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up to the 1st of April, in carload lots, roll paper, £. o. b. at the
mill. That did not touch the greatest part of the iniquities that
they had been practicing; but let that go. They agreed to that,
and agreed further—these five men, running five of those big
companies—after the 1st day of April to submit to the very
things as to which you are contending, and all the balance of
you, how outrageous it would be; and those men themselves
consented that this matter should be thereafter settled at the
price stated by the Federal Trade Commission.

They have been given six months, They only met here yes-
terday—a matter to which the Senator from New Hampshire
called my attention, and which I investigated last night. They
were not ready. Six months was not nearly enough time. In
spite of their statemnents prior to this that the products going
into the manufacture of paper have not seriously increased in
price, they now want until the 4th of February to ascertain
what their property is worth,

If that is not fraud, what is it? They are making every day
accounts to their own people, and they are writing off every
year 15 per cent depreciation on the wear and tear of their
machinery, and yet, while they have had six months, they want
three months more, until the 4th of next February, to make a
showing as to what their property is worth and what it costs
them to make paper. You know and I know and every other
man knows that those great business concerns know to the frac-
tion of an ounce what a ton of paper costs them, They know.

If that were all there were in it, there might be nothing left
in the bill; but under these agreements that they have made
any one of them can still make a trade with a publisher for
the small cut paper going to the country press at any prices
they please, They ought to be allowed 10 per cent for handling
it; the mill ought to be allowed a fair profit for making it;
and that is the whole purpose of this resolution, and the whole
purpose of the Trade Commission and every man on it, and the
whole purpose of these thousands, yes, thousands of editors of
some of the biggest papers in the country, answering completely
the Senator's argument as to censorship of the press. They have
asked for this action in paper after paper. I have here on my
desk two different publications that are absolutely filled with
the names of the papers and the localities where the men live
asking for relief from this aggression; and yet, my Lord! we
stand here asking what paper has to do with the war! We lose
sight of the inadvisability, in an emergency like this, of allow-
ing the crippling of this great arm of the Government that is
suffering in its support, but is none the less devoted to it, the
great country press of this country that has assisted so mate-
rialy in floating our liberty bends, We stand by, for fear of
interfering with legitimate business, and let this sort of a com-
bination keep up, and keep up eternally !

Better a thousand times a censorship of the Government
against every paper that did pot say exactly what it pleased,
as infnmous as that would be, a thousand times better than to
let a combination of self-seeking gentlemen get together and
say. ** We will rob every poor editor, every poor paper, and in-
crease the price in spite of the great tax they are already pay-
ing in their postage. We will increase the price to these people
and fill our own pockets still fuller.”

Mr. President, unless some other Senator desires to speak,
I would just as soon move that the Senate adjourn at this time,

Mr. GALLINGER. I think the Senator would better make
that motion. Quite a number of Senators on this side of the
Chamber intend to speak on the resolution, but they are not
prepared to do so to-day. I think this is a good time to adjourn.

Mr. SMITH of Arizona. I have no objection, unless there is
some reason to have an executive session.

Mr. GALLINGER. No; there is not.

Mr. MARTIN. Mr. President, I know of no reason for an
executive session. There has been some suggestion for the Sen-
ate not to sit to-morrow; but in explanation of a motion to ad-
journ until to-morrow I will say that, among other things, the
conference report on the farm-loan bank bill will be taken up
to-morrow, and more particularly I want to call attention to the
fact that the Senator from Iowa [Mr. KEnyon] desires to sub-
mit some remarks to the Senate to-morrow. I take it that he
will have something to say about his recent trip to the battle
front in France, though he did not tell me the subject fo which
he expected to address himself ; but he did say that if it would
be agreeable he would like to address the Senate to-morrow.

Mr. SMITH of Arizona.
complished before the expiration of the morning hour, and I
would willingly join in the reguest that the Senator should
have that right. I would not if I could stand in the way of
the delivery of his speech.

Mr. MARTIN. I will say that I do not know that the Sena-
tor from Iowa would want to interfere with any other business.
He just happened to mention to me the fact that he wished to

I think that could easlly be ac-

address the Senate to-morrow, if it would be agreeable to the
Senate to hear him. 1

Mr, GALLINGER. Mr, President, I was only going to make
this suggestion: We have been in the habit reeently, when a
bill came here, of being told that it must be put through in-
stantly, almost the very day it has been reported; and we have
yielded to that because it was said that it was a erisis in our
affairs. Now, this bill need not be hurried. If the Senator gets
his bill through in three or four days he will be doing remark-
ably well. I had a bill here, relating to something that con-
cerned me much more deeply than this concerns the Senator,
and I did not get it through for three months.

Mr. SMITH of Arizona. The Senator remembers well when
he was one of the few that helped me try to get a bill through
for over 20 years.

Mr, GALLINGER. Yes; I did, and we succeeded after a
while,

What I was about to remark was that ¥ think the Senator
would better let the consideration of this measure go along
deliberately. There are several Senators who desire to speak.
Some of them are not prepared to speak to-day, and they may
not be to-morrow, but I feel sure that the Senator will get a
vote on this bill in a few days. There is no doubt about it.

Mr., SMITH of Arizona. I want to be perfectly frank with
the Senator. The only fear I have about it is that matters of
greater importance, in the view of the Senate, will probably
be intruded, and the bill will go over for weeks and weeks at
a time.

Mr. GALLINGER. There is nothing in sight.

Mr. SMITH of Arizona. Whatever I have asked about the
consideration of the bill, I confess has been largely personal.
I would not permit that to prevent the proper consideration of
the bill and whatever debate on it Senators really want to
make ; but I am extremely anxious, largely on personal grounds,
to see that it is not displaced as the unfinished business.

Mr. GALLINGER. We will try not to allow that to happen.

Mr. SMITH of Arizona. If that is not done. 1 am perfectly
willing that it shall go over until to-morrow as the unfinished
business.

Mr. MARTIN. It will, under the rules, take that course if
the Senate adjourns. Therefore I move that the Senate do now
adjourn. >

The motion was agreed to; and (at 4 o'clock and 40 minutes
p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Thursday, Janu-
ary 10, 1918, at 12 o'clock meridian.

HOUSIE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

WebxNEespaY, January 9, 1918.

The House met at 12 o’clock noon,

The Chaplain, Rev. Henry N. Couden, D. D., offered the fol-
lowing prayer: -

Our Father in heaven, we thank Thee for the clear and cogent
messages delivered by the Premier of Great Britain and the
President of the United States as to the demands of the entente
powers, their position, and desires for a world-wide peace, based
on clear and God-like principles, for all the world. And we pray
that these just and equitable principles may find a response in
every true heart and become the basis of a world-wide confer-
ence among the leaders of all nations; that the terrible war may
cease, and liberty, truth, justice, and righteousness be established
in all the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap-
proved.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Waldorf, its enrolling
clerk, announced that the Senate had passed bill of the following
title, in which the concurrence of the House of Representatives
was requested :

S. 8009. An act granting the consent of Congress to the P. M. C.
Coal Co. to construet and maintain a bridge across Tug River,
connecting Pike County, Ky., and Mingo County, W. Va.

BENATE BILLS BEFEREED.

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, Senate bills of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’'s table and referred to their
appropriate committees, as indicated below :

S.38081. An act to extend the time for the completion of the
municipal bridge approaches, and extensions or additions there-
to, by the city of St. Louis within the States of Illinois and Mis-
souri; to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

8. 2812. An act to encourage and promote the mining of coal,
phosphate, oil, gas, potassium, and sodinm on the public domain;
to the Committee on the Public Lands.

AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION
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CONSTITUTIONAL PROHIBITION AMENDMENRT.

Mr. HARRISON of Mississippl. Mr, Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to address the House for one minute.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mississippi asks unani-
mous consent to address the House for one minute., Is there ob-
Jection?

There was no objection.

Mr. HARRISON of Mississippl. Mr. Speaker, on August 1,
1917, the Senate passed the amendment to the Federal Constitu-
tion providing for nation-wide prohibition by a vote of 65 to 20.
In the House, on December 17, 1917, the House passed the reso-
lution by a vote of 282 to 128, The legislature of my State
vesterday convened at 12 o’clock, and in the lower house of that
body, by a vote of 93 to 3, it ratified the constitutional prohibi-
tion amendment. [Applause.] The senate of that State on
vesterday by a vote of 28 to 5 took like action. [Applause.]
Thus Mississippi is the first State to ratify the constitutional pro-
hibition amendment, and it is hoped that the action of that body,
in a State that has seen the beneficent influence of prohibition
for many years, will be followed by other States of the Union.
[Applause.] :

SERVICE FLAG IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Mr. TREADWAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for
the present consideration of the resolution which I send to the
Clerk’s desk. :

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report it.

The Clerk read as follows:

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Re{hrosentativea gecure from
the Members of the House of Re{nresentatim e record of the number
of sons or brothers of Members in the military or naval service of the
United States, and that he is instructed to procure a suitable service
flag representing this number, or such number as may later join the
colors, to be hung in the Hall of the House of Representatives, and
that credit on the flag shall also be given for the four Members of the

. Sixty-fifth Congress who have joined the colors.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of
the resolution?

Mr. GORDON. T object, Mr. Speaker. I did not hear the
resolution read. I will object to its consideration.

Mr. TREADWAY. I ask unanimous consent, Mr. Speaker,
that the resolution be read again for the benefit of the gentleman.

Mr. GORDON. All right,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts asks
unanimous consent that the resolution be read again. Is there
objection to that?

There was no objection.

The resolution was again read.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considera-
tion of the resolution?

Mr. LENROOT. Reserving the right to object, Mr. Speaker, I
would like to ask the gentleman from Massachusetts on what
theory brothers of Members are included?

Mr. TREADWAY. Mr. Speaker, I thought that there were
Members of the House probably not old enough to have sons in
the serviece, but who are greatly interested in the fact that they
have younger brothers or older brothers who have joined the
colors,

Mr. LENROOT. Generally, where service flags are used by
members of families, brothers are not ineluded.

Mr. TREADWAY. My understanding, Mr. Speaker, is that
the use of the service flag is pretty general. Organizations use
them, and they are used to designate members of a family or
members of a church. It has been very general, and I think
properly so. It strikes me that the relationship of brothers and
sons is sufficiently close to recognize them in a flag of this char-
acter.

Mr. LENROOT. My understanding was that service flags
only included the members of the immediate family, and it seems
to me that if brothers are to be included the force and signifi-
eance of the service flag would largely be lost.

Mr. MADDEN. Yes; unless the brothers were members of
the family or the same household. I really think it would lessen
the effect of it if it includes brothers in the form in which it is
stated.

Mr. TREADWAY. Mr. Speaker, in view of the statement
miade by some of the Members I ask unanimous consent that
the word “ brothers * may be stricken out.

Mr. CANNON. What are you going to do—if the gentleman
will yield—about those Representatives who have no sons or
brothers?

Mr. MADDEN, They may have sons-in-law,

Mr, CANNON. Some have no sons-in-law.

Mr, GARD. Mr, Speaker, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. TREADWAY, Yes.

Mr. GARD. What is the plan of the War Department or of
the Navy Department as to the use of the service flag?

Mr. TREADWAY. My only knowledge on that score is that
gained from the service flag at the entrance of the War De-
partment, showing the number of employees of the department
that are now with the colors—a very large flag, as the gentle-
man probably knows, :

Mr. GARD. Has there been any general rule adopted with
regard to the service flag?

Mr. TREADWAY. Not to my knowledge, I will say to the
gentleman.

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, reserving the
right to object, this is a matter upon which some of us have
had no thought before, It occurs o me that the gentleman
ought to consider very carefully just who should be represented.
I really have some question as to whether a service flag hung
in the Hall of the House of Representatives should contain stars
indicating other than Members of the House of Representatives
and probably employees of the House of Representatives who
have gone, and that it ought not to go to the extent of including
members of families, Those are represented in the homes of
Members by the service flags there. I suggest that to the gen-
tleman’s consideration. With the spirit and purpose which the
gentleman has in mind, of course, I am sure we are all in
harmony, but I venture to suggest to the gentleman that he
withdraw the resolution for the present.

Mr. TREADWAY. I am willing to leave it temporarily.

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessee. Leave it temporarily, and let
us discuss that a little and see just what form it should take.

Mr. TREADWAY. Mr, Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the resolution be allowed to lie on the table temporarily, to be
brought up later. .

The SPEAKER. Without objection, it will be so ordered.

Mr, MOON. I object.

IJEll.‘lcle SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Moox]
objects.

Mr. TREADWAY. What is the nature of the objection?

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from DMassachusetts re-
quested that his resolution lie on the table temporarily, and the
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Moox] objected. The gentleman
from Massachusetfs can withdraw his resolution without asking
anybody’s consent.

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessee. I ask unanimous consent that
the resolution be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. TREADWAY. That is entirely agreeable to me, Mr.
Speaker. :

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessee. I think it ought to be consid-
ered by the committee, .

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, reserving the right to object, I
want to suggest to my colleague from Massachusetts that, as I
understand it, there is now no officially recognized service flag.
There happens to be pending before this House, as I understand
it, a resolution or bill, introduced by the gentleman from
Nebraska [Mr. Reavis], to have Congress provide a design for
a service flag, and I would suggest that, rather than have the
resolution referred to the Military Affairs Committee, my col-
league from Massachusetts withdraw it until action is had upon
the resolution of the gentleman from Nebraska [Mr. Reavis].

Mr, REAVIS. Mr. Speaker, reserving the right to object, I
desire to call the attention of the House for just a moment to
the situation with reference to this service flag. The service
flag that is in general use throughout the Nation has. been
patented by an Army officer, Capt. R. L. Queisser, of Cleve-
land, Ohio, who is charging for the use of this flag a royalty
of 5 and 10 per cent of the wholesale price. ' This Army officer
has pretended to assign this patent to what is known as the
Service Flag Co., of Cleveland, Ohio. The stationery of that
company has but one name on it, and that is the name of the
president, who, by the way, is the officer who patented the flag.
It is merely a pretended assignment for the reason that the
patentee and the company are one and the same person. I think
there should be something in our connection with this war so
altogether worthy that the profiteer should be made to keep
his hands off of it.. [Applause.] The mothers of America are
hanging this flag in their windows as a sort of holy sacrament,
as an expression of the pride that they feel in contributing a
son to the service of the Republic. That anyone, especially an
Army officer, should exact from them a royalty is nothing short
of contemptible. I have pending before the Judiciary Com-
mittee a resolution calling for the adoption of a.service flag
which shaill be known as the national service flag, upon which
no patent shall be granted. I would not like to see this House
indieate its pride in the Members who have gone to the service
by hanging any flag upon these walls upon which we have to pay
a royalty before we may use it. [Applause.] I would like to
see this resolution withdrawn until the Judiciary Committee
can report in proper form some legislation, either by resolution
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or such amendment as may suit its pleasure, looking to the
adoption of some design as a national service flag which the
homes of America may use without charge, because I am tired
of seeing the devotion and the patriotism of the parents of this
Nation coined into money for the benefit of the profiteer. [Ap-
plause. ]

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. GaAg-
®ETT] has offered & motion to refer the resolution to the Com-
mittee on Military Affairs.

Mr. STAFFORD. I ask unanimous consent to proceed for
three minutes, to give some information that may be of value
to the I1fouse concerning the patent upon this flag,

The SPEAKER, The Chair will state the question. The
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr., GArRreTrT] moves that this reso-
lution be referred to the Military Affairs Committee. How
much time does the gentleman from Wisconsin ask for?

Mr. STAFFORD. Three minutes.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wisconsin- asks for
three minutes. Is there objectlon?

There was no objection.

Mr. STAFFORD. Mr. Speaker, last November my attention
was called to the fact that this captain in the Army to whom the
gentleman from Nebraska [Mr. Reavis] refers, and who has
been given considerable prominence in this House by a resolu-
tion introduced by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr, Emersox]
to provide $30,000 for the purchase of this service design to be
displayed in the homes of families whose sons have enlisted
under the colors, had begun proceedings against manufacturers
of these generally used service flags. I received the informa-
tion .from a patent attorney who was representing some of
these manufacturers who had manufactured flags without
authority from the inventor of the design. He advised me that
the head of the division of designs in the Patent Office had
made a finding adverse to the granting of the patent for the
design, but that in his absence on a vacation some subordinate
or other official had authorized the patent. This patent at-
torney is contesting the position of this Army officer who is
claiming 5 per cent royalty on all flags manufactured before
the issuance of the design patent, and 10 per cent royalty, 5
per cent for himself and 5 per cent for the Red Cross, on all
flags manufactured thereafter. It is a question that is going
to be contested, because many manufacturers are being be-
sieged with claims by this person who has obtained this
design patent really with the disapproval of the head of the
Design Division that had It in charge.

True, he has a patent; but I approve the position taken by
the gentleman from Nebraska that we should not go ahead and
grant authorization by congressional action of a design which
the claimed originator is using for collecting money from inno-
cent users.

The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion of the gentle-
man from Tennessee to refer the resolution to the Committee
Jon Military Affairs.

Mr. REAVIS. DMr. Speaker, I move to amend the motion so
as to refer it to the Committee on the Judiciary, that already
has the other resolution.

Mr. TREADWAY. Mr. Speaker, I hardly think it should go
to the Committee in the Judiciary. The matter that the gentle-
man from Nebraska has before him is the general proposition,
and this is a sgpecial one relative solely to this organization.
As far as I am concerned, I should be perfectly willing to have
it await in the Committee on Military Affairs until action is
taken in the Judiciary Committee on the gentleman’s previous
resolution.

Mr. WALSH. Mr, Speaker, I rise to a point of order.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it.

Mr. WALSH. My point of order is that permission has not
been secured to consider the resolution, and therefore the motion
to refer it is not in order.

Mr. TREADWAY. The question was put by the Speaker as
to whether there was objection, and there was none.

Mr. GARD. Would not it solve all the difficulty if the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts would withdraw the resolution?

Mr. TREADWAY. Mr. Speaker, we have already taken too
much time on a matfer that I thought would not take any time,
and I withdraw the resolution for the present.

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED.

The SPEAKER announced his signature to enrolled joint reso-
lution of the following title:

S. J. Res. 106. Joint resolution extending until January 1,
1019, the effective date of section 10 of the act entitled “An
act to supplement existing laws against unlawful restraints and
monopolies, and for other purposes,” approved October 15, 1914,

WOMAN SUFFRAGE,

Mr. SAUNDERS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that the minority of the Committee on Woman Suffrage
may file minority views.

The SPEAKER. The genileman from Virginia asks unani-
mous consent to file minority views on the woman suffrage reso-
lution. In what time?

Mr. SAUNDERS of Virginia. Instanter,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks unanimous consent to
file minority views on the woman suffrage resolution. Is there
objection?

There was no objection.

PAIRS,

Mr. CHANDLER of Oklahoma. My, Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to extend my remarks in the Recorp by printing
a statement by one of the pair clerks of the House.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks unanimous consent to
print in the Recorp a statement from one of the pair clerks of
the House. Is there objection?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will -take occasion to state that
the House has absolutely nothing to do with pairs. It has gone
as far as to allow them to be made a matter of record, but it is
a private transaction, A good many Members think that the
House has something to do with it, but it has not. If anybody
wishes to know all about pairs, let him get Benton's “ Thirty
Years in the United States Senate” and see what he had to say
about it when it was first begun.

The statement is as follows:

House oF REPRESENTATIVES UNITED STATES,
Washington, D. C., January 8, 1918,
Messrs, THOMAS L, BraxToN, M, C,, and T. A, CHANDLER, M. C,,
House of Repr tatives, hington, D. C. ~

My Dear Bies: On day before yesterday you requested me, as pair
clerk of the House of Hepresentatives, to make you a statement in
writing as to the facts concerning the Eair made between you and Hon.
JamEes C. WiILsox, giving the reason why the pair was not observed and
did not appear in the CoNXGRESSIONAL RECORD,

About two weeks before the vote was taken on the comstitutional
amendment for national tpmhlbltion. Hon, Tromas BrLaxTox, Member
of Congress from the sixteenth Texas district, came to me and stated
that he had a pair upon the votes to be taken upon the constitutional
questions of national prohibition and woman suffrage, Mr. BLaNTON

ting that he was for both these propositions and that Mr. WiLsoxn
would be against both, and that they would secure some other Member
who would vote as Mr., BLAxTOX would in the matter. (Palrs upom
these constitutional questions are in the same proportion as the vote,
and as it requires a two-thirds majority for legislation of this character,
it would take two Members for either of these amenéments to protect
one Member voting against.) On the next day Mr. BLANTON cameé to
me with Mr. T. A, CaaxpLER, Member of Cengress from Oklahoma, and
handed to me a pair which was out of the ordinary for the reason that
it was a typewritten agreement, with the names of Messrs. BLANTON
and CHANDLER voting for the prohibition amendment and Mr. WiLsoN
voting against the prohibitlon amendment inserted in the pair and
duly signed by each of them, and I told them, as palr clerk, that the
pair would go into the Recorp,

Two or three days before the vote was taken on the prohibition
amendment Mr. WiLsoN came to me and sald he had expected to leave
the city, but that as he had not he desired to have the pair changed to
some one else who would vote as he would in order that he might vote,

Now, pairs are simply agreements between Members of Congress, the
idea being that one vote will offset the other, and should cne or all
Members concerned in a pair or an agreement made between Members
be absent, these agreements amd pairs are observed, After such an
agreement is made It is never altered “I:r the palr clerks, except by the
consent or permission of those concerned.

Therefore, when Mr. WILSON 1

nested the pair.clerks to release him
we had nothing to do with it, as the matter was between Messrs. BLAN-
Tox of Texas, CHANDLER of Oklahoma, and Mr. WiLsoN of Texas. I
told Mr. WiLsox that if he would communicate with Messrs. BraxTox
and CrAXDLER, and they would airee to do so, of coorse it would be
all right; otherwise I would put the pair up for the REcorp.

In the meantime Hon Cravpe KitcuH1y, the Democratic floor leader,
handed me a telegram from Mr, BraxTox, which is as follows :

“Am making three speeches a day in my distriet, embracing 58 coun-
tles in effort to wipe out all disloyalty and force absolute support be-
hind Government. If Wirsox of Texas will support prohibition amend-
ment, then change my palr tc benefit cause, or if necessary I will re-
turn immediately."”

Mr. WiLsox eame back to see me and eaild so far as Mr. BrLaxToN
was concerned he was willing to release him (Mr. WiLsoN) from the
pair. Mr, HoLLiNgswoRTH, who represents the minority in the matter
of pairs, who was present, asked Mr. WiLsox how he expected to pro-
tect Mr. CHAXDLER., Mr. WiLsox =ald that he had no agreement with
Mr. CaaxpLer, and then we cited Mr, WiLsox to the signed agreement,
with all names filled in, and which is as follows :

*“Mr, Speaker: We, the undersigned, have paired on the resolutions
for the national preohibitlon amendment and the national woman suf-
frage amendment, THoMas L. BLaNTON, of Texas, and T. A. CHANDLER
of Oklahoma, each voting both for national prohibition and nationa
woman suffrage and James C. WiLson, of Texas, voting against both of
these sald resolutions, and we request that this agreement be printed
in the RECORD,

(Signed) “TaoMis L. BLaxTox, of Texas.
“m. A, CHANDLER, of Ohio.
“James C. Wirsos,” (Name later erased.)

Mr. WiLsox then =aid that he Intended to vote anyway. I went to
Mr. FeEeRis, of Oklahoma, and although It was late we made an effort
to communicate with Mr. CHANDLER as to whether he wanted to hold
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Mr. WiLso~ to the pair, as it was my plain duty as pair clerk to have
the pair as made anneunced for i:'inting in the Recorp. Alr. WiLasox
came to the cle~kK's desk again, and with him was Mr., Morcax, of
Oklahoma, who stated that he was not willing ‘to state whether or not
Mr. CHANDLER would be willing to release Mr. WrLsex from the pair,
after the matter had been explained to him. Mr. WirLsox then left
and returned after a few minutes and raid that he was golng to vote
and asked 1o see the signed r, which be took and sgid as he intended
to vote, would mot bave his name on it, and then erased ‘his mame
from the agreement, which he had, according to his own statement,

signed.
Mr., BuaxTox's telegram reéleased Mr. Winsox from the pair, 1.\mvlﬂed
he intended te wvote for the prohibition amendment, and the final
vote he voted against the amendment, so that he had no release from
Mr. BraxTox and did not claim to have any from AMr. CRANDLER. We,
the pair clerks, could not put the pair into the ReEcorp because Br.
WiLsox had erased his name and there was nothing to hold him to
the agreement, a3 he had announced his intenticn of voting.

This is how the matter happened, and mo one regrets as much as
do the pair cierks that you both were left unprotected on the wvote, as
we knew when you left the city it was with the understanding that youn
would be taken care of. ;

With highest personal regard, T am,

Very ¥, yOurs, W. E. Ssarnn, Jr.,

Pair Clerk, House of Representatives.
LEAVE TO PRINT.

Mr. SIEGEL. Mr, Speaker, I ask nunanimous .consent ‘to print
in the Recorp a speech made by my colleague from New York
{Mr. Hicks] on his ebservations on ‘the battle front in Europe.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York asks unani-
mous consent to extend his remarks in the Recorp by printing
a speech made by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hioxs]
on his ebservations on the battle front in Europe. Is there
objection ?

There was no objection.

TEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Mr. DENISON. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania [Mr. PorteEr] is ill, and I ask nnanimous consent that he
be exeused for 10 days.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois asks for the
leave of absence for the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr,
Porter] for 10 days. Is there objection?

There was no cbjection.

The SPEAKER. The Chalir will take occasion to state that
in such.cases as this if the Member will give the (Clerk .a slip
making the request they can all be attended to at once without
waste of time. This is Calendar Wednesday, .and the ‘Clerk
will eall the first .committee.

: FUEL STORAGE YARD IN THE DISTRICT OF COLTMBIA.

The Clerk proceeded to call the committees, mnd when the
Committee en Mines and Mining was reached,

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I call up House joint resolution
28. anthorizing and directing the Secretary of the Interior to
make an investigation and report npon the advisability of estab-
lishing and maintaining Government fuel yard or yards in the
District of Columbia.

The Clerk read as follows:

; House joint resolution 23,

Resolved, ete., "That the SBecretary of the Interior 18 hereby -author-
ized and directed to cause to be by the Director of the Bureaun
of Mines plans and specifieations, together with report showing the ap-
proximate cost of the establishment of a tuelﬁtomtﬁz Bnrrl or yards and
necessary handling and distributing eguipment in t i
bia, for the storage of fuel for the use of and for delivery to all execo-
tive departments and independent -estalilishments in the District of
Columbia and vicinity, whic
cost, together with a report upon the advisability of estabilishing, main-
taining, and operating such a yard or yards and equipment, and the
feasibility of consolidating all ‘matters relating to the purchase and
supply of fuel for the use of
of Columbia and ﬁduit{ shall be submitted to ‘Congress on the first
Monday in December, 1917, or as soon thereafter as practicable.

Mr. FOSTER., Mr. Speaker, this resolution is for the purpose |
of directing the Bureau of Mines and Mining to prepare plans

and select a location for the establishment of a Government Tuel

yard in the District of Columbia to supply the executive depart- |
ments and independent establishments within the District of |
Columbia, and those within the vicinity of the District .of Co-'
lumbia. I do not recall how many there are but the workhouse |

at Occoquan is outside and the fuel is supplied to ‘it by the
Government.

Last summer one department of the Government secured its |
own coal, buying some 15,000 tons, securing a truck for the!

purpose of delivering it, and secured its coal for 76 cents less a
ton than it could have been bought from the dealers or by bids.
There is used, or was previous to the war, about 225000 tons
per year, so at this rate in normal times the saving in the cost of
coal for the Distriet of Columbia for Government use would
amount to quite a considerable sum of money and would also
insure a supply to be purchased at a time when coal could be
easily secured.

The Government now gets its coal by bids. The yards of the
District do not have sufficient capacity for storing coal, and they

strict of Colum-

plans and specifications and estimates of

the Pederal Government in ‘the District |

do not'have the equipment that is necessary for handling It ; and
it is 'believed 'by the Committee on Mines and Mining that the
passage ‘of such a resdlution looking to the establishment of a
yard for the purpose ‘of supplying the Government would be not
only an economical transaction ‘but would result in securing an
adequate supply for the Government.

Mr. DOWELL. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr, FORTER. TYes.

Mr, DOWELL. In what manner has-the coal been purchased
for the Government heretdfore?

Mr. FOSTER. Dy bids from locil -dealers in the District -of
Columbia.

Mr. DOWELL. TRetailers?

Mr. FOSTER. 'Whelesalers anil retailers. I think the coal
which supplies the Capitol is purchased difect Trom the mines.

Mr. DOWELL. Has it not been possible to purchase all of it
at the mines?

Mr. FOSTER. I do not know; but it has not always been
done,

Mr, DOWELL. It has all been purchased from the retail
dealers. .

Mr. FOSTER. As I say, so far as I know .except for the
Capitol.

Mr. MOORE of Pennsylvania. WIill the gentleman yield to
me five minutes?

Mr. FOSTER. Yes. Permit me to say that this is a unani-
‘mous report from the :Committee on Mines and Mining after
hearing statements from those who knew something about it,
and we believe that the establishment of -this yard -would be of
great value.

Mr. MADDEN. Will the gentleman yield for a.question?

Mr. FOSTER. Yes.

Mr. MADDEN. I notice that the report of ithe committee
says that -a saving of T6 cents a ton has been made by one
department of the '‘Government because it has been able to
handle and deliver .its own coal supply. How many hundred
thousand tons of codl do 'the departments use?

Mr. FOSTER. T ecan mot give the gentleman the ‘information
since all these new places have been opened up, but previous to
the war it was about 225,000 tons.

Alr. MADDEN. 8o that would be #dbout $2 a ton for the
year, if we spend $400,000 for a yard. If the Government can
save 76 cents a ton on codl at the yards, I would like to know
why it does not undertake to save some for the people who pay

| the cost of running the Government?

Mr. FOSTER. T thoroughly agree with the gentleman from
Tlinois, and this year has demonstrated '‘beyond -doubt that in
the District of Columbia, or in any other place throughout the
United States, a yard which would sell to the people in the
immediate vicinity at reasonable prices, without permitting
‘them to get into 'the hands of speculators, would ‘be a blessing,

Mr. MADDEN. But the trouble is that ‘the price that is
fixed by the Government for coal to be sold to private econ-
sumers is about 95 per cent more than the cost of producing the
coal. Instead of trying to save to the private individual, who
pays the cost of maintaining the Government, the Government
‘itself has fixed a priece 'beyond -all reason, and the coal miners
-and ‘the coal operators are making more money than they have
‘ever made before and more than ‘they ought to be permitted to
make, It costs about $1.01 a ton to'mine coal 'in the bituminous
coal fields of Illinois, put on the cars, and yet the operators are
allowed to -sell this coal for over $2 a ton, which is a profit of
100 per cent,

Mr. GORDON. To sell it where?

Mr. MADDEN. At the mine, and at prices away above that
That is the minimum. There is no industry in the United
States that ought to be permitted to get rich at the expense
of the overburdened taxpayers in a time like this, and thel is
what the coal people are doing right now,

Mr. FOSTER. I agree with ‘the gentleman, 'they ougat not
to be -permitted to charge exorbitant prices, but ‘they ought
to be compelled to produce coal at a proper priee, aud chis is
one way to help start this thing. T hope my collecgne will
vote for such an arrangement. If the Governmen’ can not con-
trol the price, there is but one other 'thing to be done, and that
is to take the ceal mines of the eountry and operate them in the
interest of the people of the country.

Mr, DENISON. DMr. Speaker, will the gt ntieman yield?

Mr. FOSTER. Yes,

Mr. DENISON. Does the gentleman agree with the state-
ment of his collengue, Mr, MappEN, tha. coal can be mined in
Illinois for $1.01 a ton? ;

Mr. FOSTER. T do not believe that.

Mr. MADDEN. The cost sheets of the mine show that.
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Mr, FOSTER. The gentleman has not examined them Iately,

I am sure.
Mr, DOWELL. Will the gentleman yield?
Mr. FOSTER. Yes.
Mr. DOWELL. I want to ascertain, if I may, if it is the

purpose to present legislation on this question to regulate and
control the price of coal purchased by the Government?

Mr. FOSTER. No; this provides that the Government shall
purchase its own coal for use in the District.

Mr. DOWELL. Is there to be a provision to compel a depart-
ment to purchase under this resolution?

Mr. FOSTER. There will be succeeding legislation. If they
report the advisability ef establishing a coal yard, then legis-
lation will be necessary which would then, I suppose, provide
that it should be done.

Mr, DOWELL., But, as T understand it, they are now pur-
chasing at retail, each department paying the price it pleases
and doing what it pleases. This will not correct. that as I
understand it.

Mr. FOSTER. Ye§; it will

Mr. DOWELL. This resolution?

Mr. FOSTER. No.

Mr. DOWELL. It will be necessary to have further legisla-
tion?

Mr. FOSTER. Certainly.

Mr. DOWELL. I am asking if it is the purpose to introduce

further legislation to follow this resolution up, to fix the price?

Mr. FOSTER. Certainly.

Mr. DOWELL, Is this price to be fixed on the same basis
as the price generally to the public, or is it to be for what it is
actually produced?

Mr, FOSTER. I ean not answer the gentleman on that point’

Mr. GARD. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield?

Ar. FOSTER. Yes.

Mr. GARD. The Distriet of Columbia is a purely govern-
mental reservation, intended for the purposes of the Govern-
ment. Is it the idea of this committee that there would also be
included in this resolution a report as to the advisability or
propriety of purchasing coal for those who are residents of this
governmental reservation?

Mr. FOSTER. This resolution itself does not provide for
that. r
Mr. GARD. I understand it does not; but is it in the mind

of the committee that the resolution should be so extended as to
include that? :

Mr. FOSTER. I can say to the gentleman that in my own
private opinion—and I am not speaking for the committee—I
would welcome the time when opportunity may be afforded to
sell to the people of the District of Columbia in an emergency
such as we have had this winter.

111.11‘;'? GRAHAM of Illinois. Mr, Speaker, will the gentleman
yie

Mr. FOSTER. Yes.

Mr. GRAHAM of Illinois. I presume the object of the resolu-
tion is to take care of the coal that is needed by the Government,
to establish a place and a means by which the Government can
obtain its coal supply? Is not this resolution as it is drawn
broader than that? Does it not occur to the gentleman from
an inspection of the resolution that it has in mind a report as
to plans for a general distribution of coal?

Mr. FOSTER. 1 think not.

Mr. GRAHAM of Illinois. What does the language * inde-
pendent establishments ” mean?

Mr. FOSTER. That is a well-defined term. * Independent
establishments ” means such establishments of the Government
as the Interstate Commerce Commission or the Federal Trade
Commission—all of those establishments not under any execu-
tive department of the Government,

Mr. GRAHAM of Illinois. I am merely submitting my judg-
ment of the matter, but I think it ought to be limited.

Mr. FOSTER. I think my colleague is wrong about that, I
think that is well understood.

Mr. STAFFORD. Would the gentleman have any objection
to inserting before the word * establishments” the word “ gov-
ernmental,” so as to correct any ambiguity that exists in the
present phraseology? It would then read * independent govern-
mental establishments.” And that would remove all doubt as
to the purpose of this depot.

Mr. FOSTER. I have not any objection to that if it makes
it any plainer, but I do not think it needs it. It is very well

defined.
Mr. CANNON, WIll the gentleman yield me, say, 10 minutes?
Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from

Tllinois [Mr, Cax~ox] 10 minutes,

Mr. STAFFORD. Allow me to present a parliamentary in-
quiry. Mr. Speaker, I would like to present this parliamentary
inguiry——

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it.

Mr., STAFFORD. So as to obtain a ruling from the Chair,
if the gentleman from Illinois will also yield for that purpose,
This is Calendar Wednesday. The rule under which we are
proceeding provides that not more than two hours of general
debate shall be permitted on any measure called up on Cal-
endar Wednesday, and all debate must be confined to the subject
matter of the bill. Heretofore, Mr. Speaker, on Calendar
Wednesday, when bills on the House Calendar have been con-
sidered, it was the practice—though it has been questioned, but
never presented to the Chair for a ruling—that there should be
two hours of general debhate, one hour in favor and, presumably,
one hour opposed. In my acquaintance with the House I do
not know of any general debate, as such, except on a bill which
is on the Union Calendar, where the House resolved itself into
the Committee of the Whole Housge on the state of the Union,
or a bill on the Private Calendar, where the House resolved
itself into the Committee of the Whole House. When this
amendment was first proposed, the purpose of it was to curtail
unl’'mited general debate on bills considered on Calendar Wed-
nesday which were on the Union Calendar, so that the whole
time of the proceedings vould not be frittered away in general
debate. Its very purpose was to try to expedite the considera-
tion of the bills which were considered on Calendar Wednesday.

I submit, Mr. Speaker, though I do not profess to have gone
into the details as much as I should have, that on a bill on the
House Calendar there can not be any general debate; that the
ordinary rules of .the House should apply, namely, that the gen-
tleman who has charge of the bill has an hour at his disposal,
during which time he can move the previous question, and I
wish to call the attention of the Speaker to the fact that when-
ever bills on the House Calendar have heretofore been con-
sidered on Calendar Wednesday, that the practice has been
to grant an hour's time of debate in favor and an hour's time
of debate in opposition before the gentleman having control of
the bill would move the previous question.

The SPEAKER. What point of order does the gentleman
make?

Mr. STAFFORD. I am not making a point of order. I am
making a parliamentary inquiry, whether in the consideration
of this bill there is to be two hours of so-called general debate
or whether under the rules of the House the gentleman from
Illinois will control the time, so he can move the previous ques-
tion at any time? Of course, Mr. Speaker, if the Speaker is
not prepared to make a ruling that may be adhered to for all
time on Calendar Wednesday, I do not wish to press the point,
because I believe the gentleman from Illinois will yield time
sufficient for the consideration of the bill. However, I thought
it advisable to present this matter for the consideration of the
Speaker.

The SPEAKER. The Chair would rather defer the maiter
until next Calendar Wednesday, because he ean hunt it up and
make a ruling that will stick.

Mr. FOSTER. Mr, Speaker, how much time have I remaining?

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has used 12 minutes,

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 10 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Illinois [Mr. CAxNoN].

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, this joint resolution, in my judg-
ment, should not pass. We are in war time. As a war measure
we have fuel inspectors, food inspectors, and very properly. As
a war measure we have seized the railroads and all other
means of transportation on land and on sea. Some time or other
the war will end, and I do not believe that a joint resolution of
this kind should pass looking toward the legislation that is pro-
posed when the report is received. In the law as it is now it is
the duty in normal times for the respective departments to adver-
tise and give all the world in the production of coal a chance to
bid and give bond and security for the fulfillment of the contract.
So far as I know and believe this law in normal times has been
sufficient to get the best service for the least money. This is
looking to the establishment of a coal yard. If you have a coal
vard and the necessary machinery and purchase the necessary
plant and establish it for the purpose of buying coal in the
amount of 250,000 tons when the total production of coal in the
United States is—how much?

Mr. FOSTER. Last year 675,000,000 tons.

Mr. CANNON. Six hundred and seventy-five million tons. I
think we had better proceed as we are now proceeding. It is
true that with an exceptional season, under peculiar conditions
that I can not now take time to discuss, with railroad transpor-
tation exceeding what it ever has been, with a larger gross and a
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smaller net, we have a great slump in railway securities and a
great destruction in the credit of railways so that the President
has, in my judgment, properly as a war power, taken possession
of the railros<s and other means of transportation. There is an
agitation. Why, gentlemen rush into print? We want to lay a
foundation now, not to take care of the war, but we want to leg-
iglate for a time of peace. I think we had better let this war
end and then, free from excitement, let us proceed to enact 'such
legislation as is necessary.

Ah, do you know what a Government coal yard wonld cost?
God knows; I do not know. I expect a quarter of a million. You
have got to have your engines, you have got to have all your
appointments; and my observation has been that the Govern-
ment in the payment of its employees does not conduct a particu-
larly economical service.

I want to say—although my friend knows that I am against
the resolution, and he has kindly yielded me 10 minutes—he
seems to be, from an intimation had, of the opinion that this
thing might expand, and that the coal mines, if I understand
him properly, in the United States could be permanently seized
and that we might, at least in the District of Columbia and pre-
sumably elsewhere, proceed to operate mines and furnish 110,-
000,000 people with coal.

Maybe I am old-fashioned. I expect I am. But competition
ig the life of trade, and I pray God that in my time, at least,
the Government will not, under the pretense or under the excite-
ment of a war period lay the foundation, great or small, to care
for the business of the country by the regulation of prices, and
so forth, by governmental authority.

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield five minutes to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Moore]. v

Mr. MOORE of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I wish I could
always agree with my distingunished friend from Illinois [Mr.
Caxnon] on public questions. Generally I do agree with him.
But I see no real objection to the passage of this resolution in
its present form. It contemplates an inquiry, and only an in-
quiry, as to what might be done for the Government only in
the District of Columbia. Therefore it can hardly be said to
be a Government ownership proposition in the general sense
to which the gentleman from Illinois refers. It seems to me it
might be a good thing to pass a resolution like this in the
present war crigis. It is the war crisis that brought about the
high price of coal and the confusion resulting in the taking
over of the railroads by the President of the United States, a
proposition upon which very few Members of this House would
have agreed a year or two ago. But the erisis is here, and it
is due to war conditions. And not only is the Government at

‘a disadvantage, but the people of the Distriet of Columbia are

suffering. Indeed, if we pass a resolution of this kind and it
should result in the erection of a coal-storage yard, it might be
made sufficiently large and of such capacity that in another
such erisis not only the Government might be served, but the
people in distress over coal prices and coal scarcity due to war
emergencies might also be served. It might be a good thing
even to have the Secretary of the Interior inquire as to a coal
bin of the capacity of 500,000 tons, if 250.000 tons is the amount
necessary for the actual needs of the Government, and thus
give the people who are. without coal and freezing in their
homes a chance to come in on equal terms with the Govern-
ment. It would be the humane thing when the ordinary supply
methods fail.

An inquiry like this may do some good.

There is ample proof to show at the present time that neither
the Government nor the people have taken advantage of their
opportunity to obtain coal in due season. They have utilized
one method of transportation only. They have used the rails
until they have stopped the cars and blocked the tracks, and
yet other means of communication, like from Cumberland
yonder to the District of Columbia, have gone to waste because
of the prejudice against waterways and canals—a helpful and
competitive or relief method of transportation.

Mr. MEEKER. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. MOORE of Pennsylvania. I will.

Mr. MEEKER. Can the gentleman give us a sort of a per-
centage or average of reduction in the cost of foods and fuels
to the consumers since our bill passed?

Mr. MOORE of Pennsylvania. There has been no reduction
in the cost of consumption anywhere. The cost of consumption
has steadily gone up, but it has gone up very largely by reason
of the fact that the common carriers of the country have had
their cars used as storage warehouses instead of distributing
agencies which might operate for the relief of the people. And
at great construction works now cars that ought to be used for
carrying foodstuffs to the people are standing upon the tracks

idle, paying demurrage on cargoes of lumber and heavy freight
that ought to have been discharged days and weeks ago.

Mr. WINGO. Will the gentleman yield? '

AMr. MOORE of Pennsylvania. I yield.

Mr. WINGO. The gentleman from Missourli asked you to
state what reduction, if any, had resulted in prices by reason
of the fuel and food control. Can the gentleman state in what
manner prices were held down, and what increase there might
have been if we had not had that control?

Mr. MOORE of Pennsylvanin. The gentleman is aware of
the fact that prices have not come down. If the gentleman
wants concrete details, I will tell him. We are paying 85 cents
a dozen at our house now, in the District of Columbia, for eggs.

Mr. SNYDER. Ninety cents a dozen.

Mr. MDORE of Pennsylvania. And they are going to a dollar,

Mr. WINGO. If you had not had fuel and food control, prices
might have gone a great deal higher. Of eourse, food control
does not cause the hens to lay any more rapidly.

Mr. MOORE of Pennsylvania. Nor make the grass grow.

But before my time expires I want to say this, that our
present stringency in the conl market in the District of Colum-
bia is due to the fact, as it is in other large cities, that in times
of plenty, when we had ample means of transportation,-we did
not avail ourselves of the supply or of the auxiliary menns
of transportation. So that when the freeze came and the
crisis is on, stress naturally follows.

The SPEAKER. The time of the genfleman has expired.

Mr, MOORE of Pennsylvania, I will ask the gentleman from
Illinois [Mr. FosTeER] if I can have more time?

Mr. FOSTER. I am sorry, but I have promised to yield all of
my time.

" 'Mr. Speaker, I yield to my colleague from Illinois, Mr.
DENISON.

Mr. DENISON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 10 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Michigan [Mr. ForpNEY].

Mr. FORDNEY. Mr. Speaker and gentlemen, T am unalter-
ably opposed to this resolution for more than one reason. In
the first place, it is an entering wedge to Government ownership,
to which I have always been opposed.

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Moore] speaks about
the high cost of living and says that eggs are 90 cents a dozen.
Do not worry, my friend. The funny man down at the theater
the other night said that a chicken was a wvaluable bird; you
could eat it before or after it was hatched. [Laughter.] Do not
worry about the price going up, because they are colid-storage
egzgs anyway. )

Mr. MOORE of Pennsylvania. That is certainly consolation
to the consumer, anyway.

Mr. FORDNEY. Well, it may develop into a chicken.
ter.]

Mr. MOORE of Pennsylvania. There is plenty of time yet.

Mr. FORDNEY. The report of the committee says on page 2
that the Treasury Department last year sent to Congress »n
estimate of $400,000 to equip those Government coal yards.
Everybody knows that conditions are critical all over the cou.-
try, in shipping especially. We do not give enough consideration
to the causes of this condition. In the first place, the Congress
of the United States is responsible for legislation that has
crippled the railroads of the country. The Interstate Commerce
Commission fixes the maximum rates the railroads can charge
for hauling freight, and the politicians of Congress have fixed
the minimum wage scale on railroads, and the two are so close
together that it does not yield a reasonable profit to the rail-
roads to supply the money necessary to purchase equipment,
railroad cars, and motive power, and, consequently, with the
greatly increased volume of business in this country caused hy
this war, there are not enough railroad cars and railroad engines
in the country to carry the freight to its destination and to pro-
vide suitable terminals to take care of that freight.

And let me call your attention to this fact, gentlemen, that
prior to the war our exports never exceeded two and one-half
billion dollars in value in any one year, and yet in the year 1917
our exports reached the enormous sum of $6,000,000.000. Prior
to the war our imports never exceeded $1,825,000,000 in any one
year, but in 1917 they reached the enormous sum of $3,000,-

[Laugh-

,000.

Mr. SLOAN. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield right
there?

Mr. FORDNEY. I will.

Mr. SLOAN. How do you get that fizure as to imports?
do not get it from the amount of duties paid, do you?

Mr. FORDNEY. You get it from the volume of business re-
ported by the Department of Commerce, my friend, showing the
value of imports,

You
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Mr. SLOAN. What does:it show abeut: the revenues: arising
from those enormous imports? i

Mr. FORDNEY. I do not wish to.advert to that; but the ad
valorem rate on our imports last year was 7. per cent—pretty
close to free trade, And yet to-day our President recommends
universal free trade to the whole world. The Kaiser may speak
for the German people; or for- himself, but the President does
not speak for me when he says the people of the United States
are in Tavor of free trade. [Applause on the Republican side.]
T am in favor of that label, * Made-in Ameriea,” not: that ** Made
in Germany.” [Applause.]

My friends, we are bordering near to Government ownership.
I doubt seriously if the railroads of this country will ever re-
turn to private ownership again, and if not, it is a mighty
serious question for the people of the United States.

Mpr, DENISON. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield for a
question ?

Mr; FORDNEY. Yes.

Mr. DENISON. The Government owns the different build-
ings and the different furnished rooms. where the coal is con-
sumed in the different departments in the District?

Mr. FORDNEY. Yes.

Mr. DENISON. What objection can the gentleman have to
the Government owning a central storage plant and the ma-
chinery to handle it?

Mr. FORDNEY. I am not in favor of any kind of Govern-
ment ownership, beeause the Government can not do at double
the price the things that firms and individuals ean: do.. The
Government can go out and buy coal anywhere in the United
States, and there is no lnw or regulation preventing it. Why,
then, shouldd we legislate on this matter?

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield right there?

Mr. FORDNEY. Yes.

Mr. COX. The gentleman is in favor of the Government own-
ing; the Panama Canal, is he not?

Mr. FORDNEY. That is a different proposition altogether.

Mr. COX. Yet the Government built it.

Mr. FORDNEY. That is a different proposition altogether,
I will say to my friend.

Now, let me answer the gentlemgn, I made this statement
on this floor before. For the year 1913 I have the cost of car-
rying freight on the railroads in all the prineipal countries of
the world. You can obtain it. Let me ecall your attention to
this fact, and see whether 1.ere is any recommendation in it
for Government ownership. In the year 1913 the Government
of Germany owned 95 per cent of all the railroads in Germany—
the only country in the world owning that large percentage of
the railroads.

The wage scale in Germany for that year was $7.76 a. week
on her railroads, and the freight cost was 1.42 cents per ton
per mile. The wage seale on the railroads in the United States
was $15.56 per week, or double the wage scale in Germany, anl
the freight carried was seventy-two one-hundredths of a cent
per ton per mile. Our wage scale double that of Germany and
our freight cost one-half that of Germany. Do you get any
recommendation in favor of Government own®rship in that, my
friend? If so, tell me what it is.

Mr. GORDON, Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. FORDNEY. Yes.

AMr. GORDON. Do yon recognize that the cost of carriage is
gr}r much less where the average haul is two or three times as

T

Mr. FORDNEY. T recognize, my friend, that the population
per square mile in Germany is five times that of the United
States, and consequently their freight ought to be cheaper than
ours. I know we have a longer haul in this country than they
have in Germany. The center of population in the United
States is just west of Indianapelis. The long haul is from the
Pacific coast. 'The center of population of Germany is around
a very thickly populated territory.

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield for
a question along that line? .

Mr. FORDNEY. Yes; but I have but a limited time.

Mr. HARDY. Does the gentleman realize that the average
cost per ton per mile In Germany is made up of high-class
freight, and that in Germany the cheap freight goes by water?

Mr. FORDNEY. No; 1 do not recognize anything of the kind.
I recognize that it is made up in Germany just as it is made
up here, and not differently at all. I have not got time to dis-
cuss that question fully, but I can show it to you, my friend, if
necessary.

Mr. HARDY. But that is the fact, nevertheless, .

Mr. FORDNEY. There are difficulties to overcome, I am
not criticizing the administration. 1 have stood loyally by
this administration since the war began and I am going to con-
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tinue to do so, and the administration. will be entitled fo any

credit coming. out of this. war and should have any criticism .

that belongs to them. I know of a port on the Atlantic coast
where to-day: there are 800 enrloads of hay piled-up; and they
will not unload it off the cars, because: they are waiting for a
ship to send that hay abroad, and there is no -ship in sight. I
know of a special delivery of anchors that were given the right
of way as class A freight. Those anchors reached a shipyard
on the Atlantic coast, and the keel for-the ship on which those
anchors are to be used hus not yet been laid. Yet those cars
must be utilized: for shipping anchers. while you and I go cold
for the want of coal and of curs in which to ship it Now,
that may be good management. I'do not know who is to blame
or whether anybody s to blame.
thaty but that is the condition, and that is why there is a short-
uge of counl cars. Last night I' talked with a coal operator from
West Virginia, who has at his mine 40,000 tons of coal in stock
and can not get a car-to ship a ton of it North or East or West,
and he is here appeuling to this board to get cars to ship his
coal. Where are they? You and I wlio travel over the roads
see upon the side tracks of the country thousands of cars which
are loaded waiting for some opportunity to unload.

Who is to blame? I do not know. I o not hlame anybody.
It is a condition that is here, and a serious one, aml since the
Government has taken over the railroads, a very short time ago,
1 do not see any change. 1 hope it is for the better, and let us
all hope and do all we can.to better these conditions. But I do
not believe you better the condition of the people of this country
when you resort to Government ownership. In our recent tax
hill we aimed to put the taxes upon the incomes of the country,
the rich people of the country. I want to know wliether or not
you believe that is going to work out just as that law was in-
tended? The other day, my good friends, I sent to a meat
market in my home town for some steak and paid 60 cents a
pound for choice cuts of beefsteak. Who pays for that beef?
The consumer. Who pays $7 or $8 for a pair of shoes that you
and 1 used to buy for $4 or §57 The consumer. every time.
The manufacturer and the producer must add to their overhead
cost and will do so, becanse every dollar of tax that you put npon
an article produced in a factory will be arded to the price of the
article. You ean not tax the rich men of this country without
putting a proportionate burden upon the consumer. Every time
yvou add to the cost of production you add to. the cest to the
consumer. You can not get away from that; and Government
ownership, that costs more to do the thing than the individual
or the set of individuals can do it for; will add to the burden
upon the poor people of this country. Think that over. You
can not get away from it my good friends, and the more care-
fully you study that question the more thoroughly you will be
comvineed that these conditions are as I have stated. I am
opposed to Government ownership of anything—it makes no
difference what—except some things that the individual can not
do. Therefore, my friends, I hope this resolution will fail.
[Applause:]

Mr. STAFFORD. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman from
Illinois yield me some time? I should like to have about 10 or
15. minutes. ; .

Mr. FOSTER. Myr. Speaker, T ask unanimous consent that
my time be extended 30 minutes.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinols asks unani-
mous- consent that his time be extended 30 minutes. :

Mr. DENISON. How much time is there for general debate?

The SPEAKER. Two hours from the time it began. The
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Foster] has 23 minutes left of
his hour. The- gentleman asks to have his time extended. 30
minutes. 5 -

Mr, STAFFORD. Mr. Speaker, reserving the right to objeet,
do I understand that at the expiration of the time of the
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Foster] the gentleman from Illi-
nois [Mr. DeENisoN] or any other gentleman on this side in
opposition would be entitled to recognition for one hour?

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know whether the
gentleman from Illinois- [Mr. Dexison] vepresents the oppo-
sition or not.

Mr. FOSTER. I understand from the statement. of the
Speaker a little while ago that the parliamentary question
raised will be deferred, and that during the consideration of
this resolution we will proceed under the one-hour rule. I have
yielded time to those opposed to the bill as well as to those
favoring it. With that understanding T have yielded more time
to' those opposed to the bill than to those for it. Now I ask
uﬁlaxlillmous consent that my time be extended 30 minutes beyond
the hour.

Mr. ROBBINS. It is two hours, is it not?

Mr. FOSTER. Noj; an hour.

1 am not finding, fault with .
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Mr. CANNON. And then there is another hour.,

Mr. ROBBINS. Who has the other hour?

Mr. FOSTER. Nobody.

Mr, STAFFORD. Why not ask to have your time extended
one hour, and then yield?

Mr. FOSTER. I will yield to my colleague the right to
control some of the time.

The SPEAKER. To begin with, each side has an hour.
That much is clear. The Speaker is not going to render any
opinion on technical points until he has a chance to study them.
Now the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Foster] asks that his
time be extended 30 minutes,

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I made that request thinking
that the Speaker was not going to decide that question now.

The SPEAKER. I am not going to decide jt, except this far,
that after the gentleman from Illinois gets through with his
hiour the opposition will have an hour.

Mr. FOSTER. I have already yielded 20 minutes' time to
the opposition, and if the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. DexI-
soN] controls the time in opposition, I hope he will yield some
time to those who favor the bill, and I think he will.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illineis [Mr, Foster]
asks unanimous consent that his time be extended 30 minutes,
Is there objection?

Mr. CANNON. Why not have a gentleman’s agreement that
whoever is recognized in opposition will yield 20 minutes to my
colleague [Mr, FosTER] ?

Mr, FOSTER. That is fair, and I withdraw my request for
an extension of time.

Mr. DENISON. I am not opposed to the bill
of the bill.

The SPEAKER. The rule is explicit in one thing: That on
Calendar Wednesday the general debate is limited to two hours,
and that one hour of it shall be controlled by the peope in favor
of the bill and the other hour by those opposed. That much is
clear,

Mr. DENISON. It is my intention to yield time to those who
request it, whether they are for the bill or against it.

The SPEAKER. Does any gentleman want to control the
hour in opposition to this bill? :

Mr, CANNON, I will ask to confrol it, but I may or may not
use it, If I do control it I will yield 20 minutes to the gentleman
from Ilinois.

Mr. STAFFORD. It has been customary for the ranking
member of the committee to control the time, even though he
was not in favor of the bill, and to yield to those opposing it.

Mr. DENISON. I will yield to anyone who is against the
proposition.

Mr. CANNON. Then that is satisfactory to me.

Mr. DENISON. I will yield 20 minutes to the gentleman from
Tllinois. :

The SPEAKER. Then the genileman from Illinois has 43
minutes, v .

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 10 minutes to the gentle-
man from Wisconsin, [Mr, CooPER].

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I listened a moment
ago to the remarks of the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Forp-
NEY], in which he gave what he said was a fair comparison be-
tween the freight rates on Government-owned railroads in
Europe aud the rates on privately-owned railroads in this
country. And when the gentleman from Texas [Mr. Harpy]
interrupted him with questions suggesting that freight rates
in Europe on Government-owned roads cover the transportation
of more kinds of freight than do freight rates on our corpora-
tion-owned roads and cover the transportation also of some
articles which are never carried as freight in this eountry, I
heard the gentleman from Michigan deny specifically and abso-
lutely what the gentleman from Texas intimated, and then fol-
low that denial with the statement that freight rates are much
lower here than on the Government-owned roads in Germany.
Now, I am not going to speak in favor of Government owner-
ship of railroads, but have taken the floor at this time merely
to show that the gentleman from Michigan was, as I think,
much mistaken in that denial and statement—a statement which
is only a repetition of what he has heretofore said on the same
subject in debates here.

- I have in my hand a book written by Carl Vrooman, pub-
lished by the Oxford University Press, London, and so forth,
the preface bearing date * Oxford, July, 1910, The title of
the volume is “American Railway Problems in the Light of
European Experience, or Government Regulation versus Gov-
ernment Operation of Railways.” Let us see what are here set
forth as the facts about rates under Government ownership:

. * Undoubtedly, the question which interests the general public
most is that of rates. This is not the inost important question
econnected with the railway problem, but it is the one which

I am in favor

touches the public most immediately. Any comparison of rail-
way rates between different countries, however, must neces-
sarily be more or less unscientific, owing to the varying condi-
tions under which their lines are run and the different rate
schedules which are employed.

“ But while no entirely satisfactory comparison of the rates
of one country with those of another has been or can be made,
at the same time comparisons can be instituted which will
prove of very great practical value as making clear certain
highly important facts. The most difficult attempt of this sort
upon which one can embark is that of making a comparison
between the ratés of American railways and those of European
countries. Take, for example, the case of Prussia. It is ex-
tremely difficult to make any comparison between the rates on
her State roads and those on our corporation roads, because,
first, the general scale of wages is distinetly higher in America
than in Germany; secondly, the length of haul for freight
in this country is 242 miles, whereas in Prussia it is only 713
miles, causing the terminal expenses to constitute a much larger
per cent of the expense of transportation in Prussia than they
do with us; thirdly, most of the heavy and bulky freight ma-
terials, such as ores, minerals, fertilizers, timber, ete., in
Prussia are carried by water, while with us they are gen-
erally earried by rail. Moreover, the eream of the American
freight, that part which pays the highest rate, is carried at
exorbitant rates by our express companies, whereas in Ger-
many it is counted as freight and helps to raise the general
average of the price for ecarrying a ton of freight a mile;
fourthly, in America large quantities of freight are carvied for
the companies themselves, for which no charge is made, whereas
in Germany every ton so carried Is actually paid for; fifthly,
the German roads earry an immense quantity of mall, includ-
ing parcels, for which they get no pay, while the American
roads receive very high pay for every ounce of mail carried
by them.

“ Messrs. Hoff and Schwabach, the Prussian commissioners
sent to this country a few years ago to study and report on the
American railway system, made a careful effort to take into
account all of these diverse factors in their comparison insti-
tuted between our rates amd those of the Prussian State lines.
The conclusion which they arrived at, after making allowances
for all the factors which have tended to reduce the average
price for carrying a ton of freight a mile in this country. was
that under similar conditions the average rate in America
would be 1.44 cents per ton per mile, while on the Prussian
State railways it would be only 0.95 of a cent. In the course
of their interesting and valuable discussion of this subject,
they say:

“American freight rates are divided Into very many grades; they
consequently reach and sometimes fall below the level of the German
standard rates for long distances; that is to say, for the distances
which with us do not come into question for the bulk of the traflic,
However, as with us the bulk of the freight movement takes place
within distances which, according to American ideas, must be called
short, the natural consequence of geographical and economic condi-
tions, it is permissible to say that the ioorls transported in standard
classes, which amoupt with us to about 35 per cent of the total frolfht.
enioy in Prussin-Hefise and nearly throughout Germany a.lower freight
rate than the goods forwarded in America fccording to the standard
classes in force in that country. (The average distance of transporta-
tion of all freight amounts with us to 115 kllometers (or T1.0 milles),
in America to 390 kilometers (or 242.38 miles), * * *

““If the freight rates for articles in bulk are to be compared with
any pretense to correctness it stands to reason that it is mecessary to
come down to the distances over which goods are actuvally transported
in Germany, and then the aspect is not unfavorable to our conditions
after ail .

“The Hon. Charles A. Prouty, of the Interstate Commerce
Clommission, some time ago made an interesting comparison of
rates from his home town, Newport, Vt., to Boston, with rates
for the same distance in Iowa (where, owing to the activity
of their State railway commission, rates are low for this coun-
try), and with rates for a similar haul in Prussia, where the
rates are lower still.

[Rates in cents per 100 pounds,]

Newport, | Towa rate

Vt., to | forsame Ger:ﬂan

Boston. distance. B
19 123 9.6
17 11 10%
46 26 36
19 17.1 10.9
10§ 0.4
17 8

“ Commissioner Prouty further says:

" Last summer a company in which I was interasted had occasion to
transport considerable quantities of copper wire from Phillipsdale, R. I.,
to Bradford, Vt., and of dynamos and transformers from Plttsfield,
Mass.,, to the same destination. We paid in less than carloads from
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undred pounds and from Plttsfield 45 cente=
P:gl‘}sim i% i Fehmndespoggmg rates in Prussia are 11.08 and
cents.

“In the most recent and perhaps mest authoritative compari-
son of Prussian and Ameriean railway rates that has yet ap-
peared, Prof. Henry C. Adams, statistician of the Interstate
Commerce Commission, after giving a number of exhaustive
tables of rates in bath countries, says:

“ Quite a number of distinet Impressions are derived from a study of
the above tables, In the first place, it is observed that the Prussian
rates are much more regular and uniform than American rates, thus
showing that they are notr exposed to the Influence of temporary changes
of commercial conditions or to the passing demands of shippers or
localities. The  de; of uniformity disclosed indicates that commer-
clal conditions in Prussia art- s posed to adjust themselves to raliway
tariffs rather than railws s to industrial conditions, except it be
that the Industrial eon tlnns which call for a departure from the
rule of uniformity are of a rmanent character: Whirh of these two
policies is preferable, and whether stahility of railway tariffs, or what
railway advocates in this touutrfv call elasticity of rallway tariffs, is
preferable, 1s agnin a question of judgment, and for this reason is ex-
cluded from further consideration. A xecond impression left by a study
of the above tables Is that for a distance not exceeding the average
hanl on Prussian raflways the Prussian rates are lower than the
American rates, but that for long hauls the American rates are lower
than the Prussian rates,

“A less complex and fairer comparison could be made between
the rates of the Prussian State roads and those of ‘the corpora-
tion roads of some other European country, such as England or
France. In fact, in 1902 such a comparison of the freizht rates
of Prussia aml Gresat DBritain was mnde by a British *select
committee,” The conclusion arrived at by the committee was
that the ‘ecost of transportation on the German railways, as
concerns the Levant and Enast African tariffs, is only one-third
to one-fifth as high for u large number of commodities as the
Dritish rote.””

Mr. ESCH. Mr. Speaker. will the gcntleman yield?

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin, Yes,

Mr. ESCH. - My colleague undoubtedly knows that under the
German system they produce a large profit, which goes into the
treasury?

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. Yes.

Mr. ¥SCH. If that profit were distributed over the rates, it
would result in a stili grester reduction.

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. That is very true, and T am glad
to have that interruption by my colleague. I knew the fact he
stuted, but I had forgotten to mention it. Under similar eondi-
tions and a fair comparison based on those conditions the freight
rates on the Government-owned railroads in Germany have
been cheaper than have freight rates in this country.

Mr. COOPER of Ohlo. While the rates are lower, is it not a
fact that the wages paid for labor in this country are a great
deal higher? J

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. In the first paragraph which I
read from this book, the author says that wages are lower in
Germany, but he says that freight rates also are lower there,
whereas the gentleman from Michigan said that our wages are
higher, but that our freight rates are very much less than they
are in Germany. That was his statement, but according to
these expert investigators that statement is not in accordance
with the facts. T have read some of the literature—undoubtedly
the same literature—on which the gentleman from BMichigan
bases his statement, but I took eceasion a few years ago to in-
vestigate as to the accuracy of some of the articles written by the
author of that literature.

Mr. CANNON. The gentleman quotes as an author Carl
Vrooman. Who is Carl Vrooman—is he an American or an Eng-
lishman? <

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. He is an Ameriean,

Mr. CANNON. Is he the Assistant Secretary of Agriculture?

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. Yes. This book was published
in 1910, printed at the University Oxford Press in England.

Mr. CANNON. This was a political campaign document in the
campaign of 1910. I do not know, but I think Mr. ForRDNEY is as
good an authority as Mr. Vrooman,

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. If the gentleman from Illinois
will permit me, Mr. Vrooman has given the findings of fact made
by official Government representatives who came here from
Europe and investizgated this subject, and also statements
from the report of a British select committee appointed to in-
vestigate this exact subject. These are not the ex parte state-
ments of an American railroad employee, These are statements
of fact from official reports of German and of British invesri-
gators, compiled by Mr. Vrooman, who is now in the employ of
our Government in its Agricultural Department. T know of no
reason to belleve that when he wrote this book he was not en-
tirely disinterested. Nor do I know of any reason to believe
that he has not told the truth. As I have sunid, he bases his
statement on official reports of German and of British investi-
gators,

There are many more important things than rates to be con-

‘sidered before it is possible to make a wise decision on the

great question of Government ownership. That question is not
now before us and I am not discussing it nor advocating Gov-
ernment ownership of railways. But this is a time of all times
for accuracy of information and truthfulness of statement; and
what we ought always to strive to know before discussing prob-
lems of statesmanship are the facts upon which alone it is pos-
sible to base intelligent opinion. [Applause.]

Mr. DENISON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 10 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Wiseonsin [Mr. Starrorn].

Mr. STAFFORD. Mr. Speaker, this is a practieal question,
and not one that involves theory. The Government has provided
for the establishment of a central heating, lighting, and power
plant, and has appropriated $1.669,000 for that purpose. of
which appropriation very little has been used except to lay the
foundations on the tract near the Bureau of Printing and En-
graving. The location has railroad sidings and water frontage.
That plant will furnish heat, light, and power to all of the Gov-
ernment buildings in the territory in the central part of the city,
but the House well knows that that power plant will not be in
existence for severnl years, and that even when it is in existence
with its railroad sidings, which will enable it to get coal divect
from the mines. there will he no governmental facility for sup-
plying heat, light, and power to the private office buildings that
are rented by the Government. For instance. the Department
of Justice, the Department of Commerce, the Interstate Com-
merce Commission, and the Department of Labor are housed in
bnildings that are all privately owned under contracts for a
term of years. The Government merely rents the building as it
stands and furnishes the heat, light. and power. Some means
must he provided even when the central heat. light, and power
plant Is established to provide heat, light. anil power for these
privately owned buildings. The question is, Shall we continue
under the present method? The present method provides for
the purchase of coal at the mines, prying the railroad rate
from the mines to the eity and then providing for its distribu-
tion under sepurate contracts from the railrond sidings to the
respective depurtments and office buildings. The Treasury De-
partiwent enters into the contract for all the coal utilized by the
Government in all of its activities. That price has varfed in
the last six months. When the President, through Executive
order, first fixed the price of coal it was $2.30 at the mines. and,
as T recall, the price was increased subsequently by 50 cenrs.
The Government to-day is paying $2.80 or $2.85 for bituminous
coal at the mouth of the mine. It then pays something over a
dollar for railroad transportation to Washington, and there are
some 10 or 12 private parties who have contracted to haul the
coal to the various departments. The charge for haulage varies
according to the distance the department is from the railroad
siding. The  Agricultural Department, I think, pays $1.05 a
ton.

The Interior Department in the past year has been experi-
menting with the hauling of coal from the general railroad sid-
ing to that department, and the testimony of the chief clerk is
that there has been a marked saving in the cost whereby they
have saved suflicient to payv for the 5-ton trucks that are used
in transporting coal to the Interior Department,

It is upon the recommendation of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior that in this year's Book of Estimates there is included an
estimate of $200,000 for this very purpose. It is not an extrava-
gant appropriation when you consider that the Government has
appropriated $1,670,000 for the erection of a central light, heat,
and power plant. Of that $200,000 it is purposed to expend only
$10,000 for the purchase of land, $10.000 for roadways to yards,
and $70,000 for coal pockets, trestles, and equipment, and
$100,000 for the purchase of 25 trucks, at $4,000 each.

This Is a practical question. Shall we continue under the
existing system or shnll we extend the system which we have
already adopted in providing a central heat, lizht. and power
plant for the departments and one for the Capitol, both ad-
Jjoining the railroads, whereby the Government can go into the
market, purchase the quality of coal it desires at the mouth ef
the mine, pay the freight rate to these yards, and proviide the
means of conveyance from the central coual yard to the various
Government establishments?

That is a practical question. It Is not a question of Govern-
ment ownership; it is merely a question of whether the Gov-
ernment shall provide the proper facilities for doing its own
work, that and nothing more.

Mr. FESS. Will the gentleman yield?

O_Mr. STAFFORD. I will gladly yield to the gentleman from
hio.

Mr. FESS. In line 10, page 1 of the resolution, what is the
eomprehension of the term “ independent establishments in the
District of Columbia and vieinity *? How far does that go?
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Mr. STAFFORD. As was stated before, it is rather ambigu-
ous, but the gentleman from Illinois stated that he would have no
objection to having an amendment to insert after the word “ in-
dependent,” the word * governmental,” In the draft of the esti-
mates, I may say to the gentleman, the ambiguity is removed by
the following langnage:

The Secretary of the Interior Is authorized and dlrected to establish
a fuel storage yard or yards, to procure by purchase or lease of neces-
sary land, wharfs, railroad trestles, and sﬁlin? uired for such yard
or yards, and to Srocure the necessary storage, handling and distributin
equipment, inciuding motor trucks, for the storage of fuel for the use o
and for delivery to all the executive departments and independent estab-
tl;ﬁ;:i:;ts and the District government in the District of Columbia and

The following language, “ and the District government in the
Distriect of Columbia,” would eliminate the ambiguity as it
exists in the present resolution.

Mr, FOSTER. Let me say to my friend if you limit it to the
Distriet of Columbia you leave out some of the governmental
establishments.

Mr. STAFFORD. I only suggested to insert the word * gov-
ernmental * before “ establishments.”

Mr. FOSTER. The gentlemen, I think, in his service here
knows very well what independent establishments mean; that
is, establishments like the Interstate Commerce Commission,
the Federal Trade Commission, establishments of that kind
which are not under the departments.

Mr, STAFFORD, There are good lawyers here like the col-
league of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Graanm], the gen-
tlemen from Ohio [Mr. Fess], who think that perhaps it is am-
biguous, and why not remove the ambiguity by inserting the
word * governmental,” which will not restrict in the least the
object of the resolution.

Mr. FOSTER. It is so well established that I think the gen-
tleman agrees with me there is no question about what it means.

Mr. FESS. Can not there be an Independent establishment
that is not governmental?

Mr. FOSTER. Not under the Government.

Mr. STAFFORD. Now, the only question before the House,
as far as this resolution is concerned is whether we shall extend
the facility whereby the Government can provide heat, light,
and power, not only to the Government buildings until the cen-
tral heat, light, and power plant is completed, but to the privately
owned buildings which the Government is renting, which, as
the HHouse knows, houses 50 per cent of all the clerical foree in
the city. Here we have established recently 2,000,000 feet of
floor space on the Mall on the site of the old Pennsylvania Rail-
road station. We have established a heat, light, and power
plant there. Is the Government to be hampered by these pecu-
liar conditions with traffic conditions so that it will have to pay
the high rates for the haulage of coal from some points dis-
tant—— '

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
expired.

Mr. STAFFORD. I would ask for two minutes more.

Mr, DENISON. I yield two minutes more to the gentleman.

Mr. STAFFORD (continuing). - Distant from the department,
when the Government could have a central storage yard for fuel,
tributary to some siding or tributary to water connection, sav-
ing perhaps many thousands of dollars. It is merely a ques-
tion of economy. I think the resolution should be passed and
that the policy should be adopted for a central storage fuel yard
to supply coal to the various Government establishments. [Ap-
plause:]

Mr, FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield five minutes to the gen-
tleman from Arkansas [Mr. Wixago].

Mr. WINGO. Mr, Speaker, the members of the Committee
on Mines and Mining had no idea when we reported this reso-
lution for a central fuel yard or joint purchasing agency for fuel
for use of the Government departments that it would provoke a
discussion of as many different questions not related to the sub-
ject matter of the resolution as have been diseussed here to-day.
The discnssion has wandered far afield. We have discussed
Governntant ownership, the price of eggs, the congestion of
freight, freight rates in Germany, Carl Vrooman, and other
things. Now, there is not any element of Government owner-
ship in the resolution. There is no question of freight conges-
tion only in an indirect way, that the plan that it is proposed
to investigate would have a tendency to relieve such congestion.
Now, all that the resolution does is to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior, through the Director of the Bureau of Mines
and Mining, to prepare a plan to show the cost of having a joint
establishment—for what? For the Government going into the
coal business for the general public? No; but a plan by which
the coal that is bought for the different departments of the
Government here in Washington, each one buying separately

The time of the gentleman has

now, bidding against each other, may be bought under one pur-
chasing agent and placed in one yard, thereby saving not only
in the price—because it is an elementary business proposition
that the larger the volume of your purchase the cheaper you
can get the stuff by purchase—but also reduce the different
clerical expenses of having all these different departments
looking after their particular coal bill. That is all there is to
it. It does not involve any Government ownershsip of any kind
under the sun. It is a proposition to provide a joint purchasing
agent for the fuel for®the different departments of the Govern-
ment. That is all there is to it, and I can not for the life of
me see where there can be any objection to it, and there is
every reason at this time why we should have a plant of this
kind. I, for one, would be willing to vote for a plan like that
now, but it is thought best to have this resolution and let it be
worked out and report a plan so that the details of it can be
worked out with reference to the purchase and storage of the
fuel supply of the different departments in the city of Washing-
ton. That is all there is to the resolution.

Now, 2 man is naturally inclined to enter into the other and
different questions that have been discussed here. I was very
much interested in the discussion of some of the questions by
the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. ForpNEY]. We all love the
gentleman from Michigan; we all admire not only his splendid
character but his remarkable abilities as a business man—one of
the ablest men in the House. I was struck by one statement
that he made that I never expected to hear the gentleman from
Michigan make upon this floor, and that is that the ultimate
consumer pays the tax. I knew it was true, and had believed it
all these years, and had been contending that; but it was the
first time I ever heard the gentleman from Michigan make that
admission on the floor, and especially after the question of the
tariff had been dragged into the discussion by one of his col-
leagues, the gentleman from Nebraska [Mr. Spoax].

There was something said about the fuel control. Now, of
course, you can never determine just exactly of what benefit
the fuel control has been; but this fact stands out, and I think
that every man of any intelligence will agree to this, that the
fuel-control bill has in a large measure checked the advance of
prices that might have occurred in certain commodities. We
know there has been a reduction in price of some of the stable
commodities—for instance, flour, which is less than it was when
the Food Administration took charge of it. I presume the Iuel
Administration may have made mistakes, but I am convinced
that there has been some good in spite of the mistakes that
have been made.

A question ecame up concerning Carl Vrooman, with refer-
ence to his book as to railways in this country and other coun-
tries, it being stated that it was a political campaign document,
I do not believe it was. Even if it were, it was a statement of
facts and not the ex parte statement of Carl Vrooman. And
even if it were, I take it that those who know him recognize
him as a great American student and statesman, and on a ques-
fion of this kind his opinion will command the respect of uny
man who is not blinded by partisan prejudice. He has ren-
dered great public service and his writings are interesting. To
my mind he is one of the ablest men we have in public life.
And the statements in that book are borne out by facts from
every source, regardless of partisanship.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, The time of the gentleman has
expired.

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield five minutes tc the gen-
tleman from Missouri [Mr. BorraxNp].
= AMr. BORLAND. Mr. Speaker, I am glad to support this reso-
lution and all measures which tend to modernize th: methods
of doing business with the Federal Government. We all recog-
nize the fact that the Government, in the increasing number of
divisions and activities in the departments, tends to a multipli-
cation of red tape and to an increase of expense, purely by a
failure to coordinate and correlate the different depurtments of
the Government and to modernize their methods.

Now, before the Bureau of Mines was created the purchase of
coal for the Government departments wus on a most extrava-
gant and unbusinesslike scale. They bought the coal by the
ton, without regard to its heat units. It was purely a question
of the price per ton by competition. Some coal Iz almost ut-
terly worthless for heating purposes. Some coal is of very high
value. It was not until after the Bureau of Mines was created
that we had a method of determining on behalf o? the Govern-
ment what the big business man has determined for himself,
to wit, the value of the coal according to the heat unit it con-
tains. I have no doubt there are departments still in the Gov-
ernment that are buying coal according to the old plan, without
referring the matter to the Bureau of Mines to determine the
British thermal unit.
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Mr. DENISON.
mittee is going to report a bill that will control that.,

Mr, GILLETT. Is it not a fact that all the coal for the de-
partments is bought by the general supply committee?

Mr. BORLAND. I say that I think all the coal is IJought by
the general supply committee, and I think now it is submitted
to the Bureau of Mines for a test; but it may be, and I would

not be surprised to find if it were true, that there were some

of these independent departments, the Distriet government or
elsewhere. that were still buying under the old plan.

Now, this resolution simply provides for an investigation on
the part of the Bureau of Mines of the feasibility and cost of
providing a Government coal yard for the departments in
Washington. That is not a Government-ownership proposition
at all, but if it were it would not frighten me on the subject.
I have had some experience with this question of the Govern-
ment furnishing supplies in connection with the Panama Canal.
We maintained and were compelled to maintain down there a
Government commissary, not only to supply the Government
but 37,000 men in the working force of the canal. Otherwise
there would have been profiteering, poor supplies, discontent,
dissatisfaction, and a decrease in the earning power of the
man who was working for the Government, and all of those
attendant evils. That Government commissary at Panama
fully justified itself, and I challenge any gentleman in this
House who knows the facts to say that it did not fully justify
its purpose. It was run economically, and men at work on the
Panama Canal procured supplies at very reasonable prices. I
noticed that in many cases they were paying less for beef on
the Panama Canal than I was paying for it for my own house-
hold use in Washington or in Kansas City: and the same is
true, or ought to be true, in regard to the Government supply
of coal.

Now, the gentlemen speak about the congestion of cars. The
very purpose of a Government yard is to purchase the Gov-
ernment supply of coal at a time when it can be delivered with-
out congestion on the railroads. The great trouble now is that
there is congestion and everybody is ordering supplies at the
same time. The great heating plant of this Capitol is living
from day to day, taking its coal direct from coal cars as they
come into Washington. I think every ecar of coal that is used
by the Government heating plant here must be hauled in the
day or the week that it is used. That is one cause of the con-
gestion. Suppose we had a supply on hand, as many great
manufacturing concerns have throughout the Middle West—a
supply of coal on hand to run the Government for a certain
number of months, without the necessity of tuking it direct
from the coal cars.

My own private opinion of the cause of the shortage of coal
at this time is that it is due to the fact that the food and fuel

bill was filibustered against for two months last summer after.

it ought to have passed both Houses of Congress and at a
time when the big consumers of coal, who formerly bought by
annual contract, ought to have hcmg,ht their supplies but were
unable to do so. When the cold weather came on the big
consumer and the small consumer were compelled at the same
time to put in their orders, and the result has been that the
small consumer, as usual, has not got the best of the situation.

Mr, CRAMTON. My, Speaker, will the genfleman yield?

Mr. BORLAND. Yes; I yield to the gentleman.

Mr, CRAMTON. The gentleman is aware of the fact that in
many States, even after that bill became a law, it was a matter
of one or two months, or perhaps three months, before any State
administrator was appointed under it so that anything could
be done te carry it into effect?

Mr. BORLAND. Yes. I have no doubt that we were fully
two months late in putting that fuel bill into effect, and that
is the cause of the presant distress,

Mr. CRAMTON. The gentleman evidently did not under-
stand me.

Mr, BORLAND. I understand the gentleman’s question. He
says that after the bill was passed there was a further delay?

Mr. CRAMTON. Yes.

Mr. BORLAND. I am not excusing that. I say there was a
delay before the bill was passed. The Government ought not
to take its part in that active competition. It ought to supply
itzelf at a time when coanl can be mined and transported for the
advantage of the consumers of coal without congesting the small
consumers, I am in'Tavor of the bill. [Applause.]

Mr. DENISON. Mr. Speaker, I yield five minutes to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Roemixs].

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentfleman :I’rom Pennsyl-
vania is recognized for five minutes,

LVI—47

T will state to the gentleman that the com- |

Mr. ROBBINS. Mr. Speaker, I wish to oppose this resolutio
I seem to be somewhat lonely in my efforts, but, nevertheless,
am sincere.

This resolution proposes two things, and, judging from its
title, it proposes to establish a coal yard in the District of Colum-
bia. You weunld not suspect, from looking at the title, that it
proposes anything else. Yet on lines 4 and 5, on page 2, it does
suggest that it proposes to make an inquiry into the matter of
the purchase and supply of fuel in the Distriet of Columbia.

Now, there are about 26 coal yards in the District of Colum-
bia, as T am informed about this matter. The Government buys
all its coal by publie advertisement, after bids are submitted
showing the quality of the coal required and the British thermal
units it must contain. The coal is subjected to investigation
and test at the Bureau of Standards before it is accepted or
before the Government will accept bids for supplying it. The
Government has all the mines of the United States tributary to
the Government plants rated as to the guality of the coal pro-
duced and whether it is acceptable and comes up to the Govern-
ment standard for the purpose required.

Mr. BORLAND. That has only been the rule since the crea-
tion of the Bureau of Mines.

Mr. ROBBINS. Ii has been the rule for several years. It
is a sufficient answer to say that it has been the rule for some
time and for the last two years.

The trouble in the whole situation is not a lack of ceal or a
lack of labor but a lack of transportation facilities. In 1915
we produced 442,624,426 tons of bituminous coal. In 1916 we
produced 502,518,545 tons, and up to the 31st of October, 1917,
we produced 454,326,059 tons, or 40,833,075 tons above the
amount produced at the same date in 1916. But the question
is how to get that coal to market. WWe have not been able to
market if, and the reason why we have not been able to market
it is because the Government has interfered with the legiti-
mate means of transportation by giving preferential orders and
ordering continuous movement of coal. At one time there
were 20,000 cars up at Lake Erie ports waiting to be loaded
on the boats for transportation up the Lakes. Movements of
that kind have so disorganized the transportation of coal in the
United States that we have not been able fo get the coal pro-
duced to market.

Now, what is the purpose of this resolution in proposing to
establish a coal yard in the city of Washington? How is it
going to save any expense to the Government or relieve the
sitnation? It is simply asking us to put the Government into
competition with 20 or 30 coal yards now in operation here that
could and will furnish this coal on competitive bids to the
various governmental departments, and it is proposed by this
resolution to establish Iin the District of Columbia coal yards
gnd to enter upon the business of dealing in coal on a wholesale

asis. :

That, however, is not the real purpose of it at all.

Another thing about this resolution that is wrong is that it
does not take into account the fact that if it does propose {o
establish this coal yard, it also proposes to embark the Gov-
ernment upon an expenditure of a large sum of money. They
have alrea(]y investigated this subject, because we see on
page 2 of the commitiee report the statement that the Treasn
Department last year sent to Congress an estimate of $-t{)00a
for establishing a coal yard in ‘the District of Columbia. That
is the secret of this thing, and that is what is back of this
resolution. There are some people in the city of Washington
doubtless who have on hand a piece of property that they
want to sell to the Government as a coal yard for $400,000.
They want to sell that property to the Government at a big
price.

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. ROBBINS. Certainly.

Mr. FOSTER. Does the gentleman know {hat the Govern-
ment now owns property on which this coal yard can be estab-
lished without buying it?

Mr. ROBBINS. I only know what this committee report
states.

‘Mr. FOSTER. The gentleman is charging that somehody
wants to sell some property.

Mr. ROBBINS. Has the Government bought a properfy?

Mr. FOSTER. No. It owns the property now.

Mr. ROBBINS. Why, then, does the committee that has
investigated this subject state that here is a proposition made
last year to appropriate $400,000 to establish this coal yard?

Mr. FOSTER. Surely.

Mr. ROBBINS. That is an exorbitant expenditure of money

for a coal yard, now that we are at war and will need all our
money to fight the Kaiser. A coal yard invelves a railroad sid-
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ing and some pockets that the Government would put up for
the purpose of getting the coal dumped from the cars. It is
suggested here that we have rail transportation and water
transportation, and that we ought to take and use the Chesa-
peake & Ohio Canal, which runs from here to Cumberland,
that is now dry or probably frozen up and not navigable at this
season, and in that case we would have to have a yard on the
Chesapeake & Ohio Canal, with equipment of cranes and lifts
from the boats to pockets, and another one established some-
where else, along some railroad, entirely differently equipped
and at a distance, so that we are not going to conserve the
supgly or reduce the price by establishing these various coal
yards.

Mr. FOSTER. Yon ought not to involve others by undertak-
ing to say what they are trying to do.

Mr. ROBBINS. I am only saying what this report says, that
a proposition of $400,000 was submitted last year by the
Treasury Department.

Mr. FOSTER. The report states that the Treasury Depart-
ment last year sent to Congress an estimate of $400,000 for
the establishment of a coal yard.

Mr. ROBBINS. I say that, too.

Mr, FOSTER. 1Is that all?

Mr. ROBBINS. Therefore I say that if you are going to
establish coal yards, as suggested in this report, you are going
to spend $400,000 for it.

‘Mr, FOSTER. I will say to the gentleman that it may take
more than that.

Mr. ROBBINS. That is worse yet.

Mr. FOSTER. We can save that in one year,

Mr. ROBBINS. How will you save it?

Mr. FOSTER. On the price of coal as supplied to the Dis-
triet of Columbia and to the Government here,

Mr. ROBBINS. I want to say fto the gentleman from Illinois
that I know something about the coal business. I was raised
in a coal country, up in western Pennsylvania, and the con-
gressional distriet which I bave the honor to represent here
produced over 20,000.000 tons of bituminous coal in 1916.

Mr. FOSTER. 1 know something about it. too, on the side
of the people. I know something about the coal business from
the side of the consumer of coal.

Mr. ROBBINS, I know it from the side of the consumer and
from the side of the producer, both, because I live in a coal
country, in western Pennsylvania.

Mr. FOSTER. I live in a coal country.
district are patriotic, too.

Mr. ROBBINS. I am patriotic, too, and so are the miners of
my district; but even patriots can not produce coal when they
can not get cars to ship it to market.

Mr, FOSTER. I am not charging the gentleman with any
lack of patriotism.

Mr. ROBBINS. Of course you are not. Here is the situa-
tion: If the Government is te get this coal as cheap or cheaper
than it gets it now it must get it by competitive bids, and it
must submit its proposals to the largest number of coal pro-
ducers. That is the only way in which it can get this coal
more cheaply than now. Now. these bids are submitted f. 0. b.
the tipple in every instance The Government and every. otlier
consumer pays the freight, and pays the same freight; hence
if you are going to get this coal more cheaply you will only
get it by competitive bidding, and your coal yard is not going
to give any solution of that question, because the coal yard
simply receives the coal from the coal cars at the dumps, and
then you have got to transport the coal from those yards to
the points of consumption or the various Government buildings,
which are the various Government power plants, and that yon
do by trucks and wagons. Hence the proposition is one of
the cost of trucking, not of coal yards or coal storage.

Mr. DENISON. Does the gentleman think it possible for the
Government to save anything by purchasinz eoal in larger
amounts?

Mr. ROBBINS. No; I do not.

Mr. DENISON. Instead of purchasing it in small amounts?

Mr. ROBBINS.. No; the difference between one amount and
another larger amount is not a factor in most Instances, for
this reason: If the Government is buying coal it is buying it
by 10,000 or 20,000 ton lots, and a .coal producer will not make
any difference in his bid to supply a consumer in the city of
Washington with 10,000. tons or 15,000 tons or 50.000 tons
unless it is all to be delivered within a certain specific time.
If the delivery is to extend over a season—5,000 tons a month
or 1.000 tons a month—there is no difference in the bid, and
you would not get it for a cent less per ton if you were to ask
for 50,000 tons than for 10.000 tons, because it all goes in to
take care of the general output of the mine, and the operator

The miners in my

simply gathers up contracts in the East or at the Lakes—taking
western Pennsylvania as an example—for his entire tonnage for
the year. He gets his price at the mines, and it does not matter
how much each consumer takes; that is, outside of a few tons,
which would be exceptional and not apply to the Government.
Of course, one car of coal would be a different thing. There
would be no saving on that. So I am opposed to this resolu-
tion, because I do not see how it would save the Government
anything, and it will require the expenditure of a large sum’
of money and commit the Government to the expenditure of
much larger sums in the future, at a time when we need ail
our money to arm, equip, and support our gallant soldiers, who
are ﬁgin:lng this war for freedom and human rights. [Ap-
plause.

Mr. DENISON, I yield two minutes to the gentleman from
Illinois [Mr. WHEELER].

Mr, WHEELER. Mr. Speaker, while this resolution on the
face of it seems to be a very innocent one, because it provides
that the Secretary of the Interior shall direct the Bureau of
Mines to make an estimate on plans and specifications, of the
approximate cost of establishing fuel yards, and all necessary
handling of the same, yet if the Secretary of the Interior makes
a report to this House and estimates that the building of a dock,
and the purchase of trucks for transperting coal to the different
departments will cost $500,000, unquestionably this House will
pass it. So why throw ourselves wide open for unnecessary ap-
propriations at this time? This Congress has appropriated
already at this session about $1,500,000,000, and the estimates
of the departments amount to about $14,000,000,000. The taking
over of the railroads by the Government will necessitate per-
haps an appropriation of $500,000,000, which we will pass within
a few days. The urgent deficiency bill, which we will soon pass,
will amount to about $1,500,000,000. The sum total that we
will appropriate will amount to perhaps, in round numbers,
about $18.000,000,000, or within two or three billions of what we
appropriated at the last session, and it is not only possible but
very probable that we will appropriate more money at this
session than we did in the last.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr, Kerry of Pennsylvania).
The time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. DENISON. 1 yield to the gentleman one minute more.

Mr, WHEELER. We have loaned to the allies now in the
neighborhood of $5,000,000.000, and the longer this war con-
tinunes the more demands they will make upon us for money.
And perhaps by next fall the amount will reach $10,000,000,000
or $12,000,000,000. It does seem to me that this Congress in-
stead of trying to appropriate as much money as it can, or in-
stead of laying itself wide oper by the passage of bills which
would call for immense appropriations, had better economize as
mueh as possible. =

Mr. FOSTER. T yield five minutes to ‘the gentleman from
Colorado [Mr. KeaTina].

Mr., KEATING. Mr. Speaker, T am in favor of the pending
resolution. I wish the committee had reported a broader reso-
lution, and provided for a coal yard which would sell coal to
all the citizens of the District of Columbia. I believe the sale
of eoal to citizens is a legitimate activity for any municipal
government.

A very interesting experiment along those lines is now being
conducted in the city of Denver. Denver is a city of perhaps
250,000 people, not as large as Washington, but in a general
way in the same class. Denver was confronted by practically
the situation in which the people of Washington now find
themselves., The retail dealers put up the price of coal—en-
deavored to get all that the traffic would bear. That is the
general policy among retail dealers over the country. Usnally
you will find that there is a combination between the retailers
by which they maintain prices.

The mayor of the city of Denver decided to go into the coal
business. He succeeded in securing contracts with three
companies. Under these contracts he secures lump coal for
$1.25 a ton less than the price charged by other coal companies
to retail dealers. So the mayor makes an initial saving of $1.25
a ton.

In the matter of retailers’ profits he has saved between 25
and 50 cents a ton. His net saving to the consumers of Denver
on lump coal is about $1.50 a ton at the present time, and he is

delivering 800 tons a day.
Mr. ROSE. 1s the mayor of Denver able to make such con-

tracts now? [

Mr. KEATING. I do mnot know. The mayor made .these
contracts last fall. He made the contracts with independent
concerns, men who are not in the eoal combination; in order
to get their product on the market they were ready to make
that deal with him., To-day the coal consumers in Denver who




1918.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE.

135

patronize the retail dealers—for there is not enough coal ob-
tained by the city to supply all the people—are paying $1.50 a
ton more for their coal than those consumers who are dealing
with the city.

Mr. GREEN of Iowa,

AMr. KEATING. Yes,

Mr. GREEN of Iowa. I noticed an item in the Des Moines
paper that the mayor has been selling coal for 45 cents less a
ton than the local dealers.

Mr. KEATING, 1 am glad to see that Towa is following in
the footsteps of Colorado. Towa is always wise in following
Colorado’s example, but Colorado is doing a little better than
Towa in this instance.

There is a newspaper in Denver—the Denver Post—that
has gone into the ceal business on the same basis as the magyor.
It necquired the output of two coal companies, and it, too, is
saving its customers about $1.50 a ton.

So my friends, in my judgment, the establishment of this coal
yard will undoubtedly result in a very large saving to the Gov-
ernment. If you were to extend it so as to give the Commission-
ers of the District of Columbia a municipal coal yard, they could
save the people of Washington millions of dollars a year.

I hope the resolution will pass, and 1 hope that eventually the
committee, in its wisdom, will bring in a resolution to give the
people of Washington the benefits of municipal ownership in
this important matter. [Applause.]

Mr. GARLAND. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. KEATING. Yes.

Mr. GARLAND. What is the price to the consumer out there
in Denver?

Mr., KEATING. In my home city—Pueblo, Colo.—it is 87.25
a ton from the retail dealers. In Denver the city and the Post
are selling for from $4.65 to $4.75 a ton. The retailers are
charging from $5.95 to $6.45.

Mr. GARLAND, Was it not under such a monopoly that the
price of coal was exceedingly high and they could easily take
off $1.25 and still have an extraordinary high price?

Mr. KEATING. I do not think Colorado suffers any more
from the evils of monopoly than the great State of Pennsylvania.
but it is true that Colorado coal companies are pretty well
monopolized, and could easily =ell lnmp coal for $1.25 below the
price fixed by the national fuel administration.

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield five minutes to the
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Cox]. How much time have I
remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman has 16 minutes.

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I am for the resolution. It has
been a hard problem for me to settle in my mind for many
years in the past in favor or against Government ownership
on many things. T must confess that down to this hour, after
investigating the subject to some extent for 8 or 10 years, my
mind is not yet clear just how far the Government ought to go
in Government ownership on various lines. i

I had occasion to go down to the Panama Canal in March,
1918, when the big organization was yet in existence. The
man at the head of the Government commissary deparfment was
from my State, a man whom I knew personally and had known
before he went there, I spent one day with him in the Govern-
ment commissary. I was informed by him—and this was not
off-hand information, it was information based on tangible
facts—that through the Government commissary furnishing
the employees food and clothing and supplies of various kinds
they had actually reduced the cost from 25 to 333 per cent
from what we were paying in the States and 80 per cent of
the food commodities selling there were raised in the States
and shipped to Panama.

Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. FESS. Will the gentleman yield?
Mr. COX. Yes.
Mr, FESS. Does the gentleman think that Government

ownership at Panama, a perfect organization and a success
there, would be an argument for making it a success through-
out the United States?

Mr. COX. I am not prepared to say that it would. But I
am prepared to say that there were physical facts presented to
me by Mr. Burke from his purchase and sales in that com-
missary.

Mr. GREEN of Towa. WIll the gentleman yield?

Mr. COX. Yes. I

Mr. GREEN of Iowa. The Government got the cost of com-
modities, including the overhead charges?

Mr, COX. They ran in connection with the commissary a
laundry, and the laundry itself employed 1,600 persons. The
commissary paid for itself all overhead charges, all of its em-
floyees, paid for the laundry, and the least amount of money,
f I recollect correctly, that it turned into ithe Treasury of the

United States in one year was $26,000. They had up into ithe
small thousands of employees working in the commissary and
in the laundry. That was a concrete illustration to e that
Government ownership, under striet regulation, at least was
not a failure.

I would like to see, as the gentleman from Colorado well ex-
pressed it, this resolution widened and broadened. In my
opfiinion the people of this District are held up by the heels
and absolutely skinned from the top of their heads to the
soles of their feet by the retailers. I have no gquestion on
earth about that. Why, take the increase in rents here. An
old building erected 30 years ago. which has not been re-
papered for 10 years—the price of electricity has not gone up,
the price of gas has not increased, taxes and insurance have
not increased, and yet the rent has increased from 25 to 33
per cent. Ask the owners why, and they say, “ Oh, it is because
of the war.,” Ask the employees, the janitors, who are firing
the furnaces in these houses if their salaries have been in-
creased as the result of the war. Oh, no. I know janitors
to-day in the city of Washington firing furnaces in apartment
houses where they have as many as 16 apartments who get
$10 a month and live in the basement of the apartment. And
vet the rents of these apartments have increased from 23 to
33 per cent in the last two or three years. :

And when I came to make up my mind upon the matter I had
come to the conclusion that there is no way to break the
strangle hold of monopoly except by Government ownership. I
am willing at least to go to the extent of trying out Government
ownership. I would like to see this resolution broadened,
widened, and deepened to give a coal yard here to supply the
people of the District of Columbia and cut out all of the inter-
mediate profits of the middleman. Last summer we had for our
consideration before the Committee on the Post Office and Post
Roads a bill fo establish transportation- from the ecity to the
country to carry parcel post; in other words, to put the city
consumer and the country producer into direct and immediate
touch as far as possible. That bill did not go very far; we did
not have hold of it many days until the transportation lines,
the railroads, and express companies began to raise their cop-
per heads. I entertain no doubt in my own mind that is
but the beginning, and I firmly believe that with that beginning,
if that service be established leading from the city to the coun-
try, we will begin to reduce the cost of living.: It is largely a
question of profiteering. You go to the groceryman and ask
him why there is an inerease of this and that, and he will
answer it is because of the war, although he may handle a com-
modity the war has never laid its hands on.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, The time of the gentleman
from Indiana has expired.

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I want to say just a word.
Awhile ago there was some talk about the general supply com-
mittee of the Government and what it was doing with reference
fo the supply of coal. Mr. Jones, chairman of the subcommittee
on fuel of the general supply committee, made the following
statement in answer to a question by Mr, Moss, a former Member
of this House:

Is it your opinion that the coal Is purchased as cheaply as it can be
purchased under existing conditions?

AMr, Joxes. 1 think, Mr. Chairman, the Government could no doubt
nurchase coal a little cheaper if it had a coal yard of its own. I be-
ieve it not only eould purchase coal cheaper, but the Government offi-
cials would -feel safer, knowing that they had their coal aupplg on

hand. During this past winter the department officials have been hold-
ing their breath, feeling that the supply of coal might run ount and that
they would not be able to get any more,

I want to call attention to one other thing. The Government
operated a building down here beside the Knickerbocker Hotel,
which is west of the War Department. The Government was
burning anthracite coal and the Knickerbocker was using bi-
tuminous, the Government paying $2.40 more for its coal than
was the hotel, although the anthracite did not contain as many
British thermal units as the bituminous. When the Govern-
ment took over the hotel it changed the heating plant se as to
burn anthracite at $2.40 a ton more than had been formerly
paid by the hotel, although getting less heat. I want fto say
further that the Government in the past has liauled anthracite
coal from the Pennsylvania fields to New Mexico, they have
hauled anthracite coal to Florida, and they have hauled it out
to Fort Logan, Colo.,, when in Denver people have been using
the soft coal to be had in the State of Colorado, That condition
has been going on throughout the United States, and in one in-
stance we ‘found where the Government officials had macad-
amized a road with anthracite coal. There has been all sorts
of wastefulness, the throwing away of money, and I think in
this instance the Government ought to take some means to es-
tablish its own yard where it will be assured of a supply, and
at reasonable prices., There is no sense in the Governmeng
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hauling anthracite coal, as it does, to the State of Wyoming
when Wyoming has a good guality of coal. When the haul has
been ovel a land-grant railroad, they have been buying the coal
delivered at the post instead of buying it at the mine and having
it delivered.

Mr. MONDELL. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. FOSTER. Yes. 4 d

Mr. MONDELL. I agree with the gentleman that the Gov-
ernment has done some very exiraordinary things, but I do not
want my friend to charge them with crimes they have not com-
mitted. I think among all of the peculiar and extravagant
things that the Government departments have done, the haul-
ing of anthracite to Wyoming is perhaps not one of them. I do
not recall any anthracite having been hauled to my State, al-
though, as an illustration, the gentleman's suggestion is very
good, because some things almost as extravagant have been
done,

Mr. FOSTER. T think I can show the gentleman where they
have hauled coal from the Pennsylvania region to Cheyenne,
Wyo. ;

Mr. MONDELL. The gentleman may have some information
that I have not.

Mr. FOSTER. I am standing for the coal of Wyoming.
They have good coal.

Mr. MONDELL. Certainly.
in Wyoming.

Mr. GILLETT. Does the gentleman think that these exam-
ples of Government extravagance that he cites are good argu-
ments for the Government ownership which the gentleman from
Indiana [Mr, Cox] has just advocated?

Mr. FOSTER. I will say to the gentieman that that is the
mismanagement that we are trying to correct.

We have no need for anthracite

Mr. GILLETT. Is not that inevitable in a government like
ours?

Mr. FOSTER. I think not, if it is managed by men who are
intelligent.

Mr. GILLETT. O, if properly managed ; but would it be?

Mr. FESS. DMr. Speaker, I desire to ask the gentleman a
question respecting the resolution. On page 2 of the resolution,
on lines 3 and 4, there is the language * and the feasibility of
consolidating all matters relating to the purchase and supply
of fuel.” Would not that include transportation lines to Wash-
ington bringing the coal?

Mr. FOSTER. I do not think so.

Mr. FESS. It would include the delivery from the yard to
the Government establishments?

Mr. FOSTER. The tracks would run into the Government
establishments.

Mr, FESS. How does the gentleman discriminate between
simply the coal-yard purchase and the supply? That term is
used so as to cover all matters that might be involved in estab-
lishing the yard and getting this coal.

Mr. FOSTER. Not the matter of transportation.

Mr. FESS. 1If you control all matters pertaining to it, why
would it not include transportation?

Mr. FOSTER. I think the gentleman sees a bogey man.

Mr. FESS. I am a friend of the resolution; I am going to
vote for the resolution.

Mr. FOSTER. Then let me say that this is only a resolution
to investigate, anyhow——

Mr. FESS I know.

Mr. FOSTER. And it is not a final resolution that will es-
tablish a coal yard.

Mr. FESS. Why not say, “ and the feasibility of establishing
Government control, of the purchase and supply of fuel,” and
so forth?

Mr. FOSTER. The only thing ig, there may be some other
matters that they would like to report to Congress, and this is
only a resolution to investigate, and I do not see any harm in it.

Mr. FESS. I am honest in my contention that the words “ all
matters ” would include transportation.

Mr. FOSTER. The gentleman might make more definite lan-
guage if this were the final resolution to establish a yard.

Mr, McKENZIE. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. FOSTER. T will

Mr. McKENZIE. I have not had an opportunity to study
this resolution very carefully, but I wish to ask my colleague
if one of the purposes of the resolution, in case it is passed,
would be to build these sheds that the Government will be re-
quired to store the coal in—these particular sheds that the Gov-
ernment owns? Is that one of the purposes of it?

Mr. FOSTER. I expect they would do it; yes,

Mr. McKENZIE. Unless it is so provided in the law does
not my colleague fear, from other experiences we have had re-

lated by him of shipping coal, for instance, from Wyoming to
the Atlantic seaboard and from there to some other places
where it was altogether unnecessary, that unless there is some
clause in fhe law compelling the storage of Government coal
in the Govermmnent sheds that it might be possible that the men
who had this law under their hands for administration might
rent some of these high-priced buildings in Washington and
store the coal there rather than in the Government sheds?

Mr. FOSTER. That is a matter that can be taken up. I
think the gentleman also sees a bogie man, too.

Mr., GREEN of Towa. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr, FOSTER. Yes.

Mr. GREEN of Jowa. The gentleman astonished me with
his statement of governmental extravagance and incompetence,
and I am & little afraid converted me on the other side, but I
would like to ask one question in that connection; that is,
whether this haunling of coal to western regions where there is
already fine coal is wstill going on on the part of the Govern-
ment ?

Mr. FOSTER. I do not know that I can answer the gentle-
man. I want to say this: That the Government need not be
extravagant. The Government can coordinate its forces, it can
stop duplication if it desires to do so, and it can save all this
money that has been wasted in the past. Now, that is very easy
if we get men hold of it who are business men and know some-
thing about it. There is no question but what that ean be
done. This is no argument for or against Government owner-
ship. It is an argument in favor of supplying the Government
itself with coal for all its activities in the District of Columbia.

Mr. DENISON. Mr. Speaker, I yield five minutes to the
gentleman from Wyoming [Mr, MoNpELL].

Mr. MONDELL. Mr. Speaker, we are the greatest coal-pro-
ducing nation on earth; in fact, we product within our bound-
aries, if I recollect rightly, about half of the coal produced in
all the world—possibly more. Our coal fields extend from one
end of the country to the other. No people in the world are
blessed with fuel resources as we are; and yet, in spite of all
that, the coal industry, the fuel industry, is rarely in a condi-
tion satisfactory to anyone interested in or connected with it,
either the producer or the consumer. In the summer the mines
are largely idle; in the winter they are run at their utmost
capacity. Always there is a shortage somewhere in the winter;
always there is some actual suffering for lack of fuel, and that
with the greatest coal supply on earth, The conditions we are
passing through now differ only from normal conditions in that
they are a little worse than usual. The demand is a little
greater, the lack of ears is a little more acute, the shortage of
fuel more widespread because of an unusually cold spell, but
there is nothing strikingly peculiar in the present condition of
affairs except that conditions are a little worse than ordinarily ;
the difference is in degree, not in kind. Some day in this coun-
try some genius will arise, let us hope, who will make it his
work to bring about a better condition relative to the mining
and distribution of coal. Such a man will have a work before
him that will be tremendously far-reaching, the beneficial effects
of which ean searcely be caleulated.

Mr. DENISON. Will my friend, the gentleman, yield?

Mr. MONDELL. Yes.

Mr. DENISON. I was going to make this suggestion: Mr.
Giragossian claims that the Garabed would do away with the
use of coal. It may be the gentleman thinks Mr. Giragossian
may be the genius the gentleman was speaking about?

Mr. MONDELL. Well, I wish Mr. Giragossian and his Gara-
bed well. I only wish I had a little more faith in Mr. Gira-
gossian and his invention. But assuming, for the sake of
argument, that the Garabed may not develop as ifs inventor
hopes, we will still have to depend upon coal. This—one of the
greatest industries of the Nation—needs a readjustment and
reformation more than any other great industry of which I
know. We sometimes hear that the miners receive high wages,
and at times they do; and yet it is a lamentable fact that even
where the wages are highest, where men make the most when
they are actually employed, the yearly wage is largely inade-
quate because of the fact that the employment is not steady.

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. MONDELL. I ask that I may have five minutes more.

Mr. FOSTER. I have but one minute, and I can not yield
to the gentleman. .

Mr. DENISON. I yield the gentleman five minutes, if I
have that much time to yield.

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Illinois yield a
minute? 2

Mr. FOSTER. No; I do not.

El;e SPEAKER., What about the other gentleman from Illi-
nolk st
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Mr. MONDELL.
resolutioi.

The SPEAKER., Does the gentleman yield?

Mr. DENISON. T yield to the gentleman five minutes, if I
have that mueh time to yield.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wyoming is recognized
for five minutes more,

Mr. FOCHT. Mr: Speaker, T would like to ask the gentleman
a question. In your hepe of the attainment of preper regula-
tions for the mining and distribution of coal and the distribu-
tion of fuel, it is evident, then, from yeur observation, that vou
do not attach any serieus hope for the ultimate accomplish-
ment of that much-cherished desire, by what is being done by
Prof. Garfield?

Mr. MONDELL. I wish Prof. Garfield well, and I hope he
will accomplish more good in the future than he has been able
to accomplish in the past. [Laughter.] I believe he is making
an earnest effort, and I wish him well in his work.

The solution of many of the difficulties surrounding the coal
industry in Amerien lies in‘storage. A greaf rallway engineer
wias once asked, * What is the most important thing in building
a railroad?” He said, “ Drainage.” * What is the next most
important thing?™ He said, *Drainage.” *“\What fs the all-
important thing?'" He replied, *“ Drainage.” What is the most
important thing in establishing a reasonably satisfactory condi-
tion in reference to the coal industry of this country? Storage.
As far as coual is coneerned, we mestly live from hand to mouth.
We buy a ton of conl when the clounds are lowering. when the
rain falls and the wind drives, and we expect it to be delivered
within five minutes after we telephone our order. There never
ean be a satisfactory condition in the eoal industry of the United
States until the American people learn to store coal and to store
it to an extent that will make pessible the operation of the mines
practically the year around. ‘That will be beneficial in a thou-
sand ways. First, it will prevent these winter shortages, It
will give the operator a better opportunity to mine and sell his
coal at a fair price and for a reasonuble profit. It will give the
coanl miner a fair income, although his daily wage be not as
high as under present conditions. Tt will bring the coal busi-
ness to a normal, reassnably satisfactory condition.

Here is a propesition, in a small way, it is true, in one place,
to start and to enlarge, as far as the Government bureans here
are coneerned, the practice of storage. It is proposed that the
Government, instend of bBuying a small amount of coul from time
te time through many agencies, storing it in a great many plaves
in small quantities, shall establish a yard or yards where coal
purchased in the summer season, when the work of the mines
is slack, and when the men need employment. when coal is eom-
paratively cheap. may be stored. We shall thenr have a supply
on hand in the days when there is a congestion of railway traffie,
a shortage of cars; when the mines are pressed to their utmost
in their production; when it is the most difficult to deliver and
the price is highest. Even though the Government did not save
a penny by this method of procedure it would be wise to innugu-
rate the policy proposed; but there will, in my opinion, be a
very considerahle saving In money,

Mr. KELLEY of Michizan. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. MONDELL. I yield to my friend.

Mr. KELLEY of Michigan. I would like to- inquire ef the
gentleman wliat is the practical reason why the mine operator
does not store at the mines? Presumably some finaneial or
other reason?

Mr. MONDELL, It is practically impossible to store in
sufficiently great quantities at the mines to remedy the situation.
The conditions about the mines are such as to make it difficult.
The cost would in many cases be prohibitive. Some kinds of
coul can not be safely or satisfactorily stored in the very great
quantities that it would be necessary to store at the mines. In
the main, storage must be by the individual and by the indi-
vidua! industry all over the country, and I know of no berter
work that a man ean do for his eountry, I know of no effort
that could be put forth that would bring hetter results, than
that of advocating and securing the country over the storage
of coal, as is proposerd in this bill.

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. DENISON. Mr. Speaker, I yield two minutes to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ganrano].

Mr. GARLAND. Mr. Speaker, I think this resolution ought
to pass for the reason that it will give, if it Is found praetical
to establish a yard here, information as to the real facts in the
coal industry. And that will be satisfactory to those who are
not supplying the Government. I do not think it is going to
bring a great deal of benefit to the Government in the way of
prices, but It is going to educate in the practieability of oper-
ating and mining and distribution of ceal, just as you have

I have not reached my discussion of the

speal t dnimons of dollars for other evidenee that you had not
at hand.

- The last Congress appropriated $11.000.000 for the establish-
ment of an armor-plate plant, and when they finally get that
established they will find It will be at a eost of about $30.000.000,
andd that it costs them deuble the amennt to make a ton of armer
plate that they thought it would eost when they first purchased
it; that is, if’ they keep books as to the cost. Amd we have gone
along other avenues to discover faets. In this case we will take
coal, for instance. -I live in western Pennsylvania. Al eof
western. Pennsylvania and part of eastern Ohio is ene great
coal field, one stratum of coal under another, sometimes as many
as three available strata. Every furmer who owns his land
owns the coal under it. They are not operating. The trouble
is to get the coal out. It is stored all right, but it is stored
underneath the ground. They can not get the labor at the prices
now being offered for the coal. The farmers would willingly
take out coal in winter in order to supply the people if they
could do so. And even though that supply is there we are
suffering. But labor now at the mines is paid from $5 a day—
common labor, out around the mines—to $15 a day in the
mines. And even then they can not get the men to do it. That
is the situation out there in western Pennsylvania. We are
suffering from want of coal while living right In the midst of it.
[Applause.]

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illineis [Mr. DexNi-
sox] has three minutes remaining. ;

Mpr. DENISON. Mr. Speaker, I yield three minutes to the
gentleman from Kansas [Mr, CaMpreeELL].

Mr: CAMPBELL of Kansazs Mr., Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent to speak for five minutes.

The SPEARKER. The gentleman has three minutes, and asks
unanimous consent for two minutes more. Is there objection?
[After a pause.] The Chair hears none.

Mr. CAMPBELL of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, the business of
mining coal is a very practical one. It requires executive abil-
ity and the capacity to labor with the hands and brains. Up
to this year there has been no difficulty in the United States te
any appreciable extent in supplying the demands of the country,
the necessary fuel for the operation of the railroads, the maunu-
facturing industries, and the domestic necessities of the coun=
try. Some time during the early summer last passed somebody
conceived the idea that there could be an improvement upon the
methods of produecing and distributing coal. The result was
that during the mwonths of summer and fall. when every eoal
mine in the country should have been worked to the limit of
its eapacity. most of them were idle. waiting to see what the
Government was going te permit them to do.

That is the answer to the present shortage of coal in every
city and town of the country. In Pittsburg, Kans., surrounded
by a great coal field. the miners were ready and anxious to
work, but were not permitted to work for three months; those
who were distributing coal were not permitted to distribute it.

- Operators were afraid to operate their mines and pay labor for

fenr they could not sell the ecoal at the prices it cost them to
produce it.

Mr. MONDELL. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. CAMPBELL of Kansas. In a moment. It took the Gowv-
ernment and Prof. Garfield until along in November to arrive
at the conclusion that the mines of the country must run to
meet the demand for coal. That is the reason why people have
suffered and died this winter for want of fuel.

Mr. MONDELL. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. CAMPBELL of Kansas. Yes.

Mr. MONDELL. Is it not also true that there was official
digcouragement of the purchase and storage of coal?

Mr. CAMPBELL of Kansas. That is one of the things the
people were told by those in authority in the Government. *“ Do
not lay in coal. Do not lay up a supply now. We are going
to see to it that it will be cheaper when we get the management
of it.” Instead of getting it cheaper, the people have been
obliged to pay more for it than ever before. Why, the people
can not get it at any price. People have suffered and died in
Washington, in New York, and every section of the country
for lack of coal. They could not get the coal, They could have
secured coal if the Government had pot interfered with the
operation of the eval mines early in the fall last year and pre-
vented the production of coal at the time when it should have
been produced to supply the necessities of the ecountry.

That is the truth about it. What is the use of talking ahout
coal and hardships and shortage? If you want to get at the
reason for the appalling conditions that now exist, go back
to last fall and find idle mines and idle miners and idle coal
cars for months. There you will find the answer for the pres-
ent suffering that exists throughout the country. There you
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will find the reason for the present high price and the impos-
sibility of getting it at any price.

I have been- trying to get coal for three weeks. I will pay
$10 a ton, or $15 a ton, or $20 a ton, if I can get it, rather
than have my family suffer. I can not get the coal; neither
can you. Why? It has not been produced. Why? Because
the mines were idle when they should have been operating.
Why were they idle? Because Government officials said, “ Do
not buy your coal in July. We will get it for you cheaper next
winter.” [Applause.] .

Mr, FOSTER., Mr., Speaker, I have an amendment on the
Clerk’s desk.

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report it.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment offered by Mr. FosTer: Page 2, lines 6 and 7, after the
word * the,” on line 6, strike out the words * first Monday in December.
1917,” and insert * first day of April, 1918.”

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment.

The amendment was agreed to.

. Mr. GARD. Mr. Speaker, there were two other amendments
gent to the desk.

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the next amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment offered by Mr., G,mn- Page 1, line 10, after the word
“ independent,” insert the word * governmental,” so that the line will
read “and for delivery to all executive departments and independent
governmental establishments in the District of Columbia.”

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question
on the amendments and resolution to its final passage.

Mr. FESS. Mr Speaker, I would like to offer another amend-
ment, on page 2,

Mr. FOSTER.
already.

The SPEAKER. The question is on ngreeiug to the amend-
ment.

The amendment was agreed to.

I think we have given suflicient time to it

Mr. GARD. Mr. Speaker, there is an additional amendment
there.

Mr, FOSTER. It has not been offered.

Mr, GARD. It has been offered and is in the hands of the
Clerk.

Mr. FESS, Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary inguiry.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it.

Mr. FESS. Is not this the stage for offering amendments?

The SPEAKER. Of course it is; but if the motion of the
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Foster] prevails, that is the
end of the amendments.

Mr. FESS. I do not wish to make a point of no quorum,
but I will have to do it if there is no opportunity given to
offer amendments here.

Mr. GARD. Mr, Speaker, I sent to the Clerk’s desk two
amendments, and now call for the reading of the second amend-
ment. Is not now the time to read it?

The SPEAKER. The gentleman must rise in his seat and-
offer an amendment in order to get it before the House.

Mr. GARD. I transmitted the amendment to the Clerk’s
desk.

The SPEAKER. The Chair knows; but that is not the way.
The way to get an amendment before the House is for some
gentleman to rise in his place and offer it.

Mr. FESS. I offer an amendment, Mr. Speaker,

The SPEAKER. The Chair knows; but the gentlemun from
Illinois [Mr. FosTER] made a motion Yor the previous question
on the bill and amendments,

Mr. FOSTER. Well, Mr. Speaker, I will withdraw it.

The SPEAKER. Then the Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio [Mr. Garp] to offer the amendment he sent up here.

Mr. GARD. I offer the amendment previously sent up, Mr.
Speaker.

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report it.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment offered by Mr. Garp : Page 2, line 4, after the word “ pur-
chase " strike out the words *“and supply” and insert the words
“ gtorage and distribution.”

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment.

The question was taken, and the amendment was rejected.

Mr. FESS. Mr. Speaker, I send to the Speaker's desk an
amendment.

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report it.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment offered by Mr. Fess: Page 2,
the words “ consolidatlng all matters relnling to ™
# estahltsblng control of.

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment.,

llnes 3 and -4, strike out
and insert the words

Mr. FESS. Mr. Speaker, I am not opposed to this resolu-
tion. I am in favor of it. I think it is a wise piece of legisla-
tion.. But those words that I am striking out are all inclusive.
They do not exclude anything. They include everything, I
insist that, reading it as it is written, we include transporta-
tion lines, bringing coal here to the city, and I am not sure
that it would not extend to the operation of mines. It says “all
matters relating to the purchase and supply,” and if it includes
distribution from the yard here to the Government buildings,
it will under the same interpretation include the facilities for
bringing it here. All the change I have made is that instead
of * consolidating all matters.relating to” I propose * estab-
lishing Government control of.”

Then we will have control of the purchase and the supply.
It is certainly not an amendment that is offensive to the resolu-
tion, but it simply proposes to clarify it so that the commission
may have its limits within which to operate. As a friend of
the resolution, I hope the amendment will be adopted.

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, just a moment. The gentleman
from Obhio fails to understand the «difference between this reso-
lution which limits this to only inguiry and a report to Con-
gress, and not a resolution to establish a coal yard at this time,
It is simply an investigation to determine whether it shall be
established, and his amendment limits the right of this Burcau
of Mines to find out all the facts.

Mr. FESS. Will the chairman of the committee yield?

Mr. FOSTER. Yes; I yield.

Mr. FESS. Does not the resolution go to the extent of taking
in the distributing of the coal from the coal yard to the Gov-
ernment?

Mr. FOSTER. Of course. It would be of no use to have coal
in the yard and not be able to distribute it.

Mr. FESS. How can you get coal into the yard unless wu
bring it there?

Mr. FOSTER. The gentleman wants now to limit the inves-
tigation as to the distribution.

Mr. FESS. Obh, no.

Mr. FOSTER. The gentleman wants them to be limited, so
that they can do just a few things, This is simply a joint reso-
Iution ealling for an investigation and report.. I move the pre-
vious question on the amendment and the joint resolution to tJ:le
final passage.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois moves the pre-
vious question on the resolution and the amendment

The question being taken, on a division (demanded by Mr.
FosTeER) there were—ayes 44, noes 20.

Accordingly the previous guestion was ordered.

The SPEAKER. The guestion is on the Fess amendment.

The amendment was rejected.

The SPEAKER. The guestion is on the engrossment and
third reading of the joint resolution.

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a
third time, and was accordingly read the third time.

The SI’EAKER. The question is on the passage of the joint
resolution.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER. The ayes appear to have it, the ayes have
it, and the joint resolution is passed.

Mr. ROBBINS. Mr. Speaker, I was on my feet seeking
recognition. I want to make the point that there is no quornm
present.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a perfect right to raise
the point of no quorum. Does he raise it?

Mr. ROBBINS. Yes; I do.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will count.

Mr. HEFLIN. A parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it.

Mr. HEFLIN. The Chair had already announced that the
bill was passed.

Mr. ROBBINS. [ was addressing the Chair.

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gentleman was in time,
[After counting.] Eighiy-nine gentlemen present, not a
quorum. The Sergeant at Arms will notify absentees, and the
Clerk will eall the roll.

Mr., LONGWORTH. Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it

Mr. LONGWORTH. Is this a roll call on the passage?
There has been no division.

The SPEAKER. Yes; this is a roll eall on the passage of the
joint resolution.

Mr. LONGWORTH. But there has been no division.

The SPEAKER. The Chair put the question, and really an-
nounced that the bill was passed ; but the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania [Mr. Rossixs] insisted that he was on his feet, and
the Chair thinks he was. There is no question that this vote
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will be on the passage of the joint reselution. Those in favor
of the passage of the joint resclution will, when their names,
are culled, answer yea, those opposed nay, and the Clerk will,

eall the roll.

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 278, nays 39,
answered * present ™ 1, not voting 109, as follows:

Alexander
Almon
Anderson
Azl 'rook
Aswell
Austin
Ayrea
Bacharach
Baer
Bankhead

Browning
Brumbaugh
Buchanan
Burnett
Burroughs
yroes, 8
Byrns, Tenn.
Caldwell
{.‘nmp‘bnll !K‘nns.

(:anrrrrnlu
Caniri

l.'.:nmwnj'
Carew

Carter,

Carter, Okls
Chandler, N. Y.
Chandler, Okla,

Tenton
Dickinson
Dillon
Dixon
Dominick
Doolittle
Doughton
Dowell
Drane
Dyer

Anthony
Cannon
Claypool

Dies
Ellsworth

YEAB—278.
Eagan Krating Ramsey
Eagle Kehoe Ramse,
Elllott Kelley, Mich Randall
Elston Eennedy, R.1I.  Reavis
Emerson Kettner Riordan
Evans EKey, Ohio Roberts
Fairfield Kiess, Pa Robinson
Farr Kinkaid Rodenberg
F Kitchin Rogers
Fess ° nutsen Romjue
Firelds Kraus ose
Figher La Follette
Flood Langley Rowe
Foss Larsen Rubey
Foster Lea, Cal. Rucker
Francis Lee, (ia,
Frear Lehibach Banders, Ind.
Freeman Lentoot Saunders, Va.
French Linthicum Behall
Fuller. TIL Little Scott, Iowa
Gallagher Littlepage Scott, Mich,
Gallivan Lobec Sells
Card Toncrm Shallenborger
a PrEan en
Garland Longworth £h
Garner Lufkin Blegel
Garrett, Tenn. Lund en Bisson
Garrett, Tex., McAndrews Rloan
Glynn McArthor Smith, Idaho
(»m!wln, b 5 o MeClintie Bmith, C. B.
Good McCormick Bmith, T. F.
Gnodall MeCulloch Etafford
McKenz gall
Umhm. TlL. McLaughlin, MichStedman
Gray, McLan ,'a. Steenerson
Green, lowa Zee Stﬂphena. Miss.
Greene, Mass. Maher trong
Greene, Vt. Mansfield ﬁmnm
Gre Mapes Bwift
ly Mart.ln Ewitzer
Haml tom, Mich, {l gne
Hamilton, N. ¥. Lm er. Minn. Taylor, Ark.
Hamlin Mondell Thony
Hard Moon Tillman
Harr;wn, Miss, Mooreg, Ind. Towner
Harrison, Va. Mo Treadway
Hastings Morin Vinson
Han Mott YVolgt
Hawiden Mudd Volstead
e Neely Waldow
Helvering Nichells, B. C. Walker
Hensley Nirhols, Mich. Walton
Hicks Nolan ard
Hilllard Oldfield Watkins
Hood Oliver, Ala. Watson, Va.
Houston Olivrr NY. eaver
Howard Iney Webh
Huddleston Osborne Welling
Hull, Towa O’'Shaunessy Welty
Hull, Tenn. Overstreet White, Ohio
Humphreys Park illiams
Igoe Parker, N. Y. ‘Wilson, La.
Jacoway Peters Wilson, Tex,
James I'ou Wingo
Johnson Ky. Pratt Wise
Jones, Purnell Woodyard
Jcaes, Va, uin Ycung, N. Dak,
Juul azwdale Young, Tex.
Eahn Rainey
Kearns Raker
NAYS—39.
Hersey Platt Thomas
Kennpedy, Iowa  Robbins Tileon
Lesher sanford Walsh
MceFadden Shouse Wason
MrKinley Slayden Wateon, Pa,
MelLemore Slemp aley
Madden Fnell Wheeler
Meeker Bnyder Wood, Ind.
Merritt Bterling, TIL Woods, lowa
Paige Temple

ANBWERED * PRESENT "—1,
Butler

NOT VOTING—109.

Dewalt
Din
Dooling
Duremus

l:.utopinal
Fairchild, B.
Fairchild, G.
Flynn
Fordn

ﬂ!-"

Grabam, Pa.
Griest
Hamill

Haskell
Ham ley

Hrlyntz

Helm

t{"}h"“‘ rth
o edgswo

Hutrl:lnson
reland

Johnson, Wash,
Kelly, Pa.
Kincheloe

Johnson, 8. Dak.

King
Kreuder
Lativardia
Lazare
Lever

Lunn
McKeown
Mann

Mas=on
Miller, Wash:
Montague
Moore, Pa.
Nelson
Norton
Overmyer
Padgett
Parker, N. T,

Phe Sanders, N. Y,  Stephens, Nebr, VanD
Polk Scott, P'a. m?um;.'n. Vare oy
Porter Seully Stevenson Venable
Powers ~ Bears Stiness Vestal
Price Sherley Bullivan ‘White, Me,
Rankin ®ims Hweet ‘Wilson, I1L
Rayburn Sinnott Talbott Winslow
Reed Bmall Taylor, Cola, Zihlman
Rowland Smith, Mich. Templeton

Russell Bnook Timheriake

Banders, La. Steele Tinkham

So the joint resolution was passed.

The following pairs were announced:

Until further notice:

Mr. Bmys with Mr, ZiaLMaN.

Mr. Tamsorr with Mr. WiNsLew.

Mr. BaggLEY with Mr. Curry of California.

Mr. BagnHART with Mr. KrEIDER.

Mr. BoorEr with Mr. DRUKKER.

Mr. Raysurs with Mr. Haves, A

Mr. Doremus with Mr. Regp.

Mr. Grass with Mr. BExjauiy L. FATRcHILD.

Mr. Lazaro with Mr. Grasanm of Pennsylvania,

Mr. ScuLry with Mr. Moore of Pennsylvania.

Mr. Dewarr with Mr. HAwLEY.

Mr. Sxoox with Mr. Crarx of Pennsylvania.

Mr. Goopwix of Arkansas with Mr. LAGUARDIA,

Mr. Sears with Mr. Dunx.

Mr. Crisp with Mr. GriesT.

Mr. McKeowwn with Mr. STiness.

Mr. Lever with Mr. CooreEr of Ohia.

Mr. MoxnTAGUE with Mr, Coorer of West Virginia.

Mr. EstoriNaL with Mr. Masox.

Mr. Duenf with Mr. Georce W. FaircHILD,

Ar. Luxs with Mr. Mriier of Washington.

Mr. VenasLe with Mr. Davinsox,

Mr, HeLy with Mr. Smrra of Michigan,

Mr. SterHENS of Nebraska with Mr. Huxrz,

Mr. CagrLin with Mr. SweeT.

Mr. Vax Dyxe with Mr. Wmson of Illinois.

Mr. Horraxe with Mr. CarsTiCK.

Mr. OveErmvyeEr with Mr. Nortox.

Mr. KeLLy of Pennsylvania with Mr. Forier of Massachu-
setts.

Mr. PavceErr with Mr. Jornsox of South Dakota.

Mr. KincHELOE with Mr. RowLAND.

Mr., SreriEy with Mr. ForoNEY.

Mr. RusserLt with Mr. Parger of New Jersey.

Mr. PHELAN with Mr. SinNoTT.

Mr. Crarx of Florida with Mr. CosTELLO. -

Mr. Saarn with Mr, Joaxson of Washington.

Mr. Hamrmr with Mr. EscH.

Mr, Dt with Mr. HoLLINGSWORTH.

Mr. PoLx with Mr. DEnPSEY.

Mr. Foyn~ with Mr. HusTED

Mr. CrosseEr with Mr. Powess.

Mr, Saxvers of Louisiana with Mr. Hasxern.

Mr. SterLing of Pennsylvania with Mr. EpmoxNps,

Mr. Dooring with Mr. PorTER.

Mr. StEvENsoN with Mr. HurcHINSON.

Mr. DEcker with Mr. Saxpers of New York.

Mr. Tavror of Colorado with Miss RANKIN.

Mr. Price with Mr. Cary.

Mr. SurLivas with M1, Scorr of Pennsylvania.

Mr Steere with Mr. BuTLER.

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded.

A quornm having appeared, the doors were opened.

On metion of Mr. FosTER, & motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the joint resolution was passed was laid on the table.

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS.

Mr. CamprperLr of Kansas, by unanimous consent, was given
leave to withdraw from the files of the House, without leaving
copies, papers in the case of Samuel T. King (H. R. 9902, 58th
Cong.), no adverse report luwlng been made thereon.

RESIGNATION FROM COMMITTEE.

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following communi-
cation :

Hon. CHAMP CLARK
Epraker of the Trouse of Representatives, Washington, D. C,

My Dear Ma. SpEasEr: I hereb tender my resignation as a member
of the Rivers and Harbors Commlittee,
Respectfully, WirniaM KETTNER-

The SPEAKER. Has the Committee on Mines and Mining
any further bill?

Mr. FOSTER. We have not, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the ecall of
committees,
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The Clerk proceeded with the call of committees. When the
Committee on Labor was called,

NATIONAL INSURANCE AGAINST UNREMPLOYMENT, ETC.

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up House joint
resolution 189.

The SPEAKER. It seems that there is a special order in
reference to these matters. It is as follows:

On motion of Mr. KiTcHIN, by unanimous consent,

Ordered, That when bills now on the calendar which are in order
on Calendar Wednvsdsf shall have been disposed of the bill H. R. 269
shall be in order on Calendar Wednesday.

Mr. KEATING. I understand that, Mr. Speaker, but the
gentleman from Arizona [Mr. HaypeEx], who is interested in the
bill referred to in that order, is quite willing to waive his rights
at this time in order that the Committee on Labor may present
this joint resolution.

Mr. HAYDEN. That statement is correct, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the bill.

The Clerk read as follows:

House joint resolution 189, to provide for a commiseion to inquire
into the advisability of establishing national insurance against unem-
ployment, invalidity, and sickness,

The SPEAKER. This bill is on the Union Calerdar and the
House automatically resolves itself into Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union, and the gentleman from
Indiana [Mr. Cox] will take the chair.

Accordingly the House resolved itself into Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union, with Mr. Cox in the chair.

The Clerk read the joint resolution, as follows:

House joint resolution 189.

Resolved, ete., That a commission is hereby creai=d and established,
to be known as the Commission on Social Insurance, krreinafter referred
to as the commission, The commission shall be composed of five per-
sons, to be appointed by the President of the United States, two of
whom shall be employers of labor and two of whom shall be repre-
sentatives of organized labor, the Secretary of Labor to be the fifth
member of the commission and the chairman thereof, It shall be
within the power of the SBecretary of Labor to select a representative of
the De]inrtment of Labor to act in his stead in any hearing or Investi-
gation in which the Hecretary himself may be unable to participate, and
said representative shall have full power to act in the name of the
Secretary of Labor, but the position of the Secretary of Labor, as the
fiftth member and as chairman of the commission, shall in no wise be
impaired, and in the report, findings, and recommendations of the com-
mission his name and title shall be appended.

Sec. 2. That the members of this commission shall be pald actual
travellng and other necessary expenses, and in addition the members of
the commission, other than the Seecretary of Labor, or his representative
a?pninter.l by him pursuant to section 1, shall receive a compensation
of $15 per diem while actually engaged in the work of the said commis-
sion and while going to or returning from such work,

The commission is anthorized, as a whole or by subcommittees of the
commission duly appointed, to hold sittings and publie hearings any-
where in the United States; to send for persons and glspers; to admin-
ister oaths; to summon and compel the attendance of witnesses and to
compel testimony: to employ such secretaries, experts, stenographers,
and other assistants as shall be necessary to carry out the purposes for
which said commission is created; and to rent such offices, to purchase
such stationery and other supplies, and to have such printing and bind-
ing done as may be necessary to carry out the purposes for which the
commission is created; and to authorize its members or its employees to

- travel in or outside of the United States on the business of the

commission,

Sgc. 3. That it shall be the duty of the commission to inguire into the
causes of unemployment; to inquire into the subject of systems of
insurance, voluntary or obligatory, contributory or noncontributory, now
in vogue to meet unemployment, invalidity, and sickness, and to what
extent the Government of the United States may aid by establishing a
Federal insurance system for the benefit of the wage earners of the
United States when in need by reason of involuntary unemployment,
whether the unemployment be due to lack of work, to disability arising
by reason of sickness, or to the impairment or destruction of earning
capactiy because of old age, If the ission shall rec d tha
a Federal Insurance system or fund be established by the Government of
the TUnited States, it shall prepare and recommend the regulations that
would be necessary for the successful administration of a national
insurance system or fund, the amount of said fund, and the method of
cooperation with existing Insurance systems,

SEC, 4. That the commission shall submit, through the President, to
Congress a report containing the testimony taken, its findings, and its
it;}c&mmenﬁations on or before the first uongay of December of the year
Skc. 5. That the sum of $60,000 is hereby authorized to be appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury of the United States not
otherwise np?roprlated. for the use of the commission: Provided, That
no portion of this money shall be paid except upon the order of said
commission signed by the chairman- thereof.

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Chairman, the members of the Commit-
tee would like to secure a vote on this resolution to-night. Un-
der the rule we have two hours for general debate. The gentle-
man from Wisconsin [Mr. Browng], the ranking minority mem-
ber on the committee, will, I presume, under the rule, control
one half of the time and the other half will be controlled by this
gide of the House.

This resolution was reported in the last Congress, in prac-
tically its present form, by the Committee on Labor. It was a
unanimous report, and was made after exhaustive and wvery
interesting hearings. The committee for three or four days
listened to gentlemen who may be regarded as experts upon

this subject.  They represented every shade of politieal opinion.
We had Republicans, Democrats, Socialists, and Progressives.
We had actuaries, insurance commissioners, authors of books,
and students of social questions. I think the volume eontaining
those hearings is one that should find a place in the library of
every student of public affairs. In this Congress the Committee
on Labor, by a unanimous vote, made a second favorable report
upon the resolution. : :

Briefly, the resolution provides for the appointment of a
commission to investigate the entire subject of social insurance.
The commission is to be named by the President of the United
States. If is to consist of five members, two of whom are to-
be employers of labor, two to be representatives of labor, and
the fifth to be the Secretary of Labor. The commission is to
submit its findings to Congress.

Mr. BORLAND. Mr, Chairman, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. KEATING. Yes.

Mr. BORLAND. I notice that the type of insurance is con-
fined to unemployment, invalidity, and sickness. Does the word
* invalidity " include death, or is death insurance excluded from
this scheme? Is it the purpose of the commission to inquire into
a system of State insurance for death? :

Mr. KEATING. No; that would not come within the scope
of the commission’s work. The principal object would be insur-
ance against old age, unemployment, and sickness, In Germany
they have maternity insurance, -

Mr. BORLAND. Invalidity, I suppose, would mean where a
man was crippled ?

Mr. KEATING. It is not the object to establish a system
like the ordinary life insurance business.

Mr. Chairman, the United States has lagged behind other
pations in the matter of social insurance, Germany has led in
this as she led in rural eredits. This country adopted the prin-
cipal features of the German rural-credit system. That system
had spread over Europe and other portions of the world before
it was adopted by the United States. England, France, Germany,
Austria, and practically every country on the other side of the
Atlantic has some form of social insurance. The experts who
appeared before our committee were agreed it was not possible
to pick out any one of those European systems and apply it in
whole to the United States. It was recognized that conditions
in this country were so radieally unlike conditions found in other
countries that it was deemed necessary for us to fashion an
American system. So it was considered best as n first step that
we should appoint a commission which would devote itself to the
study of all the systems now in existence and determine upon a
system that was adapted to American needs, providing the com-
mission found that any social insurance system was desirable
in this country, The appropriation of $50,000, considering the
importance of the subject, is a modest one.

I now yield 15 minutes to the gentleman from New York
[Mr. Loxpox].

Mr. ROBBINS. Mr. Chairman, before the gentleman takes
his seat, will he yield for a question?

Mr. KEATING. Certainly,

Mr. ROBBINS. Does this include anything about the Govy-
ernment establishing a system of old-age insurance?

Mr. KEATING. Oh, yes.

Mr. ROBBINS. That comes under the term “ invalidity ” ?

Mr. KEATING. Yes; that would come under that term.

Mr. LONDON. Mr. Chairman, this resolution which has
been unanimously reported by two committees provides for
the investigation of a subject which has engrossed the minds
of statesmen for nearly 40 years. In the last Congress the
resolution came up on suspension day under a rule which per-
mitted only 40 minutes of discussion and which prevented a
complete analysis of the merits of the resolution. It required
a two-thirds vote. We fell 20 votes short. The hearing to
which the gentleman from Colorado [Mr. Kearixc] has re-
ferred covers 317 pages of testimony of expert opinion, of sta-
tistical data, of a bibliography of the subject, and furnishes
indisputable evidence of the fact that a great deal of litera-
ture has accumulated on the subject; that a great deal of
knowledge has already been gathered; that the problem which
presents itself to-day is how to assort the information now
existing on the subject, how to coordinate the efforts made by
students of the subject, and how to adapt social legislation to
American conditions. The commissioner of insurance from
Illinois, Mr, Potts, in the course of his admirable address be-
fore the Committee on Labor, made the following interesting
statement. He testified on April 6, 1916, and this is what he
said:

When the European war is over and conservation and salva of
humanity is supplanted for human wreckage, then the nations of the
world will take rank and be measured by a néw standard. The rank
and standard will be determined by the nation’s attitude toward its
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wage earners—its common people—its masses. All those traditional
things which give a false rank and a false standard to nations must
now give way to the establishment of a true national life and higher
human betterment. National and industrial efficiency will correspond
with the degree of efliciency of the people of each nation, and an effi-
clent people can not exist in nations neglecting its wage earners—its
common people, its masses—and soclal insurance is the one and only
method of bringing to these people that efficlency that all successful
and progressive nations must possess, If our Nation is to maintain a
ranking position with the other nations, it must base its eligibility to
its assumed rank by its actual ability to meet all other nations in na-
tional, commercial, and industrial contests, and to survive these tests
its people must be as efficient as are contesting nations, and our Nation
must begin at once to grant cur people such opportunities and benefits
as will permit them to bring self-standardization and the highest degree
of efficlency.

The subject of social Insurance covers unemployment in-
surance, old-nge pensions, and health insurance. There will
be a very serious disarrangement of industry with the termina-
tion of the present war, and the war is going to end some day.
With the inevitable collapse of the indusfries now serving the
needs of war, with the suspension of many a normal industry,
the finding of a job will be quite a problem for many a man.
Millions of men will return from the camps and from the
battle fields to find their positions filled by women. There will
be great difliculty in adjusting industry to the changed condi-
tions, and then the evil of unemployment will present itself in
its most acute form. The time to take up the preparation for
that emergency and a comprehensive study of everything con-
nected with it is now.

We should now accumulate the necessary knowledge, so
whatever legislation we may be called on to enact will be based
upon knowledge, systematized, sifted, analyzed, and brought
up to date. There is a general impression that involuntary
unemployment is an occasional or accidental thing. 1t is not so.
Unemployment is inherent in the very system of production
which characterizes modern industry. There are industries
which from their very nature do not permit of constant em-
ployment, such as these which serve the caprices of fashion.
It is impossible for a merchant or a manufacturer to predict in
advance what demand there will be for a certain style of hat.
To-day the women choose a hat that will look like a skull cap
and to-morrow determine upon a hat that will look like a
telescope. All seasonal industries give employment only part
of the time.

The movements of labor incident to the removal of harvests
means the shifting of men from place to place. Every new in-
vention, every new machine, the application of a new method
of division of labor causes a temporary shifting and disasso-
ciation of the man from his job. Every change in the tariff,
the loss of a market, or the gain of a new one, a change in
international relations causes a shifting of men and the sepa-
rating of men from their jobs. Why, for that matter, competi-
tion among workers for wages can only exist on the basis of
the presence of a large number of unemployed, ready to take
for a lower wage and under worse conditions the places of
those who are employed. So unemployment in its very nature
is a part and parcel of the present system, which is no system,
but chaos incarnate. It is not an accident, it is not an ex-
traneous affair, but it is inherent and intrinsic, so far as the
present system of industry is concerned. Thinking men should
study the problem with the seriousness which it deserves. Dur-
ing the discussion of the little bill relating to the coal situation
in the District of Columbia the gentleman from Wyoming [Mr.
MoxpeLL] brought out the point that the miners did not work
during the summer; that the mines were idle and the miners
were idle. If there had been a comprehensive method, if there
had been a comprehensive system, if there had been somehow,
somewhere, some one who could suggest to the Government
what to do, we would have had the mines and miners working
during the summer, so there would have been at all times a
plentiful supply of coal and there would have been no unem-
ployment in an industry whose product is always neaded. In
England they adopted some time ago an elastic system of pro-
viding publie works, so as to increase the opportunity of the
unemployed to find work in times of acute distress. Every in-
dustrial crisis means unemployment. Do you gentlemen know
that the statistics of unemployment of 1910—statistics which
were never assorfed and published because they were so shock-
ing—showed the presence of such a large number cf unemployed
that nobody dared publish the facts? Every industrial crisis
brings with it hordes of unemployed, nor are these crises acci-
dents. They have been recurring almost regularly every 10.or
15 years. J -

We had a erisis in 1819, in 1837, in 1857, in 1873, in 1893, in
1907, and 1912, because of the anarchy and chaos in the modern
system of production. Goods are manufactured, not because
the people need them at that particular moment, but with the
object of sale at some time, the manufacturer taking the chance

of finding a market at some time and of eourse taking the chance
of finding themselves without customers to purchase their goods.

A permanent solution should be found. The long-tried reme-
dies of soup kitchens, vagrancy, and poor laws are out of date
and will not do. '

The fact that we are at war should not prevent us from taking
up the task. See what Germany has done during the war., In
the course of the hearing Mr. Stone brought out the fact that
Prussia, following the outbreak of the war, appropriated one
and a half million marks, or $375,000, to be spent in combating
unemployment through the construction of dikes, the draining of
swamps, reforestation, road building, and so forth.

Notwithstanding the extraordinary expenditures ealled for
by the war they found enough wisdom and enough statesman-
ship to take care of unemployment. If this contest we are now
engaged in will not terminate soon, we will have a great deal
of unemployment in industries that do not serve the purposes of
the war and which are necessarily disarranged. Take the great
ladies’ garment industry of New York. That industry is to-day
in distress beeause the average worker finds it hard, in view of
the rise of cost of food, to spend the necessary amount of money
for ladies’ garments, and the indusfry is suffering. There will
be a great deal of unemployment in other industries which do
not supply absolute necessities.

Mr. GARD. Will the gentleman yield for a question?

Mr. LONDON. With pleasure.

Mr. GARD. Can the gentleman advise the committee rela-
tively what proportion of involuntary unemployment there is at
this time?

Mr. LONDON. Oh, what I am looking into is the future——

Mr. GARD. I understand.

Mr. LONDON. I am not so much concerned for the present
moment. I assume there is less unemployment, less involun-
tary unemployment now than at any time in the history of the
country. :

Mr. GARD. Is there any?

Mr. LONDON. I assume in some branches of industry there
necessarily must be. Take an industry which manufactures
luxuries, for instance. \Whenever there is a crisis or when-
ever there is a sudden change in industry the first industries
to suffer are the industries that supply luxuries. You can not
transfer men from an industry of peace to an industry of war
without causing some unemployment. It is impossible for a
man who is working in an industry requiring but slight physiecal
effort to transfer himself at once and adapt himself at once to
another kind of work which requires a great deal of physical
exertion.

It all involves a great deal of suffering. I am looking to the
future and I speak for the to-morrow, for the day that is to
come, of the problems that will be upon us. I have not
attempted to present an exhaustive analysis of the subject,
Al T am trying to do now is to point out the necessity for
studying the problem.

The same thing is true about old-age pensions. The idea of
an old man, of a man who has been rendering useful service to
a community, finding himself at the age of 50 or 60 compelled
to resort to charity is a negation of the most elementary prin-
ciples of morality. You wonder why the German people to-day
stand so Toyally by a detestable form of government. You
wonder why so many social democrats have tolerated a form
of government that is dangerous to the German people and
dangerous to the world, and they answer that the German
Government, as wicked as it is, was clever enough to take care
of the old, to take care of the weak, to attempt to take the
thunder away from the Socialists in the eighties when they
introduced social insurance, when they introduced old-age pen-
slons and pensions for sickness and injury, so that vagrancy
and the need for charity have been reduced to the minimum.

I submit that the things that a feudalistic government could
do in order to bribe its people so that they might consent to a
continuance of it can be done by a free people in order to help
build a free, great, and big nation. The appointment of a com-
mission which will approach the subject with sympathy and
with a desire to know will help us to understand the problem
and to find a solution.

Several States have attempted to create similar commissions.
There is such a proposition before the Legislature of Massachu-
setts, but the problem is in its very nature national. It can not
be solved by the subdivision of a county or of a State, or even
by a State. Industry does not confine itself to geographical
limits, Commerce does not know State lines. Commerce and
industry are national and international. The problems of un-
employment, of old-age pensions, of health insurance, can not
be effectively solved by a subdivision of the American-people.
They are national problems and of national concern.
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The CHATIRMAN, The time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Chairman, I wish the gentleman from
Wisconsin [Mr. Beowxg] would use a little of his time.

Mr. BROWNE. No one has asked for any time on this side.

Mr. KEATING. So far as the Members on this side are con-
eerned, I will ask that the bill be read.

The CHAIRMAN, The Clerk will read the bill for amend-
ment.

Afr. BROWNE. As I understood the gentleman’s proposition,
it was to close general debate to-day and have the bill go over
auntil next Calendar Wednesday and then have it open to amend-
ment at that time. T therefore yielded up the time on general
debate with that understanding.

Mr. KEATING. If that was the understanding, I move that
the commitiee rise,

Mr. THOMAS. Are amendments in order now?

The CHAIRMAN. Not after the motion is made to rize.

The gentleman from Colorado [Mr. Keating] moves that the
eammittee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to. and the Speaker having resumed
the chair, Mr. Cox, Chairman of the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union, reported that that committee
had had under consideration House joint resolution 189. to pro-
vide for a commission to inquire inte the advisability of estab-
lishing national insurance against unemployvment, invalidity, and
sickness, and had come to no reselution thereon.

Mr. LONDON. Mr, Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to re-
wise and extend the remarks I made.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York asks mnani-
mous consent to revise and extend his remarks, Is there ob-
Jection?

There was no objection.

ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. KITCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to: accordingly fat 4 o'dlock and 7
minutes p. m.) the House, under its previous order, adjourned
until to-morrow, Thursday, January 10, 1918, at 11 o'clock a. m.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, ETC.

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, executive communications were
taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trunsmitting
a supplemental estimute for clerical assistance required by the
United States Puoblic Healfh Service for that portion of the
present fiscal year from February to June (H. Doc. No. 772) ; |
to the Committee on Appropriations and ordered to be printed. |

2. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting |
communication from the Commissioners of the District of Co- !
Jumbia submitting a supplemental estimate of appropriation re- |
quired by the District of Columbia for the fiscal year 1919
(H. Doe. No. 773) ; to the Committee on Appropriations and'
ordered to be pﬂnted

3. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmfttlngl
communication from the Secretary of the Interior submitting a |
supplemental estimate of appropriation required by the Bureau
of Indian Affairs for the fiscal year 1918 (H. Doc. No. 774) ; to |
the Committee on Appropriations and ordered to be printed. i

4. A letter from the chief clerk of the Court of Claims, trans-
mitting a copy of the findings of the court in the case of Mary
Ann Ford, danghter of William Boden, deceased, v. The United |
States (H. Doc. No. 775) ; to the Committee on War Claims and
ordered to be printed.

5. A letter from the chief clerk of the Court of Claims, trans-
mitting a copy of the findings of the court in the case of Thomas
J. Craycroft v. The United States (H. Doc. No. 776) ; to the
Committee on War Claims and ordered to be printed.

6. A letter from the chief clerk of the Court of Claims, trans-
mitting a copy of the findings of the court in the case of Nar-
cissa E. Wade, sister of Berry M. Webb, deceased, v. The United
States (H. Doc. No. 777) ; to the Committee on War Claims and
ordered to be printed.

7. A letter from the Acting Secretary of Labor, transmitting
a detaliled statement of the number of documents received and
the number distributed by the Department of Labor during the
fiscal year 1916 (H. Doc. No. '4""8} ; to the Committee on Ex-
penditures in the Department of Labor and ordered to be
printed.

8. A letter l'rom the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting
supplemental estimate of appropriation for the Bureau of War
Risk Insurance for the fiscal year 1918 (H. Doec, No. 779) ; to
the Committee on Appropriations and ordered to be printed.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS, -

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were sev-
erally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and
referred to the several calendars therein named, as folinws

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Commititee on Invalid Pensions, to
which was referred the bill of the House {H. R. 8406) granting
pensions and increase of pensions to certain soldiers and sailors
of the Civil War ‘and to certain widows and dependent children
of soldiers and sailors of said war, reported the same with
amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 235), which said bill
and report were referred to the Private Calendar,

PUBLIC BILLS, RESOLUTIONE, AND MEMORIALS,

Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials
were introduced and severally referred as follows:

By Mr. FESS: A bill (H. R. 8489) providing for the erection
of a public building for the city of Urbana, Champaign County,
Ohio; to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.

By Mr. LUFKIN : A bill {H. R. 8490) to authorize the acquisi-
tion of a site and the erection of a Federal building at Salem,
Mass.; to the Committee .on Public Buildings and Grounds.

By Mr. WALDOW : A bill (H. R. 8491) empowering the Presi
dent to take possession anC assume control of projects for the
generation of hydroelectric power from the waters of Niagara
R:!m. and for other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

By Mr. DAVIDSON: A bill (H. R. 8492) to imcrease pensions
of certain seldiers and sailors of the Civil War; to the Com-
mittee on Invalid Pensions,

By Mr. BORLAND: A bill {H. R. 8493) to regulate solicita-
tion of funds for educational, charitable, and philanthropie pur-
poses, and for war aid and war charity; to the Committee on
Education,

By Mr. GREGG: A bill {H. R. 8494) for the relief, civiliza-
tion, and education of the Alabama and Coushatta Indians, lo-
cated in Polk County, Tex. ; to the Committee on Indian Affairs,

By Mr. BANKHEAD : A bill (H. R. 8495) for increased allow-
ance for carriers vn rural free delivery mail routes; to the Com-
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads.

By Mr. RUSSELL: A bill (H. R. 8496) granting pensions and
increasz of pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the Civil
War and eertain widows and <dependent children of soldiers
and sailors of snid war; to the Committee of the Whole House
on the state of the Union,

By Mr. WHITE of Ohio: Resolution (H. Res. 214) to pay to
Oarl Polling, clerk of the late Hon. E. R, Bathrick, the sum of
$166; to the Committee on Aeccounts.

By Mr. FOSTER : Resolution (H. Res. 215) for consideration
of House joint resolution 200; to the Committee on Rules.

By Mr. POU: Resolution (H. Res. 216) to appoint a special
committee to consider all bills and resolutions pertaining to the
| development and utilization of water power; to the Committee
on Rules.

By Mr. TREADWAY : Resolution (H. Res. 217) instructing
the Clerk of the House to secure a service flag; to the Commitree
on the Judiciary.

By Mr. HICKS: Resolution (H. Res. 218) providing for an
investigntion of the Post Office Department in relation to the
transmission of mail to our forces abroud; to the Committee on
Rules.

By Mr. HUMPHREYS : Resolution (H. Res. 219, aufhorizing
the Doorkeeper to appoint an additional page; to the Committee
on Aecounts.

By Mr. GRAY of New Jersey: Joint resolution (H. J. Res.
210) for the adoption of an official country service flag by the
Government of the United Stutes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. DALLINGER: Joint resolution (H. J. Res. 211) creat-
ing a joint committee from the membership of the Senate Com-
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads and the House Committee
on the Post Office and Post Roads to investigate the present
condition of the Post Office Department and to report to Con-
gress such recominendations as will insure prompt and efficient
postal administration in the present emergency; to the Com-

mittee on Rules.

PRIVATE EILLS AND RESOLUTIONS.
Under «clanse 1 of Rule XXII. private bills and resolutions
were introduced and severally referred as follows:
By Mr. ASHBROOK : A bill (H. R. 8497) granting a pension
to George F. Bostwick; to the Comunittee on Pensions.
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~Also, a bill (H. R. 8498) granting a pension to Crawford
Byers; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8499) granting a pension to Bert Wassem;
to the Committee on Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8500) granting a pension to Eduard Me-
Connell ; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8501) granting a pension to Minnie E.
Lowery ; to the Jommittee on Pensions.

By Mr. BESHLIN: A bill (H. R. 8502) granting a pension to
Luecinia Bartholomew; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

- By Mr. BOOHER: A bill (H. R. 8503). granting an increase
of pension to Lewellyn L. Johnson ; to the Committee on Invalid
Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8504) granting an increase of pension to
George Pugh; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8505) granting an inerease of pension to
Stephen K. Lyons; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8506) granting an increase of pension to
Isaac H. Hull; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. BROWNE: A bill (H. R. 8507) granting a pension to
John Sellers; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. CARY: A bill (H. R. 8508) granting a pension to
William Thompson; to the Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. CAPSTICK : A bill (H. R. 8509) for the relief of Paul
Guenther (Inec.) and Paul Guenther and Olga Guenther; to the
Committee on Claims.

By Mr. CRAMTON : A bill (H. R. 8510) granting an increase
of pension to Jeremiah Hyatt; to the Committee on Invalid
Pensions.

By Mr. DARROW : A bill (H. R. 8511) granting a pension to
Mary Ann MeMaihn; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8512) for the relief of William Thomas
Winstanley; to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. DENISON: A bill (H. R. 8513) granting a pension to
Eliza Frederick; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. DOREMUS : A bill (H. R, 8514) granting a pension to
Charles H. Jessee; to the Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. ELLIOTT: A bill (H. R. 8515) granting a pension to
Mary E. Beitzell; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. FESS: A bill (H. R. 8516) granting an increase of
pension to Salathiel Jackson; to the Committee on Invalid Pen-
sions.

By Mr. KAHN: A bill (H. R. 8517) granting a pension to E.
Dora Cutler; to the Committee on Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8518) granting a pension to Lida G.
Frantz; to the Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. KEARNS: A bill (H. RR. 8519) granting a pension to
Martha B. Thompson ; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8520) granting a pension to John H. Norris;
to the Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania: A bill (H. R. 8521) for the
relief of J. Homer Reed ; to the Committee on Claims,

Also, a bill (H. R. 8522) for the relief of Albert C. Burgess;
to the Committee on Claims.

By Mr. KIESS of Pennsylvania: A bill (H. R. 8523) granting
an increase of pension to Thomas F. Regan, alias George 8. Ben-
nett; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. KRAUS: A bill (H. R. 8524) granting an increase of
pension to Harlan Cowgill; to the Committee on Invalid Pen-
sions,

Also, a bill (H. R. 8525) granting a pension to James Hall; to
the Committee on Invalid Pensions,

By Mr. LITTLEPAGE: A bill (H. R. 8526) granting an in-
crease of pension to Jarrett E. Burgess; to the Committee on
Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill' (H. R. 8527) for the relief of George Miller; to the
Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. MORGAN: A bill (H. R. 8528) granting an increase
of pension to Phebe Schonhoff ; to the Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. OVERMYER: A bill (H. R, 8529) granting a pension
to Sophronia Lemmon ; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8530) granting a pension to George W, Ear-
hart; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. POWERS: A bill (H. R. 8531) granting a pension to
Taylor Hoskins; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8532) granting a pension to Joel Petrey;
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also,.a bill (H. R. 8533) granting a pension to William Slze—
more ; to the Committee on Pensions,

By Mr. PURNELL: A bill (H. R. 8534) granting a pension to
William A. Brown ; to the Committee on Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8535) granting a pension to Charles F.
Burton ; to the Committee on Pensions.

Also; a bill (H. R. 8536) granting a pension to Clyde A.
Klinger; to the Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. RAINEY : A bill (H. R. 8537) granting an increase of
pension to David Lemon ; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8538) granting an increase of pension to
Thomas A. Peters; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8539) granting an increase of pension to
James Altic; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8540) granting an increase of pension to
John H. Bright; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions,

Also, a bill (H. R, 8541) granting an increase of pension to
Montgomery Z. Sweet; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8542) granting a pension to Margia Alice
Raines; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R, 8543) granting a pension to William 8.
Harrell, alias James Strawther; to the Committee on Invalid
Pensions,

Also, a bill (H. R. 8544) granting a pension to Sarah E. Hall;
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. ROWLAND: A bill (H. R. 8545) for the relief of
Leonore M. Sorsby; to the Committee nn Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. STEDMAN : A bill (H. R. 8546) for the relief of John
G. Young; to the Committee on Claims.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8547) for the relief of Levi . Whitted ; to
the Commlttee on Claims.

By Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi: A bill (H. R. 8548) for
the relief of certain pay officers of the United States Navy; to
the Committee on Claims.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8549) for the relief of Paymaster Alvin
Hovey-King, United States Navy; to the Committee on Claims,

Also, a bill (H. R. 8550) for the relief of Col. Henry L. New-
bold ; to the Committee on Claims.

By Mr. SWITZER: A bill (H. R. 8551) granting an increase
of pension to Frank H. Bruce; to the Committee on Pensions,

Also, a bill (H. R. 8552) granting a pension to William Patter-
son ; to the Committee on Pensions,

By Mr, TALBOTT: A bill (H. R. 8553) granting a pension to
John Lippincott ; to the Committee on Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8554) for the relief of William Henry ; to
the Committee on Claims.

By Mr. TAYLOR of Colorado: A bill (H. R. 8553) granting
an increase of pension to Edward Springer ; to the Committee on
Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. TOWNER: A bill (H. IR. 8556) granting a pension fo
1. Lillis Pettit; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. WHITE of Maine: A bill (H. R. 8557) granting a pen-
sion to Annie T. La Marche; to the Commitiee on Invalid- Pen-
sions.

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, petitions and papers were laid
on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows:

By the SPEAKER (by request): Resolutions of the City
Federation of Colorado Springs, Colo. ; City Council of Colorado
Springs, Colo.; and the Delaware branch of the National
Woman's Party, urging the submission of the suffrage amend-
ment; to the Committee on Woman Suffrage.

Alsy (by request), resolutions of Universal Commandery,
No. 476, A. and L. 0. K. of M., Sewickley, Pa., favoring the
Moore purple eross bill (H. R. 5410) or the Wolcott purple cross
bill (8. 2692) ; to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Also (by request), resolutions of the City Council of Min-
neapolis, Minn., requesting Congress to pass a law punishing
those guilty of impeding or interfering with the United States
Government in prosecut[ng the war; to the Committee on Mili-
tary Affairs,

Also (by request), resolutions of United Mine Workers of
Ameriea, pledging the loyalty and support of that organization
in carrying on the war, and promising not to strike or stop work
ul:;.ess life or health is at stake; to the Committee on Military
Affairs.

By Mr. BROWNE : Petition of 289 residents of Wood County,
Wis,, favoring the Federal suffrage amendment; to the Com-
mittee on Woman Suffrage.

By Mr. CARY: Petition of the Wisconsin Association Op-
posed to Woman Suffrage, against passage of the Susan B.
Anthony amendment; to the Committee on Woman Suffrage.

Also, petition of the American Society of Equity, relative to
Government controlling the railroads; to the Committee on In-
terstate and Foreign Commerce,

Also, petition of the National League of Postmasters of the
United States, favoring increase in pay of fourth-class post-
masters; to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.

-
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Also, petition of the National Council of Women, favoring
passage of the Federal suffrage amendment; to the Committee
on Woman Suffrage.

By Mr. CLARK of Pennsylvania: Petition of George R.
Downs and 21 other citizens of Erie, Pa., praying for the enact-
ment of Senate bill B0E3, for the repair, preservation. care, and
future maintenance of the restored naval brig Niagare; to the
Committee on Naval Affairs. 3

By AMr. COADY : Memorial of Bohemian (Czech) and Slovak
citizens of Baltimore City, Md., declaring their loyalty to the
United States; to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. DALE of New York: Petition of R. J. Caldwell Co.,
of New York, favoring woman suffrage; to the Committee on
Woman Suffrage,

Also, memorial of the Mert,hants Association of New York,
agninst the zone system to second-class mail matter; to the
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.

By Mr. DRUKKER : Memorial of the Passaic County (N. I.)
Board of Agriculture, relative to the farm-labor situation Iin
New Jersey; to the Committee on Agriculture,

By Mr. ESCH : Petition of the Vernon County board of super-

visors, National Council of Women, favoring woman suffrage;
to the Committee on Woman Suffrage.
_ Also, memorial of the Wisconsin State Council of Defense,
relative to Mewmbers of Congress from Wisconsin giving their
support to the President of the United States; to the Committee
on Military Affairs,

Also, petition of the American Society of Equity, favoring
Government control of railroads; to the Committee on Inter-
state ana Foreign Commerce.

By Mr. FESS: Petitions of various women’s organizations in
Marysville, Ohio, urging prohibition as a war measure; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. FULLER of Illinois: Petition of the National Ameri-
ean Woman Suffrage Association, favoring the adoption of the
Federal suffrage amendment; to the Committee on Woman
Suffrage.

Also, petition of the National League of Postmasters of the
United States, desiring more pay for fourth-cluss postmasters;
to the Committee on the Post Office and Po:t Roads.

Also, memorial of the National Union American Society of
Equity. relative to the railread situation; to the Committee on
Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

Also, petition of the New Jersey Assoclation Opposed to
Woman Suffrage, opposing the adoption of the Federal suf-
frage amendment; to the Committee on Woman Suffrage.

Also, petition of Frank Bogard, of La Salle, IlL, for the relief
of rural carriers; to the Committee on the Post Office and Post
Ronds.

By Mr. HILLIARD : Memorial of Denver Typographical Union,
No. 49, urging passage of House bill 1654, granting an increase
in pay to post-office clerks and letter carriers; to the Committee
on the Post Office and Post Roads.

Also, petition of Laura C. Hollschneider, Isis O. Mackenzie,
Hailie S. Lock, Harriett T. Dougherty, Elvina A. Baker. C. H,
Pettenger, Mary H. Blakely, Jennie C. McGehe, Una G. Roberts,
M. D., Matilda Bowman, Mattie MacNeill, Lina Johnson, Emil
Johnson, Cora E. Lind, Emma E. Smith, Willlam S. White,
Mrs. Caroline White, Walter C. Beall, Mary A. Wascha, Ida A.
Hart, Melissa Ruddett, A. B. Hart, Albert E. Chase, John W,
Hart, Mary E. Hughes, Mary Wascha, Terence Hughes, Martin
John Suhy. Willlam A. Grund, and Mrs. Willlam A. Grund, all
of Denver, Colo,, urging the immediate adoption of the national-
suffrage amendment ; to the Committee on Woman Suffrage.

By Mr. KAHN: Papers to accompany a bill granting a pen-
sion to E. Dora Cutler; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, petition of the Alaska Tisherman’s -Union, urging the
passage of House bill 5875, for the erection of a general hospital
on or near the shores of Bristol Bay, Alaska ; to the Committee
on the Territories.

Also, resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of Qtockton,
Cal.; Chamber of Commerce of Santa Barbara County, Cal.;
San Luis ¢ )hispo Chamber of Commerce ; Chamber of Commerce
of San Jose, Cal.; and the Humboldt C‘hﬂmber of Commerce,
Eureka. Cal., indorsing the proposed military highway from
Blaine, Wasl., to San Diego, Cal,, as a means of protection to
the Pacific const; to the Committee on Military Affairs,

By Mr. KIESS of Pennsylvania: Petition of citizens of Lock
Haven, Pa., favoring woman suﬂrage to the Committee on
Woman Snﬂ’m

By Mr. LINTHICUM : Letters and telegrams from 16 citizens
of Baltimore, Md., askin: for the submission of the Federal
suffrage ameudment; to the Committee on Woman Suffrage.

Also, letters and telegrams from six Baltimore citizens against
the suffrage amendment ; to the Committee on Woman Suffrage,

Also, memorial from the Maryland Woman Sufirage Associa-
tion, the Woman Suffrage League of Maryland, and of the Balti-
more Yearly Meeting of the Religions Society of Friends,
urging favorable vote ob the suffrage amendment; to the Coms-
mittee on Woman Suffrage.

Also, petition of A, R. Katz and the members of the firm of
Lyon. Conklin & Co. (Inc.), urging the passage of the Chamber-
lain universal military training bill ; to the Committee on Mili-
tary Affairs.

Also, petition of the Traffic Club, of Baltimore, Md., favoring
the Madden bill, H. R. 1654 ; to the Committee on the Post Office
and Post Reads.

Also, a letter from McCormick & Co., Baltimore. Md., protesting
against the reduction of second-class postage rates; to the Com-
mitee on the Post Office and Post Roads.

Also, petition of the E. E. Jackson Lumber Co., Baltimore,
M., relative to eight hours a day for all workers; to the Com-
mittee on Labor.

Also, petition of 8. Nalle Sons, Baltimore, Md., against repeal
of the bankruptey law; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Also, petition of the S<hapiro Waist Co., against the repeal
of the bankruptey law; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. LONERGAN: Petition of 68 citizens of Hartford
County, Conn., in favor of the Susan B. Antheny amendment;
to the Committee on Woman Suffrage.

By Mr. LUFKIN : Petitions of citizens of Manchester, Mass,,
favoring woman suffrage ; to the Committee on Woman Suflrage.

By Mr. MORGAN: Petition of numerous citizens of Noble
County, Okla., praying for an amendment to the Constitution
expressing our national acknowledgment of Almighty God; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. PRATT : Petition of the New York State Wholesale
Bakers' Association, by Mr. F. W. Dawdy, treasurer, Elmira,
N. Y., favoring congressional acticn to fix the price of corn,
barley, rye, and oats in the same manner as has been done in
fixing the price of wheat; to the Committee on Agrieulture.

Also, petition of the New York State Wholesale Bakers' As-
sociation, by the Nye Baking Co., of Owego, N. Y.. favoring ap-
propriate action to fix the price of corn, barley, rye, and oats in
the same manner as has been done in the price of wheat; to the
Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. PRICE: Petition of men and women of Cecil County,
Md., favoring the woman-suffrage amendment; to the Commit-
tee on Woman Suffrage.

By Mr. SIEGEL: Resolution of the Bronx Board of Trade,
New York City, N. Y,, protesting against the discontinuance of
the pneumatic-mail service for New York City; to the Com-
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads.

By Mr. STEVENSON : Petition of prominent men and women
of Lancaster County. 8. C., desiring the immediate submission
of the Federal suffrage amendment; to the Committee on
Woman Suffrage.

By Mr. STINESS : Petition of sumdry citizens of the State of
Rhode Island, favoring woman suffrage; to the Committee on
Woman Suffrage.

By Mr. TINKHAM: Papers to accompany bill granting an
increase of pension to Ebenezer H. Spaulding; to the Committee
on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. VESTAL: Petition of rural letter carriers of Madison
County, Ind., urging increase in salary, ete.; to the Committee
on the Post Office and Post Roads.

Also, petition of citizens of the eighth distriet of Indiana,
urging passage of Federal suirmge amendment; to the Com-
mittee on Woman Suffrage.

SENATE.
Taurspay, Jenuary 10, 1918.

The Chaplain, Rev. Forrest J. Prettyman, D, D., offered the
following prayer:

Almighty God, in the midst of the world’s great clamor
for justice and freedom we pray that Thou wilt help us first
of all to be just to ourselves, that we may hold ourselves to
the highest standard, that we may appear before God clear
upon Thy book, that our hearts may be right in Thy sight. If
we are just to ourselves we know that we ean afford to be
generous to others. So do Thou mold us according to Thy
will and enable us to bring ourselves completely into submis-
sion to the Divine will. To this end do Thou bhless us and guide
us to-day. For Christ’s sake. Amen.

Mr., SMOOT. Mr, President, I suggest the absence of a
quorum. :
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