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By Mr. CLARK of Florida:· Petition of J. D. Bush and many 
other citizens of the State of Florida, favoring universal com­
pulsory military training; to the Committee on ~Iilitary Af-
fuk& -

By Mr. DALE of New York: Petitions of municipal engineers 
of city of New York and National Guard of State of New York, 
favoring universal military training; to the Committee on Mili­
tary Affairs. 

Also, memorial of Chamber of German-American Commerce 
of New York, against the British blockade, etc.; to the Commit­
tee on Foreign Affairs. 

By M1·. EAGAN: Memorial of New Hampshire Committee of 
Public Safety, relatiYe to Go\ernment recognizing that a state 
of war now exists ; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Al o, memorial of Hamilton Club of Chicago and Universal 
Service Committee of Veterans of National Guard and Naval 
Militia of New York, fa\oring univer al military training; to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, petition of R. l\1. Forbes, of Milton, Mass., against uni­
versal military training; to the Committee on 1\lilitru·y Affairs. 

By Mr. ESCH: Memorial of Hamilton Club of Chicago and 
Universal Serviee Committee of Veterans of National Guard 
and Naval Militia of New York, fa\oring universal military 
training; to the Committee on l\lilitary Affair . 

Also, petition of 60 Milwaukee citizens fayoring thorough 
naval and military preparation; to the Committee ou Forefgn 
Affairs. 

Also, petition of sundry citizens of Wi con ·in against this 
counh·y in war ; to the Committee ou Foreign ..cV'fairs. 

Also, petition of sundry citizeus of Wiscou. iu ·against sec­
tion 10 of House bill 19810, relatiYe to increa e of postal rates 
by zones; to the Committee on the Po t Office and Post Roads. 

Also, petition of sundry citizen of Dorchester, Wi ., agaiu t 
Roman Catholic hierarchy bringing about a state of war be­
tween the United States and Mexico; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. FLYNN: Petition of Aurora Benevolent Society, of 
Brooklyn, N. Y., favoring embargo on food tuffs; to the Com­
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By 1\Ir. HASTINGS: Petitions of G. H. Avery and others, of 
Muskogee, Okla .. against this country in "·ar with Germany; 
to the Committee on l\lilitary Affairs. 

Also, petition of John l\1. Taylor, of Claremore, Okla., rela­
tive to standiug by the Pr.e ident; to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

By 1\Ir. HOLLINGSWORTH: Memorial of D . .A. Burt, L. S. 
Thompson, and 13 others, of_ La Belle Iron Works, Steuben­
ville, Ohio, fa\oring compulsory military trainicg; to the Com­
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Also, memorial of Friend Peace Committee of Winona; 
Friends Society of Adena, Ohio; Yearly Meeting of Friends, 
Philadelphia, Pa. ; and many other mem'Jers of Friends' so­
cieties, against ·war and compul ory military training ; to the 
Committee on l\Iilitru·y Affairs. 

By Mr. 1\:IOTT: Memorial of New York Southern Society, of 
New York City, supporting the President and favoring universal 
military service; to the Committee on 1\lilitary Affairs. 

By l\1r. ROWE: 1\Iemorial of citizens of Englewood, N. J., 
and Harvard Club, of Boston, Mass., pledging support to the 
President of the United State ; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Also, memorial of Union Club, of Boston; :\len's Bible Class 
of the Bethany Pre byterian Church, of Brooklyn, N. Y. ; The 
Bronx Board of Trade ; board of trustees of the City Club, of 
New York; Hamilton Club, of Chicago; and American Institute 
of Mining Engineer , favoring univer al military training; to 
the Committee on 1\Iilitai·y Affairs. 

By 1\!r. SHOUSE: Petition of mothers of Great Bend and 
Ellinwood, Kans., against war; to the Committee on Foreign 
·Affairs. 

Also, petition of citizens of the State of Kansas, fa\oring na­
tional prohibition; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, pet~tion of churches of Gray County, Kans., against com­
pulsory military service; to the Committee on 1\lilitary Affairs. 

By Mr. SMITH of 1\lichigan: Petition of John Bodke and 85 
citizens of Battle Creek, 1\fich., against entering European war; 

. to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
By Mr. SNYDER: Petitions of New York State Agricultural 

Society and Utica (N. Y.) Chamber of Commerce, supporting 
the President and Congre s in present situation with Germany; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
. Also, petition of 600 employees of tJ1e Library Bureau, Ilion, 

N. Y., to sustain the honor of the Nation in the present situa­
tion ; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By l\lr. WARD: Petition of J. L. D. Smith and others of 
Hudson, N. Y., relative to establi hment of a Federal motion­
picture comJ?ission; to the Committee ori Education. 

SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, Ap1'il 4, 1917. 

The Senate met at 10 o'clock a. m. 
n_ev. J. L. Kibler, of the city of Washington, offered the fol-

lowmg prayer : • 
0 God, our heavenly Father, at this time of o-reat concern 

in our national life, let us understand that we n~ed more ancl 
more to l~an upon Thy trong arm. We not only neeu Thee in 
any confhct that may be forced upon us by a foreign power, but 
we need T~ee at t~is time in the establishment of policies that 
shall be fau·, and JU t, and right in the sio-ht of God and man 

Forbid that any selfish or umYorthy motlve should enter om: 
minds. Though we may be dealing with a Government that 
seems to igno~e our rights and scorn our country's power, yet 
may we deal m a _manner that shall be in harmony with Thy 
laws and shall wm the approbation of our own enlightenetl 
conscience.·. 

In the midst of the excited world of to-day, give us calm 
composure and sober thought. Thy servants- upon whom rests 
the great responsibility of the issues involved need the use of 
their best thoug~t and: unclouded judgment. 0 God, grant that 
these men,_ appomted m Thy providence to sene their country, 
may act w1sely to-day in considering the principles and detaiu 
of e\ery resolution that may be presented. l\lay they be 
guarde~ safely against all errors and reach the highest point 
of efficiency, so that theie conclusions may win the approval of 
.the great Ruler over all the worlds and result in bringing an 
early and permanent peace, with real blessings, to every nation 
under the sun. May the Prince of Peace speedily permeate the 
thought of aH mankind. We ask it in the name of Jesus our 
Lord and Savior. Amen. ' 

'V ARREN . G. HAnDING, a Senator from the· State of Ohio, and 
~ARK ;r'RAJ.IMELL, a Senator from the State of Florida, appeared 
m the1r seats to-day. . 

The Journal of yesterday's proceedings wa read and appro\ed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
message from the House of Representatives, by J. C. South, 

it Cllief Clerk, announced that the House had passed a bill 
(H. H. 12) · making appropr.iations to supply deficiencies in ap­
propriations for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1917, and prior 
fiscal years, and for other purposes, in which it requested the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

Tl~e me sage also communicated to the Senate the ihtelli­
gence of. the death of the Hon. CYRus A. SULLOWAY, late a Rep­
resentative from the State of New Hampshire and transmitted 
resolutions of the Hou e thereon. ' 

PETITIO ~S AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. GALLI1'\GER. I pre ent a telegram from Richard l\1. 
Faulkner, of Keene, N.H., who, in behalf o: the Harvard Club 

of Keene, strongly urges the immediate passage of a bill for 
uni\ersal military training and service. I moye that it ue 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 
1\lr. POINDEXTER. I pre ent a telegram embodying a reso­

lution adopted at a meeting of citizens of the State of \Vashing-
ton, which I ask may be printed in the RECORD. -

There being no objection, the telegram was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD, as follows : 

SEATTLE, WAsrr., March 81, 1911. 
WASHIXGTO~ DELEGATION IN Co ·cRESS, 

· Cm·e Senato1· Miles Poindea:te1·, Washington, D. 0.: · 
We respectfully submit herewith the following resolution: 

"Whereas full page advertisements have appeared in the Seattle papers 
to-day requesting the people of the West to appeal to President 
Wilson and the Members of the Sixty-fifth Congress to refrain from 
any acts oi reprisal against the Imperial German Government : 
Now therefore be it 

({Resolved by a mass meeting called in. the city of Renton, Wash., 
March 80, 11J11, as follows: 

"First. We pledge to the President of the United States and to the 
Fede~a_l G~vernment our united support, the active service of every man 
of mil1tary age, and every dollar of our resources in support of the 
position taken and to be taken by the United States of America. 

"Second. ·we urge upon the President and upon Congress the early 
passage of an adequate universal military-training bill . 

" Third. We urge upon the President and upon Congress the righteous· 
ness of an immediate . declaration of war upon the Imperial German 
Government in protest against the violation of the rights of American 
citizens upon the high seas. 

• 
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"Fourth. We urge upon the President an{} 11pon C~ngress the active 

participation ot tbe armed forces of the United States, both Army ac<l 
Nav¥, in aid -of tl1e destruction of Prussian militaiism. 

"Fifth. Thut a copy hereof shoukl be tmmediately transmitted to the 
President of the United States and to the Members of Cong1:ess from 
the State of Washington." 

:Passed March 30, 1917. 
THOMAS :Dons ON, 0hairnta1t, 
PAUL W. HOUSER, Seoro(arlf, 

• Renton, Wash. 

Mr. RAFROTH. r d.e ire to present to the Senate a resolu­
tion which I haTe ju. t r€ceived~ pa: sed at a mass meeting of 
citizens of Colorado in the city of Denver on March 31, 1917, and 
request that it be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the resolution was ordered to be 
printed in the REcoRD, a follows : 

We, citizens of Den\er, .and others resident in Colorado, in mass 
meeting assembled on March 31,1917, make the following declarations: 

In the present. national crisis we ;pledge our loyalty in defense of 
the honor, rights, and jUst in terests of our country, believing that 
Congress, and the administration will take quick, dedsive, efficient, anj 
ad(.'quate ac-tion to meet all possible emergencies, p-re. ent and future. 

·w·e bold that in the pre ent condition of th-e world thorough pl'e­
paredness is necessary to giY"e force to the ideals of numan rights and 
of universal peace for whlch this country stands. 1'ot only our 
rights, but onr place in the council of nations, ou-r civiliza-tion, .and 
our bopes of permanent world peace a..re at .stake, and this country in 
its united -strength should stand ready to enforce its appeals. 

Every citizen of a democracy should be prepared and ready at all 
times to do his part in upholding free institutions and in protecting 
the country against invasion or agg.ressl.on of any kind. We the.t·efore 
urge the immediate enactment of a bill f-or universal military training, 
thus ;providing for a permanent nat ional defense based upon the duty 
of eY"ery able-bodied citizen to share in the protection of his country 
and ·in the maintenance of its -high ideals. ~ 

Acts of the GNman Government in the p.resent conflict disclose prin­
ciples of national conduct wbich are inconsistent with the principles, 
the purposes, and aspirations of this Republic and of all free peoples. 
It bas committed act of war against the United States. In violation 
of the fundamentals of international law and the dictates of humanity 
it has forlJiddcn us our rights in the use of the high seas, attempted to 
enforce its edicts by unlawful submarine warfare, destroyed our ships, 
and mm·det·ed our citizens. lt would otrer a portion of our territory, 
including a part of the ·tate of Colorado, as a bribe to induce Mexic'o 
and .Japan to join in war against us. "Therefore we declat·e our deep 
corrnction that the time has come to adopt the .most V-igorous and com­
prehensive measures and means for the national defense a:nd the defense 
of civilization. and we urge upon Congress to give full support to 
every step that may be taken by the -administration to vinrucate the 
n-ational honor and the national right. ' 

.JAMES H. BAKER, 
T . .J. O'DON~'"ELL, 
"WILLIAM H. GABBERT~ 
N. WAr:;TER -Drxox, 
RICHAUD CRAWFORD CA:IlPBELL, 
LIJCIUS HA"LLETT, 

C'()ntmittee on Resolutions. 
Tinanimously indorsed by the general commrttee. 
General oommittee: James H. Baker, Fran"k D. Baldwin, W. J . 

Barker, Harry E. Bellamy, W. N. • Blayney, I. I. Boak, .James C. 
Bulger, Dewey C . . Bailey, Richard Crawfo1·d Campbell, Mrs. L . :ro. 
Campbell, Newcomb Cleveland, I;larry C. Davis, N. Walter Dixon, W. D. 
Downs, Livingston Fen·ana, William E . Fisher, Rabbi Wi1liam S. Fried­
man, William H . Gabbert, Dr. Tboma.s J". Gallaher, .A.djt. Gen. H. P . 
Gamble, J. B. Grantt. .. )\frs. J. B. Grant, Gov. Julius C. Gunter, James 
F . Hadley, Lucius .tlallett, Mrs. Lucius Hallett, A.rthm· C. Hamm, 
Horace N . Hawkins, W. A. Hover. Gerald Hughes, Thomas W. Jaycox, 
Bishop Irving P . Johnson, W. Harry Leona-rd, Cha:rles Loughridge, 
A. D. Lewis, Burne Lewisf .Rev. ClJarles H. Marshall, Rev. Charles L . 
Mead, Rev. Hugh L. hld enamin Edward 1\fonash, Dr. R. B . Moore, 
C. S . l\:1orey, Ernest ~lorris, J. K. Mullin, Sanford S. Murphey, T. J . 
O'Donnell, Canton O'Donnell, James A. Pulliam, Harry Rnffner, FOT­
rest Rutherford, Her!Jert S. Sands, Ralph W. Smith, Thomas B. Stearns, 
F. F. Struby, Frank hl. Taylor. William C. Thornton, L. F . Twitchell, 
Philip Van Clse, Robert F . Weitbrec, Frank El. Wheeler, Jesse M. 
Wheelock, S . Harrison White, E . E. Whitted, and F. A . Williams. 

RALPH W. SMITH, 
EiiJect,tive Chairman. 

JUr. SHEPP AnD. I pre ent sundry telegrams, which I ask 
may be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the telegrams were ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD, .as follows : 

Senator :liORil.lS SHEPPAR O, 
Washi,lgton, D. C. 

EL PASO, TEX.~ A..prU S, ~11. 

DEAR SIR : The Rebecca Stoddard Chapter, Daughters American 
Revolution, of El Pa o, Tex., heartily indorse President Woodrow 
"\Yilson in his platform of preparedness and patriotism. 

Ron. MoRms SHEPPARD, 
Washington~ D . 0. : 

Mrs. L. L . ROBIXSON, 
Regent. 

Mrs. M. . STROXG, 
Oorres-po11cd.ing Secretary. 

J ACKSOX\ILLF.~ TE:X., April 2, 1911. 

The citizens of Jac.ksonville, Tex., in ·ma.ss meeting assembled adopted 
resolotio.ns un.'lnimously iudor ing the .action already taken by the 
President in meeting the present crisis and will indor e any means be 
and tbc Congress may adopt in tile future for the protection of Ameri­
can rights, ii-ves, nnd pro-perty.· 

D. B. DASHIELL~ 
C. R. MARTIN, 
0. D . J"O!'o!ES, 

~mmittce. 

Senator l\Ionms SHEPP.!no, 
Washington, D . 0.: 

SAN ANT0:!'\10, TE:x., A.p1·il 2, 191:1. 

Our organization, representing a large, active, nnd -representative 
body of our citizenship, unanimously passed resolutions aavocating the 
passage of the universal-service bill. We urge you to lend your hearty 
support to the President in these trying timer~. 

SALESM .. H;SIIIP CLUB OF SAN ANTOXIO. 

YOAKU:.U, T EX., April S, 1fJ11 •. 
Senator MORRIS SIIEPPARD, 

United States Senate, Waslli-ngto1l~ D. C.: 
The Yoakum Commercial Club, 3.00 strong, earnestly request that you 

cooperate ~'ith .and support our President in carrying out his policy as 
expres ed m b1s personal message to· Congress. 

IlENRY S. PAULS, 
Chairman Committee. 
J. K. JCLKINS, 
c. E. GILBERT, 

Bon. l\.Iomus Snv.r-PAltD, 
Washillgton, EJ. 0.: 

STIER:.UA"X~ TEx.,. April 2, 1911. 

The. faculty of Austin College urge that you give your support to 
followmg 1·ecommem.Ja1.ion : (1) As to military service, that we as a 
~ation continue the plnn of Regular .Army, militia, ana -volunteers; (2) 
m ca e of 'Wflr we de~;ire ·Congress to declare for an aggressive form of 
~~ . 

T. S. CLYCE, President. 

ACS1'IN, TE'X., Apl'il II, 1911. 
Bon. MonRrs SHEPPARD, 

United States Senate, Washington, D. 0 . : 
.Austin lodge to-night unanhLons\y passed strong resolution indorsing 

President's oourse and pledging pra.ctica.l suppol't in ·peace or war. 
Resolution follows by II4'l.il. 

E. R. CORXWELr., Se01·etary. 

~Ir. SHEPPARD. I also present a ·communication fr m the 
Manufacturers' Club, ·Of an Antonio, Tex., which r ask mny be 
printed in the REOORD. 

'l.'here being no objection, the communication was ordered to 
be printed in the RECORD, as follows: 

SAN AXTOXIO, TEx., Mm·ch 29, 1iJ11. 
Senn tor hlORRI3 SHEPPARD, 

Washington, D . C. 
DEAR Sm: At a meeting of the Manufacturers' Club of San Antonio, 

Tex., held the 27th day of 1\Iarcb, 1917
1 
it witS unanimously agreecl that 

the following reso"lution be commumcated to the President of the 
United States, and that this also be sent to the Secretary of War, the 
Senators for Texas, the Representative in CongreBS from this district, 
and to the commanding general of 1"his department at Fort Srun 
Houston : 

" Moved by the dictates of patriotism aDll a profound sense of the 
obligation incumbent upon .all citi~ens to upbo1d our ·Government 'in 
·times of crti;is, 'the members of the :M:anufactorers' 'Clnb of San An­
tonio, Tex., pledge their support and that of the club, .as .an organiza­
tion, to the President of the United -states in maintaining the <lignity 
and ho:n.or of our country and in the -so]ution of the problems which 
may present themselves in .connection therewith, and, as a means to 
that end, unreservedly proll'er the cooperation of the industrial plants 
r~presented by the members of the Manufacturers' Club to the Presi­
dent and ·GO"Vernment of the United ~tates." 

We .have the honor to be, sir, · 
Faitb'fully, yours, 

MANUFACTURERS' CLUB -QF SAN ANTOXlO. 
G. G. G"EIE~ President, 
CHA.s. LEEL~ Bect·etary. 
D. J . STRAUS, 
ALBERT ST-EVES, Jr., 
Tnos. G. HAY, 

Committee. 

Mr. 1\lcLEAl~ presented petitions of sundry citizens of Dan­
bury and Hartford, in the S.tate of Connecticut, praying that 
the United States remain .a.t peace, which were referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented petitions of the 1\fen's League of the First 
Congregational .Church of ·waterbury; of the Eaton Gum~d 
Veteran Association, of Meriden; and of sundry citizens of 
Granby, Hru'tford, and New Ha-ven, ullin tbe State of Connec­
ticut, praying for univers..-'1.1. compulsory military training, which 
rwere re-ferred to the Committee ·on Military A.f.Eairs. 

1\Ir. FRANCE presented a petition of the Independent Citi­
?:ens' Union, of Maryland, declaring "'faith and allegiance to the 
Unite(l States .and favoring ·universal military .training, which 
was refelTed to the ·Committee on Military Affail·s. 

He also presented resolutions adopted by ·Local Union No. 
2819, United Mine Wo·rkers of America, of Frostburg, Md., 
favoring free speech, free {)ress, nnd free assemblage, and re­
monstrating against universal military training, which were 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. COLT ·presented a memorial of the .Society of 1\Iayflowe.t· 
Descendants in Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, re­
monstrating against the violation of BelgiUill by th~ Germans, 
indoTsing the action of the President in severing diplomatic re­
lations with the German Government, pledging support to the 
.President in preparedness, .and urging universal military train­
ing, 'W.hich was .referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
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1\Ir. WATS_ON presented a petition of 4,000 citizens of In­
dianapoli , Ind., favoring an immediate declaration of war on 
Germany and praying for the adoption _ of uni"versal military 
training, which was ordered to lie on the table. · 

lUr. THOMPSON. Mr. President, I present an article which 
recently appeared in the Kansas City Star express ing the views 
of a German-born American, 1\fr. P . W. Goebel, on the pending 
question. Mr. Goebel resides in my home city and is a man of 
the highes t character. It would be well for every foreign-born 
Amer ican citizen to carefully study hi attitude and to emulate 
his patriotic example. I desire. to haye the article printed in 
the HECORD without reading. _ . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Without objection, that action will 
be taken. 

The article referred to is as follows : 
D"C'TY FlllST TO THIS COUNTRY-PLEA FOR PAT RIOTIS;\1 MADE BY P . W. 

GOEBEL, BOR~ IX GERMANY. 

P. W. Goebel, of the Kansas side, president of the American Bankers' 
.A ssocia t ion, told the Rotary Club at luncheon to-day at the Hotel 
Baltimore that the L'nitt>d States is better prepared financially for 
war tbnn any cotmtry ever has been in the history of the world. 

Mr. Goebel is convinced. after a trip through the East, that the Army 
and Ntn·y are not in a bad condition. In case of war, he said, this 
cotlntry would be ablt! to handle itself well. 

' My interest in the outcome of war," :Mr. Goebel said. "is that the 
honor anfl dignity of the united States shall be maintained and that 
the flag of America shall be unstained . I shall give my best brains and 
financial ability to my adopted country, ancl my sons will fight to main­
tain the rights of the .American people. That should be the duty of 
every man in America. . 

"I wa: born in Germany. Everything I have I owe to the unre­
Rtrictetl opportlmities afforded in America to the man who will work. 
Wha t I have is at the disposal of my country. It liberty allowed me 
to progre~ , and what I have will be devoted to ma intaining that liberty. 

"TalkJng to eastern bankers, I was saddened by their apparent ap­
prehension of the effect war would have on their bu iness. We must 
a ll place the- Nation's need above our per onal and busines interests.•· 

BILLS AND JOINT RESOL""C'TIO~ INTROD"C"C.ED. 

Bills and joint r esolutions were introduced, read the first 
time, nn<l, by unllnimous con ·ent, the· econd time, and referred 
a s follows: 

B y l\lr. OWEN : 
A bin (S. 3) to establi h a department of health, and for 

other purpose ; to the Committee on Public Health · anti 
Kational Quarantine. 

A bill (S. 4) to establish a United States com·t of patent 
appeals, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Patents. 

A bill (S. 5) to pro\ide for public education upon political 
questions and for the dissemination of information upon polit­
ical i ·sue and matters of a political natqre of public interest 
by an authorized publicity pamphlet; 

A bill ( S. 6) to secure to women the right to vote for Senators 
an<l Repre~ entati\es in the Congres of the United States of 
America ; ancl · · 

A bill (S. 7) to revise, a-!lleQ-d, and codify the laws relating·to 
publicity of contributions und disbursement at elections at 
which candidates for the offices of United States Senator ancl 
RepresentatiYe in the Congtess of the United States are nomi­
nated nnd elected, -regulating and limiting the purpose and the 
amount:s for which conh·ibutions and disbursements may be 
made, a nd for other purpose ; to the Committee on Pri\ilege 
and Elections. 

A bill ( S. 8) to amend the act appron>d December 23, 1913, 
known as the Federal reserve act , a amended by the act of 
August 4, 1914, August 15, 1914, 1\Iarch 3, 1915, and September 
7, 1916 ; and 

A bill ( S. 9) to indemnify depositors in "member bank ," a 
defined by the Fedentl reserve act, a gain t lo in the e\ent of 
the failure or suspension of busines of such bank; to the 
Committee on Banking and Currency. _ 

A bill ( S. 10) conf~Ting jurisdiction upon the Court of 
Claims to hear, consiuer, and uetermine certain claims of the 
Cherokee Nation against the United . State ; 

A bill (S. 11) to amend the general deficiency appropriation 
act of June 30, 1906, and· the act of Congress of March 4, 1D09, 
regardincr payment of judgment of Court of Claims in fa\or of 
Cherokee Nation; 

A bill ( S. 12) providing for the sale of the coal a nil asphalt 
depo its in the segregated mineral ·land in the Choctaw and 
Chicknsaw Nations, Oklahoma; · 

A bill (S. 13) to pay the balance due the loyal Creek Inrlia~s 
on tl1e a"\\ar<l made by the Senate on the 16th da~· of February, 
1903; and 

A bill (S. -14) to provide for carrying into effect the agree­
ment between the_ United State . and the MuNkogee (Creek) 
Nation of Indians ratified by act of Congress approved Mnrch 
1, 1901, and supplemental agTeement of June SO, 1902, -and other , 
laws and treaties with said tribe of Indian ; to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

A bill (S. 15) for the establishment of a probation system in 
the United States courts, except in the District of Columbia; 

A bill ( S. 16) to prohibit concerted control of fire insurance 
rates in the District of Columbia; and 

A bill (S. 17) for the protection of officers of the United 
State in the eastern district of the State of Oklahoma, authoriz­
ing the · search for and seizure of liquor introduced into the 
eastern district of the State of Oklahoma, and making the 
possession of such liquors prima facie evidence of an unlawful 
inh·oduction, and for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. · . 

A bill (S. 18) to create the department of education; to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

A bill ( S. 19) to establish a fish-cultural station in the · State 
of Oklahoma; to the Committee on Fisheries. 

A bill (S. 20) granting a pension to Ed"\\ard Shaw (with ac­
companying papers) ; to the Committee on Pensions. 

By lUr. PITTl\IAN: 
A bill (S. 21) ~o amend an act entitled "An act extending the 

homestead laws and providing for right of way for railroads in 
the Di trict of Ala. ·ka, and for otller purpo es " ; and 

A bill (S. 22) to establish a commi ·sion form of government 
in the admini tration of nutional affairs in Alaska, and for other 
purpo es; to the Committee on Territories. 

A bill (S. 23) granting to the State of Keva<la 7,000,000 acres 
of land in said State for the u e and benefit of the public 
school of Ne\ada and· the State UniYer ity of the State of 
Nevada; . 

A bill (S. 24) to add certain lands to the Toiyabe National 
I• ore t. Nev., and for other purposes; 

A bill (S. 25) to amend an act entitled "An act to provide for 
tile sale of de ert land in certain State·," approved March 3, 
1877; 

A bill (S. 26) authorizing tlle cutting of timber for min1ng 
purposes by corporations organized in one State and conducting 
mining operations in another; aml 

A bill ( S. 27) to encourage the reclamation of certain nrill 
lands in the State of .... Te-rada, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

A bill ( S. 28) to authorize the Secretm·~- of the Interior to 
con\ey title to certain lands in the State of Kevada; to 1he 
Committee on Indian Affairs . 

A bill (S. 29) to reimburse W. B. Graham, late po tmnster 
at Ely, Ne\., for money expended for clerical a istance; to the 
Committee on Po t Office and Post Roads. · 

A bill (S. 30) to provide for the application of the reclama­
tion law to irrigation di trict ; to the Committee on Irrigntion 
and Reclamation of Arid Lands. · 

A bill (S. 31) to re-gulate the interstate use of automobiles 
and all self-propelled vehicle which use the public highways 
in interstate commerce; to the Committee on Inter tnte Com­
merce. 

A bill (S. 32) to reino\e the churge of desertion from . the 
military record of David D. Sharp; an<l 

A bill (S. 33) to remo\e the charge of de ertion from t!Je 
military record of Dnsid H. Hartson ; to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

A bill ( S. 34) for the relief of J. I. Earl· and 
A bill (S. 35) for the relief of John B. O'Sullivan; to the 

Committee on Claims. 
A bill (S. 36) granting a pension to Willinm C. Blnck; and 
A bill (S. 37) granting a pension to James GoiUen; to the 

Committee on Pen ions. · 
By 1\fr. WALSH: 
A bill (S. 38) to reimbur e the county of Lewis and Clark, 

State of Montana, for expenses inclll'red by it for the con h·uc­
tion of a public highway through the H elena National Forest; 
to the Committee on Agriculture nud Forestry. 

A bill ( S. 39) to interdict commercial intercom· e between 
the United States and any foreign country which shall unlaw­
fully interfere with the foreign trade thereof; to the Committee 
on lJ'oreign Relations. 

A bill ( S. 40) to preserYe the rights of homestead entrymen 
who are members of the National Guard or \ olunteer forces of 
the United States while in actual service; 

A bill (S. 41) to authorize the sale of certain lands at or 
near Yellowstone, Uont., for lwtel purpose ;. 

A bill (S. 42) for the relief of Torger 01 on; 
A bill ( S. 43) to proYide for the leasing of oil an<l gas lands 

withdl'awn from entry; 
A bill (S. 44) granting additional right to settlers on recla­

mation proj ects (with accompanying paper) ; aml 
A bill (S. 45) to encourage and promote the mining of coal, 

pho phate, oil, gas, potassium, and sodium on the public do­
main; to the Committee on Public Lands. 
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A bill (S. 46) to cancel the allotment of Little Bear, deceased 

Indian of the Crow Reservation, Mont.; 
A bill ( S. 47) for the relief of certain nations or tribes of 

I11dians in Montana ; · - · · :. · · - - · · · 
A bill (S. 48) modifying and amending the ac( providing for 

the dispo. ·al of the surplus unallotted lands within the Black­
feet Indian Re ervation, l\Iont. ; 

A bill ( S. 49) providing for the ~ualization of the cost of the 
irrigation sy5tems on the Blackfeet, Flathead, and Fort Peck 
Indian Reservations, in the State .of Montana, and for other 
purposes; 

A bill ( S. 5o) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to 
acquire certain Indian lands necessary for reservo~r purp~ses 
in connection with the Blackfeet Indian reclamation proJect 
(with accompanying papers) ; and . 
· A bill (S. 51) to authorize the Secretary of _the Interwr_ to 

prorate tribal funds of Indians; to the Committee on Indmn 
Affairs. 

A bill (S. 52) to pro\ide for the erection of a public building 
at Glasgow, Mont.; 

A bill ( S. 53) to enlarge, extend, remodel, etc., public building 
at Helena, l\font; and 

A bill ( S. 5.4) to increase the limit of cost for the Fede~al 
buildtna and site therefor at Billings, 1\Iont., and to authonze 
the pro~sion of quarters for United States courts in said build­
ing; to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

A bill (S. 55) for the_relief of Lars T. Rykken; 
A bill (S. 56) _ for the relief of John T. Eaton_; . 
A bill ( S. 57) for the relief of Kate Canmff ( w1tJ1 accom­

panying paper) ; 
A bill (S. 58) for the relief of J.D. Savage; . 
A bill (S. 59) for the relief of John E. Woods (w1th accom-

panying paper) ; . . 
A bill (S. 60) for the relief of Benjamin Musselman; 
A bill ( S. 61) for the relief of H. Frank Adkins·; . 
A bill ( S. 62) for the i·elief of Patrick Rafferty ; and 
A bill (S. 63) to reimburse Hill County, State of Montana, 

for money expended for the support of the Rocky Boy Band of 
Chippewa Indians; to the Committee on Claims. · 

A bill (S. 64) for the relief of Thomas W. ·williams; 
A bill ( S. 65) for the relief of Edward T. l\1oran ; and 
A bill ( S. 66) for the relief of Levi B. Rouse ; to the Com­

mittee on Military Affairs. 
A bill (S. 67) to enlarge the jurisdiction of the municipal 

court of the Di~:>trict of Columbia and to regulate appeals from 
the judgments of said court, and for other purpo es ; 

A bill ( S. 68) to amend section 269 of chapter 231 of the act 
of March 3, 1911, entitled "An act to codify, revise, and amend 
the laws relating to the judiciary; " 

A bill ( S. 69) to amend an act entitled "An act to amend sec­
tion 3 of the act of Congress of l\Iay 1, 1888, and extend the 
provi ions of section 2301 of the Revised Statutes of the U~it~ 
State· to certain lands in the State of Montana embraced w1thm 
the provisions of said act, aiid for other purposes" (with accom-
panying paper·) ; - · 

A bill ( S. 70) providing for an additional judge for the dis-
trict of l\1ontana (with .accompanying paper); _ 

A bill (S. 71) . amending . section 140 . of the act approved 
l\Iarch 4 1909, entitled "An act to codify, revise, and amend 
the penai laws of the United States;" and 

A bill ( S. 72) concerning ·actions on account of death or 
personal injury within places under the exclusive jurisdiction 
of the United States; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill ( S. 73) granting a pen.sion to Abel H. Hall ; 
A bill ( S. 74) granting a pension to Mary ~- King; 
A bill (S. 75) granting a pension to Justus ,V. King; 
A bill (S. 76) granting a pension to James Farrell; 
A bill (S. 77) granting a pension to Mary E. Hover; and 
A bill (S . .18) granting a pension to Kathryn C. Sterling; to 

the Committee on Pen ions. 
By l\fr. THOMPSON : 
A bill (S. 79) relating to the n~turalization of married 

women; to the Committee on I mmigration. 
By Mr. SHEPPARD: '. 
A bill . 80) to establi h a department of aeronautics, and 

for oU~rrpurpoNes; to the Committee on l\lilitary Affairs. 
By Mr. SAULSBURY: 
A bill ( S. 81) to supplement existing legislation relative to 

tl1e United States Cour t for China and to increase the service­
ubility thereof; to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By l\Ir. UNDERWOOD : 
A bill ( S. 82) to transfer Frederick W. Cobb from the list 

of chief machinists, United States Navy, to the list of chief 
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pay clerks, United States Navy; to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

A bill ( S. 83} to · confer jurisdiction on the Court of Claims; 
to the Committee on Claims. 

By 1\lr. Sl\fOOT : 
A _bill (s: 84) to provide for the 'purchase of a site and for 

the establishment of a military aviation academy within the 
State of Utah, and making an appropriation therefor; 

A bill (S. 85} providing for the erection of a Government 
munition factory within the State of Utah; 

'A bill (S. 86) to authorize the Secretary of War to permit 
the use of a right of way over and across the Fort Douglas 
Military Reser\ation for the construction and operation of a 
standard-gauge railway . pur connecting with local or trans­
continental railroads ; 

A bill (S. 87) granting to the State of Utah the Fort Duchesne 
Reservation for its use as a branch agricultural college; 

A bill (S. 88) authorizing and empowering the Secretary of 
War to grant a revocable permit to the University of Utah to 
lay pipe lines, construct a storage reservoir on the Fort Douglas 
(Utah) 1\lilitary Reservation, and to use the surplus water of 
the reservation; 

A bill (S. 89) for the relief of Henry N. Bird; 
A bill ( S. 90) for the relief of John H . Kidd ; and 
A bill (S. 91) fer the relief of Almonu S. Root-; to the Com­

mittee on Military Affairs. 
A bill ( S. 92) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to 

is ue patent for certain la:.1ds in the State of Utah to E. D. 
Partridge; 

A bill ( S. 93) to consolidate national-forest lands; 
A bill (S. 9-:l) to amend section 3 of an act entitled "An act 

making appropriations for 1mndry civil expen es of the Gov­
ernment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1902; and for other 
purpose ," approved March 3, 1901 (31 Stat L., p. 1133) ; 

A bill (S. 95) to provide for agricultural entries on coal lands 
in Alaska; . 

A bill (S. 96) granting to the State of Utah 1,000,000 acres of 
lands to aid· in the con truction and maintenance of public 
roads in the State of Utah; 

A bill (S. 97) authorizing tl1e exchange of certain lands in 
the State of Utah for the protection of the water supply of Salt 
Lake City; 

A bill (S. 98) giving the right to an additional homesten<l to 
all persons who have exhau ted or who shall exhaust their 
original right of entry through the purchase of Uintah Indian 
Reservation lands; 

A bill (S. 99) providing for the acquisition by a State, umler 
certain conditions, of any lands tllerein which are or may be­
come chrefly v-aluable for the development of water power; 

A bill (S. 100) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to 
i sue patent for certain lands in the State of Utah to Cyrena E . 
Young; 

A bill (S. 101) to authorize the consoli<lation of Government 
lands and of privately owned lands, and for other purposes; 
and 

A bill (S. 102) relating to the temporary filling of vacancies 
occurring in the offices of regi ter and receiver of district land 
offices; to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A bill ( S. 103) to apply u portion of the proceeds of the sales 
of public lands to . the en<lowment of schools or uepartments of 
mines and mining, and to regulate the expenditure thereof; and 

A bi1l ( S. 104) . to provide for a commission to codify and 
suggest amendments to tile general mining laws; to the Com­
mittee . on Mines. and Mining. . 

A bill (S. 105) to reimbur e George Heiner, postmaster at 
l\1organ, Utah, for loss of postage stamps; 

A bill (S. 106) for the relief of Nathan A. &tc.ae; and 
A bill ( S. 107) for the 1,·eduction of the rate of postage cllarge­

able on first-class mail matter for local delivery; to the Com­
mittee on Po t Offices and Po t Roads. 

A bill ( S. 108) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to use, at his discretion, surplus moneys in the Treasury in the 
purchase or redemption of the outstanding interest-bearing ob­
ligations of the United States ; 

A bill (S. 109) to provide for the refunding of certain moneys 
illegally assessed and collected in the dfsh·ict of Utah; and 

A bill (S. 110) for the relief of the Eldredge Bros. Live Stock 
Co., a corporation; to the Committee on Finance. 

A bill (S. 111) to authorize the Secretary of Commerce to 
sell certain department publications, and ~o provide for credit­
ing the department's printing allotment with the JH'ocee<ls; to 
the Committee on Printing. .. · 

A bill ( S. 112) to provide for the purchase of a site and the 
erection of a public building thereon at Bingham Canyon, in 
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-t11e State -of Utah; to the Committee -on Public Buildings and 
Grounds. . 

A bill ( S. 113) providing for acquiring a· site and erecting a , 
national memorial to irrigation at Salt Lake City, Utah; to the 
Committee on Irrigation and Reclamation of .Arid Lands. 

A bill (S. 114) to provide for an increased annudl appropria­
tion for agricultural experiment stations, to be used in re­
searches and ex_periments in home economics, and regulating the 
expenditure thereof; to the Committee on Agriculture and For­
estry. 

A bill ( S. 115) for the relief of Hannah Nelson Lundegren; 
A bill ( S. 116) for the relief of Jacob E. Michael ; and 
A bill (S. 117) for the relief of George E. Yeadon; to the 

Committee on ·Claims. 
A bill ( S. 118) granting a pension to Caroline A. .Davis; 
A bill ( S. 119) granting u pension to Richard A. Norris ; and 
A bill (S. 120) .granting an increase of pension to Margaret 

Liddle; to the Committee on Pensions. 
By l\1r. CHAMBERLAJN: 
A bill ( S. 121) to pre\ent the desecrating of the flag of the 

Unite(} States and to provide punishment therefor; to the Com­
mittee on Military Affairs. 

A bill (S. 122) for the relief of the heirs of James N. Ward, 
deceased ; to the Committee on Claims. 

A bill (S. · 123) granting an increase of pension to Alada 
Thm· ton Paddock Mills ; to the Committee on Pernsions. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND: 
A bill (S. 124) to provide for the naturalization of certain 

aliens; to the Committee on Immigration. 
A bill S. 125) to appoint Roy K. Carson a second lieutenant 

in the United State· l\!arine Corps i to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

A bill (S. 126) to pro"Vider for the investigation of controver­
sies affecting interstate commerce, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Inter tate Commerce. 

A bill ( S. 127) for the adjudication and determination of the 
claims arising under joint resolution of July 14, 1870, authoriz­
ing the Postmaster General to continue in use in the Po tal 
Ser\ice Marcus P. Norton's combined postmarking and stamp­
canceling hand-stamp patents, or otherwise; to the Committee 
on Post Office and Post Roads. 

A bill ( S. 128) for the relief of the heirs of George C. Lull, 
ueceased ; and , 

A bill ( S. 129) for the relief of the heirs of George C. Lull, 
derceased ; to the Committee on Claims. 

A bill (S. 130) to create in the War Department and the 
Navy Department, respectively, a roll designated as the ... Civil 
War volunteer-officers' retired list"; to authorize placing thereon 
with retired pay certain surviving officers who served in the 
Army, Navy, or Marine Corps of the United States in the Civil 
War, and for otherr purpo es; 

A bill (S. 131) to authorize the President of the United States 
to appoint certain officers to the l\fedical Corps of the Army ; 

A bill (S. 132) to remove the charge of-desertion from the rec­
oru of Wallace 0. Glazier; 

A bill (S. 133) to correct the military record of Clark G. 
Ru sell ; 

A bill ( S. 134) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
record of I saac Terwilliger ; and 

A bill (S. 135) authorizing and directing the Secretary of 
War to muster Dr. John A. Bobb, deceased, a brigade surgeon 
with rank of major from assistant surgeon ; to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

A bill (S. 136) granting a pernslon to l\Iel\ina Coquillard (with 
accompanying papers) ; 

A bill (S. 137) granting a pension to Geor"e Zederbaum; 
A bill ( S. 138) granting a pension to Fidelia E. Betts ; 
.A bill ( S. 139) granting a pension to Frankie Esselstyn ; 
A bill (S. 140) for the relief of Emma l\1. Gordon; 
A bill (S. 141) granting a pension to Lorenzo J. l\1cE"Voy ; 
.A bill (S. 142) granting a pension to Nirenia S. Savage; 
A bill (S. 143) granting a pension to Ellen Fyanes; 
A bill (S. 144) granting an increase of pension to Bert E. 

Gray; 
A bill {S. 143) granting an increase of pen ion to James K. 

Brooks; 
A bill (S. 146) crranting a pension to Lucy A. Palmer; 
A bill (S. ·147) for the relief of Melissa Gurin; 
A bill ( S. 148) granting an increase of pension to David A. 

Kooker; 
A bill (S. 149) granting a pension to l\Iary E. Weeks; 
A bill (S. 1JO) granting an increase of pension to Charles E. 

Rogers; 
A. bill (S. 131) granting a pension to Dewitt C. Bush; 

A bill (S. 152) granting ·an increase of pension to D. J. Ham· 
mond; 

A bill (S. 153) granting a pension to Ambrose .A. Link; 
A bill ( S. 154) granting an increase of pension to Benjamin 

McKimmy ; and 
A ·bill (S. 155) granting a pension to Henry F . Baldwin ~fo 

the Committee on Pensions. · 
By Mr. PE1\TROSE: 
A bill (S. 156) to grant Saturday afternoon as t\ holiday to 

all Go\ernment employees; to the Committee on Appropria-
tions. · . · 

A bill (S. 157) to provide for the retirement of employees in 
the civil service; to the Committee on Civil Service and Re­
trenchment. 

A bill (S. 158) to determine what obligation, if any, exists 
under the treaty with Spain, of 1819, to relieve the estate of 
Richard W. Meade, deceased; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

A bill (S. 159) to provide for the acqui ition of additional 
land adjoining the present post-office site at Gettysburg, Pa. ; 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

A bill (S. 160) to permit the redistillation of whisky in bond 
on distillery premises ; and 

A bill (S. 161) to define the true intent and meaning of sec­
tion 48 of the act of August 28, 1894, and for other ptirposes 
(with accompanying pap~r ) ; to the Committee on Finance. 

A bill (S. 1G2) to provide a suitab1e memorial to the memory 
of Abraham Lincoln at Gettysburg, Pa. ; and · 

A bill ( S. 163) to provide for the erection of a pedestal and 
base for a monument to William. Procter, jr., in the Smith­
sonian Grounds, at ·washington, D. C.; to the Committee on the 
Library. 

A bill (S. 164) for the relief of Adolph F . Hitchler; 
A 'bill ( S. 165) granting relief to persons who ser\ed in the 

Military Telegraph Corps of the Army during the Civil War; 
A· bill ( S. 166) for the relief of William 1\Iatt on ; 
A bill (S. 167) for · the relief of the survivors of 1\fcLean's 

Pennsylvania Regiment and their widows and children ; 
A bill (S. 168) to grant an honorable discharge to John W. 

J ester ; 
A bill (S. 169) to grant an honorable discharge to Samuel 

Fogle; 
A bill ( S. 170) to correct the military record of John Brown; 

and 
A bill ( S. 171) for the relief of Thomas W. Miller ; to the 

Committee on Military Affairs. 
A bill (S. 172) for the reduction of postage on .first-cla.ss mail 

matter; 
A bill ( S. 173) providing for the trial of charges against 

employees in the cla sifted civil-ser\ice list; 
A bill (S. 174) providing for extended lea"Ve of absence to 

superannuated employees in the Postal Service ; 
A bill ( S. 175) to recla sify. the salaries of employees above 

the clerical grades in po t offices of the first and second class ; 
and 

A bill (S. 176) to reclassify the grades and fix the salaries 
of railway postal clerks; to the Committee on Po t Offices and 
Post Roads. 

A bill (S. 177) for the relief of retired commissioned war~ 
rant officers detailed on active duty; 

A bill (S. 178) to provide that commissioned chiefs of the 
United States Navy now on the retired li t who had creditable 
Civil War service shall, as ftn equitable reward for aid service, 
receive the rank and pay of lieutenant of the United States 
Na"Vy, retired; 

A bill (S. 179) to corr-ect the naval record of Fred C. Kon-. 
rad; and 

A bill ( S. 180) granting an honorable discharge to Oweri _s • 
Willey; to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

A bill {S. 181) granting the sum of $549.12· to-Clara Kane, 
dependent foster parent, by reason of the death of William A . 
Yenser, late civil employee, killed as result of an accident at 
Philadelphia Navy Yard; . 

.A. bill ( S. 182) for the relief of Morri Busch ; 
A bill (S. 183) to carry. out the findings of the Court of 

Claims in the case of Kate Reaney Zei s, admini tratrix ·of Wil­
liam B. Reaney, survivor of Thomas Reaney and Samuel 
Archbold, against the United States; 

A bill (S. 184) for the r~ilef of Alice l\1. Li ak; 
A bill (S. 185) for the relief of Syl\e ter Bonnaffon, jr.; and 
A bill ( S. 186) for the relief of Cecilia Barr; to the Commit· 

tee on Claims. 
A bill (S. 187) to pension widows and minor children of 

officers or. enlisted men who served in the War with' Bpain or 
the Philippine insurrection ; 
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A bill ( S. 188) to increase the pensions of the blind who 
served in the War with Mexico or the Civil War; 

A bill ( S. 189) granting pensions to soldiers confined in · 
so-called Confederate prisons; 
· A bill ( S. 190) to pension certain soldiers and nonenlisted 
men who served in the War of the Rebellion; 

A bill (S. 191) extending the· benefits of the general pension 
laws to the members of the Eighth, Twentieth, Twenty-sixth, 
Twenty-seventh, Twenty-eighth, Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth, Thirty­
first, Thirty-second, and Thirty-third Regiments, the several bat­
teries of Artillery, the several troops of Cavalry, and the several 
independent companies which comprised the Pennsylvania Vol­
unteer Militia, otherwise known as the "emergency men," who 
were called into service by the President of the United States 
of America, officered by United States officers, and sworn into 
the service of the United States for an indefinite period, the 
same as if they had been in the service of the United States for 
a period of 90 days or more ; 

A bill (S. 192) granting an increase of pension to Thomas T. 
Adams; 

A bill ( S. 193) granting an increase of pension to Maria W. 
Antes; 

A bill (S. 194) granting a pension to Mary A. Adams; 
A bill ( S. 195) granting a pension to Erastus J. Bier bower; 
A bill ( S. 196) granting a pension to Charlotte Bloom; 
A bill (S. 197) granting a pension to Samuel Breitigan; 
A bill (S. 198) granting an increase of pension to Jesse Brown; 
A bill (S. 199) granting a pension to John Cary; 
A bill ( S. 200) granting a pension to William Carrell; 
A bill (S. 201) granting a pension to Charles F. Cavenaugh; 
A bill ( S. 202) granting a pension to John B. Chandler ; 
A bill (S. 203) granting a pension to Kate L. Clear; 
A bill (S. 204) granting an increase of pension to William 

Colpetzer; 
A bill (S. 205) granting an increase of pension to Caroline W. 

<;Jongdon; 
A bill (S. 206) granting an increase of pension to David 

Craft; 
A bill (S. 207) granting a pension to Ella E. Crouch; 
A bill (S. 208) granting an increase of pension to Martin S. 

Crull; 
A bill (S. 209) granting a pension to Caroline Decker; 
A bill ( S. 210) granting an increase of pension to Hezekiah 

Dixson; 
A bill (S. 211) granting a pension to Clarissa F. Dye; 
A bill ( S. 212) granting a pension to William Eckert ; 
A bill ( S. 213) grantipg an increase of pension to Josiah H. H. 

Feather; 
A bill (S. 214) granting a pension to Michael P. Foley; 
A bill ( S. 215) granting a pension to Harry H. Gaither; 
A bill ( S. 216) granting a pension to Oscar L. Geer ; 
A bill ( S. 217) granting an increase of pension to Emma C. 

Hill; 
A bill ( S. 218) granting a pension to Christian Graf; 
A bill ( S. 219) granting a pension to Gottlieb Long ; 
A bill ( S. 220) granting an increase of pension to John S. 

McGinness; 
A bill ( S. 221) granting an increase of pension to Daniel C. 

:McGregor; 
A bill ( S. 222) granting an increase of pension to Margaret E. 

:McPherran ; • 
A bill ( S. 223) granting a pension to Elmer Harry Martin; 
A bill (S. 224) granting a pension to Charles G. Meyer; 
A bill ( S. 225) gn!nting a pension to N. E. Millender ; 
A bill (S. 226) granting a pension to Jes e Murphy; 
A bill ( S. 227) granting a pension to Harry Hine , alias Harry 

llinton; · 
A bill (S. 228) granting a pension to Jennie T. Hamilton; 
A bill (S. 229) granting an increase of pension to U. P. Getz; 
A bill ( S. 230) granting an increase of pension to Thomas ;r, 

Parker; · 
A bill ( S. 231) to increase the pensions of those who have lost 

limbs Ol' have been totally disabled in the same in the military 
or naval service of the United States; 

A bill ( S. 232) for the better payment of pensioners ; 
A bill ( S. 233) granting an increase of pension to Andrew 

Reese; · 
A bill (S. 234) granting an increase of pension to William 

Sheads; 
A bill (S. 235) granting a pension to Charles L. C. Sherwin; 
A bill ( S. 236) granting an increase of pension to Rebecca l\I. 

Smith; 
A bill ( S. 237) granting a pension to .r. K. Gleeson; 
A bill (S. 238) granting a pension to Kathryn B. Steiner; 

·. 

A bill ( S. 239) granting an increase of pension to Margaret 
Stewart; _ 

A bill ( S. 240) granting a pension to Ed Sweeney ; 
A bill ( S. 241) granting a pension to Leonardo S. Twesten ; 
A bill (S. 242) granting a pension to Mary A. Walker; 
A bill ( S. 243) granting an increase of pension to Henry 

Wenzel; 
A bill ( S. 244) granting an increase of pension to l\!arion L. 

Wilson; 
A bill (S. 245) granting an increase of pension to Samuel s: 

Wilson; 
A bill (S. 246) granting a pension to Josiah Huber; 
A bill ( S. 247) granting a pension to Caroline Kelly; 
A bill ( S. 248) granting a pension to Daniel Kennelley ; 
A bill ( S. 249) granting a pension to Patrick Kinny ; 
A bill (S. 250) granting an increase of pension to Robert 

Kinkead; 
A bill ( S. 251) granting an increase of pension to Christian 

W. Klare; 
A bill (S. 25~) granting an increase of pension to 1\Iary 

Elizabeth Lambert; 
A bill ( S. 253) granting an increase of pen ion to George 

Leadbeater ; 
A bill ( S. 254) granting a pension to Milton M. Lile · 
A bill (S. 255) granting an increase of pension to Ge~rge W. 

Lodge; · 
A bill ( S. 256) granting a pension to Agnes A. Gray ; 
A bill (S. 257) granting an increase of pension to Thomas 

Pierson; 
A bill ( S. 258) granting a pension to Lemuel W. Dobbins ; 
A bill ( S. 259) granting a pension to Horatio P. Connell · 
A bill ( S. 260) granting a pension to Philip B. Depp; ' 
A bill (S. 261) granting an increase of pension to Emma 

Taylor; 
A bill ( S. 262) granting a pension to Alonzo G. Williamson; 
A bil( (S. 263) granting a pension to JohnS. Whittaker (with 

accompanying papers) ; 
A bill ( S. 264) granting a pension to Almira E. Shelllrake 

(with accompanying papers) ; 
A bill (S. 265) granting a pension to Bernard Closkey (with 

accompanying papers) ; and 
A bill ( S. 266) granting an increase of pension to Samuel H. 

Brooks (with accompanying papers) ; to the Committee on Pen­
sions. 

By l\1r. BRADY: 
A bill (S. 267) to provide for the purchase of a site and the 

erection thereon of a public building at Blackfoot, Idaho; and 
A bill (S. 268) to provide for the purchase of a site and the 

erection thereon of a public building at Payette, Idaho ; to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

A bill ( S. 269) for the relief of Aaron Kibler; 
A bill ( S. 270) for the relief of John J. 1\fuehleisen ; and 
A bill (S. 271) for the relief of Washington Kellogg; to the 

Committee on Military Affairs. 
A bill ( S. 272) for the relief of Elizabeth Overholtz; to the 

Committee on Claims. 
A bill (S. 273) granting a pension to George W. Bass; 
A bill ( S. 274) granting a pension to Philip Hutchinson; 
A bill ( S. 275) granting a pension to Daniel A. Williams ; 

and 
A bill (S. 276) granting an incr~ase of pension to Leonard E. 

Griffith; to the Committee on Pensions. 
By Mr. STERLING: 
A bill ( S. 277) for the relief of Thomas E. Philips ; to the 

Committee on Military Affairs. 
A bill (S. 278) to amend section 1 of an act approved March 

3, 1909 (35 Stat. L., 751), entitled "An act for the removal ot 
restrictions on alienation of lands of allottees of the Quapaw 
Agency, Okla., and the sale of all tribal lands, school, agency, 
or other lands on any of the reservations within the jurisdic­
tion of such agency, and for other purposes " ; and 

A bill (S. 279) authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to 
issue patents in certain cases to missionary or religious organi­
zations ; to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

A bill ( S. 280) for the relief of Alfred Sjostrom ; io- the 
Committee on Claims. 

By l\!r. WADSWORTH: 
A bill ( S. 281) for the retirement of employees in the classi­

fied civil service; to the Committee on Civil Service and Re­
trenchment. 

By Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN: 
A bill (S. 282) making an appropriation of $200,000 for the 

acquisition of a tract of land known as Great Piece. Meadows, 
N.J., for a target range and camp ground; 
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A bill ( S. 283) making appropriation for the support of the 
families and dependents of members of the National Guard 
drafted into service of the United States; and · 

A bill ( S. 284) to provide for an increa e in the pay of en­
listed men in the time of war; to the Committee .on Military 
Affairs. 

By l\Ir. SHAFROTH : 
. A bill (S. 285) for the relief of David E. Gray; to the Com­
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

By 1\Ir. McKELLAR: 
A bill (S. 2 6) to prohibit interstate shipments or transpor­

tation of certain food products; to define and to prohibit trans­
portation and sale of adulterated or misbranded food products; 
to regulate traffic therein; to define and regulate cold storage; 
to re<Tulate dealing in cold-storage food products; and to fix 
penalties for violation, and for other purpo es; 

A bill (S. 287) to amend an act entitled "An act relating to 
navigation of ve sel , bills of lading, and to certain obligations, 
duties, and rights in connection with the carriage of property," 
approYed February 13, 1893 ; and 

A bill ( S. 288) regulating shipments of freight to foreign 
ports and prohibiting discrimination in the receipt and ship­
ment of such freight ; to the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

A bill ( S. 2 9) regulating trials by jury ; and 
A bill ( S. 290) to e tablish a new judicial circuit of the United 

States with a circuit court of appeals, hereafter to be called 
the tenth circuit; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill (S. 291) authorizing the Secretary of 'Var to deliver 
to the town of l\1urfree boro, Tenn., two condemned bronze or 
brass cannon or fieldpieces and suitable outfit of cannon balls; 
and 

A bill• (S. 2D2) to establi h and maintain military training 
colleges in the everal States of the Union, in Alaska, and in the 
Di ttict of Columbia; to the Committee on l\Iilitary Affairs. 

A bill ( S. 293) for the reduction of postage on first-class mail 
matter; to the Committee on Post Office and Post Roads. 

A bill (S. 294) to reduce the tax on oleomargarine; and 
A bill ( S. 295) to raise revenue by taxing certain articles of 

food held in cold storage ; to the Committee on Finance. 
A bill (S. 296) for the relief of ,V. K. Elli ; to the Committee 

on Claims. 
A bill (S. 297) granting a pension to Walter L. Jewell; to the 

Committee on Pen ions: 
By :Mr. POINDEXTER : 
A bill (S. 298) authorizing the appropriation of $50,000 to 

reitllburse the city of Renton, in the State of "\Va hington, for 
damages done in the destruction of the outlet of the sewerage of 
that city; to the Committee on Appropriations. 

A bill (S. 299) amending archives building act; to the Com­
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

A bill ( S. 300) providing free pas age through the Panama 
Canal for American ships; to the Committee on Interoceanic 
Canals. 

(By request.) A bill (S. 301) to provide for the organization 
of the unemployed into an industrial army of the United States 
and the maintenance of same ; to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

A bill (S. 302) authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to make 
donation of condemned naval guns and ca.nnon balls to the John 
'Vannebo Camp, No. 9, United Spanish War Veterans, Everett. 
Wash., to be placed in public parks; to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

A bill ( S. 303) providing for the election of a Delegate to the 
House of Repre entatives from the District of Columbia, . and 
for other purpo es; to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

A bill ( S. 304) for the relief of Peter McKay; 
A bill ( S. 305) for the relief of C. P. Zent; 
A bill ( S. 306) for the relief of L. H. Phipps ; 
A bill ( S. 307) for th~ relief of Gertrude l\1. Woodson ; and 
A bill (S. 308) for the relief of Albert J . 'Veber; to the Com-

mittee on Claims. 
A bill (S. 309) authorizing the county of Clallam, in the State 

of 'Vashington, to convey to the city of Port Angeles certain 
lands; 

A Qill ( S. 310) providing foT second homestead and desert­
land entries ; 

A bill (S. 311) for the relief of Napoleon LeClerc; and 
A bill ( S. 312) to e tablish the Mount Baker National Park 

in the State of Wa hington ; to the Committee on Public Lands. 
A bill ( S. 313) to amend section 4 of the act to regulate com­

merce passed February 4, 1887, and subsequent amendments 
thereof ; and , 

A bill (S. 314) to amend section 20 of an act to regulate , 
commerce, to prevent o>erissues of securities by carriers, an<l 
for· other purposes; to the Committee on Inter state Commer ce. 

A bill ( S. 315) to punish the storing of foodstuffs for the 
purpose of cornering the market, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on "the Judiciary. 

A bill (S. 316) authorizing the President to appoint J . 
Benjamin Hayes a first lieutenant in the Regular Army; 

A bill ( S. 317) for the relief of John Morrow ; r 
A bill (S. 318) authorizing the Pre ident to appoint Johrf K . 

Hume a first lieutenant of Cavalry, and for other purposes; 
A bill (S. 319) for the relief of Wellington F. Larabee; 
A bill (S. 320) for the relief of James Gloster; 
A bill (S. 321) authorizing· the President to appoint Charles 

F. Smith a first lieutenant of the Regular Army, and for other 
purposes; 

A bill (S. 322) authorizing the Secretary of War to grant 
to John D. Sherwood, of Spokane, Wash., the right to oyerfiow 
certain lands on the Fort George Wright Military Re ervation 
at Spokane, Wa b., and to accept the conyeyance to the United 
States of other lands, to be de ignated by the Secretary of 'Var, 
and suitable for a rifle range in exchange for the land so 
overflowed ; 

A bill (S. 323) authorizing the Secretary of War, upon the 
request of the governor of a State, to de ignate one or more 
commissioned officers of the United States Army to cooperate 
with the school authorities of the State in the establishment 
and proper conduct in any of the public schools of the tate 
of the so-called Wyoming plan of military and physical train­
ing_ according to the sy tern prepared by Lieut. E. Z. Steever, 
Umted States Army, and recommended by the '\Var College 
Division of the General Staff Corps, United States Army; and 

A bill (S. 324) authorizing the President to appoint Frank 
B. Lawson a fir t lieutenant in the Regular Army; to the Com­
mittee on l\Iilitary Affairs. 

A bill ( S. 325) granting au increase of pen ion to Charles E. 
Wilcox; 

A bill (S. 326) granting an incren.se of pen ion to John 
Barker; 

A bill (S. 327) granting a pension to Amme A. Wilson; 
A bill (S. 328) granting an increase of pension to William H. 

Phelps; 
A bill (S. 329) granting an increase of pension to Thomas 

1~ullen; • 
A bill (S. 330) granting a pension to Jack Sommer; 
A bill ( . 331) granting a pension to Arthur no e ; 
A bill (S. 332) granting a pension to John Leonard; 
A bill ( S. 333) granting an increase of pension to Adam 

Eckert; 
A bill (S. 334) granting an increase .of pension to Anthony 

W. Presley ; 
A bill ( S. 335) granting an increase of pension to Albert H. 

Boon; 
A bill ( S. 336) granting a pension to Charles A. Busbey ; 
A bill (S~ 337) granting an increase of pension to Bridget 

l\1cDaniels ; · 
A bi~l ( S. "338) granting a pension. to Rolla King; 
A bill ( S. 339) "'ranting a pension to Sarah Compton; 
A bill ( S. 340) granting a pension to 1\Iahalath Leonard; 
A bill (S. 341) granting an increase of pension to Sarah A. 

Higby; 
A bill (S. 342) granting an increase of pension to Simeon L. 

Coen; 
A bill (S. 343) granting a pension to l\lary A. Cummings; 
A bill (S. 344) granting an increase of pension to Hugh L. 

Eyler (with accompanying papers) ; and 
A bill, ( S. 345) granting an increa e ef pension to Chase 

Cummins ("with accompanying papers); to tl1e Committee on 
Pensions. 

By l\Ir. GALLINGER: 
A bill (S. 346) to increa e the area of the United States 

Botanic Garden in the city of Washington, D. C.; to the Com· 
mittee on the Library. 

By l\1:r. l\IARTIN : 
A bill ( S. 347) to provide for recognizing the >alue of the 

service of such citizen of the United States not office· of the 
Army, Navy, or Public Health Service, who were employed by 
the Isthmian Canal Commission or the Panama Railroad Co., 
and who served as such officials or employees of the Isthmian 
Canal Commis ion or the Panama Railroad Co. for a period 
of three years or more during the construction of aid canal, 
and making an appropriation therefor; to the Committee on 
Interoceanic Canals. 

A bill (S. 348) to amend an act entitled "An act to supplement 
existing laws against unlawful r estraints and monopolies, and 
for other purpo es," approved October 15, 1914, as amended by 
an act approved May 15, 1916 ; to the Committee on the J udi· 
ciary. 
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A bill ( S. 349) for the restoration of Alonzo Bmke, chief 

carpenter, Unite<.l States 1av:y (retired), to the active list of 
tl1e Navy; aml 

A bill (S. 330) pro\itling for the promotion of Chief Boatswain 
Patrick Deery, "Cnitetl States Navy; to the Committee on Naval 
Affair . 

A bill (S. 351) to reimburse the estate of Gen. George Wash­
ington for certain land.· of his in the St.ate of Ohlo lost by con­
ftiding grants made under the authority of the United States; 
to the Committee on Pri\ate Land Claims. 

A bill ( S. 3;32) granting pensions to certain members of the 
former Life-Sanng Service; an<l 

A bill (S. 3:-3) to amend ·ection 4414 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United State relnting to tlle appointment of local and 
assistant inspector. of steam vessels ; to the Committee on 
"om1nerce. 

A.. bill (S. 354) proYiding for the improYement of the roadway 
f1·om the railroad depot at ]'rederick burg, Va., to the National 
Cemetery near Fretlerick. burg; and 

A bill ( . 353) to e tabli ·h the Fretlericksburg and Adjacent 
National Battlefield: · :i\lemorial Park, in the State of Virginia; 
to the Committee on Milita~·y Affairs. 

A bill (S. 3:-6) to aiel in the erection of a monument to Poca­
hontas at Jamestown, Va.; 

A bill ( S. 357) pro\iding for the con. truction of an iron picket 
fence arouml the monument at Jarne. town, Va.; 

A bill ( S. 338) for the erection of a statue to John 1\Iar­
·hall; and 

A bill (S. 3J9) for the erection of a monument to the memory 
of Gen. William Campbell; to the Committee on the Library. 

A bill (S. 360) to provitle for the adjudication of claims of 
trust companie. ami other claimants for refund of taxes illegally 
collected; 

A bill ( S. 361) to execn te the :fin <lings of the Court of Claims 
in the case of the heirs of William Pollock, deceased; 

A bill ( S. 3G2) for the relief of E. Scott Arrington ; 
..::\. bill ( S. 363) for the relief of Ida Banks ; 
A bill (S. 364) to proYide for the payment of certain moneys 

nd\anced by the States of Virginia and Maryland to the United 
States Govemment to be applied toward erecting public build­
ing for the Federal Government in the Disb.·ict of Columbia ; 

A bill (S. 365) for the relief of W. T. Brogdon; 
A bill (S. 36G) for tlle relief of ·william Allman and others; 

and 
A bill (S. 367) to carry out the findings of the Court of 

. Claims in the case of Edward I. Gallagher, a<lministrator of 
Charles Gallagher, deceased ; to the Committee on Claims. 

A bill ( S. 368) granting an increase of pension to Sophie 1\I. 
Walker; 

A bill . (S. 3G9) granting a pension to Pyrrhus Williams; 
A bill ( S. 370) granting an increase of pen ion to Sarah 

Rebecca (Taylor) Jones; 
A bill (S. 371) granting a pension to James W. Ruffin; 
A bill ( S. 372) granting a pen ion to James Mickian; 
A bill ( S. 373) granting au increase of pension to Oliver J. 

Johnson; 
A bill (S. 374) granting a pension to Joseph H. 1\Iayo; 
A hill ( S. 375) granting a pension to R. H. Catlett; 
A bill ( S. 376) granting a pension to Elmer E. Dickey; 
A. bill (S. 377) granting a pension to Roland B. Horsley; 
A bill ( S. 378) granting a pension to George E. Harrison ; 
A bill (S. 379) granting an increase of pension to Thomas J. 

Turner; 
A bill (S. 380) granting an increase of 11ension to Susan 

Riley; and 
.A. bill ( S. 381) grunting an incre..'1se of pen. ion to Grace 

Boggs; to the Committee on Pensions. 
By Mr. WATSON (by request): 
A bill (S. 382) for providing a system of national defense . 

lmsed upon uni\et' al liability to military training an<l serv­
ice, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

By 1\Ir. CULBERSON : 
A bill ( S. 383) to punish the destruction or injuring of war 

material and war ti"an portatiou facilities by fire, explosives, 
or other violent means, and to forbid hostile use of property 
dming tin1e of war, nnd for other purpo e ; to tlle Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By l\Ir. DILLING H.::\.~!: 
A bill ( S. 384) granting an increase of pen ·ion to Albert S. 

Greene (with accompanying paper ) ; to the Committee on 
• Pensions. 

By 1\Ir. ASHURST : 
A bill (S. 385) to authorize mining for metalliferous minerals 

ou Indian reseryation. · ; 

A bill (S. 386) to authorize the aclva.ncement of funds to 
survey, coru h·uct, and maintain roatl.s, trails, and bri<lges 
within Indian reservations; 

A bill (S. 387) for the relief of John Flanigan; and 
A bill ( S. 388) for the relief of Alfred Cluff, Orson Cluff, 

Henry E. Norton, William B. Ballard, Elijah Hancock, 1\Irs. 
Susan R. Saline, Oscar l\lann, Celia Thayne, William E. Cox, 
Theodore Fm·ley, Adelaide Laxton, Clara L. Tenney, George M. 
Adams, Charlotte Jensen, Sophia Huff, Peter H. McBrille, aull 
David Edward Adam ; to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

A bill ( S. 389) to extend the time for cuttino- timber on the 
Coconino and Tusayan National Forests, Ariz.; and 

A bill (S. 390) to establish the Grand Canyon National Park 
in the State of Arizona ; to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A bill ( S. 391) amending section 4 of the public-building act 
approved 1\farch 4, 1913, providing for the purchase of a site 
for a building for post office and customhol: e at Nogales, Ariz.; 
and 

A bill (S. 392) to provide for the erection of a public building 
at Pre cott, in the State of .Arizona ; to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grountl.s. 

A bill ( S. 393) granting a pen ion to l\Iartin T. Knapp; to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. PHELAN: 
A bill (S. 394) granting an increase of pension to John Burns 

(with accompanying papers) ; to the Committee on Pen ions. 
By l\l.r. LANE; 
A bill . ( S. 393) to provide old-age pen ion. ; to the Committee 

on Pensions. 
A bill ( S. 396) to protect the rightc;; of women citizens of the 

United States to register and Yote for Senator of the Uulted 
States and l\lembers of the House of Representati\es; to the 

·Committee on Woman Suffrage. 
A bill (S. 397) to regulate control over all nayigable waters 

and estuaries thereof; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
A bill (S. 398) authorizing issuance of land patent to Lewis 

Montgomery; to the Committee on Public Lands. 
A bill ( S. 399) to amend paragmph 207 of the act appro\eu 

October 3, 1913, entitled "An act to reduce tariff duties and to 
provide revenue for the Government, and for other purposes " ; 
to the Coinmittee on Finance. 

(By request.) A bill (S. 400) to encolli·nge private euterpri e 
and capital in upbuilding the merchant marine of the United 
States and to promote commerce betweeu the United State and 
foreign nations; to the Com.Inittee on Commerce . 

A bill ( S. 401) to provide for the purcha. e of a site and the 
erection of a building thereon at Corvallis, in the State of 
Oregon; and 

A bill (S. 402) to provide for the acquisition of a' site anti. 
the erection of a public building thereon at Hood River, Oreg.; 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

A bill ( S. 403) for the relief of Joe Davis; 
A bill (S. 404) for the relief of EIDlDett W. Entriken; 
A bill (S. 405) making an appropriation to construct a na­

tional home for aged and infirm colored people and colored 
working girls, and to establish industrial farm to aid in the 
maintenance of the same; 

A bill (S. 406) making an appropriation for the payment of 
certain claims growing out of the Civil \Var; and 

A bill (S. 407) for the relief of James D. 'Vatts; to the Com­
mittee on Claims. 

·A bill (S. 408) to authorize the establi llinent of fi ·h-culturnl­
stations on the Columbia River or its tributaries in the State 
of Oregon or the State of Washington; 

A bill (S. 409) for the protection, regulation, and con er\U· 
tion of the fisheries of Alaska, and for other purpo es; and 

A bill (S. 410) to amend an act entitleu ".An act to pre\ent 
the extermination of fur-bearing animals in Alaska," etc. ; to 
the Committee on Fisheries. 

A bill (S. ·ill) for the relief of the Crow Indians in Mon­
tana; 

A bill (S. 412) for the relief of the o~nge Indians in Okla­
homa; 

A bill (S. 413) authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to 
withdraw from the Treasury a certain sum of the permanent 
fund of the Chippewas of Minnesota now on deposit therein to 
their credit; 

A bill (S. 414) to prohibit the sale of intoxicating liquor to 
Indians ; to provide penaltie therefor ; to amend chapter 10!) 
of volume 29, United States Statutes at Large, the same bein6 
an act of Congress approved January 30, 1897; 

A bill (S. 413) for the abolishment of the Indian Bureau, 
the closing out of Intlian tribal organization. , and for other 
purpo.·es ; 
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A bill ( S. ·11G) authorizing any nation,. tribe, or band of In­
C:lians to submit claims against the United State. to the Court 
of Claims, "·ith the right of either party to a11peal to the Su-
preme Court of the United States; and . 

A bill ( . 417) to reimburse the heir of Chief HeaD' Runner 
on account of hi· death and for property taken from him at the 
time of the Baker maB~acre; to the Committee on Indian 
AffniJ.· .. 
' BY i\Ir. 1YILLIAl\l : 

A. bill ( . 418) for the r elief of the estate of Francis ~layer­
hoff; 

A bill ( . 419) for the relief of heirs or es tate of Benjamin 
Garrett, deceased ; 

A bill (S. 420) for the relief of the e tate of J. J.\I. Forten-
berry decea ell· 

A ·bill (S. 42i) for the relief of l\Irs. P. A. E:kridge; 
A bill (S. 422) for the relief of Claris ·a Duncan and Charle 

E. Duncan; 
A bill ( S. 423) for the relief of the estate of l\Iary Dean, de­

cea ed; 
A bill ( S. 424) for the relief of the e tate of Enos Dan:·, de-

ceased; 
A bill (S. 425) for the relief of heirs or e tate of E. C. Cor­

nelius. deceased ; 
A bill (S. 426) for the relief of the heir of J. B. Clark; 
A bill ( S. 427) for the relief of the heir of Loui Ca to, de­

ceased; 
A bill (S. 428) for the relief of heir of Winston ::\lorris, 

deceased; 
A bill ( S. 429) for the r elief of 1\laria Elizabeth Burnett; 
A !Jill (S. 430) for the relief of the e. tate of H. . Bumpas , 

decea. ed; 
A bill (S. 431) to authorize the Postma. ter General to .:ettle 

the a ccount of Capt. J. H. E tes ; 
A !Jill ( . 432) for the relief of the heirs of J. L. \\-. Bullock, 

decea. ed; . 
A bill (S. 433) for the relief of the heirs of U. H. Buck, de­

cease(l; 
A !Jill ( S. 434) for the relief of the e ·tate of Capt. John 

Belino, decea ed; 
A bill ( S. 435) for the relief of Louis T. Burne~; 
A bill ( S. 436) for the relief of heirs of James Porter, lie­

ceased· 
A !Jill (S. 437) for the relief of the e tate of \\illiam Rich­

ard . decea ell ; 
A bill (S. 43 ) for the relief of the estate of Jose11h S. 

Ro ·ers, deceased ; 
A !Jill (S. 439) for the relief of James K. HamiJlen; 
A bill ·( S. 440) for the relief of ::\Ir . E. A. Lanier and estate 

of N. B. Lanier, deceased; 
A bill ( S. 441) for the r elief of the heirs of Jncob Kuykendall; 
A till ( . 442) for the relief of the estate of Pllereby R. 

Shepparll; 
A !Jill (S. 4-±3) for the re1ief of heir~ or e.<;tnte of Eunice 

Hur(lie. deceased; 
A bill ( •. 44-1) for the relief of Harry P. Lee, J ohn ~1. Lee, 

and the lu~irs of .1. athaniel "'· L ee, deceased; 
A bill (S. 445) for the relief of heirs or estate of J e . .. e J.\labry, 

deceased; 
A bill ( S. 44G) for the relief of the heir , tl ed see··, anl leg-

a tees of Willi Lowe, uecease<.l ; 
A bill (S. 447) for the relief of Thomas H . Jett; 
A bill _( S. 448) for the relief of l\1. T. Sigrest; 
A bill (S. 449) for the relief of heirs or estate of J ohn :\!ills, 

decea .. eu; 
A bill (S. 430) for the relief of Al~cc Petrie W atkins, Charle 

Petrie, and the heiJ.·s of En1 Petrie Hami1ton, or tllei r personal 
r epre ·entntin' : 

A bill ( . 451) for the relief of the trustees of En:-ro-t·een 
Lodge Ko. 77, F ree and Accepteu ::\lason ·, of Decatur. Miss.; 

A bill ( S. 452) for the relief of the ::\Iethodist Episcopal 
Olmrch onth, of Decatur, l\liss.; 

A llill (S. 453) for the relief of the trn tee of the Sageville 
Methodh;t Episcopal Church South, of SageYille, Lauderdale 
County, 1\liss.; 

A bill (S. 454) for the relief of the estate of Gl2.dney, Gard­
ner & o.; 

A bill (S. 4.33) for the relief of the estate of Julia A. Reece, 
decea ed; 

A bill ( S. 4G6) for the relief of the estate o'f \\illir.m Roberts, 
deceased; 

A bill (S. 437) for the relief of the heir· of Franklin Perin, 
dec asec1; 

A hill (S. 4GS) for the reli f of the e. tate of :.\iinen;-a 
Kei,·mun; 

A bill (S. 439) for the relief of the legal rept·e. entati\e of 
James l\1. Brab. ton anu Hoche H. Brahston; 

A bill (S. 4GO) for the relief of l\Iaria Elizabeth Burnett; 
A bill ( S. 461) for the relief of the le""al repre!:>-entative · of 

Gustavus Colhoun, lute of .c:\dams County, l\li. '8.; 
A bill (S. 462) for the relief of the estate of Frankli~ · ~-

Whitney, decea,:: d; · 
A bill ( S. 4U3) for tUe relief of the lte irs of .To. hua Nicholls ; 
A bill (S. 4G4) for tlle relief of Williaw H. •. Whiting and 

others; 
A bill (S. 4(33) for the relief of. the M~thodi~t Episcopal 

Church South, at 'ageville, Lauderllale 'ouuty, J.\Ii~s.; 
1 A bill (.'. 4GG) for the relief of the estate of Nevin Phare. ; 

A bill (S. 4G7) for the relief of W. ·w. Warren, administrator 
of the estate of .Tack ·on "~an·en, decea eel ; 

A bill (.' . 4(3 ) for the relief of heirs or e~tate of Louis Sum­
mer , decensed ; 

A bill (S. 4G9) for the relief of the heir.' of W. H. Sneed, 
decea ed ; 

• bill (.'. 470) f r the relief of the e~ tate of \\illiam Penn, 
lleceased; 

A bill (K -171) for the relief of heir or e. tate of W. R. 
Smith, decea. eu ; 

A bill (S. 472) for tile relief of Sargeant Prentiss K nnt, 
admini ti·ntor of the e tate of Haller Kutt, decea~ e<.l; 

A bill ( S. 473 ) for the relief of the beies of Charles F. 
l\lcLean; and 

A bill ( ' . 474) to onf('r jurisdiction on the 'ourt of Claimo. 
to readjudicate the ens :;; of Mattie W .• Jacl{son. wido"·· alld 
other again~t The rnitetl State·, and Mattie E. Hughes agai a:-;t 
The l!niteu • ' tHtes ; to the Committee on Claims. 

A bill (.'. 4T) for the relief of Brooke Gwnthmey Bir<l; and 
A bill (,_. 476) for thf' relief of Edward L. Keyes ; to the 

Committee on ::\Iilitnry Affairs. 
A bill (. ·. 477) granting a 11ension to Luc~· K. Kellogg; 
A bill (H. 478) grantino- a pension to Fannie E. Hilton; 
A bill (K 47!)) granting a pension to Robert Webb Banks ; 
A bill (S. 4 0) granting an increa e of pension to Ellen G. 

Taylor; . 
A bill ( S. '1 1) gmuting a pension to Etlward l\1. Riley; 
A bill (S. 4. 2) gmntin<>' a pension to John E. Hall; 
A bill ( S. 4 3) grant ing an increase of pen. ion to Elie Jones 

Quinby; 
A bill ( S. 4 4) o-ranting an increa. e of pen ion to Nancy 

Brooks; 
A bill (S. 4 5) grnnting an increase of pen ion to DaYi<l .W. 

Herriman ; 
• A bill ( S. 4 o) granting a pension to Elvi R. Street; 

A bill (R. 4 7) granting a pension to Eva A. Trager; 
A bill ( S. 4 ) "'ranting a pension to Su. an A. Strickler· nml 
A bill ( S. 4 9) ~ranting an increa e of pen~ion to l\1 ry A. 

l\lcElroy; to the Committee on Pen ion . 
By 1\Ir. 1\IcLE.·L.: 
A bill (S. 4!)0) granting an increa.,e of pen. ion t.o Catherin 

A. Payne; 
.\. bill ( S. 491) granting an increa e of pension to Samuel 

Morris; ' 
A bill ( S. 49- ) gnmting an increase of pension to Euwaru P. 

1\Ioro·an · 
A 

0

bill' ( S. 4!)3) grnnting an increa e of pension to Patrick J. 
l\loran; 

A bill (S. 4!)4) o-rauting an increase of _pen ion to Rosanna 
l\Iiller; 

A bill (S. 4DJ) grnnting an increase of pen ·ion to Delia J. 
l\lcKeon; 

A !Jill ( S. 49G) granting an. increase of pension to Robert 
Liddell; 

A bill (S. 407) granting an increase of pension to Lanra H. 
·Lathrop; 

A bill (S. 40. ) rrranting a pension to .l\lary D. Lauder; 
A bill ( S. 499) granting an increase of pension to Ralph 

Kent, jr.; 
A bill (S. GOO) grnnting an increase of pen ion to Annie 1\I. 

Jurld; · 
A bill (S. 501) granting a pension to OliYe Hazaru; 

bill ( S. 00:2 granting an increase of pension to Don Pedro 
Gri. wold; 

A bill ( S. G03) granting an increase of pension to George ,V. 
Garthwaite; · 

A !Jill ( S. G04) · o-ranting an inc rea e of pension to Mary E. 
Eddy; 

A bill (S. JO.)) granting an increase of pen ·ion to .Jose11hine 
l\I. Downes ; 

A !Jill ( .'. ;JOG) granting an increase of pension to Amos 
Dickinson ,; 

, 
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A bill (S. 507) granting an increa ·e of pen •ion to Sherman E. 

DPIIIiD~; 
A bill ( S. 508) granting an increase of pen ·ion to Henry A. 

Da~·ton; 
.-\ bill ( S. G09) gmnting an increa ·e of pension to Charles L. 

'hfll1llell f 
A bill (S. 510) granting an inc_rease of pension to Dan<l 

Bums; 
.\ bilL ( S. <>11) granting an fncr·eru e of pension to William 

Bmnt; 
A hill (S. G12) granting a pension to Elizabeth Rlake; 
. \ bill ( S. 513) granting an incr ase of pension to Theodore C. 

Hnte:::>; · 
A bill ( •. 514) ~ranting a pen. ion to Louise R. Baglin; 
A bill ( ~. 515) granting an increase of 11ension to George I. 

Babcock; 
A bill (S. GlO) rrr:mting an increa:e of pen:ion to Eva D. 

P>ck · 
A bill (S. G17) gmnting a 11en. ion to Jo:eph Povencher, jr.; 
A bill ( . 51 ) !!ranting an increa:e of pen ion to Curtis B. 

Ralph; 
A bill ( S. 519) .,.mnting an increa.,e of pen. ion to Ellen J. 

Raymond; 
A bill (S. 520) granting a pension to l\Iary L. Tucket Spittle; 
A bill (.'. 521) granting a pension to Frances 1\J. Swift; 
A bill (S. 522) granting an increase of pen. ion to Willi..'1m 

Thoma ; 
A bill ( S. 523) granting a pension to Laura Ti dale; 
A bill (S. 524) granting a pen ion to Harriet L. \Vhiton; antl 
.\. bill (S. u25) granting an increase of pension to .Andrew 

\Yinter; to the ommittee on Pensions. 
A bill (S. 5- 0) for the relief of l\lr ·. Jarvis M. \Villirun ; 
A bill ( S. 527) for the relief of the e tate of Philip Hal. ·ey 

ll€'mington; 
A bill ( S. 528) for the relief of the heir. of Paul X oyc. 
A bill ( S. 529) for the relief of A ice H . l\lor e ; 
A bill (S. 530) for the relief of .James Gilfillan; 
A bill ( S. <>31) for the relief of Charles J. I uller ; 
A bill (S . 532) for the relief of Joshua A. Fe enden an<l 

other ; 
A bill (S. 533) authorizing the payment to the widow of 

Dorence Atwater of compensation for sen·ices rendered the 
-nite<l States of America; and 

A bill (S. 534) for the relief of the heirs of Aunm auu Noah 
Brown; to the Committee on Claims. 

A bill (S. 535) to amend section 4414 of tbe Revised Stat­
utes of the Unite<l State relating to the appointment of local 
and as istant inspectors of steam ves el ·; and 

A bill (S. 536) for the improvement of runigation of the 
Connecticut River and authorizing the Connecticut River Co. 
to relocate and construct a dam in said riwr above the village 
of Windsor Locks, in the State of· Connecticut; to the Com­
mittee on Commerce. 

A bill (S. 537) for the relief of Jo eph \Vygant; 
A bill (S. 538) for the relief of Henry E. Williams; 

' A bill ( S. 539) for the relief of John l\l. Squire ; 
A bill ( S. 540) for the relief of Edward Slwnnon; 
A bill { S. 541) for the relief of Lester .A. Rockwell ; 
A bill ( S. 542) to grant medals to survi\'ors and heirs of 

volunteers of the Port Htl<lson forlorn-hope storming party; · 
A bill (S. 543) to correct the military record of Walter H. 

Hutchinson; and 
A bill (S. 544) to correct the military record of Charles K . 

Bond, alias Kimooll W . Rollins; to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

A bill (S. 545) authorizing the Secretary of '\Var to erect a 
monument at Valparaiso, Chile; to the CQmmittee on the 
Library. 

A bill (S. 546) reO'ulating the uRe of name by fraternal 
orclers ; to the Committee on PoRt Office and Post Road . 

By l\Ir. SUTHERLAND : 
A bill (S. 547) to authorize tile erection of a monument at 

Fort Seybert, W. Va., to commemorate the capture and mas­
R::tcre of Capt. Seybert an<l a number of men an<l women at 
thnt point and in the outh Fork anll South Branch Valleys 
of the Potomnc. by the noted Indian chief Kill Buck an<l his 

. hnn<l of Indian waiTior. in the year 176 ; to the Committee on 
th.:) Library. 

A bill (S. 548) to reimbur. e S. S. Buzzer<l, po tma··ter of 
n rkeley Springs 1\lorgau County, \V. Ya., for cnsh stolen; and 

~\. bill (S. 549) to reimburKe r ··aiuh • tephen ·, postmaster of 
2\k~Iechen. Iarshnll < ~ounty. ,V. Yn., for money and postage 
tmnp. stolen; to thf' ~ummittf'P on Po:-:t Offices and Post Roads. 

; bill (S. 550) for tl1P relief of the leg;ll r«:>pt·c~entatiYes of 
Jolin T . ...-\elkin:-:, <leePn:o:e<1; 

A bill (S. 551) for the relief of Jasper New·ton Gibson ; 
A bin (S. 552) foJ: tile relief of Thomas J. Lloyd; 
A bill (S. 553) for the relief of R. A. McCutcheon; 
A bill ( S. 5;54) for the 1·elief of Mr . Sarah L. Nnzu:n, "\"\"'i<low 

of Joel D. ~uzum, decease<1; and · 
.A bill (S. 555) for the relief of the e tates of Aaron Van 

Camp and Vii·giniu~ P. Chapin; to the Committee on Claims. 
A bill ( S. 556) to remove the charge of desertion from the 

military record of Solomon l\1. Bennett; 
A bill (S. 557) for the relief of John W. Berry; 
A bill ( S. 5GB) to rem ore the charge of desertion from the 

military recol'd of John B. Connolly; 
A bill ( S. ~39) for the relief of John \V. l\Iay ; 
A bill (S . 560) to remm--e the charge of desertion from the 

military recor<l of John l\Inrphy; 
A bill (S. 561) for the relief of Theophilu Nuzum; 
A bill ( S. 5G2) to remoye the charge of desertion from the · 

military record of Thoma Simmons; and 
A bill ( S. 563) for the relief of George B. Tod<l ; to the Com­

mitte3 on l\lilitary Affairs. 
A bill (S. 504) granting an increase of pension to General 

Taylor Garrison; 
A bill ( S. -66) granting an increa e of pension to Oscar :N. 

Gree1·; 
A bill ( S. 006) gmnting an increase of pension to Daniel \V. 

Bartlett; 
A bill ( S. 507) granting an increase of pen. ion to Ann Bate·· ; 
A bill ( S. 568) granting an increase of pension to Elizabeth 

Beorn; 
A bill (::.1. 509) granting an increase of pension to Luke P. 

Brooks· 
A bili ( S. 570) granting a pension to Charles B. Cundiff; 
A bill (S. 571) granting an increa e of pension to Daniel R. 

Cokeley; 
A bill (S. 572) granting a pen ·ion to Anderson- Cruru; 
.A bill ( S. 573) granting an i ncrea ·e of pen. ion to Thomas E. 

lark · 
A bin (S. 574) granting an increase of pen ion to \Yilliam 

A. Cale; 
A bill (S . G75) granting nn increaLe of pen. ion to Georg B. 

Dougla.;. ; 
A bill (S. 576) granting a pension to I<la l\1. Goou\Yin; 
A bill ( S. 577) for the relief of West Virginia 'tate troops ; 
A bill (S. 578) granting a pen ion to Edwin T. Jones; 
A bill (S. 579) granting an increa e of pen ion to Jacob J. 

Lee; 
A bill (S. :380) granting an increase of pension to Geor~e .A. 

Liston; 
A bill (S . 581) granting an increa e of pension to Samuel 

1\Ic.A.tee; 
A bill (S. 582) granting a pension toW. H . l\lallow; 
A bill (S. 0 3) granting an increase of pension to John W. 

Marks; 
A bill (S. 584) grantiug an increase of pension to LeYi 

Morris; 
A bill (S. 585) granting an increa .. e of pen. ion to Joshua C. 

Oguen; 
A bill (S. G86) granting an increase of pension to _11 :s:.nn1ler 

need; 
A bill ( S. G87) granting an increase of pen ion to Enoch 

Robert. ; 
A bill (S. 588) granting a pension to William P. llobin:on; 
A. bill (S. GS9) granting an increase of pen ion to Benjamin 

N. Sa tterfielcl ; 
A bill (500) granting an increase of pension to Benjamin 1-'. 

Smith; 
A bill (S. 501) granting a pension to Solomon P. Stulnak.er; 
A bill (S. 592) granting a pen ion to Joseph Steven ; 
A bill (S. 593) granting pensions to the officer· aml soldiers 

who sen-eu in the We t Virginia State troops in the late Ci\il 
\Var; 

A. bill (S. 594) granting a pension to teamsters bridge bnilcl­
ers, an<l railroad repairers who were in the erV'ice of the 
Unite<1 States <luring the Ci\il War; 

A bill (S. 595) granting an increase of pension to Benjamin 
Taylor; 

A bill ( S. 59G) granting an incren. e of pension to James \V . 
Toothman; 

A bill (S. 597) granting a pension to Eugar Travi ; 
A bill ( S. 598) granting a pension to Cale Trippett · 
A bill (S. 599) granting a pension to Henry Wa. hin,gton · 
A bill (S. 600) gnmting an increa~e of pen ·ion to Ellsworth 

E. \Velch; 
A bill (S. GOl) granting an increase of pension to Daniel W. 

'Vel 1.1; 

/ 
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A bi~l ( S. 602) granting a pension to Lula C: Winans; 
A bill ( S. 603) granting an increase of pen ion to Gordon H. 

Williams· 
A bill (s. 60-1) granting an increase of pension to David D. 

Arnold· 
A bill (S. 603) gt·anting a: pension to Asa W. Coplin; 
A bill ( S. 606) granting an increase of pension to Henry 

Arthur· -
A bill ( S. 607) granting an increase of pension to America 

Po. tel"\\ait; 
A bill (S. 608) granting an increase of pen ion to John B. 

R aines; 
A bill ( S. 609) gt·pnting an increase of pen ·ion to l!Jlizabeth 

Jordan· 
A_ bil'l· (S. 610) granting an increa e of pen ion to Jet_hrow 

Davis ; 
A bill (S. 611) granting an increase of pension to Joseph 

Harman; 
A bill (S. 612) granting an increase of pen ion to C. C. 

Stemple; 
A bill (S. 613) granting an increase of pension to Leander N. 

Thornberry, now known as Frank H. Reynolds ; 
A bill (S. 614) granting an increase of pension to Isaac Boyce; 
A bill ( S. 615) grunting an increase of pension to Edward D. 

Hamrick; 
A bill ( S. 616) granting an increa e of pension to Fannie I. 

Cooper; 
A bill ( S. 617) granting an increase of pen ion to William L. 

S"\\iger; 
A bill (S. 618) granting an increase of pension to Littleton T. 

1\loruan · 
A thm' (S. 619) gt·anting an increase of pE-nsion to William J. 

Grimm; and 
A bill lS. 620) granting an increase of pE'n ion to Cllarles lV. 

Ebert ; to the Committee on Pensions. 
By 1\fr. POMERENE: 
A bill (S. 621) to provide for the promotion of Americanilm­

tion of immigrants through educationr aml to appropriate money 
therefor; to the Committee on Immigration. 

A bill ( S. 622) to amend section 985 of the Revi:ed Statutes 
of the United States; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill (S. 623) to provide for the erection of a monument to 
Gen. William Henrj Harrison, late Pre. Went of the United 
States; to the Committee on the Librar;r. 

A bill (S. 624) pro\iding an additional appropriation for the 
Federal building at Steubenville, Ohio ; 

A bill (S. 625) for tlle purcha. e of a pot-office site at Bucy­
rus, Ohio; 

A bill (S. 626) proYi<ling for the purchase of a site for the 
purpose of erecting a Fede1·al building thereon in the city of 
Troy, county of Miami, State of Ohio, and appropriating the 
money therefor ; and 

A bill (S. 627) to authorize and direct the Sec-retary of the 
Treasury to contract for the enlargement, extension, remodeling, 
and improvement of the present Federal building in Youngs­
town, Ohio; to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

A bill (S. 628) to increa e the efficiency of the United States 
1\lilitary and the United States Naval Academies, 2nd to in­
crease the number of graduates therefrom by the immediate 
establishment of a one-year united service school in the 1\fiUdle 
West; 

A bill ( S. 629) to authorize the President to reinstate Guy 
H. B. Smith, formerly captain, Fourth United States Infantry, 
in the Army ; 

A bill (S. 630) to amend section 4875 of the Revi eel Statutes 
to provide a compensation for superintendents of national 
ceQJeteries ; 

A bill (S. G31) to authorize the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate; to 
appoint George L. Morrison captain of CaYalry, to take rank 
as such next after Capt. James A. 1\Iars; and 

A bill ( S. 632) for the relief of Col. Selden Allen Day; to the 
Committee on 1\lilitary Affairs. · 

A bill ( S. 633) for the retirement of employees in the classified 
civil service; to the Committee on Civil SerYice and Retrench-
men~ -

A bill _(S. 634) to promote e},_-port trade, and for other pur-
po es; - -

A bill ( S. 635) to amend section 21 of ':An act relating to bills 
of lading in interstate and foreign commerce," approved August 
29, J 916 ; and 

A bill (S. 636) to nmend an act entitled "An act to regulate 
commerce," as amended, in respect of car service, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

A bill ( S. 637) · regulating the i suanre of checks, drafts, ancl 
orders for the payment of money -within the Di trict of Columbia; 

A bill (S. 638) authorizing the Post Office Department to ac­
quire and extend the telephone system of the District of Colum­
bia; to insure the Goyernment complete control of uch means of 
communication in safeguarding its military and executive affairs 
within the seat of government; to pro,·ide a special telephone 
senice to facilitate the direct ~le of farm products to con­
sumers in said Di trict; and to establi h the efficiency an<l 
economy with "\\hich such serYice may be po tally conducted; 

A bill (S. 639) regulating itinerant '"endor in tile District of 
Columbia ; and 

A bill (S. 640) for the retirement of public-school teachers in 
the District of Columbia.; to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

By 1\lr. SHERi\Llli : 
A bill (S. 641) for the relief of 1\lary C. Mnyers; and 
A bill (S. 642) for the relief of Edward N. 1\lcCarty; to the 

Committee on Claims. 
A bill (S. 643) for the relief of Clark ,V, Cottrell; 
A bill (S. 644) for the relief of Luther Cline; 
A bill (S. 645) for the relief of Cnleb T. Hollan(} ; and 
A uill (S. 646) for the relief of James Orange; to the Com-

mittee on Military Affairs. _ 
A bill (S. 647) granting a pension to Amanda B. Birch; 
A bill ( S. 648) granting a pension to Margaret Boudreaux; 
A bill ( S. 649) granting a pension to Mary E. Bradshaw; 
A bill (S: 650) granting a pension to John Augu. t Bohman; 
A bill (S. 651) granting a pension to 1\Iom·oe Cole; 
A bill (S. 652) granting an increa e of pen ion to Jo eph 

Creed; 
A bill ( S. 653) granting a pension to Com Con;.r,et ; 
A bill (S. 654) granting an increase of pension to John W. 

Chapman; 
A bill ( S. 655) granting a pension to Ellen Hammond Clark ; 
A bill (S. 656) granting Q. pension to Hel>ecca F. Cullison; 
A bill ( S. 657) granting an increase of pension to Celia J. 

Cravi-ford; 
A bill (S. 658) granting an increase of pension to Thomas J. 

Denny; · 
A bill ( S. 659) granting an increas of pension to Mary l\1. 

Dalzell; 
A bill ( S. 6GO) granting an increas of pen ion to Aaron N. 

-Elliott· 
A bjti' (S. 661) granting a pension to Hector C. Fairfowl; 
A bill ( S. 662) granting a pension to .John A. l''o ter ; 
A bill ( S. 663) granting an increase of pen ion to Margaret J. 

Fletcher; _ 
A bill (S. 664) gmnting an increa · of pen ·ion to Zeba D. 

French; 
A bill (S. 665) granting a pensic.n to Jolm W. Ferris; _ 
A bill ( S. 666) granting an increu e of pension to Ed"\\ard L. 

Frabe; _ 
A bill (S. 667) granting an increa e of · pen ion to Emma S. 

Gere; 
A bill (S. 668) granting a )ension to Fmnk l\1. Gilmore; 
A bill (S. 669) granting a pension to Jane Goodman; 
A bill (S. 670) granting an increa e of pen ion to John S. 

Go9drear; • 
A bill (S. 671) granting a pension to Thomas S. Gher; 
A bill (S. 672) granting an increase of pension to George W. 

Grigg; -
A bill (S. 673) granting an increa ·e of pen ion to Willinm Hix; 
A bill ( S. 674) granting a pension to Jacob Hefler; 
A bill (S. 675) granting a pen ion to William D. Harrington; 
A bill (S. 676) granting a pension to Eliza Hi-·er; 
A bill (S. 677) granting an increase of pen ion to Frances r... 

Hay; . 
A bill (S. 678) granting a pen. ion. toG org W. In-in; 
A bill (S. 679) granting a pen ion to 1\Iary W. James; 
A bill (S. 680) granting a pension to Jame T. Johnson; 
A bill (S. 681) granting a . pension to William E. Johnson;· 
A bill (S. 682) granting a pen ion to MarO'aret Jeffrey; 
A bill - ( S. 683) granting an increa e of pension to William 

L. V. Kite; ·' 
A bill (S. 684) granting an increase of l)en ion to Alexander 

Lem01·a; 
A bill (S. 685-) granting a pension-to Sarah 1\Iorton ;-. 
A bill ( S. 686) granting a pension to Sarah E. Murray; 
A bill ( S. 687) granting a pension to Fannie H. Maffitt; 
A bill (S. 688) granting an increase of pension to Daniel B. 

Mills; __ 
A bill (S. 689) granting a pension to Fred 1\Iuff; 
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A bill (S. 690) granting an increase of. ~ension to 'Villiam 

O'Callaghan; _ _ _ _ 
A bill (S. '691) granting an increase of pension to Chester C. 

Overturf; 
A bill (S. 692) .granting a pension to Henry A. Rowley; 
A bill ( S. 693) granting an increase of pension to Madison_ 0. 

Rose; "·. 
A bill (S. 694) granting an increase of pension to_ Warren B. 

Rich; 
A bill ( S. 695) granting a pension to Elizabeth Rigg ; 
A bill (S. 696) granting a pensi~n t9 Clarinda Stoner; 
A bill (S. 69T) granting an increase of pension to Iva 0. 

Shepardson ; 
A bill (S. 698) granting a pension to ~Iizabeth F. Skeen; 
A bill (S. 699) granting a pension to l\Iary E. Sargent; 
A bill (S. 700) granting a pension to Gu t:1v J. Tichy~ . 
A bill ( S. 701) granting an increase of pension to Felix 1\I. 

Wheat; 
A bill (S. 70~) granting a pension to Frank H. Wright; 
A bill (S. 703) granting an increase of pension to John Wones; 
A bill ( S. 704) granting a pension to :[ ohn Zilkie ; and 
A bill ( S. 705) granting an increase of pen ion to Ella Con-

ner; to the Committee on Pensions. 
By 1\lr. HUGHES: 
A bill ( S. 706) for the relief of George 'Vinga te ; anu . 
A bill (S. 707) for the relief of Daniel De~agen; to the 

Committee on Military Affairs. 
A bill (S. 708) to provide for the retirement of employees in 

the Postal Service, and for other benefits and _ purpo es in con-
nection therewith ; and · 

A bill ( S. 709) to regulate the payment of alaries of post­
office clerks in first and second class po t office and letter car­
riers in the City Delivery Service; to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

A bill (S. 710) to reinstate Elwin Carlton Taylor a· a passed 
a si tant surgeon in the United States Ni:tYy; and 

A bill (S. 711) to place Albert Hamilton on the retired list of 
the United States Navy; to the Committee on Naval Affairs. ' 

A bill (S. 7i2) for the relief of Bayard T. Garrabrant; nl'l.cl 
A bill ( S. 713) for the relief of the Stevens In titute of Tech­

nology, of Hoboken, N.J.; to the Committee on Claims. 
Bv Mr. ASHURST: 
A~ bill ( S. 714) providing for an additional judge for the dis­

trict of Arizona; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
A bill ( S. 715) to establish a fish-hatching and fish-cultural 

station in the State of Arizona; to the Committee on Fisheries. 
A bill ( S. 716) to provide Federal aiel in caring for indigent 

tuberculous person,cs, and for other purposes ; to the Committee 
on Interst..'1te Commerce. 

A bill ( S. 717) authorizing receipts from the sale of surplus 
power to be applied to the payment of construction or operation 
and maintenance charges on reclamation projects ; to the Com­
mittee on Irrigation anu Reclamation of Arid -Land . 

A bill ( S. 718) making an appropriation for the construc­
tion of roads within the Petrified Forest National Monument, 
Ariz.; to the Committee on Appropriations. 

A bill (S. 719) to authorize a report upon tho necessity for 
the construction of a diver ion dam with a bi'idge ·uper tructure 
acro ··s the Gila River on the Gila Bend Inuiun Reservation, 
Ariz.; 

A bill (S. 720) authorizing a report upon _the feasibility of 
constructing the Colorado River Indian irrigation project; and 

A bill ( S. 721) to authorize a report upon the necessity for 
the construction of a bridge across the Salt River on the Salt 
River Indian Reservation, Ariz.; to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

By 1\lr. THOMPSON: 
A joint resolution (S. J. Res. 3) proposing an amendment to 

the Constitution of the United States, providing for national 
prohibition; to the ·committee on -the Judicim·y. 

A joint resolution (S. J. Res: 4) -·propo ing an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United 'States, extending the right of 
suffrage to women; to the Committee on " roman Suffrage. 

By 1\Ir. OWEN : · · 
·· A joint resolution (S. J. Res. 5) proposing an amendment to 

the Constitution of the United States, extending the right of 
suffrage to women; to the Committee on 'Voman Suffrage. 

A joint resolution (S. J. Res. 6) relating to the transmission 
through the mails of publicity pamphlets; to the Committee on 
Post Offices and Po~t Roads. - ·, · 

A joint resolution (S. J. Res. 7) relating to the constitu· 
tionality of acts of Congre~ s; and 

A joint resolution ( S. .J. Re.'S. 8) proposing a method of 
amending the Constitution of the United State· by establishing 
constitutional mnjol'ity rule ; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A joint resolution (S. J. Res. 9) looking toward an interna­
tional peace conference at The Hague immediately after the 
close of the present war in Europe; to the Committee on l!"or­
eign Relations. 

By l\Ir. McKELLAR : 
A joint resolution ( S. J. Res. 10) creating offices of congre~­

sional examiners; to the Committee on Civil Service and Re­
trenchment. 

By l\Ir. SHAFROTH : 
A joint resolution (S. J. Reoo. 11) propo ·ing an amendment to 

the Constitution of the United States conferring upon women 
the right of suffrage; to the Committee on Woman. Suffrage. 

A joint resolution (S. J. Res. 12) proposing an amendment to 
the Constitution of the Uniteu State. providing for the election 
of President and Yice Pre ident without the intervention of the 
electoral college, e t abli ·hing their term of office from the third 
Tuesday of January following their election, and fixing the 
time when the terms of Senators and Representatives shall be­
gin; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. 'V ADS WORTH: 
A joint resolution (S. J. Res. 13) extending the time within 

which the "joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of War 
to issue temporary permits for additional diversions of water 
from the Niagara River" shall remain in effect; to the Com- ­
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

By l\Ir. POINDEX'l'ER: 
A joint resolution (S. J. Res. 14) proposing an amendment to 

the Constitution of the United States; and 
A joint re!':olution ( S. J. Re ·. 15) proposing an amendment to 

the Constitution of the United States; to the Committee Ol! 

'Voman Suffrage. 
By 1\lr. Sl\lOOT: 
.~ joint re. olution (S. J. Res. 16) providing that the Con­

gre s of the United State· shall participate in the celebration 
of the " golden wedding " of the first transcontinental lines of 
rail"·ay in the United States; to the Committee on Industrial 
Expositions. 

N-\TCI:ALIZATION OF _<\LIE~S. 

Mr. TOWKSE~D. 1\Ir. Pre ident, I pre ·ent several bills for 
reading and reference, but I wi ·h to call attention to one in 
particular. I am informed that there are in this country 
thousands of German aliens who have neglected through care­
lessne s to take out their natm·alization papers, although they 
have been in the United States many years. _They have been 
and· are law-abiding re iuents of our country, but at this time 
they realize, as they have neYer realized before, that they have 
neglected the opportunity which has been accorded them to 
become citizens of a country which th,ey loYe and with which 
their highest " ·elfure is aligned. They are now recorded or 
will be recorded as aliens, and the finger of su picion will be 
pointed at them. I am adYised that they are very anxious to 
become citizens of the United States at once. 

I introduce this bill providing for naturalizing tho e citizens. 
without making the ueclaration of intention , who comply with 
the law of the iand in regard to naturalization in other re­
!':pects and who have been here for fi\e years or more. I moye 
that the bill be refeTred to the Committee ·on Immigration. 

The bill ( S. 124) to provide for the naturalization of certain 
aliens was read twice by its title and referred to the Committee 
on Immigration. 

WOMA Sl.TFFRAGE. 

l\1r. JONES of New Mexico. l\1r. President, I introuuce n 
joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States conferring upon women the right of suffrage. 
This joint resolution is identical with one introduced in several 
previous Congresses and generally known us the Susan B. 
Anthony amendment. I have been requested -by the National 
American Woman Suffrage Association and others to introduce 
this joint resolution in such oruer as would cause it to bear 
number " 1 " as in previous Congresses. I had planned tl:iis 
course, but the exigencies of this exfraoruinary ses ion of Con­
gress have not made this purpose practicable or advisable, owing 
to the tremendous importance of the joint resolution inh·oduced 
on 1\Ionday night. I know that the supporters of this joint reso­
lution are quite Vi11ling that it shall bear a subsequent number. 
I therefore introduce the joint resolution and ask that it be 
referred to the Committee on Woman Suffrage. 

The joint resolution (S. J. Res. 2) proposing an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States conferring upon women 
the right' of suffrage was read twice by its title and referred to 
the Committee on Woman -Suffrage. 

NATIONAL PROHilliTIO~. 

1.\fr. SHEPPARD. I introduce a joint re olntion, which I ask 
may be read at length. It is short. 
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The joint resolution (S. J. Res, 17) proposing an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States was read the first time 
by its title anu the . econ<l time at length, as follows: 

Rcsol~:ed by the , enate and House ot Rcpt·eser~tatives of th~ United 
, tates of A.lllel'ica i1~ Congress assembled (ttco-thirds of each House oon­
cuning tll e·rcin), That the following amendment to the Constitution be, 
and bereiJy i~ , propos d to the State , to become valid as a part of the 
< 'onstitution when ratified by the legi latures of the seyeral States as 
provided by the Constitution : 

"ARTICLE-. 

"SECTro~ 1. The manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicatin~ 
lictuor within, tho importation thereof into, and the exportation thereor 
from the United States and all territory sub,iect to the jurisdiction 
tlwreof for bf:'ver·age purpo ·es at·e hereby prohibited. 

" SE<'. 2. 'l'he ongre s shall have powf1r to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation, and nothing m tbL article hall deprive the 
r<t~veral tates of their pO\Yet' to enact and enforce law prohibiting the 
traffic in intoxicating liquors." 

The YICE PRE IDEKT. The joint resolution \\ill be re­
feiTed to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A:llE~D:\rE::'\T TO DEFIC!IE~ Y .APPROPRllTIOX BILL. 

Mr. JONES of Wa hington submitted an amendment propos­
ing to appropriate. 4,000 to pay John W. Keener for compiling 
and indexing the Public Land Statutes of the United State , 
printed as enate <locument No. 547, Sixty-fourth Congre · , first 
. e.·._ion, intended to be proposed by him to the general deficiency 
fll)pt·opriation bill (H. n. 12), which was referred to the Com­
mittee on Appropriatio.ns and ortJerell to b printed. 

Mr. HUGHES ubmitted an amendment proposing to appro­
priate . 1,200 to ·pay Dennis l\f. Kerr for e)..-tra and expert er\­
ices rendere<l to the Committee on Pensions during the second 
R !'~ion of the ixty-fotu'th Congr s, etc., intended to be pro­
po ·eu by him to the general deficiency appropriation bill (H. R. 
12), which was referred to the Committee on Pen. ions Ull<l or­
t]ereu to be printed. 

i)IEXD:llENT OF THE RULES. 

Mr. HUGHE. . I de ire to giYe notice that on to-morrow I 
l'ltnll ~·ubmit a propo ed amendment to the rule of the Senate, 
to read as follows : · 

I hereby give notice of intention to propo. e an amendment to the 
r.ulPs of the ~ nate, as follows : 

u Reso"t,;ed, That after a bill or joint r esolution hall have been re­
ported to the Senate from the Committee of the Whole no Senator 
l-ihall, without unanimous consent, speak for more than one hour on 
th bill nor for more than 10 minutes on any amendment, and that all 
such dehate shall be pertinent and relevant to the subject under dis­
cu. !'>ion.' 

FEDERAL ANTITRU T DECISIO ~s . . 
l\Ir. McLEAN . ubmitted the following concurrent re olution 

(S. Con, Res. 1), which was read and referred to the Committee 
n Printing: 
Re8ol·,;ccl by tltc Se11ate ~the Ilousc of Representatives concm··ri'II(J). 

That there be printed 8Dd bound 3.000 copies of the Federal antitruRt 
t]c•cis;ion '. 1911 to 1917, to be compiled by the direction of the Depart­
lll{'nt of Ju tice, 1,000 copies for the use of the Senate and 2,000 copies 
for the use of the llou e of Representatives. 

.ALICE CANNING. 

Mr. HUG HE submitted the following resolution ( . R ·. 22), 
which wa referred to the Committee to Au<.lit and Control the 
Contingent Expen e of the Senate: 

R esolved, That the Secretary of the Senat~ be, anu he hereby is, 
autbru·ized and directed to pay, from the miscellaneous items of the 
contingent fund of the Senate, to Alice Canning, widow of Thomas A. 
Canning. late conuuctor of elevator in tbe employ of the United States 
Senate, a sum equal to six months' salary at the rate he was recei"\"ing 
by law at the time of his death, said sum to be considered as inclucl­
ing funeral expenses and all other allowances. 

WASHINGTO~ RAILWAY & ELECTRIC CO. 

Mr. HUGHES ubmitted the following resolution ( S. Re . 23), 
which was referred to the Committee to Audit and Control the 
Contin(l'ent Expen e · of the Senate : 
" •her as differences have arisen between the Washington Railway & 

J·:lectric Co. (a b;eet railway corporation in the District of Colum­
bia, ('t'eated and {'Xi ting by virtue of the act of Congress approved 
June 5, 1900) and c rtain of its employees, by reason of which said 
Pmployee decla red a strike or "walkout" on Monday, March 12, 
1917, anu withdrew from the service it the company ; and 

Whereas the failure of the said st:re t railway company and its em­
ployee to cttle and adju t their differences ha caused and is caus­
ing g1;cat public inconvenience and loss; and 

Wberea it is in the intereRt of the public safety and welfare that the 
causes of the exi. ·ting dift'erenecs between the Wa hington Railway 
& Electric 'o. and its employ('CS should be ascertained and a means 
clevi ed. if noR ible whereby the ~arne may be justly accommo<lute<l : 
:\ow, therefore, b it 
Rcsol-cccl, That a committee of five Senator. be appointed by the 

Pre iding Officer of th 'ena.te, who are hereby given full authority to 
inv tiga tc the t>::t u. ·c or cau. e which have occa ioned the p~·esent strike 
by the ~:a ill employ ee of the Wa. hington Railway & Electric Co. and 
to report the r e. ult. f its inve tigution~ with such recommendations 
as it may de m p1·oper to make, to the ::senate at the earliest possible 
•lay, antl the suitl ~:ommittee or subcommittee thereof is hereby given 
powf.'r anti nutiJority to summon witnes es, administer oaths, and take 
tc. timony untlCI' oath as to all matters. and things covered by this 
r :olutivu ami to employ such clerical anu stenographic assistance as 
may be nece sary in the premise~. the expen es of said committee to 
be paid out of tne contingent fund of the ::;cnate. 

:AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 

1\Ir. OWEN submitted the following re ·olution (S. Res. ~-±), 
which was referred to the Committee on Rules : 
xiif~ol5lfx That Rules. I, III, IV, V. VI, VII, VIII, IX, X, XII, XVI, 
to read a :!'o~s ~XII, XXVIII, :S:XIX, :S:XXYI, and XL b amcndeu 

"Rt:LE I. 
".iPPOIXT:UEXT OF A SEXATOR TO THE CH.\TU. 

"First. In the ab enc ot the Vice Pr sident the Sl'nate shall <:boo e 
a r,resident prQ tempore. (Jefferson's Manual, Sec. ~X.) 

Second. In the absence of the VIce 1->re Went, and pendtng the 
election of a President pro tempore, the Seer tary of the , '<'nate, or in 
bi.s absence the Chief <.."'lerk, ·hall perform the duties of the hair. 
(J~~erson:s ~annal, ~ec. IX.) . 

That 1t 1s competent for the Senate to elect a Pre. ith'nt pro t<'L1l ­
por~, who shall hol<l the office during the plea ure of the 'enate ancl 
until another i · elected, nnd shall execut the duties thereof during all 
fu~·e absences of the Vice Pre ·ident until the ~enatc otherwl;; orller. 

Third. The Pre. ident pro tempore shall hav the right to name in 
open Senate, or, if absent, in writing, a ~enator to perform th !lutiP.' 
of the Chair, but such . ubstitution hall not cxten•l ueyonu an acljonrn­
m~~t, except by unanimous consent. (.Jefferson's Manual. Sec. IX.) 

Fourth. In event of a vacancy in the office of the Vic PrN;illen t. 
or whene"\"er the powers and dutie · of the Pr .ldent ·hall devolve .on 
the Vi<;e Prt;sident, the Presitlent pro tt>mpor hall have the ri.,.ht to 
n~me, m wnting, a Senator to perform the duti s of the halr 8u1·lug 
h1s ab encc, and the Senator :o named shall have the right to name in 
o~en session, OJ' in writing, if ab. ent, a Henator to perform th dutie~ 
of the (;l1air, but such substitution hall not extE-nd bE-yond adjoUl'n­
ment, except by unanin1ous coru;ent. (Jefferson's Manual Het· IX ) 

-" 1l'lftb. That whenever a ~enator hall be tlesignatt>f'l 'by t.be PJ'N<i­
dent pro tempore to perform the dutie. of the Chair during his t em· 
porary a b. enee he ·hall be empowered to F:i.gn, as acting l'residen t pro 
tempore, the enrolled bill. and joint re olntions coming from the llousf1 
of Rcpre entati"\"e · for pre entation to the Presitlent of the enitcd 

tates. 
"4- .Senator occupying the chair temporarily in the nb:;;encP of tho~" 

pres1drng officers who may occupy it und~r the rult' i.- authoJ;izctl to 
sign !Jill and joint re olution as ·et forth in thi · daU.'l'. 

''RuLE III. 
"COlL\:lEXCE:UEXT OF DAILY SE,'SIOXS. 

." First. 'l'he Presidin<>- Officer having tak<'n the chair, a1:11l a quqo1·um 
bemg pre. ent, the .Journal of the precetllng tla.y shall be r ad, a nd any 
mistal;:e made in the entrie. corrected. Tbc reading of tho Journal 
shal_l not he suspended unless by unanimous con. cnt, nn<l when :my 
motio.n shall be made to amend or correct the sanw it sball he dPPIUl•tl 
a privileged que tion and proceedetl with until db;po.-t>d of. (Jeffer-
son' :llanual, ~ecs. YI, :S:LlX. ) 

1 
"QUORUll. 

" 'econd. A quorum . hall consist of a majol'it~· of th e .'(•nators tluly 
chosen and worn. (J<'ffct· ·on' :llanual, ec. VI.) 

"RULE IV. 
"JOCRXAL. 

"Fir t . The proceelllngs of the , (!nate shall he IJriefly antl acem·atf' ly 
stated on the Journal. Me ages of tho l're.-idtmt in full; titl<•s tif 
bills and joint re o1utions, anti such parts as shall be nffede<l hy ]H'u­
posed amendment·; every vote, and a brief . tatE>ment nf th' contPnt: 
of each petition, memorial, or paper pre 't>ntcd to the Scnut ·hall I.Jc 
entered. (Jetrer on's Manual, Sec. XLIX.) 

"Second. The legislative, the· executi"\"e the confiilential lrgislutlv 
proceetUngs, an<l the proceedings when . ttting a · a CoUl't of lmprH('h­
ment . ball each be recordccl in a separat IJook. (Jefferson's )lauua1, 
~ec. XLI:S:.) 

"RULE V. 
"QUORU:\1-AnSE~T SENATORS MAY BE REXT FOU . 

"FirAt. No Senator . hall ab ent himself from the cnlcc of the , 'en-
ate without lea"\"e. Jel!erNon';- [anual, ,'r. . Vlll.) 

"Second. If, at any time during the daily . es ·ions or the 'cnatf'. a 
question shall be raised by any 'enator as to the pt·e ence of a quorum, 
the presiding officer hall forthwith direct the .'ecretary to call the 
roll and shall announce the result, and these proceedings shall be with­
out debate, but a econd call for a quorum . ball not be had until hu. i­
ne , other than <lebate, ba been pr ·enteu or bas intervened. A 'pn­
ator hall not be required to yield the :floor to another R('nator for the 
purpo.-e of sugge ting the absence of a quorum without his con:o;eut. 

"Third. Whenever upon su ·h roll call it shall b ascl'rtain tl that :1. 
quorum is not present, a majority of the •enators pr ·cnt DUlY clirf'ct 
the ergeant at Arm· to requ st and, when nect>. ~ ary, to compel the 
attendance of the ab. ent Senators, by isRuing a warrant signf'd by tho 
temporary occupant of the chair in the absence of the . Vice ,J>r<'. iclf'nt. 
the Presitlent pro tempore, or the Senator de ignated to preRHle during 
the day by the foregoin~ officp~·s, and who is also he~·eby authorized to 
sign said warrant, which Rhall he attested by th Herretary with the 
seal of the Senate attached, which order shall be tletcrminetl without 
debate; antl pending its execution, and until a quorum shall be prr.-. 
ent, no debate nor motion, except to adjourn, Rhall be 'in order. TbP. 
same power · are given to the majority of '<>nator · prt?Hent to r<'qne. t 
and, when nece ary, to compel the attendan re of ab ent Senator: 
when a quorum is pre cut, without debate. 

"Fourth. If necessury. when a Heuator i ., Pl"SI'nt. C'"\"t>n if IHli rc•l. 
and does not answer to t.he l'Oll call, he ~ hall IJc counted a pre · nt. tu 
make a quorum. 

· "RULE VI. 
"rnESE:\TATIOX OF CREDEXTI.\LS. 

"First. The p·escntation of the credentials of , t•uatOI·. elect or 
appointed and other que tions of privil gc . hall alwnys hi' in order, 
except during the reading and correction of the Journal, whilP. rL 
que tion of order or a motion to adjourn is pen<lmg, or whit the H··n­
ate is llivicling; anu all questions and motion arising or nuvl npon 
the presentation of such credentials shall ·ue proccetlcd '"itll ttut il 

ill .P~~~n~~· The Secretary shall kc(>p a rf'cortl of the rrrtifi<:ates of 
clecUon or appointm nt of Senator l>y nt<'ring in a wcll-IJonncl IJook 
lcept for that purpo e the date of the election, th<' name of toe p~ · J:­
son elected and the "\"Ote given a t the elcctiun, the tlate or the C.<'rt:l!-
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mt£', the nnme of th governor and the secretary of state signing antl 
countet·signing tbe same, antl the State from which such 'enator is 
elected. 

"RULE. VII. 

" MORXI~G BUSIXESS. 
" Fir.·t. After the Journal Is read the rre ·iding Officer shall lay 

before the Senate messages from the President. reports antl communi­
cation from th ·~ heads of departments, and other communications aL1-
drl:'ssecl to the Senate, anll such bills, joint resolution , and othPr 
m<' sagl:.' s from the House of Representatives a.s may remain upon ilis 
tahle from any prl:'viou day's !':I'SRion undisposed of. The Presidi,ng 
Officl:'t' · hall then call for, in the following order: 

"-The presentation of petitions and memorials. 
·' Reports of standing and select committees. 
"The introduction of bills and joint resolutions. 
"Coucurrevt and other resolutions. 
'' Hesolutions coming over from a previous day. 
''All of which shall be re·~eived and diSI!OSecl of in such orc.ler. unless 

unanimous consent shall be otherwise given, except re ·olutions comiag 
O\'l:.'r from a previous day, which may be consiuered until dt poRed of 
on that clay or until the expiration of the morning hour, and if not 
tlls.posed of shall go to the calendar. 

' 'econd. Senators having petitions, memorials, or bills during OL' 
after the morning hour may deliver them to the Secretary of ttH! 
·enate. indorsing upon• them their names an1 the reference or diH­

po ition to be made thereof, and said petitions, memorials, and bills 
shall, with the approval of the Presiding Offi.cer. be entet·ed on the 
Journal with. the names · of the S~nators pre:;;~mting them as havin~ 
b<'en read twice and referred to the appropriate committees; and tb~ 
Secretary of the Senate shall fnrni h a transcript of fiUCh entrie to 
the official reporter of debates for publication Jn the RECORD. 

"It hall not be in ordE-r to interrupt a Senator having the floor for 
tbf' purpose of introdudng any memorial, petition, report of a com­
mittee resolution or bill. It shall be the duty of the Chair to en­
force this rule without any point of order hereunder being made by a 
Senator. 

•· Tblru. UntU the mornlrig bus-iness shall haye been concluded an<l 
so announced from the Chair, which may be before the hour of 1 
o'clock. but if not concluded until the hour of 1 o'clock bas arrived 
no motion to proceed to the consideration of any bill, resolution, report 
of a committee, or other subject upon the calendar shall be enter­
tained by the Presiding Officl:.'r unless by unanimous consent; and if 
uch consent be given the motion shall not be subject to amendment, 
nd hall be deciued without debate upon the merits of the subject 

proposed to be taken up. (Jefferson's Manual, Sec. XI\.) 
" Fourth. Every petition or memorial shall be referred without putting 

the qee tion unless objection to such reference is made, in which case 
all motions for the r!:'ceptlon or reference of such petition, memorial, or 
othN' paper shall be put in the order in which the same shall be made, 
antl shall not be open to amendment except to add instructions. 
(JpffeL·sou's .Manual, Sec. XIX.) 

" Fifth . Every petition or memorial shall be signed by the petitioner 
or memorialist and have indorsed thereon a brief statement of its con­
tents. and shall be presented and referred without debate. Hut no 
petition or memorial or other paper signed by. citizens or subjects of a 
forl:'ign power· shall be received unless the same be transmitted to the 
Senate by the President. (Jefferson's Manual, Sec. XIX. ) . 

" Sixth. That when petitions and memorials m·e ordered p1·inted in 
the CoxGRESSIO:\'AL RECORD the order shall be deemed to apply to the 
body of the petition only, and the names attached to said petition or 
memorial shall not be printeu unless specially ordered by the Senate. 

.. , 'eventh. The presiding officer may at any time lay, and it shall 
be in ordl:'l' at any time for a Senator to move to lay, bl:.'fore the Senate 
any bill or other matter sent to the S!>nate by the President or the 
House of Representatives, and any qul:.'stion pending at that time shall 
l>f? Ruspended for this purpose. Any motion so made shall be determined 
wi_thout debate. (Jefferson's M~nual, Sec. xry.) 

"RULE VIII. 

" ORDER OF Bt:SI~ESS. 

"At the conclu ·ion of the morning business for each dav, unle ~s 
upon motion the Senate shall at any time other.wise order, the 'enate 
will proceed to the consideration of the Calendar of Bill and Resolu­
tions and continue such consideration until 2 o'clock; and bills and 
l'I:.'Rolutions that are not objected to shall be taken up in their order, 
an,u each Senator shall be entitled to speak once and for five minutes 
only upon any question; and the objection may be interposed at any 
stage of the proceedings, but upon motion the Senate may continue 
such consideration ; and this order shall commence immediately after 
the call for ' concurrent and other resolutions ' and shall take prece­
dence of the unfini bed business and other special orders. But if the 
Henate shall proceed with the consideration of any matter notwithstand­
ing an objection, the foregoing provisions touching debate shall not 
apply. (Jefferson's Manual, Sec. XIV.) 

"Unless otherwise ordered, the morning hour shall terminate at the 
e:x~iration of two hours after the meeting of the Senate. 

'All motio:as made before 2 o'cJock to proceed to the con ideratlon 
of any matter shall be determined without debate. (Jefferson 's Manual 
Sec. XIV.) ' 

"RGLE IX. 
"ORDER OF BUSIXESS (COXl'INUED). 

"Immediately after the consideration of cases not objected to upon 
the calendar is completed, and not later than 2 o'clock, if there shall 
be no special orders for that time, the Calendar of General Order shall 
be taken up and proceeded with in its order, beginning with the first 
sul~j.ect on the calendar which has been objected to in proceeding with 
the calendar ; and in such case the following motions shall be in order 
at any time as pri,ileged motion , save as against a motion to adjourn 
or to proceed to the con ideration of executive business, or questions of 
privilege, to wit: . 

. "Pil·st. A motion to proceed to the consideration of an appropriation 
or revenue bill. 

"Second. A motion to proceed to the consideration of any other bill 
on the calendar, which motion shaH not be open to amendment. 

" Third. A motion to pass over the pending subject, which, if car­
ried. shall have the effect to leave such subject without prejudice in 
its place on the calendar. 

"Fourth. A motion to place such subject at the foot of the calendar 
"Each of the foregoing motions shall be decided without debate and 

slla_ll have precedence in the order abo\e named, and may be submitted 
as ~n the nature ancl with all the rights of questions of ordet'. (Jetrer­
son s Manual, Sees. XIY, XXXIII.) 

"RGLE X. 
" SPECIAL OllDERS. 

"First. Any subject Il!ay, by a \Ote of a mHjority of th e .~enators 
present, l>~ maue a special order; and when the time so fixed for its 
consideratiOn arrives the Presiding Officer shall lav it before the Sena t 
unless there. be unfini bed business of the prec ding tlay, antl if it is 
not fi.na!IY disposed_ of on that day it shall take its place on the Calendar 
of Specral Orders .In the order of time at which it was made specia!, 
and shall, at 1 o clock each day, be laid before the , enate until dis­
posed of, ';lnless it shall become by adjournment the unfini ·hed bu inesa. 
(Jf.lrfr on s Manual, Sees . XVIII. XX..,nii.) 

Se<;onu. When two or more special orders have been made for the 
same t1me, they shall ha\e precedence according to the order in which 
t~ey ~vere snerally assigned, and that order shall only be chau"'ed uy 
directiOn of the Senate "" 

. "And all motions to change such order, or to proceed to the C'On­
Sid .ratwu of other busine s, shall be decidell without debate. (J ffer­
son s Marual, Sees. XVIII, X.~XIII.) 

"RCLE XII. 
'' VOTIXGJ ETC. 

"First. ·when the yeas and nays are ordl:.'red, the names of Senator 
shall be called alphabetically; and each Senator shall without deba te 
declare. his a sen~ or dissent to the question, unle ' excused by the 
Senate, and no Senator shall be pl:'rmitteu to vote after the dedsion 
shall have been announced hy the l'r·esiding Officer, but may for su!li­
c~ent rea o_n , after the roll call and before announcement of the result, 
vilth unammous consent, change or withdraw hi votP. No motion to 
suspend this rule shall be in order, nor shall the presidio"' officer enter­
tain any reque!':t to suspend it by unanimous consent."' (Jefferson's 
Manual, 'ec. XLI.) 

"Second. 'Yhen a Senator declines to \Ote on call of hi name he 
shall ue req~Ir~u. to ass.ign his reasons therefor, and, having as. igneu 
~hem, the Ptesidtng Officer ball submit the qul:.'stion to the ::;enatc: 
Shall t,he ~enator, for the reasons assigneu hy him. be. excu ed from 

voting? wh1ch shall be decided without debate; and the e proceedings 
shall be had after th_e roll call and before the result i announced: and 
any further proceedings in reference thereto shall be after such an­
no~~cement.. (Jeffei·son's Manual, Sees. :XVII, :XLI.) . 

. :rllird. :!So request by a Senator for unanimous consent fot· the 
~a~nng of a ~nal vote on a specified date upon the pa sage of a bill or 
JOI..Dt resolution sllall be submitted to the Senate for agreement tbereto 
until. upon a roll call ordered for the purpose by the Presiding Otlic<>r. 
lt shall. l>e disclosed that a quorum of the Senate is pre ·ent: and wbl.'n 
a unammous consent is thus gi\·en the same shall operate as the ordPr 
of the Senate, but any unanimous consent may be rPvoked by ano t hN 
una?imous consent granted in the manner prescribed above upon one 
day s notice. 

"RULE XVI. 
"AMEXD:UEXTS TO APPROPRU.TIOX BILLS. 

." Fi!·st. .\.11 general appropriation bills shall be referred to the Com­
mittee on Appropriations, except the followin~ bills. which hal! he 
se:er.a!ly refen:ed as herein indicated, namely: The iJiil making app1·o· 
prtatwns for r_I,ers and ha~;bors, to the Committee on Commerce: the 
Agricultural bill, t~ the Committee on Agriculture and Fore try; th 
-Arm! nnd the Milltai'Y .Academy bills, to the Committee on Milltnr-y 
Affairs ;_ the Indian bill, to the Committee on Indian Alrait·s: the 
naval bill, to the Committee on Naval Affairs; the 11ension bill, to the 
Committee on Pensions ; the Post Office bill, to the Committee on rost 
Offices and Post. n_oads ;_ and no amendments shall be rl:.'ceived to any 
general appi·opnatwu bill the etrect of which will ue to incrt>a c an 
appropr-iation ah·eady contained in the bill, or to add a new item of 
appr?lH'iation, unless it ·be made to carry out the provis ions of some 
existing law, or treaty stipulation, or act or rc ·oluti n previously 
pas eel by the Senate during tt•at ses ion, or' unless the t:a me be moved 
by direction of a standing or select committee of the ::)enate or pl'Oposed 
in pursuance of an es timate of the head of some one of the c.lepart­
ments. (Jetret·son' ' :.\Ianual, Set'. XX...'{V.) 

·· Second. All amendments to general appropl'iation bill s movl:'d h'' 
direction of a standing ot· elect committee of the . Senate propo'in:, 
to increase an appropriation already contained in the llill' or t o actR 
new. items of appropriation. shall, at least one day before t l1ey · re 
consid~red, be referred to the committee having .jurisdiction thereof, 
~nd when actually proposed. to the bill no amendment peoposin £5 t 
I~crea e the amount stated m such amendment shall be received ; in 
like manner amendments propo3ing· new item of appropriation tQ 
river and hat·bor llills shall llefore being considNed be refeLTed to the 
Committee on Commerce. · (Jelft>rson's Manual , Sec. XXXV. ) 

" 'l'hird. No amendment which proposes general lt>gislation shall lJe 
received to any general appropriation bill, nor shall any amend:uent 
not germane or relevant to the subject matter cou.tained in the bHl be 
received: not· shall any amendment to any item or clnu. e of s uch bit! 
be received which does not directly relJ.te thereto: and all questions 
of relevancy of amendments under .this rule, when rai ' ed, shall be suh­
mitted to the Senate and be decided without debate; and any amend­
ment to a general appropriation bill may be laid on the table withou t 
prejudice to the bill. (Jetrerson's Manual, Sec. X...'{XV. ) 

·• Fourth. No amendment the object of which is to prov ide for a 
private claim shall be received to any general approoriatlon bill un les'! 
It bf? tO carry OUt the provisions Of an existing law or a treaty 's tipula­
tion, which shall be cited on the face of the amendmen t . (Je!Ierson's 
Manual, See. XXXV.) 

"llur,E XVIII. 
"AUEXD~IEXTS-DIYISION OF A QOESTIO:-<. 

"If the question in debate contains several propos itions. any .:ena t or 
may have the same divided, except a motion to strilce ou t and i nsert . 
which shall not be divided; but the rejection of a motion to s t ri ke 
out and insert one proposition shall not pre\ent a motion to s tt·ike 
out and insert a difi'et·ent proposition; nor shall it preyent a mo tion 
simply to strike Qut; nor shall the rejection of a motion to strill:e out 
pt·event a motion to strike out and insert. But pending a motion to 
stTil•e out and insel't, the part to be stricken out and the part to be 
inserted shall each be t•egardecl for the purpose of amendment as an 
original question and not an amendment in the fir t degree ; and mo­
tions to amend the part to be stricken out shall have precede nce. 
(Jeffet·son's Manual, ::)ecs. XXXV, XXXVI.) 

"llGLE XIX. 
"DEBATE. 

"Fii·st. When a Senator desires to speak he shall r ise and a ddi·e;;s 
the Presiding Offieei·, and hall not proct>ed until he i. t'(•cogoizeu, :tnd 
tbe l're~iding Of:fh:er sball recognize the Senator who s ua ll lit·st add i·es;; 
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him. No Senator shall intel'l'upt arrother Senator in debate without 
his consent, except for a question, unless by unanimous consent, and to 
obtain such conecnt he sha:ll first address the Presiding Officer; and 
no Senato..- shall speak more than twice nor for more than one hour 
upon any one question in debate on the same day without leave of the 
'enat~. which shall be detet·mined without debate. (Jefferson's Manual, 
~ecK ~~VII, XXXIX.) 

·• Second. No , enator in debate shall, directly or indirectly, by a:ny 
for·m of words impute to another Senator or to other Senators any 
conduct or motive unworthy or unbecoming a. Senator. (JeJterson's 
Manual, Sec. XVII.) 

"Third. ·o enator in debate shall refer offensively to any State 
of the Union. 

"l!'ourth. If any Senator, in speaking or otherwise, transgress the 
t·tlles of the ::lenate, the Presiding Officer shall, or any ::lenator may, 
eall him to oruer ; and when a Senator shall be called to order he shall 
sit down ancl not proceerl without leave of the Senate, which, if 
granted, shall be upon motion that be be allowed to rn·oceed in order, 
which morton shall be detennineu without debate. (Jeiferson's Manual, 
Sec. XVII.) 

"ll'iftb. If a Senator be called to order for words spoken in <lebate, 
upon the demantl of the Senator or of any other Senator, the excep­
tionable words shall be taken down in writing and read at the table 
for the information of the Senate. (Jeffer on's Manual, Sec. XVII.) 

" Hb:th. Wheneyer confusion arises in the Chamber or the galleries, 
or demon tration of approval or disapproval are indulged in by the 
occupants of the galleTies, it shall be the duty of th _. Chair to enf~rce 
order on his own initiati>e and without any point of order being 
made by a , 'enator. 

"Rt!LE XX. 
" QUESTIOXS OF ORDER. 

"First. A qnestion of oraer may be raised at any tage of the pro­
ceeding , xcept when the • nate is dividin$, and. unle submitted to 
the Senate, !:!ball be decided by the pre ·imng officer without debate, 
subject to nn appral to the ::)enate. The Chair may permit debate for 
his own information, and <>ach Senator may be entitled to speak once 
and for not exceedtng five minutes on the question. of order until the 
presiding officer announces that be is ready to rule on the point of 
orclrr. When an appeal is taken, any subsequent question of order 
which may ari.·e before thl' decision of uch appeal shall be decided 
by the rresiding Officer without debate; and every appeal therefrom 
shall be decided at one<', ami without debate; and any appeal may be 
laid on the table without prejudice to the pentling J)Toposition. and 
thereupon hall be held as affirming the decl ion of the Presiding Officer. 
(Jefferson's Manual, ec. XXXIII.) 

" econd. The !'residing Otllcer may submit any qoqe tion of order 
for the deci. ion of the Senate. (Jefl'er. on's Manual, ::lee. XXXIII.) 

"R LE XXII. 
" PltECEDEXCE OF llOTIO:\S. 

"When a. que Uon is pending, no motion shall be received but­
" To adjourn . 
"To adjourn to a day certain, or that when the Senate adjourn it 

r-hall be to a clay certain . 
"To take a rece s . 
"To proceed to the con ideration of execnti\-e business. 
"To lay on th table. 
"To po tpone indefinitely. 
"To postpone to a day certain. 
"To commit. 
"To amend. 

Which seYeral motions shall have precedence as they stand ar­
ranged; and the motions relating to adjournment, to take a reces , to 
proceed to the consideration of executive business, to lay on the ta.blc, 
8hall be decided without debate. (Jeffer. on's Manual, Sec. :XXXIII.) 

"Provided, hoteet·er, '.fhat any Senator may move that the debate 
should be brought to a clo. ei the Chait shall, without permitting any 
debate thereon, put th quest on to the Senate- · 

.. 'Is it the sense of the enatc that the debate should be brought 
to :t clo e?' 

"And if that question shall be decided ln the affirmative, then it shall 
be in order to the exclmdon of all other questions and business for any 
::;enator to move to limit debate on the pending bill or re olution and 
all amendment thereto, a.nd the said motion hall be decided without 
debate. And ther after, the motion being carried, no 'enator shall be 
~?ntitled to speak more than one hour 'in all on the bill, the amend­
ments thereto, and any motion afl'ect:lng the same. 

"_ o dilatory motion shaJI be in order, and it hall be the duty of 
the Presiding Officer to declare such motion out of order when the 
que ·tion of order is raised by a Senator, or to i~mediately submit 
the question without debate to the Senate. 

' Rt;LD XXVIII. 
"JllESSAGES A~'D EXECUTIVE COlLU XICATIO.·s. 

,; First. Me~. age from the President of the nlted: States or from 
the House of Reprl'S ntatives may be receiveu at any tage of pro­
ceedings, except while the s~nate is dividing, or while the Journal is 
being read, or while a question of order or a. motion to adjourn is 
pending. (Jefferson's :1\lanual, Sec. XLVII.) 

" Seeond. Me-sages shall be sent to the IIouse of Representatives 
by the Secretary, who shall previously certify the determination of the 
::lc.nate upon all bill , joint re olutlon , and other re olutions which 
may be communicated ·to the House, or in which its concurrence may 
lle requested ; antl the Secretary ~hall al o certify and deliver to the 
President of the United States all resolutions and other communica­
tions which may be uireeted to him by the enate. (Jefferson's 
Manna~, Sec. XLVII.} 

"No communications from head · of departments, commi. ioners, 
chief~ of bureaus, or other e-xecutive officers, except when authorized or 
t·equired by law, or when made in respon e to re olution of the 
Senat(', will be recei-ved by the Se-nate unle s sneh communications 
;;hall be tran miftcd to the Senate by the rresid~nt. 

"RLLE XXIX. 
"I'RIXTlXG OF I'AI'ERS, ETC. 

"l•'ir. t. Every motion to print document., report , and other matter 
lransmitted by eithe1· of the executive. department , or to print memo­
rials, petitions, accompanying document , or any other paper, except bills 
of the Senate or House of Representatives, resolutions submitted by a 
'enator, communications from the legis.latures or conventions, lawfully 

callell, of the respective States, and motions to print by order of the 
standing or select committees of the enate, hall, unless the Senate 

· Otherwise ru·der, be refru·.red to the C'ommift<'c on Ptintin:g. When a 
; motion is made to commit with instruction it. . ball be in order to add 
; thereto a motion to print. 
· " Second. Motions to print a-dditional numhers shall also be referred 

to Ule Committee on Printing; and when the committee shall report 
favorably the report shall be accompanied by an e timate of the prob­

. able cost thereof; and when the cost of printing such additional num-
bru·s shan exceed the Sllm of $GOO the concunence of th House of 
Representative shall be necessary for an order to print the arne. 

"RrrLE XXXVI. 
"EXECUTIYE SE SIOXS. 

" First. When the Pre idcnt of the United States ·hall meet the 
Senate in the Senate Chamber for the con !deration of executive l)usi­
ne s, he . hall have a seat on the right of the Pre iding l·fficer. When 
the Senate shall be convened by the Pre ident of the nited States to 
any other place, the Presiding Officer of the Senate and the Senators 
shall attend at the place appointed, with the nece ·sary officers of the 
Senate. 

" Second. ·when acting upon confidential or executive busines , unle s 
· the same sllaU be considered in open executi·ve session, the Senate 

Chamber shall be clea1·ed of all person except the ecretary, the Chief 
Clerk, the Principal Legl lative 'lerk, the Executive l('J.'k, the minu.te 
and Journal clerk, the Sergeant at .AI'IDR, the A istaut Doorkeeper, and 
such other officers as the Pre idfug. Officer shall think necessary ; and 
all such officers shall be 8\ o1·n to seer cy. , 

"Third. All confidential communication made by the rresident of 
the United States to th.e Senate shall Ile by the nators and the offi­
cers of the Senate kept secret; and all trcatie. whicll may be laid 
before the Senate, and all 1' marks, votes. and proceedings thereon shall 
also be kept secret, until the Senate shall. by thl'ir resolution, ta,ke of! 
the injunction of secrecy, or unless the same shall be considered in 
open executive ession. 

" The injunction of . ecrecy is cxtenued to each step in the considerl}.­
tion of treaties, including the fact of ratification. (Senate Journal, 
p. 571. Appendix.) 

" Fourth. Whenever the injunction of seer cy shall IJe removeu from 
any part of the proceedings of the Senate in executi\e session, or secret 
legisiative session, the order of the Senate reruoving the same shall 
be entm:ed by the Secretnry of the Lel?islatlve .Journal as well a. in the 
executh-e journal, and hall be published in th RECORD. (Jcffer on·s 
Manual, See. LII.) 

"RCLE XL. 
" SUSPEXSIO~ AXD AME:\DMEJ\T OF TilE ll"GLES. 

"No motion to suspend, modify, or amend any rule, or any part 
th reof, . hall be in order, except on one-day'. notice, in writing. ;peci­
fying precisely the ruJ.e or part propo ·ed. to be suspended. modiii.ecl, or 
amended, and the purpose thereof. Any rule may be su ·pended without 
notice by the unanimous con ent of the , enate, except a otherwise pro­
vided in clause 1, Rule XII, or by a two-thirds yote, without debate." 

WAR WITII GERMANY. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning bu. ine-. s i clo eu. 
l\lr. HITCHCOCK. I a k unantmou on ent that the en­

ate now proceed to the consideration of Senate joint resolution 
No.1. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objection r The Chair 
hear none, and lays before the enate the joint r olution. 

The Senate, as· in Committee of the Whole, proceeueu to 
consider tho joint resolution ( S. J. Res. 1) declaring that a 
state of war e:tiJ ts tretween the Imperia! German Government 
and the Go-vernment and the people of the Uniteu State and 
making provi ion to pro ecute the same, which had been re­
ported from the Committee on Foreign Relations with an 
amendment. 

The VICE PRE IDE~T. The aruenument of the committee 
will be tated. 

The SECRETARY. The amendment is, on page 1, line 7, after 
the word "directed to," to strike out the word "take im­
mediate step not only to put the country in a tho:rou,.h shte 
of deferu;e, but al 0' to exert all of its power anu employ all 
of its re ource. to carry on war again t the Imperial Gel"lna u 
Government anti to bring the conflict to a ucce ful termina­
tion," and insert "employ the entire naval and military 
forces of the 'United State and the re. om·ces of the Govern­
ment to carry on war again t the Imperial German Go\ern­
ment; and to bring the conflict to a.. • ucce ful termination 
all Of the re. ource of the co1:1ntry are hereby pledged by the 
Congre ~ of the United State ." so as to make the joint re. olu­
tion read: 

ResoltJed by the Senate ana House of Rcprescntatit"es of tlle United 
States of America in Gon!}ress asse-mbled, That the state of war be­
tween the nit('d States and the Imperial <krman Governn1ent which 
has thus been thrust upon the United States is hereby formally ue­
clared; and that the President be, an<l he is hereby, autliorized anu 
<llrected ta employ . the entire naval and military force of tlie United 
States anti the resources of the Government to carry on war again t 
the Imperial German GoYernment; and to l>ting the conflict to a uc­
ces ful detru·mination all of the resource. of the j:!Ountry a.re hel'~by 
pledged by tbP Cong.rcss of the United fates. 

The amendment was agi.~eed to·. · 
l\Ir. HITCHCOCK. l\!1'. Pre ident, what I hall ay in up­

port of the joint resolution Will be sllort. The time for action 
has arrived·. The time for illseus ion ha. pa ed. The Pre i­
dent of the United States ha already stated more clearly, more 
conclusively, and more effectively than I can the r asons which 
make this great step now to be taken nee ary. 

The joint re olution pro-rides for war aaain t the Imperial 
German Government. It is fram tl on the line of other war 



1917. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SEN ATE. 201 
declarations -of C-ongress, in that it directs -the President to 

· employ the military and naval forces of the country to carry 
the war to a successful termination. _ It also conforms to the 
precedents of other declarations when Congre s has entered 
upon the solemn business of war by declaring that a state of 
war already exists.. It places the responsibility of this war 
squarely upon the shoulders of the Imperial German Govern­
ment, which is charged with having committed repeated acts 
of war again t the United States. Over and above all this, 
however, the measure is tmque tionab1y also a declaration of 
war. 

l\1r. P1:esident, in presenting the joint resolution I am im­
pressed with the solemnity of the occasion. Some may be filled 
with joy at the prospect of war. To me it is depressing and 
dreadful. The enormous cost which the people must pay, .the 
great increased cost of living which they must meet, the enor­
mous burden of taxes which they must bear, and the still 
greater heritage of debt which they mu t incur stagg.er my 
mind. The awful sacrifice of life that must follow sickens my 
heart. I am sure other Senators have the same feeling. I am 
sure the great body of the American people have it also. 

Our country has nothing material to gain by. victory. We 
want no more territory; we demand no indemnity. We have 
no hi toric grudges to settle and no racial antipathies to 
gratify. 

In these respects, 1\Ir. President, we differ from other coun­
tries already involved in this awful struggle. Pan-Slavi m 
struggles with pan-Germ::mism. Italy fights to get back the 
Trentino. France is resolved to recover her lost province". 
Great Britain has almost within her gra p German commerce 
and German colonies. Russia fights to win Constantinople. 
Germany not only wants her place in the sun but she wants to 
dominate central Europe, while Austria, Bulgaria, and Ron­
mania all seek to extend their borders. 

\Ve alone of all the nations, Mr. President, will spend our 
trea ure and sacrifice our lives without pos ibility of material 
gain. We are going to war, 1\Ir. President, to vindicate our honor 
and to maintain our independence as a great nation. \Ve are 
going to war, as the President has stated, in defense of humanity. 
Such quarrel as we have with the Imperial Government of Ger­
many was not of our seeking. It was forced upon u . \Ve ilid 
much to avoid it. 

For nearly three years of this struggle onr country bas steadily 
held to its purpose to avoid war if possible. This has been true 
not only of the President but of Congress ; UJld it has been true 
of the American people. One desperate act of the Imperial 
German Government after another has added to the provocation. 
I do not mean to say, 1\Ir. President, that Germany has desired 
"·ar with us; I do not believe it; but the German Government 
has been desperate and has taken desperate chances. 

The inva ion of Belgium shocked the sense of justice of the 
whole civilized world and subjected American neutrality to its 
first great strain. The sinking of the Lusitania, with hundreds 
of innocent passengers, men, women, and children, many of 
them Americans, sent a thrill of horror through America, and 
would have produced war had it not been for the moderation of 
President Wilson and his success finally in securing from the 
German Government an agreement to modify its methods and 
conform them to the rules of international law and to the dic­
tates of humanity. 

It is customary, Mr. Pre ident, to say that this agreement 
was violated by Germany, but it is more just and more correct 
to ay that Germany had reserved the right to revoke it under 
certain conditions and exercised that right by revoking it on 
February :first of this year. Thi also was an act of desperation. 
It was not intended to provoke war with us, but it was followed 
by acts of war upon us. They were not made for the deliberate 
purpo e of injuring us, but rather to starve the English people. 
The effect on us, however, was the same. We were ordered off 
the high seas. We then di solved diplomatic relations with Ger­
many. We might then have gone to war. \Ve could not submit; 
no great nation could remain great and independent if it did so. 
No great nation could maintain its place in history if it permitted 
another to order it off the seas; if it permitted another to bottle 
up its commerce; if it permitted another to dictate to it as to 
the exercise of its unquestioned right and to impose the penalty 
of murder of its citizens in case of refusal. 

The President stated in his address that we were confronted 
with the -alternative of resistance or submission; and, J\1r. 
President, we should remember that even then this people did 
not declare for war and our great President did not recommend 
war. He proposed the only other alternative there was, and 
r ecommended to Congress that this cotmtry assume a position 
of armed neutrality, so that it might assert and defend upon 
the high seas its rights and the privileges of its people without 

• 

actually going to war. When the President made that recom­
mendation a little more than a month ago the country received 
it practically with unanimity; Congress r eceived it practically 
with unanimity. T~e resolution au.thorizing it pa sed the House 
of Representatives almost unanimously. That resolution would 
have passed the Senate by an· overwhelming vote if it had not 
been for a filibuster in the closing days of the session, which 
made it impossible for nine-tenths of the Senate to cast the vote 
that it was r eady to cast in support of the President's position. ' 
Neverthele s as far as he could the President placed the country 
in a position of armed neutrality. So the people of the country, 
the Congress of the country, and the Pres!dent of the country 
have taken one step after another, have adopted one - policy 
after another, in the hope of avoiding this terrible last alter­
native with which we are now confronted. 

1\Ir. President, I think that armed neutrality might have suc­
ceeded. I thought when I stood here, and advocated the armed 
neutrality bill that if Congress with practical unanimity stood 
behind the President in authorizing armed neutrality, Germany 
might yield. Germany might have seeo. that the position of the 
United States was definite and unmistakable as well as honor­
able, and Germany might have ceased to continue the invasion 
of our rights upon the high seas. Unforhmately, however, the 
opposition raised to that measure, the filibuster successfully 
conducted upon the floor of the Senate, resulted in a technical 
refusal of Congress to adopt the President's recommendation. 
It went out to the world officially that the different branches of 
the United States Government were at loggerheads. The result 
has been that our neutral rights have been more imposed upon 
ince that time than they were before. Five or six, possibly 

seven, American ve sels upon innocent errands of commerce 
upon the high seas have been sunk. Some of them were not 
even upon the way to a belligerent port, but were returning to 
the United States in ballast, and in three of the cases at least 
tl1e lives of American citizens have been lost. Nearly a hundred 
liYes of Americans have been lo t since we stood here a month 
ago discus ing armed neutrality, and the time has passed, un­
fortunately, when we can longer consider armed neutrality as 
an expedient short of war. 

The American people, 1\lr. Pre ident, have clung to the hope 
through all these months that the dread alternative might be 
m·oided. Like the Savior of man in the garden. of Gethsemane, 
they ha\e prayed that the bitter cup of sacrifice might pass from 
them. They have prayed that it might not be neces ary to 
make the sacrifice for the protection of humanity and the vindi­
cation of national honor. All bas been in vain. All patience, 
all moderation, and all long-suffering have apparently been in 
vain-not entirely in vain, though, 1\Ir. President, because we 
haye avoided the horrors of war for two years or more; but the 
time has now come when further delay is impossible. 

1\lr. President, I have oppo ed war; I have been bitterly op­
posed to it. What influence I have had in my State and in this 
body has been exerted against it. As long as there was any 
hope to avoid it I used my legitimate influence for that pur­
pose. I supported armed neutrality here with the fervor that 
I did becaUEe ! -thought it offered an escape from war with honor, 
and I even hoped to avoid war up to the eleventh hour. Yes, 1\Ir. 
President, when I knew that the people of the United States were 
calling for war, when I knew that a majority of the Congress of 
the United States wns overwhelmingly for war, and upon the 
proper occasion would vote for war-even when I knew that, 1\lr. 
President, I sought out the President of the United States and 
begged him if possible to cling yet longer to armed neutrality 
as an expedient to avoid war; but it was vain. The Presi­
dent was in posses ion of such information as made it impos­
sible for him to listen longer to the arguments of those who 
sought to avoid war. He has spoken to the Congress. The 
country is ready, and the Congress is ready. While the vote has 
not ret been recorded, the decision has, as we all know, been 
reached. It is war. 

I can not at this moment cast my vote against war without 
doing a vain and foolish thing. 1\:ly act would only serve to 
weaken my country in the face of the•enemy and in the face of 
inevitable war. Therefore, l\1r. President, I have obeyed the 
instructions of the Committee on Foreign Relations and made 
this report to the Senate, and I am now ready to take my place 
with tho e who will back to the utmost the President of the 
United States in prosecuting this war for the honor of the 
country and in the interest of humanity. 

1\Ir. SWANSON. 1\Ir. President, the Pre ident of the United 
States in an address to Congress has forcibly recited the many 
grievances which we haye against the Imperial Government of 
Germany, the many outrages perpetrated upon our citizens by 
that Government, and its many affronts to.. our flag and sover­
eignty. He has shown that the German Government has re-
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peatedly and grossly violated its treaty obligations to us and 
wantonly broken most solemn assurances given our Government 
to respect our international rights. He has proven that, by 
the lawless destruction of ships bearing and claiming the pro­
tection of our flag, without notice and without provocation, by 
German submarines acting under positive directions from the 
German Government, that Government bus proceeded to wage 
war upon this Nation. He asks authority from Congress to use 
the Army and Navy to defend our rights, protect our citizens and 
their legitimate commerce, and to give him the means efficiently 
to wage this war violently precipitated by Germany. 

The question presented to us for determination is whether we 
shall promptly and generously respond to the brave and patriotic 
appeal of the President to defend our rights and redress our 
wrongs, or whether we shall cowardly submit to these and fur­
ther outrages, and through craven fear relinquish important 
rights which are vital to us as a great and aspiring Nation. 
The issue is not peace or war. War has already been wantonly 
and lawlessly pro ecuted against us. The issue is whether we 
shall accept war or abject and cowardly submission. Before 
the recent outrages, had we not already submitted at the bands 
of the Imperial Government of Germany to all that could be 
expected of a brave and self-respectin_g people? Have we not 
seen since the beginning of this war German officials in the 
United States engaged in many improper activities in violation 
of the laws of the United States and of their obligations as 
officials in a neutral country? Has it not been proven beyond 
contradiction that the military and. naval attach~s of the Ger­
man Embassy in this country by their many and varied activities 
sought to use this country as a base for military operations 
against nations with which we were at peace? The Federal 
authorities have clearly proven that a scheme was financed and 
directed from this country to incite a rebellion in India against 
the British Government, with which we are upon terms of 
peace and amity. Have not officers of interned German war­
ships violated their word of honor and e caped? German of­
ficials duly accredited to his Government have been detected in 
issuing fraudu!ent passports to enable spies to enter and operate 
in foreign countries at peace with us. American passports, 
fraudulent and counterfeited, have been found on German 
agents. Persons have been tried and convicted and sentenced 
in this country for using our territory as a base for providing 
German warships with coal and other supplies, in violation of 
the statutes of the United States and our neutrality. 

It has been disclosed that our territory has been used by Ger­
man officials to organize efforts to wreck bridges and destroy 
important indu tries in Canada, our northern neighbor. Bombs 
have been prepared and sought to be placed upon allied ships 
lying in our harbor . German officials, in violation of our laws, 
have sought to control the employment in the munitions indus­
tries, and thus cripple or destroy these. For several years we 
have known of German activities in l\1ex.ico prejudicial to our 
interests and seeking to embroil us in trouble with that dis­
tracted country. The extent and dangerous character of these 
activities, though suspected, were not fully known until the 
recent publication of the Zimmermann letter, which proved the 
efforts being made in l\Iexico by the German Government to 
incite that nation to war against us. This letter reached the 
lowest depths of national turpitude. The Gem.1an ambassador, 
while enjoying our hospitality, was informed of a contemplated 
breaking of a solemn assurance which he himself had given to 
our Government, promising to respect our international rights 
upon the sea, and was· told that if we did not tamely submit to 
this broke pledge and gross invasion of our rights, then he 
should endeavor to combine Mexico and Japan with Germany 
in warfare against the United States, pledging the German Gov­
ernment to de poilu of Texas, Arizona, and New 1\le:xico, which 
should be given to 1\lexicQ. The absui·dity of the scheme does 
not lessen its shameless enormity. The fact that the wicked 
proposal fell upon unwilling ears does not les en our belief 
in the willingness of the German Government, when opportunity 
presents, to do us serious mischief and harm. This note could 
not have been suddenly l}recipitated without-previous careful 
consideration and pos ibly prior intrigue. Large national inter­
ests and combinations are not thus hastily determined. 

We have long suspected a disposition on the part of Germany 
to dispute with us the great Monroe doctrine when opportunity 
favorably presented, and to seek to extend to the Western 
Hemisphere her territorial spoliations. The Zimmermann letter 
proves that this suspicion is well founded, and that we must rely 
upon our naval and military strength to defend this great doc­
trine from inva ion. The letter indicates a state of mind and a 
purpose on the part of Germany which demand serious con­
sideration and prompt action on our part. It indicates an 
enmity which if not boldly r esented by us portends greater 

b ·oubles for the future. Now is the time for us to teach this 
mischief-making Government that our territorial integrity can 
not be made the subject of war bargaining; that though we are 
a patient and peace-loving people, we will never become grad­
uates of the school of cowardly submission of this character. 
This infamous letter itself constitutes a sufficient cause for a 
declaration of war on our part against Germany. In the light 
of these recent transactions we can understand now the occasion 
of the presence of the German fleet' at ~l\1anila and it persi tence 
in interfering with the plans of Dewey, and convinces us now 
of the truth of what we then suspected, that its purpose was, if 
opportunity offered, to seize and hold the fruits of our victory. 

1\Ir. President, it would seem to me that the e wrongs and out­
rages are sufficient to call for the strong re entment of any 
brave and high-spirited people. But, sir, the advocates of peace 
now would place upon this Nation the shame of a still greater 
submission. They would endure still greater affronts an<l sur­
render · still more important rights. What is the contention be­
tween the President of the United States and the Emperor of 
Germany over the settlement of which war with all of its far­
reaching effects impends? On February 4, 1915, the chief of the 
admiral staff of the German Navy, acting under direction of the 
Imperial Government, issued the following proclamation : 

1. The waters surrounding Great Britain and Ireland, including the 
whole English Chanr.eJ, are hereby declared to be war zone. On and 
after the 18th of February, 1915, every enemy merchant shjp found in 
the said war zone will be destroyed without its being always possible 
to avert the dangers threatening the crews and passengers on that ac­
count. 

2. Even neutral ships are exposed to danger in the war .70ne, as in 
view of the misuse of neutral flags ordered on January 31 by the British 
Government and of the accidents of naval war it can not always be 
avoided to strike even neutral ships in attacks that arc directed at 
enemy ships. 

The purpo e of thi proclamation was to permit submarines to 
destroy merchant ship without being compelled to visit and 
search them and provide for the safety of the crews a~ required 
by int~rnational law before the ships should be de troyed and 
sunk. Tbis proclamation was communicated to the American 
Government on February 6, and to which the Secretary of State, 
1\Ir. Bryan, promptly replied on February 10, 1915. In stating 
the position of our Government he said : 

To declare or exercise a "right to attack and destroy an:,r vessel en­
tering a prescribed area of the high seas without first cutainly de­
termining its belligerent nationality and the contraband ('haracter of 
its cargo would be an act so unprecedented in naval warfare that this 
Government is reluctant to believe that the Imperial Government of 
Germany in this case contemplates it as possible. 

Later in his letter, in discussing the possible destruction of· 
an American ves el or the lives of American citizen , Mr. Bryan 
writes: 

If such a deplorable situation should arise the Imperial German 
Government can readily appreciate that the Government of the United 
~tates would be con trained to hold the Imperial German Government 
to a strict accountability for such acts of their naval authoritie and 
to take any steps it might be necessary to take to safeguard Amerir..an 
lives and property and to secure to American citizens the full enjoy­
ment of their acknowledged rights on the high seas. 

Further in his reply he expres es-
the confident hope and expectation that the Imperial German Govern­
ment can and will give assurance that American citizens and their 
vessels will not be mole ted by the naval forces of Germany otherwise 
than by visit and search, though their ve sels may be traver ing the 
sea area delimited in the proclamation of the German Admiralty. 

Thus this communication of our Secretary of State, in sub­
stance, clearly stated American rights under acknowledged inter­
national law, boldly informed the Imperial German Government 
that if these rights were violated it woul<l be held to str-ict ac­
countability and that the rights of American citizens on the 
high seas would be vigorously defended, and diplomatically de­
manded assurances from the German Government that the e 
rights would be respected and not violated. The is ues he then 
presented are those with which we are to-day contending with 
the German Government. Further communications to that Gov­
ernment are but a greater amplification of the positions then 
takP.n. 

Did we mean what we so bravely aiel in tlli note, or were we 
simply indulging in empty verbiage? 'Vas our warning the mere 
bluff of a bully or the olemn voice of a resolute and determined 
people? No, 1\Ir. President, our then Secretary of State, l\Ir. 
Bryan, in this great state paper forcibly and eloquently gnve ex­
pression to the convictions of this great Republic and voiced the 
firm will of a brave and high-spirited people. ir, I am atisfied 
that Congress will not by cowardly action upon the pending 
measure declare that diplomatically we roar with the voice of a 
lion and then when rebuffeu strike with the gentle hanu of a 
woman. Sir, as a great and true people we will square our ac­
tions with our words. Having been brave in 'vord, we will be 
equally vigorous in action. The blood of pioneer ancestor· who 
dared all dangers and perils yet tingles in om· Ycins, and we have 

• 
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not yet learned the art of the braggart nor been schooled in the 
language of subterfuge and dissimulation. 

On the 16th of February, 1915, tbe German minister for foreign 
affairs replied to the note of the then Secretary of State, Mr. 
Bryan, stating : 

The German Government announce merely the destruction of enemy 
merchant ves els found within the area of maritime war and not the 
destru~tion of all merchant vessels, as the American Government ap­
pear to have erroneously understood. 

Thus the note, while disclaimin any intention of destroying 
neutral ve 'sels, failed to further state what the intentions of 
the German Government "\'\ere in extending to enemies' mer· 
chant vessels the right of visit and 'search and the safety of 
crews and passengers before destroying or sinking them. This 
was the situation of our diplomatic relations with · the German 
Government when, on the ·7th of May, 1915, the British. steam­
ship I/usita.nia was torpedoed and sunk by a German submar.ine 
in the prohibited war zone without warning, and by which over 
one hundred American citizens lost their live . This act was 
in direct contravention of the solemn warnings previously given 
by our Government. It was as cruel and shameless an act of 
murder as was ever perpetrated. It exceeded piracy in its 
worst and most revolting forms. No buccaneer that ever roved. 
the sea could boast of a more fiendish act. This cruel deed 
was preceded on March 28 by a German submarine sinking the 
British passenger steamer Falaba, through which an American 
citizen was drowned; also by an attack -on l\Iarch 28 on the 
American vessel Cushing by a German airplane, and the tor­
pedoing on May 1 of the American ves el Gulfiight by a Ger­
man submarine, as a result of w:qlch rn'o American citizens met 
their death. These continuing and accumulated atrocities were 
such that on the 13th of May, 1915, Mr. Bryan, then Secretary 
of State, dispatched to the Imperial German Go\ernment a note 
in which he stated: 

The Government of the United States was loath to belie>e--it can 
not now bring itself to believe--that these acts, so absohrtely contrary 
to t..he rules, the practices, and the spirit of modern warfare, could have 
the countenance or sanction of that great Government. 

Further in this note the then Secretary states : 
·This Government has already taken occasion to inform the Imperial 

German Government that it can not admit the adoption of such meas­
ures or such a warning of danger to operate as in any degree an ab­
breviation of the rights of American shipmasters or of American citizens 
bound on lawful errands as passengers on ships of belligerent nationali­
tie '; and that it must hold the Imperial German Government to a 
strict accountability for any infringement of those rights, intentional 
or incidental. It does not understand the Imperial German Government 
to question those rights. 

• * • • • • * 
American citizens act within their indisputable rights in taking their 

ships and in traveling wherever their legitimate business calls them 
upon the high seas, and exercise those rights in what should be well­
justified oonfidence that tbeir_lives will not be endangered by acts done 
in clear violation of tmiversally aclmowledged international obligations, 
and certainly in the confidence that their own Government will sustain 
them in the exercise of their rights. 

This note closed with the bold declaration : 
The Imperial German Government will not expect the Government 

of the United States to omit any word or any act necessary to the 
:gerformance of its sacred duty of maintaining the rights of the United 
States and its citizens and of safeguarding their free exercise and en-

-1oyment. · 
In clear presentation of American rights, in bold assertion of 

a determination vigorously to maintain them, and in solemn 
warning of what might be expected if the German Imperial Gov­
ernment continued to Yiolate these rights and did not give prompt 
as urance that these rights would be respected, the la t note of 
the then Secretary of State, Mr. Bryan, far exceeded the former 
one. On May 28, 1915, the German Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
replying to this note of the then Secretary of State, Mr. Bryan, 
stated: 

With regard, firstly, to case!:l of the American steamers Gushing and 
Gulflight, the American Embassy has already been informed that it is 
far from the German Government to have any intention of ordering 
attacks by submarines or fliers on neutral vessels in the zone which 
have not been guilty of any hostile act. On the contrary, the most ex­
plicit instructions have been repeatedly given the German armed forces 
to avoid attacking such vessels. 

This note fafled to make any satisfactory explanation of the 
sinking of . the I/usitania, with great loss of American life, or to 
gi\e any future assurances regarding the further sinking and de­
struction of such ves. els. On June 9, 1915, the Secretary of State 
ad interim, l\fr. Lan. ing, addressed & note to the German Gov-
rnment, again culling attention to the Llusitania incident, re­

Iterating American claims and rights, insisting upori a satisfac­
tory adjustment of the affair, and d.emil.nding a surances that 
American rights would be respected in the future. On July 21, 
1915, the Secretary of State, Mr. LansJng, again _acldressed a note 
to the Imperial Government of Germany, stating that its notes 
regarding the sinking of the Lusitania were um~atisfactory, and 
further insisting upon the rights of American citizens as preyi-

ously stated. I n this note, discussing the freedom of the seas, 
Mr. Lansing declared : 

The Government of the United Sta.tes will continue to contend for 
that freedom from whatever quarter violated, without compromise· and 
at any cost. 

He closed his note with this solemn warning : 
Friendship itself prompts it to say to the Imperial Government that 

repetition by the commanders of German naval vessels of acts in con­
travention of those rights must be regarded by the Government of the 
United States, when they affect American citizens, as deliberately un­
friendly. 

On August 19, 1915, the British ship Ambic was torpedoed 
by a German submarine without warning, and three American 
lives were lost. This illegal act greatly intensified the differences 
remaining unsettled between our Government and the German 
Government concerning the Lusitania. Continuously and ur­
gently pressed by our Government for assurances regarding the . 
use of the submarine against merchant ve els accordmg to 
international law and for settlement of the Lusitania incident, 
finally, on the 1st of September, 1915, Count von Bernstorff, the 
German Ambassador to the United States, in a letter to the 
Secretary of State, Mr. Lansing, .informed him that he had 
received insh·uctions from the German Government, in its reply 
to the Secretary's last Lusitania note, containing the following 
passage: 

Liners will not be sunk by our submarines without warning and 
without safety of the lives of noncombatants, provided that the liners do 
not try to escape or offer resiRtance. 

Thus .finally the German Government conceded the justice of 
our contention as far as liners were concerned, that they could 
not be sunk by submarines without first visit and search and 
providing for the safety of the crew and passengers. The 
United States Government believed that this assurance was 
given in good faith and would be strictly adhered to by the Ger­
man Government. Yet, despite the solemn as urance thus 
given, on December 30, 1915, without warning, the British ship 
Persia was believed to have been torpedoed ancl two American 
lives were lost. On November 9, 1915, without warning, the 
Italian ship Ancona was torpedoed by a submarine and seven 
American citizens were lost. On March 24, 1916, the unarmed 
French steamer Sussex, engaged in the regular pa . enger serv­
ice, was torpedoed by a German submarine without notice and 
sunk, through which many American lives were lost. On March 
27, 1916, the Briti h ship Englishman was torpedoed by a sub­
marine and six Americans were lost. On December 14, 1!)16. 
the British ship R1tssian was torpedoed without warning and 17 
Americans were lost. The German Government, with its sub­
marines, torpedoed and. destroyed many other merchant vessels 
than these enumerated contrary to the positive assurance gi\en 
this Government by Count von Bern torff, the German ambassa­
dor. A more faithless performance of positive promises made by 
one government to another can not be found anywhere than that 
exhibited by the German Government in these dealing~ with the 
United States. All of its assurances have been regarded as 
mere "scraps of paper," to be utterly disregarded when Ger­
man interests or desires demanded. But all of these violations 
of our rights, gross and flagrant as they are, pale into insig­
nificance in comparison with the recent injuries inflicted upon 
us by the action of the German Imperial Government which pre­
cipitated the present crisis. On January 31, 1917, the German 
ambassador, Count von Bernstorff, presented to the Secretary of 
State a communication from the Imperial German Government 
declaring that-

From February 1, 1917, all sea traffic will be stopped with every 
available weapon and without further notice in the following blockade 
zones around Great Britain, France, Italy, and in the eastern Mediter­
ranean. 

This proclamation in marking the barred zone makes it im­
possible for an American ship of any kind whatsoever, bent upon 
any purpose whatsoe\er, to sail to or from any parts of the 
British Isles, any parts of Belgium, France, or Italy. After 
entering the Mediterranean Sea and passing the coast of Spain 
and her possessions in Africa, Ametican and other neutral 
vessels are only permitted to navigate this sea within a 20-
mile lane leading to Greece. All other parts of the Mecliter­
ranean Sea with its vast commerce are prohibited to American 
and other neutral Yessels for all purposes whatsoever. Tile pro­
scribed zones in the proclamation are so .fixed that American and 
other neutral vessels can approach only the northerr: shores of 
Spain in a 20-mile limi C around her coast. Our own and other 
neutral ves els can only trade with Holland, Denmark; Norway, 
and Sweeten by sailing very far north, being required to go abqve 
62° north latitude, and then approaching th~se countries tllro-ugh 
narrow sea lanes skirting their coast. The barred or war zone 
in the Atlantic extends from 5° east longitude to 20° west l~ngi-
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tude, and from about 43° north latitude to about 62° north 
Iatituue. Thus the German Imperial Government has by this 
pJ;'o~lamation appropriated absolutely to itself an area in the 
Atlantic Ocean about 1,400 miles in length and 1,000 miles in 
breadth. It extends in the Atlantic Ocean about 500 miles west 
f1:om the western shores of Ireland. The German Government 
practically assumes ownership and control of the entire Mediter­
ranean Sea. In this large sea area, including the proscribed 
zones in the Atlantic and Mediterranean, passes almost three­
fourths of the world's vast foreign commerce. 

Imagination is powerless to picture the great inconvenience to 
navigation, the immense dislocation of trade and commerce 
which would be occasioned if the world should submit to Ger­
many's arrogant -assumption of conh·ol and ownership of these 
seas. It is an act of tyranny and arrogance unprecedented in 
the world's history. If an American vessel sails from one of 
our ports containing only foodstuffs and not an article of contra­
band for the neutral ports of Holland, Denmark, or other neutral 
cou-ntry, with no intention of entering the ports of any of the 
belligerents, and dares to cross any part of this barred zone, -it 
becomes under this German decree a proscribed outlaw, divested 
of all rights of international law, all considerations of humanity, 
and is doomed to instant destruction by German submarines. 
It is the most arrogant, far-reaching, and destructive attack upon 
the freedom of the seas ever attempted by any nation. It gives 
us some faint conception of the ruthless tyranny, the fearful 
burdens upon navigation, the frightful depredations and spolia­
tions that would be committed by the German Government if it 
should ever attain supremacy of the seas. 

If Germany has a right to designate a barred war zone 500-
miles from the western coast of Ireland and prohibit all vessels 
from entering it, she has an equal right to extend this zone 
farther westward, even within 20 miles of our own shores, and 
prohibit all vessels from entering within the zone thus enlarged. 
She has defiantly done this on the northern coast of Spain, a 
neutral country, only permitting vessels to approach and depart 
from these shores within a narrow sea lane of 20 miles skirting 
the coast. We can not shirk the issue. The conflict is on for the 
freeuom of the seas. We are forced to a decision whether we 
will wage war to maintain the freedom of the seas as a common 
heritage for all the nations or whether we will cowardly submit 
to the tyrannical decree and proclamation of the German Gov­
ernment appropriating unto itself for its own use vast areas. 
. No nation is more vitally concerned in the freedom of the seas 
tban the United States. Our foreign commerce far exceeds that 
of any other nation, and its continuance and its growth are in­
dispensable to our prosperity and progress as a people. Hamper 
by restrictions or - destroy our vast foreign commerce, and 
bankruptcy and ruin will overshadow alike mine, farm, and 
factory. The future greatness of this Nation is inseparably 
interwoven with the freedom of the seas. They are one and 
inseparable. When we wage war for this we are contenuing ~or 
the most vital of all American rights. If we now surrender to 
Germany the freedom of the seas and permit this infriilgement 
upon this common heritage, our posterity will never forgive us for 
the ignominy of that cowardly submission. With strong arms and 
brave hearts let us accept the challenge and valiantly defend our 
most cherished rights. While thus battling for our own most 
vital interests we are also contenuing for the rights of humanity 
and civilization. Do those who now counsel peace and sub­
mission to Germany fully realize the present great dish·ess to 
which they invite us? Last year our total exports amounted to 
$5,481,000,000. Out of this, $3,382,000,000 was exported to the 
allied belligerent countrie~. wit4-which Germany now :r:;rohibits 
us from having any commercial intercourse whatsoever. In 
other words, if we acquiesce, as many suggest, in this illegal and 
tyrannical proclamation and decree of the German Government, 
about three-fifths of our entire export business will cease at 
once. It would mean that at once we would be precipitated 
from great prosperity to acute financial and industrial uistress. 
The great profits of mine anu manufactory would immediately 
disappear. Present busy and thriving centers of industry ·would 
be overcrowded with the unemployed. O:t: our agricultural ex­
ports, two-thirds of our wheat, five-sixths of our hog products, 
six-sevenths of our cotton, seven-eighths of our beef, and three­
fifths of our tobacco last year were exported to these allied 
belligerent countries. To acquiesce in Germany's prohibition 
of the exportation of these agricultural products to these coun­
tries would mean bankruptcy and ruin to all these great and 
varied agricultural interests. Sirs, submission means greater 
loss, greater distress than war itself. Honor, humanity, and 
self-interest alike demand that we should uplwlu to the fullest 
extent these important rights. The Secret:uy of State, Mr. 
Lansing, in a note to the German Government on the 21st of July, 
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1915, in discussing the freedom of the seas, as I have previously 
stated, informed the German Government that-

The Government of the United States will continue to contend for 
that freedom from whatever quarter violated, without compromise, and 
at any cost. 

Are we prepared to make good this bold declaration, or are 
we cowardly going to run as soon as this right is violated? 
When robbers approach to deprive us of our rights anu pos­
sessions are we going to stand up and manfully contend with 
them or cowardly skulk to the cellar? Are our- diplomatic de­
mands to be enforced when made, and respected by the nations 
of the world, or are they to be considered mere vaporings to be 
abandoned when challenged by a first-class power? Are we to 
become a reproach in the great family of nations, noted for 
long-suffering and abject submission, or · are we proudly to hold 
our head high and fearlessly enforce our demands anu bravely 
maintain our rights? Sirs, the history of the world teaches 
one sure lesson: That national timidity and cowardice more 
than everything else ar€ the breeders of war. 

Sirs, in long national life the pathway of peace is the pathway 
of firmness, courage, and resolution. Prudence and foresight 
are wise counselors, ever to be listened to and followed, but 
cowardice and timidity are the worst advisers that ever poured 
their whisperings into the national ear. Sirs, honor, wisdom, 
and self-interest demand that, in the language of our Secretary. 
of State, we should defend our rights upon the seas from what­
ever quarter violated, without compromise, and at any cost. 
The President of the United States appeals to Congress to give 
him the authority and the means efficiently to do this. Mr. 
President, the proclamation of Germany issued on the 31st of 
January, 1917, is not only opposed to every principle of inter­
national law and the dictates of humanity, but it is in dil·ect 
conh·avention of her many assurances given to us during the 
pendency of this world-wide war, and also of her solemn treaty 
obligations. 

In more than half a dozen notes received from the Imperial 
German Government on this question our Government has been 
assured that American and other neutral ships would not be 
interfered with in the wru· zone without visit and search and 
unless they carried contraband contrary to the laws of nations. 
This assurance since the 1st of February has been continuously 
and repeatedly violated. The desh·uction of American ships in 
this war zone is in direct contravention of a treaty made between 
the United States and the Kingdom of Prussia in 1828, extend­
ing provisions contained in the b·eaty of 1799, and which the 
German Government has recognized as valid and binding in its 
recent correspondence with our Government. It settled the Frye 
case satisfactorily with this Government on account of the pro­
visions contained in this treaty. Its proclamation of January 
31 disregards the rights conferred in this treaty to the United 
States, and according to the German practice it is treated as 
a mere " scrap of paper." The proclamation of the Imperial 
German Government of January 31, 1917, making all of the 
eastern Mediterranean, or practically this entire sea, a barred 
or war zone, and prohibiting all vessels from entering this sea, 
and thus prevenp.ng the use by any vessel of neutrals . of the 
Suez Canal, is in clear violation of the treaty entereu into by 
Germany with the other European powers at Constantinople in 
1888. Article 1 of this treaty provides : 

The Suez maritime canal shall always be free an<l open, in time of 
war as in time of peace, to every vessel of conimerce or of war, without 
distinction of flag. . 

Consequently the high contracting parties agree not in any way to 
interfere with the free use of the canal in time of war as in time of 
peace. 

The canal shall never be subjected to the exercise of the right of 
blockade. 

By this treaty Germany solemnly pledgeu herself in peace o:t: 
war to do nothing to prevent tbe free passage of vessels through 
this great international sea highway. Yet she has issued n proc­
lamation declaring that any ship h·aversing the sea in or(ler to 
reach the Suez Canal shall be destroyed. She llas clearly vio­
lated her pledge not to block this canal. This treaty becomes to 
Germany a mere "scrap of paper," utterly to be disregarded. 
The extent to which this proclamation would injure the com­
merce of the world if submitted to may be realized when we re­
flect that uuring 1914 the tonnage of vessels passi:d'g through 
the Suez Canal amounted to 17,108,000 tons, and the entire ton­
nage of the world's shipping at t.hat time was 49,089.000 tons. 
If the tyrannical German decree is obeyed, more than one-third 
of the world's tonnage of shipping would be interfered with and 
the trade and commerce of the world to that extent dislocated 
and hampered. This will result in a serious injury to us. It 
is amazing the extent to which German tyranny and arrogance 
will go in injuring the commerce of the world contrary to its 
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express promises and obligations in order to ~serve its <>wn · 
selfish interests Ol' desires of revenge. International law is to 
be violated, solemn tJ:eaties -disregm·ded, humanity ignored, · the 
commerce of the world hampered and destroyed in :order thnt 
German submarines, which have become the murderous assas­
sins of the sea, may more easily operate in their destructive 
purposes. Everything that is right and human~, all law, 
plighted faith, and honor itself thus are surrendered to the mnre 
efficient use of this mnrderous weapon. This new murderous 
weapon must not conform itself to international Jaw and the 
principles of humanity and to obligations of treaties, but all of 
these must yield ami be obliterated in order to give increased 
potency to this instrument of destruction. 

Mr. President, th-ese numerous affronts, wrongs, broken pledges, 
and flagrant violations of our vital rights and interests were such 
as to compel the President of the United States to sever all diplo­
matic relations with Germany and t<> give the German amba sa­
dor his pa ports and to recall <>ur ambassador from Bertin. 
Unless we should have promptly declared war there was no other 
course left for a self-respecting nation to follow. It wa hoped 
that this would be a sufficient warning to Germany to induce her 
to make proper I'edress for our grievances and give us assurances 
that there would be no future infraction of <>ur rights ·and to 
abandon her lawless order of January 31, 1917, but all of these 
hopes have been shattered. 'V-e have a,lmost forgotten the wrongs· 
of the past in amazement at tho outrages of the present. Ger­
many has shown a fixed determination to enforce by ruthle s 
warfare the infamous purposes indicated in her proclamation 
of January 31. On March 16 last the American steamer Vigi­
lanoia, bearing the American flag, having a cargo ronsisting <>f 
dried fruit, straw, and other merchandise, sailing from New 
York for Havre, was torpedoed and sunk by a submarine with­
out warning, and 15 American citiz·ens were lost. The ship 
was flying a United States ftag and so marked that there could 
be no doubt of her nationality. On March 17 last, 44 miles off 
the Irish coast, the American steamer ()ity of Memphis, dying 
the American flag ·and sailing from Cardiff to New Y<>-rk in 'bal­
last, was torpedoed by a submarine and sunk, the crew escaping 
in their own small boats and :enduring great hardships and suf­
fering before they were landed .ashore. The City ot Memphis was 
unarmed and -diu not use wireless. She was on ber way to New 
York, contained no contraband or illegal cargo, and ~ould n{)t 
have been considered in any way as aiding Germany's enemies. 

The nationality cof this boat could not have been mistaken. 
On March 17 last the American tanker IlU!nois, flying the Ameri­
can flag and sailing from London to Port Arthur, Tex., was tor­
pecloed by a submarine and sunk within '20 mil:es north of Alder­
ney. This ship was shelled by the submarine without warning 
and one of the crew wounded. No measures were taken by the 
submarine for the safety of the crew. The crew were :for more 
than six h<>urs in small boats and encounterro much danger and 
suffering. As this ship was returning from London to its 1l:.l{)me 
port in America in ballast, it ooul-d not have been e<>nsidered in 
the remotest degree rendering any .assistance to any ·enemy of 
Germany. There could have been no doubt as to the nationality 
of the . ship. On March 21 last, '25 miles no1·th of the Nether­
lands coast, the American on ship Healdton, sailing flX>m Plliln­
delpWa for Rotterdam, a neutral port of Holland, and :flying the 
American flag, was twice torpedoed by a submarine without 
warning, no opportunity being given between first -and second 
torpedoes for men to take the boats, and was sunk, and 21 of 
her crew were lost, including many American citizens. The 
suffering endured by the survivors after more than 17 hours' 
exposure in small boats in a cold wind, choppy sea, and snow 
flurries were terrible, and two died of exposure. 'This .American 
ship was sailing fl·om America to a neutral port, and, it is 
.clmmcd, was within the zone of safety indicated ln the German 
p1·oclamation of January 31. The submarine could not have 
failed to have h"'llown the nationality of this ship. 

None of these four American ships offered any resistance to the 
submarine or attempted to escape. None of them were armed. 
In destroying these vessels in no case did the submarine make 
any provisions for the safety of the crew or make any efforts to 
aid them. None of them were conveying munitions of war or 
contraband to the enemies of Germany. They were engaged in 
peaceful and 1awful commerce. The only offense committed 
by these four American vessels was that in the prosecution of 
their legitimate business they sailed upon open seas, the free 
and common heritage of all nations, but which the German 
Imperial Governme~t by its decree of January 31 la.st bad for­
'bidden them to use, and for this, and this alone, they encoun­
tered ruthless destruction at the hands of German submarines. 
'All of these vessels \\"ere of American registry. 1lying the Amel.·i­
cnn flag, and entitled to all the protection that the Stars and 

Stripes (?an gi>e. But, sirs, more than this: Before they ven­
tured upon the e seas their Government had given them solemn 
assurance that in so doing they would be fully protected in 
their rights. 

In discussing the possible destruction of an American vessel 
by Germany, in his letter of January 10, 1915, to the German 
Government, Mr. Bryan, Secretary of State, as I have previously 
stated, used the following language: · 

If such a deplorable situation should arise, the Imperial German 
(1()vernment can readily appreciate that the Government of the United 
Stat.es would be constrained to hold the Imperial German Government 
to a striet accountability for such acts of their naval authorities and 
to take any steps it might be necessary to take to safeguard American 
Hves and property and to secure to American citizens the tun enjoy­
m~nt of their acknowledged rights on the .high seas. 

In the note of July 21, 1~15, to the German Government, as 
previously stated, the Secretary of State, l\Ir. Lansing, in pro· 
testing again t any infringement of the freedom of the seas by 
orders proscribing vessel entering certain limit , pledged this 
Government to <lefend the freed{)m of the seas from whatever 
quarter attacked, without eompromi e and at any cost. 

l\Ir. President, our citizens owning '\"essels and navigating 
them had a right to rely upon these official promises and as­
surances. Shall we now keep faith with them or cowaruly fail 
them when a renl test comes? · Shall we use all the vast power 
possessed by this great Government to protect them, a we have 
officially and solemnly pledged, or cravenly leave their wrongs 
unredressed am~ unavenged? Shall we permit our flag, the 
emblem of our h-onor, our power, and our aspirations, to be law­
lessly and deliberately assaulted upon the high seas, and then 
not strike with all the force possessed by us the arrogant as­
sailant? If we do not vigorously do this, then indeed has " Old 
Glory," the most cherished object of our pride and affection, 
sunk to low depths <>f shame and humiliation; we are no longer 
worthy sons of worthy sires. The heritage of courage, fortitude, 
and honor bequeathed to liS will have indeed been foully forfeited. 
The American flag will no longer be, as it was made by our 
brave and worthy forefathers, the shield and protection uf Ameri­
can citizens in every part of the world. The stars of our state­
hood nnd Union will no l<>nger gleam from unsullied skies. Their 
radiance Will be"dimmed by cl-ouds of doubt, timidity, and fear. 
But, sirs, if we will meet the present emergency with our ae­
customed firmness, re olution, and energy, with a union of hearts 
and a union of purpo e, and boldly assert and maintain our 
['ights to the_ fullest ext-ent 'Of our power, then our fiaf; will at-

, tain a richer and a deeper majesty, a brighter and a greater 
glory. 

Mr. President, as I have previously stated, the issue presented 
to us f<>r decision is not one of mere peace or war. In the 
attack just enumerated upon four American vessels flying the 
American flag, without provocation, 'by her naval boats Ger· 
many is herself wagirrg relentle s and per istent warfare against 
us. These :repeated acts constitute warfare in its worst and 
most de pieable form. What else can G~rmany do to wage war 
against us except with her submarines to attack our ships and 
commerc-e and assault our Hag? She has already invited Mexico 
and Japan to join in warfare against us. How mueh further 
must she go in order to satisfy some of our hesitating citizens 
that she is directing warfare against us? Do we need further 
insults, affronts, and injuries to move our indignation? Sirs, 
these have becom-e so numerous and flagrant that in self-respect 
we have been compelled to sever all diplomatic relations witll 
her. Can a greater injury be don-e a nation than a wanton 
attack upon its flag? Sit·s, Germany has heaped upon us every 
insult, conspired against our internal and external peace, spat 
and trampled upon our flag, foully murdered 319 of our citizens, 
and perp-etrated wanton acts of war upon us. She has inflicted 
every injury upon us except an actual invasion of our territory. 
Are there any among us eowardly or foolish enough to desire to 
be quiescent until this is done? Does anyone doubt that if the 
German fleet was released from blockade by the British fleet 
and free to do so, it would not already be upon our shores 
endeavoring to do its work of devastation and ruin? Is anyone 
foolish enough to imagine that, if Germany was free from 
European troubles and had a large army that she could safely 
land here, she would not do so and endeavor to conquer us and 
obtain lodgment and territory in the 'Vestern Hemi ·phere? 

No, Mr. President, since the 1st of February last Germ:;my 
has defiantly ignored our warnings not to infringe upon our 
rights upon the high seas and has been waging warfare against 
us with every instrumentality available for use by her. The 
question for us is, Shan· we accept the war which she is now 
waging, or submit to her demands and injuries? There nre 
some who seek to avert the direct issue by advocating the fol­
lowing of the policy known as armed neutrality: This policy 

/ 
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was wise before Germany had commenced warfare by attacking 
and destroying four American ships. This policy would have 
been an additional warning to her that if she attacked our ships 
:i.nd flag she must expect at our hands prompt and efficient war­
fare. Prior to the commencement of hostilities by Germany, 
armed neutrality would have been our wise and proper course. 
It might have averted war, but Congress failed to give its ap­
proval to this policy as recommended by the President. The 
failure to "Venture even so far as armed neutrality to redress 
our wrongs and defend om· rights encouraged Germany to fm·­
ther insult and injury and made her believe that we could not 
under any circumstances be forced into war. Moved by this 
conviction, she has deliberately attacked and destroyed four 
American ships. Armed neuh·ality af ter these occurrences 
would be a cowardly makeshift unworthy of this great Republic. 
It would simply mean that after Germany has clearly evinced 
her deliberate purpose to destroy · all American ships found in 
the barred war zone we would foolishly send our merchant 
ships there relying only upon their own powers of defense. 
We would be sending our peaceful vessels of commerce to be 
attacked by the public war vessels of Germany, and at the 
same time withholding from our vessels the assistance of our 
own naval forces. Sirs, one of the chief reasons we incurred 
the vast expenditure in creating a Navy was through it to ex­
tend protection to our trade and commerce. No, sir. Armed 
neutrality, whatever might have been its benefits heretofore, 
would be but a miserable failure, encouraging Germany to fur­
ther aggression and injuries. If we send our merchant vessels 
in this proscribed zone, they should go there with the positive 
assurance that they will receive all the protection that the 
power of this Government can give. To do otherwise would 
be but an invitation to Germany to attack them knowing that 
they must depend upon themselves for defense and could not 
rely for any assistance upon the naval and military forces of 
this Government. 

1\fr. President, we can not avoid it. The only wise, manly, and 
honorable course for us to pursue is to accept the conditions of 
warfare precipitated by Germany, declare the existing state of 
war between Germany and the United States, give authority to 
the President to use the Army and Navy of this country to wage 
the war thus unjustly brought on us, augment our Army and 
Navy, and use every resource possessed by us to wage tllis war 
efficiet;ttly and successfully. We are not waging war against the 
German people, but against its military and autocratic Govern­
ment, which, we believe, contrary to the wishes of the German 
people, has inflicted these many injuries upon us and severed the 
ties of friendship which have for more than a century bound us 
to the German people. We believe that when the war-mad and 
military autocracy which now rules Germany has been chas­
tened or overthrown the ties of friendship now severed wlll be 
reunited and become firmer and stronger. In waging this war 
we will be aiding the free, liberal, and democratic nations to 
overthrow in Germany the last refuge of autocracy and mili­
tarism. 

Mr. PresideBt, in making this decision for war we are fully 
aware of the perils that may lie in our pathway. We are fully 
conscious of the many difficulties which we must meet and must 
overcome. We fully realize the many sacrifices that we must 
make to achieve victory in order to redress our wrongs and 
maintain our rights. We are not enamored of the pomp and 
glory of war, and only accept it because impelled to do so by 
liational honor and national vital interests. Having entered this 
pathway, however. protracted and tiresome the journey may be, 
we will follow it to the end. Having crossed the Rubicon, boldly 
and bravely we will march to Rome. With brave heart and reso­
lute will we will bend every energy of mind and body to the 
successful prosecution of this war. Every resource at our com­
mand . will be dedicated to the cause of ouT country. If misfor­
tunes should come we will not be discouraged, but they will but 
serve to stimulate us to greater endeavor. We know full well 
that if the 100,000,000 people constituting this great Republic act 
in unison of mind and heart for service of country we can suc­
cessfully meet all perils, difficulties, and dangers which may be­
fall us, and emerge from this conflict stronger, better, greater. 

At this critical time let us have a revival of the patriotic 
fervor and love of country which so strongly pulsated in the 
hearts of our forefathers. Let us feel as they felt, that public 
honor is private honor, that public disgrace is private disgrace, 
that public failure is private failure, that public success is pri­
vate success. These were the principles and sentiments that 
animated the founders of this Republic and made possible its 
greatness and glory. Let us feel, as our fathers felt, that the 
bugle call to battle and duty is far more pleasing to the ear than 
the dinner gong inviting to feast and revelry. Let us cultivate 
the stronger and sterner virtues whlch must now bear the bur-

dens of national difficulties. The clock of national patriotism 
now strikes for each of us our hour of work and responsibility. 
The voices which speak to us from the past, the inspiration 
which springs from the present, the possibilities that crown the 
future should awaken in each of us a fervid and lofty patriot­
ism and confirm the resolve of each of us in this hour of storm 
and stress valiantly to serve this Republic, and with strong arms 
and brave hearts defend her against every enemy that may as­
sail her, and thus in the end enable this great people to advance 
along the pathway of justice, liberty, and peace. 

:Mr. LODGE. Mr. President, no one is more conscious than I 
that this is a moment for action and not for debate. But, as a 
member of the Committee on Foreign Relations and having 
taken part in framing this resolution, I wish briefly to state why 
I support it with the greatest earnestness of which I am capable. 

The most momentous power entrl'lsted to Congress by the Con­
stitution is the authority to declare war, and never has Congress 
been called to a more solemn exercise of th1s great function than 
at this moment. We have submitted to wrongs and outrages 
from the central powers of Europe-wrongs which involve not 
only injury to property but the destruction of American lives­
with a long patience. We have borne and foreborne to the very 
limit of endurance. Now the inevitable end iS here and we are 
about to declare war against Germany. 

Speaking for myself and, I hope, for my associates generally 
on this side of the Chamber, I desire to say that in this crisis, 
and when the country is at war, party lines will disappear, 
and this disappearance of the party line will, I am confident, 
not be confined to the minority. Both Democrats and Reimb­
licans must forget party in the presence of the common danger. 
This is not, and can not be, a party war. It is a war in which 
all Americans must be united, and no one must ask a loyal 
citizen, high or low, who seeks to serve his country in the field 
or in civil life to what party he belongs, any more than it would 
be possible to ask his religion or his race. As Americans we 
shall all, I am sure, be prepared to give to the Executive money, 
men, and all the necessary powers for waging war with energy 
and driving it forward to a successful conclusion. The President 
has made recommendations as to the action which he hopes 
Congress will take, with which I for one am in most thorough 
accord. 

We have only a very small Army and we must proceed at once 
as rapidly as possible to build up a large one fit to defend the 
country in any emergency. We must provide for the future 
and for the supply of men for the Army by a system of universal 
military training. I agree with the President that this new 
Army should be chosen upon the "principle of universal lia· 
bility to service." Our Navy is strong in certain branches and 
very weak in others. It must be our business to supply the 
deficiencies as rapidly as possible. Fortunately those deficiencies 
are of the kind which can be most quickly supplied. It is our 
duty to see to it that all the money and all the legislation 
necessary for both the Army and Navy are given at once. 

The President has said that war " will involve the utmost 
practicable cooperation in counsel and action with the Govern­
ments now at war with Germany and, as incident to that, the 
extension to those Governments of the most liberal financial 
credits, in order that our resources may so far as possible be 
added to theirs." I am not only in full agreement with this 
policy advised by the President, but it seems to me that nothing 
is more important than_ to follow it out. I am as thorough a 
believer as ever in the general policy laid down by Washington 
when he advised the people of the United States not to enter 
into permanent alliances; but the man who won the American 
Revolution through the alliance with France would have been 
the last to lay down a hard and fast rule that under no circum­
stances and for no purposes were we ever to ally ourselves with 
other nations. He covers this point completely ·in the Farewell 
Address, where he says : 

Taking care always to keep ourselves by suitable establishments on a 
respectable def~nsive posture, we may safely trust to temporary alli­
ances for extraordinary emergencies. 

Farseeing and wise, he knew very well that dangers might 
come which would make a temporary alliance or agreement with 
foreign nations imperative. That time has arrived. It would 
be madness for us to attempt to make war alone upon Germany, 
and find ourselves, perhaps, at the end left isolated, at war 
with that power, when all the other naj:ions had made peace, 
because we had not associated ourselves with them. The allies 
of the entente, as they are called., are fighting a common foe, 
and their foe is now ours. ·we can not send a great army 
across the ocean, for we have no army to send. Yet I should be 
glad for one if we could send now 10,000 men of our Regular 
troops, so that the flag of the United. States might at least be 
unfurled in the fields of France. I believe that the mere sight 
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of that ftag in that region made so desolate by war would stimu­
late the courage and help the success of those who have the 
same aim which we have and who seek the same victory. We 
ean also. help the alli.es, as the President recommends, with ln.rge 
credits and with those supplies which we can :ftl.rnish and which 
they lack. We can not do more in n.ny direction to. bring this 
war to a speedy end than to give those credits and :ftl.rnish those 
supplies. 

The President has told us that German spies " were here 
even before the war began, and it is, unhappily, not. a matter 
of conjecture, but a fact proved in our courts of justice, that 
the intrigues· which have more than once come perilously near 
to disturbing the peace and dislocating t~e industries of the 
country have been carried on at the instigation, with the sup­
port, and even under the personal direction of official agents of 
the Imperial Government aceredtted to the Government of the 
United States." I believe myself that the overwhelming mass 
of eur citizens of German descent are just as loyal to the United 
States as any citizens could possibly be. But there is this class 
of agents of the Imperial German Government who are ready 
to engage in plots and crimes to. the injury o.f the people of this 
country. "Disloyalty, .. if I may again borrow the words of 
the President, u must be put down with a firm hand.'~ 

The purpose of the German submarine campaign is the de­
struction of the world's mercantile tonnage. In the old days, 
in previous wars, the ships of warring nations were captured, 
frequently in large numbers. as was the case when our privateers 
ranged the English Channel in the War of 1812. But it must 
not be forgotten that, with few exceptions, these merchant ves­
sels, when captured, were sent into port, condemned as prizes, 
and again put afloat. The total tonnage of the world was not 
materially reduced. But the Ge-rman submarine wru·, ruthlessly 
carried on, is directed toward the destruction of the tonnage of 
the whole world. Forced into war. as we now are, our first 
action should be to repair in some measure this loss to our own 
tonnage and to that of the world by seizing the ships of Ger. 
many now in our ports and putting that additional tonnage into 
the world's service. · 

Mr. President, we have never been a military Nation; we are 
not prepared for war in the modern sense; but we have vast 
resources and unbounded energies, and the day when war is 
declared we should devote ourselves to calling out those re­
sources and organizing those energies so. that they can be used 
with the utmost effect in hastening the complete victory. The 
worst of all wars is a feeble war. War is too awful to be en­
tered upon half-heartedly. If we fight at all, we must fight for 
all we are worth. It must be no weak, hesitating war. The 
most merciful war is that which is most vigorously waged and 
which comes most quickly to an end. 

Mr. President, no one feels the horrors of war more than L 
It is with no light heart, but with pro.found sadness, although 
with hope and courage, that I see my country compelled to enter 
the great field of conflict. But there are, in my opinion, some 
thin"S worse for a nation than war. National degeneracy is 
worse; national cowardice is worse. The division of our people 
into race groups, striving to direct tl1e course of the United 
States in the inte-rest of some other country when we should 
have but one allegiance, one hope, and one tradition is far worse. 
All these dangers have been gathering abou~ us and darkening 
the horizon during the last three years. 'Vhatever suffering and 
misery war may bring it will at least sweep these foul things 
away. Instead of division into race groups, it will unify us into 
one Nation, and national degeneracy and national-c_owardice will 
slink back into the darkness from which they should never have 
emerged. 

I also believe that on our entrance into this war, under the 
conditions which it has assumed, our future peace, our independ­
ence as a proud and high-spirited Nation, our very security are 
at stake. There is no otlier way, as I see it, except by war to 
save these thincrs without which national existence- is a mocke-ry 
and a sham. But there is a still higher purpo.se here as I 
look upon it. The President has said with great justice that 
Germany is making war on all nations. We do not enter upon 
this war to secure victory for one nation as against another. 
We enter this war to unite with those who are fighting the 
common foe in order to preserve human freedom, democracy, 
and modern civilization. They are all in grievous peril; they 
ru·e all threatened. T.bis war is a war, as I see it, against 
l>arharism, not the anarchical barbarism of what are known 
as the Dark Ages, but organized barbarism· panoplied in · all the 
devices for the destruction of human life which science, bene-fi­
cent science, can bring forth. We are resisting an effort to 
thrust mankind back to forms of government, to political creeds 
ana methods of conquest which we had hoped had disappeared 
forever from the world. We. are fighting· against ·a nation 

which, in the fashion of centuries ago, drags the inhabitants of 
conquered lands into slavery; which carries off women and girls 
for even worse purposes; which in its mad desire to conquer 
mankind and trample them under foot has stopped at no wrong, 
has regarded no treaty. The work which we are called upon to 
do when we enter this war is to preserve the principles of 
human liberty, the principles of democracy, and the light of 
modern civilization; all that we most love, all that we hold 
dearer than life itself. In such a battle we can not fail to win. 
I am glad that my country is to share in this preservation of 
human freedom. I wish to see my country gathered with the 
other nations who are fighting for the same end when the time 
for peace comes. We seek no conquests, we desire no territory 
and no new dominions. We wish simply to pre erve our own 
peace and our own security, to uphold the great doctrine which 
guards the American hemisphere, and to see the disappearance 
of all wars or rumors of wars from the East, if any dangers 
there exist. What we want most of all by this victory which 
we shall help to win is to secure the world's peace, broad-based 
on freedom and democracy, a world not controlled by a Prus­
sian military autocracy, by Hohenzollerns and Hapsburgs, but 
by the will of the free people of the earth. We shall achieve 
th1s result, and when we achieve it we shall be able to say that 
we have helped to con:(er great blessings upon mankind, and 
that we have not fought in vain. [Manifestations of applause 
in the galleries.] 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Did the doorkeepers distribute 
the cards to the people who entered the galleries? [A pause.] 
The doorkeepers will remove all persons whom they can identifY 
as interfering with the rules of the Senate. They have had 
fair warning. 

Mr. VARDAl\!AN. Mr. Preside1;1t. the elements of genuine 
greatness in the statesman show themselves in the hour of stress, 
when th1·ough the mists of passion he is able to see clearly the 
path of duty and, in " spite of the stare of the wise and the 
world's derision, .. dares to follow it undismayed. 

The abnosphere enveloping this Capitol has been for the past 
year surcharged with the spirit of prejudice, of h..'tte, love, 
and all the bad and good passions that grow out of the ravages 
of war to such an extent that men have lost their bearings and 
discarded for the time that poise and power of deliberation 
which usually characterizes their conduct. All order festers to 
theil~ abnormal vision, and everything seems out of joint. 

Of all the times in the- history of this Nation when Con­
gressmen and the people generally should hold themselves in 
due beunds ·and keep their heads, now is the time. As the 
little chunks, water-sogged, having found their proper place 
in the bottom of the lake will rise to the surface when the 
waters are iashed by the fury of the storm, so may we expect 
sma11 men to come to. the front and be heard for their much 
talking and little thinking in this moment of national disorder 
and desperate tragedy. But after the war is over and order 
shall be restored these verbal patriots, in obedience to the rule 
which finally determines the eternal fitness of things, will return 
again to their former places from which they were lifted by 
the influences of this world-wide cataclasm. 

There are two. classes of men who will attract public atten­
tion in this tragic hour. The :fi.l!st will be the heroic group 
of determined men who in performing their proper part in 
the affairs of the country will not consider the cost or mensure 
the dangers involved to themsekes since they will bear the 
responsibilities and suffer all the consequ,ences of their oun acts 
and utterances. The other is the large group 9f men known for 
their much verbigerations and mock heroism, paucity of ideas, 
and plasticity of conscience who ru·e comfortably ensconced 
in a bombproof position far from . the unerring shot of the 
enemy. This large group of little men with the flame of 
vaunted patriotism burning on thei1· insincen:J tong1.tes will not 
hesitate to count the cost in sorrow and death which others 
are to suffer as the result of their fooli h immaturely ·consid­
ered acts. Intolerance, bigotry, self-assumed superiority ru·e 
qualities of mind which should excite contempt rather than 
admiraticn. They are the attributes of little minds an<l dwarfed 
souls and stamp the one afflicted with them as incompetent for 
leadership, rather than being accomplishments fitting him to 
participate in directing the affairs of a great Nation at a 
critical moment of its history. 

Much depend upon what this Congress may do. Tile present 
is pregnant with momentous issues; the provocations are great 
and the tide of passion runs high. Each Se-nator and .Repre­
sentative should remember that by his vote he is making history 
to-day. He may possibly be signing the death warrant of hun~ 
dreds of thousands of · his fellow citizens, bringing sorrow and ' 
distress to hundred of now happy homes, and ·burdening pos­
terity with a debt which will sap the moral ana mental natures 
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and weaken the physical fiber of the generations yet to come, since the dark days of the beginning. America is great enough 
and thereby destroy the virility of the race by its crushing to set a p1:·ecedent in a great world-serving, min-saving, moral 
burden. He should also remember that the Republic is on tri.ai. movement et that character. Nothing will be settled by the 
Democ1·atic principles in government, so dear to the fath€I'S. United States entering into this war except the question of 
arc being subjected to the acid te!>t. Crimination and recri.miru:t- · superiority of strength. 
tion, partisanship, and personal politics are as much out of place The President hopes that by sacrificing millions of Americans, 
in the deliberations of this body to-day as unregenerate sin in spending a few billion dollars, taken from the products of the 
the realm of infinite morality. toiling masses of this cotmtry, we may be able to "organize the 

l\rr. President, there comes a time in the life of every man parliament of man," and br·ing about "the federation of the 
when the performance of duty imposes a painful process. To wol"ld,~' It is a big price to pay, but probably the consumma­
move along the lines of least resistance, to drift with the tide, tion will be worth the sacrifice. It is a fine., big idea the Presi­
to keep step with the thoughtless gang is the natural impulse of dent has for the salvation of the world. I wish him Godspeed 
the human heart. I find myself in a position this morning where in his good efforts in that direction. But. the world will not 
I wish my sense of obligation to the people 1 have the honor in take his big ideas by force of arms. He can not "draw down 
part to immediately represent in this Chamber particularly, this new Republic held in air and make for it a foundation on 
and the American people generally, would permit me to vote- as the earth." by using the methods of the brute. l\forai reform 
I am sure a large majority of my colleagues will vote on the must come by virtue of inherent merit and not by the force of 
pending question. Their pahiotism I do not question, and the standing armies. A hired professional soldiery is inconslst­
wisdom of their course will be determined by time alone. ent with free institutions. Lo-ve of country is the saving, con-

I only wish I could believe that the thing the Senate is abo-ut serving infl:uence· in republics-it is the very soul of oux 
to do will redound to the interests of the American people, but system of government. It ought to be a glorious priv­
for the life of me I can not bring myself to believe it will con- liege for a patriotic citizen to give his life in defense of his 
tribute to the welfare of the great mass of American people and country. It ought to be a highly prized opportunity in the 
to the happiness of the world, and elevate and render more per- hour of h·ial, sucll as we are passing through to-day, for a 
manent the civilization of mankind. citizen of this Republic to offer his services in defense of his 

I do not in any way condone the crimes which Germany has flag. For a righteous cause I am sure that 10,000,000 Amer­
comniitted against the American people and the commerce of ican men would rush to the colors and hesitate not to con­
the world. I do not deny that the law has been violated and sider the consequences. They would come christened with the 
tllnt we have a legal right to declare war. Many things have tears of loving mothers, devoted wives, and loyal sisters, 
occurred which are &hocking to my every idea of humanity. and with heart afire with unquenchable patriotism they would 
Such acts of brutality can be excused or accounted for only keep "Old Glory,,. unstained and triumphant in the air. Com­
upon the theory that the perpetrators were frenzied with hate pulsory military service is at this time an affront to the 
and engaged in a life-and-death sh·uggle. But the crimes com- patriotism of the better class of our people. It should be re­
mitted in this war can not all be charged to one nation. sorted to only when we are down to the dregs for men. But, 

The allies have also violated international law, sunk our ships, Mr. President, I do not feel like sacrificing a million men-! c.an 
killed our citizens, and committe(} other crimes which I know not afferd to break the hearts of loving mothers, becloud the 
were only incidental to the pro~cution of cruel warfare. Yes, lives of devoted wives, and shadow the souls of orphaned chil­
they all have done things that in the calmer and saner moments dren with ineffable sorrow, in order to liberate Germany from 
WC\nld have caused them to shudder with horror and hang their the cruel domination of kings, without first consulting the people 
heads in shame. The warring forces of Mexico have also mani- who are to be sacrificed for the deliverance. I · have the right 
fested the brutalizing influence of war. They ha-ve ouh·aged to give my own life for such a cause, but I have no right 
innocent women, murdered little children, atrociously killed our to give the life of any loving mother's son or the husband of a 
men, and destroyed millions upon millions of dollars' worth of devoted wife 01· , tile father of little children who are probably 
property. But these, I repeat, were all, or most of them, inci- dependent for bread upon his daily toil. 
dental; they grew out of war's brutalities~ruel, criminal, We are told that the masses of the people of Europe were not 
foolish war. It only shows to what depths men will fall when consulted about the war flagrant there to-day. Their consent 

·engaged in the commerce of the beast, and furnishes another was not obtained before the war was started and thty will not 
reason also why America should keep out of this slaughter pen. be permitted to determine the time of its ending. And that is 
It will not be forgotten that notwithstanding the unlawful true. If they had been consulted, the differences between the 
and brutal conduct of Mexico the American vote..- at the polls warring Govei·nments would have been honestly and fairly set­
last fall approved the Wilson administration and continued it in tied by arbitmtion rather than by wage of battles involving 
power as a reward for keeping us out of war. Don't forget that. the sacrifice of human lives. The ruling clas es are alone 
Men talk of civilized warfare. There is no such thing. In its responsible for the disgraceful condition in Europe to-day, 
mildest and least objectionable form it is what Sherman said it a condition which stamps their pretended faith in the Prince 
was, "It is hell." If our joining in this war in Europe would of Peace. as a bloody lie. The meek and lowly Nazarene is 
relieve the world of this burning, devouTing, devastating social held up as a disciple of Mars, and hate has taken thE> place of 
cancer that is destroying the world body politic, there might be love in our religion. Now, if the ruling classes of Europe are 
some justification for the adoption of this resolution. I do nat responsible for that war, if they brought it on without consult­
believe that we will relieve the situation by becoming a party to ing the people, how can we, the Members of Congress and the 
the horrors and brutalities of the conflict, but, on the contrary, Executive, the governing head of this great Rupublic, how can 
I believe our entrance into it will only serve to postpone the we justify involving this country in a war which will neces­
day of an amicable settlement. I was impressed with the sarily result in the slaughter of millions of men and the squan­
President's suggestion in his message to Congress Monday night . dering of billions of dolla.rs-1 repeat, how can we explain to 
that permanent world peace will come only by the dethronement our constituents why we had plunged them. into this vortex of 
of kings and establishing in their stead throughout the nations murder and plunder without consultinJ them and getting their 
of the earth governments by the people. consent? If it is wrong for a king to plunge his subjects into 

The President also suggested that if the people who are the vortex of war without their consent, it can not be less repre­
now engaged in this war in Europe bad been consulted tlfere hensible for the President of the United States and ihe Congress 
would have been no war. If I may be permitted to indulge to involve their constituents in a war without their consent. 
in a little speculation I will say, Mr. President, that if There is no- necessity for haste in this matter. It were better to 
the people of the United States-! mep the plain, honest suspend commerce for a while, lose a little money or profits, if 
people, the masses who are to bear the burden of taxation and you please, and save from slaughter a few hundred thousand of 
fight the Nation's battles, were consulted-the United States the bravest and best men l5eneath the -stars. But I apprehend 
would not make a declaration of war against Germany to-day. that some one may say, we have not time to wait, our honor is at 
If the women and children, who are the greatest sufferers in stake. That matter I prefer to let th~ people detj'!rmine. If 
time of war, were consulted, the voice would come back in they want war, if they are '\Yilling to pay the price of war, if 
thunderous tones as it gathered volume from the tenement houses they feel that the offense justifies war, since they must pay the 
of the great cities, the factories, the farm homes, and all along price in blood and treasure, in tbe .name of Goo let them settle 
through the humbler walks of life, on its way to Washington, that question :for themselves. 
directing the President and Congress to find some- other way, it Mr. President, I am not going to vote for this resolution. I uo 
possible, to settle it rather than by the arbitrament of the not believe that it is necessary to- go to war in order to bring 
sword. The great moral sentiment of the world would approve about a settlement of this desperate trouble with honor to 
such a course-such a course would be unusual, but the unique-- America, but I am noe going to interfere with or delay in any 
ness of the thing would challenge the admiration of mankind way the final consideration of the resolution. I want Congress 
and lift humanity from tile brutal bOg in which it has ~allowed to act upon it, an<l net upon it right now. I have no doubt about 

• 
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its passage, and for that reason I am overwhelmed with a sense 
of anxiety, not for myself, not for any individual, but for the 
welfare of all the people, and especially the great toiling masses 
of America, upon whom will fall the larger part of the burde1;1. 
When the resolution shall pass. we will be in a state of war with 
Germany. Every American citizen will then be called upon to 
go to the defense of the flag, and I trust" he will respond promptly 
to the demands of the hour, and if need be, give his life and his 
all to uphold the Nation's cause. I shall vote to give the Presi­
dent men and money to the last citizen able to bear arms, and 
every dollar that shall be necessary to meet the expenses of the 
war. I shall do more. My own services shall be offered to do 
whatever may be necessary within my power in suppDrt of my 
country's cause. I trust there will be no break in the ranks, no 
hesitating, no question, but that all Americans may present a 
solid, invincible front to the common enemy. I have hoped, I 
repeat, that the question might be settled peaceably by negotia­
tion , but when the Congress decides that only by the arbitra­
ment of the sword it shall be settled, then to that task we will 
devote our hands, our heads, our hearts, and the products of our 
toil. l\Iay the God of nations in His infinite wisdom lead the 
Congress and the American _people safely through the dark and 
perilou valley which our country is called upon at this time to 
pa I do love 

My country 's good with a respect more tende1·, 
More holy and profound than my own life. 

And to her service I hereby dedicate my life and all that I 
possess. 

1\It·. STO:XE. Mr. President, I listened to the greater part 
of the speeches made by the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. 
HITCHCOCK], the Senator from Virginia [l\lr. SWANSON], and 
the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. LODGE]. I shall not 
attempt to answer those speeches, although it seems to me 
ans"·er would be easy. 

In the circumstances of this fateful hour I think it best not 
now to ~nter into the domain of controversy. I wish ·merely to 
put this much in the RECORD in the interest of historical ac­
curacy. The Senators adverted to certain facts to justify their 
arguments, but adverted only to a part of the facts, and in 
numerous instances neglected to state the whole truth of the 
facts to which they did advert. But that sort of thing has been 
from time immemorial done by advocates who seek to justify 
before the people the wisdom and the justice of what they do. 
Howe•er, it is certain that impartial history will record the 
whole truth, and so far as I am concerned I will let contro­
-rersy go for this immediate day and time. 

l\lr. Pre ident, I fear that the Congress is about to invol\e the 
.United States in this European war, an<l when you do that my 
belief is that you will commit the greatest national .blunder of 
history. I shall Yote against this mistake, to pre\ent which, 
God helping me, I would gladly lay down my life. 

ntil the Congress shall othei·wise command, I shall stand 
a I haYe stood from the beginning, and even no" I lift my voice 
in solemn warning again t this blunder. But if the constituted 
power of my Government, the powers constitutiona.Ify author· 
izecl to speak for the people on this momentous issue, shall 
.decide for war, and we go into war, then I shall cast all doubts 
and forebodings to the winds, and my eyes thenceforth will be 
blind to e\erytbing but the flag of my country borne by Amer­
ican boys through the storm of war, and my ears deaf to every 
call save that of my country in its hour of peril. If Congress 
unfurls the battle flag, however profound my sorrow, I will at 
once stand in salute to that flag, dutifully willing and ready to 
perform any service or make any sacrifice necessary to bring 
the cause we espouse to a successful is ue. 
. To my countrymen everywhere I say that while we may differ 
as we do apout the policy of entering this war, once in it all 
differences must cease. In war there can be no divided patriot­
ism. In war the eyes of an American can behold but one .flag. 
In a time of stress like that all gaps must be close(} and our 
front become as solid as a wall. 

If we declare for war there must be no halting; we must 
make war in earnest. We know what that means. But when 
war is declared, if it is declared, honor and patriotism alike 
demand that we shrink not to enter, if need be, into the very 
mouth of hell. 

1\Ir. President, if your decision be for war, there is nothing 
that any sane, patriotic, honorable American could do that I 
will not do · to make that war a succe s. I will stand ready 
instantly to take my full share of the responsibility and the 
burden. 

Mr. President, I llave finisheu. . 
Mr. 1\fcCUMBER. 1\lr. President, I offer the following sub- ' 

~titute for the joint resolution before the Senate. I ask that ' 
the Secretary may read it . . I simply desire to preface the read-

ing by the statement that I have formulated a concurrent 
rather than a joint resolution, because I have a conviction that 
Congress alone has the power to either make or refuse 'war. 
and that .it does not need the signature of the President ns a 
joint resolution would need it. I ask the Secretary to rend the 
concurrent resolution. · 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore (1.\lr. SAULSBURY). The Sec­
retary wlll rend the concurrent resolution. 

The Secretary read as follows : 
Con<'u~-rent resolutiun asserting certain of the duties imposed upon 

belligerents by international law in the maintenance of a blocknd 
defining certain of the inalienable and vital rights of American ves: 
se]s and . Am~rican citizens. on the high seas, and declaring thn t a 
willful v1olahon or these nghts by any belligerent w ill be re.,.arclert 
and acceptHI as an act and declaration of war against the United 
States. 
Be it resolved by the Senate of the United St.ates (the House of 

Rept·esent!ltit'es concurring), That the Government of the United 
States recognizes the right of any belligerent enga"'ed in the present 
European war to establlsh nnd maintain a blocka!.le "'of the ports of its 
enem1es against the imports of contraband goods, and that such 
bloc!rade may be effectuated through the employment of any type or 
marrne war c1·aft: Pro1-ided, That well recognized rules of international 
law are followed; that in the enforcement of such blockade the bel­
ligerent power ma~ exercise theo right of search and seizure for· th . 
purpose of determming whether any neutral vessel passing throu"'h 
!Jle blockaded zone is destined to a neutral port or is engaged in car:"y­
mg contraband or war to her enemy, and may detain a neutral :ves­
sel for such time as may be rea~onabl¥ n ecessa ry to ascertrun thnt 
fact, · but that in the exercise of that r1ght the merchant vessel of ~ 
neutral must first be summoned to submit to such visitation aBd can 
~b~hb~t::U~~~~~ fired upon unless she attempts to escape after receiving 

If contraband is found upon such neutral vessel and it i impos­
sibl~ or. impractic~ble to take it. into port and subject -it to the in­
vestigatiOn of a pnze court, the nglit to destroy such contraband car"'O 
by the blockading power is acknowledged by this country, but th~t 
the question of the contraband character of the cargo of such vessel 
must be determined before such vessel or cargo is sunk or destroyed 
and that such vessel can not be sunk without notice anu without 
being fir ·t summoned to submit to an examination; and in no ca P. 
can such vessel be sunl{ unle s and until all passengers and crew 
shall have been removed therefrom and assured safe conduct into 
some port where they may find shelter and rood. 

That if under the conditions anjl limitations of submarine capacitv 
and, po~ver passengers and crew can only be accorded the safety or 
theu lifeboats they can be turned adrift only under such condi­
tions as to make it certain that with reasonable diligence and car 
o~ their part they can be .landed safely in such port. If the <'Ondi­
tion of the sea or the distance from land is such that said crew 
and passengers would be subjected to great danger if left to their 
own_ lifeboats the right of the belligerent must be limited to the de­
struction of the contraband cargo en such vessel, leaving the ve ·el 
in the hands of the crew to r each a port of safety. 

That no belligerent bas a right to prohibit any neutral vessel from 
traveling upon any part of the high seas in carrying on commerc 
with another neutral in goods not intended for belligerent de ·tination, 
and no right to exercise any intl'rference except such as may be rNt~ 
sonably necessary to determine the character of the cargo and the 
destination of the vessel. 

That the Government of the United States hereby declares that the 
firing upon or sinking of any vessel of American r egistry without 
notice by any belligerent, or the destruction of such vessel without 
first providing for the safety of the pas engers and crew thereon. 
or' the willful detention of ~uch vessel engaged in trade with other 
neutra l counh·ies, except in so far as such detention may be rea­
sonably necessary to determine the character of the cargo or the de.·­
tination of the vessel, or any other willful violation of the right. 
of American ships and American citizens, as herein declared, i · an 
act of war against this country, and will be a ccepted and regardetl 
as an act of war against the United 'tates by the country so 
offending; and, thereupon, without further declaration or notice, th 
President be, and be is hereby, authorized and directed to employ 
the entire naval and military forces of the nited States and ' the 
resources of t.he Government to carry on war against the oft'end.in~ 
country; anu to bring the conflict to a successful termination all 
of the resources of the country are hereby pledged by the Congre~ 
of the United States. 

Mr. McCUMBER. Mr. President, in pt·esenting this resolution 
I am following a cour e consistent with my attitude and pur­
pose since the \ery beginning of this European war. That pur· 
pose has been to maintain out· neutrality nnd avoid being drawn 
into this conflict if it could be done ·without the surrender of 
vital American rights or national honor. 

We bn\e reache<l a point to-day where we must either sur­
render vital American rights, and I think American honor a 
well, or Germnny must surrender her present method of ruth­
less an<l indiscriminate submarine warfare against American 
vessels and American citizens. I am pausin;; on the brink of 
this war long enough to allow Germany to withdraw her declara­
tion of unrestricted warfare on neutrnl ships and neutral citi­
zens. I am allowing her the opportunity to retreat. Without 
condoning n single past act, I ain chalking the· deadline and 
leaving it to her whether she w.ill again cro s that line. She 
can answer by word or act. If she immediately ceases her un­
lawful assaults upon our vessels and citizens, she cnu avoid war 
with us. . If she oversteps that line again, she will do so nft r 
.having measured the consequences, and the war will be of her 
own choosing. In the meantime we will be continuing ou).' prep· 
aration and will lose no point of antage by a few dar ' delay 
in declaring or initiating war. 
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Mr. President, I hR'!Ie 1~cognizeti that in a great war like that quency -and aggravation in the sinking of Amer1enn vessels not 

now raging aero s the ocenn no neutral country could expect to -engag-ed in trade with any belligerent, but earrying on com­
exercise without hin.tlrance or inconvenience every commercial merce between nenh·al nations only, without notice, warning, or 
right it enjoyed in times of peace; that nations in the thr-oes 'Of investigation. So unprovoked have been some of these acts of 
a life and death struggle would on many occasions overstep recog- , destruction, in some in tances so wanton, like the sinking of our 
nized belUgerent rights unu infringe upon the rights of neutrals; merchant ve sels trading <>nly with other neutrals, that I find it 
that there can be no great war without upsetting to a consid- difficult to believe that the German people, if they fully untler­
erable extent the course of trade and other commercial an{l st.ood the circumstances, would uphold the officials 'Of their G'Ov­
financial relations of neutrals; and that in the light of th.e his- ernment in such reckless assault upon commerce between peace­
tory of alf wat·s we ought to exercise a great deg1~ of -charitable- ful and neutral countrie. . On what ground the German Gov­
ne s towaTd the ·e war-mru1dened nations of Europe. ernment can claim that vessels trailing only between this 

I ha\e therefore sought <>n all occasions to keep ibis country country and Holland, Denmark, Sweden, or Norway in goods 
nenb·al in spirit as well as in conduct. When thL<s war began not intended, directly or indirectly, for the use of a belligerent 
and the pre s of tue country seemed united in a campa.ign of , should be treated as enemy vessel is beyond my comprehension. 
denunciation of the whole German prople, indicting them as Ther·e seem to be but two possible explanations of this con­
Runs, as sa'\·age and remorseless mm·derers, I felt it my duty duct: Either th-at official Germany, exasperated at the world 
to defend them against this wholesale charge of brutality in an sentiment .against her, has be-come so reckless as to look upon 
addres. made before tile Senate. While I could n-ot condone all the commercial powers a her enemies <>l' that, being unable 
many of the act· committed, like the shooting to death of a to ecure from this country that ·which other belligerents are 
nurse girl, the leYying of tribute upon the conquered Belgians, secm·ing by reason of their ability to command at least the 
tlle sinking of the Lusitania, the ruthless sinking of hospital surface of the seas, she believes that with her undersea ct·aft 
·hips, or wanton destructjon of homes and hou ehold effects of she can better carry out her purpose to isolate Great Britain 

noncombatant., I preferred to place the blame where it rightly · and cut off bel' food supply by striking her commerce with this 
belonged, on the boulders of the officer commanding, rather counh·y at its source, and is, theref.ore, in reality imiting 
than upon the German people in whom I had .always found a rather than avoiding a war with this country, assuring herself 
sprit of milt1ness and sympathy. · that we have not the equipment to land or support an army in 

I have, rather, charged these things to that fat e dogma of · Europe an<l that in a sfate of war, and ft·eed f1·om the resh·aints 
Prur ·ian militarism inculcated by every commander fr.om the of neutrality, she can sink American ves ·els either at our ports 
Kai er down, that militarism must of nece sity be au tere and or on the high seas and thereby better accomplish her purr)()se 
merciles ·, ue\·oid of sympathy or humanity, and gov.erned by of eliminating Great Britain from the contest by -cutting off her 
the single unswerving purpose to accomplish results. whether food supply. Whatever may be her purposes or motives, it is 
such results be achie\ed by hatte1·ing the ranlrs of an enemy certain she is sinking our ships which ar.e not engaged in com­
soldiery 'Or striking terror into the hearts of !'111 enemy populace. merce with he:r enemy. She may feel justified in inking with­
I have believed, ~mel still believe, that the German soldier who out notice or warning any belligerent merchant vessel, but I 
executes the. e merctles. commands has no more heart in the can not understand how she can justify herself in inking with­
work .asJ igned to him tban the executioner who carries -ou~ the · out ·warning neutral vessels engaged in neutral trade with ueu­
<leath senteuce of a court; that the relentless pirit of militar- tral nations. I can not believe that her own people, if they 
ism above him, eYer bearing upon its banner the edict of im- understood the real situa.ti.on, "\>Yould ever back up such an asser­
mediate death to him who hesitates to obey, has forced every tion of right, such a whole ale assault upon the commerce of 
repugnant or heartless deed. the world. 

1\lr. President, when this war broke out I proposed and sup- N.ow, l\lr. President, there can be no such thing as both 
ported a. mea ure prohlbiting the shipment of arms and aillJllu- parties to a war being right. Notwithstanding the fact that 
nition -to either belligerent. Wlille xecognizing that there were the people of .each nati()n may con ider their cause just, one or 
two sides to this great question .on its merits, I did not agree the other must be wrong. If we are right we ought to make 
with the majority in the Senate that such an emb._<trgo w<>uld the people of tile other country-not merely the heads of gov­
be a breach of either neutrality or of our treaties, .and that ernment, not merely the military caste, but the great people 
while the withilolding of arms from a weaker or unprepared themselve -understand that their cause can not be just. The 
nation as against a stronger or well prepared country might assertion that "he is thrice armed whose cause is just " loses 
well be considered au unneutral act, I felt that there was no much of its force if it so happen that his opponent e<JllSCien­
such dispru·ity 1n the matter of prep:uedness or ability to pre- tiously believes that cause to be grossly tmjust. 
pare between the great countries engaged in this conflict as to I believe the German people-the common people--do not 
create a moral duty on our part to supply either with the under tanc1 om- attitude. I want them to understand it. I be­
means to destroy the other. lieve they .a.re laboring under a false conviction that aR a :TatiDn 

1Vhen the differences between this country and Germany on we- are claiming t•ights which we do oot claim ; that they are 
the use of submarines in · warfare became acute I was com· imbued with a false notion tbat we as a Nation are insisting 
pelled through conviction to disagree with the President .and a upon the right of <>ur merchant ships to deliver with'{)ut moles­
majority in the Senate in the assertion that the submarine coul-d tation or interference contraband of war to their enemies. I 
not under international law be used at all against euemy mer- want this country to dispel that fal e ~onviction. 
chant ships. Although I w.as but one of .a small m·inority hold- Mr. P1·esident, I want the fairness and rightoousness <>f our 
ing this view, and for w~ch I was subjected to oo little criticism, position to be presented to the German pe-ople before we either 
I believe that view has since been practically acquie ced in by declare war <>r commit an act which will, in fact, constitute 
this country. · war. I want to put the onus of that war on the other country. 

So, too, I stood with the few against the many in the Senate If, in connecti-on with what we ~oncede to be belligerent rights, 
in insisting that while the controversy between this country and we send this declaration of our own unquestioned international 
Germany on the subject of the use of submarines against bellig- rights to Germany, we put it up to her t() decide whether she 
erent ve' els was under diplomatic discussion, it was the duty wishes to make an unjust wm· on us. Under this resoluti-on Yfe 
of the American citizens to waive their right to travel on a need · nO-t even wait for a reply. One single act .on her part in 
belligerent war vessel, and that this counb·y should request its defiance of these sacred rights of this neutral country will be 
citizens to r-efrain from travel on such belligerent vessels during an wer sufficient f<Jr us. 
such negotiations, that the possibility of ·reaching an agi'ee- I have an abiding hope that if we pass this resolution in this 
ment might not be jeopardized by any needless -act of an Ameri- form there will never be another American vessel sur.k without 
can citizen. notice, and never another American vessel engaged in n-ade with 
· l\1r. President, I have followed this course and advoea.ted neutrals sunk either with or without notice; and that we sllall 
the-se positions not only because .of my conviction thai: they were secure a recognition of these, cur vital rights, without plunging 
sound and right but also because I wished, first, to keep this into tl1e vortex of this conflict. 
counh·y at peace with all the warr'ing n-ations and, second, to Eut it is said we have already not only asserted these rights 
maintain an attitude so clearly and unmistakably neutral that but declared we would hold the Imperial German Government 
she eould exert a potent influence in checking this slaughter and to a striet accountability in case of her violation of them, and 
be a powerful factor in maintaining the future peace -<>f the she ha.s answered by a still more reckless disregard of them. 
world. If I have seemed overlenient or forbearing in case of \Ve are compelled to admit this is true. nut, Mr. President, the 
wanton wrong it has sprung from an earnest desire that this previous assertion of the e American rights in defem;e .of whicll 
country might remain at peace and that only the gravest and war would be ju tifiable has been so a ociatecl and bound up 
most aggravating caus~ should lead us fr<>m our neutral pm·pose. with a ertions of othe1· rights., for the breu.ch of which we 

I am not unmindful of, nor do I slight the great and grave would not go to war, and om· course has been so uncertain that 
·provocations which seem to come with ever-increasing fre- not only our own people bnt the peop-le of other countries might 
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well })elieve that we have waiveu some of them, and I · therefore 
.think we ought to redeclare in unmistakable. language , not all · 
of om neutral rights but only those we hold to be so vital and 
their violation such an assault upon the honor of our country 
that we will back them with the blood and treasure of the 
Nation. I want the dead line bet\veen peace and "·ar to be laid 
.with 1wecision. 

I admit, Mr. Pre ident, that orne of the acts committed by 
.the central powers upon American ves els and American citi­
zens can not be differentiated from war, and we may properly 
and justly accept them as war, but I can not agree that war 
actually exists between this country and any belligerent to-day.. 
It takes two parties to make war, and so far W(' have not made 
it. I will also admit that the promulgation of an order by 
the German Government declaring a -vast section of the open 
sea to })e a war zone, and. that she would destroy any v.e sel, 
neutral o_r belligerent, passing through or . into such zone, witll­
out notice and without reference to it destination, operates in 
its effect as a blockade of .our own ports, and thereby treats us 
as a belligerent, and, so treated, we may with perfect propriety 
a~d justic~. so f'pr as the other country-is .concerned, accept the 
bell_igerency which sl;le has enforced upon us. 

, But l\1r. President, I am considering the sentiment . of thi.s 
country. If. we ar~ to get into this w.ar, I should prefer to lla ve 
back of it the se.ntjment of 100 per cent rather than of 80 per 
:c::e.nt of its:people. If we declare war against Germany to-aay, 
.we shall run counter to the sentiment and wislles of a very 
co.nsid_erable portion of our people, as is evidenced by the vast 
ni1mber pf antiwar telegrams, resolutions, antl petitions. If, 
on tlle other hand, we declare the dead line bet"·een peace aQ<l 
Wal'-\Yhicll. we haye not y~t done-if we <le<:lare t]1at the first 
atten:wt to now destroy an American ve el without notice, or 
the wilLful destruction of ,an American life . on such vessel, in 
xiolation of .our somewhflt 1:evised dectaratiop.s, will visit upon 
.tb,e head_ of the offending nat~on the might of our war power, 
a~d Ge.;1nany· then deliberately steps across that line, and . by 
so. lloing declares her purpose· to force us into the. conflict, the 
Americap pacifist. will tb.en not ha-ve a single leg to stand on, 
and we shall have back of our war a united, aggressive Ameri­
can spirit. . . . . 

But, uppose we should pass this resolution and Germany 
shoul<l an wer, · " I shall in ~he futlJ,re, so far as American 
v~ eJ ·· and dtizen. are concerned, conduct my submarine war­
fare in · accordance with yow· vieFs." would we then proceed 
to dec!are . war? And, if we d9 not, would we insist that ·.'\Ye 
have had a war with Germany? I know that there .are a gr~at 
nianv of om· citizens who believe that we should make common 
cause with the entente pQwers, without regard to any specific 
act of Germany against us; that the allies are fighting the 
battle of humanity and progress; that it is the final struggle 
between merciless miiitarism and fTeedom, and tha.t . we ought 
not to stand idly by 'vh.ile other nations of the world are pour­
ing out their b1ood in lavish currents to free Europe and tlle 
world from the ever-impending danger of annihilation by the 
demon· of war. But, however this may appeal to _many, I am 
satisfied, 1\Ir. President, that the -vast majQrity of the people 
of this country are not impressed with the idea that such . a 
sittiation in reality confronts our people or the world, and .that. 
therefore, they will justify our entering into this .war only 
upon tl1e grounds that it is imposed upon us by the German 
Government, and 've are compelled to enter it in defense of 
-vital American rights. _ 

l\1t·. President, I have assured. the people of my State that, 
as a member of the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
United State Senate, I would do everything in my po,ver com­
patible with the honor of our country to keep our people o.ut 
of this most savage and bloody conflict. In · presenting this 
resolution I am making a noal effort, or, perhaps, I might 
better ·ny, giving the great central' powers the opportunity to 
avoid a war with ·us. I believe that if we should pass this 
re ·olution, or one similar to it, the . answer migbt be peace. 
If not, then Germany has preferred war with us and must take 
the con ·equences. 
, But tt1i · country can .not stand and will not stand for a con­
tinuance of pre ent condition . While we have committed no 
act of war against any BelLigerent, the declaration of a belligerent 
that she will sink any Amei'ican ship within a certain zone 
without notice and without any attempt to ascertain either its 
cargo or its destination, operates as a blockade of our. ports 
even against trade with · neutral countries. And her acts in 
destroying the liyes of American citizens on American ships 
without notice or investigation are acts of war against .us; and 
if I n m compelled to vote . on that issue my vote must record 
the tmtiJ, that war is being made on us. ·But,· Mr.L, President, ' I 
feel that it is for our own intere ·t that we now draw the line 

between peace and -war and leave it to Germany to cross that 
line. · 

Mr. President, if this last effort of mine to a\oid conflict shall 
fail, if the majority of Congress feel that acts already com­
mitted demand an immediate appeal to arms, I shall acquiesce 
in that -judgment and support my Government in its every 
war need; and, reluctant as I am to get into this conflict, if 
the decision of this country shall be for war, I shall never vote 
to sheathe the sword until peace, honorable and just, shall be 
restored to her throne of tranquillity, and her sovereignty 
guarded and assured in the future by all the great nations of 
the world, by the Yery armies that have razed her temples aml 
ravished her realms. 

I shall, l\lr. President, su})mit this resolution for a vote of the 
Senate. I have little hope that it will pass, as I understand 
very well the pre ·ent sentiment of this body. The fact tllat it 
may not pa s, however, <loes not change my conviction that it 
ought to pass. If it does not, there is but one thing left for me 
to do, and that is to vote in favor of the resolution reported 
from the Committee on Foreign Relations, and I shall do that 
rather than for a single moment to allow the present conditions 
to remain unchallenged and unacted upon. 

1\fr. NORRIS. l\Ir. President, wJ.ile I am mo t e~phatically 
and sincerely opposed to taking any step that will force our 
cotmtry into the usele s and senseless war now being waged 
in Em·ope, yet if thi resolution passes I hall not permit my 
feeling of opposition to its passage to interfere in any way with 
my duty either a a Senator or as a citizen in bringing succe · 
and victory to American arms. I . am bitterly opposed to my 
country enteriQg the war, but if, notwithstanding my opposition, 
we <lo enter it, all of my energy and all of my power wm· be 
behind our flag in carrying it on to victory. 

The resolution now before the Senate is a declaration of war. 
Before taking thi momentous step, and while standing on the 
bJ.•ink of this terrible vortex, we ought to pause· and calmly and 
jud!ciously consider the terrible consequences · of the step we are 
about to take. w·e ought to consider likewise the route we llav.e 
recently traveled and ascertain \vhether we have reached our 
present -position in a way tllat is compatible with the neutral 
position which we claimed to occupy at the })eginning and 
through the various stages of this unholy and unrighteous war. 

No close student of recent history will deny that both Great 
Britain and Gtrm.any ha\e, on numerous occasions since the 
beginning of the war, flagrantly violated in the most seriou 
manner the right of neutral vessels and neutral nations under 
existi-ng international law as recognized up to the beginning of 
this war by the civilized ·world. · 

The reason given by the President in asking Congress to 
declare war against Germany is that the German Government 
has <leclared c~rtain war zones, within which, by the use of 
submarines, she sinks, without notice, American ships and 
destroys American lives. ' 

Let us trace briefly the origin and history of the e so-called 
war zones. The first war zone was declared by Great Britain. 
She gaye us and the world notice of it on the 4th day of 
No:vember, 1914. , 'l'he zone became eff~ctive November 5, 191,4. 
the next day_ after the notice was given. This zone so declared 
by Great Britain corered the whole of the North Sea. The 
order establishing it sought to close the.north of Scotland ro'ute 
around the British Isles to Denmark, Holland, Norway,' Sweucn, 
and the Baltic Sea. The decree of establishment <lrew an arbi­
trary line .from the Hebrides I~lands along the Scottisll coast to 
Iceland, and warned neutral shipping that it would cross those 
lines at jts peril, and ordered that ships might go to Hollimd 
and other .. neutral nations by taking the English Channel route 
thro.ugh the Strait of Dover. 

The first German war zone was declared on the 4th day of 
February, 1915, just three months after the British war zone 
was de~~red. Germapy gave 15 days' not~c~ of the estabJi h~ 
ment of her zone, which became effective on .tl;le 18th <lay of 
February: 1915. The German war zone covered the Engli ·h 
Channel and the high st-a waters around the British Isles. It 
sou(J'ht to close the English Channel route around the Briti~h 
Isle~ to Hollancl, Norwa , . S\veden, . Denmark, and the Baltic 
Sea·. The German war zone decreed that neutral ves els woulu 
be ~xposed to .danger in the English CQannel route, but that the 
route around the north of Scotland and in the eastern .part .of 
the· North Sea, in a strip 30 miles ,\ride along th~ Dutch coast. 
would be free from danger. . 
·_-·:it ;m:thus be seen that the British Government declared the 
north of Scotland route ·into the Baltic Sea as dangerous arul the 
English Channel route into the Baltic Sea as safe. ... . 
~ The. German Gov_ernment in. its order-.;-diU. exactly the.re-v.erse. 
It declared the north of Scotland · route into the Baltic Sea as 
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safe and tlle EnglisH. Channel route into the Baltic Sea as· dan-
gerous. . 

The or<ler of tile Briti h Government declaring the North Sea 
as a war zone used the following language: 

The British Admiralty gives notice that the waters of the North ~ea 
must be considered a military area. Within this area merchant ship­
ping of all kinds, tt·adet·s of all countries, fi hing cra~t. an!'J. other ves­
sels will be exposed to the gravest danger from mrnes It has been 
necessary to lay. 

The German Government, by its order declaring it · war zone 
around the south of England, declared that the order would be 
made effective by the use of submarines. 

Thus we have the two declarations of the two Governments, 
4:'ach declaring a military zone and "·arning · neuh:al shipping 
from going into the prohibited area. England squght to make 
her or<ler effecti\e by the use of submerged mine·. Germany 
sougllt to make her order effecti\e by the use of sub~arines. 
Both of these orders \vere illegal and contrary to ail mterna­
tional law as well as the principle of humanity. Under inter­
national law no belligerent Government has the right to place 
submerged mines in the high sea . Neitb~r has it any right to 
take human life without notice by the use of submari11es. If 
there is any difference on the ground of humanity between 
these two instrumentalities, it is certainly in favor ot the sub­
Inarines. The submarine can exercise some 'degr_ee of di ·cretion 
and judgment. The submerged mine always destroys without 
notice friend and foe alike, guilty and innocent th_e same. In 
carryi~g out th~e two policies, both Great Britain _and ~er­
many ha-ve sunk American ships and destroyed Amer~can h\es 
without provocation and ·witlwut notice. There haYe been more 
·hips sunk and more American _lives lost from the action of 
submarines than from English mines in the North 'eu ; fqr the 
simple reason that we finally acquie~ced in the Briti h war zone 
and kept our ships out of it, while in the German '!'at· , zqn~ we 
have refused to recoo-nize its legality -and ha\e not kept ettller 
our ships or our citiz~ns out of its area. If Ap1eric~n ships had 
<>'ODe into the Briti~ll wa.r zone in defia~1C~ of Great ~ritair(s 
~rder, as they have gone into. the Ger~an '':ar z~me in defiance 
of the German GoYernment's order, there would have been u~any 
inore American live.s lost 'ancl many more American shivs sunk 
by the insqu.QJentality of the mines tl}an the in trumentality of 
the submarines. 

lVe have in the main complied with the demands made by 
Great Britain. Our ships ha\e followed the in~ truction.· Qf the 
British Government in going not only to England but to _the 
I;leutral nations of the world, and in thus complying with the 
British order American ships going to Holland, Denmark, Nor-

. way, an<l Sweden have bee~ taken by Briti ·h offi~ial: into Brit­
ish ports, and their cargoes inspectert and exa~med. All t;he 
mails '"e haye carried even to neutral countnes have been 
opened and censored, an<l oftentimes the entire cargo confis­
cated bY the Government. Nothing lws been permitted to pqs 
to eYen· the most neutral nations except nfter examination and 
with the permission of the officials of the British Gon:.•rnment. . 

I haw ·outlined the beginning of the controversr. I have 
o-iven in substance the orders of both of the e great Governments 
that con tituted the beginning of our conh·oversy with each. 
'.rhere have been other orders made by both G<;>vernments sub­
sequent to the ones I have given that interfered. "·ith o_ur rights 
as a neutral Nation, but' these t\Yo that I have outlmecl con­
stitute the origin of practically the entire difficulty, nn<l subse­
C]uent orders have only been modifications and re_r-roductio_ns 
of those I have already mentioned. It is unneces. a rr to cttc 
authority to show that both of tllese orders declaring military 
zones were illegal and contrary to international law. It is suffi­
cient to say that our GoYernment has officially ueclar<~d both of 
them to be illegal and has officially prote ted again ·t both of 
th~. . 

The only difference is that in the case of Germany we have 
persisted in our protest, while in the case of England we have 
si.1bmitted. What was our duty as a Government and what were 
our rights when we were confronted \Yith these extraordinaty 
orders declaring these military zones? First, we could have 
defieu both of them an<l could have gone to war against both of 
these nations for tllis violation of international law and inter­
ference with our neutrnl rights. Seconu, we had the technical 
right to <lef~ one and to acquiesce in the other. Third, we c_ould, 
while denouncinG' them both as illegal, have acquiesced in them 
both and thus remained neutral with both sides, although not 
aoTceing with either as to the righteousnes of their respective 
o~Llen;. We cou lll have said to American shipowner· that, while 
the e or<lers are both contrnry to in(.eruational law- and are both 
unjast, rre do not believe that the provocation is sufficient to 
ca-·use u · to go te war for the uefen e ·of our rights as a neutral 
natioe .. and, therefore, American ship..: and American citizens 

will go into these zones at their own peL·il and risk. Fourth, 
we might have declared an embargo against the shipping from 
American ports of any merchandise to either one of these Go\­
ernments that persisted in maintaining its military zone. We 
might haye refused to petmit the sa,iling of any ship from any 
American port to either of these military zones. In my judg­
ment, if we had pursued this course, the zones would ha>e been 
of short duration. England would have been compelled to take 
her mines out of the North Sea in order to get any supplies 
from our country: When her mines were taken out of the 
North Sea then the German ports upon the North Sea would 
haYe been accesslble to American shipping and Germany would 
ha ,-e been compelled to cease her submarine warfare in order 
to get any supplies from our Nation into German North Sea 
ports. 

There· are a great many A.merican citizens who feel that we 
owe it as a duty to humanity to take part in this war. :Many 
instances of cruelty and inhumanity can be found on both 
sides. l\len are often biased in their jmlgment on account of 
their sympathy and their interests. To my min<l, what we 
ought to have maintained from the 1>eginning was the strictest 
neutrality. If we ha<l done this I do not believe we would have . 
been on the verge of war at the present time. We had a right 
as a nati"on, if we desired, to cease at any time to be neutral. 
W"e had a technical right to re··pect the English war zone and to 
disregard the German war zone, but we could not do that ·and 
be neutral. I haYe no quarrel to find with the mar. who uoes 
not desire our ·country to remain neutral. "·_bile many such 
people are ·mo\ed by selfi h motiYe.'S and hopes of gain, I have 
no doubt but that in a great many instances, through what I 
belieye to be a misunder tanding of the real condition, ti1ere 
are many honest, patriotic citizens who think we ought to en­
gage in tllis wm· and . who are behina the President in his <le­
mand that we shoulrl ueclare war against Germany. I tllink 
such people err in judgment and to a great extent have· been 
misled .as to the real history and the true :facts by the almost 
unanimous deriJ.anct of the great combination of wea1th that· has 
a direct financial interest in our pai'ticipation in the war: We 
llm·e loaned many hundred· of million~· of dollars to the allies 
in this controversy. While snch action was legal and counte­
nanced by international law, ther is ·no doubt in my mind but 
the enormous amount of money loaned to the allies in this 
countrv has been instrumental in bringing about a public senti­
ment iu favor of ou·r counh-y taking a com·se that would make 
every bond worth a hundred cents on the dollar and making 
the· payment ·of eYery debt certain and sure. Through this 
instrumentality and also tlu·ough the instrumentality of others 
who haYe not only made millions out of the war in the manu­
facture of -munitions, etc., and who would expect to make mil­
lion more if our country can be drawn into the catastrophe, a 
large number of the great newspapers and news agencies of the 
country have been controlled and enlisted in the greatest propa­
O'anda that the world has eYer known, to manufacture sentiment 
in fa,or of war. It is uow demanded· that the American citi­
zens shall be used as in.surance policies to guarantee the safe 
deliYery of munitions of war to belligerent nations. The enor­
mous profits of munition manufacturers, stockbrokers, and bond 
dealer must be still further increased by our entrance into the 
war. This has brought us to the present moment, when Con­
gre · , urged by the President anti backed by the artificial. senti­
ment, is about to declare war and engulf o~r country m the 
greatest holocaust that the world has ever known. 

In showing the position of the bondholder and the stockbroker 
I desire to read an extract from a letter written by a member of 
the New York Stock Exchange to hi ·· cu ·tomer ·. This writer 
says: 

Regarding the war as inevitallle, Wall Street believes that it would 
be preferable to this uncertainty about the actual date of Its commence­
ment. Canada and Japan are at war, and are more prospe~ous than 
ever before. The popular view is that stocks woul~ .h.ave a qmck, clear, 
sharp reaction immediately upon outbr~ak of hostlhtLes, and that then 
they would enjoy an ·old-fashioned bull market such as followed the 
outbreak of war with Spain in 1898. The advent of peace would force 
a readjustment of commodity prices and would probably mean a post­
ponement of new enterprises. As p£'ace neg~tiatlons W01;11(1 be long 
drawn out; the period of waiting and uncertam~y _for busmess would 
he long. If the United States does not g~ to war It 1s n~verthelcss good 
opinion that the preparedness program Will ·compensate rn good measure 
for the loss of the stimulus of actual war. 

Here we have the \Vall Stl'eet view. Here -we have tlle man 
representing the class of people who will be made prosperous 
should we become entangled in the present war, who have al­
ready made. millions of -dollars, and who will make many hun­
dreds of millions more if we get into the war. Here we have 
the colcl-blooded proposition that waL' brings prosperit~- to tha1: 
class ot people. who are within the viewpoint of this writer. He 
expres es the view, undoubtedly, of Wall Street, an<l of thou ands 
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of men el ewhere, who see only dollars coming to them through 
the handling of stocks and bonos that will be nece~~ary in case 
of war. "Canada and Jar>an," he say , "are at war, and are 
more prosperous than e>er before." 

To whom does war bring pro perity? Not to the soldier who 
for tlle munificent compensation of $16 per month shoulders his 
musket and goes into the trencb, there to she<l his blood and to 
die if necessary; not to the broken-hearted widow who waits for 
the return of the mangled body of her husband; not to the mother 
who weeps at the death of her brave boy; not to the little 
children who hiver with cold ; not to the babe who suffers frorri 
hunger; nor to the millions of mothers and daughters who carry 
broken hearts to their gra>es. War brings no 11rosperity to the 
great nms of common and patriotic citizens. It increases the 
co't of Jiying of those who toil and those who already must 
sh·ain e\ery effort to keep soul and body together. War brings 
prosperity to the stock gambler on \Vall Street-to those who 
are already in po es ion of more wealth than can be realized 
or enjoyed. Again this writer says that if we can not O'et war, 
" it is nevertheless good opinion that the preparedness program 
will compen ate in good measure for the los of the stimulus 
of actual war." That i , if we can not O'et war, let us go as 
far in tha.t tli1·ection as pos ible. If we can not get vwr, let us 
cry for additional hips, additional guns, additional munitions, 
and everything else that will h::n·e a tendency to bring us as 
near as pos ible to the >erge of war. And if war comes do such 
men as these boulder the musket and go into the trenches? 

Their object in having war and in prepru·ing for war is to 
make money. Human suffering and the acrifice of human life 
are necessary but Wall Street consider. only the dollars and the 
cent. . The men who <lo the fighting, the people who make the 
sacrifices, ru·e the one. who will not be counted in the measure 
of this great pro perity that he depicts. The stock bro"Kers 
would not, of cour e, go to war, because the very object they 
have in bringing on the war is profit, and therefore they must 
remain in their ·wan Street offices in order to share in that great 
pro perity which they say war will bring. The volunteer officer, 
e"'\·en the drafting officer, will not find them. They will be con­
cealed in theil· palatial offices on \Vall Street, sitting behind 
mahogany desks, covered up with clipped coupons-coupons 
soiled with the sweat of honest toil, coupons stained with 
mothers' tear , coupons dyed in the lifeblood of their fellow men. 

We ru:e taking a tep to-d.ay that is fraught with untold danger. 
We are going into war upon the command of gold. We are 
going to run the risk of sacrificing millions of our counh·ymen's 
lives in order that other countrymen may coin their lifeblood 
into money. And even if we do not cross the Atlantic and go 
into the trenches, we are going to pile up a debt that the toiling 
masses that shall come many generations after us will have to 
pay. Unborn millions will bend their backs in toil in order 
to pay for the terrible step we are now about to take. We al'e 
about to do the bidding of wealth's terrible mandate. By our 
act we will make millions of our co\llltrymen suffer, and the 
con equence. of it may well be that millions of om· brethren 
must shed their lifeblood, millions of broken-hem·te<l women 
mu t weep, millions of children must suffer with cold, and 
millions of babes must die from hunger, and all because we 
want to preserve the commercial right of American citizens to 
tleliver munitions of war to belligerent nations. 

1\lr. REED. Mr. President--
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Ne­

bra ka yield to tlJe Senator from Mis ouri? 
ir. NORRIS. I will say to the Senntor that I prefer not to 

yield. 
The PRESIDE~T pro tempore. Does the Senator yield? 
1\lr. REED. Of course I can not interrupt under those cir­

cumstances. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator declines to yield. 
Mr. NORRIS. I know that I am powerle to stop it. I 

know that this war madness has taken po ession of the financial 
nnd political po,vers of our COlmtry. I know that nothing I can 

· say will stay the blow that is soon to fall. I feel that we are 
committing a sin again t hwnanity and against our countrymen. 
I would like to say to this war god, You shall not coirr into gold 
the lifeblood of my brethren. I would like to pre1ent tlJi ter­
rible catastrophe from faliing upon my people. I would be will­
ing to surrender my own life if I could cause this awf-ul cup to 
pa . I charge no man here with a wrong moti>e, but it seems 
to me that this 'var craze has robbed us of our judgment. I 
wish we might delay our action until r a on could again be 
enthroned in the brain of man. I feel that we are about to 
ppt the dollar sign upon the American flag. 

I have no ympatby witl1 the military pirit that dominates 
the Kniser and his adYisers. I do not belieYe that they represent 
the heart of the great German ~ple. I have no more sym-

·pathy with the submarine policy of Germany than I have with 
the mine-laying policy of England. I have heard with rejoiCing 
of the oYerthrow of the Czar of Russia and the movement in 
that great counh·y toward the establishment of a government 
where the common people will have their rights. li!Jerty and 
freedom respected. I hope and pray that a similar revolution 
may take place in Germany, that the Kaiser may be overthrown, 
and that on the ruins of his militru·y despotism may be estab­
lished a German republic, where the great German people may 
work out their world de tiny. The working out of that problem 
is not an American burden. We ought to remember the advice 
of the Father of our Country and keep out of entangling alliance . 
Let Europe soh·e her problems as we have solved ours. Let 
Europe bear her burdens as we have borne ours. In the great­
e. t war of our history and at the time it occurred, the greatest 
war in the world's history, we were engaged in solving an 
American problem. We settled the question of human slavery 
and washed our flag clean by the sa<;l'ifice of human blood. It 
was a great problem and a great burden, but we solved it our­
sel ve . Never once did we think of asking Europe to take part 
in its solution. Never once did any European nation 1!.lldertake 
to settle the great que tion. We solved it, and history has ren­
dered a unanimous verdict that we solved it right. The troubles 
of Europe ought to be settled by Europe, and wherever our 
sympathies may lie, disagreeing as we do, we ought to remain 
absolutely neutral and permit them to ettle their que Uon 
without our interference. We are now the greatest neutral 
nation. Upon the pas age of this re::;olution we will have joined 
Europe in the great catastrophe and taken America into entan­
O'lements that will not end with this war, but will live and bring. 
their evil influence upon many generations yet unborn. 

The -PRESIDENT pro tempore. The que tion is on the 
adoption of the substitute offered by the Senator from North 
Dakota [1\Ir. McCuMBER]. 

1\fr. GRONNA obtained the floor. 
1\ir. REED. 1\lr. President--
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from 

North Dakota yield• to the Senator from 1\ii ouri? 
Mr. REED. I understood I have the floor unless we were 

going to vote. 
Mr. GRONNA. I shaH be glad to yield to the Senator if be 

wishes to speak now. 
Mr. REED. It will take me just a moment. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Korth 

Dakota yields to the Senator from Mis ouri. 
Mr. REED. I thank the Senator. Mr. President, I hope the 

junior Senator from Nebraska will not leave the Chamber. 
Mr. JAMES. 1\lr. President, I suggest the absence of a. 

querum. 
The PRESIDEXT pro tempore. The Secretary will call the 

roll. 
The Secretary called the roll, and the following Senator an­

swered to their names: 
Ashurst Hale Martin Sbielus 
Borah Harding l\Iyers 'immons 
Brady llitchcock Nelson Smith, Ariz. 
Brandegee Hosting New Smith, Ga. 
Broussard .Tames Norris Smith, Mich. 
Calder Johnson, Cal. Overman Smith. S. C .. 
Chamberlain .Johnson. S.Dak. Page Smoot 
Culberson Jones, N .. Mex. Penrose Stone 
Cummins Jones, Wash. Phelan , 'utberlllnd 
Curtis Kellogg Pittman Swan on 
Dillingham Kendrick Poindexter 'l'illman 
Fall Kenyon Pomerene nderwood 
Fernald Kirby Ransdell \ardaman 
Fletcher Knox Reed . Wadsworth 
France Lane Robinson Warren 
Frelinghnysen Lewis Saulsbury Watson 
Gallinger McCumber Shafrotb Weeks 
Gerry McKellar Sheppard Williams 
Gronna McLean Sherman Wolcott 

Mr. PITTMAl~. I wish to announce that the senior Senator 
from Nevada [Mr. NEWLA.NDS] is unavoidably detained from 
the Senate on account of bu nie. s and other matters. 

1\.Ir. SHAFROTH. I desire to announce the unavoi<.lal>lc 
ab ence of my colleague [Mr. THOMAS] on account of illne . . 

Mr. 1\IARTIN. I de ire to announce that the senior Senntor 
. from Maryland [Mr. SMITH] iS detained at home by s rious 
illness in his family. 

Mr. SUTHERLAJ.~D. I wish to announce the absence of my 
colleague [Mr. GoFF], who is unayoidably detained on account 
of illness. 

Mr. REED. I desire to announce the una\oidable absence of 
the senior Senator from Oklahoma [Mr. GoRE]. He is con­
fined to his liome by illness, as he has been for a number of 
weeks. · 

The PUESIDENT pro tempore. Se>enty-six Senators have 
answered ·to their names. There is a quorum pre. ent. 
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Mr. REED. Mr. President, it has been no part of my purpose 

to participate in thi debate, but a statement or series of state­
ment matle by the Senator from Kebra ka [l\lr. NoRRIS] seem 
to me to demand in ·tant repudiation .. I need not say to that 
Senator or to the i1embers of this body that I hold the Senator 
from Nebra ka in the _Yery highest per onal regard and esteem, 
and because of that regard and esteem I shall not permit my­
. elf to characterize his -speech as I believe it ought to be 
characterized. There are men in this world of high intelligence 
who become so ob es ed by certain ideas that they permit them 
to color all other objects corning within their mental Yision. 
The Senator from Nebraska, I fear, is so obsessed with a 
fear of "money " and of "profits" and of "fortunes" that 
all that it is nece ·sary to suggest is that some wealthy con­
cern may ha-ve an interest, remote, contingent, or direct, in 
the subject matter under consideration in order to confuse his 
mental vision. So we find the Senator here to-day reading a 
letter which he a3s comes from some unnamed Wall Sh·eet 
man. The letter purports to be nothing sa-ve a business man's 
view as to the business outcome in the event of possible 
hostilitie . Becan e of that letter the Senator makes the state-_ 
ments which I propose to challenge. He said : 

We arc taking a step to-day that is frangbt with untold dan~er. 
We are going into war upon the command of gold. We are gomg 
to nm the risk of sacrificing millions of our countrymen's lives in 
order that other countrymen may coin their lifeblood into money. 

l\11-. President, that is an indictment of the President of the 
United States. That is an indictment of the Congress of the 
United States. That is an indictment of the American people. 
That is an indictment of truth, and it is not the truth. The 
, 'enator continue : 

By •>nr act we will make millions of our countrymen suffer, and the 
consequences ot H m ty well be that millions of our brethren must 
Hhf'Cl their lifeblood, millions of broken-hearted women must weep, 
millions o.:: children must suffer with cold, and millions of babes must 
11ie !rum hunger, and all because we want to preserve the commercial 
right of American citizens to deliver munitions Qf war to belligerent 
nations. 

l\1r. President, that is another indictment of the President of 
the United States, of the Congress of the United States, of the 
.\merican people, and of truth and fact. The Senator continues: 

I lmow that I am powerless to stop it. I know that this war mad­
li<'SS has taken possession of the financial and political powers of our 
<'OUntry. 

And he continues: 
I would like to say to this war god, "You shall not coin into gold 

the lifeblood of my I.Jrethrcn." 
Then he adds : 
I feel we are about to put the dollar sign upon the American flag. 
A.h, 1\Ir. President, I am sorry from my heart that such a 

. tatement should have been made at this time by an American 
citizen in the highe t body of the American Congress. If that 
be not giving aid and comfort to the enemy on the very eve of 
the opening of hostilities then I do not know what would bi-ing 
comfort to the heart ·of a Hapsburg or a Hohenzollern. If that 
he not treason it takes on a character and guise that is so near 
to treason that the enemies of America will gain from it much 
consolation. 

1\Ir. WILLIAMS. If it ~e not treason it grazes the edge of 
treason. 

Mr. REED. As the· Senator from Mississippi says with his 
u ual terseness, if it be not treason it grazes the edge of treason. 

Sir, this war is not being waged over dollars. It is not be­
ing waged over commerce. It is not being waged over profits 
and los es. It is a war for the maintenance of the sovereign 
rights of the American Republic and for the preservation of 
American dignity in the councils of the nations of the earth. 

There was a time when Great Britain sought to levy a little 
tax on tea. The tax amounted to nothing from the dollar-and~ 
cent standpoint. There were men then in old Boston town who 
. aid they would not pay that tax. If my _ friend had been there 
then I have no doubt he would ha-ve said to the Boston tea 
party, "You are waging war to save a few paltry dollars; you 
.·hould not wage war for money; . you would sacrifice human 
life to save a little tax." But there were patriots in that day 
who knew that a great principle was invol-ved. They knew it 
was not a question of dollar~. They knew that liberty was in­
volved. They knew that back of the taxgatherer stood the 
power of a great country, that proposed to lay its heavy band 
upon the liberties of this people ; and so those Boston men went 
forth not to resist the tax, but to resist tyranny; not · to· save 
mone~r. but to pour out their lifeblood that liberty might live 
on this side of the Atlantic. 

And to-day, as the President of the United ~tates calls our 
country to arms, he does not do so because of the loss of a few 
paltry dollars. He calls u to arms because the life of this 

Republic, its honor and its integrity, have been assailed. He 
calls us to ar~ms in order that the rights of the American Nation 
upon the high seas shall not be sacrificed. He calls us to arms 
to the end that neutral nations, great and small, shall not be 
crushed beneath the iron heel of that military despoti m which 
to-day threatens not alone the civilization of Em·ope but of the 
world at large. 

Mr. NORRIS, Mr. President, I doubt very much -n·hether 
anything from me is nece ·sary in reply to what the Senator 
from l\Iissom~i has said. I want to say just a few . words, how­
ever. 

In tl1e first place, I want to deny-most emphatically that there 
is anything in the remarks which I made that by nuy constl'Uc­
tion of the English language can be construed as :m attack or 
reflection upon the President of the United States. 'Vhat I have 
said will be printed, I presume, as I said it, and I will -in-vite 
any man to make any examination and find anything in it any­
where that can be considered as a reflection upon the President 
or anybody else. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, I should like to a ·k the Sen­
ator a question. 
Th~ PRESIDENT pro tempore. Doe the Senator from Ne­

braska yield. 
Mr. NORRIS. Yes; I yield to the Senator from Mississippi. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I should like to ask -the Senator from Ne­

braska whether he did or did not say he feared we were about 
to put the dollar mark upo;n the flag? 

l\1r. NORRIS. Yes, sir; I said that. Is that any reflection 
on the President? That is what I believe. I belie-ve it. 

Mr. JAMES. It is a reflection on the country. 
Mr. -NORRIS. No; it is not a reflection on the country. 
Mr. WILLIAl\fS. poes the Senator say that the remark is 

no reflection on the President or Congress or the people of the 
United States, charging them with baseness, paltryness, and 
selfishness and meanness? Does he stand here and say he meant 
nothing by it? . 

Mr. NORRIS. Mr. President, I meant '"hat I said. I am not 
apologizing for what I did say. 

1\ir. REED. 1\Ir. President--
Mr. NORRIS. Just wait a minute now. The Senators ought 

to realize that when they map out a cour e that to them seems 
proper, if somebody else disagrees wtth it and expresses hi~­
self in regard to it he has the same right to his judgment and 
the same right to his opinion that e-very other Senator bas. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President--
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. . Does the Senator from N:e-

braska yield to the Senator from Missomi? 
Mr. NORRIS. In just a moment I will yield. 
Mr. JAMES. Let me ask the Senator a question . 
Mr. NORRIS. Just a minute. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Nebraska 

declines to yield for the present. . 
Mr. NORRIS. Just let me finish now. I believe myself 

that we would not be on the verge of war now if it were not 
for the influence of money, and that is the idea I expressed~ 
I expressly said that I did not question any man's motive. I 
believe that the country is war mad now. I said then, and I 
repeat it now, that notwithstanding the fact that I am opposeq 
to this resolution, when it is passed and war is declared there 
will be no man here who will go further or sacrifice more · to 
carry our flag to victory than I. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President--
1\Ir. SMITH of Arizona. You will ha-ve the dollru' mark also. 
Mr. NORRIS. It may be that I will. There are a good many 

influences, I will say to the Senator, that I have heard him 
speak of, and every other Senator here. Wealth has lmd its in­
fluence. It is the greatest power in the worlcl, and I believe 
that it is almost unamimous in favor of war. That does not 
mean that because a man is wealthy he is not patriotic; and I 
never expressed such an idea. I never intended to say and I 
did not say anything of that kind; but the great power of 
wealth has done more to bring US to OUI' present position than 
any other; and men may be influenced by it uncon ciously, I 
realize. -

Mr. JAMES. Will the Senator allow me? 
Mr. NORRIS. I will first yield to the Senator from 1\Iis-

souri, if he wants to ask me a question. 
Mr. REED. The Senator used the expression: 
I feel that we are about to put the dollar sign upon the American flag. 

·1 read from the Senator's manuscript, as I also read tile 
other statements purporting to come from him from llis manu­
script. 
Mr~ NORRIS. I have not denied making that statement. I 

did make it, and I -do say that I feel that way. 
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Mr. REED. Th-e . &mate-r~ of cotilise, means: by th-at that b-y . the .American trag, and ·yet be assert tl:tat that is no refle~tion 
entering this war v;e are about to put- the dollar sign Upon the upon tile President, the Congress, or the eountry. '\Vllat would 
American :flag, the SenatOl" think if I shEYU.ld .·ay to- him tlrat those who battle 

1\IJ.:. NORRIS.. The Senator will just wait a moment Tl'le with him against the passage· of thi& resolution were seeki:ng to 
~tenator mu t not ask me a question and then put the answer ·pl-ace the· picture o:f the Kais'eY upon. the Amer-icun :fla.g? Would' 
in my mouth. the Senator think that that was any reflection upon him and 

Mr. REED. No; I do not U.esire to do that. those associated with him? 
1\lt'. NORRIS. Then he must nat tmdertake to do it.. I said l\l'r'. NORRIS. I would, o:f course,. :&now it was wrong. 

I believed we were about to put the dolla1· sign on the American 1\fr. JMIES. Certainly the Senator would. 
:flag. Mr. NORRIS'. And if the Senator said it I would not pay 

1\fr. REED. By entering this war. That is what you meant. any atte-ntion. to it. [Laughter in the galleries.} 
1\lr. NORRIS. No. The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Just one moment~ The Sen-
1\fr. REED. What did you mean, then! atoo: will su pend~ Occupants of the gnJJeries must pre. erve 
Mr. NORRIS'. No; by the passage o:f the resolution. ordeT. Otherwise the Chair will be compelled to have the gal-
Mr. REED. 'That is entering the war: · leries cleared. · 
l\!1·. NORRIS. Yes; you; can put it that way. 1\!r. GALLINGER. Mr_ P1.:esiuent, I rise to· a question of 
1\IT. REED. That is what I said. order~ I trust that the nule will be strictly enforced that Sen-
1\!r. NORRIS. Tll:e Senator can not put a construction on it ators IllUil't address the.. Chair and obtain permission from the 

to mean tllat when we get into the war it would oo-t be my Chair to interrupt 
duty and every other man's duty to do everything we· could to The PRESIDENT per tempore. The. Chailr has endeavoreu to 
bring it to a successful result. em01·ce the 1·ul~ 

l\1r: REED. If by entering the war we are about to pllt. the 1\Ir. GALLINGER. • I hope the I'llle will be enforced--
dollar sign on the American flag and the President directs u.s The PRESIDENT pro tempore. And the Chail' will insist 
to enter the war, does he not the1-eby dilre.ct U'8 to put the dollar , on its enforcement hereafiel7. 
sign on the American flag, and does the Senato17 regard that · MY. GALLINGER. Otherwi ewe shall ha\e a town meeting 
kind of a statement as complimentary to the President and not here. 
as grossly insulting the President?· · Mr. JAMES.. MJ.". Pres-ident, if tlle Senator from New Hamp-

1\Ir. NORRIS. 1\Ir. President, of cour e· the- President or shire is referring to me l will enlighten h.im by saying that I 
anybody else can put what construction he pleases on it. I did request and,. after several trials, got permission through the 
do not belie\e in the ordinary constructi.oDJ of the English Ian- Chair ta inter:mrpt .. 
guage he has a right to put a.ny such construction. on it. The Senator from Nebraska says that he would not pay any 

Mr. JAMES. Will the Sen.a::or yield to me? attenti.on had I said what I have just suggested, but l will say 
Mr. NORRIS. Just let me finish and. then I will yield. l to the Senator that, while he would not pay any: attention 

do not ~st any reflection, in my judgment, upon any person. to it, hfs statement which· has been made here anu lli.s speech 
I did not charge anyone with being unpatriotic-. I believed. which he has jUst delivered: Will be paid attention to by the 
and I do believe now and I repeat it, that there is: a war American; people-, and partlcubrdy by the pe0ple· of Nebraska, 
craze; that men have lost their judgment, and that we are whom he pretends to represent. 
going into war without reason. Now~ I have · a right to that Mr. NORRIS.. I do. hope the people of Nebraska will pay 
opinion. I have a right to e4IJress it. If my language is not attention. to· what I h.'l.ve said. Let me agrun now repeat that 
as beautiful as some others and some one wants to put. a what I have said stands for itself, in my judgment. I have not 
mi construction on it that is his privi1ege. said anything that will compnre with what the Senator from 

Mr. REED~ Mr. President, I concede the Senator's l'fght11 Missouri has sa:id in re:g~rcl to· me. 
and I have always conceded the right of any Senator to say Mr. WILLIAMS. The Senator from Missouri quoted you. 
that he wants to escape this war. I concede hi.s right to vate Mr. NORRIS. I have not, I know, intended. to cast any re-
against it. What I am challenging is a. statement being sent :flection. upon any living' being_ I do oot believe that anything 
out to the worlu that this war is being waged for cold dollars. : which I have said will be so construed'; but if it is, I can not 

1\.Ir. NORRIS. Mr .. President-- help it. Reflections, however, have been cast here to-day upon 
1\fr. REED. I say the SenatoT owes it to himself, to his me> wbicb aue ien million time greatelr than anything I ha\e 

State, to his country to make his language ·SO clear at this said. I run rrot g{)i.ng to take them seriously, because I bell ve, 
· moment that a doubt can not exist. as I have said, that there is at tbis time a feeling controlling 

1\fr. NORRIS. I have made my statement as cl-ear, Mr. Pres- not only the eountry,. but Member of this body, by which men 
ident-- ru-e not ill full posse ion of all theiY rea oning :faculties. The 

Mr. REED. Anything else is dishonorable to the Senate. Senato-r· from Missouri has said something that at some time 
1\Ir. NORRlS. When American li-ves were lo tor American he will regret. I believe. 

ships· sunk by English mines or German submarilles it. was Mr. PO~.IERENll 1\h. President--· · 
done in an e:ff(}rt to make money. I am not complaining of the 1\Ir. NORRIS. I am not going to re ent it; I am not going to 
men who wanted to take the risk; that was their :vrivilegf! ~ say anything in regard to it, because I have too high a regard 
but, )\!r'. President, it was always commercial. Ever·ything for the Senator~ an<ll I have too high a regard! for the Member 
connected' with it was commercial. of this body to bring it in here and now. I yield to the Senator 

Mr. REED. Do you think t.l'lat the woman uno babe who- from Ohio. 
were drowned going to tlle father and husband were there for ME~ POl\IERENE. Mr. Presi.Uent, the Senator from .Nebra ka 
the purpose of making money? has just stated that the 1\:lembers of the Senate have lot their 

Mr. NORRIS. No; there W<lS not a mothet and babe reasoning powers,. or· rather that they were affected--
drowned on an American ship·. llr. WILLIAMS. All except hbn. 

1\.ll•r REED. Th€re were an America.n woman and an .A.meri- Mr. POl\IEREl.~. Up to- date about tluee hundred American 
can bube drowned, accordmg to my information. men, women, ru1d chil~lren have lost their li~es- us the result of 

Mr. NORRIS. If we had done lr"ke the English colonie we> Germany's, submarine warfare. 
would not permit Atnerica.n women and Ameriean babies to san Mr NORRIS. Now,, Mr. Presiuent--
on ships of any nationality into the war zone. That. is the rnle Mr. POlUERENE. 1\!uy I a k the Senator--
that Canada has,. and one that she· enforce . lli. NORRIS. .Aif 1·ight. 

Mr. JAMES. I should like to ask the Senator a question. Mr. POMERENE. How many more American lives mu t be 
:Mr. NORRIS. All right; 1 yield. . lost before he shall be willing t(t vote t11at there i a state of 
1\Ir. JA.l\IES. The. Senator says-- wur in existence. m· vote to take measures fot· the defense of 
Mr. WILLI.Al\18. Calf'adn and the other colonieS' are engaged our people;? 

in the war. l\!1'. NORRIS. Mr. Pre ident, I am glad to answer the Senu.-
Mr. NORRIS. Tl1e SenatOi' interrupts to say something when tor's questicm. I outlined in my remarks what I believeu woulu 

I had yielded to the Senatm· from Kentucky. Of course,. that is have bronght ::~:bout a eomplete avoidance of the pre ent difficulty, 
contrary to the rules of the- Senate but it is an right for the aoo if the Senator from Ohio had done me the honor to r maiD 
Senator from :a.n~sissippf to dv it.. As ! understand it, Canaua m the Chambe:tr while l wa speaking: he would have found' what 
will not permit Canadian women and Canadian children to sail my id(Sa were~ I believe the Senator said there wet·e 300 
even on English vessels from a Canadian l)()l:t to an EngliSh Ameri~n lives lost~ U:r. Presi:Jent, if any Government ·were 
po1·t at tlris time~ . . seeking out Americans with the- intention o:f killing them. be-

Mr. JAMES. 1\lr. President, · I desire to ask the Senator 3( cause they weue American citi:zeru I . ho111<1 be: willing to go to 
question. He says that the action that is abont to oo taken here w:anr, it nere ru-y, hen the fir t or wa. Idlled. That hn . nob 
by the Uniteu States Cong.ress woulu place the.U.ollar mark unon been the ease ru; to a single An1eriC:il]!} life lost, either by Br1tfsh 
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mines or German submarine. Neither one-of them was hunting 
Americans; neither one of them desired to kill American citi­
zens· neither one desired to destroy American property; but they 
did it because it was incidental to what they conceived to be 
their right or what they claimed to be their right against their 
enemy. · 

In l\Iexico we have had more than 300 people killed, not inci­
dentally in a war or quarrel with somebody else, but because 
they were Americans. They were hunted down and killed be­
cause they were Americans. 

Mr. POMERENE. :Mr. President--
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Ne­

braska yield to the Senator from Ohio? 
1\fr. NORRIS. I again yield for a question. 
Mr. POMERENE. 1\Ir. President, if I may answer the last 

suggestion of the Senator I shall be glad to ask the Senator a 
further question. 

Mr. NORRIS. Well, if the Senator wants to do that, and 
I shall not lose the floor by yielding, I have no objection to his 
doing so. 

Mr. POMERENE. If I may do so, I will say the Senator 
ought to be content to settle our difficulties with Germany first. 

Mr. NORRIS. I am. 
Mr. POMERENE. And later on we shall take up the other 

proposition. I think Senators can differentiate between the 
acts of a responsible Government like Germany and the acts of 
an irresponsible mob in Mexico. I believe I can, even if I have 
in part lost my reasoning powers. 

Mr. NORRJS. And so can I, even though I do not have the 
same mental ability wbie:h the Senator from Ohio has. 

Mr. POMERENE. Ob--
1\fr. NORRIS. But the Senator--
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair understands the 

Senator from Nebraska yielded to the Senator from Ohio, and 
he must not interrupt him and allow him to remain on the :floor. 
If the Senator from Nebraska objects to yielding further to the 
Senator from Ohio, the Chair will withhold that privilege. 

Mr. NORRIS. I have no objection to yielding to the Senator 
from Ohio, but I do not want to lose the floor. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Then the Senator from Ne­
braska will kindly address the Chair before he interferes with 
the Senator from Ohio. 

1\Ir. POMERENE. Mr. President, I want to make a sugges­
tion in reference to the manner in which these Americans have 
been killed. The Senator from Nebraska says that these Ameri­
cans were not willfully killed. Herr Zimmermann the other 
day said that they were incidentally ldlled. Whether that be 
true or not it is not necessary to ·discuss; I will assume that 
they were incidentally killed; but it was in violation of the law 
of the seas. Some of these men lost their lives after Germany 
had declared that all ships within a proscribed zone would be 
sunk. The Senator from Nebraska is a lawyer, and he knows 
quite well that if I should purposely · shoot at him with malice 
aforethought and incidentally killed somebody else in his vi­
cinity it would be murder. Just so it is when it comes to this 
mode of submarine warfare. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. They killed them premeditatedly and pur­
posely and declared the intention to do so beforehand. 

Mr. POMERENE. Certainly. If they had aimed to kill a 
British officer and had, in the performance of an act which was 
it elf illegal, incidentally killed an American, it would have 
been an offense against us; but Germany has declared that she 
will sink any vessel that goes into the proscribed zone whether 
it be belligerent or neutral. Now, does the Senator from Ne­
braska feel that we must thus submit to this outlaw on the 
high seas? 

1\Ir. NORll.IS. Mr. President, the Senator has at last prO­
pounded his question. It is the same one which he previously 
asked, and I give the same answer. If the Senator had hon­
ored me with his presence in the Chamber when I was making 
my remarks he would have heard my answer to his question. 
I gave then my ideas, and I do not intend to now repeat them. 

I want to refer to what the Senator says about slwoting at 
one man and killing another. It is true, if the first act was 
done without right and was illegal, and they killed the wrong 
person, they are guilty of a crime; but it is a different crime in 
that case. The Senator from Ohio smiles at that, but if he will . 
take the statutes of his own State and read the difference be­
tween manslaughter and the various degrees of murder he will 
find that the elements which constitute the difference are spe­
cifically defined and were defined- under the common law of 
England. There always has been a difference. It must be 
said ·in favor · of both England and Germany that they were not 
hunting out .Americans to kill them. I think Senators who do 
not agree with me have the right to their opinions. . Both 

I 

;England and Germany would have been glad if they could have 
-destroyed their enemy or the ship or cargo they were about to 
:destroy without injury to Americans. But, l\Ir. President, 
another thing the Senator assumes is . that I am defending 
that . action. Again, if the Senator had been here when I made 
my remarks he would have found out that I nowhere, at no 
time, defended it. I have denounced it as illegal and contrary 
to international law. 

- Mr. POMERENE. Mr. President--
; The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Ne­
braska yield to the Senator from Ohio? 

Mr. NORRIS. I yield to the Senator if he desires to interrupt 
me again. 

Mr. POMERENE. I do not mean to say the Senator is defend­
ing that act, but I do mean to say that he is assaulting the 
American people. 

Mr: NORRIS. Well, I regret, 1\Ir. President, very gravely 
that the Senator should have that opinion. I regret more than 
I can say that he should have that opinion of me. As I view it, 
it is absolutely unfounded. I have said nothing that is an. 
assault on the American people, and I do not intend to say 
anything that is an assault on them. I think as much of the 
American people as does the Senator from Ohio. It seems to 
me it is only an illustration that applies to me and to the 
Senator from Ohio and to all of us, just as it does to all the 
people, that the excitement of the day has Pi"Obably led us astray 
in our judgment from where we would have been if there had 
been nothing but calmness. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President--
Mr. NORRIS. The Senator from Ohio smiles at that. He 

does not realize, of course, that he is prejudiced or that he is 
biased or that all of this great cry for war bas bad any influence 
on him; but I believe it bas, and I mean no-reflection on him 
when I say that. He thinks it has had some effect on me. I 
hope he does not intend to reflect on me because I do not agree 
with him in his view of the proposition. I hope it has not come 
to this, that a man in a: legislative body must absolutely, because 
the majority is so very great against him, bow his head in silence 
and obey every mandate that majority wants to put across 
without a word or without any objection. It may be, and 
probably would be in most cases, that the majority would be 
right; it is a good thing for the majority to rule, and I want it 
to rule; but there are some rights that even ordinary people 
who do not belong to the majority have, and they ought to be 
respected in maintaining those rightS. I do not believe that 
there has been any justification for the insinuations made by 
the various Senators here on what I have said. 

I now yield to the S~nator from Mississippi. 
Mr. WILLIAl\IS. Mr. President, I desire to ask the Sena­

tor a question for historical information. Of course, the Sena­
tor thinks that Senators have insinuated things against him, 
but he does not think he has insinuated anything against us 
when he bas charged that we have been influenced by dollars 
and wealth in what we are about to do. But the question I 
want to ask the Senator for historical information is this : He 
has carefully and solicitously coupled England with Germany 
in connection with the murder of American citizens. Now, 
historically speaking, I have no recollection of any American 
who has lost his life by the act of Great Britain-that is, by 
the direction of the Government of Great Britain, at -any rate­
while those American citizens who have lost their lives by the 
action of Germany have lost them by the direction of the Gov­
ernment of Germany. When and where has such a thing oc­
CUlTed, and what is the name of any American citizen that 
England has murdered? 

1\Ir. NORRIS. Let me answer the question. 1\Ir. ~ President, 
in the first place, there might be some ground for argument, 
but I am not going to contradict the Senator that when a life 
is lost by a submarine it is the act of a Government, and that 
the Government commands it. A Government, of course, is re­
sponsible for all the acts of its commanders, whether it has 
issued a direct command or not. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. If the Senator will pardon me one mo­
ment right there, does the Senator deny that the German Gov­
ernment issued· orders to its officers of submarines to kill and 
sink without warning even American ships in that zone? 

Mr. NORRIS. I do not deny that; I not only do not deny it 
but I condemn it. Now, the Senator must realize that when a 
Government places a submerged mine in the open sea and a 
ship is destroyed by running against that mine in the open sea, 
then it is the act of the Government. 

Mr. WILLIAl\fS. Well. what American citizen has lost his 
life in that way ? 

Mr. NORRIS. There were two American ships-­
Mr. WILLIAMS. I have never heard · of them. 
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Mr. NORRIS. I do not know but that there were more, but 
I remember the Carib and the Evelyn, both sunk in the North 
Sea, both American ships, both sunk by English submerged 
mines, and on both of which vessels American citizens lost 
their lives. 

Mr. JAMES. How does the Senator know that? 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Yes; how does the Senator know that? I 

never heard of it. 
Mr. NORRIS. I will tell the Senators how I know that. If 

they will read the minority report, they will get some evidence 
which they will probably respect more than my word. I refer 
to the minority report of the Foreign Relations Committee of 
the House in the last Congress on the so-called armed neutrality 
bill. They will find a report made there by Mr. SHACKLEFORD, 
of Missouri. 

Mr. \VILLIAl\lS. I know that statement was made, and I 
lmow that the Senator is repeating it now, but what I am 
doing is challenging the statement. 

1\lr. NORRIS. Does the Senator deny it? 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Absolutely. 
1\lr. NORRIS. The Senator, I think, is entirely wrong. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. The Senator has no proof of it. 
Mr. NORRIS. I read it in the paper at the time it was done. 
Mr. JAMES. Oh, Lord! 
Mr. NORRIS. Why, Mr. President, the facts of the destruc­

tion of the Ca1·ia and the Evelyn were of common knowledge 
when they were destroyed. There was an official report made 
by an American consul and sent to the Secretary of State, I 
understand, in which he told of the destruction at least of one 
of those vessels, and I suppose there is a report in regard to 
the other. 

l\lr. WILLIAMS. And where were they desh·oyed? 
Mr. NORRIS. In the North Sea. 
Mr. \VILLIAMS. In the North Sea? 
Mr. NORRIS. Yes. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. In what part of the North Sea? 
Mr. NORRIS. Near the southern part. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. And close to the German shore? 

. Mr. NORRIS. Does the Senator want to say that the Ger­
mans destroyed them? 

Mr. \VILLIAMS. I say the Senator does not know by whom 
that mine was planted, and neither does anybody else know by 
whom it was planted. 
. l\lr. NORRIS. Why, Mr. President, let me tell the Senator 
with what those ships were loaded. They were both loaded 
with cotton and both bound to a German port. With Germany 
dying for cotton, it would have been a great how-do-you-do for 
Germany to destroy ships with her submarines coming into her 
own ports, loaded with something that sne needed in carrying 
on the war. · 

1\lr. WILLIAMS. Does the Senator--
1\Ir. NORRIS. I have never heard it disputed. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem_pore. Senators must address the 

Chair before interrupting. 
Mr. NORRIS. I have never heard it disputed before that 

both these vessels were destroyed by English mines in the 
North Sea. 

Mr. WILLIAl\lS. But if Germany had planted mines to 
defend her own ports and her own shipping against Great 
Britain we would not have thought that Germany was guilty 
of exactly the same crime when that mine did blow up those 
ships that she is guilty of when she deliberately gives us notice 
beforehand of a premeditated intent to destroy our men, 
women, and children and our ships whenever they come into a 
part of the ocean which she insultingly, insolently, and sov­
ereignly reserves for her Government. 

Mr. NORRIS. Well, Mr. President, she might have done all 
that in planting mines in the North Sea, in the open sea. It 
seems to me no man can dispute that that was conh·ary to 
international law, absolutely inhuman and wrong; -but because 
it was done by England should we forget it, should we acqui­
esce in the order? I concede we had the right to do that, but 
we did not have the right to do it and remain neutral. I have 
no fault to find with a man who says "I want to go to war 
with the allies against Germany; I want to acquiesce in the 
British orders; I want to acquiesce in the orders which England 
has made in regard to all our ships, which have absolutely 
controlled American shipping to all neutral countries and to 
England herself." We have a right to believe that if we want 
to do so, but I do not believe we ought to do it. I think we 
ought to remain neutral ; and we can not be neutral if we allow 
one Government without protest to put submarine mines in the 
open sea and condemn another Government Jecause in another 
part of the open sea she uses submarines. I think they ought 
to be condemned alike, for they are both wrong. 

· Mr. WILLIAMS. Then we should go to war with .both of 
them. 

Mr. NORRIS. We would have a right to do that if we 
wanted to do so, of course; but I would not go to war with one 
of them· on account of it without also going to war with the 
other. I do not think it was necessary to go to war with either 
one of them. I think we had the power in our hands by which 
we could have avoided trouble with both of them and let them 
fight out their own battles. 

1\Ir. REED. Mr. President, just a word. The Senator from 
Nebraska, in reply to questions by the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
PoMERENE], said that he had already stated what he thought 
the remedy is or ought to be. I listened to the Senator's speech, 
but I did not hear him suggest a remedy. I have read the Sena-

. tor's manuscript, and I do not find in it any suggestion of a 
remedy. I find that he complains that we have suffered wrongs 
at the hands of England and that we also have suffered wrongs 
at the hands of Germany. He states tl;lat we had several alter­
natives presented to us, but he does not state which of these 
alternatives he would have accepted. If there is anywhere in 
the four corners of these several sheets of the Senator's manu­
script that I hold in my hand a suggestion as to how the United 
States was to keep out of this difficulty, I do not find it. This 
was one of the reasons I rose in the first instance. I hoped that 
the Senator from Nebraska could be induced to see that when 
he charged that our Government was entering upon war in the 
interest of dollars he was making a statement which, if true, 
places our Government in tile most unworthy and contemptible 
attitude any Government could assume. I hoped. the Senator 
would not send to the courts of Germany and Aush·ia a state­
ment conveying the charge that America is waging war for such 
base and unjustifiable purposes. But the Senator adheres to his 
language. I am sorry he does not withdraw it. More than this, 
the Senator pleads extenuation of the murder of American citi­
zens upon the high seas that it was only "incidental." 

Mr. President, the best that can be said for the slaughter upon 
the high seas is that it has been indiscriminate; that the men 
who acted under the orders of the Kaiser indiscriminately sent 
to their graves the soldier wearing the uniform of the enemy 
and the babe in the arms of a mother whose home and allegiance 
were in another country and to another flag. 

The Senator tells us there is an alternative and a reme<ly, but 
he .has not defined it. What is the remedy? Germany has 
mapped out of the sea, as was stated by the Senator from Vir­
ginia [Mr. SwANsoN] this• morning, a strip a thousand miles 
wide, and has said " Keep off that portion of the sea." She llas 
mapped the entire Mediterranean, except a little narrow neck 
20 miles wide, and has said, " Keep off the Mediterranean Sea." 
She has surrounded Europe with her lines arbitrarily drawn, 
and has said to the great American Nation and to other neutral 
powers, "Keep off the sea." Our alternative is as polh·oon to 
obey the mandate of a master and to keep off the sea or as brave 
men to stay on the sea and fight for our rights. That, sir, is the 
issue. It is not an issue of dollars and cents; it is an i sue of 
principles and of men ; and this country will soon determine who 
are the men whether they are inside or outside of this Chamber. 

1\lr. TILLMAN. Mr. President, to change the course of the 
debate, not verbosely but necessarily, I address myself to ~ 
different phase of this subject. 

Mr. President; the President, in his noble address on last 
Monday, made it very clear that the people of the United States 
are not going to declare war against the German people, but 
against the Hohenzollern dynasty. I quote from his address: 

We have no quarrel with the German people. We have no feeling 
toward them but one of sympathy and friendship. It was not upon 
their impulse that their Government acted in entering this war. It was 
not with their previous knowledge or approval. It was a war de­
termined upon as wars used to be determined upon in the old, un­
happy days when peoples were nowhere consulted by their rulers, 
and wars were provoked and waged in the interest of dynasties or of 
little groups of ambitious men, who were accustomed to use their 
fellow men as pawns and tools. Self-governed nations do not fill their 
neighbor States with spies or set the course of intrigues to bring about 
some critical posture of affairs which will give them an opportunity to 
strike and make conquest. Such designs can be successfully worked 
out only under cover and where no one has the right to ask questions. 
Cunningly contrived plans of deception or aggression carried, it may be, 
from generation to generation can be worked out and kept from the 
light only within the privacy of courts or behind the carefully guarded 
confidences of a narrow and privileged class. They are happily im­
possible where public opinion commands and insists upon full informa­
tion concerning all the Nation's affairs . 

• • • Only free peoples can hold their purpose and their honor 
steady t o a common end and prefer the interests of mankind to any 
narrow interest of the.ir own. 

• • • We are, let me say again, the sincere friends of the German 
people. 

The President has repeatedly emphasized the idea that the 
German people have had nothing to do with this war upon which 
we are now for ced to enter. The Kaiser and his slavish under-

• 
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Ungs, aiders, and abetto1·s alone all"e responSible. The Hohen- aid and comfort to the enemy. They should be treated as ene­
zollerns indeed hav-e compelled us to tight for our dea~rest rights. mies of the Republic. 
The German people, having been -educated f·or mo1-e than a gen- We do not go to Wtl.r with any spirit of hatred toward the Ger­
eration to bow down and worship that dynasty, have become man people. lf the people of Germany controlled their Govern­
mdifferent t-o their own :Uberties and rights, because they never ment, there would be no war. The action of the American Con­
had any. I -want to pick out the Hohenzollerns and specify that gress to-day rings the bell for the falling of the curtain on the 
we are warring alone with them and not with the German peo- house of Hohenzollern. Germany as a republic, freed of this 
ple. The Russian people have settled with the Romanoffs, and bloody dynasty, will know no limitation in the progress and de­
we ought by every means to encourage the Germans to settle velopment of her people. 
with the Hohenzollerns and Hapsburgs. Mr. President, peace is a passion with me. I am not, how-

If the legal status -did not require the use "Of the words "Im- ever, one of those who believe in peace at any price. Some 
perial German Government " in this resolution, I would gladly things are worse than war-dishonor infinitely so. :( can not 
sub titute "Hohenzollern dynasty, its aiders and abettors., t dose my -eyes to present conditions-to attacks upon our flag, to 
But, as we 'Can not thus word the l'esoluti"On -declaring war, I · the killing of our people, to plots against our Nation. Nor can 
am taking this opportunity to call attention to t:he fact, repeat- I in imagination close my eyes to future scenes-battle fields, 
-edly voiced by the Presid~nt in emphasizing that the American sacrifices, bloodshed--that probably will be brought about by 
people have no quarrel with the German people~ but we have our acti{)n here to-day. I wish this .cup·could pass from us. It 
a quarrel to the death with aut-ocracy, ea.n not. We ·can not flinch in the performance of our duty. 

The Senator from Virginia has in most eloquent words this The American people must approaCh this crisis in a spirit of 
morning pointed out how infamous, outrageous, all-embracing, ' solemnity. It is a weighty hour to the Republic. This war will 
and treacherous is the action of the German Government in the ' not be fought with speeches at banquets, nor by applause in 
submarine warfare they are making on the freedom of the seas. Sen-ate galleries, nor amid the Havana-laden atmosphere of 
We would be untrue to every instinct of our natures, recreant luxurious clubs. 
to e-very idea of freedom in government and the liberty for · Gen. Sherman declared that war was hell; but modern war is 
which our fathers fought and suffered so much if we do not worse than hell, for no devilish ingenuity could equal modern 
accept the challenge of autocracy and all its vile brood and methods of injury and torture in war. 
never 'Cease to battle until they are conquered. At this hour, when it is certain that war is upon us, there 

Mr. KENYON. Mr. President, I am 'One of those who have should be the least division of counsel that it is possible to have. 
been strongly 'Opposed to 'Our engaging in this war, and earnestly Outside of any other reason I would vote fm· this resolution on 
wish there were some honorable way in which it could be that ground. It must strengthen our cause if the world believes 
avoided. Matters have now reached a crisis. Regardless of we are fairly united. 
how brought about, we huve drifted into conditions where it If this resolution committed our Nation to any foreign 
seems impossible longer to :Keep from this terrible corrfiict, how- alliance I could not support it. I do not so construe it. Co­
ev-er much we mny desire to do ~o. operation with foreign nations will, of course, be necessary; but 

In the present solemn time no 'One can -cla.im that the great any question of alliance must of necessity come again before 
Republic has been impatient. Patience has its limitations, :and Congress. The question of sending oru· Army, or any portion 
the limit -seems to have been reached. The war in which we thereof, to the battle fields of Europe is a question, as far as I 
are about to engage is not of our -choosing. The Government of · am concerned, that is not settled by a vote for this resolution. 
another nation with which we 'b:ave been in harmonious rela- Any foreign alliance would utterly change the policy and tra­
tion through ali the years is now waging war upon us. Uncle ditions of our country for over 100 years. We had better, before 
Sam, the patient giant, with a spirit of charity. has done his that happens, take counsel of the Father of his Country. He 
best for peace. Destiny seems to decree otherwise. The people warned the Natio;n against such alliances in that memorable 
will back the Presid-ent and Congress with men, money, and Joy- . Farewell .Address. Let us think well before we enter into that 
alty. There will be no difficulty in finding recruits if in the field. The Nation will meet this question when it fairly arises. 
mind of the people there is the conclusion that this is a struggle Not with hope of reward does the Republic draw the sword; 
to help save the democracy of the world or to maintain the not with lust for power; not for the conquest of territory, but 
honor of the United States. solely, as in the Spanish War, for humanity and the preservation 

I have been a firm believer that there wn:s a Divine Providence of its ideals. When peace comes-which God grant may be 
guiding the destiny of individuals and <Jf nations. Difficult, in- 'Soon-when the peoples of Europe may be freed from the 
deed, has it been to see such Providence in this war, but if out tyranny of crowns and scepters and come from the darkness of 
'Of this turmoil and strife and 'Suffering and bloodshed the self- bondage into the light of freedom. as are now the people of 
:assumptive, divine right of kings and kaisers and czars shall Russia, the giant Republic of the West will have no apologies 
be overthrown ; if thrones shall totter and fall and in their for the part it .has played under the :providence and guidance of 
places great governments of the people arise, then the hand of the Almighty. 
Providence may be apparent. The words of Paul to the Corinthians might well be our watch-

! regret that when the war started there--was not some method word at this time.: 
of compelling the Czar and the Kaiser and their kind to enter 
the first battle on the firing line. 'That would have lessened its 
duration. Crown-ed heads seem to have done none {)f the dying. 

It is time now that .all voice of partisanship should be :stilled. 
The hour of action is here. It is no time to talk about mistakes; 
no time for criticism of the President, of the Cabinet, of Con­
gress. They are all doing their duty. lt is no time to waste 
energy censuring and criticizing .one another; no time to de­
nounce those who have been earnestly contending for pence and 
who are fully as patriotic .as those who have been more "Vocat. 
It is no time for divided allegiance. It is a time for 100 per cent 
Americanism. 

The people of this Nation should stand as one man, reali,zing 
the solemnity of the step about to be taken. The great Republic 
must accept the challenge of autocracy and go forth to help in 
the battle for the world's democracy. Our hand is now to the 
gun. We must prepare, and prepare well. When we bit, we 
must hit hard. The roll of honor of the American Republic in 
every war in which it has engaged evidences no lack of patriot­
ism when the Nation's welfare and honor are involved. 

In such a time the spirit of selfishness in our Nation must be 
dethroned. " No one for himself and ~veryone for his country " 
should be our motto. Let us forget for a while the making of 
money. Let us realize that everyone must bear a part of the 
sacrifice and burden. Those who in this time of national emer­
gency will try to make excessive profit, either in the manufacture 
of those things which t~e Government must have to carry QU war 
·or by -combinations to raise the prices of the things the people 
must have to liTe, -are just as guilty of treason as those who give 

'Stand fast in the faith ; quit you like men ; be strong. 

Our strength is the unselfishness of our purl)Ose; our faith 
the God of nations. With such strength and such faith we will 
quit ourselves like men. 

Mr. GRONNA. 1\Ir. President, I had intended to take some 
time in calling to the attention of the Senate and the country 
some of the things which happened during the closing hours of 
the last Congress, and also, with reference to the European war, 
some of the facts which I believe have been overlooked or which 
have not been disclosed so far as I know. But after list~ning 
to the speeches of some of my colleagues, and especially to the 
wise and patriotic words of the distinguished Senator from 
Missouri [1\Ir. SToNE], I have concluded to occupy only a few 
minutes, because I agree with what the Senator from l\Iissom·i 
has said-that we ought not at this time to enter into any con­
troversy among ourselves. I shall, therefore, waste neither 
time nor words; but the question of peace or war is so momen­
tous a question and so se1·ious that I feel that I would not do my 
full duty should I remain silent. This resolution declaring 
war is too grave n question to be decided passionately. 

Senators, we a.re intrusted with nud ru·e holding the power 
vested in 100,000,()()() of American people. I would, therefore, 
agree that we proceed to argue this question impassionately, in 
a friendly spirit; not in a light spirit, nor with minds clouded 
by passion. 

The members of this Congress and the President of the 
United States are holding in their hands the destiny of 100,000,· 
000 of people. May God give us wisdom and sh·ength to dis-
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charge the responsibility·. with which we ·have been intrusted, 
in obedience to Christian principles, right, and justice. · · · 
. Senators, I do not presume to point out to any one of you 
the course you should pursue. Each one of .us must take this 
momentous problem into the judgment chamber of our own 
hearts and decide it according to our own judgment and the 
dictation of our own conscience. Those of you who have made 
up your minds to plunge this country into a bloody war have 
no right to criticize any one who sincerely and patriotically be­
lieves in peace. Those of you who believe that the only way 
1n which we- can protect our national honor is to declare war, 
llnd in that way manifest your patriotism, I ask you in all 
~incerity; Have you reckoned the cost of the dreadful conflict 
that will ensue? 
· I shall not now argue. whether the majority of the American 
people desire war. No man knows, without first submitting it 
to a vote of the Ameri<;an people, what their decision might be. 
The American people will not have that opportunity. But while 
I believe that the majority of the American people are for 
peace, I can not with any certainty assert that it is so. I do 
know, however, the sentiment of the people of my own State, 
and I do assert that a very small minority are in favor of war. 
We criticize European monarchies for forcing their subjects 
into war against their will, but we refuse to ascertain by a 
referendum vote of the American people whether they desire 
peace or war. 

Mr: President, this is a fateful hour, and the Senate is about 
to decide one of the most momentous problems in the history 
of our country. Let me remind the Senate that we are not the 
Government ; let me remind you that Congress is not the Gov­
ernment; let me remind you that the President of the United 
States is not the Government; but the 100,000,000 of people are 
the sovereign power of this country. Why do we refuse to sub­
mit for their decision a question so important to the future wel­
fare of our people? Why do we ignore their petitions, which we 
have by the hundreds of thousands, asking us to avert war? Why 
do we ignore the pleadings and the petitions of the millions of 
mothers of this country, whose hearts are bleeding in sadness 
and whose minds are disturbed over the possible loss of lives 
dear to·them and the future welfare of their beloved ones? 

1\lr. President, I have ·before me the petitions of thousands of 
patriotic American citizens asking me to oppose a declaration 
of war with any of the I)ations of Europe. Shall I regard their 
pleading prayers as noisy clamor, or shall I respect their consti­
tutional right of petition? This question will not be decided 
until it is decided right. It will not meet with the approval of 
the American people unless it is based upon the principles of 
right, justice, and equality. 

l\1r. President, the European .countries are to-day regt.:etting 
that they precipitated a war. Their people are sick to death 
and are wishing that they could find a way to end it. Selfish­
ness was the cause of beginning this cruel and bloody· war in 
Europe ; false national pride prevents the ending of it. 
· !lir. President, speaking for the people ·whom I tn part repre­

sent, we are as jealous of our national honor as any loyal 
American can possibly be. We are as devoted to the flag and 
would as quickly resent any insult as would those who are now 
clamoring for . war. But we believe, sir, that there is a possibil­
ity of averting war without the killing of the millions of our 
youth and the sacrifice of our national honor. 

I shall therefore vote against this resolution declaring war 
against the Imperial Government of Germany. · I would under 
similar circumstances vote against war with any of the nations 
of Europe. I shall vote against war becuse I believe it would 
ha""e been possible to maintain an honorable peace with all the 
nations of the eart h. While I believe it ·will be a tremendous 
mistake and an unpardonable blunder and error to plunge our 
country into war at a time when we ougilt to be at peace with 
all the nations of the earth, if war shall be declared-as I fear 
it will be-there will be but one course for every loyal American 
citizen to pursue, and that course will be to do our full duty in 
defense of our flag. 

1\!r. President, I am opposed to war because war means de­
struction, misery, and poverty to the toiling millions of our 
country for generations to come; but if it shall come I shall do 
my full duty. 

1\Ir. KIRBY. Mr. President, I want to say a few words on the 
.resolution. It seems to me that I am bound to do so. 

I have felt from the beginning that the policy we had adopted 
and were pursuing would re ult in war, as it now apriears it will. 
On that account I opposed and· did not approve of ~e-rtain acts 
of the administration. Because of that I was against what 
was · called the armed-neutrality bill, and · that has been de­
nounced here to-day by its friends as but a ·subterfuge, or in any 
event a remedy that was altogether inefficient and futile, and 

could not result in benefit to the Government or t11e PI\otection 
of our people. I have feared that war would come, and war is 
here; and, Mr. President, I want to. say but a few worcts defining 
my attitude. . 

I have not b·elieved it was necessary that this war should come. 
I have not believed that a majority of the people of the United 
States felt thatit must come. :Sut it has come. 

I have seen the war sentiment cultured. I haye- seen it 
manipulated. I have seen the people's sentiment lashed into 
fury by the eastern papers yonder. I have seen the war propa­
ganda and the National Security League sending eminent speak­
ers throughout these United States-what for? To cultivate a 
sentiment of peace? No! I have seen an ex-President of the 
United States of America traveling through the southern part 
of our country, ostensibly in the interests of a league of peace, 
and declaring, as though by authority, that the United States 
would be at war by a formal declaration in less than 10 days. 
That is the way in which the sentiment of this country has been 
developed, if there is a · sentiment now that demands that we 
shall go to war; and if we must go, why, and what for? 

What ha""e we? It was a masterly address that the President 
delivered, "POinting to a great ideal, a glorious ideal for man­
kind, where democracy might triumph over all the autocratic 
forces of the world; but I had never until then even supposed 
that it would be laid down as a policy to be pursued by a 
Government and enforced by the sword. The Master of . men 
has set up exalted ideals, that we might develop on toward 
them in our thought, in our course of life, in our civilization; 
but the President has laid it down now as a policy to be en­
forced by the sword by the American people that world 
democracy shall triumph over autocratic power. 

Let us see just a little bit further. Our people's lives have 
been destroyed and our commerce "Upon the open sea. W c are 
not going into world war to establish a democracy for the 
nations of the earth. Oh, no; but chiefly to protect the lives 
of our people on the open sea and our commerce. 

We talk about our commerce being impeded, obstructeu, and 
destroyed, that we are $92,000,000 of exports short in February, 
that the German people are interfering with our business, that 
they are imposing hardships on American citizens and it is time 
that that was prevented. I say to you now, gentlemen-or 
Senators, as you prefer to be called-that I believe "it is as much 
the duty of the American people to protect our rights of one 
kind as of another. I say if our rights are infringed to such 
an extent that it is necessary to go to war, we ought to go to 
war even if it be for the protection of our commerce, if that 
is what this war is for. · 

I can not see it otherwise, Senators. I have looked upon it 
here and there and yonder. We have read the sentiments ex­
pressed in the eastern newspapers. We have heard it reechoed 
in the smaller papers. We have heard it exaggerated in some 
quarters and we ha\e heard it encouraged in others. Our 
officials are representing only that sentiment as it comes to us. 
We have not heard from the people who are going to do the 
fighting except from this man and that man and the other who 
says what the sentiment is. I do not believe the majority of 
the people of the United States ought to have been forced into 
war under existing conditions. I am satisfied and clear on 
that point, but I am of course for my country, as I said in my 
first speech, "My country right or wrong." 

That is the condition I find myself in here and the very first 
suggestion that is made is a departure from the traditions of 
the past. It is a departure from all the policies of the Govern- · 
ment heretofore:-traditions and policies that have placed our 
Nation in the first place in the foremost line of the nations of the 
earth. 

I have always heard and believed heretofore that we should 
not have entangling alliances with any other nation, and 
to-day I hear it talked in the United States Senate that we must 
put the power of the Government of the United States in the 
trenches yonder with the allies of Europe, and that we should 
furnish unlimited means and credit to the allies on the other 
side of the world, that that would be the :first duty of America. 
I am not for that; never will be. American power and prowess 
is sufficient for ·the protection of American rights and must be 
used for that purpose only. 

Then what next? 
We have denounced and decried Prussianism and militarism, 

and what do we find ourselves recommending this very day? 
I have thought that in a Republic like ours, where the public 

sentiment was supposed to control, a cause for war must be 
so plain and so just and so necessary that the people would 
rise as one man and volunteer their lives to support the cause. 
Do you find any such proposition suggested in the United 
States Senate or in this Congress to-day? No! We must, in 
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order to . raise and arm troops, adopt this same militarism that 
we have denounced and decried. In order to raise an army we 
must make compulsory universal military service. That is 
the Onlf way yol! can get an army in this war. I say, as far 
as I am concerned, there is one thing right about that. There 
is a statement in our Constitution, and believed in, that all 
men arc created free and equal. • All men are created equal. 
It is a fallacy in many .respects, but it "Was intended to be 
true in that they should stand equal before the law. 

That is all it was ever intended to be. That is all it could 
possibly mean. So far as I am concerned, if universal military 
service be required, if you are going to have an army, there is 
no good, reason why one man who is more patriotic and has 
higher ideals and a greater love of country should offer his 
life than that others should do so. I say let it be known to 
every man _th~t -he mu t offer his service to his country like 
every other man, and when the Government requires it by law 
we will all think more soberly of the causes fm· war. 

Now, I am in this attitude: I have not b~Ueved that war was 
necessary. I have seen the conditions. I know American lh·es 
have been lost. I know our commerce has suffered from sub­
marine warfare. I understand that condition ; but it seemed to 
me if we administer the Government with a view to the greatest 
gooll to the greatest number we should delay and suffer a few 
more of these obstructions of our commerce rather than send 
our whole Nation to war and put two or three million of our 
people in armed camps, where we might have a million of 
them killed. 
· 'Ve have swung so far out from our old traditions that God 
only knows where we will land -when we have gone into the 
world war. · 

I say to you frankly my heart bleeds to-day for my country. 
I have had an awful battle with myself as to "What I should do 
under existing conditions, believing, as I do, the things are 
true as I haye outlined them, but I have finally concluded that 
I am not going to vote against this resolution. I have finally 
concluded that there is no good to be accomplished by my voting 
against it. I hm:e finally concluded that since the great major­
ity is going to pass the resolution-anti I believe in a majority 
rule--on that account I am not going to resist it further. 
But if there was the slightest chance on God's earth that my 
vote against it would defeat it, I _ would stand here and vote 
a thousand years if it might be that we do not go to war. 
Under the conditions as they nre I know the Senate is going to 
pass the resolution by an overwhelming majority; ap.d if we 
must go · to war, then, so far as I am concerned, I will vote for 
the resolution. tlwt it may appear that we are . going along 
together. I shall do what I can ''hen war is commenced to 
bring it to a successful conclusion. I am one of those men who 
believe that wl1en we declare war somebody must be whipped 
before the war i ended. I am going to enter upon that sort of 
a proposition. I do not believe in some of the theories that 
have been suggested. I do believe in my country, right or 
wrong, and I am going to stand by it. 

l\Ir. ASHURST. Mr. President, the supreme hour has struck 
and we must stand up and be counted. 'Ve can not shirk nor 
evad~ _ 

No man has ever striven more nobly for peace than has 
'Voo<lrow ·wilson. He tried diplomacy, moral suasion, argu­
ment. He expostulnteu, he exhibited patience beyond that of 
any mnn I have ever kno·wn. He resorted to every ingenuity, 
every subtlety, every lawful device to presene peace, but all 
in vain. 

The United States is great not simply and solely because of 
her Yast area, but because she never seeks rev~nge-she simply 
demnnlls justice. Our Governmept came into life not only as 
the fulfillment of the bright dream of liberty-loving persons; 
but as the fulfillment of a task as well. Our free States are 
not lllere uiJstract longings for: justice and peace, for when the 
Stat<:':-:: were formed these abstractions and longings were gal­
vanizell into life and translated into communities seeking con­
crete justice and liberty. 

Civil liberty on thi continent was n worthy but denied and 
baffled sentim~nt until it became articulate in our Declaration 
of IJ1llependence. 'l'he declaration itself would have been noth­
ing more than nn eloquent and accurate recital of the philosophy 
of liberty except that its principles were vivified and enforced 
by the Americnn patriots. Liberty can not survive if it does 
no more tban parade around in nightgown and slippers .Joeking 
for col'nfort, safety, luxury, and ease . . ·when democracy is · at­
tacked it · must repel · force with force. Democracy will not 
sui,.yive if in times of danger it does no more than preach the 
doctrine of philosophical nonresistance, simper sentimenfal -re; 
gret ·o'i·er:! a: deadly -wound it receives, and. with lustrous, . soft: 
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expressiohed eyes view with pensive melancholy decisive action 
aimed for its destruction. 

If we are to keep our Nation powerful for good in the affairs 
of men and continue to work out the altruistic problems to 
which our country was dedicated, we must present to other na­
tions an um,?e.'l.kened fiber, a courage both moral and ph,vsical, 
a mind free from trash and slush, flexed muscles and thews 
that have not been debilitated or degenerated by sensuality, se­
curity, nnd ltL""{llry. 

Our governmental system is and was intended to be one 
which shall be nourished by the individual instead of orie 'vhich 
shall nourish the individual. The ·individual should give 
strength and sustenance to the State, not recei\·e strength aml 
sustenance from the State. It is easy and pleasing to indulge 
in smug ·complacency and self-deception and thus evade the 
unwelcome thought of national defeat or degradation, but it is 
neither wise, judicious, nor statesmanlike to do so. ·It is wiser 
and safer to be on guard and preclude all possibility of danger 
than to hide our fears of danger in the secret recesses of our 
closets. · 

We are living in a day of wo-nders. Gigantic events are 
coming so rapidly that they tread upon each others' heels, and 
among the lessons being taught is the fact that men may be 
heroes, but unless they are drilled their heroism will end only 
in uuavailing martyrdom. Our mountains are filled with cop­
per and iron ore, but these can not instantly be converted into 
battle craft. Preparation and vigilance only can work the 
necessary changes. Men do not ascend to eminence, strength, 
and power by a single leap or by growth overnight. · It is only 
by steady tread that a man moves up the. rough and rngged 
path to success. Those who reach eminence and distinction 
nre they who subject their liyes to the fires of intellectual anti 
physical endeavor. Success and efficiency, in war and in peace, 
come only- after many years of anxious striving and long sus­
tained effort. He who expects something for ·. nothing has al­
ready begun to decay. There is nothing worth possessing that 
we get without effort. To compensate the. world for what we 
use is the profound law of all life. Liberty, security, peace, 
health, and happiness must be paid for. We must face prob­
lems as they are presented, not as we- should like to have them 
presented. 
· So it is with a nation. It holds its place and preserves its 

liberty only by never becoming careless and by never despising 
nor underrating nor running from an opponent. EYer since 
the days of the children of Noah men have sought to build 
them a tower which they might ascend in a day of trouble and 
thus escape the hardships and the clnsh and din of this world. 
But such can not be; under nature's harsh yet profound laws we 
must meet and overcome dangers and perform duties; we can 
not build a tower lofty enough to take us above and beyond the 
trials and duties of this life. 

In the annals of every nation it has frequently been neces­
sary to protect innocence and peace by vigorous action. Per­
sons who think with any degree of accuracy are bound to know 
that this is not a world of automatic righteousness an<l self~ 
hcting justice. Innocence alone is not sufficient to protect the 
innocent. 

No man making a pretense toward statesmanship would for 
a moment assert that it would be moral or righteous for us 
inertly aud supinely to sit by and twiddle melting notes on a 
harp of peace, the while our progress, spiritual and material, 
our liberties-the most cherished deposits confided to human 
hands-the blessing of our industry, the fruits of our toil and 
self-denial, were being subverted or annihilated. It" is honor­
able and righteous to oppose with force those who forcibly: 
attempt to subvert and destroy any of the attributes which 
adorn and elevate humanity. 

A government designed to make life pleasant for its people 
is frequently obliged to take some immediate measures to insure 
the survival of its people. Sometimes in a nation's history it 
is required to be fearless as well as careful. -

Surely no one could quarrel with those luminous souls who 
advocate pence at any price. I respect them, but I am not of 
them. In their hearts repose sentiments .of love for all man­
kind. · They believe that Mars is dead instead of red. • They 
think they perceive this earth to be a beautiful temple within 
which are walled peare, contentment, and plenty ; a temple 
dome(} with rosy hues; a temple within which turmoil, strife, 
and struggle are blackballed, and from which all crime, vice, 
cupidity, hate, envy, rage, and reveng·e are banished till time 
itself shall be no more: 'They see, however, a vision _of 'heaven, , 
not of earth. Evil things cunstantly assail man on this ~uridari~ 
sph'ere. Envy, deceit, fraud, force; foaming revenge, livid fires 
of . ina lice and _hate, bigotr~, cupi!lit_y, gr~t:, lust .f«;)l~ _ '}'Orld, 
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power, and kindred evil pa. sions ~veterately attack the human 
henl't au<l must be combated, not surrendered to. The liberties 
of our citizens-yea, our yery security in the future--will be 
preserved by public servants who have their eyes to the sea, not 
by those who have their ears to the ground. 

If our country is to retain, as I believe she will, her historic 
po ition as the leader and noble pioneer in the vanguard of 
progress and human liberty ; if she is to remain the beautiful 
examplar, ''e must keep her, in senate, in court, in camp, 1n 
field, and in home, true to the principles upon which she was 
founded. ' 

What shall it proiit a nation if, by keeping an unpunctured 
,skin, it rots its heart? What shall it profit a nation to keep 
a full pocket and lose its soul? America must not only rear 
temples, buil<l cities, conquer deserts, enchain the bolts of Olym­
J1ian Jo\e, hew down mountains, and harness waters that pour 
destructive floods, she must also heal sore wounds, crush bigotry 
and race hatred, struggle for Eberty, endow the youth of the 
land with standards of courageous patriotism, and constantly 
pour forth her long-enduring sb.·ength for the vindication of 
American rights and the preservation of human justice on these 
shores. 

Mr. MYERS. · Mr. Pre ident, I know that the joint resolution 
has been sufficiently debated, and I suppose the debate upon it 
is probably dra,ving to a close, but I am not' satisfied to give it 
my vote alone; I want to gi\e it my voice and support as well as 
my vote. I want to take a few minutes to say that I am very 
heartily in favor of the joint resolution. 

I believe the. President is right in his attitude in this most 
momentous matter. I believe he has ample justification and 
cxb.·eme provocation for it. I believe he can not honorably take 
any other position, and I intend to stand by him and support 
him in his stand for the honor and integrity of our dearly be­
loved country. I believe the President bas been, in matters 
pertaining to our foreign relations, a man of wonderfully long­
suffering and marvelous patience. He has patiently and calmly 
ubmitted to many things which were amply sufficient in them­

selves to call for a declaration of war against Germany; sub­
mitted, pleading, arguing, hoping Germany would take warning 
and abandon uncivilized,' illegal warfare and trespass on our 
rights. 

In fact, the only fault I have to find with the President, if 
any, is that he has been perhaps too patient in these matters; 
but I suppose that in matters of such tremendous gravity it 
is well to be deliberately long-suffering and patient rather than 
to take any chance of being too hasty. His patience has been 
the wonder of those who know only a small part of what he 
knows of his proYocations, vexations, and anxieties; who know 
only a small part of the indignities heaped on our belo\ed 
America by a desperate and war-mad nation. He has been 
reviled, criticized, and called in contempt a pacifi t by those 
who wanted less delay. Yet he waited and waited, matters all 
the while growing worse, until there was nothing to do but 
resort to war, as did Washington and Lincoln before him, or 
;ubmit to dishonor. Woodrow Wilson is a man of peace, but 
he realize that. ometime · peace is worse than war. 

I am a belim-er in peace. I am, I always have been, and 
always will be a lover of peace and an advocate of peace so 
long as it is consistent with our national honor and tile pres­
ervation of our national rights, but no longer. The President 
in his a duress to CongreEs has said thn t we can maintain peace 
no longer consistently with our honor and the preser\ation of 
our right , nnd I think he bas abuntiant authority for saying 
·o. I heartily concur with him, and when that point comes, 
n.ml it having been reached, only one of two courses can be 
followed-that i , to submit to a deprivation of our rights or 
to use force to protect and defend them, as <'lid our forefathE"rs. 
I can ce no alternati\e; I can see no middle ground; I can 
ee nothing that we could do now except to submit or go to war. 

I believe ''"e haYe to take our choice between those two courses; 
and as for snbmi ion, it is intolerable. Perish the thought! 
I do not belieYe t11at there is any American citizen 'vho realizes 
the situation, who realizes that it is submission or fight, who 
woul<l be in favor of submission, which would mean taking 
orders from a foreign Government. 

Germany has ordered this Government to keep its ships, its 
commerce, and it citizens off the high sea , at least off of a 
·ertain pre cribed portion of the high sea , the high,vay which 
belongs to all nation and to all the peoples of the earth. The 
que ·tion is, hall we take or<ler from a foreign Government? 
Are ·we o uebased, o degenerate as to think of that? Does 
any Amerkan favor that? Are we ready to do that? Is our 
Natiou g:oing to put itself in that humiliating and unstanlly 
at tit utle before the world? No, uo . a hundreu time . . 

I have been highly pleased that heretofore, and for so long, 
the President of this country has rendered such great service 
in keeping this country out of war, and I have been ever ready 
to give him a high degree of praise for doing so; I belffive that 
in the past he has rendered the people of this country ine ti­
mable service in keeping us out of war as long as he could, and 
I am glad that he did so. I was with him in it, but I believe 
that he has gotten to the point and that we have gotten to the 
point where that may no longer be. done consistently with the 
preservation of our honor and of our rights on the seas. 

I will not undertake to enumerate the long series of !!TOSS 
outrages to which Germany in her desperation has subjecte<.l the 
people of this country and our Nation as a nation. They are 
well known to all of you; they have been detailed in the Presi­
dent's message; they have been repeated on the floor of this 
Chamber to-day. They have been numerous; and I say that 
the fact that they are committed on the high seas, where we 
have the right to be, makes them no less offensive than if com­
mitted on the land. I do not believe that Germany has any 
more right to violate our national rights on the high· seas than 
on the land. -I believe that one is no less an offense and no le 
serious than the other. The fact that we are assaulted and 
murdered on the seas makes it no less wrong than if on land. 
I do not believe that Germany has any more right to sink ,vith 
her submarines om· unarmed or our armed merchant vessels on 
the high seas, those vessels being engaged in legitimate com­
merce, than she would have to send a war fleet to the shores of 
this counh·y and bombard and demolish the city of New York. 

If we are not equally quick to assert and defend our national 
rights on land and on sea, then we de erve and we hall receive 
the merited contempt of all the civilized nations of the world. 
If the United States is to maintain its position as one of the 
great powers of this world--one not only great in material mat­
ters, in mate1ial power, but in principle, in integrity, in honor, 
in pride, in all that goes to make a nation great in the hearts of 
its citizens and in the esteem of the world-the time has come 
for us to stand up for om· rights, to protect the lives of our cit­
izens, to protect their property, and protect their rights on tile 
seas as well as on the land. The hour is here. No one ueuie 
that German submarines have unlawfully murdered our citizen~, 
sunk our ships, destroyed our property. It is admitted by all 
international lawyers, students, experts, tatesmen that the e 
things are unlawful. What will we do about it? Will it be to 
submit further or figbt? Which? 

Shall we sit till longer and see our righ rnviNhed? hall 
we not f;trike buck to protect our cherished right 'l Germany 
says she will continue to do these thing . She is doing them. 
Are we helpless? The time has come to say. If we do not in 
our national capacity accept the challenge which Germany ha 
defiantly thrown down to us, then, indeetl, in my opinion, the 
men who fought at Bunker Hill, the men who suffered with 
Washington at Valley Forge, the bra-ve men who crossed the 
Delaware with Wa hington, the men who prevailed over Corn­
wallis at Yorktown, su:ffereti and fought in Yain; for, if that 
should be the ca e. they established n Nation which is too CO\Y­
ardly and too degenerate to protect the rights of its citizens 
which it wre ted from control acr·oss the seas after eight y m·s 
of long and deadly wru·. If we are not now ready to accept the 
challenge of Germany to. tay off the sea·; if we are to be driven 
like curs off the seas, driven like craven cowards to safe re­
treats; if we are to lock ourselves up in our homes an<l show that 
we are afraid to go where we ha\e a God-given right to go, then, 
in<leed, the valiant Union soldiers who shed their blood on the 
battle fields of Gettysburg, Chancellorsvillc, Antietam, the Wil­
derness, Seven Pines, Manassas, Chickamauga, and a hundred 
other hard-fought battle fields during the Civil 'Var, shed their 
blood in vain, becau e they preserved a Nation which will not 
protect the right and the l,in:•s of its citizens, of their sons and 
daughters whom they fought to 11rotect in their precious rights. 
If so, they made a mistaken fight and they died in that event 
believing that they were pre erving a Union which would main­
tain the liberty and the rights of democracy for all time to come, 
so soon to be supinely surrendered at the command of a foreign 
nation. Can ym.u· blood stand the thought'? 1 

If we are not g-oing to accept the challenge of Germany, who 
defies us to sustain our 1ight , then the torn nn<l tattered, war­
worn and battle-stained veterans of the gray, 8,000 of them, 
star·,ed n.nd bedraggled, who surrendered with Lee at Appomat­
tox, indeed, surrendered in vain, because they surrendered to a 
Government which, after their surrender, will not protect them 
in the rights which we1·e guaranteed to them when they sur­
rendered, an<l when they were told they were cementing by 
their surrender the greatest Republic that had ever e:x:iste<l or 
ever would exist on the face of the em.·th. 



1917. CON GRESS! ON AL RECORD-SEN ATE. 223 
· "\Ve have more than our rights at stake in this war-far 

more. The democracy, the civilization, the Christianization of 
the world are at stake; and I believe that America should be 
proud of the opportunity to engage in a world-wide fight of 
democracy against autocracy as a token of appreciation of the 
valued rights which she wrested in 1776 from monarchical rule 
and which she has enjoyed ever since. 

Tllis country has been specially favored by Providence; it 
has been made a beacon light, a guiding star to those who look 
forward to the time when the rule of the people shall be world­
wide. It has bad the privilege of setting the Statue of Liberty 
Enlightening the World in New York Harbor, bespeaking to all 
the world democracy, liberty, enlightenment in self-rule. If 
we do not respond to this challenge to the democracy, not only 
of our own country but to the democracy of all the world; if 
we are not ready to defend our own liberty, then we would 
better take clown the Statue of Liberty Enlightening the "\Vorld, 
which we have erected in New .York Harbor, for it would be a 
snare and delusion. 

Now, since Russia has taken her stand with the nations of the 
earth that believe in self-rule and stand for self-government, 
this terrible war is purely a battle between democracy and 
autocracy, and there should be no question of the attitude of 
this Government, or where, when challenged to enter, it should 
align itself. It is the democracy of the world against German 
Prussianism, Austrian absolutism, and the unspeakable Turk, 
who is a stench in the nostrils of the Christian nations of the 
world and ought long ago to have been driven not only out of 
Europe but out of the Holy Land, which he has despoiled. 

To my mind, this Government has an opportunity to do great 
service to the world in behalf of all for which it has stood for 
now nearly 150 years. It has a chance to secure to the rest of 
the struggling, panting world some of the rights which we have 
been enjoying for so long to the exclusion of many other na­
tions, and when it takes a band in doing so we will not only 
be protecting our own rights but at the same time upholding 
the democracy of the ·world in waging a fight on the greatest 
remaining bulwark of special privilege in the world, the Prus­
sian dynasty of Germany. We talk much of the bulwarks of 
special privilege. The greatest bulwark of special privilege in 
the world to-day is the Prussian dynasty of Germany. It is 
defiant, c~nfident. It challenges us, assaults us, undertakes to 
drive us from the great highway of nations. Shall we respond 
or submit? There can be only one answer. Americans never 
submit to tyranny. That day passed forever in 1776. The 
spirit of 1776 is here. It has only been dormant. · It is aroused 
and will be heard in tones that will reverberate around the 
world 

1\fr. COLT. Mr. President, I agree with the remark of the 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. SwANSON] that the time for discus­
sion has passed and the time for action has come. · I also think 
that the most eloquent and effective speech which can be made 
at this time is to cast a vote in the affirmative for the resolu­
tion before the Senate in favor of war and in support of the 
President of the United States. At the same time I feel that 
I ought, at least, to say a simple word or two. 

To my mind, there are three courses open in this crisis-sub4 

mission, armed neutrality, or war. Submission can not be 
thought of for a moment when we reflect upo the honor and 
dignity of the United States. Armed neutrality has been tried 
and has proved a failure. Armed peutrality, or defensive war­
fare, is not adapted to the submarine. We can not have a con­
dition of armed neutrality and defend ourselves against this 
monster of the sea which lies in ambush. There is, therefore, 
no alternative left but war. · · 

· I am not going to discuss whether we are in a state of war or 
not. The facts have been reviewed and are familiar to all. I 
regard · that we are as much in a state of war as if Germany 
bad sent a battleship and bombarded New York City and killed 
innocent men, women, and children-innocent noncombatants­
for a merchant ship bearing the United States flag and sailing 
peacefully upon the ocean is a portion of the territory of the 
United States, and when, under the authority of a foreign Gov­
ernment, that ship is sunk without warning and the li\es on 
board are sacrificed, that is an act of war. 

The Senator from Montana [1\fr. MYERS] has said that the 
battle to be fought is between autocracy and democracy. I 
would change that phraseology. To my mind, the battle to be 
fought is between democracy and Prussian militarism. It is the 
domination of the military power of Prussia which is a menace 
to the world, to civilization, an(). to democracy. Germany is 
PrussiaiJ.ized. The Prussian military system is a system of blood 
and iron. It substitutes force for law, and the battle to-day is 
simply-the issue is sharply defined in my own mind-the battle 
1o-day is simply for the overthrow of ?russian 'militarism, and 

nothing else. It is Prussian militarism which threatens to de­
stroy liberty, civilization, Christianity, and all that we hold 
dear .as an enlightened people. 

Prussian· militarism is the system of the Middle Age.f3. The 
U-boat controversy is a mere ·incident in ,it. It is a system of 
cruelty, of outrage, of the nonrecognition of international law 
and of all human rights. It is a system of the use of force at 
any cost; a system' which says that self-preservation justifies the 
employment of any means, however cruel and savage. It is a 
system which has now arrayed the civilized world against 
Germany. 

If we are going to war upon that issue we know what our 
task is. That task is the destruction of the military system of 
Prussia which has poisoned Germany, has extended its poison 
to Austria-Hungary, and will poison the civilization of the world 
if it is allowed to conquer. 

I feel, Mr. President, that that is the i sue-a momentous 
one-and I feel in my · heart where our people, our Republic, 
should stand in the presence of that world-wide, momentou 
issue. We want to stand where the President of the Unite<l 
States has placed -us in his message. War means the over­
powering of the enemy-the utter defeat of the enemy. We 
want to avail ourselves of every means at hand; we want to 
join the allies; we want to join the neutrals if they will come 
with us; and, presenting a solid, united body of nations and 
countries devoted to civilization and liberty, let us join with all 
and fight the good fight until victory crowns our banners. 

1.\!r. LA FOLLETTE. 1\fr. President, Congressman HELGESE1-, 
of North Dakota, having undergone a severe surgical operation, 
is lying in his bed of pain in a hospital in thi city. He has re­
quested me to read on the floor of the Senate a letter which he 
has received from one of his constituents. Through his secre­
tary, he has advised me that the thousands of letters an(l tele­
grams that come to him on the question that is pending before 
this body to-day bear to him one message •of uniform protest 
against war. 

The letter which I am requested to read this afternoon is from 
Mrs. H. A. Woods, who signed herself "A North Dakota Farm 
Woman": 

FLASHER, N. DArt:., Mm·ch 29, 191i. 
Hon. HEXRY T. HELGESE~, 

Washington, D. C. 
DEAR SIR : The United States, according to the newspaper reports, 

is on the brink of entering the European war " for the sake of human­
ity,", against which act I emphatically protest. Diu the mother of the 
poorer, thrifty classes, who spent many wakeful nights during the .in­
fancy of her· boy, who went faint and weak, who got along without neces­
sities in the way of clothing, .who patched and stinted, in order to feeu 
and clothe her boy, go through those sacrifices to send her boy to a 
"slaughterhouse to be butchered? And what has that boy done to lte 
sacrificed, to be made to suffer until he goes insane, to lose his eyesight. 
to lose an arm or a leg or both? Where does the humanity and the jus-
tice come in ? . 

I am not a German or a German sympathizer, but I · sympathize with 
the mothers and the proposed victims who are to be sacrificed on the 
altar of greed to enable money-making concerns who have made piles and 
piles of money to make still more money. 

Let the United States Government confiscate the German vessels now 
in the harbors of the United States and hold them as hostages for prop­
erty destroyed by submarines. The maudlin sympathy with women who 
lose their lives on the .high seas these days is ridiculous. Let the women 
stay at home, where they belong. 

I protest against compulsory military service, except, should it ever be 
needed; for home defense. 

I protest, in the name of humanity, against the taking away of hu -
bands, fathers, sons, and brothers to be butchered, as proposed by the 
proallies' paid press, from the American women and children, leaVing 
the latter to meet financial ruin, misery, and, in some cases, death from 
broken hearts. · 

The lower middle classes, a percentage of them in the large cities, 
Jive under economic conditions which enable them to raise but one or 
two children to a family. Is the sinking of a few merchant vessels 
worth even one life brought up at the eA.--pense of so many sacrifices? 

By laying the above protests before the United States Congress, you 
would greatly oblige, 

A NORTH DAKOTA FARM WOMAN. 

Mr. LA :~fOLLETTE. Mr. President, I had supposed until 
recently that it was the duty of Senators and Representatives 
in Congress to vote and act according to their convictions on all 
l)ub!ic matters that came before them for consideration and 
·decision. 

I. 
STA:XDIXG BACK OF THE PRESIDENT. 

Quite another doctrine has recently been promulgated- by 
(:ertain newspapers, which unfortunately seem to have found 
considerable support elsewhere, and that is the doctrine of 

. "standing back of the President," without inquiring whetl1er 
the President is right or wrong. For myself I have never sub-

• scribed to that doctrine and never shall. I shall support the 
President m the measures he proposes when I believe them to be 
right. I shall oppose measures proposed by the President when 
I believe them to · be wrong. The fact that the matter which 
the President submits for consideration i of the greatest im-
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portance is only an additional reason why we should be sure 
tllat we ru·e right and not to be swerved from that conviction 
or intimidated in its expression by any influence of power ;\vhat-
oever. If it is important for us to speak and vote our con­

victions in matters of internal policy, though we may unfor­
tunately be in disagreement with the President, it is infinitely 
more important for us to speak and vote our convictions when 
the question is one of peace or war, certain to involve the lives 
and fortunes of many of our people and, it may be, the destiny 
Qf all of them and of the civjlized world .as well. If, un.. 
happily, on such momentous questions the most patient research 
and conscientious consideration we could give to them leave 
us in di agreement with the President, I know of no course to 
take except to oppo e, regretfully but not the les_l3 firmly, tile 
demands of the Executive. 

II. 
.ARMED NEUTRALITY, 

On the 2d of this month the President addre sed a com· 
munication to the Senate and Hou e in which be advised that 
tbe Congress ueclm·e war against Germany and that this Gov­
ernment "as ert all its power aiid employ n.ll its resources to 
bring the Go\ernment of the German Empire to terms and end 
tl1e war." 

On February 26, 1917, _ the President addressed the Senate 
anu the House upon the conditions existing between this Gov· 
ernment and the German Empire, and at that time said, " I am 
not now proposing or contemplating war or any steps that need 
lead to it." * * $ u I request that you will authorize me to 
supply our merchant ·hips with defensive m·ms, should that 
become neces ary, and with the means of using them " against 
wllat he charac~rized as the unlawful attacks of German sub­
marines. 

A bill was introduced, and it was attempted to ru h it 
through the closing hours of the last session of Congres , to 
gh·e the President;- the powers requested, namely, to arm ou1· 
merchant sllips, and to place upon them guns and gunners from 
our Navy, to be used against German submarines, and to employ 
. ·uch other instrumentalities and methods as might in his 
judgment and discretion seem necessary and adequate to . pro­
tect such ves els. That measure did not pass. 

It is common knowledge that the Pr sident, acting without 
authority from Congress, did arm ow· merchant ships with guns 
and gunners from our Navy, and sent th~m into the prohibited 
" war zone." At the tinie the President addressed us on the 
2u of April there was absolutely no change in the conditions 
between this Government and Germany. The effect of arming 
merchant ships had not been tested as a defensive measure. 
Late press reports indicate, however, that the Aztec, a United 
States armed merchantman, has been sunk in the prohibited 
zone, whether with mines or a torpedo, I believe, has not been 
e tablished, so the responsibility for this sinking can not, so 
far as I know at this time, be placed. 

When the request was made by the President on February 26 
for authority to arm merchant ships, the granting of such au­
thority was opposed by certain Member of the House and by 
certain Senators, of which I was one. I made at that time a 
careful investigation of the subject, and became convinced that 
arming our merchant ships was wholly futile and its only 
purpose and effect would be to lure 0'!1' merchantmen to dan­
ger, and probably result in the destruction of the vessels and 
in the loss of the lives of those on board. The representatives 
of the President on this floor then having that bill in charge 
saw fit, by methods· I do not care to characterize, to prevent my 
speaking upon the measure and giving to the Senate and to 
the country such information as I had upon the subject. 

Under the circumstances, I did the only thing that seemed 
p1·actical to me, and that was to give such publicity as I was 
able through the press to the fact that the proposition to arm 
merchant ships would be wholly futile, and could only result 
in loss of the lives and property of our own people, without 
accomplishing the results intended. I regret to say that the 
President, according to statements in the public press pur'· 
porting to emanate from him, and which have never been de­
nied, saw fit to characterize as "willful" the conduct of the 
Senators who, in obedience to their consciences and their oaths 
of office, oppo ed the armed-ship bill, and to chm·ge that in so 
doing they were not representing the people by who e suffrages 
they are here. I know of no graver charge that could be made 
against the official conduct of any Member of this body than 
that his official action was the result of a "willful "-that is, 
an unrea oned and perver e-purpo e. 

:Mr. President, many of my colleagues on both s1des of this flool· 
J1ave from day to <lay offered for publication in the llECORD mes­
. ag-es :md letters received from their constituents. I have re­
ceiYeu some 15,000 letters and telegrams. They have come from 

44 States in the Union. They have been a orted accoi'ding to 
whether they speak in critici m or commendation of my cour e 
in oppo ing wnr. 

A. sorting the 15,000 letters and telegrams by Stutes in that 
way, 9 out of 10 are an unqualifi-ed indorsement of my cour e in 
oppo ing war with Germany on the issue presented. I offer only 
a few selected hastily just before I came upon the floor which 
especially relate to public sentiment on the question of war. 

Ur. President, let me say that the city of Monroe, Wis., is the 
county seat of Green County, which borders on the State of 
lllinois. I am not able to state exactly the percentage of the 
nutionalities of the people, but I know that the foundation 
tock of that little city was of New England Ol'igin. In the lust 

10 or 15 OI' 2() years a great many Swiss have come into the 
county. 

But, 1\ir. President, it is a good town, typical .of any to"\vn of 
like size in any State in the Union. They held an election there 
on the ~ day of April, and the following vote was polled upon 
the question of declaring war against Germany:. The telegram 
reporting the vote is as f.ollows : 

Monroo election v'Otes on referendum on war question. For peace, 
954; fer war, 95. 

I am informed that in a l\fa achusett referendum by po tal 
card 20;000 postal cards were sent out, and the returns thus 
far show 66 per cent against war; 63 per cent against con crip­
tion. The following form was submitted in taking the vote in 
Massachusetts : 

President Wilson .sald: "I would rather know what the people are 
thinking out there around their quiet fire ides than to know what is 
going on in the cloakrooms of the Capitol." 

What -do you thin.k of the two questions on the other side 1 
Mark your cross. We will see that your Congressman hears. Do it 

now and mail immediately. 
EMERGENCY PJ:.ACJl COliiMI'l'TEE Oll' MASSACHUSETT-S, 

120 Bolston 8t1·ect, Room, 533. 
Telephone Beach 6899. 
MARCH 27, 1017. 

REFERENDUM FOR MASSACHUSETTS CONG-RE.SSMliN, 

Yes. No. 
1. Do you believe that the interest of humanity 

wou1d best be ~>erved by the United States keeping I 
out of the European war? --- ---

2. Do you oppose the ad~ption of conscl'lption as 
dangerous to American democracy? 
Name---------------------------------------------------------­
Street------------------------------------------------------- --
Town or city ____ ~---------------------------------------------

I received this telegram April 2 from Flint, Mich. : 
Vote taken this afternoon in third precinct, first ward; question, Shall 

we enter war on European son? Results-for war 26, against war 1 30. 
L. El. LARSON. 

I do not know 1\Ir. Larson. I know little or nothlng nbout 
Flint, Mich. I do not know whethe1· it has a German population 
or a mixed population. The senior Senator from that 'tate 
[Mr. SMITH] says that it is a mixed population. 

I have this from Sheboygan, Wis. Sheboygan is a rather 
sh·ong German county in the State of Wisconsin. I expecteu to 
have had here noted on the telegram the exact percentage of the 
German vote. I glanced at it myself in my office, but I did 
not .have at h d the la.st census. The Wisconsin Bluebook, 
which gives the figures for 1905, .shows there were then O"\"'er 
50,000 population and 10,000 of German birth. This telegram is 
dated April 3. I might say that our spring election is held in 
Wisconsin on the 2d day of April, when all the municipal officers 
in the townships and in the villages and cities are elected. It 
brings out a fairly representative vote: 

SHEBOYGAN, WIS., April 8, 1]11, 
Hon. ROBERT M. LA FOLLETTE, 

Wasltingtou, D. a.: 
By referendum vote taken the last two days of the qualified elect ors 

of the eity of Sheboygan on the question, hall our coun.try enter into 
the European war? 4,082 voted no and 17 voted yes. Certified to as 
correct. 

F. VoLnATH, 
0. A. liASSUEl\"'EU, 
ADAM TRESTER, 

Canvassru·s. 
I received also the following. A vote was taken not only in 

the city of Sheboygan, but in the cormty of Sheboygan, repre-
senting the country or farmer vote : ' 

SHEBOYGAJ...,., Wrs., April ~. 1JJ17. 
Ron. ROBERT M. LA FOLLETTE, 

Se-nate, Washington, D. 0. 
DEAR Srn: Since sending the last telegram, in the referendum vote 

taken by the qualified electors of Sheboygan County outside the city 'Of 
Sheboygan 2,051 voted against our country entering into the European 
wat·. No votes were cast in favor of war. Cru:tified to as correct by 
the canva&ers. 

OTTO A. BASSUE~'EI!. 
F. VOLLRATH. 
ADAM TnESTER. 
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The next telegram is not ·a report · upon any election. I pre­
sume very few of them were held. It is a telegram from Mel­
ro e, Mass., sent to me by Mr. Henry W. Pinkham. I ~o not 
know him. I read it as handed to me by one of my secretaries·: 

MELROSE~ MASS.~ April S~ 1917. 
Senator ROBERT M. LA FOLLETTE, 

WasMngton, D. 0.: 
The President's message explicitly and completely vindicates you in 

opposing armed neutrality. Stand firm against war and the future 
will honor you. Collective homicide can not establish human rights. 
For our country to enter the Eru·opean war would be tr-eason to 
humanity. 

HENRY W . PINKHAM. 

And the following: 

Seba tor LA FOLLETTE, 
. Washington, D. 0.: 

WALLACE:. IDAHO, April S, 1911. 

1\IaHed you to-day 400 signatures of indorsement from this district to 
you and colleagues on your stand of 1\Iarch 4. 

L. SCHULLElt. 

RACINE~ WIS., April 4, 1911. 
Senator ROBERT M. LA FOLLETTE, 

Washington., D. 0.: 
Four thousand people a sembled at the Auditorium last night; lots 

American sentiment; no enthusiasm for war ; recruits were asked for; 
only seven men offered themselves for enlistment. This shows there is 
no war sentiment in Racine. Resolutions were spoken of, but no at­
tempt was made to pass them. Audience was not for war. I approve 
your stand, 

ARTHUR EHRLICK. 

SEATTLE, WAsH., April 4, 1917. 
ROBERT M. LA FOLLETTE, 

Senate Chamber, Washington,, D. 0.: 
Good work. People with you. Straw referendum signed to-day at 

public market, city streets, shows 31 for war declaration, 374 against. 
Pre!."s braz('nly reporting war demand of meetings where vote is against 
war. If presidential election were to-morrow, you would have best 
chance. 

Senator R. M. LA, FOLLETTE, 
Washington . D. 0.: 

ANNA LOUISE STRONG, 
Me1nber Seattle Schoo£ Board. 

BERKELEY, CAL., Ap1·[Z _q, 1911. 

Having sounded the opinions of juniors and seniors taking electrical 
engineering at the University of California to-day, I have foundation .on 
which to base my statement that practically none of us enthuse at all 
over war. We believe .the country can do most good by avoiding it. 
We put trust in you. 

GLE~N K. MORRISON. 

1\Ir. LA FOLLETTE. In addition to the foregoing telegrams, 
I submit the following, which has just been placed in my hands:. 

A wire from Chicago received this afternoon from Grace Ab­
bott, of Hull House, says that in city council election held yes­
terday John Kennedy received the larg~st plurality of any of 
the city councilmen elected. His plurality was 6,157 votes in 
his wru:d. On account of his stand against war, every newspaper 
in Chicago opposed him bitterly throughout the campaign. 

Mr. Kennedy made his campaign on the war issue, and in every 
speech he took occasion to declare himself as against war. • 

There was received in Washington to-day a petition against 
war with over 6,120 bona fide signers, which were secured in 
the city of Minneapolis in one day, and a wire late this after­
noon states that 11,000 more names have been secured to that 
petition. 

In New Ulm, l\1inn., at an election, according to a telegram 
received this afternoon, 485 votes were cast against war to 19 
for war. 

A telegram received from Philadelphia this afte1·noon expresses 
tersely the sentiment of the people. It reads: 

President Wilson said G('rman people were not consulted about enter-
ing the war. Were we? · 

(Signed) COMMON PEOPLE. 
And Congressman LuNDEEN, representing the Minneapolis dis­

trict, informs me that in response to letters addressed by poll 
lists to every voter in his district has up to this hour brought in 
returns from nearly 8,000 voters against declaring war on Ger­
many to less than 800 who favor such a declaration. 

Do not these messages indicate on the part of the people a 
deep-seated conviction that the United States should not enter 
the European war? The armed-ship bill meant war. Senators 
who opposed its ~g forced through Congress in the closing 
hours of the session were rebuked by the President. It is highly 
important, therefore, to note at this time that the President in 
his address on the 2d of this month takes the same view of 
arming merchant ships that was entertained by at least some 
of the Senators, including myself, when the armed-ship bill was 
before us for consideration. In his address of April 2 the Presi-· 
dent said: 

It is impossible to defend ships against their (submarine) attacks as 
the law of D\l.tions has assumed that merchantmen would defend them­
selves again.$t privateers o:c cruisers, visible craft giving chase .on the 
open sea. 

. He says~ in th'e .same acldress ; 
It [arming merchant ships] is practiC'ally certain to draw us Into the 

war without either 1he ·rights or the effectiveness of belligerents. 
I take satisfaction in noting that this is, exactly what I stated 

in an editorial in my magazine, which was published a short 
time after the armed-ship bill discussion. . 

I will read just a paragraph or two from that editorial : 
The armed ship bill was not only unC'onstitutional, it was in my 

judgment, foolish and inadequate. It pleased the supporters • ot this 
bil.l to. as ume that it was only necessary to place guns on merchant 
shiQS m order to defend them successfully against submarine attack 
There was no evidence before Congress that woul<l warrant the conclu: 
sion that arming these ships would afford protection. 

1. The ll;Vailable evidence points to the futility of such armament. 
The Laconw was armed, but she was torpedoed twice and sunk without 
a chance to fire a shot. Merchant ships of the allies are armed. Their 
great loss of tonnage is conclusive evidence that guns planted on mer­
cb_ant ships are ineffectual in warding ot't' submarine attack. It is 
cnminal to lure from our harbors our merchant ships witll passengers, 
crew, and frel~ht to embark on a voyage fraught with such imminent 
peril in the belle! that they ma~ resist attack. 

I venture to read hYo or three more paragraphs : 
2. The first question we should ask ourselves, before we enter on this 

war with .01?-r armed merchantmen or. our Navy for the express purpose 
of maiptammg our right to the seas, 1s: What will h appen to our ships ? 
If it IS so easy to clear the trans-Atlantic lanes of submarines why 
is not the British Admiralty keeping them open and free for our' com­
merce-since our carrying trade across the Atlantic now consists of 
supplies for the allies-food and ammunition? From all we can learn 
it appears that the British Navy is not attempting this perilous task, 
but is keeping inside carefully guarded harbors. 

What assurance ilave we that we can clear the German war zone 
with armed merchantmen or with battleships as convoys or with any 
of the so-called " submarine chasers "? 

Manifestly it is an undertaking which the British Admiralty declines 
for good and sufficient reason. . 

The American public is being woefully deceived. We are derided 
for hiding behind the British Navy. Moving pictures portray our fleet 
firing on submarines that instantly go to the bottom. The· daily papers 
are filled with stuff that would lead us to believe that we need only 
~~~~~n~ar, order out our fleet to scoru· the seas, and the war is ended 

It is admitted that the submarine discharges its torpedo with deadly 
accuracy at a range of 2 to 4 miles. 

It is admitted that the submarine, with its bull submerged several 
feet below the surface and exposing nothing but its periscope can dis-
charge its torpedo with equal cnance to achieve its purpose. ' 

The periscope furnishes a target no larger than a sailor's cap for 
merchant and naval gunners to fire at. 

, I have the best authority for the statement that the chances of hitting 
a ta_rget of that size at the distance of 2 miles, or of damaging a sub­
marme so submerged, would in a hundred shots be practically zero. 

WAR-1\fAD PRESS BREEDS IKTOLEP.ANCll. 
It is unfortunately true that a portion of the irresponsible 

and war-crazed press, feeling secure in the authority of the 
President's condemnation of the Senators who opposed the 
armed-ship bill, have published the most infamous and scur­
rilous libels on the honor of the Senators who opposed that 
bill. It was particulm·Iy unfortunate that such malicious false­
hoods should fill the public press of the country at a time wheu 
every consideration for our country requi£ed that a spirit of 
fairness should be obsen ed in the discussions of the momen­
tous questions under consideration. 

A member of the British Parliament is visiting in this coun­
try. He has had some opportunity to observe this new spirit of 
intolerance that has been bred in the press and through the 
press in the United States within the last few months that chal­
lenges the right of any man to utter his independent judgment 
on a question vital, sir, to the people of this Nation; vital to the 
interests of this Government. It has led him to institute some , 
comparisons between the conditions that prevail in Great Brit­
ain, a part of that war-torn territory of Europe, a.nd the condi~ 
tions that prevail here, where we still have peace. I have this 
comment of his upon it. I am not permitted to use his name,_ 
though he may be within the sound of my voice. 

He said: 
In England we feel that the theory of democracy requires the fulles t 

and frankest discussion of every measure. We feel that the minority 
has a right to a respectful hearing. This is the only way you can 
carry on a democracy, and keep it a democracy. 

Another strange thing I find is that in America you seem to expect 
that when the minority is beaten it will at once capitulate, declare it 
has been in the wrong, and join the majority. This is not democracy 
either. In England during the Boer War and this war, but especially 
ln the Boer War, there was an organized minority in Parliament­
there always has been in time of war. In the Boer War this minority 
was led by no less a person than David Lloyd-George. 

It you make it a.n American policy that when the majority has once 
spoken, the right and duty of the minority to express itself and fight 
for what it believes in ends, you have lost your democracy. There is 
no safety or wisdom in trying to suppress thought or to force men to 
silence. 

CO~STITUTI<h~ GIVES RIGHTS TO Jl,IINOIUTY. 

Mr. President, let me make another suggestion. It is this:_ 
That a minority in one Congress-mayhap a small minority 
in one Congress-protesting, exercising the rights which the 
Constitution confers upon a minority, may really be r epresenting 
the majority opinion of the country, and if, exercising the right 
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that the Constitution gives them, they succeed in defeating for 
the time being the will of the majority, they are but carrying out 
what was in the mind of the framers of the Constitution; 
that you may have from time to time in a legislative body 
a majority in numbers that really does not represent the prin­
ciple of democracy ; and that if the question could be deferred 
and carried to the people it would be found that a minority was 
the real representative of the public opinion. So, Mr. Presi­
dent, it-was that they wrote into the Constitution that a Presi­
dent-that one man-may put his judgment against the will of 
a majority not only in one branch of the Congress but in both 
branches of the Congress; that he may defeat the measure that 
they have agreed upon and may set his one single judgment 
above the majority judgment of the Congress. That seems, 
when you look at it nakedly, to be in violation of the principle 
that the majority shall rule; and so it is. Why is that power 

- given? It is one of those checks provided by the wisdom of the 
fathers to prevent the majority from abusing the power that 
they chance to have, when they do not reflect the real judgment, 
the opinion, the will of the majority of the people that consti­
tute the sovereign power of the democracy. 

We have had three immigration bills passed by Congress 
much in the same form, varying in some particulars, which 
have been vetoed by President Taft and twice vetoed by Presi­
dent Wilson. At recurring elections the people · send back the 
Members· who have passed that bill by an overwhelming ma­
jority; and still the President, exercising that power-that one­
man power-vetoes the legislation :r:atified by ·the people at the 
polls through the election of Members of Congress-thr_ough the 
election and reelection of Members of Congress with that legis­
lation one of the paramount issues. Mr. President, that might 
have been characterized as the exercise of a willful disposition, 
but it was not. 

So, too, Mr. President, we find that the framers of that great 
instrument wrote into it that one_-.fifth of the Members of either 
one of the two bo<lies of Congress might hold in check the auto­
cratic use of power by the majority on any question whatsoever. 
They armed a minority of. one-fifth of the body with the power 
to filibuster ; the power to demand a roll call-not a roll call, 
as some of the State constitutions provide, only upon matters 
which carry appropriations, but a roll call on every single ques­
tion upon which it pleases one-fifth of the body to demand a roll 
call. 

SUPREME POWER IS IN THE PEOPLE. 

What was the purpose of it? Not to make a record, for par­
liamentary legislative history shows that they had that right 
prior to that time, and always had it and could exercise it. 
No, no; it was the foresight of the makers of the Constitution 
of this great Government of ours desiring to perpetuate not the 
semblance of democracy but real democracy, and they said, 
"There may be ti~s when a majority, swept either by passion 
or misinformation, may do a wrongful thing to this Republic, 
and we will arm the minority in such emergencies against the 
undue exercise of majority power by placing in the hands of 
one-fifth the right to demand a roll call on every question." 
Exercised in the late hours of the session of a .Congress it 
would easily be possible for them to demand roll calls in such 
a way as to make an extra session necessary. But, oh, Mr. 
President, we have always and ever in this Republic of ours 
back of Congresses and statutes and back of Presidents the su­
preme power, the sovereign power of the people, and they can 
correct our errors and mistakes and our wrongdoing. They 
can take us out of our places, and if we abuse any power which 
the Constitution puts in the hands of a minority, it lies with 
them to call us to account; and the more important, the more 
profoundly and intensely important the question upon which 
such a power is abused by a minority, the more swift and sweep­
ing will be the punishment by the. people for the wrongful exer­
cise of it. 

We need not disturb ourselves because of what a minority 
may do. There is always lodged, and always will be, thank the 
God above us, power in the people supreme. Sometimes it 
sleeps, sometimes it seems the sleep of death; but, sir, the sov­
ereign power of the people never dies. It may be suppressed 
for a time, it may be misled, be fooled, silenced. l think, Mr. 
President, that it is being denied expression now. I think there 
will come a day when it will have expression. 

The poor, sir, who are the ones called upon to rot in the 
trenches, have no organized power, have no press to voice their 
will upon this question of peace or war; but, oh, :Mr. President, 
at some time they will be heard. -I hope and I believe they will 
be heard in an orderly and a peaceful way. I think they may 
be heard from before long. I think, sir, if we take this step, 
when the people to-day who are staggering under the bur<len of 
supporting families at the present_ prices of the necessaries of life 

find those prices multiplied, when they are raise<l a hundred per 
cent, or 200 per cent, as they will be quickly, aye, sir, when be­
yond that those who pay taxes come to have their taxes doubled 
and again doubled to pay the interest on the nontaxable bonds 
held by Morgan and his combinations, which have been issued 
to meet this war, there will come an awakening; they will have 
their day and they will be hearu. It will be as cerm in and as 
inevitable as the return of the tides, and as resistless, too. 

I promise my co1leagues that I will not be ternpte<l again to 
turn aside from the thread of my discussion as I han' outlined 
it here, and I will hasten with all possible speed. 

MA.Y NOT THE PRESIDE~T BE WRO:SG AGAI:S? 

Now that the President has in his message to us of April 2 
admitted the very charge against the armed-ship bill which we 
made I trust that he is fully convinced that the conduct of the 
Senators on the occasion in question was not unreasoned and 
obstinate, but that it was inspired by quite as high purposes 
and motives as can inspire the action of any public oflicial. 

I would not, however, have made this personal reference did 
not the question it suggests go to the very heart of the matter 
now under consideration. If the President was wrong when he 
proposed arming the ships; if that policy was, as he now says, 
" certain to draw us into the war without either the rights or the 
effectiveness of belligerents," is it so certain he is right now 
when he demands an unqualified declaration of war against 
Germany? If those Members of Congress who were supporting 
the President then were wrong, as it appears from the President's 
statement now they were, should not that fact prompt them to 
inquire carefully whether· they are right in supporting the pro­
posed declaration of war? If the armed-ship bill involved n 
course of action that was hasty and ill advised, may it not well 
be that this proposed declaration of war, which is being so hotly 
pressed, is also ill advised? With that thought in mind let us, 
with the earnestness and the singleness of purpose which the 
momentous nature of the question involves, be calm enough and 
brave enough to examine further the President's m1dress of 
April 2. 

III. 
'"PROMISE" OF THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT. 

In his address of April 2 the President says : 
Since April of last year the Imperial Go~rnment had somewhat 

restrained the commands of its undersea craft in conformity with its 
·promise then given to us that passenger boats should not be sunk, and 
that due warning would be given to all other vessels which its subma­
rines might seek to destroy when no resistance was offered or escape 
attempted, anu care taken that their crews were given at least a fair 
chance to save their lives in their open · boats. 

Beside that statement I wish to place exactly what the Ger­
man Goyernment did say : 

The German Government, moreover, is prepared to do its utmost to 
confine the operations of war for the rest of its duration to the fighting 
forces of the belligerents, thereby also insuring the freedom of the seas, 
a principle upon which the German Government believes, now as before, 
to be in agreement with the Government of the United States. 

me~~eo1i1~'1¥ni~~Je§~Df!~1h~ir£~ Jlr~~~ ~~;~i ~g;~~:sh~! :!~!f\!":d 
the following orders: In accordance with the general principles of visit 
and search and destruction of merchant vessels recognized by interna­
tional law, such vessels, both within and without the area declared as 
naval war zone, shall not be sunk without warning and without saving 
human lives, un.less these ships attempt to escape or offer resistance. 

But neutrals can not expect that Germany, forced to fight for her exist­
ence, shall, for the sake of neutral interest, restrict the use of an 
effective weapon if her enemy is permitted to continue to apply at will 
methods of warfare violating the rules of international law. Such a 
demand would be incompatible with the character of neutrality, and 
the German Government is convinced that the Government of the United 
States does not think of making such a demand, knowing that the Gov­
ernment of the United States bas repeatedly declared that it is deter­
mined to restore the prlncip~ of the freedom of the seas, from whatever 
quarter it is violated. 

Accordingly the German Government is confident that, in conse­
quence of the new orders issued to its naval forces, the Government of 
the United States will now also consider all impediments removed which 
may have been in the way of a mutual c.ooperation toward the r estora­
tion of the freedom of the seas during the war, as su6gested in the 

r~!eu~1t:d1~tires 1!1~· :on: J~~~ :~~ ~~~~ :::: tV:: Brltl~~G~~~r~: 
ment shall forthwith observe the rules of international law universally 
recognized before the war as they are laid down in the notes presented 
by the Government of the United States to the British Government on 
December 28, 1914, and November 5, 1915. Should the steps taken 
by the Government of the United States not attain the object it desires, 
to have the laws of humanity followed by all belligerc:mt nations, the 
German Government would then be facing a new situation, in which it 
must reserve itself complete liberty of decision. (May 4, 1916.) 

It must be perfectly apparent therefore that the promise, so 
called, of the German Government was conditioned upon Eng­
land's being brought to obedience of international law in her 
naval warfare. Since no one contends that England was brought 
to conduct her naval operations in accordance with interna­
tional law, and even the poor protests our Government has 
lodged against her show that she has not done so, was it quite 
fair to lay before the counh'Y a statement which . implies that 
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Germany had ·made an unconditional promise which she has 
dishonorably violated? 

Thls is a time · of all times when the public mind should be 
calm, not inflamed; when accuracy of statement is vitally essen­
tial to presenting the issues to the Congress and to the people 
of the country. 

IV. 
GE.RMANI"'S HUMANE PRACTICES. 

In his mes age of April 2 the President says : 
I was· for a little while unable to believ~ that such things [referring 

to German submarine methods of warfare] would in fact be done by 
any Go-rernment that had heretofore subscribed to th~ humane practices 
of civilized nation . International law had Its origin in the attempt to 
£et up some law wh!ch would be respected and observed upon the sea, 
whet·e no nation bad right of dominion and where lay the free highways 
of the world. By painful stage after stage has that law been built up 
with meager enough results indeed, aftet· au was accomplished that 
could be accomplished, but always with a clear view at least o! what 
the heart and conscience of mankind demanded. 

The recognition by the President that Germany had always 
heretofore subscribed to the humane practices of civilized na­
tions is a most important statement. Does it not suggest a ques­
tion- as to why it is that Germany has departed from those 
practices in the present war? What the President had so ad­
mirably stated about international law and the painful stage 
by which it has been builded up is absolutely true. But in thls 
connection would it not be well to say also that it was England, 
not Germany, who refused to obey the declaration of London, 
waich repre ente<l the most humane ideas and was the best 
statement of the rules of international lq,w as applied to naval 
warfare ? Keep that in mind. Would it not have been fair to 
say, and to keep in mind, that Germany offered to abide by 
those principles and England refused; that in response to our 
request Germany off~'Ted to cease absolutely from the use of 
submarines in what we characterized an unlawful manner if 
England would cease from equally palpable and cruel violations 
of in ternational 1aw in her conduct of naval warfare? 

v. 
GERMANY'S WlllFARE IS -AGAINST MANKI~D. 

The President in his message of April 2 says: 
Tile present German warfare against commerce is a warfare against 

mankind. It is a war again t all nations. 
Again referring to Germany's warfare he says: 
There has been no discrimination. The challenge is to all mankind. 
Is it not ·a little peculiar that if Germany's warfare is agatnst 

all nations the United States is the only nation that regards 
it necessary to t1eclare war on that account? If it is true, as the 
President says, that "there has been no discrimination," that 
Germany has treated every neutral as she has treated us, is it 
not peculiar that no other of the great nations of the ·em'th seem 
to regard Germany's conduct in this war as a cause for entering 
into it? Are we the only nation jealous of out- rights? Al·e we 
the only nation insisting upon the protection of our citizens? 
Does not the strict neutrality maintained on the part of all the 
other nations of the earth suggest that possibly the1·e is a reason 
for their action, and that that reason is that Germany's conduct 
under the circumstances does not merit from any nation which 
,is determined to preserve its neutrality a declaration of war? 

Norway, Sweden, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Denmark, 
Spain, and all the great Republics of South America are quite 
ns interested in this subject as we are, and yet they ha-ve refused 
to join with us in "n combination against 'Germany. I 'Venture 
to suggest also that th-e nations named, nnd probably others, 
have a somewhat better right to be heard than we, for by refus­
ing to sell war material and munitions to any of the belligerents 
they have placed themselves in a position where the suspicion 
which attaches to us of a desire for 'var profits can not .attach 
to them. 

On August 4, 1014, the Republic of ·Brazil declared the expor­
tation of war mat~r1el from Brazilian ports to any . of · these 
powers at war to be strictly forbidden, whether such exports 
be under the Brazilian flag or that of any other country. 

In that connection I note the following' dispatch frotn Buenos 
Aires, appearing in the Washington papers of yesterday: 

President Wilson's war address was rece1-ted here with intere~t, but 
no particular enthusiasm. • • * Government officials and poli­
ticians have adopteu a cold shoulder toward the United States policy­
an attituue apparently based on apprehension lest South American 
interests suffer. . 

The newspaper Razon's view was illustrative of thls. "Does 
not the United States consider this an opportune time to consoli­
date the imperiali"'tic policy everywhere north of Panama?" it 
said. 

This is the question that neutral nations the world over are 
asking. Are we seizing upon. this war to consolidate and ertend 
an imperialistic policy? \Vc complain also because l\:Icxico bas. 
turned the cold shoulder to us, and are wont to look for sinister 

reasons-for her attitude. ·Is it any wonder that she should also 
turn the cold shoulder when she sees us unit-e with Great Britain. 
an empire foun-ded upon her conquests and subjugation of 
weaker nations. There is no doubt that the sympathy of Norway, 
Sweden, and other countries close to the scene of war is already 
with Germany. It is apparent that tl1ey view with alarm the 
entrance into the European struggle of the stranger from across 
the sea. It is suggested by some that our entrance into the war 
will shorten it It is my firm belief, based upon such informa­
tion as I have, that our entrance into the wnr will not only pro­
long it, but that it will vastly e:rtend its area by drawing in 
other nations. 

VI. -

NO Q'UARREL 'WITH 1'HE GERliiA~ PEOPLlll. 

In his message of April 2, the President said : 
We have no quarrel wlth the German people-it was not upon their 

impulse that their Government acted in entering this wur, it was not 
with their previou~knowledge or approval. 

Again he says : 
We ar(', let me say again, sincere friends of t he German people aml 

shall desire nothing so much as the early rctstablishment of intimate 
relations of mutual udvantag~ between us. 

At least, the German people., then, are not outlaws. What i-s 
the thing the Pre ident asks us to do to the e German people 
of whom he speaks so highly and whose sincere friend he de­
clares us to be? 

Here ~s what he declares we shall do in tl~is war. We shall 
undertake, he says-

The utmost practicable coop-eration in <:ouncil and action with the 
Governments now at war with Germany, and as an incident to that, 
the e.xten ion to those Governments of the m1lst liberal financial cre..Hts 
in order that our l'esources may, so far a.s possible, be added to theirs. 

" Practicable cooperation ! " Practicable cooperation with 
England and her allies in· starving to death the old men and 
women, the children, the sick and the maimed of Germany. 
The thing we are asked to c1o is the thlng I have stated. It is 
idle to talk of a wat· upon n government only. We are leagued 
in this war, or it is the President's proposition that we shall be 
so leagued, with the hereditary enemies of Germans. Any 
war with Germany, or any other country for that matter, would 
be bitd enough, but there nre not words strong enough to "roice 
my protest against the proposed combination with the entente 
allies. When we cooperate with tho Governments we indor e 
their methods, we indorse the violations of int-ernational law 
by Great Britain, we indorse · the shameful methods of war­
fare against which we have again and again protested in this 
war ; we indorse her purpose to wr-eak upon the German people 
the animosities which for years her people have been taught to 
ch-erish against Germany ; finally when tile end comes, whatever 
it may be, we find our elves in cooperation with our nHy, Great 
Britain, and if we can not resist now the pressure she is ex­
erting to CUl'ry US into the war, how can we hope to resist, then, 
the thousandfold greater pressure she will exert to bend us to 
her purposes and compel compliance With her demands? 

We do not know what they nre. We do not know what is in 
the minds of those who have made the comrmct, but we are to 
subscribe to it. We are irrevocably, by our votes here, to 
marry ourselves to a nondivorceable proposition· veiled from us 
now. Once enlisted, once in the copartnership, we will be car­
ried through with the purposes, whatev-er they may be, of which 
we now know nothing. 

Sir, if we are to enter upon this war in the manner the Pres­
ident demands, let us throw pretense to the winds, let us be 
honest, let us.admit that this is a ruthless war against not only 
Germany's army and her navy but against her civilian popula­
tion as well, and frankly state that the purpose of Germany's 
hereditary European enemi-es has become om· purpose. 

VII. 
MUST SPEXD OUR WIIOLE FORCE TO WI~. 

Again, the President says ,. we are about to accept the gage 
of battle with this natural foe of liberty and shall, if necessary, 
spend the whole force of the Nation to check and nullify its 
pretensions and its power." That much, at least, is clear ; that 
program is definite. The whole force and power of this Nation, 
if necessary, is to be used to bring victory to the entente allies, 
and to us as their ally in this war. Remember, that not ret 
has the "whole force" of one of the warring nations been used. 
Co tless millions are suffering from want and privation ; 
countless other millions are den.d and rotting on foreign battle 
fields ; countless other millions are crippled and main1ed, 
blinded, and dismembered; upon all and upon their children's 
chlldren for generations to come has been laid a burden of debt 
which must be worked out in poverty and suffering, but the 
"whole force" of no one of the warring nations has :ret been 
expended; but our "whole force" shall be expended, so says the 
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Presideut. \Ve are pledged by the President, so far as he can 
pledge us, to make this fair, free, and happy land of ours the 
same slmmbles and bottomless pit of horror that we see in 
Europe to-day. 

VIII. 

THIS IS A WAB OF DEMOCRACY. 

Just a word of comment more upon one of the points in the 
President's address. He says that this is a war " for the things 
which we have always carried nearest to our hearts-for de­
mocracy, for the right of those who submit to authority to have 
a voice in their own government." In many places throughout 
the nddress is this exalted sentiment given expression. 

It is a sentiment peculiarly calculated to appeal to American 
hearts and, when accompanied by acts consistent with it, is cer­
tain to receive our support; but in this same connection, and 
strangely enough, the President says that we have become con­
vinced that the German Government as it now exists-" Prus­
sian autocracy" he calls it--can never again maintain friendly 
relations with us. His expression is that "Prussian autocracy 
was not and could n~ver be our friend," and repeatedly through­
out the address the suggestion is made that if the German people 
would overturn their Government it would probably be the 
way to peace. So true is this that the dispatches from London 
all hailed the message of the President as sounding the death 
knell of Germany's Government. 

But the President proposes alliance with Great Britain, 
which, however liberty-loving its people, is a hereditary mon­
archy, with a hereditary ruler, with a hereditary House of 
Lords, with a hereditary landed system, with a limited and re­
stricted suffrage for one class and a multiplied suffrage power 
for another, and with grinding industrial conditions for all the 
wageworkers. The President has not suggested that we make 
our support of Great Britain conditional to her granting home 
rule to Ireland, or Egypt, or India. We rejoice in the establi h­
ment of a democracy in Russia, but it will hardly be contended 
that if Russia was still an autocratic Government, we would not 
be asked to enter this alliance with her just the same. Italy . 
and the lesser powers of Europe, Japan in the Orient; in fact, 
all of the countries with whom we are to ~nter into alliance, 
except France and newly revolutionized Russia, are still of the 
old order-and it will be generally conceded that no one of them 
has done as much for its people in the solution of municipal 
problems and in securing social and industrial reforms as Ger­
many. 

Is it not a remarkable democracy which leagues itself with 
allies already far overmatching iii strength the German nation 
and holds out to such beleaguered nation tl:i hope of peace only 
at the price of giving up their Government? I am not talking 
now of the merits or demerits of any government, but I am 
speaking of a profession of democracy that is linked in action 
with the most brutal and domineering use of autocratic power. 
Are the people of this country being so wen represented in this 
war movement that we need to go abroad to give other people 
control of their governments? Will the President and the sup­
porters of this war bill submit it to a vote of the people before 
the declaration of war, goes into effect? Until we are willing to 
do -that, it illy becomes us to offer as an excuse for our entry 
into the war the unsupported claim that this war was forced 
upon the German people by their Government "without their 
previous knowledge or approval." 

Who has registered the knowledge or approval of the Ameri­
can people of the course this Congress is called upon to take 
in declaring war upon Germany? Submit the question to the 
people, you who support it. You who support it dare not do it, 
for you know that by a vote of more than, ten to one the American 
people as a body would register their declaration against it . . 

In the sense that this war is being forced upon our people 
without their knowing why and without their approval, and 
that wars are usually forced upon all peoples in the same way, 
there is some truth in the statement; but I venture to say that 
the response which the German people have made to the de­
mands of this war shows that it has a degree of popular sup­
port which the war upon whi~h we aue entering has not and 
never will have among our people. The espionage bills, the 
conscription bills, and otll:er forcible military measures which 
we understand are being ground out of the war machine in this 
country is the complete proof that those responsible for this 
war fear that ifhas no popular support and that armies iluffi.­
cient to satisfy the demand of the entente allies can not be re­
cruited by voluntary enlistments. 

• THE EVE~TS REVIEWED WHICH HAVE LED UP TO THE PRESENT SITUATION. 

· I d~sire at this point .to revie~ as briefly as possible, but with 
absolute accuracy and fairness, the events. occurring since the 
commencement of· the present European war, which have 

brought us to the very brink of war with the Germ.an· Empire. 
I enter upon this task the more freely because every fact to 
which I refer is undisputed, and the events I shall relate are 
so fresh in the minds of every Senator that if I should err in 
any particular I will no doubt be quickly corrected. 
1 . WITH THE CAUSES OF THE PRESENT WAR IN l!lUROPE WE HAVE N01'HING 

TO DO. 

When in the middle of the summer of 1914 the great )Y~n· 
broke out in Europe our r·elations with every one of the un­
fortunate countries involved were in every way friendly. It is 
true that many years before we had bad some differences with 
France, but they had long since been adjusted, and we felt 
toward the French people and toward the Government of France, 
like ours Republican in form, nothing but sincere and eli inter­
ested friendship. With England the situation was a little dif­
ferent. 'Ve had fought two bloody wars with England-<>ne to 
obtain our independence as a people, and later the War of 1812, 
with the cau es and consequences of which we are all familiar. 
But the ties of race and language and long commercial associ­
ation had taught us to forget much in British conduct and 
diplomacy which we have felt was wrong and unfair in her 
dealings with us and with other countries. 

'Vith Germany likewise our relations were friendly. :Many 
hundreds of thousands of the subjects of Germany had emi­
grated to this country, and they and their descendants had 
shown themselves to be in every way most worthy and desirable 
citizens. The great Civil 'Var which saved the Union was suc­
cessful largely through the services rendered by Germans, both 
as officers and as men serving in the ranks. B . . A. Gould, in 
a work dealing with some of the phases of the Civil War, 
and prepared soon after its close, among other things, pre­
sented a table of the relative number of foreign-born soldiers 
in the Union Army . . I quote from that table as follows: 
English ------------------------------------------------ 45, 508 
Canadian------------------------------------------~---- 53,532 
Irish-------------------------------------------------- 144, 221 
Germnn------------------------------------------------ 18~ 58 All other foreign born _____________________ ,______________ 48, 410 

J'.ater and more careful investigation of the statistics show 
that there were in reality 216,000 native Germans in the Union 
Army, a~d, besides this, more than 300,001) Union soldiers who 
were born of German parents. • 

More than one-half a million of the men who carrjed the 
musket to keep this Government of ours undivided upon the 
map of the world were men who are now having their patriot­
ism and loyalty to this country questioned, with secret-service 
men dogging their footsteps. 

Who does not remember, a-mong the most ballant and distin­
guished officers in the Union Army, Schurz, Sigel, Rosecrans, 
and scores of others? It is ·wen to recall also that when Pre i.­
dent Lincoln issued his call for volunteers they volunteered 
much more largely from the German-settled States of the Middle 
West than from the war-mad States of the East. Is history 
to repeat itself? 

The German people, either in this country or in the father­
land, need no tribute from me or from anyone else. In what­
ever land they have lived they have left a record of courage, 
loyalty, honesty, and high ideals second to no people which 
have ever inhabited this earth since the dawn of history. If 
the German people are less likely to be swept off their feet in 
the present crisis than some other nationalities, it is due to 
two facts. In the first place, they nave a livelier appreciation 
of what war means than has the average American, and, in the 
second place. German speaking and reading people have had. 
an opportunity to get both sides of the present controversy, 
which no one could possib1y have, who has depended for his 
information solely on papers printed in English and English 
publications. 

I have said that with the causes of the present war we have 
nothing to do. That is true. \Ve certainly are not J;esponsible 
for it. It originated from causes beyond the. sphere of onr 
-influence and outside the realm of our responsibility. It is 
not inadmissible, however, to say that no responsible narrator 
of the events -\vhich have led up to this greatest of all wars has 
failed to hold that the Government of each country engaged in 
it is at fault for it. For my own part, I believe that this war, 
like nearly all others, originated in the selfish ambition and. 
cruel greed of a comparatively few men in each Government 
who saw in war an opportunity for profit and power for them­
selves, and who were wholly indifferent to the awfql suffering 
they knew that war would bring to the masses. The German 
people had been taugltt to believe that sooner or later war was 
inevitable with .England and France anu probably .Russia allie.<] 
against her. It is unfortunately true that there was much in 
the secret diplomacy of· the years immediately preceding the 
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breaking out of the war in 1914 to afford foundation for such 
belief. The· secret treaty between France and England for the 
partition of Morocco, while making a public treaty with Ger: 
many, the terms of which were diametrically opposite to those 

· of the secret treaty, did much to arouse the suspicion and 
hostility of the German people toward both France and England. 

I doubt if the diplomatic history of any of the nations of the 
earth in civilized times can show so reprehensible, so di3· 
honest, so perjured a record as the Moroccan affair brings 
home to the doors of those who were responsible for that 
Moroccan treaty, the diplomatic _agents of the French and the 
English Governments. 

Think of it, 1\fr. President! German citizens had. acquired 
property as individual purchasers in the rich mineral fields of 
Morocco. A treaty was entered into between England, France, 
and Germany which protected all the interests of all those who 
signed the treaty. Then France and England executed a treaty, 
certain provisions of which were not published when the treaty 
was published. By the terms of. these secret provisions German 
enterprise was to be driven out of Morocco. 1\fark you, i t was 
not the people of France and England-it was not even the Gov­
ernments of the respective countries-which were guilty of the 
great wrong committed against both Morocco. and Germany, but 
less than a half dozen ambitious, intriguing diplomats, who 
made the secret plan to divide Morocco between France and 
Spain. Germany was to be thrown out. England backed up 
IJ,ranee and Spain in the disreputable deal and .received for her 
part of the swag the relinquishment of France to .all rights 
which she had theretofore claimed in Egypt. It was not u ntil 
those facts came out that real hostile feeling between Germany 
and England began to develop. Herein history will · find the 
real cause for this war. England would tolerate no commercial 
rivalry. Germany would not submit to isolation. 

Of this incident Mr. W. T. Stead, in the Review of Reviews 
for December, 1911, had this to say: 

We were nearly involved in the stupendous catastrophe of a gi­
gantic war with the greatest of all the world powers in order to enabh 
France to tear up the treaty of Algeciras by taking possession of the 
Empire of Morocco, whose independence and integrity we were pledge(! 
to defend. It is not to our interest to make over to France a vast 
domain in nortbrrn AfrJca. • * * The fact remains that in order 
to put France in possession of Morocco we all lmt went to war with 
Germany. We have escaped war, but we have no.t escaped the natural 
and abiding enmJty of the German people. Is ii possible to frame a 
heavier indictment of the foreign policy of any British ministry? The 
'flecret, the open secret of tbe almost incl'edible crime against treaty 
faith, British interests, and the peace of the world is the unfortunatP. 
fact that Sir Edward Grey has been dominated by men at the foreign 
office who believe all considerations must be subordinated to tbe 
supreme duty of thwarting Germany at every turn, even if in so 
<Joing BritiEh Interests, treaty faith, and the peace of the world are 
trampled underfoot. I speak that of which I know. 

This is but one of the many instances that illustrate the char­
acter of the diplomacy which has been conducted in Europe 
during the last few years, and it is in this kind of diplomacy 
that w.e must become a partner also if we become a party to the 
war. 

l\fr. KNOX. Mr. President-- . 
· The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Wis­
consin yield to the Senator from Pennsylvania? 

:Mr. LA FOLLETTE. If it does not divert me from the 
course of my remarks. 

· Mr. KNOX. It is merely to ask a que tion. From 'Yhom was 
the Senator reading? I did not catch the name if the Senator 
stated it. 

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. It was from "William T . Stead. 
A celebrated Englishman, Sir John Fisher, as a delegate 

to one of the early Hague conferences, is credited with having 
said: 

In case of war I should have only one aim, even it I bad t9 violate 
every one of the rules laid down by the peace .conference-to win. The 
diplomats can negotiate afterwards. (See "The Inevitable War," by 
Francis Delaisi.) 

Such were the ideals the people of Europe had been taught 
'to hold in preparation for the great war. 

ments with whom· Great Britain is or may be at war also agree to such 
application. Mr. Bryan further instructs Mr. Page to state that the 
Government of the United States believes that an acceptance of th"ese 
laws by the belligerents would prevent grave misunderstandings -which 
may arise as to the relations between neutral powers and the bellig­
erents. Mr. Bryan adds that it is earnestly hoped that this inquiry may 
receive favo~·able consideration. · 

Germany and Austria promptly replied that they would be 
bound by the declaration of London. I quote the reply of each : 

AIIIERICAN EMBASSY, 
Vienna, August 13, 1911J-E p. m. 

Your August 6th. Austro-Hung:trian Government have -instructed 
their forces to observe stipulations of declaration of London as applied 
to naval as well as land warfare during present conflict, conditional on 
like observance on part of the enemy. 

PENFIEL.D. 

.AMERICAN EIIIDASSY, 
Berlin, A.ug1Mt 22, J.S1lj-12 midnight. 

.Mr. Gerard refers to department's August 19, 4 p. m., and says his 
August 20, 1 a. m., by way of Copenhagen, states that the German 
Government will apply the declaration of London, provided its provisions 
are not disregarded by other belligerents. 

Russia and France waited to hear from England. Ambassador 
Page finally transmitted England's reply on August 27, 1914. 
That r eply, omitting the immaterial parts, was as follows: 

I have the honor to inform your excellency that His Majesty's Gov· 
ernment, who attach great importance to the views expressed in your 
excellency's note are animated by a keen desire to consult so far as 
possible the interests of neutral countries, have given this matter their 
most careful consideration, and have pleasure in stating that they 
have decided to adopt generally the rules of the declaration in question, 
subject to certain modifications and additions which they judge inclis­
pensable to the efficient conduct of their naval operations. A detailed 
explanation of these additions and modifications is contained in the 
inclosed memorandum. 

The necessary steps to carry the above decision into effect have now 
been taken by the issue of an order in council, of which I have the honor 
to inclo e copies herein for your excellency's information and for trans· 
mission to your Government. 

The modifications and additions quoted which Great Britain 
made to the declaration of London we~e so completely sub­
versive of the essential principles provided by that declaration 
that nothing was left to do except to treat the British answer 
as a refusal to be bound in any material respect by the declara­
tion of London, and accordingly on October 22, 1914, onr Gov­
ernment replied as follows: 

Inasmuch as the British Government consider that the conditions-of 
the present European conflict make it impossible for them to accept 
'vithout modification the declaration of London, you are nequested to 
inform His Majest:v's Government that in the circumstances the Gov­
crnlllent of the United States feels obliged to withdraw its suggestion 
that the declaration of London be adopted as a temporary code of 
naval warfare to be obseryed by belli~erents and neutrals durin_g the 
present war; that therefore this Government will insist that the rights 
and duties of the United States and its citizens in the present war be 
defined by the existing rulPR of international law and the treaties of 
the United States .irrespective of the prov!Eions of the declaration of 
London; and that this Government re erves to itself the right to enter 
a protest or demand in each case in which those rights and duties so 
defined are violated or their free exercise interfered with by the au­
thorities of His Britannic Majesty's Government. 

LANSING. 
Thus was the first step taken in that ruthless naval warfare 

which has since horrified the civilized world. Thus did Great 
Britain initiate her naval warfare, and induce her allies to do 
the same, by repudiating the rules of naval warfare and the 
rights of neutrals upon the sea, which had been declared and 
agreed to by the representatives of all the great powers of the 
world, including our own. Of co.urse, it is well understood 
that tbe governments had not ratified it, but their representa­
tives had agreed to it. 

Mr. KNOX. Mr. President-- . 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Wis· 

cousin yield to the Senator from Pennsylvania? 
1\Ir. LA FOLLETTE. I certainly do. 
Mr: KNOX. In the interest only of accuracy, may I ask, do 

I understand the Senator to state that all of the powers had 
agreed to the. declaration of London? Is that correct? 

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. I stated that the representatives of 
all of the powers had signed and agreed to it. 

2. ENGLAND'S REP"GDlATION OF THE DECLARATION OF LONDON. :Mr. KNOX. But .it had not been ratified by the gO\el'n· 
On August 6, 1914, and within a:--few days after the beginning ments. 

of the war, Secretary Bryan through Ambassador Page inquired Mr. LA FOLLETTE. It had not been. I had alreauy so 
whether England would agree that the naval ·warfare should be stated before the Senator from Pennsylvania rose. . 
conuucted according to the declaration of London. Mr. KNOX. Did the Senator state specifically that Great 

A,t the same time the same inquiry was addressed to the Britain had never ratified the declaration of London? 
-re pective Governments of the warring countries through our Mr. LA FOLLETTE. I did not; but I now state that fact. 
ambassadors at St. Peter burg, Paris, Berlin, and Vienna. The :Mr. KNOX. The Senator so understands it? · 
·inquiry aduressed to Great Britain was as follows : Mr. LA FOLLETTE. I so understand it;_ but I say that the 

DEPARTME::-<T oF STATE, representatives, the enlightened men who were sen.t there by 
. Wasllington, A.·ugust 6, 1911,-1 p. m. . thei.c respective governments, in the calmness of the delibera­

. l\lr. Bryan instructs Mr. Page to inquire whether the British Govern- tions of that assembly wrote the declaration of London as the 
m~mt is willing to agree that the laws of naval warfare ·as laid down I · · · · h · · f 1 1 1 · by the declaration of London of· 1900 shall be applicable to naval war- _e?tl>resswn-the enhgJ:t~ned, _ _ -qmane- expressiOn---'-0 t 1e rues? 
tare .during t,he present conflict in Europe, provided that the Gov~r~- warfare ba~ed upon . mternaponal law, as thE>y understood 1t, 
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and that final and formal ratification by the governments had 
not been consUli'lmated does not change that fact. 

Thls case of ours in going into this war will not be tried by 
history upon technicalities, but upon great fundamental, under­
lying principles, and the declaration of London was the expres­
sion-the codification of the well-settled and accepted principles 
of international law on the subjects covered relating to naval 
warfare by the most advanced governments of the world. And 
the Government of Germany that ~s arraigned here every hour 
as the most bloodthirsty Government on earth, responding to 
the inquiry of our Government, agreed that she would suspend 
or wipe out her right to the use of the submarine in conformity 
with our suggestions provided that the rules laid down in the 
London declaration were adhered to by all of those who had par­
ticipated in it and who were then parties to the war. 

Mr. STONE. Mr. President--
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. .Does the Senator from Wis­

consin yield to the Senator from Missouri? 
l\1r. LA FOLLETTE. I yield for a question. 
Mr. STONEJ. The question is suggested by what the Senator 

from Pennsylvania [1\Ir. KNox] asked the Senator from Wis­
consin, whether the Government of Great Britain had ever 
ratified the declaration of London. Did the Government of 
Great Britain, or any other of the governments participating in 
the conference, reject that declaration? 

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. I believe they never did. I think I am 
entirely safe in saying that they had never rejected or disaffirmed 
the ad of th-eir representatives in the London conference. 

For reasons which become clearer as we advance it suited 
England's policy to disregard the rules of civilized naval war­
fare as the same were codified and clearly set forth in the· 
declaration of London and revert to that indefinite and con­
flicting body of precedents called international law, in which 
can be found authority for doing anything you have the power 
to do. 

The declaration of London, promulgated in 1909, as I have 
stated, was the work of the accredited representatives of the 
leading nations of the world, who met in London at England's 
request . . Among the nations represented were Germany, the 
United States, Austria, Russia, France, Great Britain, Italy, 
Japan, Holland, and other leading nations. The way had been 
prepared for such a. great conference by the various Hague 
conventio:ds and the discussions therein. The sentiment of 
the civilized world demanded such a conference, and the nations 
of the world accepted the declaration of London as being tl;le 
best and most humane statement of the rules of naval warfare 
which couid be prepared. The very first paragraph of the 
declaration is: 

The signatory powers are agreed in declaring that tbe rules con­
tained in the following chapters correspond in substance with the gen­
erally recognized principles of international law. 

Article 65 provided, " the provisions of the present declaration 
form an indivisable whole. 

GREAT BRITAIN'S .ACTIO~ MADE RESULT IXEVtT.AnLE. 

When, therefore, Great Britain made waste paper of this 
declaration, as she did aarly in the war, it ought not to have 
been difficult to have foreseen the mevitable result. There are 
a few simple propositions of iriternational law embodied in the 
declaration of London to which in this connection it is impor­
tant to call attention. One is that "a blockade must be limited 
to the ports and coasts belonging to or occupied by the enemy." 
(See art. 1.) 

That has been international law ever since we have had a body 
of international rules called international law, and that was 
expressed in the London declaration, which was joined in by 
the representatives of Great Britain. If that had been adhered 
to, no declaration taking thJ_s country into the· war would be 
before us this afternoon. 

I reP.eat it. One of the declarations reads as follows: 
A blockade must be limited to the ports and coasts belonging to or 

occupied by the enemy. (See art. 1.) 
Another is that a blockade in order to be binding upon any­

one must be " maintained by a force sufficiently large to pre­
vent access to the enemy coast." (See art. 2.) Not by sow­
ing the open sea with deadly contact mines, but by a force 
which shall maintain the blockade of the ports. (See art. 2.) 

Another is that a blockade must under no circumstances bar 
access to the ports or to the coasts of neutral countries. 

The -press of this country has attempted, froiL the very be­
ginning, to show that the Go-vernment of the United States 
dul'ing the Civil War set up and established precedents that 
violated the proposition enunciated in the statement which I 
have just read. A decisio:1 of the Supreme Court of this coun­
tl~y-and. i~ is to f4e :Qonor of America that it can be, recited­
denied to tllis Government, when it was fighting for its ex­
istence in the Civil War, the right to stop the shipment of goods 

from England up the Rio Grande to be landed on the 1\fexican 
side, but really thereafter to be transported across to Browns­
ville, Tex., for the benefit of the Southern Confederacy. An 
opinion was written by the Supreme Court that will thrill with 
pride every American heart. At that time, Mr. President, the 
court must have been under every temptation which can be 
made to appeal to the human heart to_ shave and shade its Views 
to meet the exigencies of our Government, but against the in­
terests of this Government and in vindication of the principle 
of law necessary to the maintenance of a body of international 
rules to protect the rights of· neutral commerce and maintain 
peace between neutral nations and belligerents they denied the 
interests · of this Government in that perilous hour and sus­
tained the right of the owners of the vessel. This is the hold­
ing. in the Peter hoff case ( 5 Wall., 28) . 

Another important service rendered by the declaration of 
London to a ciVilized world was the clear statement it furnished 
of articles which were contraband, conditional contraband, and 
those Which under no circumstimces could be declared contra­
band. (See arts. 22 to 27.) 

Talk about making war, about hurling this Government into 
the bottomless pit of the European conflict to sustain the prin­
ciples of international law under which we have suffered the 
loss of some ships and some human lives, when England, by 
her course in rejecting the declaration of London and in the 
manner of conducting her naval warfare, has wiped out the 
established rules of international law which had grown up 
through the centuries and opened the pathway and set. us upon 
the road we have followed straight to the proceedings which 
engage the attention of the Senate this afternoon. 

ENGLAND OVERTUllNED LAW OF CONTR.ABL~D. 

The distinction between articles that are contraband and 
those that are conditional contraband and free is well under­
stood. I will not trespass upon the time of the Senate to dis­
cuss it. Articles which are contraband are always liable to 
capture by one belligerent if shown to be destined to territory 
belonging to or occupied by the enemy, or if it ¥vas destined to 
the armed forces of the enemy, no matter to what particular 
port the contraband might be billed. Of this class, according 
to the declaration of London, were all kinds of arms, ammuni· 
tion, projectiles powder, clothing and equipment of purely a 
military character, and other articles used exclusively for war. 
Conditional contraband was not liable to capture if bound for 
a neutral port, and in any case the governm€nt asserting the 
right to capture it, even when it was moving direct to the 
enemy country, was obliged to prove that it was destined for 
the use of the enemy armed forces and not to the civilian popu­
lation. Conditional contraband, acco1'ding to the declaration of 
London, included food of all kinds, clothing, vehicles, tools, 
and a vast multitude of other things enumerated which, while 
they might be used by the armed forces, were also susceptible 
of use by the civilian population. Good on the free list could 

· move unhindered to the enemy country in either direct or indi­
rect trade. Among the articles on the free list, according to the 
declaration of London, was raw cotton, wool, substantially all 
other raw materials, and a great variety of other articl~s neces­
sary for a civilian popuiation. Goods from the enemy country 
could not be stopped, except by an effective blockade, 

There is no escape from these propositions. They are to be 
found in every work upon international law, approved by every 
court that has ever passed upon the questions relating to contra­
band, as shown by an unbroken line of decisions. 

As late as the Boer War, Lor-d Salisbury-now "'et this into 
your minds if your attention has not been directed to it before­
when asked the position of the British Government regarding food­
stuffs, which were and always had been conditional contraband, 
Lord Salisbury said : 

Foodstuffs with a hostile destination can be considered contralmnc1 o.f 
war only if they are supplied for the enemy's forces. It is not sufficient 
that they are capable of being so used; it must be shown that this was 
in fact their destination at the time of the seizure. (Hales' American 
Rights at Sen., p. 11.) 

In the very firs-t days of the war with Germany, Great Britain 
set aside and reversed this well-established rule nnnounced by 
Lord Salisbury as to foodstuffs. Had she obeyed that rule of 
law Germany would have received food for her civilian popula­
tion through neutral merchantmen and our neutral coiDlllerce 
would not have been attacked by G-erman submarines. Now, 
that is the way history is going to record it, Senators. That is 
the undisputed f.act and there is nothing else to be snid about it. 
It has pleased those who have been conducting this campaign 
through the press to make a jumble of the issue , until the nub­
lie sees nothing, thinks of nothing but the wrongs committed by 
the German submarine, and hears notlling, knows nothing of 
wrongdoing of England that forced G€rmany to take the course 
she has taken or submit to the unlawful stai·ving of her civilian 
population. 
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OUR NEUTRAL RIGHTS SET ASIDE. DEPARTME 'T OF STATE, • 

Now; I want to repeat: It was our absolute right as a neutral Washington, February 20, 1915. 

to Shl·p food to the people of Germany. That is a position that You will please deliver to Sir Edward Grey the following identic note which we are sending England and Germany : 
we have fought for through all of our history. The correspond- In view of the corres~ondence which has passed between this Govern­
·ence of every Secretary of State in the history of our Government ment and Great Britarn and Germany, respectively, relative to the 

h h · ht f t 1 declaration of a war zone by the German Admiralty and the use of 
who has been called upon to deal wit t e rig s 0 our neu ra neutral flags by British merchant vessels, this Government ventures 
commerce as to foodstuffs is the positiQil stated by Lord Salis- to express the hope that the two belligerent Governments may, through 
bury, just'quoted. He was in line with all of the precedents that reciprocal concessionsJ find a basis for agreement which will relieve 
we had originated and established for the maintenance of neutral neutral ships engagea in peaceful commerce from the great dangers 

which they will incur in the high seas adjacent to the coasts of the 
rights upon this subject. belligerents. 

In the first days of the war with Germany, Great Britain set The Government of the United States respectfully suggests that an 
f h d t ed ll t h les agreement in terms like tbe following might be entered into. This 

aside, so ar as er own con uc was concern • a ese ru suggestion is not to be regarded as in any sense a proposal made by 
of civilized naval warfare. . this Government, for it of course tully recognizes that it is not its 

According to the declaration of London, as well as the rules privilege to propose terms of agreement between Great Britain and 
d h b · t f · Germany, even though the matter be one in which it and the 

of international law, there coul ave een no 10 er erence 10 people of the United States are directly and deeply interested. It is 
trade between the Unitefl States and Holland or Scandinavia merely venturing to take the liberty which it hopes may be accorded a 
and other counh·ies , except in the case of ships which could sincere friend desirous of embarra~sing neither nation inv?lved and 
be proven to carry absolute contraband like arms and ammuni- of serving, if it may, the common ~terests of humanity. 'I~e course 
. . . . : o~t]fned is offered in the hope that It may draw forth the views and 

twn, With ultimate German destinatwn. There could have. J elicit the suggestions of the British and German Governments on a 
been no interference with the importation into Germany of any matter of capital interest to the whole world. 
goods on the free list, such as ~otton, rubber, .and hides. There Now, after all that prefatory matter-which I might have 
could have properl.Y been no mter~~rence w1th our e~port. to omitted, I suppose, to save time-we come to the proposition: 
Germany of anythmg on the conditional contraband llst, like · 
tl · d · · 1 •t ld b b E Germany and Great Britain to agree: our, gram, an proviswns, un ess 1 cou e proven Y 1 ng- 1. That neither will sow any floating mines, whether upon the high 
land that such shipments were intended for the use of the seas or in territorial waters; that neither will plant on the high seas 
German Army. There could be no lawful interference with anchored mines, except within cannon range of harbors for defensive 
foodstuffs intended for the civilian population of Germany, and purpose only; and that all mines shall bear the stamp of the Govern-

ment planting them and be so constructed as to become harmless if sep-
if those foodstuffs were shipped to other countries to be re- arated from their moorings. · 
shipped to Germany, no question could be raised that they were 2. That neither will use submarines to attack merchant vessels ot 
not intended for the use of the civilian population. any nationality except to enforce the right of visit and search. 

3. That each will require their respective merchant vessels not to 
It is well to recall at this point our rights as declared by use neutral tl.ags for the purpose of disguise or ruse de guerre. 

the declaration of London and as declared without the declara- Germany to agree : 
f · t t' 1 1 f That all importations of food or foodstuffs from the United States 

tion of London by settled principles o m erna wna aw, or (and from such other neutral countries as may ask it) into Germany 
we have during the present war become so used to having Great shall be consigned to agencies to be designated by the United States 
Britain utterly disregard our rights on the high seas that we Government ; that these American agencies shall have entire charge 

h f G t B •t · and control without interference on the part of the German Government 
have really forgotten that we ave any, as ar as rea n am of the receipt and distribution of such . importations, and shall dis-
and her allies are concerned. · tribute them solely to retail dealers bearing licenses from the German 

Great Britain, by what she called her modifications of the Government entitling them to receive and furnish such food and food-
f th stuffs to noncombatants only; that any violation of the terms of the 

declaration of London, shifted goods from the ree list to e retailers' licenses shall ..-ork a forfeiture of their rights to receive such 
conditional contraband and contraband lists, reversed the pre- food and foodstutrs for this purpose ; and that such food and foodstuffs 
sumption of destination for civilian population, and abolished will not be. requisitioned by the German Government for any purpose 
the principle that a blockade to exist at all must be effective. whJ-:~~ivil~I~i~e t~ivi~~~~ :to the use of the armed forces of Germany. 

Edwin J. Clapp, professor of economics of the New York That food and foodstuffs will no.t be placed upon the absolute con-
University, in his book, Economic Aspects of the War, de- traband list, and that shipments of such commodities will not be inter-

fered with or detained by British authorities if consigned to agencies 
scribes the situation aptly. It is supported by all the authori- designated by the United States Government in Germany for the receipt 
ties, but I quote from him: and distribution .of such cargoes to licensed German retailers for dis· 

The modifications [of the declaration of London] were subversive 
of the principles of the declaration to which they were attached. These 
modifications, supplemented by an unexampled ext<'nsion of the British 
contraband list and finally by what our Government calls an illegal 
bloclcade, have been England's method of exercising economic pressure 
upon Germany and, necessarily, upon all neutral nations that trade 
with her. 

Again the same author says: 
This action stopped our d.irect trade with Germany. It might appear 

that goods on the free list could still move. Some of them did move, 
from free to contraband. People feared to ship the others lest they 
should be so listed while ships were on the ocean, and the goods made 
subject to seizure. Practically nothing has been shipped to Germany 
from this country but cotton, and it was not shipped until December. 
In belated response to the insistence of southern Senators and of 
American business interests which had found themselves gravely embar­
rassed by the cessation of cotton shipments, Great Britain finally made 

- a clear statement that this particular commodity would not be consid­
ered contraband. 

So much for direct trade with Germany. There was still a method 
by which we should have been able to export our goods and discharge 
our neutral obligations to trade with Germany as with England. We 
might have carried on this trade via neutral ports like Rotterdam or 
Copenhagen, from which the goods might have been shipped to Germany. 
The declaration of London allows a belligerent to interfere with a 
shipment between two neutral ports only when it consists of absolute 
contraband for enemy t erritory. Conditional contraband so moving 
may not even be suspected. The order in council changetl this. It 
extended the new intention of capturing conditional contraband to goods 
moving to Germany even through a neutral port. And, as explained, 
conditional contraband was seizable if destined to anyone in Germany ; 
it was not conditional but absolute. . 

The British action, besides stopping our trade with Germany, barring 
only a certain amount of indirect trade carried on with much difficulty 
anti danger, subjected to grave peril our commerce with other neutrals. 
The British contraband lists were extended so rapidly that soon almost 
no important article of commerce with neutrals was free from seizure 
by England, who suspected everything on these lists as being of possible 
German destination. B_x these methods England proposed to starve the 
civilian population of tiermany and destroy neutral trade. · 
3. E~GLA D .AGAIN DECLINES OUR REQUEST TO CONDUCT HER NAVAL WAU­

F.AUE WITH SOME RESPECT FOR NEUTRAL RIGHTS .AND IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH MORE HUM.A.NE PRINCIPLES, WHILE GERMANY AGAIN .ACCEPTS OUR 
SUGGESTION. 

Now, listen to the statement of facts under tbat proposition: 
On February 20, 1915, our Government, through Secretary 

.- Bryan, n<ldressed the following communication to the Govern­
ment of Great Britain: 

tribution solely to the noncombatant population. 
In submitting this proposed basis of agreement this Government does 

not wish to be understood as admitting or denying any belligerent or 
neutral right established by the principles of international law, but 
would consider the agreement, if acceptable to the interested powers, 
a modus vivendi based u~on expediency rather than legal right and as 
not binding upon the Umted States, either in its present form or in a 
modified form, until accepted by this Government. · 

BnYAN. 

·without quoting at length the replies of the Governments of 
Germany and Great Britain, .it is sufficient to say that under 
date of March 1, 1915, the German Government replied sub­
stantially acceding to the proposition made by the Government 
of the United States, and on March 15 the British Government 
replied substantia11y refusing to accede to our request. It 
will be noted that at this time the deadly submarines of Ger­
many and the equally deadly mines of Great Britain had 
rendered the _high seas dangerous to the lives of all neutrals, 
but the English steamship Llusitania, loaded with 6,000,000 
rounds of ammunition destined for the English Army, had not 
been sunk with the consequent loss of American lives, and the 
damage to neutrals had not been heavy compared with that 
which they have since suffered. Here again the sole r esponsi­
bility for continuing the unlawful naval warfare mus t rest 
upon Great Britain and her allies. Germany, knowing as the 
world did not then know the possibility of dest ruction containetl 
in the submarine branch of her navy, and at the risk of being 
thought weak and anxious for peace, offered to agree if Great 
Britain and her allies would do the same, to those suggestions 
of ours which would have avoided all the nets of which we 
complain to-day. 

ENGLA~D HAS NOT YIELDED TO OUR PROTESTS. 

It is not my purpose to go into detail into the violations of 
our neutrality by any of the belligerents. While Germany has 
again and again yielded to our protests, I do not recall a single 
insttmce in which . a protest we have made to Great Britain 
has won for us the slightest consideration, except for n short 
time in the case of cotton. I will not stop to dwell upon the 
multitude of minor violations of our neutral rights, such as 
seizing our mails, violations of the neutral flag, seizing and 
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appropriating our goods without the least warrant or authority 
in law, and impressing, seizing, and taking possession of our 
vessels and putting them into her own service. l have . con­
stituents, American citizens, who organized a .company and in­
vested large sums of money in the purchase of ships to engage 
in foreign canying. Several of theil· v~sels plying between the 
United States and South America were captured almost in our 
own territorial waters, taken possession of QY the British Gov­
ernment, practically confiscated, and put into her service or the 
service of her admiralty. They are there to-day, and that com­
pany is helpless. When they appealed to our Department of 
State they were advised that they might ~~file'' their papers. 
And, were given the further suggestion that they could hire an 
attorney and prosecute their case in the English prize court. 
The company did hire an attorney and sent him to England, 
and he is there now, and has been there for almost a year, 
trying to get some redress, some relief, some adjustment of 
those rights. 

But those are individual cases. There are many others. All 
these violations have come from Great Britain and her allies, 
and are in perfect harmony with Briton's traditional policy as 
absolute master of the seas. 

I come now, however, to one other event in the naval policy 
of Great Britain during this war, which to my mind is abso­
lutely controlling upon the action we should take upon the ques­
tion under consideration. 

ENGLAND'S MINING OF THE NORTH SEA. 

On the 2d of November, 1914, only three months after the 
beginning; of the war, England issued a prociamation, the most 
ruthless and sweeping -in its violation of neutral rights that 
up to that time had ever emanated from a civilized government 
engaged in prosecuting a war, .announcing that on three days' 
notice aU of the North Sea, free under international law to the 
trade of the world, would be entered by our merchant ships at 
their peril. She based her action upon an assertion that the 
German Government had been scattering mines in waters open 
to the world's commerce. 

The material portions of it are as follows: 
During the last week the Germans have scattered mines indis­

criminately in the open sea on the main trade route from America to 
LiverpQQl via the north of Ireland. 

P eaceful merchant ships have already been blown up, with loss of 
life, by this agency. • • * 

In these circumstances, having · regard to the great interests en­
trm•ted to the British Navy, to the safety of peaceful commerce on 
the high sea$, and to the maintenance within the limits of inter­
national law of trade between neutral countries, the Admiralty feels 
it necessary to adopt exceptional measures appropriate to the novel 
conditions under which this war is being waged. 

It therefore gives notice that the whole of the North Sea :t!mst l~ 
considered a military area. Within this ·area merchant shipping of 
all ltinds, traders of all countries, fishing craft and all other vessels 
will be exposed to the gravest dangers from mines it hn.s been neces­
sary to lay and from warships searching vigilantly by night and day 
for suspicious craft: • * • 

Every effort wlll be made to convey this warning to neutral conn· 
tries and to vessels on the sea; but from November 5 onward the Ad· 
miralty announces that all ships passing a line drawn from the north­

. ern point of the Hebrides through the Farne Islands to Iceland do 
so at their own veril. 

The North Sea, a great stretch of the Atlantic Ocean, ex­
tending from Scotland to Iceland, was barred to the commerce 
of the wol'ld, the neutral commerce, that had the same right 
there that you have to walk down Pennsylvania Avenue. 

Before considering the piratical character of this document 
as a whole it will be noted that while it proposes to use every 
E>ffort to warn neutral shipping it allows just three days for 
the warning. 

Do you observe that the country with whom we are about to 
yoke ourselves issued this proclamation, unheard of before in 
the history of the world, mining a great area of the Atlantic 
Ocean with deadly contact mines, and gave to the neutral nations 
only three days' notice? It i ued its declaration on the 2<1 of 
November, and it went into effect on the 5th of November. 

O.f the preliminary allegations in the note concerning the scat­
tering of mines by Germany in the open sea around the British 
Isles, no p1·oof of it has ever been furnished, so far as I am aware; 
and, even if it were true, it certainly would not have remedied 
the condition to mine a much larger portion of the sea upon 
which neutral ships must travel. I say this because of the high­
sounding but obviously false and hypocritical a.ssextion contained 
in the proclamation that Britain is taking this action in order 
to maintain ·trade between neutral countries within the limits of 
international law. She was, in fact, by her action absolqtely 
de. troying trade between neutral countries, and the penalties for 
disobeying her orders, and which operate automatically and in­
exorably, was the de truction by mines of all ships and passen­
gers wnturtng into the prohibited portion of the sea. 

UNITED STA':J:ES ACQUIESCES IN EYGLAND'S ILLEGAL ACT, 

Now we come to the most unfortunate part of our record. The 
present administration agreed to ·this lawless · act of Great 
Britain. I make this statement deliberately and fully appre­
ciating its consequences. If we had entered into a contract with 
Great Britain, signed and sealed under the great seals of the 
respective countries, agreeing that she should commit the act 
of piracy involved' in mining the North Sea, we would not more 
completely ha've been bound by such contract than we are bound 
by the cop.duct of the present administration. It will be recalled 
that when Secretary Bryan made his request of Great Britain to 
adhere to the declaration of London, and she refuse(] and he 
notified her that the request was withdrawn, he declared in sub­
stance that he would nevertheless hold her responsible for any 
violations of international law, so far as they affected our right 
as a neutral Nation. And from that time protest afi:er prote t 
was made by us ; many against Germany and some against Great 
Britain and her allies, .whenever we claimed that international 

· law had been violated. 
The fact remains, however, that from November 2, when Eng­

land declared her settled purpose to mine -large areas of the 
public sea contrary to every principle of international law, the 
Government through the present administration has never 
uttered a word of protest. 

If you think you can escape the responsibility of that act and 
hold other belligerents to the strict requirements of international 
la~ by play upori a phrase you are rni~taken. You may make 
this country declare war in your attempt to do it, but your war 
will not have the support of the people. Until the omission of 
this administration to uphold our rights against Great Britain 
is corrected we can never hope for popular support for a war 
waged to enforce the same right against the country at war with 
Great Britain. 

AN ABSURD CO!!ITENTIO~. 

I do not need to cite authorities to show that the mining of the 
North Sea by Great Britain was illegal In declaring her inten­
tion to mine the North Sea, Great Britain did not pretend that 
her act was legal, and attempted to justify it only on the ground 
of necessity. Nor am I aware that any responsible person has 
ever attempted to defend the legality of the act. You have but 
to remember that if England had a right to mine the North Sea 
and a large portion of the Atlantic Ocean during an indefinite 
period and thereby exclude all commercial shipping~ then any 
two warring nations. can mine any .or all portions of the high 
seas as they choose and thus destroy the neutral commerce of 
the world so long· as the war shall last. Such a claim is too 
absurd to merit consideration. 

I will not dwell now upon the physical consequences of this 
act by Great Britain, for I am concerned at this time simply 
with the question of how this act by our Government has 
affected our legal relations to Germany. 

You can not afford to declare wur and rest the right to do- so 
in history upon a violation of international law when we are to 
any extent responsible for such violation. 

Mr. REED. 1\lr. President--
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Wis­

consin yield to the Senator from Missouri? 
Mr. LA FOLLETTE. I yield for a question. 
Mr. REED. Does the Senator have any other evidence that 

we signed and sealed and delivered a contract with Great Brit- .. 
nin by which we permitted her to violate international law than 
that which he has just given, namely, the assertion that we did 
not p~otest? 

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. I have not stated that we had a. signed 
u.nd sealed compact. 

1\11.·. Reed. No; you stated--
Mr. LA FOLLETTE. I was reading from my manuscript, 

JLnd I know just what I said. The Senator misunderstood me. 
1\lr. REED. You stated that we had done it as effectively--
1\fr. LA FOLLETTE. Just as effectively as though it were a 

contract. I think it was just as effe<:tive by a :failure to protest 
as though it had been a contract. . . 

I now proceed to make that good by my argument, if the 
Senator will permit me. 

1\fr. REED. And you will not permit any further interrup­
tion? Very well, if that is the premise. 

1\Ir. LA FOLLETTE. That is my argument, u.nd I am pro­
ceeding to make it. 

In passing, however, I desire to call attention to the fact that 
the lawless action of Great Britain resulted in the loss of at 
least two of our ships-the Carib and the Evelyn-because they 

. ventured into the zone Great Britain had prohibited them fJ:om . 
entering-were sunk by mines, with the loss of seve:~:~l Ameri-
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an liYes. (Minority report, House Committee on Foreign Af­

fair , H. n. 2.1052, G4th Cong.) 

WM SCBllfiT 'IO ~!IGLA!'iD'S WAR ZO~"E. 

The only reason why we have not suffered the sacrifice of 
just as many ships and just as many lives from the viola.tion 
of our rights by the war zone and the submarine mines of 
Great Britain, as we have through the unlawful acts of Germany 
in tnaking her war zo:o.e in violation of our neutral rights, is 
simply because '"e have submitted to Great Britain's dictation. 
If our hips had been sent into her forbidden high-sea war 
zone, as they ha1e into the proscribed area Germany marked 
out on the high seas as a war zone, we would have had the 
same loss of life and property in the one case as in the other; 
but because we avoided doing that in th~ case of England, and 
acquiesced in her violation of law, we have not only a legal 
but a moral responsibility for the position in which Germany 
has been placed by our collusion and cooperation with Great 
Britain. By su pending the rule with respect to neutral rights 
in Great Britain's case, we have been actively aiding her in . 
starving the civil population of Germany. We have helped to · 
dri1e Germany into a corner, her back to the wall, to fight 
with what weapons she can lay her hands on to prev~nt the 
starving of her women and children, her old men and babes. 

The flimsy claim which has sometimes been put forth that 
pos. ibly the havoc in the North Sea was caused by German 
mines is too absurd for consideration. 

I refer to the three vessels sunk in the British war zone. 
Why should Germany mine the North Sea, the gateway from the 
Atlantic to her own ports and those of Norway, Sweden, nnd 
Holland, with whom she most desired to trade and with whom 
her relations were and are most friendly? She doubtless placed 
orne mines at the entrance of her harbors for purposes of pro­

tection, as she had a right to do, but it is ridiculous to suppose 
that she would have mined the North Sea. 

Besides this the records show that up to March 10, 1015, of the 
floating mines that had been taken up and rendered harmless 
along the Dutch coast 214 were of .British origin, 33 French, and 
only 22 German. (P. 142, Economic A. pects of the \Var, by 
Clapp.) 

'Ihe same author at page 8 thus speaks of the result of the · 
mining of the North Sea by ·Great Britain : 

Because of these floating mines in the North Sea literally scores of 
vessels were lostt mostly belonging to the Scandinavian countries or 
Holland. Three .american vessels were included-the G1'een1wiar,. Carib, 
and Evelyn. • Because of the danger of mines ocean freight and war­
risk insurance rates became a very heavy burden on shlppers and 
buyers , and in the case of some commodities became prohlbitive of 
commerce ; a policy of uncertainty and fear wa.s thrown over the 
commercial world. 

Days, weeks, and months went by, and still no protest came · 
iTom the .American Government against this unlawful act on the 
part of Great Britain. 

GE RllA...'fi" WAITED FOTI US !rO PROTEST. 

She did this unlawful thing on the 5th day of No1ember. Ger­
many waited and waited, week after week, for this Government 
to assert its neutral rights and demand the opening of the North 
Sea to neutral commerce. She waited in vain for three long 
months for this Government to take some action, and not until 
the 4th day of February-that is my recollection of the date; I 
<lo not know that I have it here-did she in retaliaiion serve 
notice upon this GoYernment of the establishment of her war 
zone. 

Germany then did as a matter of retaliation and defense 
what Great Britain had done months previously purely as an 
offeusiYe measure-established a war zone or war area. She 
included in it portions of the sea about the British islands, and 
gave notice that ships coming within it would be destroyed by 
mines or submarines, even as English mines in the North Sea 
de. troyed the ships which entered there. 
- It is Germany's insistence upon her right to blindly destroy 
with mines and submarines in the area she has declared a war 
zone all ships t.bat enter there, that causes the whole trouble 
existing between us and Germany to-day. It is for this, and 
this only, that we are urged to make war. Yet in asserting this 
right or in sinking the ships in the proscribed ar~a without 
warning, Germany is doing only that which England is doing in 
her proscribed area, with om· consent. Here is the parting of 
the ways. When England, having previously violated all neutral 
rights on the high seas, mined the North Sea and as erted the 
right to blind1y <lestroy, and mines can only destroy blindly, all 
ships that traversed it, one or two cour es wa open to us. 

'Ve chose to acquiesce, but a singulm· thing transpired. I sup­
pose all Senators have secured the publish~ copies of the diplo­
matic correspondeucc which has been i~ ned by the State De­
partment. 

. 
WE HOLD GERMANY TO STRICT A.CCOt':!I.'TA.BILITY. 

I find all the correspondence about the submarines ·of Ger­
many ; I find them ar rayed; I find the note warning Germany 
that she would be held to ·a '-'strict accotmtn.bility" for viola:­
tion of om· neutral rights ; but you will search in vain these 
volumes for a ropy of the British order m council mining the 
North Sea. 

l am talking now about principles. You can not distingnish 
between the principles which .allowed England to mine a large 
area of the Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea in .order to shut 
in Germany, and the principle 'On which Germany by her sub­
m-arines seeks to destroy all shipping which enters the war zone 
whi-ch she has laid out arOtmd the British Isles. 

The English mines are intended to destroy without warning 
every ship that enters the war zone she has pro cribed, killing 
or drowning every passenger that cnn not find some means -of 
e cape. It is n~ither more nor less than that which Germany 
tries to do with her submarines in her war zone. We ac­
quiesced in England's action without protest. It is proposed 
that we now go to war with Germany for identically the arne 
action upon her part. 

A.Dl'.f~ISTRATIOX'S FAT.A.L 'llfiSTA.KE. 

At this point, sir, I say, with all deference but with the abso­
lute certainty of conviction, that the present administration 
made a fatal mistake, and if war comes to this country with 
Germany for the present causes it wi1l be due wholly to that 
mistake. Th~ present administration has assumed and acted 
upon the policy that it could enforce to the very letter of the 
law the principles of international law against one belligerent 
and relax them as to the other. That thing no nation can do 
without losing its character as a neutral nation cand without 
losing the rights that go with strict -and absolute neutrality. 

In an address delivered by the President at a joint session 
of the two Houses of Congress on February S, 1917, and re­
fening to the reply which our Government had made to Ger­
many's protest that her enemies were permitted to upply un­
lawful methods of naval warfare while she was held by us 
to the strict rules of naval warfare, the President said that 
Germany had been advised as follows. Now, listen to this--

1\Ir. LEWIS. 1\lr. President, will the Senator from Wiscon­
sin allow me, before he proceeds with that extract, to ask his 
view as to what he means by the assertion which he has just 
made? In .other words, may I interrupt him with an inquiry? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. WoLCOTT in the chair). 
Does the Senator from Wisconsin yield to the Senator from 
Illinois? 

• Mr. LA. FOLLETTE. I yield for a question if it does not 
divert me from my argument. 

l\Ir. LEWIS. I s}lould like to ask the able Senator as to 
whether or not I am correct in understanding his argument to 
mean that, if we fail to declare war against Great Britain be­
<:ause of wrongs committed against us by Britain sufficient to 
have had war declared, thereby we are PJ.'Ohibited from declar­
ing war against another Government that might do acts which 
are themselves a justification for the declaration of war? 

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. The Senator from Dlinoi::; will be best 
answered as I proceed with my argument, w h ich deals exa-ctly 
with that que,stion. 

l\Ir. LEWIS. I will not divert the Senator further, then, if 
he intends to cover that matter. 

1\fr. LA. FOLLETTE. It will not divert me. The Senator 
will be answered presently as well as I am able to answer hilll: 

MISSTA.T~NT OF THE LAW. 

I quote now from the President's address .of February 3, 1917, 
before the two Houses of 0oJ1o<Tess : 

.In order, however, to avoid any possible misunderstanding, .the 
Government of the United States notifies the Imperial Government that 
it can not for a moment entertain, much less discuss, a suggestion that 
respect by German naval authorities for the rights of citizens of the 
United States upon the high seas . should in any way or in the slightest 
degree be made contingent upon the conduct of any other Goye.rnme~t 
atl'ectlng the rights of neutrals and noncombatant . ResponSlblllty m 
such matters is single, not joint; absolute. not relative. 

... 

That phrase the President has used repeatedly in his ad· 
dresses· he has used it at least three times, I think., and he 
has ref~rred to it as being a complete and sufficient answe1· to 
this proposition. It misstates the law; it asserts a prin?P~e 
that can not be maintained for one moment with a decent 
regard for equal rights between nations with whom we are deal· 
ing upon -a basis of neutrality. 

The offenses of Great Britain and Germany against us crrn 
not be treated as they might be treated if those nations were 
not .at war with each othe-r. Und<>u.bt-edly~ if those nation 
were not at war with each other we could suffet; one to violate 
internati-onal law to our injury ail(] make no protest and t&.ke 
no action against the uutiou so offending and h.oi<'l the otl1er to 
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strict nccountability and compel her to reNpect to the limit our 
rights under international law, and if she refused we would be 
justified in going to war about it. But when we are dealing 
with Germany and Great Britain, warring against each other .. 
so evenly balanced in strength that a little h~lp to one or a 
little hindrance to the other turns the scale and spells victory 
for one and defeat for the other, in that situation I say the 
principle of · international law steps in· which declares that any 
failure on our part to enforce our rights equally against both 
is a gross act of unneutrality. · 

That is precisely what we have done, as I have shown. In 
the early days of the conflict in this matter of the war zones . 
of each belligerent, in submitting to Great Britain's dicta­
tion concerning what might be treated as contraband, resulting 
finally in a practical cessation of shipping to German ports, we 
have done Germany as much harm as though we had landed an 
army in France to fight beside the entente allies. How will 
history regard this conduct of om·s? How will our own people 
regard it when they come to understand it? ·we can never 
justify it. 

WE HATE NOT BEEX :XEUTRAL. 

.Jefferson asserted that we could not permit one warring 
nation to cu:ctail our neutral dghts if we were not ready to 
allow her enemy the same privileges, and that any other 
course entailed the .sacrifice of our neutrality. 

That is the sensible, that is the logical position. No neutrality 
could ever have commanded respect if it was not based on that 
equitable · and just proposition; and we from early in the war 
thr w our neutrality to the winds by permitting England to 
make a mockery of it to her advantage again t her chief enemy. 
Then we expect to say· to that enemy, "You have got to respect 
my rights as a neutral." What is the answer? I say Germany 
has ·been patient with us. Standing strictly on her rights, her 
answer would be, " Maintain your neutrality; treat these other 
Governments warring against me as you treat me if you want 
your neutral rights respected." · 

I say agam that when two nations are at war any neutral na­
tion, in order to preserve its character as a neutral nation, must 
exact the same conduct from both warring nations; both must 
equally obey the principles of international law. If a neutral 
nation fails in that, then its rights upon the high seas-to 
adopt the President's phrase-are relative and not absolute. 
There can be no greater violation of our neutrality than the 
requirement that one of two belligerents shall adhere to the 
settled principles of law and that the other shall have the ad­
vantage of not doing so. The respect that German naval au­
thorities were required to pay to the rights of our people upon 
the high seas would depend upon the question whether we had' 
exacteu the same rights from Germany's enemies. If we bad 
not done so we lost our character as a neutral nation, and our 
people unfortunately had lost the protection that belongs to neu­
trals. Our responsibility was joint in the sense that we must 
exact the same conduct from both belligerents. No principle of 
international law is better settled than that which is stated 
by Oppenheim, the great English authority on international law, 
in volume 2, second edition, page 365. He says : 

Neutrality as an attitude of impartiality involves the duty of ab­
staining from assisting either belligerent either actively or passively. 

The same author points out, on pages 441 to 444, that a neu­
tral can not permit one belligerent to clo what another is not 
permitted to do. 

In the case of the Bermuda (3 Wallace, p. 514) the Supreme 
Court of the United States points out that neutrality involves 
absolute equality of treatment. The court says: · 

·Neutral trade ls entitled to protection in all courts. Neutrals ln 
their own country may sell to belligerents whatever belligerents choose 
to buy. The principal exceptions to this rule are that neutrals must 
not sell to one belligerent what they refuse to sell to the other. 

And so forth. 
OUR COURT AND JEFFEUSON ESTABLISHED TITE TRUE PRINCIPLES OF 

!.'"EUTRALITY, 

In the case of Resolution (Federal court of appeals, 1781; 
2 Dalles, 19) it is said that the idea of a neutral nation "im­
plies two nations at war and a third in friendship with both." 

.T. Quincy Adams, Secretary of State, on May 19, 1818, said: 
By the usual principles of international law the state of neutrality 

recognizes the cau ·e of both parties to . the contest as just-that is, it 
avoids all consideratiOn of the · merits of the contest. (See Moore's 
International Law Digest, vol. 7, p. 860.) · · 

Oppenheim ·on International Law, \Olume 11, second edition, 
paragraph "294, page 36~, says : 

Since neutrality is an att~tude of impartiality, it excludes such 
assistance and succor to one of the belligerents as is detrimental to 
the other, and, further, such injuries to the one as benefit the other. 

The best and clearest exposition of the exact question, how­
ever, was made long ago by one of the n-reatest of Democrats 

and statesmen of this country-Th.omas Jefferson. Mr . .Jef­
ferson; then Secretary of State, in writing tq Thomas Pinckl~·. 
United States minister to Great Britain regarding Englan(l.'s 
stoppage of our food shipments to France, with whom England 
was then at war, dealt with preCisely the same situation that 
confronts President Wilson in the war between Germany and 
England, but Secretary .Jefferson dealt with the situation in 
precisely the opposite manner from that adopted by President 
Wilson. In this letter, under date of September 7, 1793, Sec­
retary .T efferson said : 

The first article of it [the British order] permits all vessels laden 
wholly or in part with corn, flour, · or meal, bound to any pot·t in 
France, to be stopped and sent into any British port, to be purchased 
by that Government or to be released only on the condition of security 
given by the master that he will proceed to dispose of his cargo in 
the ports of some country in amity with his majesty. 

This article is so manifestly contrary to the law of nations that noth­
ing mot·e would seem necessary than to observe that it is so. 

How much less was it obnoxious to the law of nations than 
mining the great area of the North Sea. 

Reason and usage have e3tabllshed that when two nations go to war 
those who choose to live in peace, retain their neutral right to pursue 
their agriculture, manufactures, and other ordinary vocations; to 
carry the produce of their industry, for exchange, to all nations, belli­
gerent or neutral, as usual; to go and come freely without injury or 
molestation, and, in short, that the wai· among others shall be, for 
them, as if it did not exist. One restriction on those mutual rights has 
been . ubmitted to by nations at peace; that is to say, that of not fur­
nishing to either party implements merely of war, for the annoyonce of 
the other, nor anything whatever to a place blockaded by its 
enemy. * • • 

This act, too, tends directly to draw us from that state of peace 
in which we are wishing to remain. It is an essential character of neu­
trality to furnish no aids (not stipulated by treaty) to one party which 
we are not equally ready to furnish to the other. If we permit corn to 
be sent to Great Britain and her friends, we are equally bound to permit 
it to France. To restrain it would be a partiality which might lead to 
war with France, and, between restraining it ourselves and permitting 
her enemies to restrain It unrlghtfully is no difference. She would con­
sider this as a mere pretexti of which she would not be the dupe; and on 
what honorable ground cou d we otherwise explain it? Thus we should 
see ourselves plunged by this unauthorized act of Great Britain i.nto a 
war, with which we meddle not and which we wish to avoid, if justice to 
aU parties, and from all parties, will enable us to avoid it. 

In the same letter .Jefferson says: 
The loss of our produce destined for foreign markets or that loss wh.ich 

would result from an arbitrary restraint of our markets is a tax too 
serious for us to acquiesce in. It is not enough for a nation to say, "We 
and our friends will buy your produce.'' We have a right to answer 
that it suits us better to sell to their enemies a~? well as their friends. 
• • • 

We have a right to judge for ourselves what market best suits us, 
and they have none to forbid to us the enjoyment of the necessaries and 
comforts which we may obtain from any other independent country. 

FuTther, he says: 
Were we to withhold from her [France] supplies of provisions, we 

should in like manner be bound to withhold them from her enemies 
also and thus shut to ourselves all the ports of Europe where corn is 
in demand or make ourselves parties in the war. This is a dilemma 
which Great Britain has no right to force upon us, and for which no 
pretext can be found in any part of our conduct. She may, indeed, 
feel the desire of starving an enemy nation, but she can have no right 
of doing it at our loss nor of making us the instruments of it. 

And wtth a firmness which it would have been well had the 
present administration emulated, it is said: 

It is with concern, however, I am obliged to observe that so marked 
has been the inattention of the British court to every application which 
has been made to them on any subject by this Government (not a single 
answer, I believe, having ever been given to one of them, except in the 
act of exchanging a minister) that it may become unavoidable in cer­
tain cases, where an answer of some sort is necessary, to consider their 
silence as an answer. 

IF WE WERE NE1JTRAL WE WOULD NOT NOW FACE WAR. 

Had the plain principle of international law announced by 
J efl'erson been followed by us, we would not be called on to-day 
to declare war upon any of the belligerents. Tlle failure to n·eat 
the belligerent nations of Europe alike, the failure to reject the 
unlawful "war zones" of both Germany and Great Britain, is 
wholly accountable for our present dilemma. We should not 
seek to hide our blunder behind the smoke of battle, to inflame 
the mind of our people by half truths into the frenzy of war, 
in order that they may never appreciate the real cause of it 
until it is too late. I do not believe that our national honor is 
served by such a course. The right way is the honorable way. 

One alternative is to admit our initial blunder to enforce om· 
rights against Great Britain as we have enforced our rights 
against Germany; demand that both those nations shall respect 
our neutral rights upon the high seas to the letter; and give 
notice that we will enforce those rights from that time forth 
against both belligerents and then live up to that notice. 

The other alternative is to withdraw our commerce "from both. 
The mere suggestion ·that food supplies would be withheld from 
both sides impartially would compel belligerents to observe the 
principle of freedom of the seas for neutral commerce. 

Mr. WILLIA.l\J,.S. Mr. President, if immortality could be at· 
tr.ined by verbal eternity, the Senator from 'Visconsin would 
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ha'"e approximated immortality. We have waited and have 
heard a pee~h from him which would have- better become Herr 
Bethmann-Hollweg, of the German Parliament, than an Amer­
ican Senator. In fact, he has gone much further than Herr 
Bethrnann-Hollweg ever dared to go. Hen Bethmann-Hollweg 
said that the use of submarines, in the manner in which they 
are being used now, could be justified only by " military neces­
sity." The Senator from Wisconsin has put their use upon the 
same footing as the use by Great Britain of ships to enforce a 
blockade. I fully expected before he took his seat to hear him 
defend the invasion of Belgium-the most absolutely barbarous 
act that ever took place in the history of any nation anywhere. 
I heard from him a speech which was pro-German, pretty nearly 
pro-Goth, and pro-Vandal, which was anti-American President 
an<l anti-American Congress, and anti-American people. I heard 
his eulogy of the German Government. I heard his justifica­
tion of its barbarous methods in war. I heard his surly, con­
temptuous criticism of the entente powers. The American 
people will read a part of it. I fancy that it is the speech that 
the Senator from 'Visconsin prepared to deliver upon the neu­
trality bill in the last Congress. We are better prepared to 
recei'"e it now than we were then, because we have grown a 
little bit older and a little bit more patient and perhaps a little 
bit more submissive to wrong. 

The Senator from Wisconsi~, _while he was pronouncing a 
eulogy upon the Ge1·man people, might have pronounced a 
eulogy upon a people very much greater, very much more intel­
ligent, and very much more moral-the American people. · His 
speech was absolutely worthy of Bethman.n-Hollweg in the 
Reichstag, if Bethmann-Hollweg had had the 'audacity to make 
it there; but Betlunann-Hollweg did not have the audacity, 
and he had too much knowledge and common sense to have 
attempted to make that particular speech, even in the Reich­
stag. 

The Senator has spent himself in eulogy of the German people 
while he has forgotten to notice you and me. I might have 
begun this speech by paraphrasing the utterances of old Pat­
rick Henry: " Gentlemen speak of peace, but there is no 
peace." And, although I could not say with him that "the 
chains are already clanking upon Boston Common," I could say 
that the groans of American men and women and children, as 
they sank after a murderous and unwarned attack, unknelled 
and unshriven, to their graves, to face God at judgment, are 
all here now, being heard by us if we have ears to hear. I 
hear them in the air and you hear them, but the Senator from 
,Wisconsin has not heard one of them. · He has heard nothing­
noth~g except what he has obtained from German authority · 
and information; and he tells us in a part of his speech that 
t11e Germans have bad "a better opportunity to get information 
than anybody else." 

Is not that a very remarkable statement, when we all know 
that the very news of the President's message, except his peace 
message, has not been allowed to go to the German people, and 
when we know that the Junkerthum and the Hohenzollern 
family conh·ol the press in Germany, as Bismarck did, and Bis­
marck spoke of it in a manner which indicated the contempt of 
an autocrat belonging to the Junkerthum for anything like free 
speech, free--assembly, or free expression? 

I have loved the Senator from Wiscon5in, in a way, until re­
cently, but I have no sort of patience with any American who 
stands up in the American Senate and spends three or four 
hours in plaudits of the common enemy, who happens right now 
to be not only our enemy but the enemy of the human race, while 
he has not one word to say in praise of an American President 
or an American Congress or the American people, who are 
doing nothing except resenting insult and injury-and a gentle­
man resents insult more quickly than he does injury. 

Here we stand-in war, not in peace. The Kaiser, not we, has 
settled that question. Oh, Mr. President, a little common sense 
goes a long way in a wide, wide, desolate world. 

"Gentlemen speak of peace when there is no peace." There 
is no peace except that analogous to a man whom another man 
kicks and who fails to notice the kick because the part kicked 
is paralyzed. If the American people can not be aroused to 
l'ighteous indignation now and to a degree of patriotic fervor 
and passion, they are degenerate sons of noble ::;ires who 
fought the War of the Revolution anu who fought the Civil War 
on both sides. 

Tell me that the American Congress is "about to involve the 
American people in war"! The man who says that is a knave or 
a fool. He is a knave if he knows better and says it anyhow, 
and he is a fool if he does not know better. We are involved in 
war, not by the American Congress, but by the or<lers of the 

German Kaiser and by the German Kaiser's military and naval 
advisers. 

Tell .me ~hat I have got to be kicked twice, and then kicked 
the third time, and then notified that I am going to be kicked 
the fourth time in order to constitute a state of hostility · be­
tween me and the man who is proposing the fourth kicking ! 

A. little common sense goes a long way, my friends. The 
common sense of this situation is that a man who is talking 
about "Congress bringing on war" has not ordinary intelli­
gence. The war is here, and Congress has not brought it on, 
and the President has not brought it on, and the American 
people have not brought it on. The Junker'thum and the 
Kaiserthum of Germany have brought it on in contempt for 
you and me. , Why, they have exactly the srune contempt for u 
that Napoleon had for the English-" a nation of shopkeepeJ.•s." 
He never knew any better until Elba and Waterloo anu St. 
Helena came. 

" Whom the gods would destroy they first make mad," ancl this 
is not the first Hohenzollern who was mad. Old Frederick 
Wilhelm I, the f~ther of Frederick the Great, was a lunatic, 
substantially, and to this fellow on this throne now I say: 
"Thou art in the same fix." Yes; as Lord Bacon said to Essex, 
"I thou thee." I call him a fellow and a vet:y common fellow, 
too-a half-insane fellow with a notion away down in the bottom 
of his brain that he and God are partners. Well, of course, God 
is a partner with all of us. He is in partnership with all of His 
children; but the Kaiser seems to think that be and Gou are 
special partners, and the balance of us ru:e subordinate. by 
divine ordinance to him and God. '.rhe man-the fellow­
absolutely believes, in the twentieth century, in the medie.-al 
doctrine of divine right of kings. 

There are two things about this situation that I face. 01!.e 
is the necessity of it. I face the necessity becau e I rnu ·t. 
The other is the opportunity of it, and I face that because I 
will. I am glad that I and the American citizenry shall ham 
the opportunity of fighting on the side of liberty anu democ­
racy and free speech and free institutions against Prussian 
militarism and autocracy. 

I join the President in having no hostility to the German peo­
ple. I spent two and a half years of my life with them, and I 
love them, a whole lot of them. The man who inhabits the 
borders of the Rhine, the man who inhabits Bavaria and 
Wiirttemberg, easily moved to tears and easily moved to laugh­
ter and easily moved to rage, is a man whom I have learned to 
love; and I _have -always believed that this war in Europe, 
brought on by the obstinate refusal of the Kai er to leave either 
to a tribunal of arbitration or to a concert of Europe the ques­
tion at issue between Austria and Serbia, inspiring Austria 
to refusal, is not the fault of the German people, but is a proof 
of what I said a moment ago, "Whom the gods would destroy, 
they first make mad." 

There is ~othing in the world like sea power. It starved the 
South. I heard the Senator from Wisconsin talking a momf!nt 
ago, and if I could have been amused by the recollection of 
the h·agedy of my own people I would have been amused. He 
talks of the English :fleet starving the German people. You 
not only did not let us have food, but you would not even let 
us have quinine; you would not even let us have medicine. 
You would not even let medicine go through the ranks to be 
administered by your own surgeons to your own soldiers. And 
why? Because the war had to be concluded and peace had to 
be established, and you felt that was the quickest way to do it. 
We pled no baby act. 

Now, a little bit more common sense, Mr. President. The 
Senator from Wisconsin spent a whole lot of time talking about 
the violations of the rights of neutrality by Great Britain, and 
he labored in extenso in trying to establish an identity of pur­
pose and an identity of act between the violations by Great 
Britain and the violations by Germany of our neutral rights. 
He proved thereby-to cite a paragraph in a funny paper not 
long ngo-that he did not know the difference bet''iYeen a prize 
court and a torpedo. 

Great Britain has murdered none of our citizens. Great 
Britain has drowned none of our women and children. Great 
Britain 4as seized our merchandise and carried it into port 
and had its court sit upon it, to adjudicate whether or not 1t 
was subject to confiscation. She bas gone further than any 
nation ever went before, because when she seized our cotton and 
our wheat to keep them from going to the enemy and pro­
non need them contraband, she has paid for them at the market 
price. 

I am a little tired, Mr. President-! do not know whether 
you are or not--of utterances like that of the Senator from 'Vis­
cousin in denouncing the entente powers. Who are the entent-e 

. 
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power ·? France, La Belle France, sunny France, sweet all their forts and naval station~ and shipyards open as well 
France--tile most companionable people on the surface of the: as her own; she will begin to get ready to whip us unless Eng­
earth; the country of Lafayette and Rocliambeau and De Jand's fleet preYents it. 
Grasse; the country of Victor Hugo and · Moliere and Racine; · Now, Great Britain can, by se..'l. power, defend herself almost 
the country of the men who imitated the American example iJ;ldefin!tely, defend .herself long enough for us to get ready 
when they flung to the breeze bamiers with "Equality, fra- to help her ~o defend us.· You can put ·it in your pipe and 
ternit~·. and liberty." inscribed upon them, although they carried smoke it, the fact that you must choose whether you are going 
the banner to_a bloody end that was not justified. to fight Germany now with assistance or wllether you are going 

Doe · the Senator hope to make me hate France or Frenchmen to fight her later; you have got to fight her. · 
because I love some Germans-most of them-nearly all of them Mr. President, I know of but one way to fight anybody. You 
I have ever seen? ' can not a~ ways w~ip him, but there is but one way with a 

Then the gentleman undertakes to "twi t the British lion's hope of succe s, and that i to hit him just as soon as the 
tail." We have had a whole lot of demagogues who habitually 'provocation comes, and as quickly as you can and as strongly 
do tha t. It ab olutely started soon after the Revolution, but . _as you can. That i whrit we have got to do. 
not with those of us whose forefathers fought under George Mr. Pre ident, there is a lot more; and it is very difficult 
Washington in the. Continental line to establish American inde- to make a reply to the. speech of the Senator from Wiscon in, 
pendence. The War of Independence was really carried on because he scatters so y~m have got to scatter in reply. You 
against the will of the English people, again t the German king can hardly keep track of your own intellect when you are trying 
who happened to be then the King of Great Britain, with hired to follow his supposed intellect . . We had from him a long, 
He ians, who were also Germans, again t the_leadership of that labored eulogy of German policy and of her methods; a long, 
greatest Englishman that America ever produced-George Wash- labored defense of her use of submarines in a way unknown 
ington. · to civilization. He made a long, labored critici m of the Pre i-

Can the gentleman tell me that so mnny thousand Germans ~ent of the United St~tes, who is just as much your Presid~nt 
helped to overcome the South in the war between the States? right now as he is mine, although I helped to elect him and 
Of course they did, but the Senator did not hope to get my you did not. 
sympathy upon that proposition. -. They were hirelings, as the But .what was true .when l\IcKinley sent his message to us in 
Hessians were during the Revolution, as they came in in every .the Congress of the United States? I happened at that time to 
immigrant ship, enlisting to fight the South, a section of which have sometll~ng to do with that in ·the Foreign Affairs Com: 
they l'l.ad no knowledge whatever of what was going on or what m~ttee. I made a speech which.. was one mi.;.:..ute long in favor of 
the question was . . They could not read the American Constitu- what McKinley wanted. CHAMP CLAnK said it was the only 
tion in English and never read it in German. The Senator does one-minute speech he ever llea.rd, and tllat one-minute speech 
not arouse -mY admiration in that quarter, beginning with the was this: "I have talked too much about the tyranny and the 
Hessians in the War of the Revolution and eyery war we have oppre sion ~Y SpaJ.n, in C~ba and about_ the disorganized condi­
ever had. With the exception of a few German-American cit- tion there to oppose now any measure proposed in favor of. put­
izen , natives of Missouri and other States, who ser-ved :with ting an end to it, and when I speak for .myself I think I speak 
patriO't:i ·m and with a high spirit of liberty, with the idea that for the Dem9cratic Party." That is not a literal quotation but 
slaves ought to be emancipated~with the exception of a few it is substantially correct. 
of them, the great majority of German who fought the South I had a quarfer of a minute left. We Democrats gave him the 
were mere hirelings who landed at Ca tie Garden and served at $50,000,000 he wanted and a ked no questions. 
$13 a month plus the bounty. . . Now, what are you going to do? I will tell you what you are 

Mr. President, the man who does not know the difference going to do. You are going to imitate our example as well as ·you 
between a prize court and a torpedo submar·ine's shot without ki:ww how, because you love this country as well as I do. Lots 
warning against a merchant ship ought not to be a Member of of you nqrth of the line have m~re cause to love it than I .have, 
the United States Senate, and a man who will indulge in a but I have cause sufficient. The Senator from Wi cousin says 
labored argument to prove that they are identical ought not to that with the European war carried on over there "we have 
be a l\Iember of the United States Senate. nothing to lose." Have ,we not? Have we no honor that we 

The gentleman tells us that Thomas Jefferson said that when might lose? HaYe we no regar:d for the sovereignty of the 
you grant to one power a given right you must grant the same American Nation that we might be compelled to dispense with? 
right to the other or else you violate neutrality. Of course, Have we no reg~rd for the flag floating from the flagstaff of our 
Thomas Jefferson was nearly always exactly rigllt, and nobody ships that were sunk without warning_ upon the high seas? 1 ~:? 
can torture out of what he said anything that was wrong. But sentiment rot? Is patriotism rot? .Is there nothing that a man 
the major premi e being established_ the minor premise is that has which he either posse ses or po sesses him that is precious 
Germany and Great Britain .have done the same thing ·to us. to him except money and material advantage? . 
They have not: The minor premi e · happens to be absolutely The Senator in another part of his speech said the poor man 
false. It ju t happens that '\vay historically. They have not done would have to bear all tl1~s expense of war. I need not refer to 
the same-thing. The tatement that they have i a lie. that, because we all know that under the scheme of Democratic 

ThE>n the Senator goes on and tells us that "if we ·ell to one Federal taxation it is the rich man who is going to pay the taxes 
power and do not sell to the other, or refuse to ell to the other, upon inheritance and upon income, both graduated to suit hi 
Thomas Jefferson said we violate neutrality." Of course; but fortun~. According to the private opinion of a great many 
have we ever sold one thing to France, England, or Russia that people-! am not one of them-it is graduated too much . . 
we have refused to sell to Germany, or were not willing to sell :S:e wants t:o persuade ~ that it is the rich man's war and 
to Germ·any, at any time if Germany · was ready to receive the poor man's fight. I heard all that .gammon and demagogy 
the goods and ready to take the respon ibility of their receipt? in the South after the Civil War. It was a lie then, as it is now .. 
The Senator from Wisconsin knows that any insinuation to that By the way, now I am getting tired of another thing. This 
effect is false. It is historically untrue.. does not come frOJ?l the Senator from Wisco~sin ; it comes frqru 

Is it our fault that while Germany wa commanding the land some other Senator who spoke. I am getting very tired of some: 
with almost supreme power England commanded the sea? body saying t~is is a ~·Wall Street war." It is a lie. ' 

Oue more word of common sense, Mr. President. W·hirh w·ould Mr. OVERMAN. A Wall Street l~e. 
you rather do---.:-fight Germany now, with France and England l\fr. ~ILLIAl\IS.. Probably. a ':Vall Street lie~ as the , Sen~ to;· 
and Hu · ~hi to heli) you, or fight her later, when she is ready, by from North Car?lin!l- ha~ smd. ·. W.all Sh·ee.t a~d the money 
our. eiYe ? You hm·e got to do one or the other. ·... power of the cap1tahsts dtd. not smk t~e L!ts1.tan1a and se;nd , to 

A whole lot of people tell m~ that the entente are bound. to the judgment ?f Go~ . ~ho e men, w~men, and children_ unsbt:iv_en .. 
win the 'var in Europe. ' I tell you they are not. I tell you that 'Vall Street ·dtd not smk the A.rabtc. Wall Street d1d not smk 
with t~wt line almo t like a· t:ight-angle triangle, with a salient . the. S~tsse~: ' 'Vall ~treet_ diu: not sink ~he Algo1UJ1tin' .w_i!h th~ 
here, with Robert E. Lee behind that line with a capacity to American ·flag ~n ll~r ~am_ staff, nor ~hd .Wall Str~t s~n.k tb~ 
reinforce ·one part of it to the other while the enemy had to last three Amencan s1up wtth flags ffymg that were sunk m the 
go all m·otind, he woi1ld ,vin that wrir. same way. I an1 tired of lies like that. · ' ·. · · 

I tell you, furthermore, that the Italian barrier can not be ·· I think it is the duty of American Senators and Representa­
protected .if there are enOugh· German people put in, and ·when · tives and the American people to. ):>rand thei;D lies, as they .are. 
once broken France·· will be attacked upon the south-unforti- One Senator said something about ."putting the dolla'r mark 
tied and undefended-on the ItaUan side. : upon the flag." ·That struck .me as peculiar. I am the son of 

I tell yo:u,· moreover, that . if Germany does· win that fight · ·a father whose mother said to him, " Ki~, you· .ai·e .a W.J:l:ig; yo\1 
upon ' tlie Continen.t of Europe: with Belgiuin alreo.dy ·a vassal nre opposed to secession; let the ·Yankees an.d the secessionistS. , r 
State, Holland . to beeoi:iie· one, . Fran·c~ by defeat . one, with 'fight this war." And h-iS reply was,--" Mother, the time I,as pa.Ssetl 
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for a gentleman to determine whether he shall fight or not. The a pathway that is not a public highway or who incidentally de­
only question is ·which side ·hall he fight on. I can not help stroys some property that is growing, I can forglye; but one who 
kill Anne's kinsfc,Ik." Anne was my mother. comes up to me and tells me that he is going to do it whenewr 

I have a hearty contempt for the_ man who does not know he pleases, because he is stronger than I am, is a man \Yhom I 
his en\ironment and his kindred amlllis friends and his country. can not forgive. 
It may be narrow, but I loYe my plantation better than any Germany thought she was stronger than we are; and she is 
other plantation, my county better than any oth~r county, my right ju ·t now. These ready nation assume a great deal in 
State better than any other State in the Union, and my coun- connection Tiith the unready nations. V?e two branches of the 
try better than any otller country in the world, and my race- English-speaking race-a~ross tl1e sea and here-ha\e always 
the Engli h-~peaking race-better than any other race. That been unready for war, thank God, and ·hall remain so, because 
r eminds me; coming back to t\Yi ting. the British lion's tail, TI'e think it is better to call out the full power of the people 
it is a performance very seldom indulged in by those whose when the emergency comes than it is to keep them weighted 
forefathers fought for American freedom and independence. clown for 20 years in order to do one year's fighting. As a rule, 
It i generally indulged in by somebody else. people do one year's fighting out of each 20 years of their actual 

Whence do we get our laws? Wl1ence do we get our litera- existence. 'Ve have done less, of course. 
ture? \\~hence do we get our ethical philosophy? Whence do We are not declaring war here. Gentlemen who prate about 
we get our general ideas of religion? Fr m the people who peace wllen there is no peace make me tired. The war is here 
sired our fathers before tl1ey came here. nnd the German Kai ~N· bt·ought it. Instead of appealing to me 

I am tired of men telling me, Welshman, Scotchman, English- and to you not to <lefend ourselves, let them, if they have any 
man in blood, as I am, that the hereditary enemy of the United influence with their· patron saint, appeal to him-the Kaiser­
State · is England or Wales or Scotlan<l-that it is Great Britain. and get him to quit thi ()'arne right here. 've haYe called the 
!Uagna Charta, the Declaration of Rights, the Bill of Rigl:).ts limit, and we called the limit upon tile sinking unwarned of mer­
included in the Con titution in its ilrst 10 amendments-the chant ships belonging to us or belonging to other people with 
Yery principles embodied in the Constitution <lerived from our noncombatant citizens aboard in \iolation of every precedent 
colonial experience under English rule-all come from England, of international law that was eYer known. They reply, "We can 
a country whose high prie t is John 1\Iilton, whose sweet singer not use submarines otherwise •·; and we reply to tllat, "If you 
was Burns, whose great intellect \Yas Shnke~peare, whose (Treat can not do so. do not u e submarines ; that is your affair." 
warriors for liberty were Hampden and Si<lney and Simon de Then they reply, "It is a matter of necessity; we can not whip 
Montford. Great Britain otherwise." Our reply is, "·we ha\e nothing to 

I \\Ould rather have heard the Senator from Wisconsin eulo- do with the qne.tion of your whipping Great Britain; you whip 
gize the best off hoots of that branch and tho e offsboots right her all you please or can, but do not undertake to whip us wllile 
here in Canada and. Australia and. in South Africa. They are you are about it." · 
the b1·anches of the old stock that had the courage to le.aYe the The Senator from Wiscon in referred to "this European war" 
neighborhood and em·ironment and seek out a new habitat and which we are about to <"nter. We are not about to enter any 
adapt themselves to it, and who won the fight. Men who, like European \T:U'; we are about to enter an American war, which 
our ancestor , plowed the field with the rifle on their shoulder has been forced upon America by German military authority. 
while they held the plow with the other hand. Th<"y were It is not any European \\"fll' at all. so far as we are concerned. 
English and Scotch and 'Velsh and Irish. Then the Senntor w·ent on in a very platitudinous way and 

It was an Englishman of the Englishmen, a· far as his blood read one of those wonderfully exciting and curious letters from 
is concerned-George 'Va hington, of l\1ount Yernon-\\ho pre- some female farmer out in the Dakotas, I beliese it was. I 
fen·ed to haye the people speak of him a George Wa hi.ugton, ha\e forgotten just what sbe did sa~· but ~he goes on to 
of Mount Vernon-his plantation name-rather tllan by some say-yes; here it is-that she had "patched her boy's bree he " ; 
other name, who led the American force that fought against she had patched her boy up, and she had been taking care of him 
the dictates of a German-blooded king backed up by He sian for she <lid not know how long, and asks " Is he to be now 
hirelings. George Washington· warned against entangling alii- sent to H slaughterl1ou. e?" and aH that cowardly nonsense. Oh, 
ance and warned against another thing-an infuriate and in- what plntitudes all that i.. "I did not raise my boy to be a 
sensate hatred of some particular people, because a man with soluier," and all tllat non~ ense. If you raised your boy right, 
that in his blood is incapable of being a real good American you rai eel him to do whate,·et· he had to Llo for his own honor· 
citizen in a country where the meltiug pot \Yill finally operate. or for his country's honor. You also raised him to keep from 

I do not like the arraignment which the Senator from Wis- being u soldier just a. long as he could abstain with honor. 
con in made of the English people or the English Gove1;nment, There are some things wor e than war and there are_some 
e'en more democratic than our own. I do not like it becaus~ it thing· worse than death. Death is not such · an awfully bnd 
was not correct historically, because it \Yas not true in senti- thing. You do not know and I do not know whether you or I 
ment. and because it was an insult to the gentlemeu from whose :will be wor, e off or better off if we wake up in another state of 
loin I sprang when they themselYes fought against people of exi tence. There is a certain lot of incon\enience and pain 
like blood who wanted to oppress them. What did they fight accompanying it as yon are dying, or just before yo:1 die, for I 
for? They fought for this-Thomas Jeffer~on and old Samuel have stood by the bedside of many friend , and just as they 
Adams were pretty nearly the only ones of them who then took died they all seemed to be contented. and happy and peaceful 
a larger vision-George Washington anu Lincoln and Greene and a sweet expre sion came upon their faces; but a little be­
and the balance of them fought for "the inherited rights of fore it there was great l)flin. Nobody wants it, and the man 
Engli hmen belonging," as they contended, " to Engli 'lunen in who say he is courting death ot· courting danger is generally 
America a well as to Englishmen in England." Tho e inherited either a liar or a fool. 
rigJ1ts of Englishmen were afterwards expre. ~ e<l in the Consti- But there aTe wor e thing · than death. and one of them is to 
tution of the United States. Thomas Jefferson and Samuel live foreYer coupled with your other elf while your other self 
Adams had a bit broader vision and Yiew; they went a bit fur- tells :you that you are a pu illanimous, degenerate coward. It 
ther; and Thomas Jefferson's vision went to the Declaration of is worse than death to have elf-contempt. I mean a total seli­
Inclepenuence, which inciudes not only tlle rl.,..hts of Englishmen contempt. '"e ha\e all got it now and then about things; I 
but •· the rights of man," whlch were later embodied in the know I hm·e. lVe all do thing · now and then that deserve om· , 

- Declaration of the French Republic. contempt for ourseln•s a far a the act is concerned; but to 
Somebody said to me the other day, "Yon seem to be angry li\e in a continuous aml lmbitual ~tate of self-contempt is Yery 

and in a passion about this German question," and I saiU, "I much worse than death. I imagine that that ,,·oman raising 
am." Next to the indignation of God i the righteous indigna- her boy and "patclling his breeches" so that he could not be 
tion of a true man with a soul in him and reel blood, instead "sent to a slaughterhouse" and indoctrinating him with th 
of bluish milk, in his veins, against the Get·man as ·umption of idea that his other and 1Jett r elf ought to look down upon his 
German superiority and against German .arrogance an<} )njury real earthly self ns a contemptible, degenerate coward never 
and insult; but. above all, insult. You know it will sound to a thought about the fate to which in false motherly loYe she TI·as 
lot of you curious, but the thing I belieye that I resent most is condemning him. 
wbat Germany said to us about painting our ships like the dis- Then that platitude of J·he reply of the Senator from "i.­
play window of a barber shop, when we could go, by her allow- cousin to the platitudinolls I ttcr that he received really nt·ousetl 
ance, once a week into one port in one country, more tllan I do more curiosity than euifkation. By the \Yay jt is the first time 
e,~en the sinking of our ships and the dt·owning of our citizens., I eYer heard a man declai'rn his own letter. ' 
I thi~ _nearly every gentleman resents insult more than he re- Now, l\fr. Presideut, I suppose this debate i. l)l'etty near·l;\' 
sent"' lllJUry. A man who co~ne upon my place ancl goes tlu·ongb closed. I fancy it is from the fact that the Senator from Wi!::i-

LY--lG 
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on. in has alreruly spoken. [Laughter.] As a rule the Sen· 
ator from "\Vi: cousin does not speak until tlle curtain is about 
to fall upon the drama and until he can pose as the In t, if not 
the chief, actor in the scene. I have my doubt as to whether 
or not I na\e committed an act of wi dom or stupidity in talk· 
ing at alL I am a little bit inclined to think I would have been 
wi. er if I had kept my seat instead of taking to my feet, but 
I did want to empha ize these two ideas: The first one is that 
men \Yho aTe talking about peace al·e talking about nothing 
that is exi ting. The men who tell you that after war is de· 
clared" they will line up and be a. bra-ve a Julius Cresar had 
better tell us that war i here and that they are already lined 
up and as nearly as bra\e a Julius Cresar as they know how 
to be. [Laughter.] 

That is one idea, anLl the second idea, I repeat, is that the 
man who can not distinguish between th character of the 
Yiolations of our neutral right committed by Great Britain 
and by France and the character of violations committed by 
Germany ha not . ense enough to di tingui. h between a prize 
court and a torp <lo. [Laughter.] That is the common sen e 
of the ituation. What is the use of standing here and reading 
the declaration of London? What i the u e of my tnnding 
here, if I wanted to, and showing that the people of the North 
during the Civil \Var did just exactly what Great Britain is 
doing now, only they went further'? "\Vhat is the use of it all? 
The que. tion is thi : I am kicketi; I ha\e been kicked three 
time ; I have receh·ed a ·written notice that I am going to be 
kicked again, and unless the part of ruy anatomy that I am to 
be kick~l ·upon is pnral~·zcd I ID1.L'5t resent it, and so mu ·t you. 
[Laughter.] 

The Senator from WLconsin Sl_)enks of "the demand of the 
Executi\e." My Lord! The poor Executive! "The demands 
of the Executi\e!" lias President Wil on i sued any demand 
to you or to me? He has given us a little advice, and I think 
it is very good ad-vice, although I think he was a little bit slow 
about giving it. I will tell you the demands that are calling me 
and you to vote for this re ·olution. They are the demands of 
honor, · of afety, of liberty, of justice, and of equality. Those 
are the demands that are compelling and propelling and im­
pelling me; and I suppose you-I miO'ht go further and say the 
demand back of all that is the in.';len ate and insane demand of 
the Kai er of Germany. 

Then the Senator ays that " the other neutral nations are 
not taking the com· e that we are taking." No; they are not. 
But why? There is Norway, the land of the' free and the brave 
noll the true country whence the Normans came and whence 
nlmost all the blue blood of Europe to sit 11pon its thrones came. 
\Vhy does not Norway resent these insults? Oh, l\Ir. President, 
it is a. ad and tragic thing, but Norway is too weak. ·why does 
not Denmark act? Because her very hands are in the mouth 
of the mad dog. 'Vhy does not Holland act? Again, because 
·be dares not. German troops are lined aero s her border, 

ready to walk O\er her pro trate body a they walked over the 
body of Belgium; to hoot her civilian if they express ym­
pathy for them. elve against the German enemy; to burn down 
her school , her libraries, and her cathedrals, as the Germans 
burne<l down tho e in Belgium. Holland is cowed. A brave 
race are the Dutch. They faced Spain in its pride and power 
with the help of England. They fought and died for liberty 
to speak and to worship. But, Mr. President, almost any people 
in the world, no matter how bra-ve, now and then can be cowed 
noll for a time act like whipped slayes. It is the mo t tragic 
and pathetic thing in all hi tory when that happens either to a 
man or to a nation. 

Why did not Switzerland act? There are other rea on in 
her case. She ha no ea rights to defend ; she has not been in­
jured or been troubled; but she is the only one of the neutral 
powers that would not pring into the arena to-morrow, in 
contradiction of what the Senator from Wisconsin . ays, if 
they were at freetiom to speak and to act, except po sibly 
• 'weden, who e great hatre(l of Russia migllt o\erbalance her 
hatred of Germany. 

The entente allie. the Senator want to excite our enmity 
ngnin t I haYe refened to. I have Et'Poken of France; I have 
spoken of Great Brito.in. How about Ru .,ia? Up to a short 
time ago, so far a. Ru in is concerned, any animadversions 
that the Senator cho e to make would 113.\e met with a goorl 
<leal of Jlllpathy upon my part; but once more I ·ee a people 
1Ju·o'\'\ing off their hackles who have at lea t declared that 
1hey are free. Time will te;~t the que. tion whether they can 
prove that they are worthy to be free or not; but they have ll.t 
lE'ast expres ed the de ire anu the intention to be free, an<l, as 
a rule, where the de ire and the intention go the fact exi t . 

I doubt whether I ought to say this or not, but we haye got 
to go into thi. war now, and we are goincr into it for all we are 

worth, for all our capital is worth, for all our bodie are worth, 
for all that we ha e and all that we are; and I for one, al­
though I may ubsequently perhap regret saying it-maybe I 
may change my mind-but I say now that, feeling as I do 
now, I hope that we wlll never make peace until the universal 
decree of the civilized world has gone forth to the effect that 
the Hapsburger and the Hohenzollerns ha-ve cea ed to reigu. 
just as Napoleon uttered the decree that "the Bourbon had 
ceased to reign." They are not fit for modern Ci\ilization. 

The Hohenzollerns have been able; they ha\e been efficient; 
they haYe been all that; but a race infected with the poi onous 
idea that it is ruling by Di-vine ordinance i. crazy. The Haps­
bur"'ers never were anything except a lot of thick-lipped, stupid 
fellows who married Hungary and then married Bohemia and 
then later on married Upper Tyrol, when they started out as 
grand dukes. 'They never bad been anything and are• not any­
thing now. They ought to have been put aside years ago, lik~ 
" the unspeakable Turk," to use the phra ·e of Mr. Gladstone. 
By the way, we have got it in for "the unspeakable Turk," too, 
who is oppressing not only the Al·menian · but American iti­
zens, and I hope this war " 'ill ne\er eml until lie is thrust into 
A ia to stay there. 

Now, Mr. President, I belie\e-I l~now-I have spoken long 
enough, and I am atmicl I ha\e said too much. 

Mr. RUSTING. 1\fr. President, I would not feel like taking 
up the time of the Senate this e\ening were it not for the fact 
that things ha\e been said here that I feel called upon to try 
to an wer. What I haYe to ay will be more in the nature of a 
reply to the remarks that ha\e been made upon the floor of the 
Senate this afternoon and tbi · e\ening than to offer anythin"' in 
an affirmati-ve way. 

I recognize the right of eye1·y enator-nay, I recognize it 
his duty-to ha\e a mind of hi. own, to formulate hi own 
judgment, and not to . urrender it to the Execnti'le or to any­
body el. e; and at the same time I recognize it a a practical 
propo ition that every citizen as well as every Senator hould 
gi\e hi.· own GoYcrnment the benefit of the pr umption that it 
is in the right in its matters of difference with foreign countri . 
I think eYery Senator will agree, and I hop it will be sub cribed 
to by e-very citizen of this country, that this Government of all 
governments is actuated by no motives of aggre sion, of am· 
bitlon, or by anything other than a de ire to do ju tice aud to 
exact justice for itself in return. We mu t ignore the hi tory 
of the United State , we mu t ignore the action of our Pr si­
dents during all its hi tory, we mu 't forget all about the tradi­
tions of this country and of its state men, if we want to assume 
that every act of our Government in it pr ent cTi i was done 
from a sinister motive or "·as in, pi red by a de ire not only to 
do injustice to friendly nation: but to conspire with oth r 
nation to undo another. 

I want to say that, as far as I am concerned, I am "'Oin"' to 
proceed upon the presumption that thi Government is now 
acting, as hi tory ·how it ha alway acted, in the intere t of 
right and justice to our elve and to other nation . Not only 
that, but I am going to take for grante<l that Pre ident Wilson, 
who e record and character are beyond <li pute, has acted 
honestly, fairly, patriotically, and in accord with the be t and 
highest traditions of American state ·man. hip. 

There has been orne talk here by enators to the effect that 
there has been much intolerant lanO'uage n ed throughout the .... 
land in the di cu ion of this question. I agree with the state· 
ment, but I want to say that mo t of it l1a been u ed by those 
opposed to the Government. It has b en u ed mo tly by the 
traducers of the Pre ident of the United States and slanderers 
o:i: the Government of the United Stat . The Pr iclent has 
been criticized by citizens, oftentimes of very recent origin-and 
new paper cribes began it-a a betrayer of his country and as 
a tool and ally of a foreign country. He ha been held up a a 
man who is attempting to betray his Government into the hands 
of a foreign Government and it has been aid that we ba\e 
lo t our independence, and that upon our hands anll knees we 
are servilely erving n foreign rna. ter. 

Such word · as tho e de erve strong words in reply, and tho e 
who start the argument in :ucll a manner must expect to receive 
it back in kind; only in 17iving it back in kind those that use tl1e 
word · aTe merely attempting to -vindicate their own Go-vernment, 
to defend its honor and good name, while tho e who attack the 
Government and the Pre ident are all doing it in behalf of a 
foreign Government at the expense and to the degradation of our 
honor and good name. 

Now, I am aware how many of our people feel toward war. I 
heard read here this afternoon the re ult of some votes that 
were ca t in the State of 'Vi. con in. I do not know under what 
auspices these election were held. I do not know what the 
qua1ification.s of the Toter: were, if any. I do not know who 
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engineered the elections or supervised thein, and I do not know being attacked, our citizens and our sllips carrying our flag are 
in ·what way they ·were afeguarded. Neither do I know whether being sent to the bottol!t of the sea. In other and en=~n more 
tllo ·e who fe-el differently reftlJ ed to participate in the election, sinister ways our country has been warred upon for a 1wriotl of 
which I think is quite likely. l\ly infor:mation is that no quali- more than two years by agents in the pay of a foreign GoYeru­
fication and few safeguards, if any, were thrown about the elec- ment. 
tions, which in the main were not held under the auspices of Plots have been hatched, conspiracies have been formed, 
civil authority, but were in reality personally conducted as a propaganda has been scattered through our country, and the 
rule by German sympathizer · and initiated and promoted by minds of our people haYe been poisoned against their own Gov­
them, ann that in the e elections, generally, the clti2;ens who ernment until they have almo t been' led to beliew that they can 
upport the Government refu ed to take part. Be that as it not trust their own Gowrnment. l\fen ha\e been led to believe 

may, even so I am not urprised at the re ult, the question put that other and foreign Go\ernments are the abused Gowrn­
being, Shall we enter the European war? I believe that if the ments, and that instead of being in the right ,,..e haYe been in 
people of the United States were asked to >ote for war or no the wrong. Many men and many newspapers, many ~ocieties 
war their preference would be against war. I am for no war. and conferences and league , and what not, base, tlu·ough the 
Th people 'Yant no \Yar if they can a \oid it, and so I venture to press an<l upon the forum, attacked the Go>ernment of the 
say that if the >ote were purely one of peace or war, not only United States in everything that it has said or done in its con­
tho. e of the 100,000,000 of people "·ho are old enough to >ote, h·oversy with Germany, and ju tifiecl everything that Germany 
but the Pre i<lent and the Congres:, would all \Ote for peace has done against the United States. According to the;-;e pre­
and against war. tended loyal supporters of America, America has done nothin~ 

But that is not the question, l\Ir. President. The question is, that is right, but e>erythin<Y that i wrong, ancf Germany h2.s 
Shall the people of the United State. suffer Germany to make done nothing that is wrong, but everything that i. right. Amer­
'vnr on us without defending ourselves? Shall the people of the ica can do no right and Germany can do no wrong, according to 
United States ·upport the President and the Congress of the them. Yet they claim to be loyal, and point with pride to \Yhat 
United State -that is . to say, their Go>ernment-!n whatever their brave ancestors or heroes in blood have done for their 
cour e it is concluded be t to take in the interest of the people's country in the past. 
welfare and safety, even to the extent of going to war? Put They tell us that men of German blood fought in the '\Ynr of 
this question and I \enture to predict that the vote will be over- the Rebellion and aided us in that great conflict. That is true . 
.vhelmingly in the affirmative. I want to go on r ecord as saying I join in e>ery tribute that ha been paid the German-American 
that I believe if these questions were put to the people of Wis- soldier. I can not subscribe to what the Senator from l\Iis­
cou. in, whom I haYe the honor in part to repre. ent-namely, si sippi [l\fr. WILLIAMS] has said, because the men of German 

~ whether they will sustain their Go>ernment in the course it con- blood who fought in the Civil War whom I know ("·ith one or 
elude best to take in - defense of the welfare and. safety of two exceptions) are them elves and their children and their 
om: 11eople, e>en to the extent of war-the verdict would be an grandchildren preaching loyalty to-day to the German-A .. mericans 
ovenybelming one in favor of sustaining the Go\ernment. I that have come over since the war. They were gallant, brave old 
know that the people of 'Vi ~cousin are loyal to the Govern- boys, and many of them were as good soldiers as eYer carried a 
ment. Their loyalty has been emblazoned in imperishable let- musket in defense of the flag. '\Ve know that. All honor to them. 
ters upon the pages of history. The brave deeds of our gallant 'Ve ha>e erected statue in their honor. But these men have been 
boys in the Civll War are a source of pride and joy to all Wis- honored not because of what they have clone again t tile Pnited 
con ·in men. In the panish Wat~ an<l again on the Mexican StatE'S but beca.use of what they have done for the United ~tates. 
border Wiscon in roops stood at the head of the forces in re- The men who are dislo:ral-and there are some, but I am gla<l 
:-:pect to efficiency and soldier-like qualities generally. I know there are only a few, proportionately-these men who point with 
that the people of 'vt~consin are loyal, and God forbid that their pride to the patriotism of the soldiers who fought in the Ci\il 
loyalty should e\er be brought into que~tion... God forbid that War are the ones that are loude. t, sometimes, in denunciation 
anyone who loves \Visconsin should cite the >otes taken at She- of the United States and in exaltation of the German Govern­
boy"'nn and l\lonroe as evidence that their citizens would re- ment. '\Yhy do not they follow the worthy example set by their 
fu. ·e to support their Government. I for one refuse to be- sires or by their fellow countrymen who, instead of carrying on 
lie\e that these \Otes thus taken were e>idence of a desire or propaganda against the flag in the dark clays of the CiYil '\Var, 
puq)ose not to support the Government in it efforts to protect went out and risked and laid down their lives in defen ·e of the 
the welfare and safety of our own people, e>en to the extent of flag? 
war. l\fy idea of lo~ralty, l\Ir. Pre ident, consists in aiding an<l sup-

Surely every citizen can not have it hi own way. Take porting the Government, not in attacking and abusing it. It 
this body ; they must agree upon orne line of action; they i my iO.ea of those who now are ruising their >oices against 
must agree with the Executive upon orne line of action. There the Go>ernment, if they want to emulate the example of their 
are 96 Senators in this Chamber. I >enture to say that no t."Wo progenitors in · the Civil War, to encourage aml ·upport their 
of them, offhand, would agree upon exactly the right wa.y to wage Government, and not barn· it nor obstruct it. 
this war or would agree exactly, without counsel with one an- Now, I want to get clown to a discu sion of some of the 
other, upon what we should have done in all the crises that we questions that were raised by Senators who haye spoken this 
have passed .through. afternoon and evening. In the first place, it is charged tlwt thi!'; 

"l\1any men, runny mind ." I s it not impractical to· say Government has been unneutral. It is charged that we have 
thut each man for himself can decide what thi country must do done certain things; that we have tolerated certain things from 
in an international crisis? I s it not manife tly absurd to sug- England that we ha>e not tolerated from Germany. Tlwy say 
ge.t that we can follow many different men with many different that we tolerated a blockude on the part of Great Britain, and 
minds in an international cri i ? it is now said that we should have stopped the e violations by 

There is only one way in which we can act, and that is t o Great Britain at the very outset when she first proclaimed her 
act in unison. We have got to ha\e a leader, and we have got blockade of the North Sea. 
to agree with that leader when we are dealing with a foreign 'Vhy did we suffer Great Britain to maintain the blockade of 
nation; otherwh;e we are not a counh·y, but a rna of in<livid· the North Sea? W"hy did \ve suffer Germany to establish her 
uals that will fall ea y prey to any unite~ force such as any first blockade? I claim now,a I have always claimecl.that thee 
large country in Europe can bring ·against us. blockades, at least in part, \Yere illegaL I am sorry they were 

I say that while we do -not have to ask any man's judgment not stopped. Perhaps that would ha\e ended it all. But, l\Ir. 
and take it for our own, yet within reason and \Yithin bounds, President, if we are going to go back and consider whnt ~houlcl 
if this country is to be perpetuated if it i to continue to exist, ha,·e been done two years ago, then let ns go back to the per­
we must have teamwork we mu ·t act together, we must pull spectiYe of that time, when these judgments had to be formed. 
together whenever a foreign foe raise its head against us. The judgments had to be reached, not in the light of what has 
"United we stanu, divided we falL" The danger now is right at happened since but in the light then obtaining. 
our uoor. . In pa~sing, let me ask why some of the Senators who now 

I wish that I could >ote again. t this \Yar. It would ease my claim that we should have topped England clid not then allvise 
mind and my conscience to YOte against any wal'. I doubt if the breaking of relations with England or going to \vnr with her 
there is anyone here who would not feel ea~ ier if he were not if she refused to lift blockades? Why did :enator. quite 
culled upon to settle this question. It "·oul<l be pleasant to generally favor prote ts only instead of deliyering ultimatums? 
evade respon ibility and let things urift and tru t to luck to The reason why this Government did not <leliYet· ultimatums 
~a•e us. But the question is not whether 1Ye want war; the was because the Senators and Representatives who are against 
qu stion is, ",'hnll we suffer war to he made upon us without war generally and the people of the country, and parti cularly 
defending ourselve. ·?" '\Ye are not the aggres. ·or. 'Ve are not j those people \Yho belieYe in peace at any price, would not let the 
attacking anybody, _but w~ are being attacked. Our ships are Government put it elf in the attitude of deliYering an ultima tum. 
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\Vlly? Be aw en•ry ultimatum carri . with it tile po~ ibility 
of war unu ,....-hen we once adopt the doctrine that we mu. t not 
Jun·e any 'var, no matter what the provoca.tion,_ then we- have 
taken the punch out of our <liplomacy in ituati-on. of this kind. 
The time may come when nation engaged in a death grapple 
may listen to r ason :::mu ju tice for rea on's and justice . ake, 
but that time is not yet here. Diplomacy in times like th e 
<'arrie · f01 e with it only when backed by a united, re. olute, 
aJHl <le-termine<l Government. 

\Ve can not xpect nati-ons to respect ultimatum or r ·pect 
1·equests unle s they are as. ured that if they refuse to r pect 
tile claims they will inT"Ol\e them. elves in ho tilities. 

Going back then to two year ago, we all rem mb.er llow we 
hoped to keep out of tbi war and bow everybo<ly wanted the 
Gowrru.uent to· keep out of this war if pos ible. We urgueu to 
ourselv-e , om thing lilie thi : Here are several countxie at 
wm·. Tlti. war will not L:'l t very long. Europ has gone war 
mau. 1:he. e nations <lo not r peet international law any more. 
Tii war will soon be over. Whatever they a.re doing now 
again t u can be paid for in money. Let u not u e our A.l'my 
anu our Navy to collect bills; let us not sheu the blood of <nu· 
boys for a few paltr ' dollars. Let u not put our lY s i.R a 
po ition where we mil ba\e t fight with ,,·ar-rnau Emope ju:'t 
becau e we have lost orne bu ine., . 

So in res110n e to a national . entiment and public opinion, in­
cluding the approYal of those who abhor war and who tllink war 
i .· unjustifiable and illSpired with the hope that the war might 
eu<l oon, and that ''e might avoid being drawn in. we auopted 
the. ettled policy, which has been adhered to to tlti ·day, that we 
would not make or threaten war on any nation invading om· 
rio-hts in thi war o long a the da.mag \\e .·uffered ther by 
<-oulll be compen ·ated in money. Therefore, w filed claim in 
the nature of uit for every uch wron"' uffel'ed by u · ither 
at the bands of the entente or the Germanie allies, x:pe ±in,. 
of cour e, to recoYer damages when peace returned. yow~ it 
seem to me that this is the reason wl.ly Great Britain wa 
suff red to do things against us that he had no. right to do and 
~·hy Germany was suffered to do thing· against us that ·he bau 
no right to do. Thus, we adopted the policy of . uffering Great 
Britain and Germany to commit acts upon u that were in \"iolu­
tion of international law which we con idered susceptibl f 
settlement by way of damages. Now, thtL'3 f..'U·, in that re.·pect 
tilere was no · di:fferen in our treatment of Great Britain or 
Germany. It bas been argued here, howev-er that tile wrong 
suffered at our hands by both belligerent allies wa.s of equal 
gravity, and that we had as much reason to war on Great Britain 
as we had on Germany. It has even been argued that if we felt 
it nee sary to declare war on Germany, we could do no le s than 
to declare war on Great Britain. I have recei-red a great many 
Jetter and telegrams along the arne line. It is astoni ·h.ing to 
find that men who are opposed to war suddenly become 'Yar 
mad. that they ugge t that if we enter into war at all w 
should make war on the whole of Europe. Of cour. e it i absurd 
to ·ugge t e-ren that we hould declare war against the Germanic 
allie. , on the one hand, and the entente allies, on the Dther at 
the same time and thus makke it a thr e-corner u affair. 

If the e injuries had been confined to pecuniary lo e we 
would not have warred again t Great Britain or Germany; ,,..e 
woul<l not baYe warred at all. \Ve would haT"e remained at 
peace. llight here the analogy ceases.. On February 4 1915, 
Germany proclaimed the 'vater m·rounding Great Britain and 
Ir land, including the whole English Channel, a war zone, and 
it wa fmth r indicated at that time that they intended to ignore 
the rules of international law requiring visit and search and 
propo ed to . ·ink merchantmen without warning anu witllout 
pro\-illin()' for tl.le afety of pa engers and crew. To thi · procla­
mntlon the 'Cnited tates, on February 10, 1915, prote ted, point­
ing out that ·uch action on tile part of Germany would ndnnger 
the liYe. of om· citizen null it would be in violation of the prin­
ciple.· .of international law. otwitru tanding thi protest Gei·­
many 11r0c ued to c::u-ry out her threat, re ultino- in the inking 
of the Lusitania, where more tban 100 Americans lost tbeiL' lives 
an{l many hun<lreds of noncombatant men, worn n, anu cbililien 
wer nt to a wat ry grave ·without waTning an<l without any 
attempt bein,. maue to afegnaru their IiveJ . History record no 
more infarnou · act than this . The world was horror· stricken ; 
tJ1e United tate. wa stunned with grief and horror; the p ple 
'"e1·e aflarue with wrath. \Ve prote teu; our protel· haxe not 
be n heede.l to thi. · ua~-. Again and again boats wer ·unk 
without wm·ning, and ao-ain and a ..... ain m n :women, and chil­
~h-eu went down to t heir lleath defen eles. and undefelldetl So, 
in nil, ~10 Am ricnn li\-es ha\e bBen ruthle sly and 'nmtonly 
tuk n. ~lany Ameri ·an !';hips, carrying A.met~ic.an cargoe , bound 
from n utral po1·t to n~utJ ·al port, carrying .A.mer·ican maiL;;:, are 
tlonting phantoms below the stu face of the . ·en, airnl ~ly and 

he.lple ly drago-ing the be<l.ra_g~led ~tur. · :m<l tri.,pe: into the 
depths of the o euu an<l sUll carr. ing tl.le bone. · null botU . of 
noneomb~tant men. women and chilll.ren, iunocent Yictirns of 
piracy anti as as i.nation. 

To th-o who u k whit the difference in ofl.'en. es i , 1 an w r 
that it is the diff renee between m n and money-tb <lifference 
between that of life and property. That t 11 the . tory. Gr~at 
Rritain ay. : ' lV hall op and seize your hip. entering the 
blockade zone. ' G-erman say : " Here is a dead line. If you 
cro s that line we will kill your 1Jeople ; w will ink your hiD.· · 
we will destroy your cargoe and yonr mail . This is a line ov 1: 
wbieh you can not pa.s and live." Now, not only has Germany 
·aid that but he ha maue good her threat oYer anu over again. 

Now, it is aid that we haT"e permitted Great Britain to ow 
mine in the ·ea., and that there i no difference in principle be­
tween laying th mines and the torpedoing of a -r el by a sub­
marine witl10ut warning. In addition to her other offense , let 
me po.in.t out right here that it wa. Germany who fir._t ·owed the 
mine. 

On August 7, 1914, three <lay after the war began, Germany 
notified all neutral countries that the trade route to Engli 11 
ort. woul<l b clo · by mines. 
It ha. been ru·gueu here thi eT"enin(l' that Great Britain e. tab­

li he<l mine fieJ<ls anu tbat we did not_ make formal prote t 
against it, and having made no formal prote t against it, it is 
eontended that we lo t our . tatu ~ a a neutral nation. Let me 
'ay, in answer to this, fu· t, that the German Gov rnment it eli 

ne\er made that argnmt>nt against us. She recognized our tatus 
as a neutral for two y ar thereaft r because it i only recently 
that diplomatic r lation. haYe been ev red, anu tllen sever u, 
not by Germany, but by u.. It would . eem difficult, ther for , 
to under tand why any of u · hould que tion our n utrality when 
Germany herself ne1er que tioned it. 

Now, reverting once more to the tatement I made that Get·­
many fu·st sowed mines in the ea an.d tll.at Gr at Britain re­
taliated by the order in eoun.dl of Nowml er 3, 1914, anu the 
aro-ument made that no prote. t wa :fi.l <.l again. t Great Britain's 
v-iolation, I want to say t:.hat tllli· wa the ubject matter of con· 
h·over y nnd COlT pond nee alruo ·t continuow ly for more thnn 
two years, and culminated ewntu.ally in the filing of formalpro­
te tin February, 1917, again t all the o' ing of mine by Grent 
Britain. I here want printed a. part of my remark a part of 
a mem·oranda which wa prepared by the Department of State 
and ubmitteu to me. 

That the United States took "no notice of th declaration by Great 
Britain on -oveml.Jer 3, Hll4., that t.be entire North ea was to be con­
·idel'ed a· a military area, the British JutTing la.id mine fields." 

A:>'SWEr:. 

The illegal ru e of mines in the present war has not b en confineu to 
any one belligerent. Both sides have violated the right of neutral. 
and ha,·e 'O\YD. large areas of the high sea with mines, the r esult vf 
which ba been the de truction of a num~r of neutral ve .. els. 

On Augu t 7, 1914, tb German Governm nt notifird all neutral 
co.untric ' th.at the trade rout · to English ports would be do. <1 by 
nunes. 

In a note dated August 11, 1914, the Briti h ambru ador all ~ <1 
that <krmany had ~tteretl contact min in<llscrlminately about the 
North 'ea anu inforn1ed this Government that in iew of this fact the 
British Atlmiralty held them elves at liberty to auopt similar metho<ls 
in self-defense. · 

On August 1~ the Secretary of State prote. tell again t such action 
on the part o1i Great Britain, statin~? that even "if an enemy of Uis 
Majesty ':s Gov rnmcnt. has, as as ert:ed. endangered neutral commer e 
by an act in violation of the Hague Convention, which can not lle 
ju. tiiied on the groun<l of military nece : ity, thi · Government saw no 
reason for Great Britain adOl}ting a , imilar course, which woul<l arM 
further to the dangers to peaceful navigation of the hlgh. sea.<; by 
vessels of neutral powers. 

On Novemb~r 3, 1914, Great Britain alleging that during the pa . t 
week the German Government had scattered min indi criminat Jy in 
the open ea and on the main trade route from .America to Liverpool 
via tile north of It·eland ; that peaceful merchant ships had air •ady 
been blown up; aml that the mines were Jaitl by som merchant ve -
sels fiyin~ neutral fiags; declared the North 'ea a military area, an<l. 
that all ships that did not follow an inilicate<l cour e woul<l l>e in grase 
danger from the m..i.nes it had been nece . a-ry to lay. 

On February 4, 1015 Germany in retaliation for variou allPg cl 
ill~al acts on the part of Great Britain, notified neutral nations tbat 
•' the water . urronnd.incr Great Britain and Ireland, including tile 
whole English Channel, are hereby declared a -war zone." It wa in­
dicated at tlle awe tlm.c that they would ignore tbe rule of interna­
tional law requirin~ vi it and search and woulu sink merchantmen with· 
out first ascertaining whether they ere neutral or enemy ships and 
without making provisions for the safety of pa sengers and crew. 

To this proclamation the United States, on F bruary 10, 1910, lJro­
t sted and ppinte<.l out that such action on the part of Germany woulc.l 
endanger the liv anll property of citizens ol' neutral and friendly na­
tloru and would iolate th~ principl s of. international law. In its note 
the United State tated that-

" The Government of the Dited State ha. not consente<l to or acqui· 
esced in any m~a.sures which may have llcen taken by th other be1Ug-
rent n::ttil)ru;; in t11e pre. eut war· which opent.t to restrain neutral 

tJ:ade, but has, on the contrary, ta l,en in nll uch matters a position 
which warrant it in holuing those Uoyemment re ponsiblc in the 
p-roper way for any unla.wfitl cffeet.<; upon .American shipping which the 
accepted principles of international law <lo uot ju tify, antl that it there-
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fore regards itst>lf as free in the present instance to take, with a clear 
conscience and ·upon accepted principles, the po.sitlon indicated -in this 
note." 

On February 20, ~915, the United Statt>s, in the interest of neutral 
commerce, sent identic notes to Germany and Great 'Britain in whiah 
the hope was expressed that these -two belligerents "may, through ·re-

- clprocal concessions, find a basis for agret>ment which will relieve .neu­
tral ships engaged in peaceful commerce from the great dangers which 
they will incur on the high seas adjacent to the coasts of the bellig­
erents," and outlined a course of action with regard to the sowing of 
mines and the importation of foodstuffs into Ge.vmany to which it was 
hoped they would agree. Unfortunately, it was not possible to secure 
the consent of the two Governments to the proposal. 

On February 19, 1917, the Secretary of State addressed the 
following note to the British Ambassador : 

From time to time during the present war, as your excellency is 
aware. the Government of IDs Britannic Majesty has given notice of cer­
tain delimited areas of the high seas, designated as " military a-reas " 
or "danger areas," within which merchant shipping of all -kinds, fishing 
craft, and all other vessels were warned that they would be subject tb 
the gravest dangers from mines laid by His Majesty's Government and 
nom hostile operations and that they would enter such waters at ·their 
peril. The matter was referred to in the department's m~orandum of 
August 13, 1914, and has been the subject of subsequent correspondence 
betw en the American Ambassador ·at London and the British Foreign 
Office. 

As a question of appropriating certain portions of the .high seas for 
military operations to the exclusion of the use of the hostile areas as a 
common highway of commerce has not become a settled :principle of 
international law, assented ·to b-y the family of nations, it w1ll be recog­
nized that the United States must, and .hereby does, for the protection 
of American inte1·ests, reserve generally all of its rights in the premises, 
including the right not only to question the 'Validity of these measurE-R, 
but to present demands and claims in relation to any American interests 
which may be unlawfully affected, directly or indirectly, by virtue of -the 
enforcement of these measures. 

ROBERT LANSING. 

It will be noted here that notwithstanding that Germany had 
giYen notice of the mining of the sea on August 7, 1914, and that 
complaint was made against her by the British ambassador on 
Auo-ust 11, 1914, yet on August 13, 1914, the first protest against 
the mining of the sea was directed against Great Britain, and 
this certainly was sufficient to reserYe our rights without form­
ally protesting against each additional similar violation. 

At this point I also wish to offer a memoranda prepared by 
the State Department at my request, showing protests made 
against Great Britain for the laying of mines and other offenses 
up to and including May 24, 1916: 

August 13, 1914. Department protested against Great Britain's an­
nouncement tnat sh-e would lay -mines in North Sea in retaliation f<>r 
tho e•alleged to have been already £own by Germany. 

(NOTE.-The German Uovernment on Au.gut;t 7, 1914. notified all neu· 
tral nations that the trade routes to English ports would be closed by 
mines. No protest made by United State to this.} 

October 22, 1914. United States advised Great Britain that ·it would 
insist that rights and duties of the United States and its citizens .in 
present war be defined by exi ting rules of international law and 
treaties of the United States, irrespective ot the provisions of the 
declaration of London (which Great Britain would not agree to observe 
in its entirety}. .. 

December 26, 1914. United States prote ted against .seizure and de­
tention in English ports of vessels laden with American goDds destined 
to neutral countries. 

(NOTE.-ln note dated February 16, 19.15, German Government .refers 
to this protest aud states that the American Government has dealt with 
this point very aptly.} 

Mar.ch 5, 1.915. United States protested against declaration of Great 
Britain of March 1, 1915, that British and French Governments would 
hold themselves free to detain and take into port ships carrying goods 
of presumed enemy destination, ownership or origin, without contiscat­
ing such vessels or cargoes unless they would otherwise be liable to 
condemnation. The United States pointed out that proposed course of 
action previously unknown to international law. 

March 30, 1915. United States protested against regulations to be 
applied by Great Britain and .France to .prevent all supplies. reaching 
Germany and pointed out that proposed measures couW not be con­
sidered a legal blockade and that if enforced many interferences with 
our legitimate trade would occur which would impose upon the ·British 
Government hea-vy responsibility for acts of British authorities dearly 
subversive of the rights of neutral nations on the .high seas, and that 
this Uovernment would expect of the 'British Government full I·epara­
tion for every act which under the rules of international law consti-tute 
a violation of neutral .right . 

July 14, 1915. United States advised Great Britain that it would not 
recognize validity prize court proceedings taken under restraint.,; im­
posed by British municipal Jaw in derogation of the· rights of American 
citizens under international law. 

October 21, ,1915. United States again protested to Great Britain 
again. t violatwns of international law authorized by orders in council. 
pointing out that the methods employed to obtain and use evidence of 
enemy destination on cargoes bound for neutral ports and 1:o impose 
contraband character upon such cargoes an<l without justification: 
(2) that the blockade upon which uch .methods are partially founded 
is ineffective, illegal, and indefen ible; (3} that 'the judicial procedure 
o11'ered as a means of reparation for an international injury is in· 
herently defective for the purpose; and that ( 4} in many cases jurisdic­
tion is asserted in violation of the laws of nations and insisted that 
the relations of the United States and Great "Dritain be governed not 
by a policy of el.:-pediency but by established rules of international law. 

January 25, 1916. De;;>artment protested against British .trading wi.th 
enemy act. 

July 26, 191.6. United StatEs vigorously protested against applica­
tion of bl:l.cklist to American citizens, stating that it was arbitrary, 
inc.onsistent with .that true justice, sincere amity. and impartial fair­
ness which should characterize dealings of friendly governments with 
one another. 

January 4, 1916. United States instructed American ambassador at 
London to make formal.and vigorous _protest and pres.s for a dis~ntinu­
~~~or~iie~~wn:rranted interference witb. inviolable mails by British 

May 24, 1916. United States again protested against continued inter-
ferenc~ with letter mail by the British .and French authorities. _ 

Now, it is .plain:ly evident that we permittei1 Great Britain to 
sow ntines -in the sea no more than we permitted Germany to 
place mines in the sea. Both placed them there, but against our 
protests. So much for that. 

Now, it is further said that .there is no difference in principle 
between the sinking of a boat by -contact mines and the tor­
pedoing of a ·vessel by a submarine ; and therefore that because 
Great Bl'itain laid the ·mines in the North Sea she is equally 
culpable ·anCJ. that we :have as .strong a case against her as 
again t Germany. While ·in the first p1ace no American live8 
have been lost in the manner charged (although it is claimed 
that one or two lives were lost because of contact mines), yet it 
is manifestly impossible to ·know whether these mines were 
Germany s or Great :Britain's, both having sown them in the 
same sea. .1\foreover, it happened once (if at all) and never 
again. But there is another and greater c.'lifference that is quite 
obvious to me--:-to lay a mine mn1awful1y in a ea tra'\-ersed by 
boats may or may not sink ships. It may sink a ·Ship if acci­
dentally brought in contact with it. Jt .is not designed to ilestroy 
any particular ship, but only .such as may accidentally come in 
contact with it. To torpedo a ·boat by a submru::ine is a :willful 
deliberate, ·and wanton attempt to sink a .par:ticular bont at ~ 
particular time and nt a particular place. A man muy •put a set 
gun in the woods and warn men of the .dnnger. It :is an unlawful 
and dangerous thing to do, but in the category of offenses no one 
would place it alongside with that of the ma.n who sits in 
ambu h and deliberately, maliciously and wantonl_y takes the 
life •Of every J)€rson who pass.es by. One is doing an ·tmlawful 
act, H is true, but the other {)ne is committing foul, deliberate 
murder in the ·first de.gJ•ee ; '()ne is a tl'espasS€x upon our 1·ights, 
the other is an assassin of men. 

Now, as I said before, Germany not only .served notice ·of 
J1er intent to engage :n submarine warfare, but she proceeded to 
curry out her threat. On .hlar(!h 27, 1915, the Falaba went 
down, and on May 7, 1915, the Lusitania was unk without 
warning, carrying over 100 Americans-men, women, ·and clril· 
dJ:en-to a ten:ible death. 1 am not going to recount all the 
horrid deeds that have bee.n done :Since, ·but I am here _goin"' · 
to put into the RECORD a memorandum ·from the State Depa~t: 
ment, giving the names anu the dates· o'.f the boats 'that .have 
been ruthlessly destroye(l. 

In the numerous cases of ·vessels sunk by submarines, there 
has been, it may be pointed out, an interfei'ence with :and total 
loss of the mails sunk with the torpedoed ve sels. While this 
Government has protested ·against flagrant cases -of destruction 
of American Yessels, or cases in which --vessels have been attacked 
in violation of l'ules of international Jaw, resulting in loss of 
American lives, no protest has been made to Germany -or her 
allies against this -desb:uction of mails. 

Among the cases of illegal attack on merchant -ves els by sub­
marines, resulting in lo s of American. lives, are: 

The Falaba, .sunk March 28, 1915. . 
The Lusitania, sunk without warning May ·7, 1D15, resulting in 

loss of over 100 American lives. 
The Arabic, torpedoed August 24, 1915. 
The Sussex, torpedoed without warning !\larch 24, 1916, with 

loss of 80 lives, among whose pus engers were a ..number of 
Americans. • 

All of the above were attacked by German submarines, while 
on November;{, 1915, an Au trian submatine attacked the Italian 
merchant Ye~sel Ancona, resulting in loss of American lives. 

In addition to these case , the following American ships ha-ve 
been attacked : · 

April 28, 1915, Ottshing, attacked by German aeroplane. 
:May 1, 1915, ·Gulflight, sunk by German to.rpedo, killing two 

of. crew and resulting in death of captain. 
1\lay 25, 1915, Nebmskan, fired upon by German submarine. 
.July 25, 1915, Leelanaw, .sunk by German submarine. 
December 3, 191.5, Oomnwnipaw, fired on 'by -submarine. 
December 5, 1915, Petrolite, fired upon a.nj} damaged by Aus· 

ttian submarine; one member crew injured and supplies taken. 
June 16, 1916, Seaconnet, damaged by. mine or torpedo. 
August1.4, 1916, Oswego, reported ftrea upon ten times by sub­

marine. 
October, 1916, Kansan, destroyed by -German submarine. 

" October 28, 1916, Lanao, destroyeCJ. by German submarine. 
November 7, 1916, Columbian, destroyed by German sub­

marine. 
November 26, 1.916, Galena, fired on by submarine. 
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November 26, 1916, Che~nung, sunk by Austrian submarine. 
December 10, 1916, St. Helene, attacked by submarine. 
December 14, 1916, Rebecca Palmer, fired on by submarine, 

<lamaged lightly. 
January 9, 1917, Sacramento, fired on by submarine. 
February 3, 1917, Housatonic, sunk by submarine. 
February 13, 1917, Lyman M. Law, burned by submarine. 
March 12, 1917, Algonquin, sunk without warning by German 

submarine. 
On April 16, 1916, in presenting the case of the S'usse:x: the 

United States advised Germany that unless its indiscriminate 
and -relentle warfare against vessels of commerce by use of 
submarines without regard to the sacred and indisputable rules 
of international law and the universally recognized dictates of 
humanity ceased, this Government would have no choice but to 
sever diplomatic relations. In response to this the German Gov­
ernment on May 4, 1916, notified this Government that the Ger­
man naval forces had received orders that in accordance with 
the general principles of visit and search and destruction of 
merchant vessels recognized by international law, such vessels 
shall not be sunk without warning and without saving human 
lives unle s these ships attempt to escape or offer re istance. 

This assurance was withdrawn by the German note of Jan­
uary 31, 1917, and memoranda transmitted therewith, in which 
the German Government announced that it would forcibly pre­
vent all navigation" that of neutrals included" in a zone around 
Great Britain, France, and Italy, and in the Mediterranean; 
that "all ships met within that zone will be sunk," and that 
"From Februru.·y 1, 1917, all sea traffic will be stoppe<l with 
every available weapon and without further notice in certain 
delimited zone _, 

In view of this withdrawal o'f the solemn assurances con­
tained in German note l\Iay 4, 1916, this Government on Feb­
ruary 3, 1917, notified the German Ambassador that it bad no 
alternative consistent with the dignity and honor of the Unitc<l 
States but to take the course it explicitly announced in the 
Sussex note of April 18, 1916, and sever diploma tic relations. 

This Government bad protested again and again. It mu t be 
remembered that the taking of American lives in the manner 
and form it was done of itself constituted sufficient grounds for 
war against Germany, but the President was anxious to avoid 
war if possible. The people clamored for peace each time a new 
outrage was suffered ; a roar of indignation swept over the 
country only to be quieted down by the calm and patient voice 
of the President counseling peace. On April 16, 1916, as will 
appear from the memoranda, in presenting the case of the 
Sussex, the United States advised Germany that unless its 
indiscriminate and relentless warfare would cease this Govern­
ment would have no choice but to sever diplomatic relations. 
You will all remember that then, as now, the cry again was 
raised, "Keep us out of war." Hundreds of thousands of tele­
grams pouTed into Washington praying "for peace. These send­
ers did not tell the President how he was to keep us out of war. 
We had not been the aggressors; we bad invaded no rights of 
any country ; we were neither destroying the property nor the 
lives of the citizens of any foreign country. How, then, diu 
these senders of telegrams want the President to keep us out 
of war? Clearly, it was only by yielding up our rights and 
running away. It will be remembered that these telegrams 
were financed by the "embargo conference," so called; financed 
by German sympathizers, if not by German money, the purpose 
of which evidently was- not to maintain American rights but 
to shield German wrongdoing. But the President, standing 
firm upon the ultimatum which he had sent, found the American 
way to keep the peace, and that was by persuading Germany 
to cease her unlawful acts and respect .J\merican rights. Wrong 
yielded to right instead of right yielding to wrong, and it ap­
peared then that -the sunshine of peace ''as to prevail in this 
country. · 

Now, like a bolt out of a clear sky, on January 31, 1917, 
Germany served notice upon this country that she proposed ·to 
renew her infamous acts of piracy· and assassination upon the 
high seas and that she intended to extend the dead zone so that 
it now include •, without counting the forbidden waters of the 
Mediterranean Sea, an area of no less than one million and a 
half square miles. Not only that, but she has proceeded to 
carry out her threat , and American boats manned by American 
seamen and flying the American flag have been sunk .without 
warnina and without attempting to save the lives of Americans 
on board. Now, what does this mean? It means that we must 
suffer this and similar outrages in the future in silence, in 
shame. in cowardice, or we must fight. 

Now, l\fr. President, in view of the pa~t wrongs that we have 
. ·uffered anu in the face of the threat to commit further murder 
upon ouT people are we going to quit? Are we going to turn 

tail and abandon our rights to traverse the high seas? If 
threats will make us relinquish rights, where will the threats 
stop? Are we ju t.ified in waivina the rigllt of our people 
upon the high seas? Is it consistent with national honor now to 
turn tail and run away when trouble threatens? 

Again and again our Government llas warned Germany that 
any repetition of the offense of which we complain would result 
not only in the severance of diplomatic relation , but tllat we 
would hold her to " strict accountability '' and would omit no 
steps neces ary to defend our rights, or words to that effect. 
· With these solemn words ringing in her ears, with full knowl­
edge of what her actions meant, repudiating her solemn promise 
made to us, repu<)iatiilg the la"ITs of nations and of humanity, 
the laws of God and man, in defiance of the nations of the world 
and the opinions of mankind, in defiance of the United States, 
of her President, and of her people, Germany again threatened 
to resume and has resumed her rutllles , unrestrained, and bar­
bar.ous sublliarine warfare. She is not afraid to do wrong. Shall 
this great Nation be afraid to do right and to maintain it own 
rights? Shall we condone or indor e another country' wrong 
against us and r epudiate our country's right? No; we will not 
do that! We must not do that! Our honor our rights, our 
lives-nay, our very safety and welfare will not permit us to do 
that. No nation can long endure which permits its rights to be 
deliberately, wantonly, defiantly, anu insultingly trampled upon. 
No nation can long endure or should endure which fails or re­
fuses to defend the lives of its defenders! 

So the nation that will permit itself to be depri...-ed of its rights 
or will permit its citizens lo be destroyed, that will permit its 
honor to be a sailed, that will permit itself to be swerved from 
the path of right, will soon find itself without rights an<l will 
soon learn that it is on tb highway to <lestruction. . 

If Germany to-day, with the :fingerN of her enemie ut her 
throat, does not hesitate in the perpetl·ation of wrong or to defy 
the United States-if Germany, I say, does not at such a time 
as this hesitate to warn us, upon pain of death and destruc­
tion, to keep off more than one million and a half square 
miles of sea-if she does not hesitate in the pursuit of the com­
mission of this wrong against us to ,...,-urn us practically from all 
intercourse with Europe, then, I ask, what will Germany not 
hesitate to do when (or if) she emerges as victor in tbi war? 
You tell us to keep out of this death zone until war is oyer. 
Why only until the war is over? There is nothing in the· " de­
cree," which we are ordered to obey on pain of death, which sets 
a time limit upon the force and effect of this decree! We are 
not told when our privileges are to be re tored to us, and so far 
nothing appears in the decree itself that prevents it from re~ 
maining in force and effect after the war is over. You say that 
Germany will revoke her mandate when the war is over. What 
a sur~e have we that it will be revoked? Is there anyone who 
can speak with assurance on this point? Is anyone of those who 
are urging us to keep our citizens and our ships at home in a 
position to guarantee to their country that her rights will be re· 
stored to her by Germany when the war is over? 

If Germany wins this war she " will bestride this narrow 
world like a colos us." She will be all powerful, all dominat­
ing. If our great Nation shrinks now from asserting and main­
taining oul' honor and our rights, will we not, when Germany 
shall have swept her enemies from land and sea (in the event 
that she be successful), shrink from engaging this colossus 
should she then still continue to bar us from the pre ent sea 
zone of death or when, perchance, it shall be her pleasure to bar 
us from all the seas and oceans of the world? 

Experience has hown that the sufferance of rt>peated wrongs 
by one country at the hands of another and the corresponding 
abandonment of its rights does not insure peace. It i·ather in­
vites the commission of another wrong upon the nonresi<lent 
nation and the consequent yielding of another right, until at last 
its very sovereignty is challenged. So that the nonresi taut 
nation eventually will find u~elf in a position where it mu t 
either fight and defend its rights in order to maintain it sov­
ereignty as a nation or in the end become subservient to the domi­
nant nation and regulate its conduct in obedience to it. mandate. 
• Not only that, but the first wrongful acts patiently borne are 
afterwards cited by the offending country a a precedent justi­
fying further wrongful acts. It is perfectly natural among na­
tions as it is among men that a mere licen e predicated not upon 
right but upon mere acquie cence, uninterruptedly enjoyed and 
not resisted, ripens into what finally is claimed by the licensee 
to be a vested right. 

So President ·wilson wisely deemed it his duty to demand of 
Germany that she desist from her ruthless submarine warfare. 
Germany finally did recognize that om· demand was a just one, 
and so on 1\.Iay 4, 1916, she solemnly pledged herself to respect 
our r ights and to abandon h~r r uthless submarine warfare. But 
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it is said here now that her promise was a conditional one, which 
she might withdraw at any time. Let' me say that when the 
German note was served upon the United States containing 
words fuat might have been consb·ued as a condition, the Presi­
dent immediately sent a reply note of the following tellOr : 

The Government of the United States feels it necessary to state that 
it takes it for granted that the Imperial German Government does not 
intend to imply that the maintenance of its newly announced policy 
is in any way contingent upon the course or result of diplomatic nego­
tiations between the Government of the nited States and any other 
belligerent Government, notwithstanding the fact that certarn pa sages 
in the Imperial Government' s note of the 4th instant might appear to be 
susceptible of that construction. In order, however, to avoid any pos­
sible misunderstanding. the Government of the United States notifies 
the Imperial Government that it can not for a moment entertain, much 
less tlis~u s, a suggestion that respect by German naval authorities for 
the 1·ights of citizens of the nited States upon the high seas should 
in any way ot· in the slightest degree be made contingent upon the con­
duct of any other Government affecting the rights of neutrals and non­
combatants. Responsibility in such matters is single, not joint; abso­
lute, not relati-ve. 

The Pre ident's note is plain. It served notice on Germany 
that her note would not be accepted by us with any condition 
whatsoever attached. Now that was nearly a year ago. If Ger­
many intended to insist upon her alleged condition, then she 
should immediately have said so, with a result that diplomatic 
relations would have been severed, 1\Ir. Bernstorff would have 
been sent home, and if Germany per isted in a continuance of 
her lawless submarine warfare we would have gone to war with 
her then. Germany knew this, and knowiQg this, She not only 

·acquiesced in the note of the President and not only took notice 
that we accepted her promise unconditionally, but that we would 
not accept it otherwise and, so knowing, she acquiesced. 

Now, it has been argued here upon the floor that we, by ac­
quiescing in the placing of mine in the sea (I deny that we did 
so acquiesce, but a suming it to be true for the sake of the 
argument), thereby unendered our right to protest against the 
continuance of these mines. Well, then, applying"" the same 
reasoning in this instance to Germany, did she not surrender 
her rights when she acquiesced in the President's note, in which 
he said that we accepted her promise as " single, not joint; ab­
solute, not relative?" Now, Germany, by her acquiescence, can 
no longer claim that she only pretended to acquiesce ; that she 
accepted the Presidenf's note with a mental reservation. I say 
she can not do this in good faith. By so arguing she must con­
fess, and those who so argue must admit, that she was intenuing 
to deceive us and to resume her lawles acts when it suited her 
convenience. In fact, the German chancellor, in his speech 
before the Reichstag, after· the notice of January 31 last, stated 
that the rea on that Germany had temporarily ceased her sub­
marine warfare was because the time was not then ripe for her to 
continue it in all its fury. But moreover, Mr. President, bow 
could Germany reserve any right to renew her submarine war­
fare? 

In answer to that let me say, the original act being illegal, 
how can Germany reserve a right to repeat it? Germany ac­
knowledged that her submarine warfm·e was illegal when she 
promised to quit it. That is, in fact, the only ground upon 
which she did quit it. She most assuredly would not have agreed 
to stop doing an act which she believed she could do as a matter 
of right. Then how can she now claim a right to renew it? 
How can a nation reserve a right to do a wrong? Now, since a 
nation possesses no inherent right to do wrong, it must follow 
that she can not create or reserve a right in her note to do some­
thing which she had no right to do in the first instance. In short, 
she had no right to torpedo our boats with submarines without 
warning, or without visit and search, or without providing a 
place of safety for the pa sengers and crew, or to sink the boats, 
the mails- and the cargoes, and therefore she agreed to quit it. 
Then how, in God's name, in promising to quit and to respect our 
rights, can sh~ reserve any right to resume a practice infamous 
and wrong per se? 

So there is a very broad distinction between the things fhat 
England has done against us and those which Germany has 
done against us. The difference is as great as that between 
human life and money, as great as that between property rights 
and human rights, and all the sophistry, all the refinement of 
arguments, all the specious pleading can not change the fact, 
and fact it is, that Germany has destroyed lives, has committed 
mm·der upon our citizens and piracy upon the high seas. ~~he 
wrongs that we have suffered at Great Britain's hands can and 
will be compensated for in' money. 

The President has been charged with vacillation. An analysis 
of this whole question will show that he has steered a straight 
and steady course. So long as the wrongs we suffered were 
c·apabl~ of being a<ljusted by the payment of money, though 
protesting, we refused to go to war about it. FI.·om the moment 
that American lives were being taken and wrongs were being 

inflicted upon us and upon our honor, which could not be com­
pensated by the payment of money, he' served notice upon Ger~ 
many and upon the world that these wrongs would not be toler­
ated and, unless abandoned, would mean war. 

l\Ir. President, it has been said upon this floor to-day that this 
war would put the dollar sign upon the flag. It has been said 
that this would be a war by the munitions makers and "Vall 
Sh·eet. It has b~en said that we are a money-mad nation. 
Let me say that the facts show that for two :lnd one-half years 
we have been suffering money and commercial losses at the 
hands of both groups of belligerents. Did we go to war for 
that? No. It has been only since American lives have been 
taken that this country has aroused itself and is ready to take 
the sword in defense of American lives and American honot·. 
This country has refused to use its Army and its Navy or to 
sacrifice a single American life for the purpo e of protecting 
commerce or property rights either in 1\Iex:ico or even upon the 
high seas, but it now shows itself ready to spend its treasure . 
and to sacrifice its blood to protect the lives of its citizens. Are 
we a money-mad people? 

We have poured our millions into Belgium and Poland to 
alleviate the mLery and suffering wrought by tho e with whom 
we are now in controversy. If we are a people that is simply 
money mad what prompts us to alleviate suffering not wrouglrt 
by us and which under tbe or<linary interpretation of our duty 
as a people we 'vere not bound in any way to help or to alleviate. 

When has the world ever called upon the generous people of 
the United States to help want and suffering in the remotest 
part of the globe -that our people were not reu<ly to upturn their 
horn of plenty into the waiting lap of want and uffering? This 
COJ.mtry has ever put human rights and human live above prop­
erty and money rights. In the Civil 'Var we did not he itate to 
sacrifice a million men and millions and million of dollars to 
right a wrong involving human rights and human happiness. 
Although suffering many aggravating things at the hands of 
Spain in Cuba, it required the taking of the lives of the sailors 
of .the l\Iaine to prompt us to draw the swor<l against SJ.!)ain. 
ThJ:S countr~ w~ll not go t? war Ol' sacrifice lives for paltry 
dollars, but It will never hesitate as long as this Nation shall be 
"the Land of the Free ::rnd the Home of the Brave" and re­
mains fit to live in, to defend tile lives of her humble' t citizens 
with the la t drop of blood in the vein of her citizens or the 
last farthing in the vaults of her treasury. Now, of course, it 
is true, alas, that in every war some men will make profit. It 
is true that when war is on, the buzzards of the air will hover 
about the corpses in the field, but I am sure that no American 
whether he resides in Wall Street or is engaged in the manu~ 
facture of munitions of war or who wilL profit by a war in ~ny 
way, is so lost to all sense of humanity and all decency, is so 
devoid of all instin-ets of human kind. that he would either di­
rectly or indirectly cause the bedding of a single drop of blood 
of his fellow men or who wotll<l even mentally calculate the 
profit he might make should war come. There may be uch 
men but I do not know them nor do I want to know them. These 
men, if such men there be, are not human but are fien<ls. I say 
I do not know of such- a man nor can I conceiv-e of Americans of 
that kind. 

However, t11is war, if war comBs, will be a war by the Amel·­
ican people against the German dynasty. It will be a war, not • 
fm· profit or pelf, but for the rights, tl1e lives, t11e honor, the wel­
fare, and the safety o.f this Natien. It will be a war for the­
democracy of the world. 

As the President says, this war is not directed against the 
G€rman people, but against Prus ian militarism and autocracy. 
Our citizens of German ance try while fighting for our country 
will also be fighting for democracy an<l fo1r the liberation of the 
German people. They will be a i ting in doing for Germany 
'vhat the Revolutionary fathers did for us. 

It also has been said that 'We are ·war ma<l. Mr. President, this 
feeling that exists in the Unite<l States to-clay against the Ger­
man Government is not a one-day s growth. For over two years 
tbe wrath of the American people has been lowly but surely ris­
ing against a country that rai e<l its band against ociety anu 
the world. The sinking of the L1.tgi ta:nia O>'er two years ago 
kindled a horror .and a wrath against Germany in the mind of 
every right-thinking American. If we had been a war-mad 
people, or rather if we had been anything but a peace-loving 
people, we would have wreaked summary vengeance on a Gov­
ernment for the foulest act ever perpeb·ated by a civilized na­
tion and one which will forever be a foul blot upon the pages of 
German history. To imply, therefore, that this war, if war 
should come, will be one waged by a war-crazed people, a money­
mad people, inspired by greed and avarice for the purpose of 
gain, is in my Judgment a foul slander upon the American peoplo 



"244 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SEN ATE, APRIL 4, 

.hnd ··upon their G~vernment; Let this talk cease, I pray ! Let 
no American so befoul his own nest ! 

It has been said here this afternoon that the destruction of the 
Jives of our citizens was a mere incident only. Do y'ou ·call that 
an "incident" when the Healdton; the other day (and -this is 
only one of a series of incidents of the kind), flying the American 
1lag, plying from one neutral port to another neutral port, ·was 
torpedoed and sunk without warning in the sea? That was no 
"incident." That was a direct and deliberate act. · 

It has been argued here, however, that the torpedoing of our 
boats was a mere incident and that the offense was not one 
directed against us, and that, consequently, the offense was no . 
more serious than the accidental destruction of a boat by contact 
with a mine. 

But we need not, however, talk about that sort of incident. 
- ·what do rou call it when you "draw a bead" on a man and 
shoot down the man at whom you are aiming? That is mur­
der, is it not? That is what they did to the Healdton. The 
American flag was painted on its side; they knew that they 
were aiming at it, did they not? They· knew it was an Ameri­
can boat, did they not? And they deliberately shot down the 
boat they were aiming at, to wit, au American ship, and they 
destroyed American lives. That is not an "incident," is it? 
That is a direct act aimed at us which the German Government 
deliberately ordered its navy to do. That Is the thing, in fact, 
that they threatened to do in theii· last note. Germany's note of 
January 31 last served notice of her intent. Her act <'arried 
out her intent and purpose. So there is neither any room 
·for doubt as to her intent and none as to the ·fact. How, then, 
can anyone stand here and ·argue that our injuries at Ger­
many's hands are accidental when it is clear that her acts ~re 
premeditated and willfully and wantonly directed at us? 

Now, it is further argued that Germany must do these things 
and is justified in so doing uecause of "necessity." That is 
the defense of the outlaw. 

There is no plea made by Germany that can not be made by 
an outlaw. If I am an outlaw and I set my hand against 
society, of course I put my life in jeopardy, because society 
will turn against me to protect itself. It may be an excuse 
or justification sufficient to satisfy me for me to say that be­
cause I want to live any man that comes within my sight I 
will shoot and kill for fear he will kill me. I must eat and live, 
of course, and so when I hunger I will kill and rob any man 
who po se ses that which I need so that I may lh·e and eat. 
That is the plea of the outlaw. When Germany says she i3 
doing the e things as a matter of necessity it may in her own 
eyes justify herself to herself. · If an outlaw kills a man and 
takes his bread away the fact that the outlaw needed to com­
mit this act may be sufficient in his eyes and satisfy his own 
com~cience if he has on~ But is Germany's and the outlaw's 
defen e a good· one before the bar of the civilized world? Is 
Germany's necessity our law and the law of the world? 

What does the law of necessity imply? Who is the judge of 
that law? Who makes that law? Why, Germany. If she says 
it is n necessity, according to her, that is the law. Consequently 
there is ·no law but her law. When she puts that law into oper­
ation and sets it against us if we subscribe to it, then her law is 
our law and we have surrendered to her law. That is to say, 
then, that her necessity as construed by her is our law from 
which we have no appeal. · That is the situation in \vhich Ger­
many and the world is in to-day. She tells the world, "I have 
drawn a girdle through the ocean 500 miles into the sea cover­
ing a million and a half square miles-an imaginary line only­
but anyone crossing that line is a dead man." Is the world 
going to stand it? If it does, then there is no law but· that of 
Germany's necessity. How long that will continue will depend 
upon Germany's pleasure, unless the world will soon cease tak­
ing it ' laws from Germany and German necessity and compel 
Germany to re pect the law of the world in tead. 

Now, it is said that we have been unneutral in other, and in 
fact in many, respects, and if I · may be pardoned for taking the 
time in .the Senate I propose to take up some of the most per­
Eistent of them. A great many of these charges and arguments 
have been most as iduously distributed throughout the length 
and breadth of the land and have been reiterated over and over 
again notwithstanding many of them are ·without substan­
tiality. Now, for instance, it is charged that we should have 
placed an embargo on munitions of war. Germany herself has 
never made the claim that we were unneutral in permitting our 
citizens to do what her citizens have felt free to do since time 
immemorial without reproof from their Govem.ment. At the 
Hague Convention, before the beginning of the war, it was pro­
posed by many nations, some of whom are now belligerents, to 
forbid neutral nations from shipping arms to belligerent coun­
tries. Why did not Germany favor and support the proposition? 

She not only did not ·aid and support it, but she defeate<l it. 
Therefore; it does not .lie in her mouth nor in the mouth of any 
of her spokesmen, either here · or abroad, to complain·· of un­
neutrality . on the part of our Government in permitting its 
people· to . exercise a right which Germany by her vote at the 
Ha,gue Co vention refused to deprive them or her own citizens 
of. The r~les of war were fixed when the war began and every 
nation if it did not .wish to abandon its rudder and its compa s 
was obliged to insist that the law in force at the opening of 
ho tilities should remain the law for the purpose· of this and 
other subs~quent wars until by the consent of the nations mak­
ing the law, these same should either be modified or abrogated. 

Now, some of those' people who' have been insisting all the 
time that 'Germany is always right and the United States is 
always wrong, while admitting that we have a legal dght to per­
mit such shipments, nevertheless argue that the moral law for­
bids such traffic. The answer to thi ~ is that international law, as 
agreed to by all of the nations, including Germany, is. presumed 
to embody .the requirements of justice and morality in so far as 
nations with conflicting interests permit justice and morality 
to dictate .or influence international law. In other words, the 
provisions · of international law are the last e>..-pressions that 
\ve have o~ the composite judgment of the nations of the world 
as to wha is legally arid morally right or wrong. This should 
be sufficient at least for our citizens, but, as I said a little while 
ago, if we once depart from the text of the law, expressing as it 
does the last \vord spoken upon the subject by the nations of 
the world, .we depart from a fixed and definite statement of the 
Imv to embark into the sea of conjecture and speculation, each 
nation, each individual, each official trying to inject into the 
international code his own idea of law and morals. This means, 
just as the law of neces_sity means, that there is no law except 
that which exists in the mind of each individual and each in­
dividual nation at some particular moment or because of some 
particular exigency. · 

Besides aU this, we have just had an election. While there 
was a great deal of talk a year ago on the part of some that 
an embargo should be placed upon shipments abroad, ·yet the 
political conventions came.., pl~tforms were framed, meri went 
out upon the stump, the elect,ion was had, and no party, either 
the Progressi"ve, Republican, or Democratic Party (and I believe 
not even the Socialist Party), had a plank in its platform uro-ino­
the enactment of an embargo law. In other wor<ls, tho e who 
had contended for an embru·go abandoned their position !l.Ild 
having abandoned their position, I must as ume that they 
abandoned it be<'ause their position was untenable. I thought 
that that question had been settled. That question is settled in 
the mind of the American people. 

Complaint is made, nevertheless, that Germany was unable to 
get at our ports while the entente allies were. That,· of course 
is true, but that is no fault of ours; that is the logical result of 
the military situation. When the Deutchland came here thi 
Government plainly showed its neutrality by giving hei' ingre . 
and egress from our \Vaters by permitting her to take on n. cargo 
of absolute contraband of war. She would have been pe~·mitted 
to send o¥er thousands and thousands of these and cou1<1 ha\e 
repeated the operation ad libitum, but the fact that be did not, 
or perhaps could not, can not be charged against this GoY­
ernment. 

If during any part of the past two and one-half years Ger­
many's fleet had overcome the British she, instead of the Brit­
ish, would have enjoyed the same liberties anu the same rights ~ 
and our markets would have been ooen to her to the same ex­
tent and with the same limitations as-Great Britain. 

Now, 1\lr. President, in view of these facts, I ubmit that this 
contention is founded neither on facts nor rea on. When GE-r­
many herself doe not protest, when no man in or out of this 
body can arise and support his argument by any rule of law, 
when all the political parties have refused to put theil' organiza­
tions back of this movement for an embargo, it would seem to 
me that our own people, at least, ought to be sati fied and should 
not again impeach the good faith or neutrality of their own 
country. 

l\lr. Prenident, let me here pause to say that it is difficult for 
me to understand why Americans should charge their Government 
with being unneutral by omitting to place an embargo on muni­
tions of war or by refusing to warn our citizen to keep off of 
the high seas. Why should an American be more jealous of 
Germany's alleged rights than Germany herself? Why should 
an American be quick to charge his own country with wrong 
against another country when that other country -does not 
raise its own voice in protest? Are Americans better ex­
pounders of Germ:in rights than Germany herself? Can an 
American citizen take better care of German interests than the 
Kaiser himself or his ambassador? 'Ve are told that German 
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blood is upon the hands of this Government for not stopping the 
shipment of munitions· pf .war. Why are Americans quick to 
bring this aw~l indictment against this country? Why do they 
charge this country . with the misery and suffering of a war 
about which they were not consulted; that is not of th·eir 
making, but which · is a result of differences of those Govern­
ments or their rulers who voluntarily entered into this bloody 
conflict for reasons best known to themselves? We hav~ violated 
l1o law in permitting bur citizens to do that which citizens of all 
cqimtries had a right to do iince time immemorial, and that is 
to go about their own bu iness in their own way. The world 
was made not for the brawler and the fighter but for the 
peaceful and the law-abiding. International law was not made 
to enlarge belligerent rights but to afeguard the rights of 
neutrals. And I say that it does not lie weir in tl).e mouths of 
any of our own people to charge us with the commission of an 
offense which a foreign country admits is no offense at all. 

It seems to me intolerable that any government should be 
able to use our citizens as their mouthpieces to charge us with 
alleged wrongs of which the foreign country itself bas not had 
the effrontery to complain. 

Another argument advanced is that this Government did not 
insist upon our boats breaking the British blockade. It must 
be remembered that the United States has no merchant fleet. 
When the war broke out and the first English blockade was es­
tablished boats attempted to reach the German ports. I pre­
~me orne flying the American flag attempted to do business 
with Germany. But, of course, the British blockade, in one re­
spect at least, had the semblance of a legal blockade in thi , to 
wit: that it was sufficiently effective to intercept and seize most 
if not all of the boats heading for German ports. The result 
.of this was that prudent shipowners no longer attempted to do 
business with Germany, not because they were against Germany 
or against her people or because they were unneutral, but solely 
becau e they could not get their goods to a German market. 
Consequently the lines of trade followed the path of least re­
sistance and the shipowners began to do business with such ports 
·as \vere still open to them. This Go"\"ernment could not compel 
them to do otherwise if she had wanted to because the e boats 
are privately owned and this Government has no control upon 
their movements or their destination. Moreover, the Govern­
ment has never told them they should or should not attempt to 
.get into German ports, or should or should not go into British 
ports, or should or should not go into neutral ports. 

No attempt was made by the United States to convoy, U.i.rect 
or protect, any vessels plying from an American port to any 
other port until Germany had begun to destroy American lives 
and then only when the policy of " armed neutrality " last month 
was put into effect. Now that I have touched upon the subject 
of "armed neutrality," let me say something in reply to the 
·argument that was made here that the armed-neutrality policy 
was futile. It being further argued that those opposing this 
armeti neutrality were justified in opposing it because it has 
'since prove.n futile. On January 31, Germany notified us of her 
purpose to resume her lawless submarine warfare. On F~bru­
ary 3, the President at a joint session brought to the attention 
of Congress the note of Germany, and further brought to its at­
tention his purpose to sever diplomatic relations with Germany. 
Many at that time thought the President should ba\e asked for 
a bill authorizing a policy of armed neutrality and many thought 
that war should then and there have been declared. 

Those who ha"\"e followed the President in the weary, patient 
steps that he has taken in our national controversies with 
Germany since the .liusitania went down, will notice that each 
step was as short and as -reluctant a step in the direction of 
wai· as could be possibly taken. Why was this? He has ever 
harbored the hope from time to time, from incident to incident, 
thnt Germany would yield to our just demands, and not com­
pel us to wa · with her. Now, after the severing of diplo­
matic relations with Germany, the sinking of ships went on 
and on until on · February 26 he addressed Congre s, again re­
citing still more aggrav·ating and outrageous wrongs committed 
on' our citizenship, and then asked for armed neutrality. This 
was but six days before the adjournment of Congress. Many 
then thought that instead of asking for armed neutrality he 
.should have recommended a declaration of war. Why didn't 
he do it? Because he did not want to take the last and final 
·step without giving Germany one more opportunity to refrain 
from carrying out her sinister threats and purposes. Among 

' othe~ things the President in his message of February 26 said: 
It is devoutly to be hoped that it will not be necessary to put armed 

force anywhere into action. The American people do not desire it, and 
our desire is not different from theirs. I am sure that they will un­
derstand the spirit ln which I am now acting, the purpose I hold 
nearest my heart and would wish to exhibit in everything I do. I 
_am anxious that the people of the nations at war also should under-

stand and not mistrust us. I hope that I need give no . further 
proofs and assurances than I have already given throughout ·Dearly 
three years of anxious patience that ·I am the friend of peace, and 
mean to preserve it for .America so long as I am able. I am not now 
proposing or contemplating war or any steps that need lead to it. I 
merely request that you will accord me by your own vote and definlt~ 
bestowal the means and · the authority to safeguard in practice the 
right of a great people who are at peace, and who are desirous of 
exercising none but the rights of peace, to follow the pursuits of 
peace in quietness and good will-rights recognized time out of mind 
by all the civilized nations of the world. No course of my choosing 
or of theirs will lt>.ad to war. War can come only by the willful acts 
and aggressions of others. 

These words, spoken with U.eep feeling and anxiety, clearly 
show the hope, though remote, which the President entertained 
that armed force would not be necessary. 

Now, I say that the message delivered February 2G and a bill 
providing for the carrying out of the President's recommenda­
tions was introduced in the Senate February 27. The bill was 
read a first time and unanimous consent ~as asked for a second 
reading, but upon objection on the part of those opposing the 
bill consideration of the bill was delayed 24 hours. Thus, 24 
hours' precious time was lost. To those opponents of the bill 
who complain of lack of opportunity for speaking, it seems to 
me a sufficient answer to point out that they deprived them­
selves of at least 24 hours of debate. 
: .Now, in reply to the criticism of those who contend that the 
Pre. ident shoulu have come to Congress sooner than February 
26 for authority to arm ships, let me again point out that the 
President on February 3 severed diplomatic relations. He 
hoped that Germany would take heed and quit. \Ve know now 
that this hope was vain. On February 13, 1917, the American 
ship Lyman 11!. Law was burned by a submarine. As soon as 
the facts could be ascertained and the matter consiUered at all, 
the President did go before Congress on February 26, as before 
stated. Surely no one will blame the United States because 
Germany did not see fit to change her mind until January 31, 
nor that she chose to wait until February 13 before sinking the 
ship Law The President is not responsible for these events 
and he. can only bring them to the attention of Congress after 
they occur. 

Let me also say in passing, answering the criticism that the 
Army and Navy bills were reported into the Senate only the last 
week of the session. The reason is perfectly plain and easy of 
comprehension. In the last session, which began only in Decem­
ber and which was interrupted by the holiday rece s, January 
arrive(] before much 'vork could have been done. That left but 
a few weeks for the committees of both Houses to hold bear­
ings and consider and report the bills. And so it is nothing out 
of the ordinary for appropriation bills to accumulate and pile in 
at the closing days of each short session. Thi~ has been the 
case since time out of mind. Now, in addition to this, the sever­
ing of diplomatic relations and the increasing acuteness of the 
crisis, suddenly made it· necessary in the last weeks of the ses­
sion to increase, modify, change, and amend our preparedness 
plans. And this also accounts for the large increases in expend­
itures for the Army and Navy, which have been bitterly criti­
cized, but which in the ijght of recent events no one can justly 
claim were not fully justified. 
. Now, reverting again to the contention that the opponents of 

the armed-neutrality bill were justified in opposing it and pre­
.venti.ng its passage because sul;>sequent events have proven that 
the arming of ships was futile, it is only necessary to say that 
the facts do not support the argument. The armed-neutrality 
bill w2.s asked by the President not only for the purpose of 
protecting the ships, but was for the primary purpose of giving 
Germany one more opportunity to relent and to warn Germany 
that the sinking of any more of our boats would force us into 
the -last step--war. l\1any wanted the President to declare war 
then and there, but he choose rather to make one more attempt 
·at peace before a declaration of war should be made, and con­
sequently he came before Congress asking for the armed-neutral­
ity bill, not to wage war, but to protect our ships and to give 
Germany one more opportunity and to convince her that any 
further acts on her part must lead to war. By the defeat of this 
bill, it appeared to the world that the President was not sus­
tained by Congress and gave color to the oft-repeated claims and 
charges made by men in public as well as in private life that 
this country would never go to war with G:ermany, and thus 
confirmed the German ~elief that we could not be provoked into 
hostilities with her. Secretary Zimmerman publicly proclaimed 
that the United States would not dare to go to war with Ger­
many because its citizens of German extraction were so power­
ful and influential that they would not permit this country to 
go to war with Germany. The President of the United States 
was hampered, and, as it now seems certain, defeated, in his 
attempts to preserve the rights of this country without war be­
cause of the facts stateu.. While aumitting the right of our peo-
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ple to hold and express opi:nions of their own on foreign rela­
tion , I ay it was extremely unfortunate nevertheles that any 
serious differences of opinion on this subject ever obtained here. 
It is my firm belief that if we had presented and maintained a 
united front to Germany we would not now be on the brink of 
war. If Germany had not permitted herself to be persuaded 
that this country could not be provoked into war with her no 
rnatte1· what the provocation-, he would not have committed the 
stupendous crime and blunder of resuming her infamous sub­
marine warfare. Thus, by the irony of fate, it would seem that 
the frantic and misdirected efforts of many of our people may 
prove after nil to have brought about that which these were in­
tended to avert and prevent, viz: war. 

Now, another argument is made that if American boats bad 
forced t11e British blockade then Great Britain would have 
also sunk our boats . and de troyecl the lives of our citizens. 
This is, of course, a mere assertion not based upon any facts or 
even thl"eats on the part of Great Britain that she would do 
anything of the kind. But, of course, if Great Britain had 
committed the same offenses against us as Germany, then we 
would have taken the same means to stop her as we are now 
about to take against Germany. And I venture to say that many 
of those who have been clamoring against wa:r with Germany 
would then have been the most insistent that we make war on 
Great Britain. I will say for myself that I favor the mainte­
nance of our substantial rights against any nation on the globe, 
and so I also would, in such an event, have counseled the tak­
ing of the- same course by our Government again t Great 
Britain or any other offending nation that I have coun eled it 
to take in this emergency. But, 1\Ir. President, the facts are 
that many boats have tried to run the British blockade since 
the blockades were established and not one boat, whetl1e1' flying 
the American flag or the flag ef any other neutral nation, has 
been sunk at . an and no cargoes ha-ve been de ttoyed or any 
lives taken by Great Britain. On the contrary, as everyone 
knows, many ships have been seized and taken into port and 
held there subject to proceedings in the prize courts of Eng­
land. Now, we all know that, and we know from the facts 
that ships and cargoes have been seized and thus treated after 
boats have tried to run the bio-ckade; and we further know 
from the facts that the boats were taken into port and there he!d 
subject to prize~court proceedings; that she did not do what 
Germany did, viz : sink the boats and destroy the cargoes and 
the human lives aboard the boat. Had Germany maintained a 
blockade in like manner (although illegal as we contend the 
British blockade is) we would have treated her exactly in the 
same way and we would be on the same terms with her to-day 
as we are with Great Britain. 

Complaint is made further of the loan of American financiers 
to th€ allies. Germany floated the first loan in the United 
States, and England only did, in a larger way, just exactly 
what Germany bad done first. That Germany was not able to 
float as large a loan as the entente allies is no fault of the 
American Government. The loaning of money by bankers and 
individua1s is a matter pertaining to tbeir private business and 
our Government has neither counseled nor forbidden the loaning 
of money by our bankers tO' belligerents, in consequence of 
which both Germany and Great Britain have floated loans here. 
I might add, however, that only recently the Federal Re erve 
Board, for reasons which they considered sufficient, took such 
action as, in its effect, was prejudicial to the floating of loans 
by Great Britain and her allies. This, again, goes to show 
that there was certainly no discrimination on the ground of 
loans to Germany and her allies. , 

Now, it is further claimed that we should have ,-;·arned our 
citizens to keep off the high seas because Canada, it is pointed 
out, has also forbidden her women: and children to enter Great 
Britain. No one as yet has had the temetity, h-owever, in con­
nection with this line of argument to say that Canada has for­
bidden her women and children to cross the ocean to Great 
Britain to maintain her neutrality, because even they Will 
admit that Canada is in the war herself, and being a part o.f 
England, her status is that of a belligerent. There is one rea on 
why Canada has made this order and one only-Canada is send­
ing soldiers to England and not women and children, becau e the 
women and children can better be fed a~ home, and it would be 
a poor war policy both on the part of England and Canada to 
send over women and children and thus increase the <lrain upon 
the food supply of England. 

There are a great many other things that have been said here 
to which I would like to reply but I fear I am taking up too 
much time. But before taking up some other line of argum€nt, 
I just want to reply to one more argument that is constantly be­
ing reiterated, viz : that having waTned our citizens out of 
Mexico, ' e should '~urn om· citizens from traveling on the 

high eas. The reply to this is that 1\le:s:ico is ancl ha been in 
a state akin to anarchy. Our citizens were waTned out of that 
unhappy country because of the want , of a respon ible go\ern­
ment in Mexico which we could hold to stlict accountability. 
Moreover, we warned them from Mexican, not American, terri­
tory. Om· people have not the right in Mexico that they haYe 
upon the high seas because on the high seas we are tenants in 
common with all the nations of the world, and our citizen have 
as much right to be upon the high seas as they ha-ve upon the 
gTound on which we stand. By vatning our citizens out of 
Mexico, '\\e were not asking them to surrender any rights th~y 
hold as American citizens but to warn them off the high seas 
would be asking them to abandon almost as great an<l cheri hed 
a right as to ask them to abandon their homes in the United 
States. By commanding them to keep off American boat on the 
high sea would be tantamount almo t to ordering them off 
American oil. Witl1 l\Ie:s:ico aflame, with life and property tm­
sufe, we were justified in warning our citizens to keep away 
from there as we are justified in warning our citizens not to 
traverse the blood-soaked and shell-tom battle grounds of 
Europe. 

I submit, then, ir, that we hm-e b€en neutral, and that the 
President has crupulou ly and painstakingly steered the true 
cour e of neutrality. But how ab-out G rmany? How has she 
treated us in returrr? Ha she been friendly? Has she observe<l 
the laws of neutrality? Has she, while demanding the rights of 
neutrality on our part, practiced neutrality in return? • 

l\Ir. President, the conduct of Germany toward this Gov-ern­
ment dm·ing the past two years, aye, for many year prior to 
the beginning of the war, was not the conduct of a friend . I 
had it stated to me on pretty fair authority tl1at about 2-
years ago Germany changed her attitude toward her immi­
grants. Formerly she looked upon them as back lider as 
people that were not worthy of the consideration of the German 
Government, but since that time many persons lea\ing Germany 
have still kept in touch with the old country. It 11a been 
claimed that thus a sphere of German influence has been 
formed in the United States. I do not know whether this is 
true or not. There are some things that seem to bear ouf the 
charge, or at lea t lend color to it ; but one thing is ure, and 
that is since the war in Em·ope began a German amba ador, 
German agencies, and German money have carried on a cam­
paign of intrigue and conspiracy calculated to divide the people 
of this country into ractal groups, calculated to array one 
group of citizens against another, oae church against another, 
race against race, and conspiracies have been formed to com­
mit a-cts Of violence against property and the law and order -of 
this country, calculated, through the medium of numerous 
societie , leagues, alliances, conference , new papers, chnrche , 
and other organizations, by means of propaganda and agitation, 
to prejudice our people again t their own Government and to 
implant in them mistru t, hatred, and contempt for the Pre i­
dent, his advi er , and Congres -in short, of the United States 
Go-vernment. Newspapers have been e tabU hetl, other have 
been subsidized. The German Emba ssr here at 'Vn.shington, 
behind its cloak of privilege, encouraged, if ind ed it did not 
actually insptre and direct, this movement which 'Wfi aimed 
at the very jntegrity and so..-erei..,.nt of thi counb:y. An am­
bas adO!' should C.."tl'ry on the business of hi GoYernment 
through the medium of our State Department; but Germany's 
ambassador talked through the newspape1·s and ove1· the heads 
of our authorities and t ried to influence public opinion against 
this Government through Ameri'can newspapers, and held con­
ferences with Members of Oongre s and With s-ympathetic citi­
zen of the country, with heads of societies and alliances. This 
ambas ador presumetl to advise, throu<Yh the medium of adver­
tisements, in the newspupe1•s what American citizens should 
or should not do. This ambassador reYealed secrets of the 
State Department to newspaper men under plt!dge of secrecy 
not to divulge the source of theii' information. 'l'his amba a­
dor disbursed money to newspapers carrying on German propa­
ganda~ne.wspaper ·which \ilfified and foully slandered the 
heads of our Gove1·nment. Other agent of the· German Go'Vern­
ment-Von Pa-pen, Von Igel, and the like-were detected and ap­
prehended while attempting, pursuant to a conspiracy, to destroy 
property, public and private, and to cornrnit other act of vio­
lence ngainst the law and order and decency in this country. 
New· papers, orne printed in the German language and orne in 
the Engli h language, in one way or another were per ·uaded to 
take up a campaign of infamy again t the Pre itlent anu tlus 
Gov rnment that is without precedent in the history of this 
c<Yuntry. 

According to these newspapel's in every matter of controvetsy 
which we had with Getmany America hns been in the wrong. 
As a fitting c<Yrollary to this Germany has in'Vat·iably been 
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in the right. No matter what Germany has done, no · matter 
how infmnou her conduct, from the sinking of the L'usitania 
down to the l\lexican plot, these papers and many of our citi­
zens with them have lu tily applauded and approved. When the 
L'usitania was sunk they loudly shouted that "it served them 
right," "they should haye stayed at home," and "they should 
ha>e heeded the German warning and German advice." When 
our crisis was on with Germany last l\fay and it was a question 
as to whether we were to back down or; whether Germany was 
to back down, they flooded us with a quarter of a million tele­
grams in ,.,.hich, together with these newspapers and sympa­
thizers generally, they unhesitatingly, boldly, and brazenly 
asked their country to back down. They thought the idea nb­
surd that Germany should back down because, forsooth, she 
had told us that she would not back down. They unhesitat­
ingly counseled their Go>ernment to abandon a right in order 
that a foreign country might enjoy a wrong. 

On the e>e of the late adjournment, when the President, in 
a last de perate effort to stave off war, asked for authority 
to arm ships, this chorus loudly protested on the ground that 
Congre s alone had the power and that it should not delegate 
such powers to the President. Now, when it seems that action 
by Congress is inevitable and apparently not in accordance 
with their desires, a deafening chorus again wells up, charging 
that ·congress is about to declare war contrary to the sentiment 
of the American people. The only instance where a kind or 
friendly word has been heard in favor of the President and the 
GoYernment in this entire affair was when the President was 
endea\oring to cooperate with Germany to bring about a peace 
without victory. Here, of course, when it appeared that the 
Pre ident was endeavoring to do something that appeared to be 
in Germany's interest it was promptly approved. 

Not only this, but the President has been cartooned, lam­
pooned, villified, and denounced at every turn, and Germany 
and her chancellor and her undersecretary, Zimmernan, have 
been lauded, have been praised, have been glorified, and have 
been approved at every turn. Nothing was too infamous to 
say about the President. Nothin;s too good to say about the 
Kaiser and his Government. These same men, newspapers, 
societies, and organizations have brazenly proclaimed them­
selves as the exponents of true Americanism. They say they 
love their country; that those for whom they speak would die 
for their counh·y. But they argue that does not mean that 
you should necessarily support the Government. They then 
charge that this Government is not q. true representative of 
America ; that the President is a h·aitor and a tool of England; 
that he is betraying this Government into the hands of Great 
Britain and that he is a hypocrite and a puppet that responds 
obediently when King George pulls the string. Therefore they 
insi t that it is patriotic to oppose and obstruct and defeat the 
Go\ernment. Yet they love America they say. Beware of one 
who while pretending to be your friend finds nothing that is 
good. in you but only that which is bad-who commends you 
in nothing but damns you in everything. Friendship is made 
of different stuff than this, and love of country re\eals and 
manifests itself in other ways than this. 

I hope that the evidence that is in the hands of the State De­
partment and the Bureau of Investigation will be publi heel soon, 
so that the people may get a fair idea of what has been going on 
in this country, some of the evidence of which has already been 
adduced at the trials of some of the German agents in this 
country. I hope that all will be published, together with the 
names and activities of men calling themselves American citi­
zens, who have lent themselves to help carry out some of these 
infamous things. 

I shall not go into the question of the violation of Belgium or 
the deportation of its citizens from Belgium into Germany. We 
hm·e all we can do, I take it, to look out for the Monroe doctrine. 
I ha>e neYer believed that we owed any duty there, either 
through treaty or otherwise, which would have justified us in in­
tervening in tllis war, no matter how strongly our sympathies 
have been moved in her behalf. You will have to go back a good 
many centuries, I belie>e, m history to find a counterpart for the 
things that were clone there-treaties violated, humane practices 
ignoced, men tak~n from their families, deported into Germany, 
and put to work m the fields to act as substitutes for enemy sol­
(]iers, so that these might be released to kill their brothers. 

But Germany's treatment of Belgium, if it did nothing else 
bas taught the American people the worthlessness of Germany'~ 
word . and Germany's treaties. It was sufficient notice to us 
so that it should have prepared us for what has since happened. 

So recently, while Germany was still proclaiming her feel­
ing of friendship for us, she in ·the shadow of the White 
House was secretly plotting to set Mexico and Japan upon 

us. 'Vhile holding a vivid picture before the eyes of our 
German-American citizens, for whose welfare and safety she 
pretended to have so much solicitude, portraying the horror of 
arraying themselves against their brothers in blood in Germany 
the Imperial German Government was at the very moment con: 
spiring to incite the Mexicans and Japanese to war upon us. 

Mexico was invited to join with Japan to attack the United 
States, one on the south and the other on the western coast. 
I presume the east was reserved for Germany herself as soon 
as she could get foot loose. Now, it has been said that she 
was justified in doing that because it was conditioned only 
upon 'the event of our going to war with her. She went to war 
with Belgium, first she said on the grounds of military neces­
sity, afterwards she said because she had discovered that Bel­
gium had entered into a treaty with England to resist Ger­
many in the e•ent of war with Germany. She said that alone 
justified her in warring on Belgium. It is a poor rule that 
will not work both way . If that alone justified her in war:ring 
on Belgium, because of the treaty or understanding she had 
with England, why does that not apply in our case, where she 
tries to justify her treaty upon the ground that her secret com­
pact with these nations was conditioned only also upon .om· 
going to war with her? If her warring on Belgium was jus­
tified because Belgium was negotiating a h·eaty with England, 
operative only upon condition that Germany made war on 
Belgium, why was Germany's proposition in the premises to 
Mexico and Japan by the same token not a sufficient ju tifica­
tion for our declaring war on Germany? According to her logic 
that act alone causes just war. 

But here she was plotting and conspiring against us through 
our gue t, Ambassador Bernstorff, who has never failed to tell 
us how friendly his Government felt toward us. I ask you, 
how you would like to have a guest in your house who was 
secretly plotting to assassinate you, and divide up your prop­
erty in case he should find you would not submit to the murder 
of members of your family? Now let us revert to the time 
when all this happened. This was just exactly the time when 
President Wilson was trying to carry out the idea of uni>ersal 
peace. I think it was on the 15th day of January that his 
great note was i sued, and I think the 19th of January is the 
date of the note to Mr. Carranza, asking him to help Germany 
and Japan in making war on the United States. It was ju~t 
at the time when Mr. Betbmann-Hollweg called in our ambas­
sador, and lauded our President as the greatest peacemaker 
in the world. While they were thus lauding the President of the 
United States, while they were pretending to want a world 
peace, here they were trying to incite war with us because they 
were going to renew their campaign of frightfulness against us 
and were afraid that we might object with force to a rene\\al of 
the slaughter of our citizens. So, while they were scheming to 
return to their campaign of submarine warfare, they were plot­
ting, as I say, in our own house, to take our life and to take 
our property, and divide it up amongst the nations whom they 
were inviting to war against us, one of which is now at war. Ger­
many was ready to conspire with one of her own enemies 
(Japan) to destroy a friend. There is usually some sense 
of decency observed in dealings between people and nations, 
but it seems in this instance that all sense of decency was want­
ing entirely. 

Not only that, but Germany was going to divide up our coun­
try. Mexico was to have Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. It 
does not appear what Japan was to have, but I presume .Ger­
many was willing to give her California, ·washington, and Ore­
gon. We could have what was left, I presume, providing, for­
sooth, that Germany did not decide to take a slice herself off 
the Eastern seaboard. Such was the conduct of Germany to­
ward a friendly and neutral country-our country. She claims 
to-day that her negotiations are still goin~ on in 1.\Ie:s:ico and 
promise to be successful, and there is no ~son to believe tllat 
she has ceased her efforts to do what she can in every other 
direction to make war upon ns. I am sure, of course, that her 
efforts to involve us with l\lexico and Japan \\ill be fruitless. 
Surely Japan will not forget her long friendship with this coun­
try and permit herself to be made the cat's-paw of an un crupu­
lous nation with which she herself is now at war. It will be 
difficult for Germany, as now ruled, to make friends or h·eaties 
with anybody anywhere, when her conduct gives the lie direct 
to her professions of friendship and her treaty obligations. 
However, her animus is not lacking and her attempt makes her 
as culpable as though successful. 

But she has only done to us what she has done or is trying 
·to do to every other country. It is claimed, and I think truth­
fully, that her spies are busy everywhere trying to array people 
against their country. There is no question that in this country 
many of the departments of government contain spies who have 
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'been let in here unknowingly. ~ am glad to see in ·the pap-ers 
that a thorough weeding-out · process is going to begin, so that 
·we wlll nave no people in office whom we can not trust. 

These 'have been some of the doings ·of Germany. I consider 
-these things that 11urve mentioned almost as serious (in some 
respects even more serious) than her offenses upan the high seas. 
·When one country will go into a friendly country with whom it 
'i at peace a-nd begin to ·set in motion various secret forces for · 
evil directly aimed at the yery integrity and sovereignty of the 
nation itself, it is clear that she is not a friend, but an enemy in 
Uisguise. How long would Germany tolerate an American in­
trigue such as she hns carried on here? How long would she 
·tolerate an ambas ador that had done the things that 1\Ir. Bern­
stor.ff did? The friends of ·Germany complain that the worl€1 is 
·fighting Germany. The reason is plain-Germany is fighting the 
world ! Is Germany right and the world wrong? Or is the wodd 
:right ·and Germany wrong? The reason to me seems plain why 
Germany has few friends among the nations of the earth. She ' 
·does not try to win them by mutual helpfulness and the -cultiva­
tion of ties of friendship, mutual respect, love, and sympathy. 
No; her method is to try to compel nations to obey her and to be 
"'ith ber. Her trump cards are intrigue, force, and duress! No 
self-respecting nation anu no self-respecting man will servilely 
respond in friendship to uch methods or such advances. Her 
·wadare is ·patterneu after her diplomacy-ruthlessness, fright­
ful, terrorizing, and brutality. ·She has ·set out to make the 
world afraid of her and afraid to 'figlrt her. Her treatment of 
Belgium and her citizens in ·the levying of tribute on her citie , 
the deportation of her sons, the Zeppelin attacks at night, the 
nmrd.ering of women and children in their beds, the destruction 
of chm·ches and art buildings, the use of gas and liquid fire in 
the h·enches, and last, but not lea t, the torpedoing of helpless 
and noncombatant boats upon the high seas, and the Tesulting 
frightfulne s of it all illustrate the methods of Germany and. 
the purpose of Germany to frighten, terrorize, and tyrannize 
the whole world ! 

So I ask, What are we going to do? 
I wish there would be no war. I had hoped tbrrt President 

Wilson would achieve nis heart's. desire tn keeping this country 
out of war and 'in helping to bring the world again to peace. 
1t would have been indeed a proud distinction for a self-govern­
ing people to have restrained himself, even in ·the 'face of great 
proYocation, so that it might become the peacemaker of the-world 
and ·be the go-between or the happy influence to bTing these 
unhappy -peoples all together. But it seems that it was not to 
be. The failure, however, can not be charged, up against Pre i­
dent Wilson. The history of the past two and a half years 
makes plain that one of the greatest forces for peace in the 
United ·states, if not in the world-President Wilson-has been 
·frustrated, ·not by any fault or act of his own, but by tbe fault 
and acts of those who are not within his control. 

Some people would have us believe or think that we have as 
President of ihe United States a man who is blood-thirsty, a 
man who is so anxious to involve his own country in trouble 
that he would do things that were contrary to the inte-re ts of 
our country and contrary to international law. I have beard 
men charge the ·President-men who have hardly been in this 
country long enough to get out their second papers-with ·being 
wanting in fidelity to his country and wanting in patriotism. It 
is not necessary to defend the Presid~nt or a President of the 
'United States when the indictment is filed against him by men 
like these--1 mean men who have been here hardly long enough 
to breathe in the atmosphere of freedom. It is not necessa.~:y 
to defend him against the insinuation of attacks from anybody, 
however high in station they may be. His recoi·d speaks for 
itself. He has been the rock around which the waters of the 
mad and turbulent eas have been raging for two and one-half 
years. When Con s adjourned in March, 1915, and every­
body went home, and the L/usitania went down, and all thee 
other ships went down, " ·ho was the man that kept us from war? 

Why the }'resident of the United States? The very fact that 
this country is not prepared us it should be conclusively shows 
that he had no desire for or, indeed, even expectation of war. 
He bore the burden all alone clear up to the next session of 
Congress, and he stood for peace in spite of repeated provoca­
tions, and in the face of crises that seemed almost insurmount­
nble he still maintained peace here. Some are now blaming him 
for it. Some are now blaming bim for not having intervened 
against Germany when she first invaded Belgium, others wben 
she sunk the liu.sitania. Some who blame him now for our not 
being better prepared voted consistently agalnst appropriations 
that would have put us in a proper state of preparedness. I say 
he simply fought the surging waves of indignation time after 
time that tbreatened to sweep us into war,· and he dia so· by his 
o~·n calm poise and by his sincere ·and zealous desire for-peace. 

I belieTe that no man occupying the ,presidential chair has 
in many, many years -.von the confidence of the people so com­
pletely as the- President hfrs, and now when, after doing all this, 
he finally comes to the conclu ion that his fondest hope is shat­
tered and his fondest ambition gone awry, and that war has 
become :a ne.ce sity, 11Dt only for our honor but for the very 
safety and welfare of the Nation itself, it does not well become 
any man to que tion his honor or patriotism. l\1en may differ 
from him, one may 'think he might have done this or that better, 
but I ·say no man has any right to ·question the pab.:iotism of the 
President ·of the United States, his integrity, his wisdom, his 
zeal, -and his sincere desire for peace, nor his sense of justice 
eithf>...r. 

Some say i:he President was elected ·because "he kept us out 
of war," and they insinuate that now after having been thus 
elected ·he i:hrows off the mask, changes his .front, and is trying 
to force this country into -war against the will and wishes of 
the people. 

The people of ·the United ·st-ates elected Woodrow Wilson by 
.a referendum vote last November on ·his record as President, 
and becau e they had faith in him and in hi 0 wisdom and judg­
m~mt. One thing above all others which brought to him the 
support that ne received was because he had maintained peace 
·With honor. Bear in mind that as long ago as last · ay the 
P resident had served an ultimatum on Germany declar.iu(• in 
effect that unless she ceased her unre tricted submarine ;ar­
fare, we ·would sever diplomatic relations and omit nothing 
nece sary for the protection of the lives of American citizens. 
If Germany had not acceded to this ultimatum, it would ha e 
meant war la t l\1ay. The people of this country all knew that, 
and they were back of the President and. Congre s '\Ya back of 
the President. But Germany acknowledged the justice of our 
demands and promi ed i:o desist. The people showed their ap­
l>TOval by electing him ·and the Congre s to support him. His 
election must be construed as a vote of confidence and a de ·ire 
for nim to continue the policy 'PUrsued by him in his first ud.­
·ministration and a continuation of his foreign policy, .the mo t 
·conspicuous and important part ef which wa , of conr!:ie, his 
policy against tbe use ·of ·GeTman submarines. Germany broke 
her pledge to us on January 31, however. Germany by lJer note 
-repudiated .her promise and put us back in the status we were 
in on May last, when he agreed to a-cced.e to our demand. 0 

Who is responsible for this change? CeTtainly not the PJ.·e ·­
dent ! The Pre..,ident ha not changed hi -po ition. He stands 
to-day where he stood last May, and this country stands to .. day 
where it stood la t May wben it d.emanded. that Germany cea e 
·her lawless submaTine practices. So the .President to-£lay i 
'Only renewing the same demands that he made last May, and 
J}.e is not Tesponsible for this change, b-ut Germany i . His 
policy llt>W after election is ·the same as it wa · before election. 
And if Germany yielded to our demands to-day, he would be 
able to keep us out of war in e.x:actly the arne manner that he 
kept us out last May, that is, with honor and safety to our 
·people. He. would. not, if he could, preserve -peace otberwi e 
then, and he can not and will not now. The people did not ex­
pect nor want him to pre ene 'Peace without honor then----'they 
neither expect nor want him to preser...-e peace without l1onor 
now! 

Some hn.ve said that we should TI'Y to arbitrate the e things 
with Germany. In \iew of our experience with her in the rna t­
ter of ·this \ery question which is precipitating us into war, in 
view of all the other circumstances to which I have alluded, we 
know that she does not respect her own Jlledges and solemn 
obligations. How, then, I a k, can we expect or even hope thnt 
she would respect an award of a board of arbitration which she 
felt was against her interest or her rights? 

Mr. President, we are face to face with a serious condition 
and not a mere academic theory. \l.'he question is not presented 
to us whether we like war or not. The question is whether we 
are going to continue to -permit war to ·be made upon us without 
defending ourselve . Whether we are going to protect American 
lives and American rights. Whether we are going to preserve 
our own national honor and our sell'-re pect-whetlleJ.· we are 
going to fight back now or wait until an ambition , mercll ·. , 
and ruthless .autocracy shall have placed it iron heel upon the 
prostrate democracy ·Of the world before we awaken to our own 
danger. .And so it is clear that this is not a mere question of 
whetheJ.· we desire or like war or whether we would like to avoid 
it. Vital matters and principles that every true American holds 
dear are ·involved in the consideration of tbis re olution-oux 
honor, our rights, the lives of our citizens, our national safety, 
our sovereignty. Yes, democracy itself is at stake ! The per­
petuation of this country and its institutions is the most imp(n·­
tant thing in the world to us, to the _people of the whole world, 
and to posterity. Our Governmeht is an experiment destincu to 
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proYe whetllcr or uot men are capable of self-government. The: 
p('>rmunent success of this experiment means tile eventual 
emancipation of all mankind-Us fai)ure spell the doom of 
frf'eclom t-Yerywhere. 

"'hen a untion like nussia throws off the yoke of centuries, 
'Yhen every . ign points to the adnmcement of democracy's 
standard in other oppre. sed lands, shall America, to ,yhom all 
natiom; are now looking for aid and encouragement, shrink from 
protecting and defending itself from the one thing in the world 
that i a menace to real democracy, viz, the Imperial German 
ttuto(' t'a<:y and Prul:i. ·ian militarism? Thi. is no time for America, 
to whom all the oppressed natioilll are looking for aid and en-
curogement, now to shrink or he itate from protecting and de­

f~lHling liel' own sacred rights which are no le s than the rights 
of humanity it elf. .As the President has said : 

1\'c are a kin::: for ourselves nothing that we have not a right to ask 
in the name of humanity. · 

For all these re::t ·on::; I feel it my solemn duty to support and 
vote for the resolution now before us, declaring that a state 
of \var exist: between us and the German Government. In so 
doiug I am not placing myself with those who fa.-or the arbitra­
ment of di. putes by war-I am only so declaring because 
it i. · the la t resort of a peace-loving people 'iYho refuse longer 
to hm·e war waged agairu;t them without pro.-ocation or rea. on 
without defending themselves and their institutions. A country 
that will not defend the liYes of its citizen or its rights 
or it.· honor ·will not long endure. When the country is in 
dangel' men are called to the colors to defend the Nation and 
the tlag. They an not refu e; their very life i. ubject to its 
Call and nceu. ~hall it be said, then, that '''hen their liYeS 
ar menaced or taken that theii· country is not in duty l>ound 
to defend its defender ? No man can long command the re-
8pec:t of his fellow men or even of him. elf who does not let 
prin ·iple . et a tandard of conduct for himself and who does 
not at all times and at all hazards to himself defend hi own 
right when threatened or invaded. And so no nation can long 
corumaud the respect of the people of the world or of it O\Vn 
people, or expect to ha...-e its right or treatie re. pected, or 
er..n long e11dure which permit. e::-...l_)ediency, or con·ardice, or .sel­
fishness to control its actions or its policies. What has Ameri­
ca·::; policy been in the past? Has it been one of expediency or 
ha it been one of right? \Ve haYe never yet stopped to count 
the co. t of defending our honor, our rights, or our institutions. 
In 1 12, \vhen we were a struggling Nation, we declared war 
Hgainst powerful England-yes, even in the face of the proxim­
ity of her colonies-for reasons that shrink into in ·ignificance 
compared with the offense that we haYe suffered at the llnucl. 
of Germany. 

I . ay no nation can surrender its sub tantlal rights without 
in the end embroiling itself and in the end losing itself. Ameri­
ean lives and American rights must be held and kept sacred 
against the acts of any foreign nation the world o\er and 
uie flag mu t be a protection and shiel<l to every American 
wherever be may be while in the pursuit of a lawful and proper 
lm. ine s. If we expect and demand that every American shall 
love his country, we mu. t in retum be ready at all times to 
proye tllat hi. country loY<~ him. If the time eyer comes "'hen 
thi. · hield and protection hall be withdrawn, then, indeed, the 
flag i.• a mockery and the name of America will become n shume 
and a byword. 

I am going to yote for the pending joint resolution. I wi. 11 
that the cri~is which now confronts us 'vas Fmch tlwt I might 
find it compatible with what I coaceiYe to l>e my duty as a 
• 'enator to vote for peace in tead of \'IUl'. But our desire are 
often incompatible with our plain duty, and that is the solelllll 
situation I find ru:self in to-day. I have advocated and sup­
vorted prcparedne s mea 'trres, haYe per i tently urged the 
ri1erging of difference , autl have . tooll for unity of thought, 
action, and purpo. ·e in the belief that we could thus impres · the 
Gr at Imperial GoYernment that the people of the United tates 
are a unitetl people and \Tould act a · a unit again ·t her if she 
JH?r:-;i. ted iu a liue of conduct which Germany well knew no Gov­
unment that i tit and able to defend itself would }ong endure, 
Hll1 l tlm · avoid war in the only way it could be aYoided if at all. 

I want ell to help impre. ·s Germany with the thought that this 
l)owerful cou11try wa ready, p1•epared, and determined to use 
all of it. · po,Yel' and might to prot ct our honor and our rights. 
I hav alwuy ·· belieYed, and I IJelieYe now, that thL"l (being the 
Olll,\- tll'gUlllellt Whi<:lt She herself USE': ) iS the only killll Of an 
argument to 'vhic:h she will Hsten, which she will respect, or 
which ~he " ·ill h ell. Tho. ·c '"'ho u e force to \York their will 
are the onE'"· wlw can be pet·swldeu only by force. I repeat that I 
r 0 T<"t that we were not able to pre~ent ttult 11otent and com·inc­
in•• m·gnmeut to her. Conf;equently, baYing failed thu to per­
suade her, there i:::; but the altematiYe. It is lli.::grnceful arul 

disash·ous submission on the one han..d or the u ·e of m·m€d force 
on the other. T o me thi:s pre ·eots but one possible choice. The 
frE\SJdent has said that there is one thin-g that the American 
people will not do and that is to submit to continued wrong. I 
am sure he has properly interpreted the ·pirit and the sentiment 

,of tlte Arperi-can people, and I ub. cribe to that. · 
The step tlln t we are about to take and which we take re­

luctantly and sorrowfUlly will, ne...-ertllele. s, be taken hope­
fully, firmly, patriotically, courageously, and re ·olutel~'. Let us 
all stand together, united in spirit, purpo e, and <letermination, 
ancl let u rise to meet the is. ue with the same faith, courage, 
devotion, and resolution that has sustained, in::>pired, and di ·­
tingllli bed the Au1erican people always. 

Mr. HARDWICK. 1\ir. President, I realize that the Senate 
has had a long and arduous day and is anxious to come to an 
early Y"ote on the pending resolution. ancl it is not my purpose 
to delay such action for more than a very few moments. I 
think eYery :Jlerubet· of tills body-indeed, every l\lembe1· of th~ 
American Congres:-realizes the full and deep ·oJemnity of tllh; 
hour and the heavy and weighty ~:esponsibility thnt rests upon 
each one of us. 

During the closing hours of the last session of Congre s it 
was manifest that onr foreign relation , particularly those 
"\\ith the Imperial Go•ernment of Germany, had reached such 
a state that it was neces ary for us to arm our hips to defend 
our dght as neutral._. Since then, Mr. Pre. ident, the sinking 
of unarmed American ships that were not carrying contraband 
of war, indeed tlwt '"ere not carrying ca.rgoes of any descrip­
tion, by the naYy of the German Empire has 'put before the 
Congre:::;s nud the people of the Unite<l States a \ery different 
question. 

The resolution pending must pas;, not becau .. e the Congre s 
of the United States or the • merican people desire "·ar but 
because war under the circumstances which confront us is an · 
imperati\·e and absolute nece . ity. We go to n·ru· not for fine­
spun theories, not for any other purpose or any other can e 
upon the earth exeept one, and that is that peaceable Arneric:m 
citizen engaged in their peaceable and legitimate bu ine upon 
the high seas have been murdered in cold blood by the organized 
agencies of an established GoYernment. This Go~ernment will 
be unable to live among tl1e nations of the earth nnles it vindi­
cates its right to do so by discharging tl'le first duty that re't.' 
upon a nation, and that is to protect its citizens. 

So it seemJ to .me that eyery Senator of the United Sb.1tes 
called upon to vote upon this question sllould have one question 
an_d only one that he need. neces arily consider, ancl that is this: 
Are Ahleri.can citizens engaged in. peaceful and le~itimate busi­
ness now being murdered on the high seas? If so, by what Gov­
ernment? By who e order. ? Upon whose re~ponsibility? It 
the answer is, a it is in this case, by that of the German Gov­
ernment, then it is as dear as the noonday sun that tile German 
Government must at1J wer to the American Government and to 
the American people for the American lives they have taken and 
the American citizeru· they ba\e murdered. 

1\Ir. President, I realize as fully as does any Senator in Jhis 
Chamber on either side of it the great desire of the American 
people to pre erve and maintain friendly and amicable relations 
with all the nations of the earth. I know that constant prayera 
have gone up from millions of American homes. Chri tian homes, 
that God might presene peace for us, that He might give us 
continued peace-that peace ou earth and good will to men that 
He lliru elf has ordained. 

But, 1\Ir. Pre ·ident~ I deeply mistake the temper of American 
manhood, tlle mettle of American citizenship, if the prayers 
from those homes are for peace at any price. They want peace, 
but not peace at the e:s:pellSe of the national honor. '.rbey want 
peace, !Jut not peace at the expense of the national safety. They 
want peace, but not peace at the price of having our national 
honor sullied by giving up peaceful American citizens to be mur­
dered on the high sea.<>, by permitting the very name American 
to l>ecome a term of derision and reproach. of scorn and con­
tempt among men. If we can have peace only at such a price, 
tllen I say "Welcome war, though it came full panoplied out of 
the very b.ow~ls of hell, rather than craven peace purchased at 
,_ uc:h a pr1ce. 

:Mr. President, this war is upon us; we simply declare it; the 
die is cast; the issues are made up; there is no need to elaborate 
the issues or prolong the argument. 'l'bere is indeed room for 
no argument. 

All, :Mr. Pre ·ident, the Ge1:man GoYernment and the German 
people, and whoever else in this worlu, in America or elsewhere, 
has ever belie-ved or has. ever said that this American Nation 
is a group of heterogeneous element., " ·ithont nationality, '"ith­
out unity, and without harmony, is, in my judgment, doomed 
to a speedy awakening, They " 'ill fiml in tlle pt·osecution of 
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thi war, -:-;hich is demanded by the national honor, behind our 
Pre~ident and behind our Government a united and militant 
Nation-a Nation that knows no. North, no South, no East, no 
w·e ·t, no Republican, no Democrat, no capitalist, no laborer­
nothing but plain Americans, all and everywhere; men who 
loYe this land the Lord, their God, has given to them1 and whQ 
are willing to fight for its honor and to die for its glory. 

'\hen the Battle Hymn of the Republic shall rise from every 
nook and corner of our land, until its swelling chorus shall 
. '' ep from ocean to ocean, and then across the broad seas, 
summoning to the Stars and Stripes the Nation's best and the 

7ation's brave t, Senators, you will find that the sons of Dixie ''ill occupy once more their old proud place, the post alike of 
honor and of danger, the front rank in the Republic's far-flung 
battle line. 

l\fr. CUl\BliNS. Mr. President, for reasons which I hope are · 
obYious, I intend to confine the expres ion of my views upon the 
pending question within the briefest possible limits. 

I m1 oppo. ed to the bill which was under consideration in 
tbe Senate during the expiring hours of the last Congress be­
cau .~e it attempted to giye to the President of the United States 
the power to make war at his own discretion. I would still 
oppo ·e with equal earnestness an effort of that kind if made at 
the pre. ent time. The Congress of the United States, howeYer, 
i. now engaged in exercising its rightful, constitutional function, 
in determining what the attitude of our country shall be to­
,,nr11 ~rrna11y. \Vhen Congress has determined our relations 

' to that country every loyal American 1'\ill yield instant, un­
(iiYided, unlimited obedience to its decree. There will be no 
<lh·i.· ion in the United States after Congre has acted. We are 
n -utntl nmv, but if Congres declares that Germany is our 
enei!l.Y, Germany will be an enemy for eYery man and woman 
v•ho lo, es the lwnor, the dignity, the perpetuity of our institu­
tion-;; and no man will be permitted to outrun me in the attempt 
to make America strong and nctorious in the struggle before us. 

I h::n-e believed, and I still belieYe-I would be uncandid 
were I not ·o to declare-that there is another, a better, and 
n more effectiYc course than the declaration of war inYolYed in 
the re olution now before us. If I believed that there was fair 
orlportunity to fight for that better way I would not hesitate 
to consume the time of the Senate in submitting my reasons 
for it adoption. But I kno,y--every man knows who is at all 
ft miliar 1'\'ith the purpose of Members of Congress-that war 
is to be d:~clareu, and I intend to giye evidence of unity among 
the people of the United States, for I believe, after sore per­
r:lcxity, it to be my duty-and it is J;ligh evidence of my de~ire 
that there shall be but one mind, one heart, one purpo~, from· 
cnc border of this great country to the other. I intend to 
~uboruinate my judgment not to the judgment of any other 
depa rtment of the Government, but to the judgment of my 
fellow ::uembers of Congre s; for, although they · haYe not re­
corded theit· views, their intent is as well known as though the 
roll lmd already been called. 

I \Yant the world to know that, " ·hen this GoYernment baR 
< ct.ed through it constitutional authority, every man, and 
eYerr womnn, too, who loYes the Old Flag, who is proud of its 
hi tOtT, and who is determined to support and defend its dig­
nity and it glory, will stand by the GoYernment, will stand by 
the country of \Yhich he or she is a citizen. And in this subordi­
nation of my own hope to your judgment in the deep desire 
th ... 'lt all the countries of the "·orld shall know that henceforth 
America peak with but one Yoice, is true to one purpose, and 
is determined to achieYe that purpose, I shall vote for the reso­
lution reported by the committee. [l\1anife tations of applause 
in the gallerie .] 

Mr. PITTMAN. 1\Ir. President, I do not feel that I can add 
anything to this debate to-night. I nm perfectly satisfied with 
the declarations that haYe been m~de so ably and so fully by 
the President of the United States; I am satisfied with · the 
arguments that haYe been made by the able Senator from Vir­
"'inia [1\fr. SWANSON], the ·Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Wrr..­
LIAN •], the Senator from Massachusetts [l\Ir. LonGE], and the 
Senator from other State who spoke in favor of the resolution; 
but as a member of the Foreign Relations Committee, and one 
who Yoted in fa\or of reporting this resolution, I am unwilling 
simply to ca t rny vote and let it stand in the future that I dicl 
not rai e my Yoice in support of thi cause. 

l\lr. President, while I have no patience with the position 
taken by the Senators on this floor " ·bo ha\e opposed this reso­
lution, I haYe the deepest sympathy and consideration for those 
loving women who have written letters to various 1\Iembers of 
this bodv. and whose letters lul\·e been read. They feel ' more 
deeply thmi I can ewr fe l thP loss of n dear one; they llaYe 
borne the burdens of war durin~ all time; they will bear the 
IJunlens of thi ~ w&r-; and if I thongbt for one moment that their 

burdens in future would be lightened by peace at this time I 
might ' :Vaive the insults that have been cast against us antl vote 
against war; but I can not concei\e how there can be peace. 

I know that some of the distinguished citizens of our country 
have been carrying · on a propaganda throughout the Natiou, 
presenting arguments to the people in support of the cause. 
not of peace, but of keeping out of this war. They say, "Appoin t 
conciliators; have the neutral nations join together aml inter­
vene, and see if they can not bring about peace," and, in the 
end, they say, "Submit the question to a referendum of the 
people of this country." All of that has been done. Why, the 
President of the United States made an effort to draw all the 
neutral countries of the world together for the purpose of ap­
pealing to those warring countries to ascertain if there was a 
bnsis upon which peace could be considered-not the terms of 
peace, but just the basis upon which peace could be considered. 
In answer to that, one of the great warring groups stated un­
equivocally that there was nothing to arbitrate; that the thin~ • 
they were fighting for was not a subject of arbitration; that 
on one side they were fighting for Prussianism, uncl on the other 
side they were fighting for democracy, and that those questions 
could not be arbitrated. 

Let me say again, a judgment of arbitration is nothing more 
than a treaty; it is nothing more than an agreement, and whnt 
does the " 'orld to-day expect out of a treaty \\ith a govern­
ment that calls a treaty" a scrap of paper"? Would you rath~r 
have Germany's word to-day than at the time Belgium accepted 
it? If Germany was false to her promi es to Belgium, why 
should any nation trust her on a future promise? Is not a na­
tion that has violated not only all the laws of nations but cYery 
law of humanity, that llas torn up treaties, ancl violated i: 
sacred word of houor as a government, beyond the pale of arbl­
tration? What modus Yivendi, treaty, or agreement will bind 
Germaoy when she recognizes no law save the law of necessi ty 
and no force except the might of military power? Aye, they 
have all been tried, tried in Yain, by the greatest pacifist of the 
age. 
. Again, they come to us and say, "Delay this matter; put it 

off longer while the murder goes on, so that we may have . n 
refei.:endum among the people of this country." I <lo not know 
whether the distingui hed Senator fi·om Wisconsin [l\1r. LA 
FoLLETTE] knows what the people of his State think; but I 
know what the people of my State think, be"ause tlley hnn· 
spoken through their legislature unequivocaUy in faYor of every 
declaration that the Pre ident of the Unitell State« has mnue. 
and, in addition to that, they ha\e pled<>'ed eYery re ource of 
that State, both men and money, to the full limit to carry out 
any policy he may propose or any decl~ration he may mak . 

Ah, yes ; and that is not the only State. There has bee!l n 
referendum in eYery State in the United States. All. possLbly 
with the exception of one or t\vo States, through their legisla­
tures, have declared in favor of the position taken by the Pre, i­
dent of the United State at the time he di ssolYe(l diplomatic 
relations with Germany, and haYe gone further ami ple<lgetl 
the people and the resources of those 'tates to th upholdin~ 
of the President's hands in eYery effort he may make to protect 
the life, liberty, and honor of the American people. . 

What else is there to do? What else can we do? "All," !Jnt 
they say, "do not slaughter thousands of young men iu thi!3 
country. Do not leave the '\vidows out in the little homes to 
take care of the orphans." 

God kno\YS that that is a picture that appeals to any man 
with a heart. That i · a picture that no man wi hes to holll 
b fore him. But I would ruther that we lose n few lmnureu 
thousand men, if nece~sary, in a few months of war in co­
operation with the allies at the present time, than to lose mil­
lions of men in a war that we alone might have to flgllt. We 
have got to fight Germany. TI·e will either fight Germany now 
or we will fight Germany later on. ' Ve will either fight Ger­
many in cooperation with the allies or we will fight Germany 
alone. If we can not conquer Germany now in cooperation with 
the allies, then Germany will soon conquer us. 

Oh, it is ·a desperate thing to lose the liYes of our citizens­
yes the life of one citizen of this country; but I believe just a 
sur~ly as I stand here that the allies to-day need the assistunc 
of this counh':5 . I tell you, we cnn not di guise the fact that 
that battle is hnnging in the scale. We realize to-day that the 
result in nussia mny be the result of the war. It is too late for 
us to back out of the fight. Yes, it has been too late to back 
out of this fight since the very first moment that this demo­
cratic country opposed the Prussianism of the Kaiser. Do not 
think for one moment that by cowardly surrendering at. thi 
time we would make oursel,·es immune ft·om the inhumau. 
wrnth of that militant power. 

• 
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\YJtat did Belgium do? Be.1gium bas not <lone half what thi~ 

r ur1try has ~lrea<ly clone to anger Germany. The people of 
poor Httle Belgium-::~ country which never in all of its ex­
jfltence llarme1l any country in the world, a peaceable, friendly 
people, a people on the very best possible term · with Germans­
have been treated a slaves; ha\e been mur<lere<l; have been 
tortured; hav~ been treated as ne\er before have even prison­
ers of war been treated in the mo t barbarous times. And why? 
'Vas it 'because of any great wrong that Belgium did to Ger­
many? Oh,. no. It was becau e little Belgium had the honor 
and the bra\ery to attempt to protect its rights against an in­
evitable defeat . And for that the German hatred has continu­
_ally vented itself, not only. on the soldiers but on the non­
combatants, on the women and cllildren and the old people. 

Do you tell me that you can curry favor with a Government 
of that character an<l kind? Tell me that to-day, by submis­
sion, by surrendering our rights, by acting tho coward, by kneel­
ing and crawling to the German Empire, ·we can gain her 
friendship? Why, it is just as certnin as that the day follow~ 
the night that if Germany wins the war that is going on ther·e 
now we will suffer as Belgium suffered. Yes; we '\'\'ill suffer 
a hundred thou~and times more than Belgium has e\er suffered. 
.011, yes; Belgium has been punished, and a is a little, helpless 
nation. The Belgians, women and children, have been punished 
because their husbands and fathers did nothing but defend their 
right . Tell me that the hate of the GeTman autocracy is not 
greater toward the American people than toward the Belgians! 
You know it is, and you know if they have done that to the 
Belgian· what they would do to the American people. 

We are faced with this condition now, both from a phy ical 
and from a political standpoint, that Prus ianism must be 
stamped out in the world forever or democracy '"ill be. Prus­
siani m must go down in Germany, :md there must ari e in it 
stead a democracy such n onrs, or this grancl Republic of ours, 
.)vhich is our heart and our :oul, and for 'Thich we have uch 
great hope, '\'\'ill cease to exist. 

I have been referring to the cold-blooued PQI sibilitieM of this 
war. I want to say this to you, and I want to say it in all 
seriousness, that I belieYe, as has been said here to-day, that 
irrespective of the political situation that is facing us there are 
principle invol\ed; that natkms do have ~principles; that 
nations do have what we call honor; that those principles and 
that honor are the very oul of that nation, and when those are 
del'troyed the nation cea es to exist. 

\Ye remember the hi ·tory ju. t a short time back. \Ve re­
member when tl1is country was a little colony of a few million 
people. Then there was imposition upon the people of this 
country, not any greater than the imposition that is being prac­
ticed upon our people to-day-no; not half a great. Then they 
imposed upon us and took away from us the liberties to which 
we were entitlecl ; and to-day the German Government is taking 
away the lives of our citizens. There were people in 1775 and 
1776 who spoke ju t a the e distingui bed Senators opposing 
the re. olution ha\e spoken here to-day. There were men who 
felt just as they feel to-day. There were able men and sin­
cere women who, during those trying time , argued the futility 
of this little handful of people fighting the most powerful nation 
of the earth, with almo t certain destruction ahead, with almost 
certain defeat ahead, aml with the loss of many of those poor 
little lives. Ye ; the que tion hung before the American people 
then, as it hangs now, whether the right to rule ourselves, 
whether the right of liberty of action which we are fighting for 
on the high seas to-day, whether the rights recognized by the 
world, should be sustained by the death of some of our citizens. 

Do you not hear them now, as in your imao-ination you heard 
them then, saying, "Oh ·we will lose our sons, we will lose our 
brothers, and we will lo. e our futher . There will be thou-
nnds of gra\es out on that hillside, and why should we bear 

the bm·den of thi;~ war? Why should we bear this uffering 
just for the little right that we are claiming here?" But the 
men who had vi ion, the men who had patrioti m in their souls, 
the men who loved tlleir country better than their own lives 
an<l better than the liYes of their boys, said, ... These rights 
must be presened if all of them must die, and we mu:t clie and 
the people of this country must be destroyed." 

I: there a man here to-day who regrets that w:u·? Is there 
a man here to-day who would say that that was a barbarous 
and an inhuman war? Do you think to-day that if one of those 
gallant soldiers who died to give u the extraordinary liberty 
that the people of this ·country enjoy could peak he would 
say, "I regret that I died on the fie1d of battle for the cause 
that then existed"? Do you think that if there \Vere a mother 
living to-day who gnse ber boy in that cause, she \YOuld stanu 
here and say, "That wu. a brutal and inhuman war. I regret 
that war. I regret that I ever ga,-e my on to it' ? Oh, I think 

not. I do not belie'\"e the opponents of this resolution think so. 
Wily, the Yery glory of this country dates from that grand 
achievement. It dates from the great vi ion of those men and 
the glory and the sacrifice of the women of that age. 

Here "''ve stand to-clay, not a mere handful of people, but the 
most powerful ~ation in all the world; a Nation that is recog­
nized to-day as the mo t powel"ful and enliglltened go\ernment 
of the world, and we are a ked what? We are a ked to submit; 
we are asked to surrender without a fight; we are asked to give 
up the rights for which our forefathers have fouO'llt. Why? Be­
cause some one must suffer. Because some life will pass out. 
Surren<ler this right, and the next right will be {1ema.nded of 
us, and then each and every right will be demanded from us, 
until there will be no rights essential to n free people. It has 
been the history of the 'Yorlcl, and I fear it will be the history 
of many years to come, that no nation that '-ras afraid to die for 
its rights ever maintained those rights. 

We all love peace. \Ye all hope that the time i coming when 
the great international questions, and these questions of human 
right, can be decided without the arbitrament of war. But it is 
useless, it is senseles8, to say that that time has ari·ived. Why, 
look at the war that is now s"·eeping aero. s half of the world. 
Wa there any ju t cause for. that war? Are they fighting for 
:mything that can be definitely granted to anyone? Is it sub­
ject to arbitration? Is there any hope of determination except 
by war? What would you think, what would some of these citi­
~ens of ours throughout this country think, if the Crown Prince 
of Germany should be traYeling through this country of ours 
and hould be murdered, and Germany, haYing the power to do 
so, should say : 

We demand that you surrender your so;enignty; that you surrl.'nder 
the right to try your own people within your borders by your own courts, 
and allow us to establi. h our courts in l·our country to try crimes com­
mitted within your borders? 

Would we agree to it? Woulu we stand for it? And yet that 
is exactly what Austria demanded of Serbia. 

l\lr. WILLIA..l\IS. Mr. Pre. ident--
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Neyada yield 

to the Senator from l\fissi. ippi? 
1\Ir. PITTJ\fA...~. I do. 
1\Ir. WILLIAMS. I want to ask the Senator a question, be­

cause it is neces ary to do that in order to make what I have 
to say parliamentary according to the rule. I hope the Senator 
bas not forgotten that England, Italy, an<l France, all three, 
agreed, iu a communication to the German court, that the ques­
tion between Austria and crbia hould be submitted to th'~ 
court of The Hague, and that if Austria and Germany did not 
want to do that it could be submitted to the concert of powers, 
a they call it, in Europe, consisting of Ru ia and Germany and 
Au. tria and Great Britain and France and Italy. 

l\Il·. PITT~~'l. I thank the Senator for the suggestion. 
l\lr. WILLIAl\lS. ·ow, does not the Senator think that "·hile 

Austria was entertaining that proposition and had pretty nearly 
agreed to it, the action of the German Kaiser in declaring that ­
any further efforts at mobilization on the part of Russia would 
be regarded as an act of war, followed the next day, 12 hours 
afterward , by a declaration of war, stamps to all humanity, for 
all time, the pre._ent Kaiser of Germany as t11e real actor in this 
conn·oversy? 

Mr. PITI'MAl'if. I ba\e no hesitancy in saying that it is my 
opinion that the '"hole cour e of action of Germany from the 
very beginning--not on1y by it deceptions but its conceal­
ments-ha demon. trate<.l that it was the intent of Germany to 
create an ex:cu~e for a war . ole1y for the purpo e of conquest, 
and that it might carry out its clleme of military expansion and 
domination. 

Mr. WILLIA.l\I . An<l, if the S nator will pardon just a little 
bit more interruption, her idea was to create a highway, to 
compel a grant from Belgrade to Saloniki from nero s the 
1\fediterranea:n on ller way to Bagdad, so that the German 
Junkerdom and Kaisenlom cry "Germany all powerful from 
Berlin to Bagdad " might be realized. 

Mr. PI'l"T1\IA1~. There is not any question in my mincl as to 
the correctness of that tatement. I want to say this, that it 
is because there is only one is~ue, ancl that is the is ue of Pru ·­
siani ·m on one side and democracy on the other side, that we 
mu. t go into this fight now. 

Why, l\lr. Pre. i<lent, I would not gb~e a human life for any 
property on earth, and yet I conl<l see wbere I coulcl gi'\"e my 
life, and a thousand like it if I bad t11em, and would C!Onsider 
tlwt I had ·accompli:hed. more thnn I will ever accomplish in 
my brief span, by rai. ing the prestige that gives security to 
our citizens in foreign land.~. 

I am ashamed as an American citizen to--tiay that om· citi· 
zen clo not haxe the same. protection, that they do not commuml 
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the same respect, that they do not ha•e the same security as 
the . subjects of the other powerful nations of the ''orld in all 
forejgn countries possibly except our own. That fact stands to­
day admitted. It is not disputed. It is because we love life, 
too, often more than ''e Jove principle. It is because the world 
has come to know that there is ·a propaganda in this country 
of cowardice, because the 'IYOrld has come to believe that we 
will not fight unless we are on the -defensiye ; that we will not 
fight to protect the li\es of our citizens and that we will not 
fight for them wherever they have got a right to be; that we 
will fight for them only on our own soil. But let me say . to 
these self:.proclaimed pacifists, let me say to those whom I 
belie\e to be sincere, that they are building up a thousand 
deaths for the one death that they fear to-day; that they are 
building up a thousand days of suffering for the one day of 
suffering that they now fear. Why, let this cotmtry demon­
strate to the- \YOrld that it will not fight, let it demonstrate to 
the world that it is an aggregation of cowardly people, and 
there is not a little nation in all this world that will not murder 
with impunity the citizens of this country if it but has the 
desire. 
· I want to say to you thi : In your supposed security here, in 

your isolation from this great war you are but having a dream. 
Let Germany defeat Russia to-morrow, and the day after to­
morrow it is our turn. 

I want to say to you that \Yhile we glory in the great democ­
r acy of Russia, while we look forward with the greatest hope to 
the building up there of a great democratic government, we can 
not but have fear that some of her people may not understand 
this gt·eat opportunity. We can not but have a fear that before 
they grasp solidly the reins of government there nmy be some 
other disturbance that will break up the discipline of the Russian 
Army. If that discipline is once broken, then Rus'in is gone, 
and autocracy will again be placed in command of that country, 
an autocracy that will be obedient to Prussianisrn. If unfor­
tunately that thing should happen, and it is possible-it is within 
the range of possibility-then Germany \vould rule Europe. 
Germany would haYe the navies of Etit·ope, ami Germany ruUng 
Europe with the navies of Europe would have no trouble on onr 
north or om· south, and in tend of ha\ing to have a standing 
army of three or. four hund.red thousand men, we would have 
to have a standing army of 15,000,000 men, if they could be found. 
in this counh·y to serve. · 

Those are the facts and possibilities you face. As I said 
before, I would rather lose 100,000 or so of our men now than a 
million of them later on. I would rather have several months 
of war, if necessary, in cooperation with the allies than to have 
years and years of war unassisted .bY any great power. Now is 
the time to strike, now is the time to act, and not to act in a 
hesitating manner, not act in a niggardly way but to act with all 
the great force of the- Government, a power that no nation or 
no group of nations on earth ever could overcome. I llope to 
God, wllen that power is sllown to tllem, that the German people 
who have so long been misruled by Prussianisrn, the German 
people who have not been told the conditions, the German people 
who have been taught by the Prussians that victory is sure, \vill 
awake and will see that the defeat of Prussianism is inevitable, 
and that they will rise in their new understanding and in their 
patriotism an<l follow the example of the Hussian people by 
establishing a democratic government that the allies and this 
country can and will treat with. 

'Ve have no wa.r against the German people. The minute 
that Prussianism is stamped out in Germany, whether it is 
f':tamped out by us or by the German people themselves, all those 
countries ·who are warring against the German Go·;ernment to-day 
will most gladly meet the new German Government half-way­
yes; meet them more than half-way-and not only sign a treaty of 
peace with them and not only help· to build up a great democ­
racy for Germany but they will do e\erything in their power 
to alleviate the tremendous suffering that is in that country. 
To-<lay it is in the power of this Government to stamp out Prus­
sianism, autocracy, and absolute monarchy throughout the whole 
world, and thereby make peace without war a possibility; and 
pray God that the opportunity be accepted by the Ameri­
can peuple in the spirit that ga•e birth to our own glorious 
freedom. 

Thll'. BORAH. 1\fr. President, if I un<lerstand cqrrectly this 
resolution, not only in its terms but in its import, its meaning 
is simple and single, and it is not subject in any way to mis­
COll truction. It is the ordinary uec:laration of a state of war 
and pledging tlw resources of this country to prosecute . war 
against those who are wnging war against us. In other words, 
Mr. President, it commits this Government to a policy of war 
in defense of American rights, for the protection of American 
citizens, and for the security of the American Republic. That 

being both the import and the express terms of the resolution, 
I do not find . it possible on my pn.rt to vote against it. The 
resolution does not commit this country to a war of aggre sion 
but to a war to be prosecuted in defense and for the protec­
tion of the rights of the American people, against those at 
whose hands our people have suffered death. 

Mr. President, when this war broke upon the peace· of the 
world, we all realized, in part · at leasf, what it meant. Lan­
guage was inadequate to express our feeliug and our astonish­
ment or to conyey to one another our viewl:i; but we under­
stood that we were witnessing the most stupendous conflict of 
the world's history, and that in its far-reaching effect, in its 
engulfing force, it would, in all probability, inxol\e our own 
people. We understood that the most adyanced, the most 
powerful nations of the earth could not long continue their 
conflict without affecting most substantially the conditions 
upon the \V~estern Continent. The affairs of the "~arid m·e so 
closely interwoven, politically and economically, that it seemed 
from the beginning that, in all probabilit-y, we should not be 
able wholly to escape the disturbing and <lemoralizing effect 
of the fearful catastrophe. Naturally, therefore, the thought 
of eYeryone here turned to hls own country-what should be 
her com·se, "·hat policy '"auld best conserve her interests and 
the happiness of her people, \Yhat was best calculated to pre­
sen·e unscathed our institutions and unchanged our cherished 
principles of go\ernment an<l of civilization. 

It was not mere selfishness; it was not base and inconsid­
erate fear; it was not a pusillanimous contemplntion of sacrifice 
or the forfeiture of ease that clrove our thon~hts b:::ck upon our~ 
sel\es ami ent the mind in search of a policy which would 
best cousen:-e antl perpetuate our happine s and the '\Yelfare of 
our people. That charge hns been laid at our door, but it is 
unjust. It wa8 rather, in my belief, the inestimable and, I 
trust, the imperishable principle and feeling of national.ity; it 
was the love of home; it was devotion to our own; it was the 
passion of patriotism, the most sublime passion which stirs 
the heart of ma.q, save that which binds him to his 1\laker. 

The President, the Congress, and the people felt in the be­
ginning that this was not our affair; that it was not of our 
making; and that the blessed inheritance of the fathers should 
be kept from ou t11e path of its frightfulness, if we could be so 
fortunate as to find the way by which to achieve that end. 

Actuated, therefore, by the hope-by the just and righteous 
hope-that our people might be spared participation in this 
war, and in harmony with the strong and unh·ersal passion of 
our people for pence, we drew back in every way from the 
contest. 'Ve announced that we intended to be neutral and de­
sired peace. 'Ve were even chary in urging the ordinary rights 

. which belong to a neuh·al power. 'Ve were conclliatot·y in 
everything sa\e our desire for peace. We nppealecl to old his­
toric incidents to revive the memory of friendly dnys, and to 
old friendships tliat pre ent friendships might be prolonged. 
We did everything that a .self-respecting nation could do. 'Ve 
did more than any other nation of prestige and of power eYel: 
did do to remain out of the conflict nnd to signify to the 
worl<l our desire for peace. '\Ve even· put nside prupence-the 
ordinary prudence of a nation-an<l. as if in fear of creating 
the suspicion that we <lesire<l to enter the war, we refused to 
prepare e>en for defense. 

Now, sir, in the midst of peril and in the midst of the world's 
turmoil, we stand here unprepared and unequipped-the 
strongest assurance that tills people could give that we wanted 
to be at peace with the world. 

.I do not propose at this time, certainly tm<ler the peculiar 
conditions which surround us, to enter the field of speculative 
discussiorr and to inquire what ·might haYe been the re ult 
had a more decisive and more aggressive policy been pursued. 
I only know that the policy which has been pursued in its 
results has convinced me that whatever may be said us to the 
past the future demands a different course. 

'Ve must prepare both in policies and in purpose; we mnst 
announce to the world once and for all that the patriotism nnd 
the courage of the American people have not departed, but hnve 
simply been jn patience resting until the last ounce of pruclence 
should have been exhausted. 

Look about us for a moment, listen to the warning which 
comes to us from every qunrter as to what lies beyond in ·~nse 
we pursue this policy of indifference to our rights. 1\Iay I 
recur for a moment to the fact that more than 500 of our citi­
zens, men and women, have been assaulted, ra•nge<l, murdered, 
or assassinated within the very sight of the flag, within the 
call of the Stars and Stripes, and within hearing distance of 
our own border? 'Ve have submitted in patience. A few years 
ago we went to war with that same country for territory. 
Shall we no\v be charged with impatience if we serve notice 
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now, when our citizens have been slain, that when the challenge 
comes or the right is invaded the American Republic will pro-
·tect its own? · 

Our commerce has been destroyed; our ships have been driven 
from the ocean ; our people have been drowned or left to perish 
upon the midnight sea. What more could a people do to evi­
dence to the world their desire for peace than to do what this 
Nation has clone for the last fe-;v years? I repeat that, what­
ever may be said in justification of the course which has been 
pursued in the past, it must be evident to every mind that a 
different policy is not only essential to the protection of our 
people but is of itself the best guaranty of peace. 

Under the condition in which the world is moving to-day we 
can not hope for protection for ourselves unless first we give 
evidence of our intention to nrotect, and, secondly, our deter­
mination and our capacity to-protect. Indecision and timidity 
under these conditions are invitations to aggression, invitations 
to further loss of life. Therefore, M1·. President, believing, as 
I dO', that ·the first and primary obligation of government is to 
protect its own and to give absolute guaranty to those who 
owe it allegiance, I can not vote against a resolution which 
commits this· Government to no other proposition than warring 
against those who war against us, to using force against those 
who use force against us. Further than that this resolution 
does not go. 

l\Ir. President, there is one feature of this matter which I can 
not in candor pass over without a single word. This is not the 
time to discuss incidental questions or irrelevant questions; 
and yet some things have been said in connection with this 
situation, in the President's message and by Senators, which 
warrant me in the statement that in voting for this resolution 
it must be understood that I do not even tacitly indorse some of 
the propositions with reference to the manner in which this 
war is to be carried on. Those matters will reach us hereafter, 
at a later day of the Congress, and then it will be my privilege, 
absolutely ilisembarrassed by this vote; to deal with them as in 
my judgment I should. 

Suffice it to say now that there can, to my mino, be but one 
sufficient reason for committing this country to war, and that 
is the honor and security of our own people and our own Nation. 
I have no more right, because of my personal sympathy for 
other nations, to plunge my country into war than I would ha\e, 
out of malice toward some other power, to send them to slaugh­
ter. I hold fast and firmly to the doctrine that our own national 
security, our own national honor, the rights of our own people, 
and the lives of our own citizens are alone, when challenged 
·and assailed, sufficient to justify me in voting for a declaration 
of war. I join no crusade; I seek or accept no alliances ; I obli­
gate this Government to no other power. I make war alone for 
my countrymen and their rights, for my country and its honor. 

Mr. Presiden't, there is one class of people in the United States 
to whom my heart goes out in special sympathy to-night, and 
that is the great class· of citizens of German extraction scat­
tered throughout the United States. They will receive many a 
wound from ill-judged words during this unfortunate situation; 
and yet, in my judgment, 98 per cent of . those citizens born in 
Gerroany, or whose parents may have been born in Germany, 
will be perfectly loyal to this country during t11e entire conflict. 
I doubt them not at all; I trust them fully, along with all our 
people. 

It was natural, it was human, indeed it would have been in­
human in them had they not sympathized with the fatherlan<l 
during the contest between that country and other powers; but 
when the tocsin of war shall_ sound in this country and the 
President of the United States calls for assistance from the 
citizens of this country, in my judgment they will not only 
demonstrate their loyalty as citizens in civil life but in the most 
conclusive way in which it is within the power of man to demon­
strate his loyalty-upon the field of battle. Let us be very care­
fill not to challenge _the citizenship and the loyalty of those wllo 
have come here to make their homes, who regard -it as their 
country, and who have demonstrate(} their loyalty in the past 
upon our fields of battle, and w!ll do· so again. 

Some time ago I -read that won<lerfnl biography of Stonewall 
Jackson, writteo by a distingtiishe<l military critic -of England. 
Not only was Stonewall Jackson one · of the great men of thi's 
country, but the book to which I have referreo is one of the 
greatest biographies which has ever been penned of any Amer­
ican. In that volum'eTi·ead a·telegt'ain, sent -about thErtime that 
Stonewall Jacks-on was operating most effectively in the valleys 
of Virginia: It was ·supposed that he was in retreat. It after­
wards turned out that he was uot; but. at the tiiiie -when he 
was supposed to _b~ in retreat Geu. Shields _ sen~ thts tel~gram 
in substanc~- td the \Var Departruent: "S_tone~all _.Jas:k!lon -~s 
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in retreat, but 10,000 Germans hang onto his rear like blood­
hounds." They were not hirelings ; no shadow of disloyalty 
rests upon them and theirs; they were fighting an<l oying for 
the Union ; they were suffering anti sacrificing for the Republic; 
and you will find when this war shall have closed that the 10,000 
suspicions which have been thrown out against these p~ople 
were unfounded; that charges of disloyalty were unjust; and 
that they, having cast their fortunes with us, and oevoted to our 
Government, are willing with us to make every sacrifice for 
the Government and for their adopted country. 

We have at this time not only no division, in my judgment, 
among the great rank and file of our citizens. but fortunately 
we have no division in our country. There is no longer any 
North or South or Eal:lt or West, but one united country. meet­
ing, as we fully understano, a perilous and tremenoous situa­
tion. We enter this war, therefore, not disunite(}, not dis­
cordant, but as men who believe that their rights have been 
invaded, their prinleges assailed, their Government attacked, 
and who are willing to meet the situation, not as they ha\e 
made it, but as others have made it for them. 

l\lr. President, we will not vie with one another here as to our 
individual horror of war. I think I share with my colleagues 
in the contemplation of all that war may mean to the American 
people. We must not underestimate the strength . of those 
against whom we are to wage battle-the most thoroughly 
united, the most efficient, and the most powerful unit among the 
nations of the earth to-day. Do not underestimate their 
strength. Nevertheless, here are a hundred million people united 
in spirit and in purpose, determined to enter the struggle, not for 
territory or for power but for their rights and their honor, 
without which we as a Nation must perish. All factions, all 
sectionalism, all difference of opinion, yen, for the time being, 
all partisanship will have been burned and purged away, anti we 
will have established once and for all as a security for our chil­
dren and our children's children that there comes a time when 
even the American people, with all their love of peace, will take 
up the gauntlet of war. · 

Mr. HARDING. l\fr. President, I am conscious of the im­
patience of the Senate to reach a vote on the pending joint reso­
lution, and I do not find myself impelled to enter into any ex­
tended discussion of the matter pending; but I do realize the 
gravity of the moment, and I want to say for myself at least a 
few things that will help to avoid a wrong impression coming 
from the action to be taken by this body. 

I want those whom I am seeking to represent in this body 
to understand that I am not voting for war in response to the 
alleged hysteria of a subsidized or English-owned pre s. I want 
to take this opportunity of resenting the charge that the press 
of the United States is either owned or subsidized by any foreign 
power. I do not hesitate to say that I think the American pres_s 
is the best safeguard we have to the American spirit, nnd the 
best advocate we have of our American liberties. 

I want it known also that I am not voting for war in response 
to the campaign of the munition makers, for - there has been 
none. 

I want especially to say, Mr. President, that I am not voting 
for war in the name of deii?-ocracy. I want to emphasize that 
fact for a moment, because much has been said upon that sub­
ject on this floor. It is my deliberate judgment that it is none 
of our business what type of government any nation on this 
earth may · choose to have; and one can not be entirely just 
unless he makes the admission in this trying hour that the 
German people evidently are pretty well satisfied with their 
Government, because I could not ask a better thing for this 
popular Government of the United States of America than the 
same loyal devotion on the part of every American that the 
German gives to his Government. · 

I am not unmindful, Senators, that the great Julius ClEsar 
fought the battles of the Roman Republic, and his assassins 
saw him bequeath an empire to Augustus. I am not unmin(lful 
that the great Bonaparte fought his battles in the name of the 
first French Republic, and his ambition left an empire that faoed: 
at St. Helena. It does not matter so much, Senators, what the 
form of government may be if the people existing under that 
government ar~ content therewith. More depends on the human 
agency that administers the government; and i.t is my oeliber_ate 
judgment to-night that it is up to us to oemonstrate the per­
manency of a republic qefore we enter upon a world-w"i<le war 
to establish democracy. We may well leave that to the other 
nations concerned. - . . . . . 

I want it known to_ the p¢ople of my State and to the Nation 
that I am voting for war to-night for the maintenance of just 
American rights, which is the first essential to the preservation 
,of the soul of this Republic. - Why, Senators,- pei·haps it Jilas 
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been an obsession ·with me, b:nt in watching the ·trend of events r 
·sinc-e the outbreak of ·the ·European war ·ann the endeavor ·to 
'influence pqpular ·sentiment in this Republic I -reached ·a stage 
·where I doubted if ·we had that ·unanimity of sentiment which 
is necessary for the ,preservation of this free ·Government. 
We ha<l reached ·a stage where seemingly we were ·without a 
soul. Somehow or other we had ·deadened the ·fires under the 
American melting pot, and it looked as though we were a di­
vkled people. ·On the floor of this Senate, where above all else 
've ought to preach American unity and the maintenance of 
American rights, l have heard doctrines preached which indl· 
cated di\isions and selfish interests, which suggested -that the e 
United States of America, instead of going on to the fulfillment 
of 1J1e svlendid destiny that the fathers must have had in mind, 
were IJecoming a were collocation of States rather .Preferring 
to llve in ease and comfort and selfish attainments than to 
lmow the spirit that becomes this boasted, popular Government. 

Ancl so, Mr. President, to-night, in the grave situation that 1 
iull 'rell •realize, with ·the understanding of every responsibility 

. that goes with the vote, I vote ·for this joint Tesolution to make 
war-not a war thrust upon us, if I could choose "the language 
of th3 resolution, but a war declared in response to affronts; a 
war that will at least put a soul into our American life; a war 
_not for the cause of the allies of Europe; a war not for France, 
benutiful as the sentiment may be in reviving at least our grati­
tude to the French people; ·not precisely a war for civilization, 
worthy an<l in piring as that would be; but a war -that speaks 
for the majesty of a people popularly governed, who finally are 
brought to the crucial test where they are resolved to get to­
gether and wage a confiiet for ·the maintenance of their rights 
an<l the preservation of -the covenant inherited from the "fathers. 

Wl1y, 1\lr. President, not so very long ago, in the mail which 
comes to me as it does to every Member of this body, a constituent 
wrote me asking: " W.hy seek to preserve American rights? 
There is no distinctly American nationality," said he. "We are 
a mixture or a blend or an aggregation of all the peoples of the 
world, and we have been surrendering our rights, notably in 
lUexico. Why insist upon them now? " I said to him, as I say 
to the Senate now: " The momentary suspension of American 
right , or the temporary toleration of an attack on American 
rights, does not mean "iheir surrender." I said to him further: 
" If there is no one who is distinctly American, then, in the name 
of the Republic, it is ·time that we find one." I hope that out of 
this great tumult o+ the world, and our part therein, there will 
spring from Columbia's loins the real American, believing ln 
popular government, and willing to suffer and sacrifice, if need 
be, to maintain the rights of that government and the people 
thereunder. I believe that this is the great essential to the per­
petuity of the American Republic-the maintenance of rights in 
confidence, absolutely -without selfish interest. 

We have given to the world the spectacle of a gJ.;eat nation : 
that could make war without selfish intent. We unsheathed the 
.sword some 18 years a.go, for the first time in the history of 1:he 
world, in the name of humanity, and we gave proof to the 
world at that time of an unselfish nation. Now, whether it j.:; 
fate or fortune or the travail of des.tiny, it has come to us to 
nn heathe the sword again, not alone for humanity's sake-­
tlwugh that splendid inspiration will be involved-but to un­
sheathe the sword against a great power in ·the maintenance . 
of the rights of the :Republic, in that maintenance which will 
gi"e to us a Ii.ew guaranty of nationality. That is the great 

·thing, and I want it known, Mr. President and .Senators, that 
this is the impelling thought with me for one when I cast my 
vote. 

I have been told, and the Senator from \Visconsin [Mr. L.A 
l!'OLLETTE], WhO StOOd here to-day, gave US .the warning, that 
we were taking up a perilous cause. He made the argument 
that the nation which was willing to follow 'the submarine war­
·fare could probably assert itself against the combined powers 
of the globe. Mr. President, not since the world began, nut 
since civilization wrote its .first page in history, has it been 
given to any one nation to dominate the earth. World domiua­
rtion is not of man. That is of God, the Creator. 'It has be­
come the fortune of this Republic to cry "Halt ! " to a mad­
dened power casting aside the obligations of Civilization and 
the limitation" of that which we look upon as highest hu­
manity. I know that the task will be undertaken by .the Ameri­
can people not originally committed to the cause of war, but a 
people who will under tand th11t when the Congress speaks after 
due deliberation, after the patience which this body and this 
Government have exercised, the voice of the United States 
Congress is the voice of the Nation, and one hundred millions of 
people will commit them elve to the great cause of the mainte­
nance of just American rights-a thing for which the Nation 
can well afford to fight, and while fighting for it put a new soul 

into a race of American peoj)le who can enthusiastically call 
themselves truly and spiritually and abidingly an American · 
·people. · · 
· 'M.r. :SMOOT. Mr. President, I .rise to make this .simple :but 
earnest appeal = 

God bless and approve the action to be taken by the Senate 
-thi~ day. Oh, Father, .Preserve our Government and hasten the 
day when 'liberty will be enjoyed by all the peoples of the earth. 

Mr. GRONNA. Mr. President, 1 have already, in the briefest 
J>OS~ble 'time, expres ed my views. I do not de ire to delay the 
Senate further; ·but I have a number of telegrams from some 
of my constituents upon this momentous question, and I ask 
unanimous consent to have them printed in the REcoRD. 

-rrhe VICE PRESIDE1\TT. Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The telegrams are as follows : 

ST. LOUIS, Mo., April ~. ~11. 
Hon. A. .J'. GRONNA, 

1J11ited States Senatot· (1·om North Dalrota, Washington, D. ·a.: 
Unless an embargo is promptly placed on gcain and foodstuffs, it Js 

more than likely there will be riots in nearly e-very large city. 
JOHN II. BLESSING . 

TROY, IDAHO; April 2, ~11, 
Hon . .A. J. GRONNA, 

·United fltates Senate, Washi'llgton, D. 0.: 
Fully 80 per -cent here appro-ve your stand against war. 

J. W. SCHLOESSER, 
T1·o_y News. 

PORTLAND, OREG., Ma1·ch 80, 11117. 
Hon . .A. J . GRONNA, 

United States Senate, Washington, D. 0.: 
The plain people want you to continue as their champion and work 

for peace. Only the munition makers and tho e who are willing 1:o 
sacrifice this country to assist a foreign power want war. ..Approve 
your ·fight against changing this Nation from a democracy to an 
autocracy. 

EDW. KENYON. 
P. J. SAJUMO~. 

Nmv YORK, N.Y., March 30, 1911. 
Hon . .ASLE J. GRONNA, 

Senator from No1-th Dakota, Washi1zgton, D. 0.: 
You were right in insisting on Congress retaining contr-"1 over peace 

or war. More than anything else, this is the people's right. Any deci­
sion other than by a referendum will not portray the people's wish, 
but that of powerful and interested individuals or groups. 

El. E. POTTB'ERG. 

JASPER, 1\IIN~ .• March 31, 11111.. 
-united States Senator .A. J. GRONNA, 

Washington, D. 0. 
.HONORABLE SENATOR: We admire tbe efforts and stand you have 

taken in trying to keep the United States out of war. 
D. Anderson, Ill. J. A.slesen, E. J. Jobn an, C. Holvig, Otto 

G. Friedrichs H. V. Zender, Rev. H . .Amend, Rev. J. D. 
-Bwalestuen, Steven Jaccbs, J. M. Johnson, Ed . Devos, 
F. W. Bock James ·WJlliams, H. J. Han en, ,John 
Schlaphokl, G. Frederich, Carl Kroll, Walter Jnrgense, 
Tosten Polien, Henry Solsaa, .o. H. Flatberg, J. K. P. 
Studt, A. 0. Hogen, W • .P. Lee. 

Ron. A. J'. GnONNA, 
Washington, D. 0.: 

GACKLE, N. D.tK., March 31, 19.17. 

1 have mailed you to-day a peace petition, protesting against war, 
signed by 75 citizens of the village of Gackle and vicinity. 

J. H. MEYERS. 

GREAT BEND, N. DAK., Ma1·oh 31, 1111'1. 
Senator A. J . •GRONNA, 

Washington, D. 0.: 
In meeting . assembled we unanimously expressed tbe opinion that 

·there is no sufficient ·~ause for war, and we therefore earnestly aQpeal 
to you to do your utmost to preser-ve peace. We also protest that our 
Government give any of the belligerents financial or any other aid. 

LUTHERAN YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIE'.l'Y. 

Senator A. J. GRONNA, 
Washington, D. 0.: 

WAHPETON, N. DAK., Ma1·cl• 31, 191'1. 

Keep us out of war. . 
'E. Anderson, Thomas Dundon, Gordon Bader, .Anton Stukel, 

Olaf Olson, Herbert Youngquist, M.ark Peschel, ·JJ'ran.k 
Simmer, Joseph Friederichs. 

NEW YoRK, N. Y., March 91, 1911. 
Ron . .AsLE J. GRONNA 

Senate Ohamber, Washington, D. 0.: 
Please continue to the very last your patriotic endeavors to keep us 

out -of war. Le. us avoid entangling alliances. The time may yet come 
when we can act as peacemakers for a war-ridden world. 

S. G. ROSENBAUM, 

DEYILS LAKE, N. DAK., April 1, 1!J11. 
Hon . .A. J. GRONNA, 

The St. Regis, Washington, D. 0 . : 
The women voters of North Dakota beseech you to do yow· utmost 

to keep us out of war. 
Mrs. E. 0. GREE 'LEAF 

T1·easm·er Red Gross Hospital Aid, Devils 1ake. 
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Senator GRONNA, 
Washington, D. C.: 

ARENA, N. DAK., March 31, 1911. 

Seventy-six citizens ask you to keep us out of war. 
on yonr stand. 

Congratulations 

Senator GRONNA, 
Washington, D. C.: 

Rev. AUG. ROEVER. 

RICHMO~'D, VA., April 1, 1911. 

If every honest man would fight the good fight as you have done and 
as you will do this country would be- saved from a perfectly unneces­
sary and cruelly unfair war against a country which is already fighting 
nearly the whole world. 

llon. A. J. GRONNA, 
Senate, Washington, D. 0.: 

CLARA and CLARE BENEDICT, 
Jefferson Hotel. 

STERLING, N. DAK., April 1, 1911. 

We the undersigned emphatically protest against declaration of war 
without referendum except in case of invasion, against any measure· 
abrogating the right of free speech and a free press, and against any 
conscription or compulsory military training bill. Prussianism has no 
place in a democracy. 

S. H. E. Wildfang, D. C. Poindexter, P. Randoni R. K. 
Random, .J. H. Smith, R. E. Sherman, M. Bea , H. E. 
Edgely, M. Hanson, Geo. Manly, Geo. Olson, Vernon 
Rfce, A. E. Olson, Max Lang, Paul Lang, Emil Lang, 
J. L. Loomis 1". E. Rice, Wm. P. Langley, Chas. 
Swanson, P. 'Neiman.- M. Bensemiller, P. Youngeren, 
C. H. Lindquist. 

Hon. ASLE J. Gno 'NA, 
TVashington, D. C.: 

JAMESTOWN, N. DAK., .Apr-il 2, 1911. 

Reso1ution adopted unaniml'usly by St. Johns Lutheran congregation 
April 1. We urge you in the name of God and Christianity and in 
the interests of humanity to do all in your power and use all honorable 
means at your disposal to keep our Nation out of war. 

· A. B. WILHELM, President. 

Ron. A. J. GnONNA, 
Washi11gton, D. a.: 

Keep us out of war. 

E. C. HEss, Secretary, 

WAHPETON, N. DAK., .Apt·iZ 2, 1911. 

Math . Kraker, Henry Reigh, Peter A. Pc!1chel, William 
Sandera, Thomas A. Fischer, Theodore Lamusga, John 
Ambrosich, Anton E. McMichael, Herbert Hodel, Peter 
Diederich, Jake Steffens. Herman C. Rieke, Nick 
Rischard, Frank Tryba, Wm. Junge, John Junge, jr., 
John Junge, A. H. Miller. 

BROOKLYN, N. Y., .April 2, 1911. 
Ron. A. J. GnoNNA, . 

Senator front North Dakota, 
Senate Chamber, Washington, D. 0.: 

People back you for peace. Beat Wall Street. 
. GEO. SHUTTINGER, 

Ero-Oaptain, Union (}uard, Brool•lyn. 

BURLEIGH, N. DAK., Ap1·iZ 1, 1911. 
lion. A. J. GRONNA, 

United States Senate, Washington,,D. 0.: 
We strongly urge thnt Congress, before declaring war with any 

nation, submit the question of war to a referendum of the people of 
the United States, who will have to do fighting and bear the burdens. 
We also emphatically protest against the enactment of conscription or 
compulsory military training or any form of involuntary service. The 
spy b111 and the censorship bill as advocated in their present form we 
believe are iniquitous and protest against their passage. In case of 
actual invasion, referendum on war not to be applicable. 

S. C. W. Chirk~ Walter Dietzman, S. C. Baumberg, C. E. 
Crain, H. ulum, Wm. Baker, G. N. Varnum, A. Sher­
man, 0. H. Bolson, A. H. Klippstein, F. W. Nelson, 
J. W. Kendall, R. A. Johnson, Louls .Olson, R. Allinson, 
C. J. Roberts, 0. C. Kendall, Paul Eddie, Abe Huggins, 
Glen H. Baker, L. E. Nortin, L. J. Agnew, Theo. 
Warner, C. D. King, J. IT. Salter, Chris De~root, John 
Olson, S. V. Wilson, A. V. Fisher, Joe Wilken, Park 
Wood, D. A. Olson, M. Sherman. 

non. AsLE ;r, GRONNA, 
MOUNT CLEliENS, MICH., April 1J 1911. 

Senate Chamber, Was1lington, D. C.: 
The welfare of our country demands that we use every effort to pre­

nnt the fiower of our Nation from spilling its life blood on the Euro­
pean battle fields. Let us keep cool. The people of Europe and of 
thls country want peace. 'l'he Europeans .:!an not have peace, because 
they have gone insane. We have peace. Let us retaip it and remain 
sane. 

Senator GnoNNA, 
Washington, D. 0.: 

W. KNAUTH, 

GRAXD FORKS, N. DAK., .April 2, 1917. 

As citizens of the United State~. I and my people protest most em­
phatically against any action that may bring this country into the 
present European war. Do all you can to prevent it. 

J. M. PERSENUIS, ' 
Pastor Swedish Lutheran Church. 

Hon. A. J. GRONNA, 
Washington, D. 0.: 

MANDAN, N. DAK., April 2, 1917. 

Please vote against any measure leadin., to war .with Germany. 

Senator .A. J. GnoNNA, 
Washington, D. 0.: 

THBI LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
By Rev. C. J. FYLLING, Pastor. 

PARK RIVER, N.DAK., Ap1·iZ 1, 1911. 

Golden Valley Lutheran Church, 52 voting members, hereby protest 
against any act of war with the belligerent nations. 

Senator A. J. GnONNA, 
Washington, D. a.: 

JOHN A. BJERKE, Pastor. 

DICKINSON, N.DAK., AP1"il 1!, 1917. 

Hope that you use all your endeavors to keep this country out _of war. 
Let the European Lations fight their own battles. 

THOMAS MIKLA UTSCH. 

United States Senator GnONNA, 
Washington, D. 0.: 

ATLANTA, GA., .Apt'iZ 2, 1917. 

Wish to express my appreciation of your stand against war as out­
lined in associated press dispatches published in the morning papers. 

JOHN J. EAGAN. 

A. ;r, GRONNA, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA., ~PJ"il 2, 1917. 

United States Senate, Washington, D. C.: 
Congratulations on splendid statement against war. Please continue 

this patriotic attitude. 

Bon. ASLE J. GRONNA, 
Washington, D. 0.: 

CONSTANCE DREXEL. 

NEW YonK, N. Y., .Ap1·iZ 2, 1917. 

We heartily indorse Pinchot plan as safe, sane, loyal, just method 
of distributinl!' bt~r<lens and costs of war. In behalf of patriotic 
Christian American!' in all sections, who are loyal to the Govprnment, 
the Christian Herald appeals to you in this crisis to stand fast for 
this high ideal.. 

THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 

A. J. GRONNA, Washington, D. 0.: 
EDGELEY, N. DAK., April 1!, 1911. 

We, the Lutherans of Edgeley, 250 souls, 
tion of war or any action leading to war. 
by our Government to any foreign powers. 

protest a~ainst a declara­
Also agarnst a war loan 

Senator AsLE ;r, GRONNA_, 
Washington, D. 0.: 

H. 
H. 

ZIMMERMAN. 
E. VOMHOF, Sect·etary. 

INDIANAPOLIS, I 'D., .April 2, 191"1. 

I want to assure you from my observation I am convinced the ma­
jority of the people are against war. Vote to keep us out of war. 

ARTHUR BOH!{. 

NORTHWOOD, N. DAK., .Apr·iZ 2, 1917. 
A. J. GnONNA, Washington, D. a.: 

Avert war by all means. We believe it unjustified and unnecessary 
for preservation of national honor. American people do not desire it 
nor consider provocationp, sufficient to warrant United States in en­
gaging in war. We, the undersigned, earnestly pray you avoid this 
war if possible. 

Hon. A. J. GnONNA, 
Washington. D. 0.: 

D. L. CAMPBELL. 
E. E. '!.'HULIN. 
M. c. STAND. 
T. E. TUFTE. 
B. A. JOHNSON. 
GUSTAF FROU~ERK. 

WAHPETON, N. D~., .April 3, 1911. 

Members of St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richland 
County, N. Dak., wish to congt·atulate you on the patriotic stand you 
ha·ve recently taken to overthrow the plans of the war howlers. We 
implore you to do all in your power to avert the crisis which con­
fronts our Nation. We are for pe~ce. 

Hon. A. J. GnoNNA, 
Washington, D. a.: 

E. MEinE, 

WII.LISTON, N. DAK., Apl'iZ f!, 1917, 

Resolutions in protest of the United States entering the war in armed 
hostility, signed by citizens of Williston, are being forwarded you on 
to-night's mail. 

L. N. SHELDON. 

Hon. A. J. GnONNA, 
, Washington, D. C.: 

FARGO, N. DAK., March St, 1917. 

The people ·of North Dalwta are patriotic and loyal to the National 
Government, yet they favor armed neutrality rather than war, and pray 
that all honorabie mf'ans may be used to avoid further trouble. 

LYNN ;r, FRAZIER, Governor. 
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Bon: A. J. GnoNNA, 
Washington, D. 0.: 

NEWBURG, N. DAK., ApriZ S, 1911. 

We, the undersigned votel"s of Newburg and vicinity, do hereby in­
dor e Senator GnoNNA'S stand in the last Congress in regard to the 
war question. 

MICHAEL EGAN, 
GEORGE HASTINGS, 
HENRY BACH, 

Committee Represetlting 90 per cent of tile Voterd. _ 

Senator GRONNA, 
Washington, D. C'.: 

GRA~D FORKS, N. DAK., April g, 1911 

Lntheran pastot· conference of Grand Forks humbly and earnestly 
p~tition your bonoral>le body in behalf of church, State, home, and pos­
terity that Con~res takes no action which will appear as declaration 
of war, but mamtain neutrality. rather suffering injustice than doing 
injustice. Please communicate this to the Senate. 

N. J : LOHUE. 
l\1r. JAl\IES. 1\fr. President, I desire to make a like request 

to have printed in the RECORD certain telegrams, one from the 
Newark, N. J., annual convention of the Methodist Episcopal 
Chm·cl1. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Without objection, it is so ordere<l. 
The telegrams are as follows ; 

WOODROW WILSON, 
NEWARK, N. J., April S, 1917. 

P1·esident of th e United States, Washington, D. C.: 
The Newm·K: annual conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 

composing 300 churches antl 60,000 members, passed the following: 
The committee on the state of the country recommend the following 
as our declaration of princiPles at this critical hour: The wa1: which 
has deluged the world with blood bas been marked by atrocities and 
violations of international law which we fondly hoped our race bad 
long since outgrown. In our splendid isolation the United States 
had ministered to the sufferers under all belligerent flags, and confi­
dently hoped to be kept out of the conflict. We desired as a ' ration to 
be a ministering angel to the suffering and a just and kindly arbiter 
when the bruised and bleeding nations bould be willing to make peace. 
With a patience unexampled among strong nations we have submitted 
to count! s acts of inju ·tice and cruelty. We have remonstrated. we 
have petitioned, we have mildly threatened, while those who have 
enjoyed the hospitality of our shores have plotted to destroy our cities, 
mas acre our citizens, dismember our country, and make our defense 
impo sible. Though suff ring these atrocities we have devoutly prayed 
that if it were pos ible this cup of war might pass from us. But we 
have onlr prayed against and reasoned with a power obsessed by a 
sense of Its own importance and made frantic by its fearful extremity. 
The days of parley are past. The time bas come when we must not 
count too carefully, either in gold or even in bloocl. the tlebt we owe 
to democracy and to the people of the earth. The hour or action 
strikes. There i. no longer any middle ground; it i swallowed up in 
seas of blood. Henceforth every man is either a patriot or a traitor, 
a hero or a coward. Even the patient Christ, whose ambassadors we 
are, in time of extremity, when pacific measures bad failed. said, " He 
that bath no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one." In such 
an hour of national crisis. with malice toward none, with charity for 
all. We call upon the Pre ident and Congress, t he Army and Navy, the 
men and women of our land, to unite in a great and holy movement to 
protect om· country from barbarous invasion. and to safeguard American 
men, women, and children in all land anrl on all seas. We do not enter 
lightly into this conflict. Some of our cities may be devastated by an 
enemy deaf to the behests of humanity and international law. Thou­
sands of our be t young men may lay tlown their lives for our altar 
and our fires, but tbP. issue is not in doubt. Trusting in a righteo'JS 
God, and pealdng for tho e we represent, like our fathers of oltl, "We 
mutually pledge to each other our live , our fortune , and our sacred 
honor_" 

R-::so Zved, That inasmuch as our national tlag is the sacred symbol 
of libertv ::m<l ju tice. we r ecommend that it be displayed in and 
upon our· churches and in our homes and place of bu ine . · 

W. E. PALMER. 
W. C. SKODGRASS. 

· W. V. MALLABE:-<. 
FREDERICK BLOOll. 

See~·etary, Woodbury, N. J. 

To the PRESIDIJlN1', 
Executi'IJ6 Mansion, Washi11gton, D. C.: 

I ha e bct>n f!ooued with requests to telegraph you and Represent­
atives protesting against declaration of war. For fear silence might 
be taken as acquie eeoc ; in such protests, I telegraph my earnest re­
que t that you and Congress declare the fact that war ex! ts and make 
a.deqnate preparation for protection from dangers without and within. 
Believe we should immediately jom with allies in their fight for 
freetlom from Pru sian militarism. Want thi country to aid de­
mocracies of Russia, France, and Ea~land and help to restore Belgium 
not by money alone out by moral spiritual, and physical aid. Believe 
every man owes same obligation of military service as obligation to 
pay money to support Government by payment of taxes. Overwhelm­
ing sentiment of people of this section indorses these views. 

DESHA BRECKE RIDGE, 
Editor Lewington Herald. 

Mr. SHEPPARD. 1\Ir. President, I make a similar request 
to have printed in the RECORD a number of telegrams. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The telegrams are as follows : · 

BLOOlllNGTON, I:l\~ .• AprilS, 1911. 
:MORRIS SHEPPARD, 

Sovereign Banker, Washington, D. C.: 
Be it resolved, That the Woodmen of the World of the State of In­

diana, in bea~l camp assembled at Bloomington, Ind., being composed 
of men ot the bloocl of all of the warring nations of Europe yet now 
being of one common blood, and tb~t blood American, do hereby pledge 

their enf:!.re and undivided support and loyalty to our country ru:td to 
our President, Woodrow Wilson, in every action which he may take 
to uphold the honor of the United States. 

Loms· 0EHWU.N.-, Head Olm·T-.. 

Senator MORRIS SHEPPARD, 
. Washi11gton, D. C.: 

BEAUMO~T. TEX., April 3, 1911. 

.:At a regular meeting ot Beaumont Lodge, Benevolent and Protective 
Order ot Elks, No. 311, the following resolution was unanimously 
passed: 

"Be it resolt·ea, That in this critical hour we pledge ourselves anew 
to loyal service to our country •. 

HILTON J. DEUTH&R, 
Ea;alted Ruler. , 

SAM H. SOLI!'iSKY, 
Secretat·y. 

EL PASO, TEX., April 4, 191i. 
Senator MORRIS SHEPPARD, 

United States Senate, Washington, D. C.: 
We, the employees o.l' Wilson & Co., El Paso, Tex., 25 in number, 

stand squarely behind our Pre idcnt in demanding re pect for our 
tlag, both on land aud sea, and we believe in universal compulsory 
military training, and we urge you to u e all the power of yow.· high 
office in passing a bill embodying this principle. 

THE EMPLOYEES OF WILSO~ & CO. 

FORT WORTH, TEX., ApriZ 3, 1911. 
Senator Monnrs SrrEPPARD, 

Washington, D. C.: 
At a meeting . of the Fort Worth Lodge, Benevolent and Protective 

Order of Elks. to-night, the following .resolutions were adopted : 
"Whereas loyalty to the flag is a fun<lamental t est of Elkdom, and 

to the true Elk it is a cardinal duty to protect the national emblem 
from insult and desecration ; and ' 

"Whereas it is moreover the prime duty of every American to give 
unswerving allegiance to the Government of the United States at 
all times ; and 

" Whereas the national colors have been subjected to in ult by an allen 
enemy who at this moment is contlucting an inhuman and ruthless 
warfare upon our country ; and · 

"Whereas President WiLson has called upon Congress to declare that 
a state of war exi. ts between this Nation and Germany, and to 
authorize him, as Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy. to 
use all and every me-ans to carry forward a war against Germany 
to a successful conclusion : Therefore be it · 

"Resolved, That we, Fort Worth Lodge, No. 124, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, indorse unqualifieuly the President's patriotic 
decision.; that we express our ab olute confidence-that Congress wlll 
act speedily and with comprehensive thorougbne , not only in fo r­
mally accepting the rOle of belliger nt, in the name of the Nation, 
but in proVJdin.,. every and a!1 means nece ary to prosecute the war 
with vigor; that we go on reeord in favor of univer al military train­
ing as a necessary and democratic mean of putting the Nation into a 
condition of adequate preparedness; an!l that we pledge to the l'resi· 
dent our undivi<led and individual support in this crisis, and express 
om· unswerving fealty to the principles of freedom enunciated by him 
in his address to Congress, to the end that the honor of our Nation be 
vindicated and American ideals uphel<l." 

GEORGE A. KLIXK. 
E:calted Ruler. 

R. D. BUNTER, 
Secreta1·y. 

Mr. l\IcCUl\IBER. l\lr. President, I shall not ask for a roll 
call upon the amendment which I have offered. I imply de­
sire to say that if the j oint resolution reported by the Com­
mittee on Foreign Relation should pass both Houses of Con­
gress to-<.Tay we would b in war to-morrow, e\en though Ger­
many to-morrow should say that she woulu cease her pre ent 
method of warfare against American ships and again t Amer­
ican li-ves. If the joint resolution which I lun·e offet·eu as a 
substitute should become the law in tea<.l and Germauy should 
declare to-morrow that she. would immediately ceo. e her pres­
ent methods of warfare, or would cease t.llem against the 
United States, there woura be no war. 

That is the onJy differE>nce between the two propositions, nnd 
I am ready for a vote upon the matter. As the substitute has 
alread.v bePn read. 1\lr. President. it will not be necessary to 
read it again. 

Mr. W .A.RREN. Mr. :?resident, I send to the desk for the 
RECORD, and not for reading, a telegram just received from 
the Society of Sons of the American Revolution of the State 
of Wyoming. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Without objection, the telegram 
will be printed in the RECORD. 

The telegram is as follows: 

Hon. FRA CTS E. WATIUE~, 
CHEYE!'INE, Wl"o., April ~ .. 1911. 

United States Senate, Washtngton, D. 0.: 
Resolutions of the Wyoming State Society of the Sons of the american 

Revolution. 
Whereas the notorious brutality, terrorism, and murder performed upon 

the high seas at the behest of the German Imperial Government 
against An::eril!an property and American men, women, and children 
in contravt:Dtion of treaty rights and' intE-rnational law having bt>en 
brought to c-u.r knowledge through the public pre s, and OUl" Presitlent 
having taken a strong stand for national defense and asked Congress 
for a decla.ratlon of a state of wu: Be it 
Resot,;ed, That the Wyoming State Society of the Sons of the Ameri­

can Revolution i.n convention assembled with emphasis and un~nimity 
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indorses the act.c; of President Wil.sun in thl~ crt ·s.,- llr,ges ·Cnn-gr.ess to 
give united sup-port to the <executive d(lpaxtment m -earr~g <001 itbe 
war, :and ithact oRr Go:vernment -shall strike with all the •energy fWd 
power .at its oommalld ln (}rdt>r :t!bat h,ostiHties f!.h:ali be ibr-Gnghlt !00 ifL 
speedy :termination and ··that Americ:rn Tights, property, lives, and honor 
shall be preserved upon the -seas, th~ legitimate highways of the na- · 
tions, and in .every land throughout the ·earth; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be wired to Senator FRANCIS · 
E. W.ARR.EN, a mem:ber of this .societY, fur presentation i:o CDILgr.e.ss, the ' 
Wyoming delegation therein, .and :the President. 

Ron. ATLEE POMERENE, 
DAYTON, OHIO_, April 3, 1917. 

Ut~ited States Be-nate, Wcultingtoaz, D. C.~· 

We .have the :h'Oll.or tto .submit to _you for :f.ow· eons.ideration tile fol­
lo-wing resolution ;adopted by the citizen of Dayton .on Apri:l 2, · as­
-sembled together in the largest .and most e:n:thusiastic meet:IDg ev.er held 
.iu .am- cit!f : 
~ Wher-eas :the Nation is on the verge -of war ; :and 

.MaunOCE G.Bosn.oN, Pt·csid.ent. 
W. E. CHAPLAIN~ 
W. B. D. GRAY, 
.J. II. WALTON, 

"" ~ereas tlae sa.cr~ .rights :of -our liber'ty-lovi:ng citizenshlp, gunr:m_teed 
to us :ay treaties 'Und int:ei:nati:onal l-a:w, have been shamefully dis­
a.~ded -on :bind and sea- and 

, •• W.h~s :A.meriean li-v-e haW"e <l#een ruthl~y sacrificed and plots 
-tliselosoo that tl:tteaten .Qur ruLtiona'l exis-tence ; and 

•• Whereas the Congres is how assemb1ed in solemn .session to ·con-Oommi:ttee. 

i\k POMERENE. Mr. P~·esi.dent, .I ib.a'"e a nmnber ·of it-esuln­
tions adopted by citizens of several .cities in Ohio. "I ,ask tlrat · 
they be incorp-orated _in the RECORD witho-ut reading. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Without '@bjee.ti<m, i:.bat wiU be ; 
done. ·The Chair hears rro ~bjroti:tm. 

The resolutions are as foTiows ~ 

Senator .A.:rLEE l'OMEREsE. 

-()HIO SOCIETY OF S.E:W YORK, 
.NJ..-w Irum. 

TVaBhington, D. C.~· 

At the .regular meetillg of the <Jhio Sodety of New 'York, 'held i.n its 
rooms ill the Waldorf-Astoria· on the evening of Ma:rch 1.2. 1.:917 the . 
j'ollowillg preambles and re olutions were unanimously adopted : ' 
'Wherea-s after exhausting the res01rrces >Of -di'plomacy in ·an eff-ort to · 

avert war, the President of the United Stat-es bas ;n:aw taken th-e · 
only course consistent wi:th national self-respect; .and 

!' Whereas whatever bone t doubt exists respectillg the cause of war ; 
in Europe, the awful Tesponsib-ility for extendi:ng wa-r to 'this , 
.hemisphere JlOW xests upon Germany and upon Germany aio.ne.: 

"Resolv ad. T.hat the ·act of the Executive ln sev-ering ·dip;l&matic .trela- , 
tions wlth Germany is one to be approved and commended by all who 
have the best interests of the United States at heart; · ~ 

"That the German declara:tion of January 31~ 1917, represents an ! 
unjustified and unjustifiable :attempt to destroy the freedo.m of the 
Rea a.nd to abridge the commercial Uberty -guaranteed to us b_y estab­
li hed law .and c.ustom ; and that lf the Gu:v&nment <Of the United States 
were to acquiesce therein such action would be resented by all .gootl 
'Citizens .as ineonSlstent with the spirit and .traditions ·of :a free people; 

sider w~ the Pr Jdent tbe coursE> our -country 1~ to follow in this 
grea-t; crisis: Therefore-w-e, the citiEens cf 'Dayton, Ohio, in mas13 
meetmg assembled. ' With malice towaxd none, with eharity for 
~. but with !.limmess .in the ll'i_ght' dl> h-ereby 

"Resolve-
" First. That we approve the :action of our President in severing 

diplomatic !r.elatio.ns with the German Government for the ruthless 
destructi-on 'Of American lives and property' and for the shameful p:lots 
th.at th1·eaten our national existence. 

.. .se.c~nd. That we .as 1ofal Americans, krespectively of the cou-ntry 
nt ~ _birtb tOr .of .ou.r former ane.,.:i.anee, and irrespective of 'Our politi:cal 
atfiliatiens, 'hold the enemies of -our aountry to .be -our enemies and the 
n~ .of 'O<u.r -eotm.try to .beth~ onJ:y fla;g that ean claim ~m· allegiance. 

Thi.rd. That the entire resources of our city, even to the last dr-ep 
o:f our .blood and the last penny of ')Ur wealth, we hereby pJedge w 
the ~:port -oi any . actio.n the President Ana the ·Congress 'Shalt take 
to Yi:llihca.te the national .honor. pretect tlle ·:s.acretl rights of Americans. 
.and preserve for us anil the world the great blessings of demoera.cy. 

• Fourth. That we tlo .not . ee'k ·war. 'bnt if war must -eome to preserve 
to ·us and to ouT :posterity the e sac-red rlgb.ts and 'blessings., we fa vot> 
~that .all neeessa:ry steps ·be taken t.o .enlarge, strengthen~ .and equip 
,o~ .Arm.J: :and Navy fur the :present .:md -th~ !future ·to the highest pos­
:sJ.ble efficiency a:nu to c011duct war with all the power of tbe Nation. 

"Fifth.. ·That the chairman of this meeting appoint a committee to 
present these resolutions to the .President. to the CongJ:ess, and to our 
Rep.resen:ta.th·~s -in the Cong1•e.ss. 

JOHN A. MCMAK{)N1 

WM.. J. WHiTE, 
.JAMES M.. .Cox, • I, 

HE . .'I/RY M. WMT.E, 
Eow ARD E. BURKHART, 

Com;nlittee. 

H A r CINCINJi'ATI_, ·OHIO, April .!_. 1917. 
&n. TLEE Olii.ERIL"\lE, 

lJiflited .States ;&eno;te_, "Wasltingt'On_, .IJ. (L: 

" That the request .of the President io Congress for authority to 
take any and all measures nece ary to pro:tect life, liberty, an4 pt'OJ)­
erty .sh<mld be granted without qu~stion; and that it is ·our duty and 
that .of ·all other loyal citizens to telliler immediately to tlH! 'Govern­
ment all :the service <>f which we severally and -conectively are '<!B.Pab1e 
and that such individual and collective sel'Vice is her-eby temlered; The Benevol£nt and P:rotective Qr:der of Elks is confined in its mem-
and ;further · !bership to citizens -o'f tbe United States, .an-d among it chief teachings 

"R-csolw:d, ~.bat while rul should stand -ready to vo11Hlteer .it' volun- , .are pat;ri.o~ and Jove fen· the Star.s &nd Stripes. At such a time as 
tary service <i-s eaJled ;t;Qr, yet Congress, in providing tor ou~ common "this ~t 'lS :frttmg ~t this D!der should ]}roclaim its patrl-otism, and not 
safety, shoula not adopt -emergency measures only, but shou1d definitely .only in words but m deeds it need be. Therefore be it 
recognize tbe principle that ~he du:ty of Clefending the Nation rests Resolved 1Jy Oincinnati Lodge, No. 5, Benevolent and Prolective Order 
eguatly upon all citizens capable of er:vtce: · of Blkti, ~t we fayor a national preparedness to meet any .contingency 

·• That the bm·den of afeguarding the country should no longer be ·that may anse. 
cast t>xclusively upon th~ loyal National Guaro and upon other patri- ResolVtJd.turther, That we hereby tender to President Woodrow Wlls.on 
otic, military. and naval volunteers, but that Co.ngress shou1d exercise our C!>nfidence in his judgment and our relia!Jl£e np>On b1s wisdom in 
its constitntlonal power • to .raise .and .su_pport armies' by -estabUshing .handling i:he great internat!onal crisis now mnfronting the .c.ountl'y. 
immediately a ;permanent and democratic system of -national defense 1 Reso"Zvea tnrther, That we assure .him that this lodge 'll.Il.d 'its mem'hers 
based upon 'Universal service an-d training under direct and exclusive · stand ready to _f-ollow and support him in any action that he may talre_. 
Federal control. and we ask him to command eur loyalty and serVice 11t all times. 

"Resolved, That a eopy ·of these resolutions be transmitted to the .RetroZved. turt?~er, That we tender to the President our united and 
President of the United State£!, to the Secretary .of War and to other hearty sup~ort. m any step that h1! may recommend or desire to take 
members of the Cabillet, . and to the members f1f both congressional for the protectiOn of 'Our country and the preservation of its honor. 
Committees on Military Affairs." ResCih•ed further, That we call upon the Congres of i:he Umted States 

Jn accordance with the above this copy is sent. to stand by and support the President m any .and all his requirements to 
CHAs :P. B.nucH, meet the situation which the Nation is now fa.ci.ng.. 

Presiile1J.t. .Resol't:ed further, That copies '()'f these resolutions be sent to t.be Presi-
E.nNEST K. CUTTE.R, dent .of the United States, i:o the lJnii:ed States .Senators from Oblo. m 

Secretary. ltbe .Representatives ill CongreES 1'.rom th.e ::fi:n;1 and sec.orul district .of 
·Ohio, and to our grand .exnlted 'TUl£r, !lJdWJU"d Righter, of New OrLeans. 

<Ci:N'c:nm.ATI Lm>illl_. :No~ 5. B. p_ o. ELKs 
Senator ATLEE POMERENE, 

Washinoto1l, D. a.: 
L'OXDON, OHIO, April 2, 19rt. 

Tbe ci.ti.zens .of London, Ohio, in mass meeting assembled, believing 
that ·not only our rights but also the system of government to whlch 
our people are devoted have not only been -assailed bnt also seriously 
threatened, do het,eby .resOlve, first, that we declrure .our loyalty to Dm· 
institutions bequeathed to us by our .forefathers; second, that we -ex­
pre s full confidence in t.bo c who represent us and pledge them in this 
time of danger our bearty support. 

Hon. ATLEE Dol\n:n.E.NE, 
W·ashi11gtro1, D. a.: 

Jo-HN R. TANNER. 
T. S. DWYER. 
IDA F. WH1TE. 

ALLIANCE, ·OHIO, .ll.pt·.fZ 1!, 191'1. 

Resol-ved, That we, the members >Of Alliance, Ohio, Lodge, Benevolent 
and P.rotective Order of Elks, No. 467, ill special session :assembled, do 
hereby appeal t-o ·our President Rlld CQDgress to use the resou:rces of 
our Nation to oppo e the arrogant, despotic, and cruel course laid down 
and followed by Germany ill her attempt to domillate the world, and 
that we, with the patriotic les ons of our order well leaTDed. -pledge the 
a istance and loyalty of our membership to yourself and Oongr-ess in 
whatever action is deemed expedient to maintaill the honor .and -dignity 
of the United States of .America. in the cti is .now upon l:lS-

GEOnGE SHEETZ, ecretary. 

Ron. ATLEE PO:o.IEREKE, 
SP.RINGFIELD, OHIO, April s., 11}17. 

Vilfited. • ' tat-es Senate, Was-hi11t]tmt, D. a.: 
Springfield (Ohio) Rotary Club at noon to-day warmly ind-orsed the 

Pre iden-t's message .and urge and pro.mlse loyal -oooperation. 
JO'.HN L. 'BlJSRNELL, 

Pr.esiil:ent. 
JaME-S s. WEB.B, 

Sccretm·u. 

.Attest: 
By ElL~T 'VON BA:nml.N_, .E:~Ja1te4 Ruler. , 

Hon . ..ATLE:x PDnERENB, 
Washington, D. 0.: 

5. B. R.I.ciiARDS.O.N, Secrerarv. 

NEWARx, Omo, April f, 1917.. 

Newark's Chamber of Comm~ce c11rectors, representillg a membership 
oi -o'!'er 606 men~ to-d~-y 'll!lt!..n.imou.;y a.d:o~ed resolution co.m.rne~ 
President Wllso!l s attitude and pd.ariD.g uruted and unqualified support 
ill whatev& .a.etion he de.em.s nee ary to pr.eserve the integrity honor 
and self-.respect of the Amedcan people. ' ' 

.FRANK L. B.EG<l&., Pt-esiden.t. 

.K.E..~, Omo, April 2, 19J."l. 
Ho.n.· AxLEE :f'<(JMEREXE., 

United States eJt.llt.e_, Waslii1lgton, D. 0.: 
Woe eKpcct you to support ID" President ~ven to declalution of war.. 

.MEN's CLUB UNil".Ell'IULIST CIIUROH. 

Senruto.r JP.o.JI:EJ!:EKE, 
S.en«te_, Was1Li1l!]'ton, D. V.: 

'J'Ire flarnlrd Cl.u:b .of "C.ent:m.l Obio ms.bes to go on r-ecord as sup. 
porting the President in tilt! np'hold:ing of American hm:wr 1llld protec­
tion ;of .A:nretican .rtghts, :ami w:.ges its Congressmen to stand loyally 
behind 'him m wbai:ever mensures may be d~emed necessary. 

HARvARD CLUB OF CENTRAL Omo_. 
Clus. S. KELLY, .Sea-eU:r.ry. 

Senator Po IEml!NE, 
, TY:~Uhin1}tau, D. 0.: 

Joff-er on -Grange requ('sts .Sou t-o -sustain tb{l a..dminisl:r.a.t:i.on <lm~ 
cri is. 

C. BART. CH:APMA·N, Secretary. 
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CLEVELAND, OHIO, 4-Pril. 2~ t911. 
fl·on . ATLEE ro:ui'JREXE, 

United States 'enate Cltam1JeJ·, Washittgton, D. a.: 
Delegates from 51 clubs, representing 300,000 automobile owners of 

Ohio, at the annual State automobile convention in Springfield unani-
mously adopted the following resolution: · 

"Resolved, That we, the delegates of the Ohio State Automobile Asso­
ciation in convention assembled, representing 300,000 citizens of the 

~ State of Ohio, do hereby express our firm conviction that the honor 
and dignity of the United States and .the lives and rights of its citizens 
must be maintained and defended at whatever sacrifice and cost ; that 
we hereby pled"'e our unreserved support · to the President and· Congress 
in their efforts to adequately arm and prepare our country for a state 
of hostilities; and that in the event of war we will render every 
possible service in the defense of our Nation and its tlag." 

This resolution was adopted with cheers and the entire convention 
on its feet. 

Ron. A~LEE .POMEnENE, 

THE OHIO STATE AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION, 
RICHA.RD H. LEE, President. 

COLUMBUS, OHIO, Ap1·iZ 2, 1917. 

United States Senate, Washington, D. a.: 
At mass meeting of citizens held to-night, attended by largest gath­

ering ever assembled in Memorial Hall, while thousands fought vainly 
for admi Ion outside doors, in a spirit of unprecedented enthusiasm, 
after memorable addresses by leading citizens, the following resolutions 
were una nimously adopted : 
.. Whereas for more than two years past the Imperial German Govern­

ment has outraged the rights of the Unifed States of America, has 
ruthlessly killed Americans while engaged in the peaceful and law-

~ld e!;~<g:~ ~tet~e;~;~~tio~n~b~PG~i~ren!i!~ s:fstb~n~t!l~:i~~~~~~ 
for the cessation of the murder of Americans and other neutrals 
and noncombatants and of the destruction of American ships and 
property, and through both official and unofficial channels fomented 
and directed plots and outrages against the lives and property of 
Americans on om· own soil, thus betraying our hospitality and 
ylolating our sovereignty, and while professing friendship and 
e teem for the United States bas sought to engag~ Mexico and 
Japan in a joint war with Germany againse the United States: 
'£h(:tefore we, American citizens resident in the city of Columbus, 
Ohio, and assembled In mass meeting this 2d day of April, 1917, 
do resolve as follows : 

"First. RecogniziLg that the time has come for vigorous and aggres­
sive action by the President and Congress, and the entire power of the 
Nation, to uphold the dignity and integrity of the United States as a 
sovereign power, whose paramount obligation it is to protect American 
r ights and the rights of humanity and to promote international justice, 
liberty, and democracy; therefore we pledge ourselves jointly and 
severally to support the President of the United States and the national 
admini tration in whatever steps may be necessary to these ends. 

"~econd. That inasmuch as by the belligerent actions of the Imperial 
German Government a state of war with Germany now actually exists, 
therefore Congress ·bould immediately declare war against the Imperial 
Uerman Government. 

"Third. We declare ourselves in favor of universal military service 
as the only just democratic and efficient measure of national defense. 

. "Fourth. That immediate steps should be taken to mobilize the in­
dustrial, financial, . military, and naval resources and the man power 
of the Nation effectively to defend on both sea and land the ri~hts and 
f:overeignty of the United States, the rights of humanity, and the prin­
ciples of free and democratic government." 

THE COLUMBUS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

Hon. ATLEE ro.uERENE, 
Washington, D. a.: 

YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO, April 2, 1911. 

Be it t·eso lved, That we, the trustees of the Youngstown Chamber of 
Commerce, hereby approve national universal military training as an 
institution to be inaugurated immediately and maintained indefinitely, 
!.n accordance with the policy of the fathers of the Republic as embodied 
ln the law of 1792, and petition our representatives in Congress to 
work and vote for the now pending universal military training bill, 
known a tJ:ie Chamberlain bill ; and be it further 

Resol ved, That the secretary of this chamber be, and h e hereby is, 
instructed to transmit by wire copies of this resolution to both President 
Wilson and our representatives in Congress. -

' ROBERT -WADSWORTH, 
Secretary Youngstown Ollamber of Commet·ce. 

Uesolution of the Federation of Democratic Clubs of Hamilton County, 
Ohio. 

This is no time to palter; it is a time when every American citizen 
must elect to either be a patriot or a traitor. There is no middle 
ground: there can be no divided allegiance. '.fbose who are not ready 
to rush to the defense of our tlag and, if necessary, to die for the 
things it represents are unworthy of that hitherto respected name. 

In such an 'hour when the saiety of the . country is in jeopardy 
and its honor is to be preserved, he who hesitates to proclaim his de­
votion to the causes of justice and humanity is a dastard. He is un­
worthy to be a partaker of the liberty and freedom, the priceless 
heritage of our citizen hip. 

Affirm!ng our devotion to the precepts of our heroic forebearers who 
established on this continent a Government whose corner stone is equal 
opportunity, a Government which is also a protest against the so­
called divili.e right of kings and emperors; and further affirming our 
Uevotion and belief in the principle that the will of the people is the 
true and onlv source o~ power, we, the members of the Federation of 
Democratic Clubs of Hamilton County, Ohio, therefore do, and be i t 
solemnly and patriotically · 

Rcsolt·ea, That the conduct of the cranks and partisan marplots 
who are seeking to embarrass and stay the band of President Wilson 
lu his efforts to preserve unimpaired the rights of American citizens 
to · the freedom of the seas merits the severest condemnation: And 
further be it 

Resolved, That we beartil.v approve the stand the President has 
taken to uphold the rnles of international law. And we desire to 
place our elves en rcconl ns approving wbatevar measures he may takt! 

. to enforce the rights of our cou~try as against the ruthless and 
murderous practices that are being -employed by the mailed band of a 
savage and brutal miJ.itary. autocracy, a ·s ystem of warfare, if success­
ful, will mean the overthrow of liberty and the triumph of tyranny. 

THE FEDERATION Oli' DEMOCRATIC CLUBS 
• • OF HAMILTON · COUNTY, OHIO, 

By Tnon. ' TON R. SNYDER, President. 

LOCAL COLLEGE WIRES LOYALTY TO GOVERNMENT-l\IO'GNT UNION CONDEMJ\S 
BRUTAL S U.Bli:IA.RINE WARFARE OF GERMANY-URGES CONGRESS TO PRE­
VENT O'GTRAGES-PLEDGES SUPPOR'£ TO PRESIDEXT IN I?PHOLDDIG NA­
TIONAL HONOR. 

Mount Union College faculty and students to-day showed their loyalty 
to President Wilson and their country by adopting a resolution at 
chapel service condemning the ruthless submarine campaign of the 
Germans and offering to aid the Government " in wh~tever way we 
can" in preventing a continuance of further outrages. 

After its adoption it was telegraphed to President Wilson. The reso-
lution follows : · · · -

. "Resolved, That we, the students and faculty of Mount Union Col­
lege, in chapel assembled, do hereby urge the Government at Wash­
ington to take immediate steps to oppose the brutal and defiant attitude 
of Germany as seen in the long list of crimes against civilization, cul­
minating in the outrageous and tyrannical undersea warfare, and that 
we, true to our past position of loyalty and sacrifice, do hereby pledge 
ourselves to support in whatever way we can the action to be taken 
by Congress in maintaining the cherished honor of the Nation." 

A copy of the resolution was also wired to Senator PoMERE~E. 

1\Ir. SMITH of Georgia. I de ·ire to send to the desk, to be 
incorporated in the RECORD, the action of the student body of 
the University of Georgia. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The matter referred to is as follows : 

GEOJtGIA' UNIVERSITY PLEDGES LOYALTY . IX S PER-CRISIS-STUDE~TS 
AND FACULTY HOLD MASS MEETI~GS AND ADOPT RESOLUTIONS PLEDG­
I~G SUPPORT. 

The resolutions as adopted in full follow : . 
u Resolv{ld, firs:_. That the Universit.y of Georgia, the first estab­

lished of the State universities of America, throughout its history bas 
constantly stood for the Christian virtues of peace on earth and good 
will toward men. 

"For a century and a quarter it has consistently, so far as its 
teaching and its influence might avail, upheld the sanctity of lnw and 
mutual respect and fair dealing among men. Founded by patriots just 
emerged . from the historic contUct by which our great Republic was 
established, it has as constantly endeavored to promote that love of 
freedom, truth, and justice which is the invaluable heritage of the 
AmE-rican people. 

"Whilst eagerly desiring the blessings of peace, within the borders 
of the Commonwealth and in the world at large, it has not scrupled to 
place larger emphasis on honor, truth, and righteousness. 

"At this present time of stress, when the liberties of the peoJ.>le seem 
threatened, when the honor of the Nation is at stake, when ngbteous 
dealing among the nations seems imperiled, the university hereby 
offers to the State and to the Nation its loyal, patriotic, and unstinted 
services for whatsoever !t may be able or be called upon to do . 

•• Resolved, second, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to 
the governor of the State, the President of the United States, and to 
each Senator and Representative from Georgia in the Congress of the 
United States, and also to each member of the board of trustees ot 
the university." 

I~DORSI!l UN IVERSAL TUATNIXG. 

The following resolution was adopted unanimously by the faculty 
and by the ·student body of the University of Georgia yesterday af ter­
noon: 

" B e it resolced
1 

·.rhat the faculty of the University of Georgia be-­
lieve thoroughly m a sound military policy founded on manuatory 
training and equal obligation, and furthermore we do hereby indorse 
any step or action taken b:v the President of the United S.tates and 
Congre s toward the promotion of universal training and equal service, 
and pledge ourselves to support the· auministration in the event of any 
crisis." 

The YICE PRESIDENT. The que tion i on the sub titute 
offered by the Senator from North Dakota [l\Ir. McCuMBER]. 

The substitute was rejected. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint resolution i as in Com­

mittee of the Whole ancl open to further amendment. 
Mr. HITCHCOCK. 1\Ir. Pre ident, Nebra ka has been per­

haps too much in evidence to-day; but in justice to my State I 
shall send to the desk and ask to have reau before the vote is 
taken a telegram giving the text of a resolution upon tllis sub­
je~t passed by both hou es of the Nebraska Legislature. 

Before I take.my seat, 1\fr. Pre itlent, I de ire to say tbat, ns 
far as I am concerned, I shall not ask for a roll call upon tW 
joint r esolution while it is in Committee of the Whole, but upon 
the final passage of the joint resolution in the Senate a roll call 
will be asked. 

I ask for the reading of the telegram. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The telegram will be read by the 

Secretary. 
The Secretary :·ead the telegram, us follows : 

LI XCOLX, NEBR., A.~ t'il 3, 1911. 
Hon. G. M. HITCHCOCK, 

United States Senate, Washington, D. C.: 
Both houses of the legislature to-day passed the following resolution 

by unanimous votes : 
" In tlli3 time of national crisis we, the members of the thil'ty-fifth 

session of the legislature, without r egard to party affiliations, renew 
oUJ: allegiance to our -eountry and our Presid ut. We rejoice th nt the 
honor of representing the President at this critical period in the great-
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est of all legislative bodies, the United States Senate, has fallen upon 
a distinguished rrebraskan-Senator GILBERT M. HITCRCOCK. We 
pledge Nebraskw'"s mn.:nhood· and resources to tile· end that our country's 
honor be maintamed and its prestige undiminished." 

EAR'L B. GADDIS'. 

1\Ir. KELLOGG. 1\Ir. President, I send to. the desk telegrams· 
embodying resolutions passed by the Legislature of the State 
of Minnesota indorsing the address of the Ptesident and the 
joint resoluti-on pending before the Senate. I ask to have the 
tel grams placetl in the REcOIID •. 

There being no objection, the telegrams were ordered to be 
printed in the· RECOIID, as follows: 

non. FnANK R. KELLOcra, 
'cmate, Washington, IJ. a.: 

ST. PAUL, 1\ir,'r;., April: :f, 1917. 

Mr. Sullivan, G. H., offers the fo1lowing resolution: 
".Resoll;ed, That the Senate of the State of Minnesota d'oe.s hereby 

solemnly approve and indorse the President of the United States 
an<l. his message to Congress. given on Monday, April 2, in whlch 
be :.t<lvlses the Congre s of the United States to declare that a state. 
of war exists between the Imperia:r Government" of Germany and the 
United States; and be 1t further 

''Resolved, That the enate of the State. of 1\Iinne ota. does hereby. 
contldently express the hope and does hereby request that every 
Senator and Representative of the. Congress of the United States 
from the "tate of Minuesota will vote to sustain the President in the 
a1h"ke :md request set forth in !;aid message; and be it furth.er 

·'Resol~;ed, That rhe enate of the Sta-te of Minnesota does- hereby 
solemnly pledge its support to the Pre ident and to Congress in the 
policy set forth in said mes. age, and in the measures necessary to 
carry out the declarations thex:eln contained, and to take. such action· 
during this legislative session so that all of the resources of this. 
grea:t State in men and material, S<> far as may be necessary fo.r 
the purpose of carrying out such war be um·eserved.ly placed at the 
uispo~a.t of the Government of the United States; and be it further 

"Resolved, That the secretary of the senate is hereby instructell 
immedlately to wire the Pre ident and to each of the Senators and. 
R<:'pr sentatives in Congress from this State a. copy of this resolution." 

3enator F. B. KEr~LOGG, 
Washington, D. a.: 

GEO. W. PEACHE~, Secretar·y. 

ST. PAUL., Mr-:-<~., April 3, 1!J11. 

:'.I€ssrs. No-lan and Pl'att offer the following resolution: 
''Resoh:ed, That the House of Representatives of the State of 1\Iinne· 

;:ota uoes hereby solemnly approve and indorse the President of the 
United States and his mes age to €ongress given on Monday, Ap1·il 2, 
in which he advises the Congress o£ the United States to declare that a 
"tate of wa:r exists between the Imperial Government of Germany and 
the United States. B~ it further 

''Resolved, That the House of Representatives of the State of Minne­
sota does hereby confidently express the hope, and does hereby request 
that every Senator and Representative in the Congress of the United 

tates from the State of .Minnesota will vote to s.ustain the President 
in the advice and reque ·ts set forth in said message. Be it furthel~ 

"Resolved, That the House of Representatives of the State of Minne­
sota does hereby solemnly pledge its support to the President and to 
Congre s in the policy E'et fortb in said message- and in the measures 
nece . ·ary to car-ry out the declarations therein contained, and to take 
such action during this legislative session, so that all of the resources 
of the great State in men and material, so far as may be necessary 
for the purpose of carrying out such war, be unreservedly placed at the 
disposal of the G0vernment of the United States. And be it further 

"Resolved, That the chief clerk of the house of representatives· is 
hereuy instructed immediately to wire to the PresidE:nt and to each· of 
the Senators and Representatives in Congress from this State a copy of 
this re olution." 

OscAR AnxEsox, Chief Olerl~. 

l\fr. JONES of ·washington. Mr. President, I have received a 
great many telegrams signed by several hundred citizens of my 
State, some of them protesting against our going into war and 
some of them urging that we do so. I have here simply a few 
of the telegrams, which are typical of many that have been sent 
to me, which. I ask may be printed in the RECORD, and in lieu 
of any remarks that I might desh·e to submit I ask permission 
to have printed in the RECORD a letter which I wrote yesterday 
nnd sent to those protesting against war. 

There being no objection, the telegrams ·and letter l\ere or· 
dered to be printed in the RECORD, as follows : 

Hon. WESLEY JoxEs, 
Wa8hington, D. a.: 

SEATTLE, WASH., Mat·cl' 31, 11)11. 

The Women's Democratic Club of King County, 300 strong, urge 
your patriotic support of the President's policies. · 

Mrs. 1\I. B-. HAnKER, President. 

Senator WESLEY L. JONES, 
Washington, D. a.: 

SlilA..TTLm, WASH., Marcil 31_.. 1911. 

We, the executive committee of the Woman's Wilson-Mar. hall League, 
p1·otest against a declaration ol war_ The press of the country may 
want war, but the. people do not. There are no munition plants or 
war bonuboTdcrs in the West. 

Senator W. L. Jo. ES, 

Wo~IA~'s WrLsox-l\1ARSHALL LEAGUE, 
Mrs. A . .JEFFERSON NELSON, Presi<lent. 
l\frss HELEN BYJ:U<E~ S-ecretarv. 

WE~ATCHl!lE, WASH., Apl~iz 1, 1911. 

Unitea States Senate, Washington, D. C.: 
At hHgeiy attend£d mass meeting held in public park to-day prac­

tically all churches, fraternal o:cganizations,. and commercial bodies 
unanimously passed strong- resolutions in favor of upholding- the rights 

of Amenican citizens upon Ja.ndl and sea, and pledge unillvided support 
to you. Copy of above sent President Wilson· to-nigh-t. Resolution-s; 
mailed. 

W. W. GIUY, Mayo1·. 
SE.A-TT:r.~, WASH., .March 31, 191:7,. 

t Senator WESLEY .JONES, 
Washiilgton_.. D. a.: 

Our State forcibly expressed our opinion- on subject of war declac;­
tion by ele.ding President Wilson on slogan " Kept us ~ut of war." 
Newspapers insisting on war are betraying this Natlon. Referendum 
would prove this claim. God give you st:J:ength to. remain steadfast for 
peace. 

Mrs. G.&G. A. SMITH, 
President Suffrage Associatioll- and 

Afkait lmpro.,;eme11t Club. 

VANCOCV:U:R, WASH., Ap7'i~ 2, 191i. 
Ron. WESLEY L. J.oxEs, · 

United States Senate,. Wa.shit&-gton, D. a.~ 

1 Vancouver Lodge, No. 823, with membership of 650 patriotic .Amer~. 
cans, have passed to-day the following reselutioliS: 

; "Resolved~ That- Vancouver Lodge, No. 823, Benevolent and Protec-
tive Order of Elks, pledgee the President of: the t:Jnited States its 
unanimous support in upholdint:;" the honor and dignity of our country 
and in protecting the- lives and property of our citizens at home and 
abroad, and especially upon the high seas; be it further 

"Resolved, That we favor a strong preparedness program." 
th;'l.W~;/esolutions. reflect the unanimous sentiment of the pecple of 

W. L. JoxEs, Washington, D. C.: 

Jos. J .. DONOVAN, E:Xalted Ruler. 
C. A. PASSON, Secretary. 

TACOMA., WASH., April 2, 1911. 

Federated Women's Christian Temperance Unions of '.racoma, Pie.cce 
County Women's Christian Temperance Union, and the Friends' Church 
of this district unite in demanding that there be no war, with its !lo:r­
rible butehery of our boys. We are opposed to universal enforced 
military training or creation of large armies.. 

Hon. W. L. JONES, . 
Senate, Wa8hingto", D. a:: 

FEDERATED PEACE SOCTETIES, 
N"ETTIE HoLE~ BECK, C1lairma1~. 

SEATTLE, WASH.~ April S, W11. 

We, the committee representing nearly all civic anu fraterna 1 or­
ganizations of tbe cit~ of Seattle, in executive session, hereby m!opt 
the following resolution:, instructing the chairman and secretary to for­
ward copies of the same immediately to- the President of the l nlted­
States and to- Congress : 
" Whereas this Nation is passing. through- a. world crisis and needs thll 

united and loyal support of all of its people. we deem it a privi­
lege a.s citizens of this great Republic to extend to the atlminis­
tration and Congress our unqualified. con.fid'ence and support. to 
the end that we retain- our rightful place among the nations of . the­
earth; that we courageously and honorably demaml recognition of 
the freedom of the hlgh- seas with alL other nations; that we will 
brook no intel'fe1:ence of those rights, and~ if necessary, employ. 
forr.e of arms to meet the fssu'! of a free people not for conque t 
but to sustain and continue advaneing civilization and our prin­
ciples until they encircle- tbe world. To· that end we pledge anew 
our fortunes, our lives, and our sacred honru:." 

Lours WlLLIA.~rs, Chairman. 
RICHARD SEELEY E. JOXES, Secretary. 

Ron. ·wEsLEY L. JoxEs, 
SEATTLE, WASIL, .March 30, 1911. 

Senator ft·om State of Washington: 
What are- you going to- do about the war question? We young womca 

of Washingtc•n are depending up:m you to do what you can to p l'O tPct 
us from this catastrophe. War-no. 

Annette Schafer, Katherine Stewart, .Jesse Cobb, V.et· Lewis~ 
Euia. Walker, 1\Iary Cobb, Bnrn.adette McCarthy, Yiolet 
Hansen, BL.1.nche Emerson, Ethel And~Resen. 

NOU'.rH YAKHIA, WASH., April 3, 1911. 
Senator WESLEY JO!'-I""ES, 

Washington, D. C.: 
Whereas a Cl'isis now exists in the affairs of our Nation: Therefot·e 

be it 
Resol-cea, That tLe Yakima Michigan Society commen<ls rr~siden~ 

Wilson's war message and approves and urges· the immediate adoption 
of the resolutions now before both Houses of Congress. We het·!!by 
renew our pledge of allegiance and loyalty to our country. 

GEO. F. McCAULAY, Presiden t. 

Hon. WESLEY .To~Es, 
SEATTLE, WASH., April 1, 19l"t. 

Utlritecl States. Senate, Washington, D. a.: 
DEAR: Srn: Will you please bring to the attention of the ·oited 

States Senate the following ;:esolution pn.ssed unanimonsly bv the 
members and pastor of the E\'angelical Lutheran Zion's Chur·ch at 
their house of worship : · 

"Res{)lved, That we, the members and pastor ot the said cburch of' 
Seattle, all citizens of the United States, respectfully petition CongTcsK 
not to hurl our cGuntry and people into the horrors of the Europea n 
war but it the Members of Congress are. not a~ainst the war to let th<­
people of the United Sta:tes, who would suffet· from tl e wm·, \""ote 
whethet~ or not they are willing to shed tlleir blood :md pay tbe e~­
pense of uch a. war." 

II. I'. OL.<l H:~ Pa,ror. 
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EVERETT, WASH., April !_, 1917. 
Hon. WESLEY L. JONES,.. . 
· .U11i tc:d States Ben(rte, Was1tingtcn, D. C.: 

EverP.tt Spanish War Veterans unreservedly support President -in 
maintaining American conor and protecting citizens at home or abroad. 
·we know what war means, but face it again rathet• than tolerate mur­
<Ier and piracy. This is reply to Emergency Peace Association adver-
tisement. -

W. L . . JOXES, 

· ' CHAS. A. '£URNEII, 
A djutant Camp 9, Spatzish War Vete-rans; 

SEATTLE, WASH., April 'z, 1911. 

Senate, llas71in gton, D. 0. _ 
HoxonABLE SIR: llelieving that a way out of the present crisis can be 

found withoat l':>ss of honor and without resorting to war, we, the 
undersigned citizens of the United States, beg that you do all in your 
powct· to avert war. 

Ycur·s, 
A. W. Kraats, F. A. Gepner, H. Roescher, Anna Gepner, 

Julia Roescher •. Fred Gepner, L. J\luth, Lena Gepner, 
Minnie Muth, M. Sender, E. Ziegler, Kate Sender·, Ernes­
tine Ziegler, A. K. Engel, I. C. Rjtscber, Alma Engel, 
Caemelita - ll.itscher, H. Mollenstadt, Minnie Kraatz, 
A. Korman, E. Frank, Louise Korman, Louise li'rank, 
0. Fedder, 'Thomas Ehlers, Florence Fedder. 

ELLEXSBURG, WASU., Ap1'il 1, 1911. 
Senator WESLEY L. JONES, 

lVasllill{]fon, D. 0.: 
Fifteen hundred _people in mass meeting to-night unanimously passed 

resolution urging \Vashington's Senators and Representatives in Con­
gress to stand by the President in program to fully protect American 
honor and American lives. 

J. C. KAYMOR. 

UNITED STATES SE~ATE, 
COMMITTEE ON THE DISTlUCT OF COLUMOU, 

WASHINGTO~. 

Your communication urging that we be kept out of war at band. 
have hoped that we would not be drawn into it and have done what I 
could to keep out of it. I have believed that the1·e is more real, true 
patriotism in trying to save our country and its homes from the horror 
of war than in hastening it toward such a calamity. The die is cast. 
'l'he P1·esident ha<> spoken in such a way that war can not be avoided 
without humil!ation and dishonor. 

Heretofore there has been room for patriotic differences of opinion 
and action. I am not a censor of other people's conduct, but to me 
there is now only one patriotic duty, and that is to support in unstinted 
measn rc the course which accords with the judgment of the duly con­
stituted governm('ntal agencies. To tt·y to direct the Nation along a 
prop€1" course is patriotic, to resist its decree and authority is not. 

The supreme test of om· citizenship is at hand. Thet·e should be no 
dlvidE.>d allegiance from any of us. This Nation should have our s u­
preme loyalty and the Stars and Stt·ipes should command our undivided 
suppot·t. 

Om· naturalized citizens will be tested as by fire. I am sure but few 
of them will be r·ecreant to their oath or disloyal to their country of 
adoption. I pray that we may emerge from this conflict a better and 
more united people, and that our Government may be a controlling 
factor in securing a just, honorable, and lasting peace. 

l\lr. PHEL..-\.N. I have received telegrams from the Lodge of 
Elks of Santa Cruz, and from the Faculty Club of the Uni­
yel'sit.r of California at Berkeley, in the State of California, 
appro-ring the stand taken by the President in our relations with 
Germany. I . ask that they may be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the telegrams were ordered to be 
print~(l in the RECORD, as follows.: 

SANTA Cnuz, CAL., Ap1·iZ 2, 1917. 
Hon . . JAMES D. PHFlLA ·, 

United States Senate. Washington, D. 0.: 
The following. telegram has thls day been sent the President: 
"The officers and members of Santa Cruz Lodge of Ellrs at a meeting 

this day held strongly indorsed the stand you have taken in prel?arlng 
the country for any E.>mergency which might arise, and the patriotism 
you have shown in your endeavors to uphold, defend, and perpetuate the 
dignity of our flag and the honor and integrity of our Nation. We wish 
to E.>xpt·ess our fullest confidence in your wisdom and in the judgment 
of Congress, pledging you our humble assistance at this time in our 
country's crisis." 

J AMES D. P nEL.\X , 
Washington, D. 0.: 

CLAY E. PETERS,_ 
Ea:alted Ruler. 

·nEnKELEY, CAL., A}wil 2, 1911. 

As indicating attitude of our university community, I beg to call your 
atten titJn to following telegram sent President Wilson March 30: 

"At an open meeting of the Faculty Club of the University of Cali­
forllin. attend~ll by 126 m<'mbers, the following resolution was adopted 
by au affirmative v()te of 105: 'Since the Imperial Government of 
Germany has, according to the express declaration of the President of 
the United StatE.>s, violated the fundamental rights nQt only of Ameri­
cans unt of humanity, rights of life and liberty upon which all law, jus­
tice, ordered government, and international sanction are based, and 
without which thel'e is no civilization; and since that . Government has, 
in spite of his warnings, specifically and wantonly sunk our ships and 
done to death our fellow citizens wbile _they were engaged in their legiti· 
mate antl peaceful pursuits: Therefore be it . 

" ' Rcso l-vi;d, That we hope the President and Cpngress of the United 
States will take _prompt and appropriate action to fulfill the . manifest 
dutv of the Uuited States of America . to vindicate American honor, .and 
what i:;; fundamental and much more v.ttal to reassert by force and with 
all rt>sourcE.>s at our command against the .Imperial Government of Ger­
many, and in harmony with _those peoples .- whose liberal ideals .and 
allegiance to rights are identical with ours the mandates of internationaL 
law and the rights of humanity.'" 

LINCOLN J. HUTCHINSO~. 

Mr. THOMPSON. · I have recefved res-olutions adopted at a 
mass meeting of citizens of Fort Scott, Kans., which I desire 
to have printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the resolutions were ordere£1 to be 
printed in the RECORD, as fom:n.vs: -- - · · 

To President Wilson · and to the Members of t7~e Kansas Oong1·essio11al 
Delegation: 

Whereas it seems from reports that reach us that sooner or JatE.>r 'we 
must engage in the great world war that is now raging in Europe; 
and 

Whereas we deplore the necessity of such action, but we have electetl 
you to look aftE.>r our national and international interests, and we 
trust you and wUl ·follow your directions in this great crisis. We 
hope that if war does come that we can enter it on such terms that 
every citizen will be on an absolute equality. 
Therefore we request that a law -be enacted providing for the abso­

lute prohibition of the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors 
within the United States of America and its possessions during the time 
we are prE.>paring for and are engaged in war. 

That, as it requires money ami property to prE.>pare for war, laws 
shall be passed calling for volunteers of money and property of eVE.>r.v 
kind necessary for successful preparation for war and for sustaining 
life whHe the war is in progress ; that all mines, mills, farms, factorie~. 
railroads, workshops, stores of every kind and character, and every 
species· of productive property, including money, which is not volun­
tarily turned over to the United States Government upon call for the 
same for use in prE.>paring for and SiJI';taining war shall be talten ovE.>r 
by the Government, and when the war is over such portion of _sudt 
property so taken as rE.>mains unused or undestroyed shall be rE.>turnetl 
to its former owners without compE.>n ation of any kind. -

P1·o vided, lwwe-r:er , That if any person's property is totally de troyetl 
in i ts use for the purposes above mentioned. and such person Is dt>:>ti­
tute or ne(lcly, then he or shP, a s th e case may be, shall have the sarn!' 
pension allowed by the United State GovE.>rnment as is allowed at 
the time for Eoldiers, their widow and orphans. 

That no person shall be allowed within the jurisdiction of the United 
States to make any profit ont of war- or pr E.>parations for such war, and 
if any pE.>rson is found making or attempting to make profit out of the 
same he shall. upon conviction, be disfranchised for life and sent~nced 
to imprisonment at hard labor during the war. 

P1·ovided (ttrtl! er, That whE.>n steps have been takE.>n to provide the 
money and property necessary to prE.>pare for and carry on the war , Uf; 
herein indicated, a call for volunteers shall be made for all able-bodied 
·men and women wtthin the United States of America above the age of 
18 years to enlist, and in case anyone refuRes to so enlist unuer such 
call for ·volunteers they shall be conscripted and forced and compelletl 
t o enter the service of the country. :-

That when the full citizenship of the country has been thus recruitNl 
the go>ernmental authorities shall apportion them in the places where 
they are needed and where they are best calculated to do service, 
either in the Army, the Navy, or the industries taken over. · --

KANSAS IS LOI:'AL TO THE CORE. 
STA'l'E OF KANSAS, 

Bour·bon County, ss: 
J. I. Sheppard, being duly swom, says that he is a resident of Fort 

Scott, Kans., and has heen such r esident for 30 years last past; that 
he was present on the evening of l\farch 29, 1917, at a masR meetin~ 
of the citizens of Fort Scott. Kans., in the First Baptist Church at 
Fort Scott, and that he waH the mover of the foregoing resolution. anti 
that the same was adopted by the people pl'E.'sent at :;;aid ma:;;s meeting. -

Affiu11t further swears that HulJE.>rt LardnE.>r, a resident of Fort Scott. 
Kans., and chairman of the Dt>mocrntic State· central committE.>e . of 
Kansas, was delegated to carry E>aid r eE> olution to Washington, D. C., 
and present the same to the P rE.>sident of the United States and to the 
mE.>m!Jers of the Kansas delE.>gation in Congre:.s. 

J. I. SHEPPARD. 
Suuscribed and sworn to before me this 30th day of March, 1!H7. 
(SEAL.) J. C. MITCHELL, 

My commission expires J anuary 16, 1921. 
Notm·v Pub_lic: 

'£he VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no further amentlment 
to be offered as in Committee of the Whole, the joint resolution 
will be reported to the Senate. 

The joint resolution was repor_ted to the Senate as amemled, 
and the amendme·nt was concurred in . 

The joint resolution was orderetl to be engrossed for a third 
reading and was read the third time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. '.rhe qaestion is, Shall the )oint 
resolution pass? 

Mr. POINDEXTER I ask for the yeas and nays upon the 
passage of the joint resolution. . . 

The yeas and nays were orcle~ed ; and the Secretar! pro-
ceeded to call the roll. · 

Mr. UNDERWOOD (-when Mr. BANKHEAD's name was 
called). I desire to state that: my colleague- [l\Ir. BANKHEADl 
has been unavoidably detained from the city. If he were pres­
ent, I am informed that he 'Yould ~·ote for th~ joint resolution. 

Mr. DILLINGHAM (when his na,me was called}. I lun·e a 
general pnir with the senior Senator from -Maryland [l\ft·. 
SMITH]. He has caused to -be stated to me ·that if he were 
present to-night he would heartily support' the joint resolution. 
Unfortunately he is detained from the Seriate by serious illnes. · 
in his family. Therefore, -being at liberty to vote, I vote "yen." 
· Mr. SUTHERLA..~D (when l\Ir. GoFF's name was called). I 
desh·e to announce that "my . colieaglie [l\Ir~ GOFF] . is . pre\•ented 
from beip.g p1:esent by· set:io~s illness. He has autllori7:ed J?1e to 
state-that if he were here be wo-uld ...-ote f01; the, joint reso.lution. 

Mr. REED (when ·l\Ir. GoRE:s name was called). The senior 
Senator from Oklahoma [Mr. Gor:E] is unable to be present on 
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nccoun,t of. serious illness, .which has confined him to his home 
for some weeks. · 

l\1r. SAULSBURY (when Mr. HoLLis's name was called). I 
~ms requested to announce that the junior Senato~ from New 
Hampshire [Mr. HoLLIS] is unable . to b~ present to-night, and 
tf present he woulu vote for the joint resolution. 
' Mr. McCUMBER (when his name was called): I have a gen­
eral pair with the senior Senator from Colorado [Mr. THoMAs], 
who is absent on account of sickne~s. · I am, howeve~·. informed 
that if he were present he would vote the same as I would, and 
I will therefore vote. · I vote" yea." 

1\lr . . PITTMAN (when Mr. NE\Y"LAND~'s name was called). The 
senior Senator from Nevada [1\llr. NEWLANDS] is necessarily ab­
sent. If he were present, I am informed that he would vote "yea." 

Mr. SHAFROTH (when Mr. THOMAs's name was c·alled). I 
desire to announce the unavoidable absence of my coileague 
[l\1r. THoMAS] and to state that_ he is paired with the . senior 
Senator from North Dakota [Mr. McCUMBER], and that if he 
r.ere pr·esent he would vote " yea." 

1\lr .. LEWIS (when Mr. TILUIAN's name wa~ called). The 
. Senator from South Carolina [Mr. TILLMAN] was callell from 
the Chamber by illness. He requested me to inform the Senate 
that he is paired with the Senator from West ·virginia [Mr. 
GOFF] 'and_ to announce that the Senator from West Virginia 
would vote the same way as would the Senator from South 
Carolina. · The Senator from South Carolina desires me to an­
nounce that if be were here he woulll vote " yea " on the passage 
Of the joint resolution. 

.I,'he roll call was concluded. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I wish to state that the Senator from Colo­

r.l.do [Mr. THOMAS] is absent because of illness, and if he were 
present he would vote :for the joint resolution. 

The result was announced-yeas 82, nays G, as follows: 
YEAS-82. 

Ashurst Harding Martin Smith. Ariz. 
Beckham Ha!."dwick Myers Smith, Ga •. 
Borah Hitchcock Nelson Smith, Mlcl1. 
Bratly Hughes New . Smith, S.C. 
Bramlegee Rusting Overman Smoot 
Broussard James Owen Sterling 
CRider Johnson, Cal. Page Sutherland 
Chamberlain Johnson, S.Dak. Penrose Swanson 
Colt .Jones, N.Mex. Phelan Thompson 
Culberson Jones, Wash. Pittman Townsend 
Cummins Kellogg roindP.xter Trammell 
Curtis Kendrick Pomerene Underwood 
Dillingham Kenyon Ransdell Wadsworth 
Fall King Reed Walsh 
Fernald Kirby Robinson Warren 
Flet<'her KnQX Saulsbury ·Watson 
France Lewis Shafroth Weeks 
Frelinghuysen Lodge Sheppard Williams 
Ga.llinger McCumber Sherman Wolcott 
Gerry McKellar Shields 
Hale McLean Simmons 

N.AYS-6. 
Gronn·a Lane Stone Vardaman 
La Follette Norris 

NOT VOTING-8. 
Bankhead Gore Newlands Thomas 
Goff Hollis Smith, Md. Tillman 

So the joint resolution was passed. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendments of the · Committee 

on Foreign Relations to the preamble will be stated. 
- The SECRETARY. -In the pi:eamble, after the word " Whereas," 
it is proposed to strike out the words " the· recent acts of"; 
after the words " the Imperial German Government " to strike 
out the word " are " and insert in lieu thereof the words " bas 
committed repeated"; and after the words "United States," in 
the third line of the clause, to insert the words "of America," 
so as to make the preamble read: 
Whet·cas the- Imperial German Government bas committed repeated acts 

of war against the Government and the people of the United Stutes 
of .America. · · · - · 

'I'he amendments were agreed to. 
'l'he preamble as amended was agreed to. 
M1:. LA ~OLLETTE. I 'pre~ent petitions signed by 7,555 

citizens Of California, praying for a referendum on the ·question 
of war before war is declared. These petitions have just reached 
me by mail or I would have presented them before. I move tiiat 
they lie upo_ri the table. · · -
· The motion was agreed to. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

H. R. 12. An act making appropriation to supply deficiencies 
in appropriations for the ' fiscal year ending June 30, '1917, and 
prior fiscal years, and for other purposes, was read twice by its 
titl~ and ref~rred _ to the Commi~ee on ~ppropl~~~tion~·-

GOVERNMENT OF RUSSIA, 
Mr. PITTMA.l~ submitted the follo.wing conclll'rent resolution 

(S. Con. Res. 2), which was refeqed"to the Committee on For-
eigp. Relatiot;ts,: .. . . 

. Resolvca by_ tlte Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), 
That the United States of America congratulates the people Qf Russia 
Qn their assumption of the powers, duties, and responsibilities of self­
government, and expresses the confident hope that, in the adoption and 
maintenance of a democratic form of government, the rights, liberties. 
and happiness of the Russian people will be secure and the progress of 
the country assured. 

ADJO"L'RNMENT TO FRHH.Y. 
Mr. l\IARTIN. I mo\e that the Senate adjourn unti112 o'clock 

noon on Friday next. 
The motion was agreed to; and (at 11 o'clock and 15 ~inutes 

p. m.) the Senate adjourned until Friday, April 6, 1917, at 12 
o'clock meridian. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, Apr-il 4, 1[)1_7. 

The House met at 12 o'clock noon. 
The Chaplain, Rev. Henry N. Couden, D. D., offered .the fol­

lowing prayer : 
Take us; 0 God, our Rea venly Father, into the Holy of Holies, 

' and arouse· the better angels of our being, that they may domi­
nate our thought and direct our acts in the duties of the hour; 
that we may be good and faithful servants unto Thee and to our 
fellow men, in the spirit of the J~ord Je. us Christ. Amen . 

The J om·nal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap­
proved. 

RESOLUTIONS 01!' 'IRE MIN~ESOT.\ LEGISL.ATUllE. 
l\fr. MILLER of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 

consent to have printed in the RECORD two resolutions adopted 
y.esterday by tl1e l\linnesota Legislatul'e. 

The SPEAKER. About what? 
• l\fr. l\fiLLER of Minnesota. About the Presiuent's message 
and the declaration of war. - . -

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Minnesota asks unani-
. mous consent to extend his remarks' in the RECORD by printing 
some resolutions adopted by the l\finnesotri -Legjslatt1re cqncern­
ing the President's me sage and the declaration of war. · Is 
there objection? 

There was no objection. 
Following are the resolutions referred to: 

ST. PAUL, M:I~N., Apt·il ~, JE1'7. 
Hon. C. B. 1\fiLLEn, 

House of Rept·esentativcs, Washington, D. C.: 
Mr. Sullivan. G. H., offers the following resolution: 
"Resolved, That the Senate of the State of Minnesota does hereby 

solemnly approve and indorse the President of the United States and his 
message to Congress, given on Monday, April 2, in which he advises the 
Congress of the United States to declare that a state of war exists be­
tween the Imperial Government of Germany and the United Htates. 
Be it further 

u Resoh:ed,' That the Senate of the State of Minnesota does hereby 
confidently express the hope, and does hereby request, that every Senator 
and Representative of the Congress of the United States from the State 
of l\iinnesota will vote to sustain the President in the adrice and request 
set forth in said message. Be it further 

u ResoltJed, That the Senate of the State of Minnesota does hereby 
solemnly pledge its support to the President and to Congress in the 
policy set forth in said n·essage and. in the measures necessary to carry 
out the declarations therein contained and to take such action during 
thi.s legislative session so that all of the resources of this great State in 
men and :Qlaterial, so far as may be necessary for the purpose ·or carry­
ing out such war, be unreserve<ily placed at the disposal of the Govern-

, ment of the United States ; and be it furthe'r · · 
· ''Resolved, That the ·secretary of the senate is hereby instructed 

immediately to wire the President and to each of the Senators antl Repre­
sentatives in Cor:gress from this State a copy of this resolution." 

GEO. W. PEACHEY, Sec1·etm·y. 

ST. PAUL, MIX!'\., April 3, 1917. 
c. B. MILLER, M. c .. 

Washingto'n, D. C.: 
Messrs. Nolan and Pratt offer the followin~ resolution: 
{{Resolved, That the House of Representatives of the State of Minne-

sota does hereby solemnly approve · ~,tnd indorse the President of the 
:United ·States and his message to Congress, briven on Monday, .April :!, 
in which he advise.s the Congress of the United. States to declare that a 
state- of war exists between the Imperial Government of Germany and 
the United States. · Be it further 

a Reaolved, That the House of Representatives of the State of Minne­
sota does hereby confidently express the hope, and 'does hereby request, 
that every Senator and Representative in the Congress of ·the ·United 
States from the State of Minnesota will vote to· sustain the President in 
the advice and requests set forth in said message. Be it further ' 

''Resolved, That tlie House of Representatives of the State of Minne­
sota does hereby -solemnly pledge its support to the President and to 
Congress in the policy set forth in· said message and in the measures 
necessary to carry out t he declarations therein c{)ntained, and to take 
action during this legislative ses ion so that all of the resources of~i:his 

.great State in men and material, · so .far -as may be necessary for the 
purpose of carrying out such war, be unreservedly placed at the disposal 
Q~ the Government of tbe United States; a~d ~e it further ·· 
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