

'RECORD for the information of the House. As mo. t of the 1\Iem· 
ber know, a rbill ·has been reported from the l\lilitary Committee 
which proposes to change fundamentally present law for d~ 

·terrnining the ·ba&is of obtaining the quotas called from drnft 
di tricts under the draft law. The minority of the committee 
have directed me to .prepru·e an .amendment, which I will offer 
to that bill. \Vhen it ·is up for consideration ·before the Honse 
I ask ·.1nanimous consent to insert in the RECORD the change 
in present law proposed in the new Jegisla.ti<>.n, un<l the amend­
ment which I e:3.."Pect to offer. 

The CHAIRl\IA.i~. The gentleman from Nebraska. asks unani­
mous consent to insert in the 'RECORD the subject matter indi­
cated in his statement. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 
The matter ref"Brred to is as follows : 

STATE~IENT -AS TO 'PHOPOS£D CUANfiES IN TilE DRAFT LAW. 

S. J: :Res. 123, ·wbich bas passeil the Sena_te and bas been _reported by 
the l\11htary Affairs Committee of the HollSe .a.ntl referred to the House 
Calendar, providing for certain changes in the pre ent draft law for 
calling men into the mJlltar-v Eervice under the ter..ms oi the act of 
Congress of M~y 18, 191"7. after defining the ftct to be am~nded upon the 
first ~age, provides, on p.age .2 of the ..resolutio_n as printcu, as follows; 
. "No prO\'is:i~n of said ~ct shall pt·event ~e P-resident from calling for 
munediate ··nulltary serVlce under regulations heretofore ·or her~fter 
Pt:escribed by the President 11ll or part of the persons in any class or 
classes e.."'<c~t those exempt from draft under the provi.si{)ns of said act, 
in proportion ·to the total number of persons p:iaced · in such clas~ or 
classes in t he various subiliviaions of the States, Territories, and the 
Distric.t of Columbia designated by the President under the terms of said 
act; ·<Jr from calling into immediate military service persons classed as 
skilled experts in industry or agrkulture, llowever classified or w..be:rever 
resl.din~." 

It will be noted that the resolution as reported changes the basis of 
the quotas from population as it is in exi tin.g law and bases it upon the 
number of persons placed in any class or classes. The .1\mendment pro­
posed by Mr. SHALLENBERGER and which is printed below for the infor ­
mation of :!\!embers of tbe House proposes to base the quotas upon the 
number of persons liable for military service in -the dralt districts as 
determined by ·the registration f!f persons so liable wllen the same has 
been completed by the War Department. 

Amendment as proposed by Mr. SHALLENDERGEB : On -page 2, line '5, 
strilte out all after .the word "act," down to ~n<l including the -word 
"act," at t~ .end of li.ne 81 ami in tine lo1, after the pe-riod, at the ead 
::~f tb{) bill, add the ..followmg : . 

" Quotas -tor the several States, Territorjes, ancl the D1sti'1ct -of Co­
lumbia, .or subdivisions .thereof, called under the p1·ovisions of tb"C act 
of Congress approved 1\f.ay 18, 1917, -.sh::tll hereaft~r be determined in 
proportion to the total number of persons registered and liable for mili­
tar.Y service therein, including t'Ps:ident aliens who ha>e waived all 
claun.s for exemption, and credit shall be given on its qnotas to any 
State Ter;:itory, ,District, or ubdivision thereof for the number. of men 
who have entered the m1litm:y service of the nited States from any 
such State, Territory, District, "Or subdiv:isio_n tbe1·eof .inee Anril 1 
1917, including meoibcr.s 01 the ·National Guard who wel'e Jn - .I!~edera i 
service on that date.'' 

T!le runendme~t prop,osed above continues the provi ions erf existing 
law, which allow_s credit for volunteet·s, •which the ~enatc -re:>olution if 
CJlacted without ..amendment, 1\Vill •no longer permit. · 



• f CONGRESSIONAL l~ECORD-HOlJSE. l\IARCH 27, 

Mr. RUBEY. l\1r. Chairman, I understand that there is just 
one more minute left of this general debate. I yield that 
minute to the chairman of the committee, the little giant from 
South Carolina [Mr. LEVER]. [Applause.] 

1\lr. LEVER: Mr. Chairman, .in the minute remaining I de· 
sire to say that many Members, talking to me personally, have 
made objection to section 2 of this bill, which authorizes the 
Secretary of Agriculture to secure the voluntary mobilization 
and distribution of fann labor. No one seems to object to the 
idea of mobilizing farm labor and utilizing it to the best ad· 
vantage in this country, but there seems to be some fear that 
the Secretary of Agriculture might be given the power to go 
into a State and very largely take from that State labor that 
should be used in the State. l\Iy collen.gue [1\Ir. STEVENSON] has· 
prepared an amendment which he has submitted to me, which 
I think makes it absolutely certai.n that that kind of thing 
can not happen. When the bill is read under the five·minute 
rule for amendment, if my colleague [Mr. STEVENSON] will offer 

·that amendment, as I am sure he will, I shall have no objection 
to it, nnd I think that will relieve all objection to this section of 
the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from South 
Carolina llas expired. All time bas expired. 

By unanimous consent Mr. LANGLEY, 1\lr. NoRTON, 1\lr. 1\lc· 
FADDEN, 1\lr. YouNG of Texas, and Mr. RUBEY were given leave 
to extend their remarks in the RECORD. 

The Clerk tead as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of Agriculture is hereby au­

thorized, for tbe crop of 1918, to make advances or loans to farmers in 
sp1ing-wheat areas of the United States where he shall find special need 
for such assistance for the purchase of wheat, oats, and barley for 
seed purposes, or, wben necessary, to procure such seed and sell the 
same to such farmers. Such advances, loans, or sales shall be made 
upon such terms and conditions and subject to such regulations as the 
Secretary of Agriculture shall prescribe, including an agreement by 
each such farmer to use the seed thus to be obtained by him for the 
production of grain during the crop season of 1918. A first lien on 
the crop to be produced from seed obtained tbrough a loan, advance, 
or sale made under this section shall, in the discretion of the Secre· 
tary of .Agriculture, be deemed sufficient security therefor. The total 
amount of such advances, loans, or sales to any one farmer shall not 
exceed $450. All such advances or loans shall, as far as practicable, be 
made through the agency of State and National banks. For carrying 
out the pm·poses of this section there is hereby appropriated, out of 
::my moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 
$7,500,000, available imiiJediately. 

Mr. HELVERING. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out, in 
line 1, page 2, the words "spring wheat." · 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Kansas offers an 
amendment, which the Clerlt will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. HELYERING offers an amendment, on page 2, line 1, to strike out 

the words " spring wheat." 
1\fr. MORGAN. Mt·. Chairman, a pm·liamentary inquiry. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. MORGAN. Are we considedng the resolution or the bill 

inh·oduced by the gentleman from North Dakota [1\Ir. BAER]? 
The CHAIRMAN. The committee is considering the substi· 

tute bill, contained in House resolution 281. 
1\Ir. NORTON. A parliamentary inquiry. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. NORTON. Under the rule the bill H. R. 7795 is not being 

considered. The on1y bill being considered is the bill that is 
written in the rule. · 

The CHAIRMAN. The text of the bill is contained in the 
rule. 

. Mr. LEVER. Mr. Chairman, this is an important amendment. 
I do not know how much time gentlemen may want on it, but 
I should like to sound out the committee to ascertain how much 
time is desired on this one amendment to strike out the words 
"spring wheat." -

I ask unanimous consent that the debate on this peniling 
amendment may be closed in 15 minutes. 

Mr. MORGAN. This is a matter about which there is a great 
deal of controversy. 

Mr. LEVER. At the request of gentlemen around me, I will 
modify my request and ask unanimous consent that debate on 
this section and all amendments thereto close in 30 minutes. 

1\Ir. MORGAN. I hope the gentleman will not press that. 
Mr. LEVER. 1\lak:e it 45 minutes, then. 
Mr. CANNON. There has been no discussion on this. It is 

too early to fix a limit. 
Mr .. ROBBINS. Some members of the committee have talked 

two or three times. I want five minutes. 
Mr. DEl\lPSEY. I would like 'five minutes. 
Mr. LEVER I will modify my request by asking that the 

debate on this penrling amendment shall close in 30 minutes. 
1\fr; CANNON. There has been no consideration of the pend· 

ing amendment. Let it run a while and see. 

Mr. LEVER. 1 wil1 modify my request further by asking 
unanimous consent that debate on this pen(ling amendment, the 
importance of which I recognize, shall close _n 30. minutes. 

Mr. CANNON. Does that cover other amendments? 
Mr. LEVER. No; just this amendment. 
1\fr. NORTON. There has been no debate on this amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN. _ The request of the gentleman from South 

Carolina iE made pending the amendment offered Ly the gentle· 
man from Kansas [Mr. HELVERING], who is entitled to the floor 
for five minutes. \Vill the gentleman from South Carolina please 
state his request? 

Mr. LEVER. I 3Sk unanimous consent that debate on the 
pending amendment of the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. HELVEll· 
ING] may close in 30 minutes. 

1\Ir. MAPES. Who is to control the time? 
Mr. BAER. How is the time to be controlled? 
Mr. LEVER. The Chair to control the time. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from South Carolina asks 

unanimous consent tl1at all debate on the pending amendment 
close in .30 minutes. Is there objection? 

l\fr. MORGAN. I object. 
Mr. HELVERING. .l\fr. Chairman, do I understand that we 

are considering the bill as printed or the resolution? 
The CHAIRMAN. House resolution 281, reported by the Com­

mittee on Rules, contains the bill that is under consideration. 
Mr. HELVERING. Therefore my statement of the page aml 

line where my amendment occurs is correct? 
The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 
Mr. HELVERING. Mr. Chairman, my object in offering this 

amendment is to make available this fund for the purpose of 
securing greater production of cereals nece sary for the feeding 
of the people of this country. I realize that the greater part of 
this money undoubtedly will be used in the Spring-wheat nren. 
yet oats and barley as well as wheat are very necessary to be 
produced. It is very necessary tllat they be protluced at thi:-; 
time. 

There are large areas where spring wheat is not raisctl when! 
this money might be used to advantage. I dq not expect thnt 
any appreciable amount of money expended un<ler the. first pro­
vision of this bill will be expended in my State, yet I believe 
that if it becomes important that the people of that State may 
be furnished seed to produce oats, barley, or wheat, not hein~ 
in the spring-wheat area, they should be given the same privi­
lege as people who live in the spring·wheat area. Therefor~ I 
make the motion to strike out the words "spring wheat," o 
that this bill will provide that the loans may be made to the 
farmers in any area of the United States when the Seet·c:ury 
of Agriculture shall find special need for furnishing see(l fm· 
agricultural purposes. I realize that it is nece ary.to stimu­
late production. I believe that without the necessary iucn"nse 
in production in this country one of the most important fnctors 
in winning the war wm be eliminated; that is, the proper fm­
nishing of foods for our people. I would like to see this !Jill 
with this amen<lment, nnd such other amenuments ns m:1y I..>H 
offered that the House decides will improve the bill, ndopt<'!l at· 

·nn early time. . 
Mr. RAKER. Mr. Chairman, will the gentlemnn yield? 
Mr. HELVERING. Yes. 
1\Ir. RAKER. Would the gent~eman object to modifyin~ hi5 

amendment so as to strike out the word" areas"? That would 
provide wherever you can find a farmer that cnn make good or 
who ought to be given a chance, irrespective of an investigation, 
whether there is an area or not . 

Mr. HELVERING. I would have no objection to that, except 
that I understand the department in administering this net 
wants it to be in areas sufficient to justify the Secretary of 
Agriculture in considering it. . I do not think the Secre: 
tary would be justified in considering an i olateu case · of · one 
farmer. 

Mr. RAKER. Suppose a man furnishes the security, ought 
he not to have the right to ha\e oats aml barley for seed the 
same as those where there is a large area that is easily ncce~­
sible? 

Mr. HELVERING. I think the gentleman is correct, Lut 
whether it would be logical or practical I do not know. 

1\lr. RAKER. The Secretm·y is not going to send an expert 
to determine in advance whether he is going to make the lonu, 
is he? 

1\Ir. HELVERING. I do not know. 
Mr. SNELL. l\lr. Chairman, Will the gentleman yiel<l? 
l\1r. HEL VERING. Yes. 
Mr. SNELL. In the confusion I could not understand th~ 

gentleman's amendment. Does his amendment mean thnt this 
relief is applicable to any farmer in any part of the Stnte tl1at 
needs the relief? 
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Mr. IIELVERING. Yes; in any part of the United States. The CHAIR~IAN. The Chair will suggest to tlle members of 
Everyone concedes the necessity for increased production. There t:he committee that if they wm send to the Clerk's desk and 
is no question about that. I do not thln.k there is a man in obtain a copy of House resolution 281. reported by the Commit­
the House who questions the adYisability of facilituting pro· tee on Rules, they will find therein the bill now.being considered 
dnction if we can possibly do ·u, but I believe this shouJ.c:t be Ity the committee. · -
universal. I'l1erefore I submit to your fair consideration that l\1r. FERRIS. The clerks are distributing H. R. 7795, and 
the Secretary of Agriculture should be allowed to fm·nislL this the amendments do not fit. · · · 
help at any place in the United ·states where he thinks it is l\Ir. BARKLEY. 1\!r. Cl1airman, a parliamentary inquiry. 
nece ary. · · The CHAIRMAN. The gentleDlllil will state IL 

From a11 s.id~s we hear the cry that there is an urgent need l\Ir. BARKLEY. When this bill is passed and has been sent 
-for an inC'rea e. in our wheat production, and wheat is needed over to the Senate, will it be in the form of House resolution 
not alone by our men in tlle Army anu by t11e civilian popu.Ia- 281 or as H. R. 7795? 
tion at oome, but it is of vital necessity to the sol.diers a.nll to Th~ CHAIRMAN. The Chair thlms it will be ·ent as H. R. 
the civilians who are united with us in a gigantic sb.~uggle ,7795. 
against a common enemy. 1\ir. BARIU.Er. Then ought we not to consider H. n. 7795, 

The resolution now before us seeks to increuse production. as amended by the Committee on Agriculture? In offcdng 
It seeks to enable u to grow neetied cr·ops where the chances amendments it strikes me they ought to be offered to the t--ext 
rue that no crop will be grown unless this Congress takes ac- of the bill as reported by the committee. The rule merely 
tion. The individual farmer may have all of the patriotism in provided for considering the substitute, nnd th<> fact that it is 
the ~Yorld, and he may be as anxious as you and I are-to do his set out fully in the rule does not change the ru1-e that amend­
fun share in behalf of ·the rountry, but the individual farmer is ments ought to be offered to the bill as reported by the 
powerless if be bas only the land and lacks the means to ~e committee. 
the . eed and the labor to attend to the planting, to the care, The CHA!Rl\IAl~ . . The Chair thinks that amendments sllould 
nnd to the harvesting of :1 crop. 

The need of seed on the part of those who m·e unable to buy be offered to H. R. 7795. 
it, either because of lack of finance or ·Jack of supply, is a need 1\Ir. HELVERING. In that case I would ha\e to modify 
whicll we should ta.ke care of now. E\ery ageney of this Gov- my amendment and make it apply to line 15, page 3, ef H. It. 
ernment should be utilized in seeing to it that the supply shall 7795. · 
meet e\ery demand, and if we can be so eonsiderate of "big The CHAIR:\:IA.l~. \Vit110ut objection, the modificati-on will 
bu iness" that we can afford to make financta.l advances on be so made. 
contracts for war materiaL surely we can show equal consjdera- Mr. WL~GO. Mr. Chairman, the only difference between my 
tion for the little fellow by making a limited advance to enable amendment an-d · the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
him to utilize a\ailnble land in the production of crops whieh Kansas [Mr. liELV'ERING] is that he wants to limit this by 
are ab ·olutely nece ary in the succe sfu1 eonduct of the war. areas. My amendment, if adopted, would make the text read 

B11t it will be a waste of money and a waste of our resources '"to farmers of the United States." 'l'hen it would be a'vailable 
if WE' rnerely provide seed and make it impossible for the farm- to any farmer anywhere in · the United States, ragal'dless of 
ers to takt- care of the crop. I have been and am a firm be- whetner he l\tts i_n a drought area or otherwise. 
lieYer in the s~lective draft as the fai.J.·est and the best method Mr. CANNON. Hus the gentleman's amendment bec>n re· 
of rai. ing an army; ·but in the operation of that law it is cer- ported? 
tain that essential farm labor will be taken. We know thn.t this Mr. WINGO. res. It is to line 16, on page 3, of the bill we 
ha heen done. and n.O matter how careful we may be in nd- a..re now consklering. I will sa-y that I am going to vote for 
mirristering the law h-ereafter along the lines now lnid down,. this bill, although I do not think it is absolutely necessary, 
nnd I want to stop long enough to say that the method now and I shall only vote for it because it is contended by some 
adopted should have been put in force at the start, nevel'theiess gentlemen that in their dlsu·icts there are isolated cases where 
wh-at has already been don~ is certain to curtail production some fanners, by reason of some extraordinary distress or by 
unles~ we <>~~end n-eeded aid in legislation here. reason of lack of ordinary credit facilities, as in homestead 

Arid what is it that we are ask~d to .do? l\1erely to gi\e nu- areas, for illustration, who can not get the ordinary accommo­
thorization for the voluntary mobilization of farm labor and its dations now available to farmers in other parts of the country. 
distribution, to the end that essential farming n.ctivities may be That they can not get the benefit-of the provisions of the Fed­
aided. In order to do this we will have to advance railroad eral reserve act, that they can not get the benefit of the pro­
fare and other traveling expenses, but rules and regulations visi-on which has been included in one of the appropriation bills 
can be made so that this expense will be a loan and not a ~ift. by which the Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to spend 
and iu the end it will not be a di1·ect charge upon the Treasury. miiiions for seed and sell them to farmers at cost. I am going 

Gentlem~n. this is cheap insurance which we are called upon to vote for it, because I can recognize there are some instances 
to buy. It is the insuring of -our future agri-Cultural produ-etion, her·e and there of a peculiar character which the Seer-eta:ry, 
and without that production we will paralyze all of our '-var through proper agencies, could give relief under this bill where 
work. 'Ihe farmers of the country are not asking this Con- he :finds it. But, most of al1, I am in favor of my amendment 
gress for charity. They have listened t<>' our plea th-at an in- because the legislation is general and not sectional. Now, I 
crease of production is necessary in order to win this war. am not going to vote for the bill for the same reason tliat 90" 
They have given heed to that plea, and they are behind our per cent of the gentlemen are going to \ote for it. I regret 
Army arrd our Navy prepared to do everything tlltlt Americans argument made upon this floor by which continually the farmer 
.can do to hold up the hands of the fighting forces and to sup- is made, or tried to be made, to believe that we are taking care 

, ply the things which nre so urgently called for. But they call of everybody else under the sun except the farmer; There is a 
attention to their limitations. physical limitation , for there propaganda going over this country, as I stated the other day. 
can be no limitation of their spirit of patriotism or desire to to mislead the fanner into the betief that we are grantingrelie1 
help, and they ask us to aid them in securing tile seed and the to everybody and we are not doing anything for him. I repeat 
labor, without which they can do nothing. It is for us to an- what I said then. When we passed the Federal re erve net he 
swer them by our votes here and show to them that we will was gh""en better provision for his paper upon longer terms than 
do all that human effort can do to aid them in this work, aud the manufacturer or the merchant. In addition to that, we 
thus with our cooperation they will be able to do their full passed the fa.rm-loan act to take care of his long-time capital 
part in the work of winning this war and in preserving all needs. In one of the appropriation bills we gave to the Secre­
which America holds dear. tary of Ae,a-riculture millions of dollars to spend on seeds that 

1\fr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman. I ask unanimous consent that may be needed to supply the farmers. In the great Agriculturnl 
the amendment be again reported,. uppropriation bill, which the able gentleman from South Caro-

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the amendment will be lina brings into the House every session,. we make extraordinary 
again reported. . provisions, and there is not a desire by an-y man in this House, 

There was no objection; and the Clerk agnin reported the whether coming from a city district or a farming district, to 
Helvering amendment. · neglect the farmer of the United States or not to do anything 

Mr. WINGO. Mr. Chnirl;Dan. I have an amendment which I that is nc:'cessary, prope~. practicable, and feasible to try to 
desire to offer to tbn.t amendment i_n the .way of a substitute. build up the farming industry of this country, and I, for one. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from .Arkansas o.ffers an decry the propaganda that is going around trying to ·make the 
am ~ndment. which .tbe Clerk will repo1't. farmer believe that we are not making earnest efforts to meet 
· The Clerk rend as follows: bis needs. 

Amendment offered by Mr. WINGO: Page 2, line 1, strike out the Mr. MORGAN. 1\Ir. Chnirman, I offer tl1e fol1owing substi· 
words "in spring-wheat areas." tute for the amendment. 
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Mr. CAl"'\TNON. Mr. Chairman, has debate been exhausted on 
. this amendment? The substitute is not in order until the end 
of the 20 minutes' debate. 

Mr. MORGAN. There is no time limit fixe<l. 
The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman from Oklahoma will 

withhold until the pending amendment is disposed of--
1\fr. :MORGAN. But this is a substitute for the pending 

amendment. 
Mr. WINGO. Mr. Chairman, a point of order. 
The CHAIRl\IAN. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. WINGO. My amendment is an amendment in tile nature 

of a subs:itute and the gentleman can not offer a substitute for 
a substitute. 

1\Ir. MORGAN. I offered it as a substitute for the amend­
ment, and I understood the gentleman to offer his amendment 
as an amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. WINGO. I beg pardon; I offered it as an amendmept in 
the nature of a substitute. 

Mr. STAFFORD. May we ha-re the amendment reported-to 
see whether it is in order or not? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Oklahoma offers an 
amendment which the Clerk will report. 

The ClePk read as follows: 
Amendment offered by Mr. 1\lonGAX : Page 3, line 15, ·after the word 

" eighteen," insert the following words: " and nineteen and nineteen " ; 
and in line 15 strike out the word " spring" ; and in line 25 insert, 
after the word "eighteen," the following words: "and nineteen and 
nineteen." 

' Mr. STAFFORD. I make the point of order that the amend-
ment is not a substitute nor an amendment to a substitute. 

The CHAIRl\IAN. The point or order is sustained. 
Mr. 1\IORGA.l~. Mr. Chairman, what is the point of order? 
The CHAIRl\IAN. The Chair will say, as far as the Chair is 

concerned, every effort will be exerted to see that every propo­
sition that is in order is fairly considered, and the fact that the 
Ohair rule<l on the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Oklahoma simply means-that it is not in order at this time. 

1\fr. MORGAN. I ask for information. I have a right to 
know what the point of order against my substitute is. I 
wanted to know upon what grounds the gentleman raised the 
point or order, and I did not get the information. 

Mr. STAFFORD. Mr. Chairman, I have already stated, I 
regret the gentleman did not hear me, that the gentleman's 
amendment was not an amendment to a substitute. If th"! 
gentleman from Arkansas offers his amendment as a substitute, 
it is in order to offer an amendment to the substitute. There 
are four processes in different parliamentary stages that are 
all well known. An amendment may be offered as an amend­
ment to that amendment; a substitute to the principal amend­
ment, and an amendment to the substitute. Now, the gentle­
man from Kansas offers an amendment--

1\fr. MORGAN. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. STAFFORD. I can not; I am addressing the Chair by 

the privilege of the Chair. The gentleman from Kansas offers 
an amendment. The gentleman from Arkansas offers, a~ he 
states, a sub"stitute to the amendment. Now, it is in order to~ffer 
either an amendment to the original amendment of the gentle­
man from Kansas or an amendment to the substitute, but the 
amendment that is offered by the gentleman from Oklahoma is 
not either. 

1\lr. MORGA.l"'\T. Will the gentleman yield? Mr. Chairman. 
I offer tl1e amendment as a substitute for both the amendments. 
Now, I should think that would be in order. That is the way 
I offered it. 

The CHAIRMAN. For the reasons stated by the gentleman 
from Wisconsin, the Chair was compelled to hold that the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Oklahoma was not in 
order at this stage of the proceedings. The Chair will endeavor 
to deal with every proposition as presented to the committee 
and see that it is acted upon at some stage of the proceedings. 

Mr. LEVER. Mr. Chairman--
Mr. MORGAN. 1\fr. Chairman, I offer my amendment, then, 

to the amendment offered by the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. 
Ii:ELVERING]-an amendment to his amendment. 

Mr. CANNON. That is not in order. I make the point of 
order. 

Mr. LEVER. I make the point of order against that. 
The CHAIRMAN The Cbair is compelled to sustain the point 

of order. 
Mr. l\10RGAN. I offer it as an amendment to the amend­

ment of the gentleman from Arkansas [1\Ir. WINGO]. 
Mr. LEVER. Mr. Chail'mnn, I make the point of order it is 

not germane to tl1~t nmemlment at all. The gentleman will get 
his time later on on this flroposition. 

Mr. MOHG.AJ.~. I "-ill. if I insist on it, I suppose. 

1\Ir. LEVER. l\fr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that 
the debate on the pending amendments be closed in five minutes. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. Chairman, I object. 
Mr. LEVER. I move that the debate on the pending amend­

ments be closed in five minutes. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from South Carolina moves 

that debate on the pending amendments close in five minutes. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. LEVER. Mr. Chairman, the purport of the amendments 

of the gentleman from Kansas and the gentleman from Ar­
kansas is, in effect, to spread the area over which these pur­
chases and advances may be made. Now, I want to say very 
frankly to the committee that if either of these amendments pre­
vail I shall >ote against this bill. The Committee on Agriculture 
did not bring tl1is bill in here as a " pork-barrel " proposition. 
We brought it upon the theory that there was a section of the 
country, limited in area, where by doing certain things we might 
increase the acreage in wheat by 3,000,000 acres. 

Mr. \VILSON of Texas. Will the gentleman yield to a ques­
tion? 

l\Ir. LEVER. I can not yield. 
Now, these gentlemen intend to take the bridle off. And 

while we in South Carolina raise a very limited amo.unt of 
wheat, my South Carolina farmer will be coming bere, prob­
ably, to ask for his share of the "swill." The Committee on 
Agriculture does not regard this appropriation as "swill" at 
all. We look upon it as something vital in tile winning of this 
war, and if I thought that this House, thinking only of local 
conditions, was going to run away with this bill to the extent 
of taking the bridle off, increasing these appropriation regard­
lessly and only upon the theory· that · " my State wants its 
sp.are," I would not be a party to that kind of legislation. 

I want to beg the members of this committee as earne tly as 
I can to vote down these amendments, because it puts· the Con­
gress of the United States in an attitude which it can not n~ord 
to assume in the eyes of patriotic people in tl1is country. I had 
hoped that these amendments would not be offered. I had hoped 
it for the reason that I know how strongly men feel when they 
have got to defend themselves in their district against the fact 
that they did riot get "their share of it." Gentlemen, there is 
not any "share-of-it" proposition in tl:\is bill. [Applause.] If 
I thought there was, I would vote against it if I never {!ot 
another vote in my district for Congress or any other position. 
I want to beg the men here to stand with the committee and limit 
this so that they can go to their constituents feeling that this 
is not a grab-bag proposition, but that it was regarded by the 
Congress of the United States as a vital proposition in the 
winning of this war. ·Will you do it? I hope you· will. · [Ap· 
plause.] 

Mr. BARKLEY. If this bill was limited to furnishing seed 
alone I might agree with the gentleman, but what reason is 
there for furnishing oats and barley seed to this area of spring 
wheat? 

Mr. LEVER. For the reason that this area was struck by a 
drought and for the further reason that there is no more . pecu­
lative section for farm purposes in the world than this country, 
and for the further reason that we can now at this moment sow 
oats and barley in tllis area. You can not do it practically any­
where else and get the best yield. 

Mr. BLAND. The .administration of this law, after all, is left 
to the Secretary of Agriculture, is it not? 

l\1.r. LEVER. That is very true. But let me say this : I think 
this House has gone exceedingly far in trusting admini ·trative 
officers. Are we not in a position to say bow far we ought to go 
and how far we do not want to go in this matter? 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
Mr. VENABLE. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent for 

two minutes? 
Mr. CANNON. There is another amendment in the way of a 

substitute. Debate is not closed on the substitute to the amend­
ment. 

Mr. LEVER. There is no substitute pending. 
Mr. CA.l\TNON. I beg the gentleman's pardon. 
Mr. LEVER. If the Chair will oermit. I think I can 

sti·aighten the situation out. 1\fy motion was to close debate on 
the amendment of the gentleman from Kansas and the gentle­
man from Arkansas, and that was carried. 

Mr. MORGAN. 'Vill the gentleman yield for a question? 
1\fr. LEVER. Yes; although I have not the floor. 
1\Ir. MORGAN. Do I unclerstanu that to those gentlemen in 

favor of the amendment of the gentleman from Arkansas alJ 
debate is cut off and that we have no time on that proposition 'i 

Mr. LEVER. The committee did that. I was not respon-
sible. 
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Mr. 1\fORGAN. Th~ ftentleman made the motion. -
Mt VENABLE. 1\il': Chairman, I a k unanimous consent 

to proceed for one minute in order to ask a question. 
Mr. LEVER. I am satisfied that the gentleman will get op­

portunity to interrogate me a little later on this proposition. -
The CHAIRMAN. The committee voted to close debate on 

the amendment of the gentleman from Arkansas and the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kansas. 

The question is on the amendment in the nature of a sub­
stitute offered by the gentleman from Arkansas [1\.'Ir. WINGo]. 

1\lr. CANNON. I mo-ve to strike out the la t word of the sub-
stitute for the second amendment. 

1\Ir. VENABLE. 1\fr. Chairman, a parliamentary inquiry. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 
l\Ir. VENABLE. Does the fact that the House has voted to 

close debate in five minutes preclude me from asking for time 
by unanimous consent of the House? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks not. 
l\Ir. JOHNSON of Washington. 1\Ir. Chairman, I ask for the 

regular order. 
The CHAlRl\IA....~. The Chair will recognize the gentleman 

from Illinois [Mr. CA~ ~oN] . 
1\.fr. LEVER. I submit, 1\Ir. Chairman, that the debate on 

tl1ese two amendments is closed. 
Mr. CANNON. But there is a substitute pending for the 

second amendment. 
1\lr. LEVER. A point of order was sustained on that. Later 

I made a point of order and it was sustained. 
1\Ir. CANNON. Let us appeal to the Clerk and see what is 

pending. 
l\1r. STAI!,FORD. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent 

that the gentleman from Tilinois may proceed for five minutes 
and the gentleman from Mississippi [l\lr. VENATILE] for one 
minute. · 

l\Ir. MORGAN. l\lr. Chairman, I couple with that a request 
to speak for five minutes. 

Mr. CANNON. Let us find out the status at the C1erk's 
desk. 

The CHAIRl\IAN. The Clerk will report the amendment of 
the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. HEr.vERIKGl, and also the 
amendment in the way of a substitute offered by the gentleman 
from Arkansas [Mr. 'VINGO] . 

The Clerk read as fo1lows : 
Amendment offered by Mr. HELVERIXG: Page 3, line lG, strike <Jut 

the words "spring wheat." 
Substitute offered by Mr. WINGO: Page 3, line lG, strike out the words 

"in spring-wheat areas-" 

Mr. HELVERING. Upon those two amendments the debate 
was closed, as I understand, l\fr. Chairman. ' 

The CHAIRMAN. That was the action of the House. 
Mr. CANNON. Was it offered by way of a substitute? 
The CHAIRMAN. It was. 
Mr. BARKLEY. The gentleman from Illinois can -amend the 

substiiute by striking out the last word. 
1\lr. CANNON. That is what I propose to do. Does all de­

bate close upon the substitute? 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no desire to cut off anyone, 

but the Chair bas no· control over the action of the House. 
l\Ir. LEVER. l\lr. Chairman, if the gentleman from Illinois 

will indulge me for a moment, I think the gentleman from Illi­
nois ren1izes that I am endeavoring and trying to close the de­
bate on these amendments which affect this particular proposi­
tion, not on the section. 

Mr. CANNON. Yes. 
1\Ir. LEVER. 4<\.nd the debate has been closed on the amend­

ments and the substitute for the amendment. All debate bas 
been closed on those. If the gentleman has an amendment 
which goes to one of these, I do not see how it could be in order 
because it would be a substitute, lJecause there is a substitute 
pending, unless it might be an amendment to the substitute. 

l\lr. C.AJ.~NOX. I offer a pro forma amendment; The debate 
-\Yas not shut off by unanimous consent, as I understand it, to 
the substitute? 

_l\Ir. LE-VER. The Chair differs, and I differ with the gen­
tleman myself. The debate was closed on the amendment and 
the substitute, as I understand it. 

l\1r. S!\TELL. Regular order! 
l\lr. CANNON. This is a vital amendment, aud I do not think 

the committee understands it. 
l\Ir. SAUNDERS of Virginia. Mr. Chairman, a parliamentary 

inquiry. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. SAUNDERS of Virginia. Is there any amendment pend­

ing to the substitute? 

The CHL..IRM.A .. N. Not that the Chair knows or. -
l\fr. SAUNDERS of Virginia. Then an amendment to the 

substitute is in order. I ask unanimous consent that the gentle­
man from Illinois [i\Ir. CANNON] shall have five minutes, within 
which to offer au amendment to the substitute and proceed in 
that time to discuss the same. That is in order. I ask unani­
mous consent that he shall have f -.e minutes within which to 
offer an amendment to the substitute and discuss the same. 

1\Ir. CAl\TNON. -I take it for five minutes; lJut I think your 
first proposition is correct, that an amendment to the substitute 
is in order. 

l\lr. LEVER. But the point is that the debate ha J-,:en 
closed. 
, Mr. SAUNDERS of Virginia. Even if the matter in debate 
has been closed, it is perfectly competent for this body, by 
unanimous consent, to give the gentleman from Illinois five 
minutes or any other time it cpooses. The fact that the debate 
has been closed does not cut off the right from this bo(ly by 
unanimous consent to extend time. Of course, it is competent 
to anybody to object. · 

1\Ir. VENABLE. Does that apply to the gentleman from 
Mississippi as well as to the gentleman from Illinois? 

l\fr. SAUNDERS of Virginia. It applies to everybody. 
1\Ir. LEVER. l\Ir. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent tl1at 

the gentleman from Illinois [l\Ir. CANNON] may have five min­
utes and the gentleman from Mississippi [l\Ir. VENABI.E] five 
minutes and the gentleman from New· York [Mr. DE:llPSEY] 
five minutes. 

1\Ir. SNELL. I demand the regular order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The regular order is demanded. 
l\Ir. SAUNDERS of Virginia. The regular order is to put 

my request that the gentleman from Illinois ' [Mr. OA ~~oN J 
may have fiye minutes in which to offer an amendment to the 
substitute and discuss the same. That is the regular order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Virginia asks unani­
mous consent that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CA~NO:'i] 
may haYe fiye minutes iii which to offer a substitute and discuss 
it. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 
The· CHAIRMAN. The Chair recognizes the gentlemn.n from 

Illinois for five minutes. . 
Mr. CANNON. l\Ir. Chairman, I have sought recognition, but 

did not receive it, for which I have no complaint, because the 
members of a committee are always entitled to preference in 
the consideration of a bill, and, for that matter, preference in 
opportunity to offer amendments, and so forth. But I do w:mt 
to talk a little about this bill. I do not know that I can say in 
five minutes what I want to say. But what is this proposition? 
This bill proposes at the expense of the United States Treasury 
to furnish wheat, oats, and bai:ley for seed in spring-wheat ter­
ritory for the crop of 1918. 

Mr. GRAHAl\1 of Illinois. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman 
yield. 

Mr. CANNON. I will haYe to ask for a further extension of 
time. I want to be courteous1 and I will be. I think the House 
will give me five minutes more. 

l\Ir. GRAHAl\1 of Illinois. ·what is "the spring-wheat dis­
trict"? That is what I want to know. What is" a spring-wheat 
district," "a spring-wheat area"? 

1\.lr. CANNON. I suppose that is a matter of fact to be ascer­
tained. I have an idea what it is, and the gentleman has an 
idea .. 
- Now, the amendment to this bill is to make this appropria­
tion available everywhere in the United States for these three 
favored articles-wheat, barley, and oats-for seed. I think I 
have it right, have I not? 

l\lr. EVANS. Yes. 
Mr. CANNON. Now, then, I want to call the attention of the 

committee to what has been clone arid what is the necessity for 
this appropriation. Nearly a year ago, under the leadership of 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. LEVER], $2.500,000 was 
appropriated for use anywhere in the country for seed. I think 
I am correct in that. Now, that is a revolving fund. It has 
not been expended, except in part. Now, $4,000,000 is appropri· 
ated in the urgent deficiency bill for the same purpose, a revolv­
ing fund, to be expended by the Secretary of Agriculture. He 
goes to work, no doubt, and has organized and ascertained about 
the wants of the different parts of the country. Now, whnt is 
the use of appropriating this $10,000,000? 

Mr. LEVER Mr. Chairman, will the ~ntleman yield? 
l\Ir. CANNON. If I can get a little more time, I llnve no 

objection to yielding. 
Mr. LEVER. I just want to ask a question. 
l\Ir. CANNON. · All right. 

.. -



1\Ir. HELVERING. ·'.the gentleman says these' appropriations 
were made under the direction· of the chairman of the Com-. 
mittee ou Agriculture. 

1\Ir. CANNON. The first one was. The chairman of the Com­
mittee on A!!riculture advocated both of them. 

Mr. HELVERING. And they :-ere gen~ral in their nature­
all over thE' c01mtry. 

Mr. CANNON. Yes. 
1\fr. HELVElliNG. And they were not por-k barrel then, were 

they? 
1\Ir. CANNON. Oh, no. They covered the whole country. 
1\Ir. Chairman, I was a pioneer boy. I know something about 

the hardships of pioneering._ I kn_ow the want of market . I 
h~ow it wns worth a man's life to clear 80 acres of land of that 
heavy timber in the Wabash ._ conn try. There never was better 
manhood in tl1e same number of people on this earth than 
among the pioneers in t11e settlement of the 'Vest. They Iatd 
good manhood. They never were debauched by getting some­
thing for nothing. They drank sas afras tea and spicewood 
tea. and ate corn bread, and lived in lean-to , and they raised 
strong, healthy children, and they cut down the forest :rnd 
founded a civilization. You may say, '* Oh, they have had such 
droughts out in this western country!" Wby. good God, they 
bad too mueh rain in the early spring nl1 over the northern 
section of the eorn l)(>Jt. But tl1ey planted the corn. There 
was not one-quarter of a crop raised in Michi~an. There was 
not much of a crop rai~ed in Minnesota or in northern Dlinois. 
The corn was of poor quality and much of it of little value, and 
down in central Illinois, the best corn country on earth, 25 per 
cent of the corn was soft, and they could not make alcohol or 
wl'lLc;;;ky or beer out of it. The bad season came, and we could 
not get tran portation, and the corn spoiled. Now let us be 
honest with each othe1·. Is it nece sary to relieve Montana? 
Then let us relieve her. There is plenty of money to relie-ve 
:Montana. to furnish seed wheat, barley, and oats. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from illinois 
has expired. 

1\ir. NORTON. I nsk unanimous ·consent ·that the gentleman 
mny have five minut~s more. 

Mr. CANNON. I do not tbrnk I shall talk again about thL'l 
. bill. I should like really to have 10 minutes. 

1\Ir. NOU.TON. I make the request for 10 minutes. 
Tbe CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from North Dakota asks 

unanimous con ent that the gentleman from illinois may pro­
ceed for 10 minutes. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 
l\lr. CANNON. Now, what is tbe :fact? Does Minnesota want 

anything from this proposed legislation? No. I speak with 
a ~red certainty. Does Michigan want anything? No. Does 
Wigconsin want anyth1ng? No. Does North Dakota want any­
thing? No. Does South Dakota? No. Now, that is as far as 
I can go. but 1 have good authol~ity so far as I have gone. Then 
there is by this bill an additional $10,000,000 to be spent for 
seed wheat, oats, and barley for Montana and Idaho-anything 
else? 

Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. North Dakota. 
1\lr. CANNON. Oh, North Dakota is cared fo1·. 
1\1r. FERRIS. How? 
1\lr. CANNON. By an act of the legi lature, and the money 

is substantially expended. I asked a North Dakotan about it, 
and he said North Dakota was cared for py action of their 
legislature. The same is true of South Dakota. I wm tell you 
about this if you want to know. This is a competition among 
some of our people in two or three States, who are scared to 
death about this new organization Umt believes the farmers 
never get anything. It is farming the farmers for the benefit 
of self-constituted champions of the farmer f01' the political 
benefit of the champions. That is tbe truth about it. [Applause 
and laughter.] There is a revolving fund for the Secretary of 
Agriculture, with his for-ce all organized, $2,500,000 for a year. 
Tile money is not all spent. It is a revolving fund. It is back 
there still-$2.500,000, and $4,000,000 added by the vote of this 
House for the same purpose, a revolving fund. Yet we say, 
" The poor farmer ! " 1\fy God., do you know that one-thirfl 
of the farmers in this country own more than one-thlrd of the 
wealth of the country? I am speaking by the book, of things 
whereof I know, if there is · any truth in figures and stati tics. 

l\1r_. NORTON. Will the gentleman yield? 
1\ir. CANNON. Yes; I will; but make it short. 
1\fr. NORTON. Does the gentleman distinguish any dif­

ference -between the appropriation of the $2,500,000 that he 
spPuks of and the $4.000,000 which provides for the Secretary 
of Agriculture to purchase seed and sell for cash, and this bill 
which authorizes him to make advances on time? _Does the 
gentleman see any difference between those two propositions? 
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Mr. CA~TNON. That is a foolish question. If ~~on want to 
give it to these people, most of . those who want these advances 
can get them now. Nine-tenth o:f them · can get them now. 
. 1\fr. NORTON. What are you going to do with t~ other 
tenth? . 

1\lr. CANNON. If you want to pauperize nine-tenths of the 
people,. or nineteen-twentieths of the people, glve them some­
thing for nothing. [Applause.] You can increase the pauper . 
Oh, I defend the pioneer. I was one of· the pioneers, from 
the time I was 4 year old until I grew up to manhood. 
They ha\e got good stuff ont "\Vest. I defend them against 
political demagoguery. [Applause.} Who introduced tl)e bill? 
Why, om· friend, wonderfully .bright, wonderfuUy hanill;ome. 
Why, good God. he doe not belong to the Democratic Party. 
He does not belong to the llepubliean Party, although he sits 
on our side of the House. He introduced a 50.000,000 bill. 
And so we go, competing with him and others like him. He 
is an estimable gentleman. Do not take it that I am speaking 
·disrespectfully of him. I am calling by their right names 
political policies that I tl1ink are viciou . That i3 what I am 
doing. You npprop:riated $20,000.000,000 in the last ses ion 
of Congress-appropriations and authorization . Now you are 
running at railroad speed~ appropriatin"', appropriating, with 
$4.000,000,000 to be collected by taxation by the 1st of July 
ne:x:t7 and tbe taxation comes from all sections of the country. 
Another liberty loan i · Just being started. Our boys are in 
the trenches. Eight hundred and forty million oollars for 
aeroplanes. It is claimed-God knows whether it i true or 
not; I do not know-that it has not resulted in aeroplanes. I 
am not saying that it has not so resulted. But here you come, 
with all these things coming upon us, with insurant-e of 10,000 
for e-very soldier at a nominal rate. That is all rtght. I voted 
for it. I believe in it. "\Ve doubled their pay. I voted for it. 
I believed in that. 

Good God !. Let us be practical, and let us stop playing these 
lit~le peanut politics-e>erybody getting up and crying, " I am 
gomg to stand by the farmer; oh, ye ! " 1\lr. Chairman, I l1ave 
an agricultural district. Two-thirds of my dish·ict are farmers. 
I was a farmer when I was a boy mys If. 

1\ir. Sl\1ITH of Idaho. Mr. ChaiL"Ulnn, will the gentleman 
yield? 

1\lr. CANJ'\ON. Yes. 
Mr. SMI'l'H of Idaho. Does the gentleman <llstingui h be­

t'\Veen the farmers living in Illinois, all of whom are probably 
wealthy, and homesteader£ on the public domain? 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, the hom~ teader, in my judg­
ment, is not asking for thi ·,if it is a gift. I do not believe there 
is a homesteader in Montana, if be were to rai e wheat anll had 
to borrow the seed, who could not get that seed from the citizens 
of Montana or the Department of Agriculture if he pos ·e sed 
good manhood. You do not want to go through the form of 
giving something to somebody who 'vill not utilize it. I am not 
speaking harshly of the people· of Montana. . I have· every sym­
pathy with them and with everyone else. A homesteader ! Do 
you think he would want $450 for seed wheat? A man ettles on 
a ·homestead of 160 acre , and does be want $450 for seed wheat? 

I want to say somethinn- ·further about this. 
1\fr. JOHNSON of 'Vashington. I wish the gentleman would 

say something about these spring-wheat areas, including wheat 
and oats and barley. 

1\fr. CANNON. Oh, wheat a:Qd oats and barley are vet·y im­
portant; c.otton is very important ~ everything is very important 
that is raised on the farm. What I want to speak about is the 
provision in tllis bill that not to exceed *'100,000 shall .be ex­
pended for the payment of administrative e:xpen es. 1\lr. Chair­
man, the man in the trench, the man in the Army, the man on 
the railway, the man in the mine, the farmer on the farm, nnd 
the pioneer doing his part are all doing well ; but, good heavens, 
think of the men whom you see in Wa bington, think of the men 
whom you see in New York, whom you see in Illinois, whom you 
see all over the country who are rushing here wanting to be em­
ployed to do something for the Government other than to go to 
war. If you... l\:eep on you will have so many people here and 
elsewhere em})loyed by the Government that you will n~t have 
anybody to draft or to enlist. You will hnve le s people to farm, 
you will bave less people to bnil~ ships. Tbe greate t indo try 
that I know of is the inuustry that brings them here. The 
greatest industry that I know of is this, and· it bring the least 
profit to the Government. Let ·.us keep our heads, gentlemen. 
If the $4,000,000 plus the two and a half million dollars' revolv­
ing fund are not enough now, when the spring planting com­
:::J.ences in March in the spring-wheat belt, and 1\larch is almost 
over and April upon us, and the spring wheat is probably in 
large part in tbe ground, then what is to become of us or the 
farmers& · 



918. '.CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. 4175 
The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Illinofs 

has expired. 
Mr. VENABLE. l\Ir. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to 

proceed for five minutes. · 
The CHAIRl\IAl~. The gentleman from Mississippj asks 

unanimous consent to proceed for five minutes. Is there ,objec­
tion? 

Mr. l\IORGAN. l\1r. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to 
proceed for five minutes in connection with that. -

Mr. LEVER. l\Ir. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that 
debate upon these two amendments and the substitute close at 
the end of 15 minutes, 5 minutes to be occupied by the gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. VENABLE], 5 minutes by the gentleman 
from Oklahoma [l\Ir. MonGAN], and, if I deem it necessary, Ci 
minutes by myself. 

The CHAIRl\IAN. Is there objection? 
There was no objection. 
Mr. VENABLE. l\Ir. Chairman, when· the chairman of the 

committee was addressing the committee a few moments ago he 
made an appeal to the House to vote down the amendment pro­

·posed by the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. HELVERING] upon the 
ground that this was not a "pork-barrel" bill, and in his re­
marks he stated that he. thought we had. gone far enough in 
conferring general powers on the Secretary of Agriculture in 
the disbursement of these funds. Yet in this bill, whose bene­
fits are confined to a small area of the country, the gentleman 
himself and his committee, presumptively with his approval, 
has brought out a bill that provides for the laying out of 
$7,500,000 under such rules and regulations as the Secretary of 
Agriculture shall promulgate, himself giving the very widest 
and amplest powers conceivable. 

In addition to this it is provided that a lien upon the crop 
:;;hall be considered sufficient security, in the discretion of the 
Secretary of Agriculture. ·what is your lien? Undei· that lan­
guage it is nothing. As far as the legal effect of it is concerned, 
your advances to these farmers are gifts unless the farmer 
wishes to pay them back or bas property out of which a judg­
ment can be satisfied. Why? Because your act does not pro­
vide for a positive lien. This crop will pass into the hands of 
purchasers free from the incumbrance of such a lien unless 
you specifically provide that the lien shall follow the crop into 
tlie hands of purchasers, which would defeat the yery purpose 
of the bill. So there is only one way to enforce your security, 
and that is for the Government to demand payment before the 
sale of the crop, and if not paid, to enforce the lien ; and there 
is no man here who believes that the Government will do any 
such thing. As a legal proposition, your provision for a so­
called lien is ·without any effect, and as a practical proposition, 
in my opinion your bill provides, in substance, that the Secre­
tary of Agriculture, if he will-and it is all left to him, though 
the committee is not in favor of conferring broad powers-may 
advance this money to the tune of $7,500,000 without a bit of 
security on earth. 

Is that all? No. This bill proposes fm·thermore to constitute 
·your Secretary of Agriculture a labor agent to go out in all the 
sections of the country and drum up labor to go to work in the 
planting and harvesting of this wheat crop. They will come to 
the South, they will come to the East, to the North, and West 
with the boys gone from the farms into the Army, with your farm 
labor-I know it is true of the South, and I judge it is true in 
other parts of the country-gone to the great manufacturing 
centers to take advantage of the high wages. TheJ..le is not a 
farming section of the- United States that has enough labor now, 
nnd yet you are going practically to direct your Secretary of 
Agriculture to constitute himself a labor agent to go into sections 
o:1' the country already depleted of labor and offer the inducement 
of railroad fare to take away their labor to this favored section 
of the country. And I prophesy what will be the result. You 
will have the greatest wave of discontent, the greatest wave of 
revolt against this thing all over the country that you ever saw. 
Every day I get letters from the South stating that the condi­
tions are such that while the Government is calling upon the 
farmer to increase production that he can not do it because the 
boys are gone and the negroes that constitute the great body . 
of labor in the South have gone to the industrial centers in the 
East. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
l\1r. VENABLE. I would ask for one minute more in order 

to finish the sentence; 
The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection? 
Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. ·wm the gentleman yield for 

a question? \Vould the Secretary of Agriculture in drumming 
up labor run into competition with the Secretary of Labor, also 
drumming up labor for the same purpose? 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request for one 
minute? [After a pause.] The Chair hen.rs 'none. 

Mr. VENABLE. The answ·er to that is that when you pro­
vide $7,500.000 to· plant and harvest a partic1t1ar crop in a par­
ticular section of the country and couple with that an appro­
priation to get labor, it is tantamount to a direction that the 
Secretary of Agriculture must go out and get this labor and 
plant and reap that particular crop. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. While the Secretary of Labor 
is also drumming up labor. 

Mr. VENABLE. Not farm labor. They have not done it, 
and I hope will not do it. But you are directing-you are tak­
ing all discretion fTom the Secretary of Agriculture-

1\fr. RUBEY. \Vill the gentleman from Mississippi yield? 
Mr. VENABLE. Yes, sir. 
1\fr. RUBEY. Does not the gentleman know that the Secre­

tary of Labor and the Secretary of Agriculture together for the 
last eight months have been doing this yery thing, and that the 
President of the United States gaYe to tliern $800,000 from the 
sum which was given to him for the purpose of mobiliZing labor, 
and they have been doing that all last summer? 

1\fr. VENABLE. Going into rural sections to get farm labor? 
Mr. RUBEY. Doing the same thing we are authorizing to be 

done here. · 
Mr. VENABLE. Does the gentleman mean to. say they are 

going to the rural sections of this counti·y to get farm labor? 
1\Ir. RUBEY. No; and I do not mean to say they will llo it 

under this bill. 
1\Ir. VENABLE. I do. 
Mr. RUBEY. ~rhey will not. 
The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has again ex-

pired. · 
1\Ir. VENABLE. 1\lr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to 

revise and extend my remarks in the REcono. 
The CHAIR1\1AN. Is there· objection? [After a pause.] 

The Chair hears none. 
Mr. VENABLE. 1\fr. Chairman, I say that the Secretary of 

Agriculture must necessarily go to the farming sections to get 
farm labor for the planting and reaping of this proposed crop 
in the favored section of the West for the reason that he must 
go either to the country or to the cities. Those in the cities 
who are familiar with or who will engage in farm labor are those 
who have left the country or rural communities because they 
have been attracted by the high wages paid in industrial trades 
and manufacturing plants. They have good places paying high 
wages. No one is idle· who wishes to work. Do the gentlemen 
of this committee think that the wages offered by these wheat 
farmers in the spring-wheat area will be so attractive as to 
induce men who have afready rejected similar wages to take 
more attractive places in the cities to again go to the country'! 
Certainly not. Perforce, then, tl1e Secretary of Agriculture 
must get his labor supply from those already in tile country 
engaged in farm labor, and this is sought to be done by ofiering 
free transportation. If this reasoning be true, it comes fo this: 
That the Secretary of Agriculture is practically directed to go 
into the farming communities of the country, already depleted 
of necessary labor, and induce tllis labor by the attraction of 
free transportation and the allurements of a promised land 
where homestead is possible, to leave other sections of the coun­
try . to work for farmers of the so-called spring-wheat area who 
are, according to the confession of this bill, unable to obtain 
credit from loca1 business men or financial institutions to the 
extent of the price of the.ir seed wheat. 

In every agricultural section of the country there is a scm·city 
of labor. The farmer boys have been taken into the ~~rmy. 
Thousands have gone to the cities to work in industrial plants, 
attracted there· by the high wages offered. 

Now, it is suggested to have the Government engage in the 
husiness of taking away the labor that remains in order to 
provide for one partic_!Ilar section of the country. 

The growing of wheat is necessary. So is the growing of 
corn. We must eat either wheat or corn or some otl1er sub­
stitute. It is necessary that corn be ~Town in order that we 
may substitute it for wheat so that the wheat may be sent 
abroad. What profits it if to grow wheat v.-e destroy corn so 
that we are forced to eat the wheat and so will have ntne to 
sent abroad? Are we any better off than if we had not grown 
the wheat? 

But the crass injustice of the thing! Here it is proposed to 
send the Government out on a mission of taking away the little 
labor that is left to the farmers of other sections of the country, 
producing products just as essential as · wl1eat. · Corn is as 
essential as wheat because it substitutes for wheat that we send 
abroad. Cotton is essential because it is necessary if '""e fight 
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this wnr at all. But mol'e than thi Contrary to all theories ' of tlw Committee 0::1 Agl'lcu1ture, he reporte(1 tlle bill fn,·omlJly. 
hei'etofore heiU: it is _propo~ea nna the Rec1· tary of Agriculture He conducted the mea ure through the Bon. e. And that bill 
js practically instructed to aclYnnce ., 450 to e\-ery man w]fo says ·as .he introduced it and as it pas~ed the Honse contained a Jlro­
that he intends to plant wheat anu w.hose standipg in the com- vi ·ion appropriating about $6,000.000 to J.>e u .,e<l by the Sccrc­

,munity is uch that his neighbors will not trust hlm .for this tary of Agriculture in r-iding fnrmers to 11Ul'C:hn ·e eellli. It 
amount. In short, lack of financial creilit is ma<le a sine qua non autl10rize<l the sale of seeds to farmers on credit, an<l to farm­
·of go-vernmental relief ana the bill is careful to provjde that no e1~s in any section of the Unite<l States. Now he says he can 
security may be taken if the Secretary of .Agriculttue so desires. not support this bill if it is made to apply anywhere except in 
Whnt security is there that the mnn who gf:ts the money -will the sprlng-wheat area. It strikes me that the position the gen­
plant wheat? What security is there that ~e will not in-vest in tleman takes now is inconsi tent with the position he held on 
oil of joy which maketh t~mporarily glad the heart of man and the fooa-sur-vey bill. In \iew of this fact, the ar"'urnent the 
convel'teth .him temporarily into an ass? gentleman makes -shoul<l not carry the weight which ordinarily 

Tliese proposed borrowers admitteilly can not get creilit in goes with :vie\\'S ·which lle n.lways _pxe ents to the House 'vith 
their loca~ communities, else wJ1y the necessity of Goverpment -such clearne s, candor ana 1orce. 
ai<l? If" without creuit, it must be becau e th~y eitller lack char- 'Tllere are some <listiuguislled gentlemen on both side of tho 
acter or as ets out of which a judgment can be enforceu. If llou e opposing this measme, whether it applies to tile spring­
such is their condition, what security can the Government take wheat area only or to the Unite<l State generally. I have 
which will insure either the planting of the crop, the repayment I great .re pect for ~eir -vie\YS, but they are clearly wrong. The 

.of the lonn, or the :payment of imply intere t on the debt, twuolc is they ha-ve no true conception of the wheat country 
:which, by the way, a generous ·committee does not provide for of the ·west. Now, the fact is this: In the we tern half of 
in the bill? Oklalwm~. Kan as, Nebraska, and North and South Dakota up-

It ha-s been asked, What difference, if any, exist between thi · prox:imnteJy one-thlr<l of the wheat of the United State· is 
proposed gift and the appropriation .for the purchnse of seed produced. This is in what is known as the semiaritl regious. 
carried in a former bill? I will answer, The greatest difference Crop failures there are po sibly inore frequent than in orne 
in the world. other sections. Nevertheless, one yea.r nftex another the e 

The former-bill provHled for the:purclillse of seed by the Gov- sections produce a lm·ge l)ercentuge of all our -wheat. 'Ve can 
crnment whicll was to be sold to tlle farmer. Tbis provides for not su_pply our el-ves and om· allies with '"beat witllout n lilJ­
tlw gift of seed, not for the pm·pose of inh·oduci:ng improYe<l ·eral production from these sections. To ai<l the farmers ont 
varieties in which the \Yhole country will benefit, but any old there to __produce the largest amount of wheat is both wise 
see<l for the purpose of getting a •crop. In the .first bill the and patriotic, for without the wheat ·produced by these farmer 
Government 'furnishes a facility :for getting a thing-a perfectly '"e would not ha-ve a bu he1 of wheat to e~'"POl't unless we took 
le"'itimate function. In the second the Government practically it from what our own people needed. 
make a gift. As I see it it is pro_per for the GoveTnment to But the pro-visions of this bill a reported wou1cl confine the 
make available a source of supply without lo s to the Govern- use of the money .appropriated to the pring-wheat area. Sup­
ment and without turing the .citizens for the benefit of a particu- pose this bill p~sse. as reportetl~we .aid the pring-wheat 
lar clas , furnishing facilities, in other words, for the doing of u States. Suppose tha-t in certain sections of Nebraska, Kan!"laS, 

· thing. As I see it it is not proper to ·make a .gift such -as is Oklahoma, and other States there should be n failm·e this year 
proposed in this bill, as I construe it. in the wheat crop. Tl1e wheat farmers in these winter-wheat 

My colleague, 1\Ir. JOHN o , -interpolated a remark tlw sig- sections would be in exactly the same condition that the spring­
nificance of which was that this bill proposed to ha-ve the Sec- wheat 1armers are now. They would ·not be able to _purclla ·e 
retary o-f Ag1·iculture go out in the country ana olicit farm seed wheat. The local banks could not fnrni 11 ·the nec·es ary 
labor, while the Secretary of Labor was soliciting labor for cr·edit; but Congress migl1t be aujourned. The SecTetary ·of 
other _purposes, thus presenting the admirable spectacle of A."'Ticulture could .extend ·no assistance. The Government woul<l 
departments of Government competing with one another, with be in the position of discrimin:;U:ing against one section of 1.he 
the Secretary of Agriculture ·having the advantage .of u fund country. This would be bad enou~. but the worst of it woultl 
for Jlolding forth the inducement of ;free transportation to the be the wheat acreage would be reduced millions of acre·. 
laborer that be may go out \Vest and -wm:k for a farmer w.ho can Now, thi-s bill should be made genei~nJ in its application to 
not get credit for enough money to buy his seed. I trust that tlle country, and .it should be Jnucle so as to apply to crop-~ 
this ·Sugo-estion by .my colleague of the effect of tllis bill ·will sown this season. Why legislate fQr a day? Why not lool{ 
-recei-ve consideration at the bunas of ·this committee. aheu<l? Wily not plan for the future? 'Why not take a com-

I am neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet, but permit prehensive view? Why not broaden our ·yi ion so as to include 
.me to say to gentlemen of the committee wllo Jive in sections at least the war perlo<l? Wily not va s .an act that will enable 
of the country other than the o-cnllerl flprlng~wheat belt, that the farmers to ~ecure the neces ary credit to J)u.rcbn e ee<l nt 
when the •Government in the gui e of a labor agent comes into any time <luring :the war? · 
yom· communities where labm· on the farms is already much too lllr. HOWARD. Will the gentlem:m ylela? 
scarce, offering indu<'ements of free transportation, appealing 1\Ir. MORGAN. Yes. 
to the wanderlust in mE'.n, m·ging the-m to go to un een countries. 1\11:. HOWARD. I want to ask the gentleman if lle doeg not 
even though it be to work for men wl1o admittedly can not think ·it unwise to llave .this lien in thj bill to make the fm·mcr 
.raise $450 or le~s. this measm·e is destined to be about as give the first lieu on bis ~rowing crop? 
_popular a a polecat at a ·rugg r camp meeting, and its sup- l\Ir. MORGAN. I <lo not. 
porters will :not be .altogether in the odor of sancity. l\1r. HOWARD. Which wiU destroy llis creuit. Do you not 

1\fr. 1\fORG.A.N. Mr. •Chillrman, .I nppreciate ve1w much the think 've .ollght to do away wifh that? 
courtesy extended to me by the chairman of the Committee ou Mr. l\10RGAN. 1\lany, mnny time in the 'Vest. jn the home­
Agriculture in having this five .minute , although taking the stead districts, the l'ailroads have fm·nishe<l whect by millions 
opposite -view from that which he take . We all love the <lis- of bushels to t11e farmers. Can not the United States do what 
•tiuguishe<l cbajrman uf ·the Committee on Agriculture, the gen- a railroa(] corporation can do.? 
tleman from South Carolina [Mr. L"EVERl, a-nd ·we haYe confi- Gentlemen, strike out "spring" a.n<l nuke .this n national 
deuce in him and in 1tis leaoership. I regret that I can not :mea ure, and the people of the :United State will ,ai1proye it . 
.;follow him now and appTove the po ition he takes on this bill. [Applause.] 
I am in fa-vor ·of striking out this word "spring," so that Mr. LEVER. 1\fr. Chairman, I shall 1·ak only a few minutes 
the bill will mot be confined to the spting-wheat ar.ea. I am in of the time of the committee, and then I intend to ask for a 
i'avor .of making this a general proposition that -will apply to vote on the e two amendments and the ubstitllte tl1e:refor, :.:na 
1\iaine, Texas, California, or to Virginia, or eYery other State, then, if the committee is willing, we sllall ri e and .~o home. 
and leave it to tl1e Secretary of Agriculture to determine where The gentleman from Oklahoma '[l\Ir. MURG.\N] ·eerus to think 
.it Js necessary to use the e funds or where these !funds can be that the Committee on AgTicultl.u·e, at Jeast its cllairman, is in­
n e<1 to best advantage. Tllat woul<l make jt a national propo~ consi tent because of the fact that last year in the foml-pro<luc­
sition. In this fo:cm, in my judgment, it WDUlil .be more ac- tion bill we brought in a proposition appropriating ,'6,000,000 for 
ceptable to the people of the United States. In its present form seed to be furnisheu farmer for cash or on credit. 1 have not 
it is sectional. Now. then, the distinguished chairman of the made any complaint about this bill, because it i a credit provo­
Committee on Agriculture said, as 1 understood him, that he sition, although as a peace ·proposition I would not -vote for it 
would .vote against thi bill if the word "spring" -we.re stricli:en for hal.f a second. The complaint I urn making now j · again t 
out and this bill was ;nmue to apply to every State. .I wish to these ·two amendments which nre emlea.voring te tnkc from t.hi, 

. .remind the gentleman that only last year, in April or .1\lay, he bill its real character anu. to ~nr 1piutl, 1nake ·t of a cbamcte1· 
i ntroduced what is lmowu as the ..food~un-rey :bill. .As chll.irm~ smacking of "pork-barrel " legisJation. 
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. r. 'c6NGRESSibNAL REOORlJ~notJslJ . 
l\1r. MQitGA.t~. 'viii the gent1emn.n Yield? 
Mr. LEVEit. No; I can not yield. AR I ~ai<l a momPnt ago. 

tht>Te is hut one purpose in the mimi of the et-'1mnittee~ anti that 
is to furnish thi~ see(l on trt>•lit to cet·tnin eetions of the country 
where the evi(lence before the committe.e shows tll.at t11e situ• 1 

ntion is critieal aml that hy furnishin~ of th~e eros we might 
tm ibly. nml \"ery prohah1y. ineren. e the pr,;duetinn of .vheat in 
this country in thE' sprin~-~whent area ns mudt as from 30;000,000 
to 40.000.000 hushel . The committee recognizes, of course, that 
the bread line of this country act·o ~ to Hs ('Wn solrliPrs nntl the 
soldiers of its t11Hes is as absolctely as important to he held 
intact as it i£-; iinportant for Haig and Pe:·shing to hold their 
line in1a<'t in tl1is g:rent strug-~le whi<:h is goin~ on. 

Now, that is an the committee hucl in mirHl. And I wnnt to 
repeat, that if I thought this committt>e .nts go;n_g to he umvise 1 
enough to throw tl1i.._ proposition wicle ope.1, an1l say to wheat 

1 growet·s here nnd there. in Virginia, in South Cnrolinn, an1l in 
Oklnhoma, an<l in otller plnees, whence thE>re is comin~ nbso­
lutely no ctem«ml far this legislation, a:nll g-iving them the oppor­
tunity to run to the Treasury and buy n fe-w" bushelR of wheat 

1 

on credit. hnmpet· tt.e rulministritUon of this law. nn<l make it 
nlmost impos ible to n<lmini. ter It with anything like ei~e<.'tiYe­
ne~s. I .wonlct v.ote against this bUt. 

1\Ir. HAKER. 'Vill the gentleman yi-eld1 
1\fr. LEVER. I will. 
1\Ir. RAKER. What particular territory now ts involved and 

tlmt wonllt 1l£> inelnd£><' in thi~ hill? 
Mr. LEVEll. The spring-wheat area of tile United States; 

that would include _ -orth DnkTlta, South nrrlmta. 1\Iinneso~ 
l\1{)ntann, prull!tbly a portion of Washington. and I•lalto. 

l\Ir. HAKEH. Anu with the language . of . th£> bill as it now 
stands, if .it went through, the re ·t ef the country w·nuJd not be 
'able to gPt ::tllj• whent? 

1\TJ'. LEVER 1'\o: I '''otll<l11ot sn"\ thnt. I 'Will !l;ffV thnt t'he 
re t -of the country 'nruld not get tl1e benefit of this 'um. T11e 
re::;t of the C1Juntry has all the wlreat it wants nrul ean have nll 
it wants. 

1\[r. ltAKltR. I menn, to -get tbe benefit of tbi l~ID. 
1\Lr. S~"'EAGAI..L. Do 1 nml~t-stand the ;rentlem:m to sny tbnt · 

ll~ i~ tn fnvor uf limiti11~ the operation of tbh~ hill to the par­
ticular seetion of the country where there is special need of this 
favor? 

Mr·. LEYER Absolutely. 
:Mr. STEAGAT.L. Tlten let me ask the gentleman nn6ther 

que~tion. 'l'he aru~ndment now pending is to strilre out the 
wor•ts "spring wheat areas,•• is it not? 

!h·. LEVF:rt. Yes. 
1\'Ir. STh:AGALL. With tbQse words out, wuuld net the bill 

rend: 
That the St>cretnry CJf A~leurture ts hel'eby autborized. for the- crop 

or l!H8, to mal<e arlvanf'E>S or loans to Cnt·mers of the United States 
w.bt-l' · be shaH ·find spPein:J :nePd for STic1J af!sist:inee? 

1\lr. LEVER. Exactl;\'. And thut is ju~ the point. 
1\lr. STEAGALl.. 1\1ny I m;l~ one other question? Then, if 

tb~r<" is special nred for this Je;..risLution in nny part of the United 
.St::tte.', ougllt not the Secretary of A~rieultm·e tc• 'be '[le'l'mitted 
to -::.'l·tmt the fa,·ot·s thE>-r<" as \Yell ru to a pm'ticuL-trly limited 
seetion of the country where there is l'lpe<'ial nE>etl? [Appltme-;e.] 

Mt·. Ll~VF.:rt. . The f!entiE>nmn. of eom·se, realize!': that the time 
for the planting of fall wheat hns gone by. The only ur~a which 
can be sown to wheat now i. th-e sprin;r-whE>nt aren in this sec­
tion tllfl~ I descrihE'Il. Now. if you throw this open arul cut t11e 
bridle reins and tum "tbe horse loose. ewry farmer in Routh 
Carolina that tl1inks he ought to buy wheat on credit~ wlletber 
he ought to <lo it Ol' not, eYery fm·mer in I•ennsylvania who 
thinks tbut it is up to him to get whent on cretlit ft·om the Gov­
erni:Hent next fnll, will be coruing in here, fl.oo<lin~ the Depart­
ment of A~t;culture and hnmperin~ the · administration of thls 
la\v and defeating it::> purpose. I therefore hope the committee 
wi II vote 1t ~lm,·n. 

Mr. BARKLEY. l\Ir. Chairman. will the gentleman yield? 
1\It·. LEYEU.. I yield to the gentleman. 
1\It·. BAUKL'EY. A few moment~ n~o. in re~ponse to a_ qnes~ 

tion hy my~clf, the ~entleman stated that there had been a 
<lrou~ht in tltil'l section \YWch h.ml cut down. the crop· of oats and 
burley, whi(·h m·e included in this bill. 

1\lr. LBVER. I think I said "wheat." 
1\lr. BAUVLEY. No; the ~eutleman said u onts and bnrl~y." 

Now. referring to the re<.>ot'<l, Wisconsin last year prOtlnced 
92.000.000 hushE>Is, l\Iinnesota 120,000.000 bushels. · aml North 
Dakota 61.,000.000 bushel~ Qf oats. Whut became of those oats 
if they h:rYe no seed out there? 

Mr. LEVEn. The te timony before t11e committee was to the 
effect that the average yield of wheat in these- States-and if I 

am w-rong in ll1ese f4mres -I hope tile J..t:ent1(31IlflD from North 
Dakota [1\lr. YoUNG] will correct me-this year was about 4:! 
bushels per acre. I that ri~ht? 

1\rr. YOUNG of Not't'J1 Dakota.. Frvc and a ~1alf bm;hels. 
1\lr. LEVEU. As against 10 or· 11. busbels to tlle acre hereto-

fore. 
~tr. 'VALSH. 1\Ir. Cha:irmun, will· tlle gentleman yield? 
Mr. LEVER. Yes. 
l\lr. WALSH. If they <1o wh:at the gentleman ::o:e-e'ks to prevent 

and you allow tltese otl1er section!' to ~Pt Jti<e benefit of this act, 
will it not t•esult in incr"e-a~in~ rwodnction? · 

Mr. LE"VEH. The gentleman dOe~ not unrle1~taml. beeanse 
he is from Boston and doE's nnt "know unythin~ nhunt fat•ming 
flnughter], lhnt the fall sowing Qf whe:Jt lla!': :pasRetl long ago, 
and we have 42,000,000 acres now in wheat. This .;,s to take caTe 
of next year. . . 

Mr. 'VAL~H. Could they not do that ln barley and oats:? 
l\Ir. LEVEU. Yes. 
l\Ir. WALSH. And would thPre net be production of those 

prorluets? · 
1\Ir. LF;VER. Not so much as wheat. 
l\It·. SHERLEY. The ~-entleman u<lmits fu!tt the PenmwJva~ 

nin farmer w110 .noes nnt need seen 'll.·heut might come to the 
Department of Agriculture J;Ind get it on c:;.:eillt. :;:s not that the 
viee of t11e· biB? 

1\11·. LgVElt I arlmitterl that In my openin~ ~atf'ment-th:at 
this Is nilt n hm tllat any>bo1ly would s:uppc:fl't in pen-C'e times. 
But I have tried .to • how tlmt there js u situa1:itt.n existing that 
ought to attract the attention of tbi.~ H.uu. E'. 

l\Ir. WII'\GO. l\lr. Chah·mnn. 1: uglc mumhnou.~ conRent tbnt 
the ~rrhstitnte be reported. as there· seems to be -som~-eonfusion 
in regnrd ro it. 

Mr. SA~DERS of Virginia. Mr. Chalr.ll'Utn • .a pa:rJmmentary 
inqrdJ'Y. 

The CRAimf~~. The g('ntleman win state tt. 
1\Ir . .SAUNDER~ of Vi.J•gjnia. Is the1·e not nu amenW:nent 

penilin~ to the amendment? 
The CHAIRl\tA-:-J~ 'l'he ChaJr thinks not. 

· 1\tr. SAUNDF.US o"f Virginia. .Just orw umen<lt:m>rrt nntl n ~ub­
stitme JlPncling? I understood tbut there w.as an amendment 
to tlle ori~nat amendment. · 

The CBAilll\fAN. 'l'he substitute is spoken of as an amend· 
ment. 
. !lr. QUIN. :Mr. Chairman. may we have that rPportPCl agmin? 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection. the ~rk will again 
report it. 

The Clerk rend as follows :. 
Amt>ntl.nrent o1ri>rl'd by Mr. llE-LVElt"ING; On page s. line 16, strike 

out th~ words •· sprmg whPn.t." 
.~:uhstltuti> .olff'rP(l by Mt·. Wmco: Page 3, line 16. lrtrike out the 

wor-ds ·• in sprlng·wheat areas:· 

"Tile CHAIRM.A..N. The question I~ on agreeing ttl tlle snbsti­
tnte offered by the gentleman from Arkamuts. 

The question wn. taken.· and th-e Ch::Urmun announced that 
the •• nyes" seeme11 to have it . 

l\fr. LEVER l\lr. Chairman. I n~ torn division. 
The CHAIRl\IAN. A tlivi~ion is demttn<l("(l. 
Tbe cummitteE> divi.deu; an<l there were-.ayes 7.5. noes 43. 
Mr. STAFFORD. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out fbe 

enactin~ clause. 
~1r. LEVER. !lr. Chairman. I nslr for tellers. 
The CHAIRMA.~. Tellers arE> tlemanded. 
Tener were oruE>red, aml tbe Chuirmu.n appointed Mr. LEYEB 

and Mr. WINGO to act as tellers. 
Tlle committee agaill <liviQed; and the tellers repo:rte<}--,&yes 

.81, noes 45. 
So the ,amendment was a~eed to. 
1.\Ir. LE"V""Eil. l\11:. Cb:ah·mun, I move that the -committee r.lse. 

[Crie of .. No! "1 
The CHAill .... IA1·. The gentleman from gouth CarolJnn moves 

that the committee tlo q.ow ri e. The que~tion is on a~1·eemg to 
that moti-on. 

The question was taken. and the Chairman .anrumnced tlw.t 
the noe~ eemed to hn'\'"e it. 

M1·. I,.EVER. A div-L~ion, 1\fr. Chairmn.n. 
The CHAIRl\IAN. A <Hvi~ion is <.len~:Jn(lerl. 
1\tr. BAIU{LEY. Mr. Cbnirm~m, a purlinmentary inquii-y. 
'l:'he CHAIHl\fAN. The ~entlemrrn wi'll !':tnl'e it. 
Mr. BARKLEY. IR it not prurwr to vttf.e upon the nm<>ntlment 

as offered by the f!entleman fl"''m ~·u1sas [Mr. · IiEI.vERL"''f-G]? 
We only voter1 on tbe ~ub:stitut£>. 

The CHAJRMAN. The ~enth!mnn from ~outh Carolina [Mr. 
LEYER] moves that the commitbee .Uo now il'ise. 
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Mr. l\IOORE ·of Pem;.sylvania. Mr. Chairman, a parliamen-
tary inquiry. . 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. MOORE of Pennsylvania. Was the vote by tellers an~ 

nounced? 
The CH.A.IRl\1AN. It was. The gentleman from South Caro­

lina moves that- the committee do now rise. .A.. division i~ de­
manded. 

The committee divided; and there were-ayes 69, noes GO. 
1\Ir. WINGO. l\lr. Chairman, I demand tellers. 
l\.Ir. GARNER. I demand tellers, Mr. Chairman. 
Tellers were oruered; and the Chairman appointed 1\Ir. LEVER 

and l\lr. WINGO to act as tellers. 
The committee again divided; and the tellers reported-ayes 

53, noes 78. 
So the committee refused to rise. 
Mr. ~YOUNG ·of Texas. I move to strike out the . enacting 

clause of this bill. 
The CH.A.IRl\!.A.N. The gentleman from Texas offei·s an 

amendment, which the Clerk will report. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
1\lr. YouNG of Texas moves to strike out the enacting clause. 
1\Ir. LONDO~. Mr. Chairm~, a parliamentary inquiry. 
The CH.A.IRl\fAN. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. LONDON. Is a motion in order to lay this motion on the 

~~? . 
The CHAIRMAN. That motion would not be in order. 
Mr . . LUNN. Mr. Chairman, is this motion qebatable? 
The CH.A.IRl\f.A.N. It is. 
Mr. LUNN. Then I want to debate it. 

. ~Mr. CANNON. 1\fr. Chairman, my recollection is that the 
IJ?Otion to strike ou·t the enacting clause is not d~batable. 

The CH.A.IRI\.I.A.N. The Chair is in error. .A.s the Chair is 
advised, the motion is not debatable. The question is on the 
motion of the gentleman from Texas to strike out the enacting 
clause. . . . .. 

The question being taken, the. Chairman announced that the 
noes appeared 'to have it. · · 

l\1r. YOuNG of Texas, l\1r. HOW .A.RD, and others demanded a 
diVision. 

The committee dividoo ; and there were-ayes 65, noes 67. 
' Mr. YOUNG of Texas and Mr. SHERLEY <femanded tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and. the Chairman appointed Mr: RUBEY 

· and Mr. YouNG of Texas. 
The committee again divided; and the tellers reported-ayes 

74, noes 65. · 
· .A. MEMBER. One more in the affirmative, Mr. Chairman. 
ANoTHER 1\iEM:BER. Ope more in the negative, 1\lr. Chairman. 
Mr. W .A.LSH. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a · point of order-­
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is bound by the report of the 

tellers. ·on this vote the ayes are 7 4, the noes are 65. The 
motion of. th~ gentleman from Texas to strike out the enacting 
clause is agreed to. . 

l\1r. YOUNG of Texas. I move that the committee do now 
rise and report the bill to the House with the recommendation 
that the enacting clause be stricken out. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly the committee rose; and the Speaker having I;e­

sumed the c)lair, :l\Ir. Pou, .Chairman of the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, reported that that 
committee had had under consideration the bill reported from 
the Committee on Agriculture as a committee substitute for 

- H. R. 7795 to provide for the national se·curity and defense 
and further to assure an adequate supply of food, by authorizing 
the Secretary of Agriculture to contract with farmers in cer­
tain areas for the production of grain through advances, loans, 
and otherwise, and by providing for the voluntary mobilization 
of farm labor, and for other purposes, and had directoo him_ to 
Teport the same back to the House with the recommendation 
that the enacting clause be stricken out . . 

Mr. LEVER l\Ir. Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. · · 

Mr. RAYBURN. Will the gentleman withhold that for a 
moment in order to enable me to present a conference report?" 

l\Ir. LEVER. I will withhold the motion for a moment. . . 
SOLDIERS' INSURANCE. 

Mr. SIMS presented the following conference report, which 
was ordered to be printed under the rule: 

_CONFERENCE REPORT (NO. 41!>). 

The committee of conference on the cUsngreeing votes of tlie 
two Houses on the amendments of the House to the joint resolu­
tion ( S. .J. · Res. 133) authorizing the granting of insurance 
under the -act entitled " . .A.n act to authoo:i~e-the establishment of 

a Bureau of War-Risk Insuruncif1h' the-Treasury Department," 
approved September 2, 1914, as amended by the act approved 
October 6, 1917, on application by . a person other than the per­
son to be insured, having met, after full antl free conference, 
have agreed to recommend and do recommend to their respective 
House.:; as follows : . 

That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the amend· 
ments of the House, and agree to the same. 

T. w. SIMS, 
SAM RAYBURN, 
S. E. WINSLOW, 

Managers on the part of the Ho'/.l.se. 
JoHN SII..AnP WILLIAMS, 
Ho:K:E SMITH, 

. llEED SMOOT, 
Managers on the part ot the Senate. 

SEED GRAIN FOR FARMERS. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South Carolina moves 

that the House d@ now adjourn. . 
Mr. LONDON. Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary inquiry. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. . 
Mr. LONDON. What would be the effect of the adjourn­

ment upon the bill reported from the Committee of -the Whole'? 
The SPEAKER. None whatever. The first thing in the 

morning would be the vote on the report of the committee. 
Mr. DILLON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to ex­

tend in the RECORD my speech on the pending bill. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South Dakota asks 

unanimous consent to extend his remarks on this bill. Is there 
objection? . 

Mr. SHOUSE. I object. -
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kansas objects. The 

question is on the motion to adjourn. 
The question being taken, on a division (demanded by Mr. 

RUBEY) there were-ayes 69, noes 78. 
Accordingly the motion to adjourn was rejected. 
l\1r. YOUNG of Texas. I move the previous question. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas moves the pre­

vious question. The question is on ordering the previous ques­
tion. 

The question was taken. 
Mr. LEVER. I demand the yeas and nays. 
1\fr. RUBEY. I make the point of order that there is no 

quorum present. · 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri makes the 

point of order that there is no quorum present. The Chair will 
count. [After counting.] One hundred and forty-one Me.mbers 
present, not a quorum. · 

Mr: LEVER. Mr. Speaker, I move that · the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. SHERLEY. I mnke the point that that motion is not in 
order. The House has · not transacted any business since that 
motion was voted down. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order is sustained. The 
Doorkeeper will lock the doors, the Sergeant at Arms will notify 
absentees, and the Clerk will call : the roll. The question is on 
ordering the previous question. 

The <;ruestion was taken ; and there were-yeas 120, nays 123, 
not votmg 188, as follows : · 

Alexander · 
Almon 
Ashbrook 
Bacharach· 
Bankhead 
Barkley 
Bell 
Black 
Blanton 
Brand 
Brodbeck 
Browning 
Brumbaugh 
Buchanan 
Byrnes, S. C. 
Byrns, Tenn. 
Campbell, Pa. 
Candler, Miss. 
Cannon 
Can trill 
Carter, Okla. 
Chandler, Okla. 
Church 
Connally, Tc..~. 
Connelly, Kans. 
Crisp 
Dale, N.Y. 
Delaney 
Dewalt 
Domlll.l.ck 

YEAS-120. 
Dooling ·­
Dough ton 
Dupre 
Eagan 
Eagle 
Elliott 
Fisher 
Gallagher 
Gallivan 
Garner · 
Garrett_ Tenn. 
Glass 
Glynn 
Godwin, N. C. 
Goodwin, Ark. 
Gordon 
Gray, Ala. 
Gr.eene, Mass. 
Harrison, Va. 
Hastings 
Heflin 
Helm 
Holland 
Howard 
Huddleston 
Hull, Tenn. 
Husted 
Hutchinson 
Johnson, Ky. 
Jones, Tex. 

Jones, Va. 
Kincheloe 
Larsen 
Lazaro 
Lee, Ga. 
Lehlbach 
Lesher 
Lonergan 
Lufkin 
McAndrews 
McKeown 

· Maher 
Mansfield 
Martin 
1\Ierritt 
l\Iontague 
Moore, Pa. 
Oldfield 
Oliver, Ala. 
Overstreet 
Park 
Parker, N. J. 
I•helan . 
Porter 
Quin 
Ra~sdale 
Ramey 
Raker 
Ramsey 
Rayburn 

Riordan 
Robinson 
Rogers 
Rubey 
Sanford 
Saunders, Va. 
Sears 
Sherley 
Sherwood 
~house 
Sisson 
Stafford 
Stf'phens, Miss. 
Tague · 
Taylor,. Ark. 
Tillman 
Tilson 
Venable 
Vinson 
Walker 
Walsh 
Watkins 
Watson, Pa. 
Welty 
Wilson, Tex. 
Wingo 
Winslow 
Woodyard 
Wright 
Young, Tex. 
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Ayrl'S" 
Baer 
J :ru·nhart 
BPalH•s . 
B.-shl!n 
r.lanll 
Bowt>rs 
~arlin 
Cary 
Clark, Pa. 
Claypool 
Clvary 
Coopn, Wis. 
Cox 
Crs.mton 
Cro~;;t>r 
Currit>, Mich. 
llalP. Vt. 
Dnlllnger 
Davis 
Dt•mp~ey 
DPnison 
Didtlwwn 
D1ll 
D111on 
Dixon 
Dttnovnn 
Doolittle 
DOWI'Jl 
Dntne 
Dunn 

Dyttr- RIPsR, Pa. Robbins 
F.flmomls King Romjuc 
FimPr. on Kiuknld Rowe 

. E~1·b KnutRon Rrll'ket• 
Bvnns- Krans Ro:s~l'-JI 
Fairfield KrPi!ler ~cott. Iowa. 
F~trr Lan~IPY 8rott. Mh:h. 
l•'prrfs Ll'a. Cal. "'h<tckJI'fc.rd 
FlE>I!ls- L~vel' ~ha rJPnlJerge.r 
FoC'bt Little " innott 
l"o1·dney L otM>ck Sloan 
Fo~ter l.ondon l--mtth. Idaho. 
Jl'rt>nr·b Lundeen , mlth. Ml-eb. 
t . rabum, Til. Lunn Snoo·k 
Hault>y Mearthur StPJ·Jing. Ill., 
Hamilton, N.Y. MI'Fatldeo ~umnl'rs 
Ha-skt>lf McLnugWin. Mi.chSwt>et 
lla.u.geo: MaoPs :Swift 
Hnwlf'y :Ma~on Switze~ 
HaydPn :h.l:iys 'l't'mple 
Ht>lvtoring Morgan Tim~ ·rla.ke 
Hh·ks Kt'f'ly VMltnl 
II II liard 4 · t.·bof!';. Mich. Wal!low 
IN>l:tntl Norton 't\ralton 
Jaroway Olivt>r. N.Y. Wnto:on 
Janw!!' O><home Wt>llin~ 
John. on. Wash. Pou WhPelPr 
1\:Pating Pratt Wootls, Iowa 
Kt>llt>;v Ml··h. Ram~Pver Yn-n,.,.• ~- lJak. 
I\:t>lly, Pa. Rantfah Zibl:ma.n 
Kennedy. Iowa Rankin 

NOT VOTING-ISS". 
A.noerAon Freeman .t.lttiPpn~e ~cott. Pa. 
.Anthony Fullet·, Ill. Longworth S<'baU · 
.AAWPIL F'uller. Mass. McCllntk :Sculiy 
.Au2<tin Ganrly McCormic·k St>lls 
Ela<·kmon Gard M<"Cullol'lt ~it>gel 
Booht>r Garland MrKenzil" Rims. 
Borland Gat·rt•tt, Tex. MrKiniPy l:)layd.(>-U 
l~rlttt>n GIIIPtt Md.aughlin_.Pa. Skmp 
Bt·owne Good MeLMlJo.re Sma1~ 
Bm·nf'tt Goodall Mathlen Smith. C: n. 
~urrougbs (,.ouJc.J :Mugt>e Smith. T. F~ 
"Rutl r• r Grru~ Pa. · Mann Snt>-H 
Caldwell Gray, N.J. 1\lt-eker ~nytler 
Campbt>ll, Kans. GrN>n, Iowa l'IHH .. r, 1\Umr. ll'lt>agan 
Caraway tir...-.. ne, Vt. MiUt>r. Wwsb'. St:Pdman 
Ca.rPw Gr~gg 1\Iond"Il Stt>ei..-
Cartf'r, 1\Ja~. Grft>llt ru(}OD titef'nen:on 
Cbandle1·, N Y. Griffin 1\!oot·es, IncL 2:\tt'I;)-lwu~ •• .:-qebr .. 
Clark. Flac Harnm l\Iorio Stl'~Hng, P.a.. 
Clas8on Hnmllton,Micbr l\lott ~tPVP.U~on. 
Coally llu.mlln Mudd StlnP~-a 
Collier Hardy NPhwn ~trong 
(.'oopPr, Ohio HatTison. M1s&_ 1'\kbolfs~ & C. Rulli van 
Coopt>r, W.Va. Hayt>s Nolan Talbott 
Copll'y Heaton <.Hnt>y 'l'a.vlor. Cofo. 
Co~tPIIO lldntz o ·:shaUtlf>SltY' Tf'mpfeton 
Crago Ht>IUIIPy Overn1yPr Thm:nas 
Curr.v. Cal. Her!SPY Padgett Thompson 
Darrow Hollingsworth Pai!?'t> Tinkham 
David:on Hood J>arb~. N.Y.. Townt>r 
~·ker Houston Pet:ers Trt>atlway 
lk>nt 1-lull. fowa Plntt Va-IF l>ylte: 
Dentpn H umphreya Polk Va.re-
DIPR lgot• Powers Voigt 
Dorc>mns Johuso~ S. Dak~ P'J·l·~ Vob.tPad 
Dr{Jkker Juul J>unwli Ward 
E11RWorth Knhn Rt>avis Wnt~on, Va. 
ElRton KParns Rt>t>d WPaver 
E2<toplnal lit>bof' Roherts W~hb 
Falrt·hilu. B. L. KennPdy, ILL Uoch•nberg Whalt>y 
Fairchild, G. W. KPttu£"r Rm;e- Wbtte. Me. 
FP!IS Key. Ohio RouRe WbitP, Ohio-
Flood Kltrbln Uowland Williarmc 
Flynn La Follette- l:-allath Wilwn. Ill~ 
Foss LaOuardl& ~ant.len~ .. Ind. Wll~on, La. 
FranciS" LPnroot ~andet·s. La. Wl:o;e 
Frear Lintbl<'um Sanders, K. Y. Wood, Ind-. 

So the motion to or<ler the previous question wa~ rejected. 
'l'he Clerk announc:e<l the following nutlitioun.I pairs: 
On the vote: 
Mr. Rn:Eu: (for) "ith Mr. LA Fou.ETTE (nW\insn_ 
Mr. STE\'ENSON (for) with 1\.lr. STEENERSON (ngninst). 
Until further notic·e: 
Mr. ScHALL with 1\lr. GRIEST. 
Mr. SMALJ. wltb l\lr. Gr.EENE of Vermont. 
Mr-. STKIU.JNG uf l'enns:dmniu with ~lr·. GREEN" of Iowa. 
:Mr. GARR.II."TT of Texas with 1\lr-. KEARNS. 
Mr-. 1\lcCuNTlc with l\11·. MUDD~ 
l\1r. AswEr.r. with l\lr. PARKER of New York. 
1\lr. BooHER with 1\Ir. GnAY of New .Jt>rsey. 
Mr. BuRNI!:'I'T with Mr. Huu. of Iowa. 
Mr. GARA 'AY with Mr. VoiGT. 
Mr. CLAnK uf Florida with Ir. McKENZIE. 
Mr-. COADY with l\lr. AusTlN. 
:Mr. Cm.urn with Mr-. BRITTEN. 
:Mr. HECKER with l\lr. BRoWNE. 
Mr. DENT with Mr. 1\lL'(;nnM ICK. 
1\11·. GH.!';cG with 1\lr. BtTTI.EP.~ 
1\lt·. HARUY with Mr. DARttow. 
Mr: HJo.:NSI..EY with Mr-. :'\ELsON. 
Mr. HOOD With 1\Ir. ELSTON. 

l\Ir. KETI'NER with l\11·. GEoaoE \V. Ii'AilwHrt.n. 
l\lr. HousTON with 1\11·. F'nr..ER of Illinois. 
l\11·. KEJ.~ ot Ohio witl: l\11·. B-Iili.J .. ·UHN L.. ll.,A.rncmLD. 
l\Jr. Im>E: with Mr·. I~'RA~Cts •. 

• 1\lr. McLEMoRE with !\It·._ FllEAR. 
l\1:·. NwHuu.s of Routh Carnlirm with 1\tr. FREEUAN. 
l\1r. NtcHm.I.s of Routh Carolina with 1\11.'. MAuuEN. 
1\lt·. OLNEY with Mr. PAt{]E; 
l\lr. O'HHAUNKHHY with .1\11·. PARKER l).f New York. 
Mr. PAOGI<..'TT with l\lt·. PURNELL. 
l\lr. PoLK with 1\lr. H!!:Ans. 
l\fr. SABATH with l\11·. MAGEE. 
A1r~ RAN(}t:RS · of Loubutn::t with Mr. R'EJID. 
1\lr: R-IMs with 1\Ir. H'oiJESDEBG. · 
l\_;:1·. SLA-YDEN with l\11·~ RusE. 
:Mr. CH..tm..Es. B. RMITR 'vith l\tr. SANDEits. of Inuiana. 
l\1r. HTEAGALL with 1\tr. G!Lr.ETT. 
l\lr. STEDUAN with ML'. SJ<~LJ.s. 
l\1r. RTEPHENS uf NPhrasku with Mr~. SnEMP. 
1\lr. TALBOTT With 1\Ir. S'FINESS. 
l\11·. 'l'AYl.OR of Coloml!n with 1\lr. LoNaWOU.TII. 
Mr. 'l'HOM.P. ON with 1\h•- TOWNER. 
l\Ir. W.&Tso· ~ of Vir~~nia \\-ith Mr. TREADWAY. 
1\lr. WE--\IT.R with 1\h·. Vm .. RTl'~AD. 
l\Jr. WHALEY with Mr. Wtt.soN of Illinol~ 
Mr. ~·u.soN of Louisiana '";.th Mr. GARLAND. 
l\Jr-. \1"'1sE with ?!Ir. HE..\TON • 
l\lr. WHITE of Ohio with l\Ir. 1\lc'LAUGRLIN' of Pennsylvnnia. 
l\tr. HAni.JN with Ali'. l\1oouEs of Tncliaun· . 
The result of the vote wns nnnoum·etl a~ nhm·e re<·ortlP~l-. 
The SPEAKEH. The t}U(>Stion i~ em ngr~in~ to thE' r~ 

of the CommittE*> of the Whole- House on the state of tbe llJnliJll 
!3triking out the enn<·ting ctnuse. 

The questi·on was taken. 
The SPEAKER. Tilt- noes made the--most noise. [Laughter:.] 

The noes Reem to have it. 
Mr. YOUNG: of Texas. Dhrisinn. ~t. S[l{lftl,er. 
The Hom:;~ ogain divid{l(l; and there \\'t:'t'P--H~'e!'l 100, noes~· m. 
1\Ir. SHEit.L.EY. l\lr. S[lt:'ul\er. I tlE>!nHntl the yens nntl~ uays. 
The ~PEAl~EH.. The gentl~mnn from Kentnc·ky t!Pumnds-the 

yeas nnd na~; evidently tr sufficient nuwber, anll the· Cte~;k 
will cnlt the rO"ll. 

The qu~'1:ion was taken~ and there wert"-yea~ 106, nays--:144, 
answered "pr&3eut " 1, not voting 180, us. follows: 

nmAS--106. 
Almon Dupre J.ar~Po· llogt>rs 
Ashbrook Eagan Lnzaro ~an ford 
Bacbat·n.eh Eaglfl' AP!tlbaeb. Ra.untters,, Va-. 
nankhead Elliott J.eRbt>li s ... ars. 
BPll Fisher :Lom·r~n Sbt•rley 
Hlack Gallngher Lufki.D Sh.,rwood 
Branrl GaUl van MI'ADfll't.>WS fhouse-
Rrodbe(·k GarnPr l\tahPr t:'i:son 
Browning Garr-ett, Tenn. Mansfie-ld' .. tatrot'u 
Hrumhaugh Glass :Mil.lltln f:tt>{)hl'DS~ Miss. 
Ru<'hanan Glynn Ml'rrttt- Tagu~ 
Byrnes.~. C. Got:win, N. C.. M.ou tugue- Ta.viM. Ark.. 
Byrns. Tt·nn. Gordon .. Moon TiiJ:OD 
C:mrill'l', Mlss. Gra,v. Ala. OldfiPid 'l'rt>ad.way 
Cannon Grt>PnP, MaE>s. Olive-r. Ala. Vt'Dab.Je-
Carlin IIa•·rlson, Va. t>vPrstrt-d l'insuu 
Chandlpr, Okla. B~flin Pat~ WulkPr 
ChUI'('b llelm l'atkPtt~ N. 3-. Walto:-b 
Co ~ ll•• r Holland Phelan Wutsoo •. Pa. 
Connally, Tex. Howard (,luln Wl'lt,,v:· 
C'rl!<p Ru(li!JP~ton R~ale '\VIh;oo. 'l'ex. 
Dalt>.N. Y. Hull. TPnn. Ra n~y Winslow 
Ue-lanPy Homphl'l'YCJ Raker Woodyard 
Dt>walt Hustl'd 1-tamwy Wright 
Don1 'nlck li utc·hlnson RayhUT'D lroullg, Tex, 
IJool1ng Jontts, Va. R iordan 
Doogbwn Kincheloe RoLl-inso:Jl! 

NAYS.-144 
Alc>xander DalJinger Grab:im~ Ill. Knutson 
. yres :navis Grt••-n. Iowa Kmu11 
Daer B<'mpsry Hadley Krt>iliPr 
ha.rkll'-y enlson Hamilton._B. Y. Lartgl<•y 
Barnhart Dlt'kin::;on Hamt£"111 Lt>a,t"al. 
Bt·akes DHl- HaRtings Lt>P U.a. 
B<'shlin Dlllon Haug.-u UVf'l' 
Rl»ml Dixon JlawiPy L1ttiP 
Blanton . Donovan Hayd•·n Lolwdc 
HOWf'FS Doolittle HPI\~llillg J.our'on 
Camphell. Pa. Dowt>U Ricks f.UDt!f't'D 
Cnntrtll Dunn Hilliard l.unn 
Carter. Ma~S~J. Dyer lrt--lantll !leArthu.r 
Cn1-ter. Okla. Edmonds Ja<'oway <MI'('Iiotle 
Cary Emt>l'ROU James AleFatld..-n 
Clark. Pa. E.-;cb J obmmn, K:r. Mt·K•-own 
Clnypool Evans John"<uo. Wasb. M .. LR ugluln-. 1\fich. 
Clt'ary Fail·tleld J ont>8, 'J.'t>X. Ma·pps 
Connelly. Kans. Fal'l' KPatint.; l\f:lsott 
Cnoper, Wis. Ferns Kt>HPy. Ml-c'li. Ma.vs 
Cox FI-elds KPII;v. Pa. Mor·gan 
CJ·amton l"ocht Kf'll.BPdy. Iowa Nh·hols. Mlc:h 
Crosser Fo.'ltPr KIP,.s-. J>a. Nolan 
Currie. Mich Fren<'b King- Norton 
Dale, Vt. Goodwin. ArJr. Kinkaid f>tfve1·, \Y. 
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Osborne 
Parker, N. Y. 
Pratt 
Purnell 
Ramseyer 
Randall 
Rankin 
Robbins 
Romjue 
Rowe 
Rubey ' 

Anderson 
Anthony 
As well 
Austin 
Blackmon 
Booher 
Borland 
Britten 
Browne 
Burnett 
Burroughs 
Butler 
Caldwell 
Campbell, Kans. 
Caraway 
Carew 
Chandler, N.Y. 
Clark, Fla. 
Classon 
Coady 
Coopet·, Ohio 
Cooper, W. Va. 
Copley 
Costello 
Crago 
Curry, Cal. 
Darrow 
Davidson 
Decker 
Dent 
Denton 
Dies 
Doremus 
Drane 
Drukker 
Ellsworth 
Elston 
Estopinal 
ll'aircbilll, B. L. 
Fairchild, G. W. 
Fess 
Flood 
Flynn 
Fordney 
Foss 

Rucker Snell 
Russell Snook 
Scott, Iowa Sterling, Til. 
Scott, Mich. Sumners 
Shackleford Sweet 
Shallenberger Swift 
Sinnott Switzer . 
Slemp . Taylor, Coli), 
Sloan Temple 
Smith, Idaho Tillman 
Smith, Mich. Timberlake 

ANSWERED "PRESENT "-1 
Wason 

NOT VOTING-180. 
Francis 
Frear · 
Freeman 
Fuller, Ill. 
Iruuer, Mass. 
Gandy 
Gard 
Garland 
Garrett, Tex. 
Gillett 
Good 
Goodall 
Gould 
Graham, Pa. 
Gt·ay. N.J. 
Greene, Vt. 
Gregg 
Griest 
Griffin 
Hamill 
Hamilton, Mich. 
Hamlin 
Hardy 
Harrison, Miss. 
Hayes 
Heaton 
Heintz 
Hensley 
Hersey 
Hollingsworth 
Rood 
Houston 
Hull, Iowa 
Igoe 
Johnson, S.Dak. 
'Juul 
Kahn 
Kearns 
Kehoe 
Kennedy, R. I. 
Kettner 
Ke.v, Ohio 
Kitchin 
La Follette 
LaGuardia 

· Lenroot 
Linthicum 
Littlepage 
Longworth 
McCormick 
McCulloch 
McKenzie 
McKinley 
McLaughlin, ·Pa. 
McLemore 
Madden 
Magee 
Mann 
Meeker 
Miller, Minn. 
Miller, Wash. 
Mondell 
Moore, Pa. 
Moores, Ind. 
Morin 
Mott 
Mudd 
Neely 
Nelson 
Nicholls, S. C. 
Olney 
O'Shaunessy 
Overmyer 
Padgett 
Paige 
Peters 
Platt 
Polk 
Porter 
Pou 
Powers 
Price 
Reavis 
Reed 
Rooertc.; 
Rodenberg 
Rose 
Rouse 
Rowland 
Sa bath 

Vestal 
Voigt 
Waldow 
Walton 
Welling 
Wheeler 
White, Ohlo 
Wingo 
'\Yoocls, Iowa 
Young. N.Dak. 
Ziblman 

Sanders, Ind. 
Sanders, La. 
Sanders, N. Y, 
Schall 
Scott, Pa. 
Scully 
Sells 
Siegel 
Sims 
Slayden 
Small 
Smith, C. B. 
Smith, T. F. 
Snyder 
Steagall 
Stedman 
Steele 
Steenersou 
Stephens, Nebr. 
Sterling, Pa. 
Stevenson 
Stine s 
Strong · 
Sullivan 
Talbott 
Templeton 
Thomas 
'£hompson 
Tinkham 
Towner 
VanDyke ­
Yare 
Volstead 
Ward 
Watkins 
Watson, Va. 
Weaver 
Webb 
Whaley 
White. Me. 
Williams 
Wilson, Ill. 
Wilson, La. 
Wise 

_ Wood, Ind. 

So the motion to strike out the enacting clause was rejected. 
The Clerk announced the following additional pairs : 
On the vote: 
Mr. TINKHAM (for) with Mr. WASON (agalnst). 
Until further notice: 
1\lr. DRA ill with Mr. CLASSON. 
Mr. MOON with Mr. FREEMAN. 
Mr. NEELY With Mr. HAMILTON of Michigan. 
Mr. Pou with l\lr. HICKS. 
Mr. STEVENSON with Mr. PORTER. 
Mr. 'VATKlNS with 1\ir. SANDERS of New York. 
1\lr. BOOHER with Mr . .TUUL. 
l\lr. AswELL with Mr. MUDD. 
l\Ir. CARAWAY with Mr. BRITTE . 
1\Ir. PADGETT With 1\fr. LONGWORTII. 
1\Ir. 'VATSON of Virginia with Mr. l\IcLAUGHLIN of Pennsyl­

vania. 
l\Ir. CARTER of Oklahoma. 1\ir, Speaker, I desire to vote. 
'.fhe SPEAKER. Was the gentleman present in the Hall 

listeui ng ? 
1\11'. UARTER of Oklahoma. I was present, but I guess I was 

not Iistcuing very well or I would have heard my name called. 
Til t> ,'PEAKEH. The gentleman has ulrea~ voted, and Yoted 

in tlle affirmative. [Laughter.] 
1\Ir. '. ItTEit of Oklahoma. I did not Yote, Mr. Speaker. 
Tll'• SPEAKER. The Clerk will scratch his n~me off if he 

did uot Yotc. Does the gentleman want to vote? 
Mr. CARTER of Oklahoma. Yes; I did not Yote and I want 

to Yote. 
The SPEAKER. Was the gentleman in the Hall listening 

'vllen his name' was called. 
Mr. CARTER of Oklahoma. No; I was not; if I wa~ listening, 

I did not hear my name called, and I do not kno;w whether I 
was listening or not. . 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman does not bring himself within 
the rule. 

Mr. BURNETT. 1\fr. Speaker, I desire to vote" aye." 
The SPEAKER. Was the gentleman in the Hall listening? 
Mr. BURNET".r. No; I do not think I got here in time. 

The result of the yote was announced as above recorded. 
The SPE...'-\KEll. ·The report of the committee is not agreed 

to, and the bill is automatically referred back to tlle Committee 
of th~ Whole House on the state of the Union [applause], and 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Pou] will take the 
chair. 

Mr. CRAMTON. 1\Ir. Speaker, pendin~ that may I make a 
request for unanimous consent to extend my remarks on the 
pending bill? · 

The SPEAKER. Do it after w~ get through with this. The 
gentleman from ·Tennessee [1\Ir. GARRETT] will take the chair 
until Mr. Pou .can return. · 

'l'herenpon the House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for the further con­
sideration of the bill H. R. 7795 with 1\Ir. GAR.RETT of Tennessee 
in the chair. 

The CHAIRl\fA..~. The House is in the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for the further considera­
tion of the bill (H. R. 7795) to appropriate $50,000,000 for the 
purchase of seed grain and feed for live stock, to be supplied 
to farmers and stockmen, and to create boards in the respective 
States to assist in carrying out the provisions of this act, which 
the Clerk will report by title. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H. R. 7795) to appropriate $50 000,000 for the purchase of 

seed grain and feed for live stock, to be supplied to farmer·s and 
stockmen, and to create boards in the respective States to assist in 
carrying out the provisions of thls act. 

1\Ir. LEVER. 1\fr. Chah:-rna.n, I move that the committee do 
now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly the committee rose; and the Speaker having re­

sumed the chair, Mr. G~RETT of Tennessee, Chairman of the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, re­
ported that that committee had ba<l under consideration the bUl 
(H. R. 7795) to appropriate $50,000,000 for the purchase of seed 
grain and feed for live stock, to be supplied to farmers and 
stockmen, and to create boards in the respective States to 
assist in carrying out the provisions of this ·act, and had come to 
no resolution thereon. 

1\Ir. CRAMTON. 1\Ir. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
extend my remarks on the pending bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan asks un::mi­
mous consent to extend his remarks on this bill. Is there 
objection? 

1\Ir. WALSH. I object. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from 1\Iassachusetts objects. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
1\Ir. LAZARO, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 

that they had examined and found truly enrolled bill of the fol-
lowing title: · 

H. R. 9867. An act making appropriations to supply urgent de­
ficiencies in appropriations for the fiscal year ending .June 
30, 1918, and prior fiscal years, on account of war expenses, 
and for other purposes. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
1\Ir. LEVER. 1\Ir. Speaker, I move that the- House do now 

adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; accordingly (at 7 o'clock and 55 

minutes p. m.) the Rouse adjourned until to-morrow, Thursday, 
March 28, 1918, at 12 o'clock !I.Oon. 

REPORTS OF COl\Il\!ITTEES - ON PUBLIC DILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, 
Mr. BANKHEAD, from the Commi ttee on Education, to 

which was referred the bill (H. n. 11047) to require the Com­
missioner of Education to devise metllorls and promote plans 
for the elimination of adult illiteracy in the United States, 
reported the same without amendment, accompanied by a report 
(No. 418), which said bill and report were referred to the Com­
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

PUBLIC BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, Al\'D MEMORIALS. 
Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memo­

rials \\ere introduced and severally r~ferred as follows : 
By 1\Ir. SCHALL: A bill (H. R. 11085) to amend section 3 of 

an act approved J'une 25, 1910, amending paragraph 2 of section 
4 of an act entitled "An act to establish a bureau of immigration 
and naturalization of the aliens throughout tile United States," 
approved June 29, 1906; to the Committee on Immigration and 
Naturalization. 

lly 1\Ir. SLOA.N: A bill (H. n. 11086) to amend section 13 
of the Federal reser\e act so that maturity of paper drawn for 
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~g!·icultural purposes or based on live-stock may extend to one 
:year; to the Committee on nanking and Currency. 

By l\Ir. LUFKIN: A bill (H. R. 11087) to prescribe the per­
sonnel of 'the Army Nurse Corps, the qualifications for appoint­
ment. and the . method of appointment therein, the pay, allow­
ances, and lea vc of absence of members of said corps and the 
conditions under whic;h they mny be retired; to the Committee 
on l\Iilit:uy Affairs. 

By 1\1r. FIELDS: A bill (H. I\.. 11088) pro\iilin~ for the con­
struction of ice piers in the harbor of Louisn, Ky., on· the Big 
S::tn(ly River; to the Committee on River:: aml Harbors. 

By Mr. BROWNING: Resolution (H. nes. 292) to pay to 
John E. Kicol, clerk to the late .John H. Capstick, a Representa­

. tive in Congress, $166.66; to the Committee on Accounts. 
By l\Ir. RIORDAN: llesolution (H. Res. 293) providing for 

the immediate consideration of bills on the ·calendar from the 
Committee on Labor; to the Committee on Rules. 

By l\fr. CLARK of Florida: .Resolution (H. Res. 294) to pay 
Gardner Anthony, son of W. H. Anthony, late an employee of 
the House, a sum equal to six months' compensation; to the 
Committee on Accounts. 

By l\Ir. l\10NDELL: Joint resolution (H .. J. R0s. 269) to sus­
pend the requirements of annual assessment work on mining 
claims during the years 1918 and 1919; tc the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

PRIVATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 
Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, priYate bills and resolutions 

were introduced and severally referred as follows : 
By l\lr. CARY: A bill (H. R. 1108D) granting an increase of 

pension to George C. Miller; to the Committee on Invalid Pen­
sions. 

By l\1r. FERRIS: A bill (H. R. 11090) granting an increase of 
pE)nsJon to James A Bateman; to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By l\Ir. FIELDS: A bill (H. R. 11091) granting an increase of 
pension to Stewart N. l\IcGuire; to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 11092-) granting an increase of pension to 
Isaac N. Dysard; to the Committee ·on Invalid Pensions. 

By l\lr. HILLIARD: A bill (H. R. 11093) granting a pension 
to Edward B. Bangs; to the Committee on Pensions. · 

By Mr. JACOWAY: A bill (H: R. 11094) granting an increase 
of Pension to \Villiam Douglas; to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By l\Ir. KENNEDY of Iowa: A bill (H. R. 11095) graning an 
increase of pension to William Mitchell,· alias William Terow; 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 11096) granting an increase of pension to 
·John T. Axline; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By l\Ir. POLK: A bill (H. R. 11097) granting an increase of 
.. pension to Edward Bradley; to the Committee on Invalid Pen-

sions. · 
By l\Ir. SLOAN: A bill (H. R. 11098) granting ·an increase of 

pension to William A. Bevjns ; to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. WHITE of Ohio: A bill (H. R. 11099) granting a pen­
sion to Isabel B. Williamson; to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 
Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, petitions and papers were laid 

on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows: 
By l\1r. CARY: Petition of the Milwaukee Association of Life 

Underwriters against tax in war revenue bill on certain life 
insurance premiums; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By 1\.Ir. DALE of New York: Petition of the faculty of \Ves­
leyan College, l\1ount Pleasant, Iowa, protesting against the 
second-class postage amendment to the war revenue act ; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of F. A. Roziene, president of the National Asso­
ciation of Vicksburg Veterans, relative to unexpended balance 
of money granted the organization by the Sixty-fourth Con­
gress ' to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. DARROW: Resolution of the Philadelphia Annual 
Conference p1edging unswerving loyalty to the President and 
our country in the successful prosecution of the war; urging 
immediate war prohibition, the establishment of a dry zone in 
Philadephia, and the enactment of laws meting out to German 
propagandists and traitorous Americans the full penalty of 
spies; to the Committee on the J~diciary. 

By l\lr. DOOLING: Petition of the Shut-in Society of New 
York City, asking for the repeal of the periodical postage in· 
crease law; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 
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By l\11'. · FRENCH: Petition of Joel l\IcCallistE:'r nn1l C. .A.. 
Sh~nk, of Clarkston, Wash., on maintaining chaplnins in the 
Army and Navy; to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By l\1r, FULLER of Illinois: Petition of the DeYils Lake 
Journal of Devils Lake, N. Dal.:., favoring the zone system fot· 
second-class postage; to the Committee on \Vays and l\1eans. 

Also, petition of the Illinois Women's Clubs, favoring a kin­
dergarten division in the Bureau of Education; to the Com­
mittee on Education. 

By l\fr. HILLIARD: Petition of T. W. Fisher, of Colorado 
Springs, Colo., praying for the repeal of that section of the war­
tevenue art providing for increased postage rates on period­
icals; to the Committee on Ways ::md l\leans. 

Also, resolutions adopted by the Lowell Club, of Boone, Iowa, 
protesting against increased postage rates on periodicals; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. · 

Also, petition of D. \Varnock & Sons, of Loveland, Colo., pray­
ing for the repeal of that section of the war-revenue act provid­
ing for increased postage rates on periodicals; to the Committee 
on Ways and :Means. 

Also, petition of l\Irs . . L. Dawn, Ida· B. Thompson, Mrs. W. E . 
1\fason, Joy L. Reichelt, l\lrs. \V. B. Floyd, Mrs. Etta K. Siple, and 
11 others, all citizens of the State of Colorado, praying for im­
mediate war prohibition; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH: _femorial of \V. W . Scott and 
50 men of the Kirkwood Presbyterian Church, of Bridgeport, 
Ohio, favoring closing American saloons during the present war, 
and to pre\ent export of grains to foreign countries to be used 
in manufacture of distilled or malt liquors ; to the· Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By l\lr. LUNDEEN: Petition of certain farmers of the North­
west through the Farm, Stock, and Home, of Minneapolis, ask­
ing that the price of 1918 wheat be raised to $2.75 per bushel; 
also asking that the draft be revised to the end that farm labor 
be largely exempted ; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

SENATE. 
THURSDAY, March 28,1918. 

Rev. J. L. Kibler·, of the city of Washington, offered the fol~ 
lowing prayer : 

0 Lord, we lift up our souls unto '.rhee. In the midst of the 
world war we put our trust in Thee. At this critical hour in 
the awful conflict we look more steadfastly to 'l'hee. 0 Thou 
God of battles, Thou God of Moses, and of Gideon, and of David 
in the battles of long ago, (lirect our cause, and let not our 
enemies triumph over us. 0 God, in Thy name we stand for the 
great principles which Thou hast projected in the world. 'Ve 
stand for justice and righteousness for all men and fo1· all na­
tions; and we look to Thee as the great Captain of our salvation 
to direct us aright . 

0 Thou, who art mighty in battle, save our cause. Give grace 
and wisdom and courage to all our leaders and lead on our armies 
to honor and to victory and to a lasting peace. Speed on the 
triumph of the day when wars shall cease to the emls of the 
earth ·and there shall be the resurrection of a .new dny, with 
peace on earth and good will to men. We ask it in the name of 
Christ, the Lord. Amen. · 

The Vice President being absent, the President pro tempore 
took the chair. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of the proceed­
ings of the legislative day of Tuesday, March 26, 1918, when, on 
request of Mr. VARDAMAN and by unanimous consent, the further 
reading was dispensed ·with and the Journal was approved. 

PE'l'ITIONS AND ' JI.IEMORIALS. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Svuth Dakota. I present a concurrent reso­
lution adopted by the Legislature of the State of South Dakota 
in extra session, 1918, relative to the inclusion 'of the State of 
South Dakota in a list of certain States affected by legislation 
appropriating money for the relief of farmers in procuring seed, 
grain, and feed for stock. I ask that the resolution be printed in 
the RECORD and appropriately referred. 

There being no objection, the concurrent resolution was re­
ferred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry and ordered 
to be printed in the RECORD, as follows: 

The following concurrent resolution has been auopted by the Legisla-
ture of the State of South Dakota : · 

uBe it t·esol-ved by the Senate of the Legislature of the State of South 
Dakota assembled in e:l)traordinat·v session at the State capital, the 
Hous~ of Representatives concurrit1g: 

"That whereas there has been a bill introduced in the Congress of 
the United States (H. R. 7795) to appropriate money for the relief of 
farmers in procuring seed grain and feed for sto~k in certain enumerated 
Northwestern States, of which South Dakota is specifically named, as 
one needing such Government aid ; 
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