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question who is to determine what he needs? Is he to do it 
himself? The Senator from Utah [1\fr. SuTHERLAKD] rather 
takes the 'position that he is; that in an assemblage of gentle­
men, the minute a gentleman says, " I need four c1erk , or five 
clerks, or six clerks," they should be giVen to him. I uo not 
think we can run the Senate on that basis. 

Mr. BRYAN. Mr. President, I withdraw my objection and 
move to strike out the words " Committee on Traru:portation 
Houtes to the Seaboard" and insert" senior Senator from North 
Dakota [1\Ir. McCu~rnER] ," so that the resolution will read : 

Resolved, That the senior Senator from North Dakota [:.\Ir. hlcCG:\lDEP.] 
be authorized to employ an additional clerk at the salary of $100 per 
month for two months, the same to be paid out of the contingent fund 
of the Senn te. 

Mr. 1\IcOUMBEll. 1\fr. Presitlent, when I asked the courtesy 
of the Sen.:'ltor from Indiana to yield to me, I assumed that there 
'vould be no discussion whateYer of the resolution, and there­
fore I imposed upon his generosity. I simply wish to say now 
that I will not ask for the present cousiUeratiou of the resolu­
tion and accept an amendment that is based upon a mere cnvrice, 
to meet the views of some one, without reference to Hs 11tll'IJOSe. 
If the , ... enate wishes to Yote upon the subject later, it cnn do so. 

. BIP.'IIIDAY OF AlllUH .. H:l LI~COL:X. 

1\Ir. h.""BRN. ::\:Ir. President, on October 1, 1002, at Lincoln 
City, Ind .. there was dedicated a monument just then placetl at 
the graye of Abraham Lincoln's mother. On that occasion the 
governor of Indiana was present and 10,000 veople, including 
the school children and veterans of the CiYil War for miles 
m·ound. At the dedication Gen. John 0. Black, of Illinois, de­
li•ered an oration, a short· one, but a lJeautiful pi~ce of composi­
tion, which, I think, should be presened throu~h the medium 
of the CONGRESSIONAL llECOllD. Stamling l>y the grRYe of .Abra­
h~lill Lincoln's mother, Gen. Black said: 

A great throng is here to-day who ha>e come to tef:tify their affection 
for :r\ancy Flanks Lincoln, and who have singled out this one woman for 
this unusual honor. Well might her simple spirit, if recalled to this 
:-;cene, bid us leave her slun1ber unbroken, and her ashes return again to 
the urn of oblivion. Well may all inquire why, after these many years, 
this stately concourse? Why the recall of these aged companions? 
Why this muster of these heroic veterans? Why these honored women? 
Why should the great State itself turn back through the loftiest century 
of time, to stand in the petson of its governor and officials, in splendid 
ceremony about a wilderness grave? And with solemn voice we answer, 
"'.rhat justice may be done; that wrong may be righted; that truth, 
eternal a the reign of God, may be established." We come, 0 woman 
and mother, here to build our memorial to thee! Thine earthly gar­
ments were damp with the dews of the wilderness! Thy feet were torn 
by the thorns of thy pathway ! Thine eyes were dimmed by the tears of 
thy travaU ! But in thine arms thou didst bear, and ut thy bosom thou 
didst nourish the babe of thy sacrifice, the child of thy toil-him the 
master of his time--the belo>ed of centuries to be--the servant of jus-. 
tice and the liberator of the oppressed. And so, for thine own Ral•e and 
for thy child's sake, we are here to do this fitting honor. I haye often 
wondered whether this pair, Thomas ancl Nancy, fled from the fate of 
Rlavery, with conscious knowledge of its baleful power, or whether their 
flight was simply from conditions not und<'rstood, l>ut not the less in­
tolerable. But be that as it may, •· He rose and took the young child 
and his mother and departed thither." 

llere in Indiana they rested. Here in Indiana she gave that child 
in the sin1ple cabin now gone to ruin, his first lessons. Here, in his 
father's presence, she soweu the seeds of truth and justicP., afterwards 
to mature a mighty harvest. Here she stood and pointed upwal'll, little 
comprehending, if at all, the future that awaited. We can not say 
she did not see anything of that future. What mother who bends over 
nn American babe was ever wholly blind to the possibilities? Duller 
indeeu, than any mother must she hayc been not to have known that 
her caiJin-born child had not equal advantages with the child of the 
plantation. Less than a mother would she have been had she not re­
belled ut the distinction and sought to obviate it. But, in any cvE'nt, 
here she came, and having placed his feet on freedom's soil she yielded 
her blameless life back to the grave. And this is all her story-a short 
null simple annal of the poor. 

But the years passed on. The Nation was in the thl'O<'S of a great 
wa1· for its prolonged existence. At its head was the cltild of this 
woman and over against him the child of the plantation. The sh·u~gle 
was to decidei as the chieftain said, whether a nation dedicated to 
Jiberty could ive or whether a government " of the people, for the 
people, and by the people" should perish from the earth. Was the 
leader equal to the task? Could he save the Nation for righteousness 
and liberty? Whence was his training, and who had laid the moral 
foundations on which be shoulcl stand in this awful struggle? We 
sec the son bowed by a weight of cares such us has rarely fallen on 
human shoulders. He wielded the power and enjoyed the affE'ctlon of a 
great people. Armies moved at his command and navies obeyed his 
orders. Disasters, recurring, filled the earth with loudest clamors 
against him. Calumny belied him and hate spied upon his every act. 
nut ever, l9uder and louder, sounded the bugles of advancing victory. 
In the midst of this vast &trife, in the stress of public trials and the 
pain of personal woe , we hear the worn and weary President, matchless 
orator, great civic leader, emancipator, patriot-he whose lips spoke 
uown rebellion and liberty to the stars-we hear him declare : "All I run 
or may be I owe to my sainted mother." High testimony this, and 
most exalted witness. 

And at last the great war drew to its triumphant close. Its mightiest 
actor, too, approached his end. Behold him surrounded by his friends 
and advisers. He is teLling of all that he hopes for the land of his 
Jove. On him, so speaking, fell the melancholy which he had inherited 
from his mother, and he tells of the dream, which, often recurring, ha!J 
always been a harbinger of some great, grave event. Before victory or 
before disaster had that dream come to him-"A shadowy ship bears 

me rapidly toward a shadowy shore." I sometim<'s fancy that on 
dark barge of the President's dream there waited for him, standiq 
mi_dst tbe dense throng of his dead guards and statesmen who l:wt 
sa_iled before, and who had returned to meet him, this woman, tifs 
wilderness queen, this tallest and stateliest of them all-this motJJer 
whom to-day we honor. The world beyond lias its own mysteries. SO 
to the living they will ever continue. And so we leave them-one ~ 
in Indiana, two in Illinois, in the giasp of the Union, their lives pre­
served-we leave them, son and fathe:: and mother, in equal honor ami 
in eternal peace. 

Mr. President, this being the anniYersary of the birth crf 
Abraham Lincoln, I move, out cf respect to his memory, that the 
Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was unanimously agreed to; and (at 12 o'cloclt 
nnu 55 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until l\1ondar., 
li'Pbrnary 14; 1916, at 12 o'clock meridian. 

I-IOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURD~'I.Y, Febntary 1g, 1916. 

The House met at 12 o'clock noon. 
The Chaplain, Rev. Henry N. Couclen, D. D., offered the .fol­

lowing prayer: 
.- Infinite Spirit, our heaYenly Father, abo>e all, tl1rongh all, and 
in us all, eYer working in nnJ through Thy children for the ad­
\ancement of Thy plans <tnd purposes, we thank Thee that 
gre.'lt men, great thoughts, great deeds live not only in the pages 
of history, in monuments of bronze and granite, but in the light 
of adYancing civilization · that posterity will honor itself in 
honoring its great men in song and story. . 

To-day our heart turns toone of the world's greatest men allll 
would pour itself out in gratitude to Thee for the life, words, and 
deeds of Abraham Lincoln, an apostle of liberty and the preserver 
of our beloved Union. A martyr to the cause he cherished, may 
his example be an inspiration to American patriotism, American 
liberty, American principles. 0 better that a million men should 
die than that one hallowed principle should perish. A patrio~ 
a statesman, a philanthropist, a Christian, "Long may his 
memory li\e and longer yet his deeds inspire our free-born sons 
with patriot fire." Thou, too," Sail on, 0 Ship of State! Sail on. 
0 Union, strong and great!" And songs of praises we will ever 
giye to '.rhee, God of the ages, whose glory shines through the good 
anll the true and poured itself out in love on the Pill of Calvary 
that we might have life and that we might have it more abun­
dantly. Amen. 

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap­
pt·oyed. 

E..'\:TENSION OF TIE~[ARKS ~THE RECORD. 

:ur. HILL. Mr. Speaker--
The SPEAKER. li'or '"hat purpose uoes the gentleman from 

Connecticut rise? . 
l\fr. HILL. l\lr. Speaker, I ue. ire to ask unnnimous consent 

to print in the RECORD a letter, which I hold in my hand, which. 
is an actual in\entory of the productive capacity of the United 
State in dyestuff::;, taken last week by a committee of 29 national 
association..s. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Connecticut asks unan­
imous consent to extend Ius remarks in the llECORD on the sub­
ject describeu. 

1\fr. FITZGERALD. Is the information accurate? 
1\Ir. HILL. It is believed to be accurate, and the names of the 

parties--- · 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The 

Ohair llears none. 
1\lr. l\IOOUE of Pennsylvania. l\lr. Speaker, I ask to haye fue 

arne pri-vilege to extend my remarks in the RECORD on the same 
sub~cL · 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
l\looRE] asks tmanimous consent to extend his remarks on the 
same subject as the gentleman from Connecticut. Is there ob­
jection? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none . . 

CHANGE OF REFEI:ENCE. 

Mr. OAKEY. 1\fr. Speaker--
The SPEAKER For what purpose does the gentleman from 

Connecticut rise? 
1\ir. OAKEY. To ask a change of reference. 
The SPEAKER What kind of a bill is it? 
Mr. OAKEY. It is a bill (H. R. 439) for a post office an<l 

purchase of site, which is now referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and ~ost Roads, and I would like to have it changed 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the chang.J of reference 
is made. [After a pause.] The Chair hears none. 
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EXTENSIO:N OF REMARKS. 

:Me. KENT. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask unanimous consent 
to e.:rtenu my remarks in the ·RECORD by placing therein an 
article which I wrote on the peace situation. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from California asks unani­
mous consent to extend his remarks in the RECORD by inserting 
an article he wrote on the peace situation. Is there objection? 
[After a pause.] The Chair hears none. 

:Mr. CALDWELL. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask unanimous 
consent to extend my remarks in the RECORD on the subject of 
military affairs. I am a member of that committee, and it will 
only be a short matter. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [Mr. CALD­
WELL] asks unanimous consent to extend his remarks in the 
RECORD on the military situation. Is there objection? [After 
a pause.] The Ohair heal's none. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. MARTIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
have the Committee on Naval Affairs discharged from the fur­
ther consideration of the bill H. R. 9045, and that the same 
be referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

The SPEAKEH. 'Vhat bill is it? 
Mr. :MARTIN. This is a bill to authorize the Secretary of 

the Navy to certif-y to the Secretary of the Interim· for restora­
tion to the public domain lands in the State of Louisiana not 
needed for naval purposes. I will state, 1\Ir. Speaker, that the 
bill was submitted to the chairman of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, who examined the same and stated that he had no 
objection to the change of reference being made. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the change of reference 
will be made--

Mr. FITZGERALD. What is it? 
The SPEAKER. From the Committee on Naval Affairs to 

the Public Lands Committee. [After a pause.] The Chair 
hears none. I wish all gentlemen, when they desire to try to 
get a change of reference, would sec the Speaker in advance, so 
be will know what it is. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SEN ATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Waldorf, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed bill of the following title, 
in which the concurrence of the House was requested: 

S. 3391. An act to amend an act entitled "An act for the relief 
of Indians occupying railroad lands in Arizona, New Uexico, 
or California," approved March 4, 1913. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

The SPEAKER. Under the special order the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. RussELL] will read President Lincoln's Gettys-
bmg address. -

Mr. RUSSELL of Missouri, from the Clerk's desk, read Lin­
coln's Gettysburg Address, delivered at the dedication of the 
cemetery at Gettysburg November 19, 1863, as follows: 

" Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth 
on this continent a new Nation, conceived in liberty and dedi­
cated to the proposition that all men are created equal. 

"Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether 
that Nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can 
long endure. We are met on a great battle field of that war. 
We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting 
place for those who here gave their lives that that Nation might 
live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. 

"But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate, we can not conse­
crate, we can not hallow this ground. The brave men, living 
and dead, who struggled here have consecrated it far above our 
poor power to add or detract. The world will little note nor 
long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what 
they did here. It' is for us, the living, rather to be dedicated 
here to the unfinished work which t.hey who fought here have 
thu far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedi-

. cated to the great task remaining before us-that from these 
honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for 
which they gave the last full measure of devotion; that we here 
highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain; 
that this Nation under God shall have a new bh·th of freedom; 
and that government of the people, by the people, for the people 
shall not perish from the earth." 

[Prolonged applause.] 
The SPEAKER. Under the special order the gentleman from 

Illinois [Mr. WHEELER] has 20 minutes in which to address 
the House. [Applause.] 

Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Speaker, " If we could first know 
where we are, and ·whither we are tending, we could better 
judge what to . do and bow to do it.'' 

If Abraham Lincoln were living to~day and occupied the same 
position be once occupied on the floor of this House, be no 
doubt would find ample occasion for uttering those same woi·ds 
whch were included in an address deli...-ered by him before the 
Illinois convention in 1858. 

To me there is in the annals of liberty no greater day than 
February 12, 1809. On that day Abraham Lincoln was brought 
into the world. And on this, the one hundred and seventh an­
niversary of his birth, I, as a Representative chosen by the 
good people of the congressional district wherein he lived, con­
sider it not only a duty but an honor to be able at this time 
and in this place to join in the grateful ach'":Dowledgments of a 
Republic to which he "gave tl1e last full measure of devotion." 

We can not honor, but we can show that we still cherish his 
memory by adding our tributes to that wealth of veneration 
and gratitude which the world this day extends to the savior 
of the Union and the emancipator of a race. 

To all who have had the pleasure of such a rich investment 
of their time as to study the character an,d works of Abraham 
Lincoln, his ever-towering greatness appears more apparent. 
The choicest literature by master minds has been inspired by 
the life of Lincoln, and be would indeed be a bold man who 
would deem himself capable of presenting anything original as 
to his character and his · acts. 

The mellow temperament of tl1is backwoods boy of Kentucky, 
enrich-ed by the hardships of bumble birth, poverty, and toil, 
bas made his life a veritable garden for re earch. 

.As a rail splitter, as a lawyer, as a politician, as a husband 
and father, and, finally, as the bead of a nation, his every word 
and deed bas been subjected to the scrutiny of historians and 
students. And it can be truthfully said that as new generations 
read of his works and study Abraham Lincoln's life the more 
remarkable appears his character. 

Therefore it is but fitting that I here repeat the words of 
Henry Ward Beecher, which he spoke at the death of Abraham 
Lincoln, when he said: 

Not Springfield's, but Dlinols'; not Dllnois', but the Nation's; not 
the Nation's, but the world's, is this man. 

While the name of Lincoln has most frequently been associ­
ated with the preservation of the Union and the emancipation 
of the slaves, I shall not dwell upon his conduct as an official. 
save to reveal certain principles be then expounded and which 
may prove very interesting at this time. 

LI~COLN ADVOCATED NECESSARY PREPAREDNESS. 

Lincoln subordinated all other consideraUons to the one great 
object of saving the Union. With his usual insight into human 
nature, he foresaw the joy with which the privileged classes in 
society would bail the dismemberment of the Republic. 

He saw all too clearly that the western continent would be­
come the prey of the Old World powers if the Union were not 
maintained "one and i.IJ.divisible." 

In a letter to Gov. Seymour, Lincoln said: 
Shall we shrink fro-m the necessary means to maintain our free 

Government which our grandfathers employed to establish it and our 
own fathers have already employed to maintain it? Are we degen­
erate? Has the manhood of our race run out? 

Was not the saving of the Union the greatest act of prepared­
ness in history? 

A chorus of rejoicing among the scions of the monarchies of 
Europe greeted every defeat of the Federal arms, and in our 
darkest hours we heard but one expression from those enemies 
of free institutions: "The bubble Republic bas burst." 

This premature rejoicing was but the prelude to ·a well­
planned program of conquest of the American people by the 
monarchies of the Old World. 

But the preservation of the Union sounded the death knell of 
all such aggressive campaigns. 

HIS SPIRIT ROSE SUPREME, 

And during the hour of his greatest trials, when be was sub­
jected to countless insult<;, indignities, and humiliation, often 
at the hands of those whom be had considered his supporters, 
and even from the members of his own official family, his spirit 
rose supreme: Seward, on a famous occasion, and Ohase, 
repeatedly, were guilty of acts savoring so much of disloyalty 
to their chief that it is almost incomprehensible bow he could 
have ignored them. 

But be overlooked and forgave all. Not one word of per-· 
sonal resentment or rebuke can be found in all his writings and 
speeches. This fact alone has inspired countless orators and 
writers to proclaim his freedom from the faults and failings of 
ordinary humanity. 
4 Feeling that his mission was to save the Union, he unselfishly 
subordinated all other considerations to that one supreme ob· 
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je~ t. If a man appeareti be:~:- ndapted to a certain work, Lincoln 
assigned. him that work an ; ::ept him on it regardless of how 
he himself was treatt?'ll by that man. 

HIS LETTERS Al'\ INSPIRATION TO THE YOUNG. 

It has been said that Franklin's autobiography is the most 
helpful book a young IIlll.n <-ould read to gain inspiration and aid 
in the struggle to make hi!5 way in this world, but without dis­
paraging what Franklin mny have said, there is in certain letters 
of Lincoln more valuable ::dvice than can be found anywhere. 
He had known all the disco:.~ragements and rebuffs which attend 
the efforts of a poor young man, and could therefore speak with 
the-voice of experience and authority. 

With what sanity and chl: l'ity he could advise those who, amid 
almost insurmountable obst .1e;les, struggle to make their way in 
the world, may best be sho ·,vn by a letter he wrote to 'Villiam 
H. Herndon July 10, 1848, "\Yhich was as follows: 

DEAR WILLIA.M: Your letter rovering the newspaper slips was received 
last night. The subject of tbat letter is exceedingly painful to me, 
and I can not but think there is some mistake in your impression of 
the motives of the old men. I suppose I am now one of the old men, 
and I declare on my veracity, which I think is good with you, that 
nothing could afford me more satisfaction than to learn that you and 
others of my young friends at home are doing battle in the contest, 
and endearing themselves to the people, and taking a stand far above 
any I have ever been able to reach in their admiration. 

I can not c.onceh-e that other old men feel differently. Of course I 
can not demonstra te what I say, but I was young once, and I am sure I 
was never ungenerously thrust back. I hardly know what to say. The 
way for a young man to rise is to imprO"ve himself every way he can, 
n ever suspecting that anybody wishes to hinder him.. Allow me to 
assure you that suspicion and jealousy never did help any man in any 
situation. There may sometimes b"e ungenerous attempts to kef'p a 
young man down, and they will succeed, too, if he allows his mind to be 
diverted from its true channel, to brood over the attempted injury. Cast 
about and see if this feeling has not injured every person you have 
ever known to fall into it. 

Now, in what I have said I am· sure you will suspect nothing but sin­
cere friendship. I would save you from a fatal error. You have been 
a laborious, studious young man. You are far better informed on alm-ost 
all subjects than I have ever been. You can not fail in any laudable 
object unless you allow your mind to be improperly directed. I have 
somewhat the advantage of you in the world's experience, merely by 
being older, and it is this that induces me to advise. 

TOWERED ABOVE HIS ADVERSARIES. 

Another striking trait of his character is revealed by Nicolay 
and Hay, when, after describing the duel with Gen. Shields, 
they say: 

Although the rest of his life was passed in hot and earnest debate, 
he nev-:!r again descended to the level of his adversaries, who would 

• gladly enough have resorted to unseemly wrangling. In later years it 
became his duty to give an official reprimand to a young officer who 
had been court-martialed for a quarrel with one of his associates. 

The reprimand is probably the gentlest recorded in the annals of 
penal discourses, and it shows in few words the principles which ruled 
the conduct of this great and peaceable man. It has never before been 
published and it deserves to be written in letters of gold on the walls 
-of every gymnasium and college : 

" The ·advice of a father to his son, ' Beware of entrance to a quarrel, 
bu'- being in, bear it that the opposed may beware of thee," is good, 
but not the best. Quarrel not at all. No man resolved to make the 
most of himself can spare time tor personal contention. Still less can 
he afford to take all the consequences, including the vitiating of his 
temoer and the loss of self-control. Yield larger things to which you 
can~ show no more than equal right ; and yield lesser ones, though 
clearly your own. Better give your path to a. dog than be bitten by 
him in contesting for the right. Even killing the dog would not cure 
the bite." 

Who can estimate the good which the rising generation may 
reap from the s.tudy and contemplation of such a noble charac­
ter? The lesson of his early struggles remains an inspiration 
and encouragement to the youth of all climes and ages. In 
view of the educational advantages enjoyed by those of to-day, 
it is difficult to appreciate the obstacles which he met and con­
quered. His life is one long confirmation of the truth, that 
genius is a combination of untiring application and unquench­
able ambition. 

Possessing none of the advantages of a college education, he 
nevertheless towered intellectually above all the statesmen of 
his time. This may have been lost sight of by many owing· to 
the fact that we have learned to dwell on his all-comprehending 
heart, rather than on his superb intellect. 

For his heart was as tender as a woman's. [Applause.] His 
public and private life is one long record of acts of mercy. His 
inability to resist the appeal of a father or mother in behalf of 
n soMier boy senteneed. to death for some default of duty kept 
him in constant trouble with his Secretary of War. But how 
many now bless his name for those acts of mercy! [Applause.] 

LIVING TESTlMONIALS OF HIS CHARACT.Ell. 

Before concluding my remarks I should forego a great pleas­
ure if I failed to voice the deep satisfaction of the citizens of 
Springfield that they are still blessed with the presence and 
companionship of two men who were honored by Lin-coln with 
his deepest confidenee and lasting frienuship. I refer te Mr. 

John W. Bunn and Dr. William Jayne. Through the c-on"\."et-sn.­
tions and reminiscences of these estimable gentlemen we are 
brought into direct contact with the spirit of the great emanci­
pator, and those who visit the home of Lincoln would find it a 
rare and never-to-be~forgotten privilege to meet these patri­
archs, who, by reason of their long and intimate acquaintance 
with him, can picture the man more vividly than could any 
printed page. 

An apostle of truth, an apostle of mercy, an apostle of liberty, 
language is pitifully poor when we seek to describe him. 

Future ages will produce great statesmen and patriots, but 
th~ ~·typical American" has come and gone. With ever-widen­
ing circles on the sea of time, his fame will grow. In all ages 
the devotees of liberty will repair to his tomb as to a shrine. 
[Loud applause.] 

The SPEAKER. Under the special order, the gentleman from 
illinois [Mr. RoDENBERG] will address the House for 20 minutes. 
[Applause.] 

Mr. RODENBERG. Mr. Speaker, fivescore and seven years 
ago to-day the- star of destiny shone resplendent over the cradle 
of an infant boy who, in the years to follow, was to be ac, 
elai.me.d by history as one of America's grandest contributions 
to the world's heritage of great and noble men. On that day, in 
a cabin home. amid th-e hills of Kentucky, Abraham Lincoln 
was born, and on this anniversary of his birth the memory of 
that great and. Godlike life thrills the soul of every American, 
giving him an inspiration of true nobility. [Applause.] 

Abraham Lincoln ! What a flood of mighty memories is 
awakened by that name. What a glorious panorama of patri­
otic achievement it presents to view. How it seems to fathom 
the very depths of duty and devotion, the innermost springs of 
sympathy and of sonow. As we pronounce it reverently to­
day the t1·ials and tragedies and triumphs of the Nation's su­
premest straggle pass again in review before us and, rising 
above the stress and strife of conflict, grand an<l majespc, like 
some tall cliff "that .midway leaves the storm," we behold the 
()ne great central figure of that epoeh of heroism, the one never~ 
failing beacon light of national patriotism--our Lincoln-the 
world's Lincoln. [Applause.] 

As I attempt te-day to pay tl'ibute to a personality so great, 
a character so gr.and, so complex, and yet so simple, I am over­
whelmed with a sense of my inability to do even partial justice 
to his name and fame. I shall content myself, therefore, with 
a brief reference to a few of his great traits of character which 
I believe have left a profound and lasting impression upon the 
American mind. 

Why is it that no other name in the long roll of distinguished 
American statesmen stirs the heart of the Nation so deeply as 
that of Abraham Lincoln? Orators never weary of singing his 
praise, and hearers never tire of listening. Books on Lincoln 
multiply each year, and interest in them never flags. Every 
trivial relic of his homely life, every scrap of his writing, every 
prophetic saying, every jest, every anecdote, is treasured to-day 
by the peopl-e and bequeathed by them "as a rich legacy unto 
their issue." 

It is not enough to say that Lincoln was a wise and patriotic 
President w..ho died a martyr to a great cause. We have had 
othe1· wise and devoted Presidents, and he is net the only martyr; 
but there is only one Lincoln. Washington we reverence, .Jack­
son we admire, Lincoln we love. His memory is enshrined more 
deeply in the heart of the Nation than that of any other lll1ll1. 
and there is none so close as he to the source of tears and of 
emotion. 

This can not be explained by the fact that Lincoln rose by 
manly effort from the humblest ranks of backwoods life to the 
highest position in the gift of any people. It can not be accounted 
far by the fact that he was a noble emOOdi..ment of that splendid 
spirit of self-reliance that is b:red of generations of Lonely 
struggle under the shadow of the forest primeval. It is not even 
beeause he signed the great proclamation of eman-cipation. 

These things are a part of the reason for th-e esteem in which 
we hold Lincoln, and so are his inexhaustible humer, his intense 
earnestness, his tireless industry, lds honesty and fairness, his 
courage, and his steadfastness of purpose. His homely .and unaf­
fected words and ways had something to d.o with his popularity, 
and so had his sturdy common sense. But not all of these ster­
ling traits eould Irnlke a Lincoln witheut something additional ; 
nor _is the secret revealed by naming wh..'l-t is usua lly regarded as 
the crowning trait of his magnificent charaeter-the fact tha.t 
he always sought the right as God gave him to see the right, 
and that he devoted his life to a steadfast pursu:mce of it when 
once he was· convinced he had found it This wiJ I e.~ lain much, 
but it will never explain the fl.ood of tender emotion that wells 
up from American hea.rts at mention of J1is in.ro1uparable n..'Ulle. 
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1\fr. Speaket·, I belie>e that the true secret of our love for 
Lincoln ,,.as his own love for hiS fellow man. [Applause.] In 
his ungainly, giant form there was a heart of infinite human sym­
pathy, and this it was that illumined all his other traits of great­
ness and has made the imperishable halo that lingers around his 
head. [Applause.] Without these be might have achieved great­
ness, might have become Presillent, might have freed the slaves 
as a political necessity, might even have brought the war to a 
successful close, and have fallen a victim to an assas~in's bullet, 
and yet we should not to-day be speaking of him as we do. It 
is this one supreme trait of human sympathy that carries his 

- name out of the realm of intellect into that of emotion. [Ap­
plause.] 

It was this same deep human sympathy that caused Lincoln 
to hate slavery and to throw all of the power of his logic and 
eloquence-against it. It was this, tpo, that enabled him to hold 
that marvelous balance of judgment which could put the Union 
above all else and coi1ld hold back ·emancipation until the right 
time. He could put himself in the place of the citizen of the 
border States and feel that any radical move would imperil the 
cause of freedom itself. This note of human sympathy sounded 
forth in his first inaugural; it ran throughout his relations with 
the soldiers during the great war, and animated his last acts 
as it had his first. The soldiers fighting on the field and dying 
in the hospital thought of him, and they said to each other: " He­
cares ! He makes us fight, but be cares " ; and they fought on as 
they never would have fought without that warmth of feeling 
for the head of the Nation. 

Looking at the matter from any aspect and at any period of 
Lincoln's life, the prime cr.use of his greatness and of our pres­
ent re>erence for him is the fact that he was human in the best 
and truest sense of that fine word, and this is reason enough 
why the Nation lo\es the ·name of Abraham Lincoln. [Ap­
plause. ] 

Mr. Speaker, the fast-falling shadows of the past leaye few 
names of men not enshrouded by tlleir gloom. 1\Iany of the 
heroes of to-day will be lost to sight in the dimness of the ap­
proaching twilight. To-morrow's sun will lighten up new 
shrines surrounded by tirele s hosts of hero worshipers. As 
we look toward the past, earth's greatest heroes seem in strangest 
company-Christ and the condemned men; the missionary and 
the caunibnl, Lincoln and the despised black man-there they 
stand together in the crowd, on Cahary, surrounded by jeering 
multitudes; but to-day they are together among the immortals. 
[Apr1lause.] The e saviors of the race wili never be forgotten. 
Lincoln's heart solved more problems than his brain. His very 
gentleness made him the great emancipator, reconciler, the com­
posite character of the American people. Hope, which is the 
prophet in every hemt, was king and priest besides in his. It 
ruled his life and con ·ecrate<l his deeds. Other men turned 
their backs in despair on the Republic's future; he, through 
den. est darknes , saw with prescient light and gaze the glory 
of the coming dawn. [Applause.] 

In ti1e city of Springfield, in beautiful Oak Ridge Cemetery, 
he sleeps the sleep of eternity. 1\Iany are the times that I have 
stood with bowed he..'1d beside that sacred tomb and thought of 
the great soul that once inhabited -the tenement of clay now 
moldering into the dust from whence it came. And standing 
there in tile presence of the mighty dead, my faith in humanity 
has been strengthened and my confidence in the perpetuity of the 
Republic and its glorious destiny has been made secure. [Ap-
plause.] -

History tells us that when Robert Bruce, King of Scotlantl, 
was dying he asked that his heart be remo>ed from his body 
:mel borne by knightly hands to the sacred sepulcher of the 
Savior. Upon his death the Earl of Douglas, his trusted friend 
and companion, removed the heart from the body, placed it in a 
beautiful golden casket, and, surrounding himself with a number 
of brave young Scotch warriors, they set out on their holy mis­
sion. On the way they were attacked by a large body of l\loors. 
who almost overcame them by force of superior numbers. When 
defeat seemed almost certain, Douglas took in his hand the 
sacred casket and hurled it far out into the midst of the enemy, 
shouting: 

Lead on, heart of Bruce, 
We follow thee ! 

Anti the knights of Scotland, never having been defeated when 
following the leadership of Bruce, took new courage. They 
rushed upon the enemy \Vith the fury of the whirlwind and 
gained tJ1e day. [Applause.] _ 

To-<lny when those who, unmindful of the spirit that animated 
the founders of this Republic, would fan the flames of racial 
fl.UT nnd kindle into life the dying embers of bigotry and intoler­
ance ; when those who, for bnse and ignoble purposes of self­
e~·ploitation, would place the branu of treason upon the bro-ws of 

men whose loyalty and devotion in the darkest days of the 
Nation's life were ne\er questioned-to-day, when the enemies of 
that broader anti better fratern:1lism, which lies at the Ycry 
foundation of national peace and national unity, are advancing 
upon us, the true and loyal citizens of this llepnblic, of whatever 
creed or ancestry, catching the inspiration tbnt breathes upon 
them from the glorious memories of the past, with true American 
patriotism will take in their hand the-great iieart of Abrahnm 
Lincoln, inca e it in their love, and hurl it far out into the midst 
of the enemy, shouting: 

Lead on, heart of Lincoln, 
We follow thee; 
We follow thee! 

[Prolongetl applause.] 
1\Ir. SCHALL. 1\lr. Speaker, I h. ·k _the indulgence of the 

House for five minutes. 
The SPEAKER The gentleman from Minnesota [1\Ir: 

ScHALL] asks unanimous consent to procee<l for five minutes. Is 
there objection? 

There was no objection. 
l\lr. SCHALL. !\Il'. Speaker, as I listened to the eloquent 

eulogies given by the gentlemen from Illinois I wa stirred 
and impe1led to a. k the privilege to contribute my mite to the 
memory of the greatest American, whom-

Nature of f.tuff untainted shaped a hero new, · 
~trong, stcadf::tst in the faith of God, and tt·ue. 

Upon the anniversary of his birth we, for a moment, turn our 
grateful thoughts back and renew, through his character, om· 
devotion to a noble land. [App1uu-·e.] On April 14, 18G5, fell 
by an assassin's bullet the ideal of American patriotism; the 
man who for four long rears stood between the Nation and her 
foes; he who knew not "'·hether the morrow's sun would ris1~ 
on a Union of free men or on the ·shattered fragments of a once 
glorious Union; he \Yho clro\e rebellion from the land and gaYe 
the Nation under God a new birth. At a time "·hen men we1·e 
blinded by passion and prejudice; when brother was pitted 
against brother and father again t son; when tie.· of friend ·hip, 
home, and family were broken as a thread ; when all was con­
fusell, -discordant, and unnatural, he was-

[Applau c.] 

Constant as the northern star, 
Of whose true-fixed and resting quality 
There is no fellow in the firmament. 

The skies are covered by- innumerable stars, and each uoth glow, but 
there is but one that holds his place. _ 

He was offered up, a sacrifice to freedom, and by his death the 
Nation was bound again in union-the boys of the blue, who 
fought his battles, and the boys of the gray, who r Sl'ected theit· 
conquerer. The fame which gilt!· the name of 'Vasbington i ~ 
no more enduring than that which loving hearts yield him who, 
at the cost of his own life, became the saYior of hi· couuh·y. 
[Applause.] 

Years ha>e pa,.sed. Generations have come and gone, ancl 
still the name of Lincoln is a household word. "Age can not. 
wither it, nor custom stale its infinite variety," its human in­
terest. Upon youth will fall the snows of life's coming winter ·. 
Furrows will cross their brows, and hearts beat slow near the 
verge of the grave, but the inspiration of that devoted life 
will stand a beacon light to tho ·e who come, as it did to tho e 
who lived and fougllt with him the battle of ti1e Union. [AI1-
p1anse.] 

POST o :FFICE .ll'PROPRIATIOXS. 

On motion of 1\lr. l\foo~, the House re. olYe<l itself into the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of tlle Union for l.he 
further consideration of the Post Office appro11riatiou bill, H. n. 
10484, with 1\lr. RAil\""EY in the chair. 

Mr. STEENERSON. I yield 35 minutes to the gentleman 
from North Carolina [1\Ir. BRITT], a member of the committe . 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from North Carolina is 
recognized for 35 minutes. 

1\fr. BRITT. l\fr. Chairman, I shall occupy a few minutes of 
the time of the committee in . ubruitting ·ome observations on 
the pending bill, which I intend to upport when it comes to a 
vote in the House. I call attention to page 3 of the Po ·tm:1 t.er 
General's annual report for the fiscal year 1015. • 

But before making these collllllents let me say that they nl'e 
not made for the pm·pose of indulging in partisan critici. ·m of 
either the Postmaster General, his subordinates, or the Po 't 
Office Department. They are made for the purpose of callin~ 
attention to a few fucts and conditions in which it seem. to me 
not only this committee but this House and tlle whole countQ·­
are interested. 

The post-office establishment is the largest single ciYil go>­
ernmental agency in the world. It employs more than 300,000 
men and women in its administration. It concerns the home 
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life of every man, woman, and child in the United States. It is 
that special department of goveriunent in which all the people 
are vitally concerned. 

As for the present Postmaster General and his assistants, let 
me say, in order that my words may not be misinterpreted, that 
I have received from them at all times the most courteous con­
sideration, and therefore my remarks are not biased by any 
personal pique or resentment. · 

A great deal has been said about the annual surpluses and 
deficits in the postal treasury for the past 10 or 15 years. It 
is a subject in which we are all interested, about which there 
has been much vain show, and concerning which there have been 
many unfounded claims. 

I think it unwise and highly impolitic for the Post Office De­
partment, whether conducted by Republicans or Democrats to 
lay its chief stress upon the red lines of the postal ledgers at 'the 
end of the fiscal year, or to boast of a few thousand saved as in 
favor of one administration against another. I think it is 
time that everybody should understand that, whatever party 
controls, the mere fact of a slight balance in favor of the incum­
bent administration is not the question that most concerns the 
public. Efficienecy should go far above the mere question of 
showing a slightly favorable balance. 

Of course there should not be a dollar wasted or a penny 
recklessly spent, and, under wise laws and sound administra­
tions, the postal establishment will usually be self-supporting; 
but whether the income is a few millions above or below the 
expenditure is not the prime question, and the sooner our p~stal 
officials get rid of this policy of n. surplus at the cost of efficiency 
the better it will be for the American people. They ouO'ht to 
learn and practice the maxim that the best economy i; wise 
spending. 

The average American is intensely interested that his letters 
sha.ll be rec~ived with promptness, carried with dispatch, and 
dehvered with certainty; nor is he primarily concerned as to 
the political beliefs of the particular public servant who per-
forms the task. · 

From the report of the Postmaster General it appears that 
for the fiscal year 1911 .there was a surplus of $219,000; for the 
fiscal year 1912, a de~"clt of $1,785,000; for the fiscal year 1913, 
a surplus of $4,510,000; for the fiscal year 1914, a surplus of 
~4,376,000; but for t~e fiscal year 1915, a deficit of $11,337,000 
IS shown. I have omitted the terminal figures that I might not 
weary you with details. 

There has been much unseemly discussion between the pres­
ent and the last postal administration as to whether the audited 
balances were, in fact, th3 real balances. It ought readily to 
appear that no other balance or deficit can be shown by the ex­
hibit at the end of the fiscal year except that which is shown 
by the difference between the audited receipts and expenditures 
of th: Post Office. Department. There are, and from the very 
nature of the serVIce mu..;;;t be, a large number of continuing and 
unclosed accounts which can not be bn.lanced at the end of the 
year, which can not even be closed within the next quarter but 
which must await the expiration of a considerable period of 'time 
before any true exhibit can be shown. This part of the de­
partment's business can not be properly shown at the end of the 
fiscal year as either a deficit or a surplus. It is, therefore, true 
gentlemen of the committee, that the only balance which can b~ 
shown under either a Republican or a Democratic administra­
tion. at the e:'"d of the fiscal year is the audited surplus, or the 
audi~e_d d~ficit, and the fi?Ures must be correct in each case. 
and It follows that there IS no real point to the advantage of 
either, or any particular credit, in claiming that a system which 
bas been followed from the beginning of the Government does 
not show relatively the condition of the postal finances this be­
in~ all that can be certainly known, no human unde~standing 
bemg able to forecast exactly what a prospective service will 
cost or what the final balance will be. 

I~ is proper that I should say here that there are other items 
which s~ould be taken into account, which have not been 
brought mto these balances by any administration at any time 
If we are going in for exact fiscal balances in the Post Offi.c~ 
Department, we ought to go to the public buildings of the United 
States which are used in whole or in part by the service and 
charge to the department that part of the building space of 
~e lighting, h~ting, and janitorial service, and every other 
Item of expense mcurred. for the service. If we desire to show 
an exact balance, we should put these items in our exhibit of 
receipts and expenditures. 

Not only that, gentlemen, but the immense amount of free 
mail. which is carried and delivered by the service, without any 
credit whatever, should be taken into account. 

t hold in my hand an extract frQill an address delivered by 
me. at Atl~ntic City, N. J"., on the 5th day of September, 1912, 
which I will ask leave to print in the RECORD as a part of my 
remarks, in which I discuss the various aspects of the free-mall 
privilege. and show by figures, approximately correct, that 
nearly $20,000,000 annually is lost to the Post Office Department 
by carrying the various classes of free mail, all of which should 
be taken into account if it is the purpose of the department to 
show the exact balance at a given time. 

I have mentioned these facts that you may see that there are 
item~ .wl).ic~ have .not been brought into these exhibits by any 
administration which should be brought in if we intend to show 
an absolutely correct postal balance. Until that time we are 
left to the inferen~e. which is a reasonable one, that, whether 
the figures are made by the one administration or the other, 
they are correct, and no deduction of bad adminisb·ation can 
rightly be made from them without the risk of an injustice to 
the one or the other or to both. 

I ~sist that we ought to change the method of showing the 
carriage of our fi·ee mail. The service of all the executive, 
legislative, and judicial departments, as well as the various inde­
pendent establishments o-f the Government, should be permitted, 
as they now a1'e, to conduct their business free of postage 
charge, but there ought to be, I insist,. some system by which 
an account could be kept of what the income to the Govern­
ment would be in case all these various establishments were 
required to place postage stamps on their mail matter, and 
this ought to be given as a credit to the postal establishment, 
and made to appear in its annual statement; that is, if we are 
going to undertake to. show exactly what the true balance is. 
The issuanc~ for that purpose of free postage stf,illlps, or of 
envelopes with stamps impressed, to be accounted for by the 
public official using them, would be a simple solution of the 
problem. 

A good deal has been said, and probably much more will be 
said, upon the floor of this House as to the provision of the 
pending bill, which changes the basis of pay of the railway 
companies carrying the United States mail. Unlike my dis­
tinguished friend from Tennessee Mr. MooN, I have seen no 
powerful railroad lobby. So far as I know, the raili-oads have 
done nothing but honestly and earnestly presented their case. 
I know this to be an important question. We who are members 
of the Postal Committee know with what intense interest, with 
what high intelligence, and with what honest purpose it was 
discussed before the committee; how deeply it has concerned 
both the Post Office Department and the raih·oad companies, 
each represented by persons of very high intelligence, and I 
am sure, inspired by rightful purposes. ' 

The question which concerns me at this moment, and which 
I am sure c<;mcerns every Member of this House, is that we 
shall do exact justice to the people at large, on the one hand, 
and, on the other hand, to that portion of the people comprised 
in these corporate bodies-the railroads of the United States. 
So far as I know, so far as I have heard, and so far as I believe 
there is no member of the Postal Committee, no Member of 
this House, who would knowingly do the slightest injury to the 
railway b·ansportation companies of the country, to whom we 
must, by custom and of necessity, commit the carriage of the 
mails of the United States. Let me add a word to what my 
distinguished friend from Illinois Mr. ?liAnnEN said yesterday. 
It is a question with which everyone should deal in the utmost 
frankness, with the most open candor. The ra.ih·oads should 
be dealt with just as any other citizen of the United States 
whether individual or corporate, is dealt with. They are en~ 
titled to that, and they are entitled to no more. They should 
ask for no more, and no less should be given them. I have 
no more respect for the man who wants to injure the railroads 
because they chance to be, iii some instances, large aggregations 
of capital than I have for the representative of the railroads 
who, because of their great strength and importance, seeks for 
them an advantage over the plain, every-day citizen of the 
country. This Congr~ss is big enough to do them justice; they 
are big enough to be content with justice. We owe them, gen­
tlemen of the committee, just what we owe everybody, to deal 
with them openly, candidly, and honestly. 

It was asked yesterday by the distinguished gentleman from 
Connectic~t [Mr. HILL] whether this bill provided for ample 
protection for the railroads in the matter of review of rates 
by the Interstate Commerce Commission. I call the · attention 
of the commlttee to line 2, page ·49, of the bill, where the fol1ow­
ing language occurs : 

For the purpose o-f such investigations the Interstate Commerce 
Commission shall have all powers which- it is now authorized to exer­
cise in the investigation of the reasonableness of rates, and the Post-

-
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master C:eneral sball supply such information regarcling the mail service 
as may be requested by the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

It seems to me that the language c ulU not be more explicit, 
that the powet· could not be more plenary. It gi"'es every right 
of inquiry; it gives e"Very power of review; it leaves nothing 
which this great commi sion, a eommisslon clothed with legis­
lath-e, executive, and judicial powers, would need in order to do 
justice botll to the people and to the railroads. And if we 
have fixed an hones t rate, and we belie"'e we have, tllen we have 
Llone justice to the railroads, but if we ha"'e made a mistake 
we have provided that the commission may re"'iew our mtes, 
and, 11pon proper facts, shall pay to the railroads at any future 
time the pay to which they are entitled. If I could l>e brought 
to l>elieve that thi bill would not do that I should not vote for it. 
We were told that this review was what was desired, but we 
wet·e al o toW that Congress should yield all power to the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, but as representatives of the 
people we did not feel that all power should be yielded, but that 
proyi ion should be made for the correction of any possible 
mistake that we might make. 

I do not think a wi er provision could have been made in the 
bill for the protection of the rights of all the parties in interest. 
En~r.v fact was weighed with the utmost care, weighed with­
out prejudice toward any, and if it is found that the committee 
has erred against · the railroads, I, for one, will be willing to 
hasten to correct the mistake. 

There is one other part of the bill to which I desire to direct 
attention, and that i the proYision for the payment of the 
star and rural route serYice of the country. All the people are 
Yitally interested in this part of the bill. I want to say here 
that · the peop 1 e of tbe rural sections, those who are served by 
the star routes and the rural routes, are not receiving their 
proportionate part of the benefits of the Po ·tal SerYice rela­
tiYely to what is done for the people of the cities and towns. 
I haYe no complaint to make of the fact that in the city of 
New York the people's mail is delivered at their doors nine 
times n day. I am proud that in my own city of Ashville it 
is delivered two or three times a day, but I am not satisfied that 
so many 'portions of the counh·y are still without delivery more 
than once a. week, and in many instances not e"'en that often. 
What I ask is not so much a change of the law, but a change of 
the rule of construction, the law of interpretation. Let me 
_illustrate. Some years ago, under the last adminish·ation, it 
was my duty as an Assistant Postmaster General to consh·ue 
the Jaw awarding the second-class mail privilege to newspapers 
ancl magazines. I found upon my induction into office a. hard­
and-fast rule which had been in existence for many years, 
mainly under the administration of my own party, by which 
''henever an application was made for the second-class mail 
pri\ilege by a newspaper or a magazine, or a request was made 
to continue it, the rule of construction was to see if the bureau 
could not so construe fl.nd interpret the I a w as to deny the 
prinlege. 

I proceeded to reYerse the rule of construction, nnd imme­
diately turned it al>out, and gave direction that, since the 
.Congress had made this law, had given this privilege to the 
newspapers and magazines, some 30,000 in munber, it evi­
dently intended them to ha"'e it. Therefore there was an order 
of instruction issued that if they could, under the tei.·ms of 
the statute, accord the privilege, always to giYe it and ne\er 
to withhold it. The result was that the docket was cleared 
of hundreds of cases almost summarily, because they were 
not generally founded upon merit. Peace was brought about 
between the Post Office Department and the newspapers and 
periodicals of the country, and justice was done to the small 
ones ns well as the large ones in so far as related to the 
classification of their mail matter. I ask to-day, and I say 
it with perfect respect to every postal official-as I believe 
them to be high-minded men, not intending to deny anyone 
his rights under the law-that I want them to change the 
rule of interpretation, and when the people of a community 
ask for a. rural route or a star route not to resolve the facts 
against their petition, but to give them a liberal rule of con­
struction, and resolve the facts, if possible, in fa n)r of their 
petition. Tlley are entitled to it. [Applause.] But, gentle­
men, I go further; not only ought they to resolve the rule in 
f:wor of tbc petitioner and give him his mail, if r~'lsonably 
possible, but they ought affirmati>ely, on their own motion, to 
go and survey the route and giYe it to tile people, because this 
Congress, in voting these great appropriations for that pur­
pose, intended that the people shall h:we the benefit of the 
mail in the rural and star route sections of the country. Let 
u -, ·ee if that is what we now mean. Let us inquire whether it is 
any less than what '"e mean. 

Gentlemen, if a complaint comes here from one of our citie · 
we al'e sensitively responsiYe to that complaint. It comes from 
the center of intelligence and wealtl1, from the midst of tile 
ne\Yspapers, and we respond quickly to the deman<l; and I ask 
that we shall go out into the l'ural sections, among the timid 
masses, yet a most re pectable and deserving class, and affirma­
tively, on our own motion, have the agents of the GoYernment, 
through the Post Office Department, inquire whether this com­
munity is not, under the law, entitled to a star route or a 
rural route, and that every representation of the petition anll 
inyestigation should be taken into account, not for the purpose 
of keeping the star route or the rural route from l>eing allowed, 
but with the determined purpose, if possible, of gh·ing it to the 
people of the country. 

:Mr. BLACK. Will the gentleman yielcl? 
:Mr. BRIT'r. I shall be delighted. 
1\Ir. BLACK. Is it not true that the policy of the Po tmastcr 

General has recently been changed in reference to rural routes, 
and that he does hot now require a petition to be filed with 
his depru·tment? 

l\1r. BRITT. As to the petition, amt is true. One more word. 
on that line, gentlemen. As was disclosed l>y the gentleman 
from 'Vyoming [Mr. l\IoxDELL], Jong distances and a sparcely 
settled country ask for a star route. It is not a paying propo­
sition. It can not pay ; we know that, and therefore it is easy 
to make the bond too big. There is no difficulty in rulin~ 
against the proposition, but I trust I shall not be mi understood. 
I do not mean to say that this was done with partiality. That 
is not my purpose, but I am addressing myself to the rule, and 
I belie>e the rule is admirustered honestly, and that Mr. :MoN­
DELL or myself would get as much as you gentlemen of the 
majority would get, and I do not wish it to be understood that 
I am making a partisan criticism in oi·der to get to strike the 
Po t Office Department. Far from it. 

Mr. SMITH of Idaho. Will the gentlemnn yiehl? 
1\Ir. BRI'l"'T. Certainly. 
1\Ir. SMITH of Idaho. Is it not a fact under this adminis­

ration that many star routes have been abandoned because 
of the expense of carrying the mail, some of which Lad been 
in existence for 30 years? These people are certainly entitlell 
to mail facilities. They are aiding in settling up the conntry. 

:Mr. BRITT. It is a fact that quite a number ha.\e l>een 
abandoned. A word more on that line and I am throu"'h. 'Ve 
ought to bring into this House a bill to r lieYe this situation. 

Mr. MOON. Will the gentleman permit an intern1ption . nt 
that point? 

1\lr. BRITT. Certainly. 
1\lr. MOON. I understood the gentleman to say in reply to 

the gentleman from Idaho that a great number of star routes 
had been abandoned. 

Mr. BRI'l"'T. Not a great number, but a number. 
l\lr. :MOON. Was that for the purpose of incrensing the rural 

routes in order to take the place of them? 
l\Ir. BRITT. In some instances; yes. 
1\Ir. SMITH of Idaho. If the gentleman will permit, there 

are many routes in the intermountain States which ha,-e l>een 
abandoned because of the expense of carrying the mail, which 
routes had been in existence for 2u nn<l 30 years, and the 1 eo­
ple ha\e not had their mail brought to them; on the contrary, 
some of them have to go 30 miles to a post office. 

1\!r. BRITT. And often with no mail seryice at all. 
1\Ir. Sl\IITH of Idaho. No mail service at all in many in­

stances, except as stated. 
1\lr. MOON. I do not know personally nbout this, but I think 

the department differs with the gentleman a.l>out that. 
1\Ir. BRITT. I only mention the case of l\Ir. 1\loNDELL's dis­

trict because I chance to have heard the facts in that particu­
lar instance. I have no doubt there are similar conditions else­
where, as I know there are in my district, while in the cities, if 
I may call the beautiful towns in my district such, the sel'Yice 
is all they are entitled to, and we there ha Ye no ground of 
complaint, and we ·do not make any, but when men make a 
day's journey to me, a long day's trip, through the mud to intet·­
cede with me to try to make provision if I can, either by lnw 
or through the department, for the mail to go to them at lea ·t 
once a week, in a splendid farming section of the country, 
among people that I know to be as patriotic as any in thi~ 
country, my interests are enlisted and I should not be worthy 
to represent them if I did not feel interested. 

l\It·. SMITH of Idaho. 'Vill the gentleman permit another 
interruption? 

l\fr. BRITT. Certainly. 
:Mr. Sl\HTH of Idaho. Doe. · not tlw gentleman think the 

Go,emment would save a great deal of money in contracting 
for star-route senice if it aclhere<l to tlte contract, especially 
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in regard to the length of time? Is it not a fact that the Gov­
erllmf'nt contracts with carriers for a four-year term, and very 
fre(luently arbitrarily disregards the terms of the contract and 
asks a readvertisement, and especially in the event they ha-re 
lll iule some mistake in classification of the mail on star routes, or 
in the e,·ent they want to change the route? In some instances 
t11e contract is abrogated after a few months and the service 
reathertizeu regardless of the fact that the contractor has gone 
to the expense of equipping himself with wagons, horses, and 
so fortll, to perform the service by reason of which he stands to 
loY<e sc,·cral thousand dollars. 

:;u1·. BRITT. I understand that to be the case in some in­
st.an<:e ··. 

~t:r. ~~liTH of Illaho. One reason ·why these contractors bid 
so hi6h is lJecause of the fact that there is a provision in the 
co11trnd that t11e contract can. be se-rered by the Go-rernment on 
30 days' notice, and they ha\e to anticipate the possible sever­
anc0 of the contract in making their bid. 

l\Ir. MOON. You speak of that condition in Idaho? 
l\fl'. S-:\.IITH of Idaho. And pos ibly elsewhere; but I know 

of tll: ·pe cases in Idaho, one where they arbitrarily changed the 
route, and another where they made a change in the classifica­
tion of the mail and made an advertisement, and a new bidder 
car.tP nnc1 bid a few dollars less and got the contract, and the 
ne\\" eoutractor, who had only carried the mail for six month~, 
lo.t $:tooo in equipment. 

l\fr. :\IOON. But you stilllla\e tlle mail serrice? 
::\Ir. S?;IITH of Idaho. Yes; but tlw new contractor is now 

tryinf: to throw it up. 
l\£r. ~lOOX Do you recollect bow 1nnny rural routes ba\e 

IK'en :Hltleu in the 12 months. I am asking that question of the 
gentlt>mnn from North Carolina [Mr. BRITT]. 

l\11'. BRITT. I do not have the exact figures, but I know that 
a nuJHIJer llave been added. The number is stated in the Post­
m:t. 't<'r General's report. 

l\fr. )100N. There are se-reral thousand more than '"e hare 
h~<l ht>f01·e. 

~\fr. BRITT. I want to say in regard to the pending lJill 
tll;tt l think it is upon the whole a -rery good bill. I shall 
. upp{wt it, but I think we should bring into this House a 
measure \Yhich "·ill provide that the rule of construction which 
I lla ,. ' described shall be changed, so that all the facts and cir­
cnm,.;tances shall be resolved jn favor of the application and 
not n.gainst it, except where they are \ery strong, so that the 
people of the country shall ba\e the full benefits of the mail. 
'r!l('ir we1l-being, gentlemen, depends upon it. The education 
nuu iraining of their children is involved in it. Much of thei r 
happi ne ·s dapends upon it. It is a matter of great concern to 
them. I yield to no man in this House or upon this committee 
in his willingnes to cooperate with the Post Office· Depart­
ment. I refuse to criticize it in any unjust or improper way. 
It is my ·duty to nid it, and I am willing to do so. I think the 
Po~tHlnster General and his assistants and this committee 
shoultl cooperati\ely and sympathetically work together. This 
p;rent establishment is too large for any one person to know all 
the fncts and circumstances concerning it, -and the committee 
and the department anti this House ought to sympathetically 
and without partisan purpose look into every important condi­
tion in relation to the service ::mel see wherein we can improve 
it and in how many more places we can carry the mail to tile 
door of the plain man of the countl·y who does not to-day re­
ceiw it. 

I am not saying that the service in this particular is wot·se 
tluw it has been nnuer former administrations. I am not 
presenting these facts and urging these propositions in order 
to compnre one administration with another unfavorably. I 
~lm urging it as an actual necessity, from personal knowledcre 
and I believe that the great interest the Postal Committee fe~l~ 
in the subject and this House feels in it will result, through 
the cooperation of the Post Office Department, in such a fair 
and equitable distribp.tion of the mail facilities as will leave no 
man with a well-founded ground of complaint that be is not 
r<'cciving the equal benefits of the service at all times. 
[Applnuse.] 

l\Ir. KEARNS. 1\lr. Chairman, does the gentleman belie\e 
the Go-rernment' pla.n of advertising for carriers over the star 
route the proper method? 

~Ir. BRITT. No; I do not. 
::\1r. KEARNS. Do you believe that it is beneficinl to the 

system at all that often the biuders will lower their bids in 
order to get the contract, an<l in that way fail to maintain the 
r.rot1er equipment for canring the mail? 

l\Ir. BHI'l'T. No. The final letting of the contract nnd the 
e~tnblishment of the service ought not to be ueterrnined on 
the question of a few dollars' difference between the bitl and 

the proposed award, but the department ought to inquire into 
it and see if it is not possible to gi-re that community a rea­
sonable service. 

l\lr. KE.ARN-8. 1\lay I ask the gentleman a further que~tion, 
please? 

Mr. BRITT. Certainly. 
Mr. KEARNS. Do yon not believe that the rural patron.s of 

our mails are entitled to the same ser\icc that the city is? 
Mr. BRIT.r. The same service relati-rely to their peculiar 

situation? I certainly uo. 
l\fr. KEARNS. Is there any more rca ·on for athertising 

for a rural star-route carrier than the1·e is for adYertising for 
a. city carrier? 

l\fr. BRITT. Well, the conditions are not exaclly the sume. 
The Post Office Depa~·tment Olight to exercise the right to get 
the best service it can get, and it ought not to be too narrowly 
circumscribe(] by law as to the exercise of its di:cretion in 
getting it. ·But in the end the question is whether that judg-­
ment is so exercised as to gi\e the sen-ice to which the people 
are entitled under the law. 

l\II'. KEARNS. In adYertising under the bid system, do you 
not belie\e t11at the bids are often so low that the senice 
suffers?. 

l\Ir. BRITT. That is oftentimes true, to my knowledge. 
l\lr. Sl\liTH of Idaho. Is it not true also tlmt the lowest 

bidder must be given the contract under the law? 
1\lr. BRITT. '.rhat is the rule, but the Postmaster General 

bas the right to reject :ill bids. 
The CHAIRl\IAl~. 'Ihe time of the gentleman ha expired. 
l\Ir. BRITT. 1\Ir. Chairman, I submit herewith n part of 

an address delivered by me before the Fifteenth Annunl Con­
vention of the National Association of Postmaster· of the 
First Class at Atlantic City, N. J., September 5, 1D12: 

TilE FlUJI::·M.HL PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.'.Prc:iuent, in treating a public question, particularly in an exposi­
tory OL' critical way, it is necessary to understand clearly not only the 
subject matter but also the particular terminology, the source of re­
sponsible authority, and the scope of practical application. 

By "free mail" is meant matter received, transported, anfl deliv­
ered by the Postal Estab1lshment free of charge to the sender . 

It may be appropriately divided into three classes-namely, ('On· 
gressional frank mail. official penalty mail, and personal free mail. 

By congressional frank mail is meant all letters, speeches. puiJlic 
document , ancl othPr matter which may be lawfully mailetl h·el' oC 
postage by the Vice President. Senators, Representati\·es, De"t£>gntc ~ , 
and Resid0nt Philippine Commissioners, anu public docum£>nts mailell 
without postage by the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the 
House of Repr<'sentatives. 

Official penalty mail emi.Jraces matter mailed postnge free by the 
officers of the executive, judicial, and inllepenuent establi"hmt'nts ot 
the Government. 

Personal free mail is matter whlch Congress has authorizecl prin1te 
persons, cithet: in consideration of \aluable public service or in pursu· 
ance of an established public policy, to send through the mails free of 
postage. 

While the lerms "frank mail " and "free mail" are, in a general 
sense, !'ynonymous, neTertheles · the former is .I.JY usage specially appliecl 
to Jegi. lative free mail because of the reqUirement that the Senator 
or Reprt-sentath-e shall writP. hL<> name, or "fran!<," on the em·elope. 
while official fi'e2 mail iH called ·• penalty mail" for the reason that 
there is enterE'd on the em·elope the penalty prescribed l>y law for its 
improper use. 

COXGllESSIOXJ.L Fn.nm: M.-\IL. 

Matter ''hich may I.Je mailed under the congressional frank is as 
follows: . 

1. :Mail to :my Go,ernment official, or to any person. including cor-
respondencP. not exceeding 4 ounces in weight, on official or depart­
mental bu iness, sent by the Vice President of the United Rtah•s, 
~enator , Itepresentatlves, Delegates, and Resident Philippine Com­
missioner~. '.fhe free-correspondence privilege commences with the 
date of election of Senators, Representatives, Delegates, aull Re~i llPnt 
Philippine Commissioner , and extends, wltll the fl•ee flocument ancl 
other priyiJeges, to the 1st day of December following the expiration 
of their terms, while the free-mailing privilege for seells continues for 
a period of nine months from the expiration of their terms. (Act ot' 
Apr. 28, 1904, 33 Stat. L., p. 441; P. L. and R., sec. 509.) 

2. The CoxcnESSION,\L RECOI!D, or any part of it. or speeche:; or 
reports contained in it. (Act of :Mar. 3, 187u, 18 Stat. L., p. 3-!3; 1 
Supp., p. 70; P. L. anti R., sec. G07.) 

3. Public documents printed by order of Congt·ess. (Act of Jan. 1~, 
1895, 28 Stat. L., p. 622; 2 Supp., p. 562; P. L. and R., sec. 50G.) 

4. ::;eecls received for cli~;:tribution from the Department of Agrkul­
ture. (Act of :Mar. 5, 1875, 18 Stat. L., p. 3-!3; 1 Supp;, p. 70; I'. L. 
and R., sec. 508.) 

5. Public documents mailed by the Secretary of the Senate and thl.' 
Clerl• of the House of Repre~£>ntatives. (Act of Jan. 12, 18!)5, 28 ~tat. 
L., 622; P. I.. and It., sec. 506.) 

Senators, Representatives, Delegates. and Resident Philippine Com­
missioners arc furnished with a 1hniteu number of the <locuml'nt::: 
printed by order of Congress, and they must pay for printing all copies 
ord£>red in excess of such qnot.'ls, while the envelopes for mailing them. 
with the congre .. siona1 fran~ appropriately entered, are furnish cfl to 
them fr('c at public expense. -

OFFICBL I'EX.\LT'L i\L\IT,. 

Officers of the executive and judicial departments of the Gowrnment. 
including the various independent go\ernmental establishments, ha>e 
the free-maU privilege for-

1. Letter~. packages. or other matter relating exclusively to the 
lmsiness of the Gon'rnment of the Unlted States. (Act of 1\lar. 3, 
1877, 1!} Stat. L., p. 335; 1 Supp., r. 135; P. L. and R., sec. u12.) 
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2. Official mail sent from the Smithsonian Institution. (Act of 
Mar. 31 1879, 20 Stat. L., p. 362; P. L. and R., sec. 512.) 

3. ~1ail of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers. (Act 
of Aug. 15, 1894, 28 Stat. L., p. 412; 2 Supp., p. 257; P. L. and R., 
sec. 512.) 

4. Ofiicial mail of the Bureau of American Republics. (Act of Feb. 
20, 1897, 29 Stat. L., p. 590; 2 Supp., p. 558; P. L. and R., sec. 512.) 

5. Official correspc.ndence of the Superintendent of Public Dot!uments. 
(Act. of Jan. 12, 1895, 28 Stat. L ., p. 611; 2 Supp., p. 352; P. L. and 
R., sec. 512.) 

6. Official correspl'ndence of the Joint Committee on Printing relating 
to the Congressional Directory. (Act of Jan. 12, 1895, 28 Stat. L., 
p. 617; 2 Supp., p. 357; P. L. and R., sec. 5.12.) 

PERSONAL FREE MAII •• 

The privileges of personal free mail are-- · 
1. Newspapers and periodicals of the second class, when mailed to 

subscribers residing in the county where printed and published, except 
when addressed for delivery at a letter·carrier office. (Act of Mar. 3, 
1879, 20 Stat. L., p. 361 ; 1 Supp., p. 249 ; P. L. and R., sec. 452.) 

2. Annual reports anu bulletins of experiment stations of State agri­
cultural colleges established under the provisiOns of the Morrill Act 
of July 2, 1862. (Act of Mar. 2, 1887, 24 Stat. L., p. 441, 1 ~upp., , 
p. 551; P. L. and R., sees. 516-517.) 

'3. Magazines, periodicals, and other regularly issued publications 
in raised <'hara<'ters, whether hand prepared or printed, for the use 
of the blind, <'Ontaining no advertisements and for which no subscrip­
tion price is charged. (Act of Aug. 24, 1912.) 

4. All books, pamphlets, and other reading matter in raised char­
acters for the use of the blind, in single volumes not exceeding 10 
pounds in weight, or in packages not exceeding 4 pounds in weight, 
and containing no advertising matter, when sent by public institu­
tions for the blind, or by public libraries, as a loan to blind readers, 
or when returned to such. institutions .or public libraries. (Act of 
Apr. 27, 1904; 33 Stat. L., p. 313; P. L. and R., sec .. 518~.) 

5. Registered letters of any person, firm, or corporation, -containing 
fractional or other currency of the United States sent to the Treasury 
for redemption, free of registration, but not free of postage. (Act of 
June 8, 1872, 17 Stat. L., p. 307.) 

6. Pension vouchers mailed for return by Federal pensioners. (Act 
of May 26, 1908, 35 Stat. L., p. 420; P. L. and R., sec 512.) 

7. Seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, and scions sent by mail are charge­
able at the rate of 1 cent for each two ounces, or part of two ounces, 
a redurtton of 50 per cent on the rate for other fourth-class matter, 1 
cent for each ounce, or fraction of an ounce. (Act of July 24, 1888, 25 
Stat. L., p. 347.) 

8. Mail relating to the census, addressed by any person to the Census 
Office or to any cemms official. (Act of July 2, 1909, 36 Stat. L., p. 10 ; 
P. L. and R., sec. 513.) 

9. The replies of all persons from or through whom official informa­
tion is desired, covertng such information ~nly. (Act of July 5, ~884, 
23 Stat. L., p. 158; 1 Sapp., p. 468; P. L. and R., sec. 512.) 

10. Mail z:;ent under the autograph signature of Mrs. Lucretia Rudolph 
Garfield, widow of the late President James A. Garfield, and all mail 
sent by post to her. (Act of Dec. 20, 1881, 22 Stat. L., p. 1.) 

11. Mail sent under the written autograph signature of Mrs. Mary 
Lord Harrison, wtdow of the late President Benjamin Harrison. (Act 
of Feb. 1. 1909, 35 Stat. L., p. 591.) 

12. Mall sent under the written autograph signature of Mrs. Frances 
Folsom Cleveland, widow of the late President Grover Cleveland. (Act 
of Feb. 1, 1909, 35 Stat L., p. 591.) 

Having now pointed out the several classes of free mail matter, and 
the laws authorizing them, together with their various scopes and 
limitations, I shall next proceed to as<'ertain the extent to which they 
are used by those entitled to their benefits. 

There is no provision for recording the number {)f pieces of either 
free or paid mail matter carried and delivered daily by the Post Office 
Establishment, but a fair estimate may be made by extending the 
results of the offici:u weighing and counting of the year 1907. While 
free mail is not all first-class matter, nevertheless it is closed to inspec­
tion and is given extraordinary treatment in handling and delivery and 
may be regarded as first-class matter in reckoning the postage properly 
chargeable, and I shall accordingly so treat it. 

It is estimated that during the fiscal year 1912 the postal estab­
lishment received, transported, and delivered 310,437,878 pieces of 
legislative and official free mail, but there is no data for estimating 
the numbei' of pieces of personal tree mail. 

Its aggregate weight was 6~,415,335 pounds. 
It comprised 3.8 per cent of the total domestic mall of the Unit-ed 

States. 
The cost per pound for handling, transportation, and delivery was 

10.12 cents. 
The aggregate cost to the service was $6,214,239.55. 
The <'Ost per capita to every man, woman, and child was 6 cents. 
The postage chargeable at the first-class rate was $19,649,630.04, an 

average amount per capita of 20.4 cents. 
There were 4,321,266 free official regist~atlons, on which the regular 

fee Is 10 cents, amounting to $4321126.00. 
There were transported and delivered 373,633,544 pieces of free-in· 

county newspapers and periodicals, a~gregating 58,017,631 pounds, on 
which the postage at 1 cent a pouno wouJd be $580,176.31. 

The total loss to the postal revenues on free legislative and official 
mail, free registrations, and free newspapers and periodicals, to say 
nothing of other personal free mail, was, therefore, estimated at 

20,661,932.95, or, In round numbers, $20,500,000, for which the Post 
Office Department received no credit whatever. 

Mr. STEENERSON. Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [l\1r. LAFEAN]. 

1\1r. LAFEAN. Mr. Chairman, on January 19, 1916, I intro­
duced a bill, H. R. 9414, as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 9414) to grant certain holidays to postal employees. 
Be it enacted, etc., That letter carriers employed in the Rural Delivery 

Service and letter carriers employed in the City Delivery Service and 
clerks in finlt rr.nt1 second class post offices and Railway Mail Service 
shall IJe granted che benefit of the following holidays: New Year's Day 
(Jan. 1), Washington's Birthday (Feb. 22), Decoration Day (May 30), 
Independence Day (July 4), the first Monday in September, known as 
Labor Day, and su~h other days as the President of the United States 
or the governors of their respective States may set apart as fast or 
thanksgiving days, or that may be: specially designated as holidays by 

proclamation of the governors or by the statutes of the States in which 
their offices are located. 

SEc. 2. That should the needs of the service require the employment 
on holi<}ays of letter carriers emplo·yed in the Rural Delivery Service 
or letter carriers employed in the City Delivery Service or clerks in 
first and second class post offices. suc-h employees shall be allowed a 
full day as compensatory time on one of the six week days following the 
holiday upon which such service is performed. 

Mr. Chairman, this bnl, as will be observed, grants benefit for 
services rendered on the following holidays: New Year's Day, 
January 1; Washington's Birthday, February 22; Decoration 
Day, May 30; Independence Day, July 4; Labor Day, the first 
Monday in September. 

It also provides for such other days as the President of the 
United States or the governors of their respective States may set 
apart as those given days, and to provide compensatory time on 
one of six week days following the holidays on which such 
service was performed. 

The committee in its wisdom changed the compensatory time 
as one day of the 30 days following such holidays. 

In glancing through the Postal Laws and Regulations I find 
that on the question of opening of post offices on holidays that 
section 284 reads as follows : 

Postmasters may observe as holidays: New Year's Day (Jan. 1) ; 
Washington's Birthday (Feb. 22) ; Decoration Day (May 30) ; lndepend­
ence Day (July 4) · the first Monday in September known as Labor Day; 
Christmas (Dec. 25) ; and such other days as the President of the United 
States or the governors of their respective States may set apart as fast or 
thanksgiving days or that may be specially designated as holidays by 
proclamation of the governors or by the statutes of the States in which 
their offices are located. 

2.- When a legal holiday falls on Sunday the following Monday may 
be observed, unless otherwise specially provided by proper authority. 

3. Post offices shall be kept open on holidays a sufficient length of 
time to meet the public convenience. Mails shall be made up a nu di.s­
patched as on other days. 

Further on I note that section 735, on the same subject of 
holidays, contains the following provision : 

Service shall not be required on rural delivery_ routes on New Year's 
Day, Washington's Birthday Memorial or Decoration Day (May 30), 
Fourth of July, Labor Day ('the first Monday in September), or o.n such 
day as the President may set apart as Thanksgiving Day. Service is 
required on Christmas Day. 

2. When a holiday on which service is not required falls on Sunday 
the following Monday shall be observ€d, unless otherwise specially 
provided. 

According to custom in different communities, the question 
of opening post offices on holidays has been guided largely by 
public opinion. If the desire of the public was for a general 
observance of certain holidays and .all business was suspended 
on these days, and there was no demand for postal facilities on 
those days, the postmasters observed section 284 of the Postal 
Laws and Regulations and closed their offices and gav.e the 
employees the benefit of the holiday. If the postmaster in any 
city knew there was a demand for tbe delivery of mail on holi­
days, he took advantage of the discretion contained in section 
284 and gave the public such facilties as in his judgment the 
ocen.sion required. The section above r·eferred to is a sensible 
one, as Post Office Department officials are not expected to 
know the customs of the people in different localities and they 
depend entirely on the judgment of postmasters i:l giving a sat­
isfactory service to the public in the offices over which they 
preside. 

In many large post offices throughout the country such holi­
days as Washington's Birthday, Memorial Day, Independence 
Day, Labor Day, and Thanksgiving Day have been observed 
by the closing of post offices and the suspension of deliveries of 
mail on those days. No complaint had been made by the public, 
and postmasters felt that they were justified in giving the 
benefit of the holidays to the employees to be observed by them 
with the same freedom as other citizens in these communities. 
The observance of holidays by the public is becoming more 
general, and our business houses and factories and. mills and 
industrial plants where large numbers of men and women are 
employed are beginning, during the summer months, to close 
down business on Saturday afternoons in order to give the em­
ployees the benefit of an extra half day for rest each week. 

President Wilson issued the usual proclamation setting aside 
Thursday, November 25, 1915, as a day of thanksgiving and 
prayer, and calling for a suspension of business in all depart­
ments of the Government and also for a general observance of 
the day by all citizens in the country. Many postmasters had 
consulted with the business people through the local boards 
of trade and chambers of commerce and other business men's 
associations and· had also tested public sentiment by announcing 
in the press that their offices would be closed on Thanksgiving 
Day if there was no protest from the public or demand for a 
delivery of mail on that day. In citi.es where these announce­
ments were made they seemed to meet with general approval, 
and postmasters had printed signs placed in conspicuous parts 
of the post offices aQd also made announcement in the press 



1916. CONGRESSIONAL R.ECORD-r-HOUSE. 2463 
that Thank! gi>in.O" Dny woulll be obser>e<l and postal facilities 
su. pen<le<l. Announcements '"ere nlso made to the employees 
in order that they might make such preparations as they deemed 
best to enjoy the holiday with their fami)ies. In large post 
offices, '''here bulletins of postal information are published, 
these announcements were printed for the information of the 
employees and they were looking forward to the benefit of the 
holiclny. 

On Saturday, No\ember 20, 1915, an order was prin~ed in the 
Daily Bulletin of Orders Affecting the Postal Service, of which 
the following is a copy : 

HOLID.lY SER\ICE BY LETTER CARRIERS. 

OFFICE OF FIRST ASSISTANT POSTMASTEU G,EXEIUL, 
· Washington, No·~:embe,· 19, 1915. 

As i.he primary function of the Postal Establishment is service to 
the puiJlic, it is believed that even though the suspension of deli;ery 
service on the holidays enumerated in section 284 of the Postal Laws 
and Uegulations might be justified by the sentiment of a majority of 
the business patrons, service should not be entirely suspended, as other 
patrons arc entitled to equal consideration in the delivery of mall. The 
numerous complaints received by the department from patrons on ac­
count of the complete suspensi(ln of mail delivery and collection on 
such holidays prompted the department to invite the opinions of a num­
ber of representative postmaste1·s, and thei.r reports show clearly that 
at least one delivery over the entire territory should be made in addi­
tion to the prompt handling of special delivery matter and perishable 
parcel . Collection service necessary to avoid complaint on account 
of delays in dispatch should also be given. 

Postmasters will therefore act accordingly hereafter in the matter of 
service to be given by letter carriers on holidays. 

· DANIEL C. RoPER, 
First .Assistant Postmaster Ge11Cral. 

This bulletin was not mailed from the del)artment in Wash­
ington until the e\ening of November 20, 1915, and they did not 
reach many post offices until a day or tw·o prior to Thanksgiving 
Day, and postmasters were forced to issue hurried orders can­
celing their previous announcements and stating that the post 
office would be open and delivery of mails made in the regular 
manner. The order came as a shock to postmasters and em­
ployees, as there had been no complaint from the public, and, 
in fact, when letter carriers were making their rounus on 
Thanksgiving Day they were asked by the citizens why they 
were not enjoying the boliday which they had been led to 
believe the employees were to haYe the benefit of. 

It has been stated that the reasons why this order was issued 
was the personal pique of a Post Office Department official 
against a postmaster who had earned the good will of the public 
and the sympathy and cooperation of the employees, and in 
order to embarrass the postmaster, who had announced that 
his office would be clo ed on Thanksgiving Day, that tllis official 
induced the Postmaster General to issue the general order of 
No\ember 19. If this be true, it is a practical demonstration 
of the untold harm that can be done by placing extraordinary 
power in the hands of officials whose acts can be guided more by 
their personal prejudices and whims than a desire · to benefit 
the public service. This act follows out a policy of the present 
administrative officers of the Post Office Department in their 
effort to repeal every law on the statute books of benefit to the 
employees, and of their further efforts to nullify many of these 
laws by the issuance of arbitrary orders. 

On No;ember 20, 1915, the same date that the order was issued 
compelling postal employees to work on Thanksgiving Day, the 
publicity bureau of the Post Office Department sent out a news 
item to the press containing the statement that the department 
was "expecting another record-breaking rush of Christmas 
mail and had issued instructions to postmasters for its quick 
and effective dispatch and deli-very"; that the instructions con­
tained orders to postmasters that "vehicles are to be employed 
only when the number of heavy and bulky parcels or the area to 
be co-vered is such that it is not economical to use a substitute 
on foot. In some places push carts, bicycles, and motor -vehicles 
with baskets may be used to advantage. When the -volume of 
mail is too great for these means, horse-drawn vehicles driven 
by the carriers or substitutes should be employed. At the 
larger city-delivery offices the carrier force and delivery equip­
ment should be specially organized for the effective performance 
of the task which will be imposed upon the service. This should 
be done in such a way as to admit of expansion from clay to clay, 
as the growing business demands. I.~ast year, through intelli­
gent direction and the enthusiastic cooperation of all connected 
with the 'Postal Service, the department successfully handled the 
large t quantity of holiday mail in its history. This year the 
yohune will greatly exceed anything heretofore known, and it is 
confir1ent1y believed that the same spirit will animate the force 
:mel that all mail receiYed will be delivered before the close of 
Christmas day." . 

'.flle JU'Opllecs· of the department, that the mail would be fle­
Jiyereu before the close of Christmas clay, was fulfilled-if the 
report emanating fro,111 the publicity bureau of the Post Office 

, 

Department, under date of December 2 , 1!H:.l, contains correct 
information to the public. 
· ·what reason the department had to expect tbnt the rank and 
flle of the employees would be animated by a. desire to enthusi­
astically cooperate with them in this extraordinary emergency is 
hard for any intelligent mind to conceive. The department offi­
cials have ruthlessly dismissed from the service and forcecl the 
resignations of a large number of employees whose sole offense 
was that they had become superannuated on account of age and 
its infirmities. Hundreds of other employees had their salaries 
reduced through a so-called readjustment and standardization 
of the service, and the Postmaster General had recommended 
to Congress a repeal of the eight-hour law, a repeal of the law 
that grants a day of rest each week to the employees, and rec­
Ollllllencled a reduction in the hourly pay of the substitute em­
ployees, who do not make sufficient wage to meet their li'ring 
expenses. If such recommendations could inspire confluence in 
any class of workingmen, then human nature must have under­
gone a wonderful change under the present administration of 
the Post Office Department. 

While I am on this subject of the order which depriYed postal 
employees from the benefit of holidays, I might state that this 
order will effectively deprive the post-office clerks and letter 
carriers from holding their annual State conventions wllich 
have been held on holidays and were attendetl by the employees 
in post offices throughout the State.s. At the e gathet·ings the 
employees were addressed 'by po tmasters and the subjects tlis­
cussed were problems affecting the Postal Service. In the 
smaller post office.s throughout the country and in the outlying 
districts of the larger offices letter carriers will be require(! to 
work a full eight hours on holidays, as in the great majority of 
in tances the districts are so arranged that but ol)e tleli'rery 
of mail can be made within eight hours. 

It might also be well to draw attention to the fact that an 
Executi-ve order is issued each year that grants a. half holiday 
on Saturdays to Government employees. The first of these 
orders which was issued by President Roosevelt restricted the 
Saturday half holidays to certain specifie<l employees. Umler 
date of June 8, 1909, President Taft issued a more gen<.>ral 
order, a copy of which reads as follows: 

EXECGTIVE OllDEU. 

It is hereby ordered that on Saturdays ·during Jnly, August, nn<l 
September, until further notice, four hours, cxclu iYe of time fur 
iuncheon, shall constitute a day's work for all employees in the Federal 
public service, wherever employed ; and all departmental or othPr oruers 
in co:1flict with this order are hereby revoketl, except as to the na;al 
stations named in the E:xecuti;e order of .April 4, 1908. 

1\M. II. TAFT. 
THE WIIITE HousE, June 8, 1909. 

It was found that under this order postal employees would 
be benefited thereby, and under date of June 25, 1909, President 
Taft issued a second order, which reads as follows: 

E:XE CU TIYE OllDEll. 

The following order will supersede that of June 8, 1909, as to hours 
of labor on Saturday during the months mentioned. 

It is hereby ordered that during the months of July, Au~ust, and 
September of each year, until further notice, four hours, exclusive of 
time for luncheon, shall constitute a day's work on Saturdays for all 
clerks and other employees of the L'cderal Government, where;er em­
ployed; and all Executive or other orders in conflict herewith, except 
the Executive order of April 4, 1909, relating to certain naval stations, 
are hereby revoked. 

P·rovided, however, That this order shall not apply to any bureau 
or office of the Government, or to any of the clerks or other employees 
thereof, that may for special pub"iic reasons be excepted therefrom by 
the head of the department having super;ision or control of such 
bru·eau or office, or where the same would be inconsistent with the 
provisions of existing law. 

WM. II. TAFT. 
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 25, 1909. (Ko. 109G.) 

You will note the provision 'vhich is added to this second 
order and which was inserte<l in order to keep postal employees 
working on Saturday afternoons during the summer months 
when all GoYernment employees were enjoying a half holiday. 

I might also draw attention to the fact that the Government 
departments in Washington were not only closed on Christmas 
and New Year's Days, but the employees '"ere granted an extra 
half holiday on tl1e days preceding Christmas and New Year's 
in order that they might enjoy the advantages of the true ·holi­
day spirit. No complaint whatever is made for this small 
privilege which has been granted to the employees, but it does 
not seem fair that " extra " special privileges should be enjoyed 
by high-salaried officials of the Post Office Department, whose 
duties are not overexacting and who seem to devote. consider­
able of their time in formulating rules and regulations that will 
tax every ounce of energy and exact a maximum speed for every 
minute of every hour from the llardest-\YOrked and poorest-paid 
employees in the senice whom they, unfortunately, are in. tem­
porary control of. 
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I tru t that the ConO'ress will take notice of what I consider 
is a grave injn ·tice that has been done the rank and file of 
the .postal emplo~·ees of this country and that the provision in­
serted in the Po t Office appropriation bill naming the holidays 
that p.:re observed as such and giving the benefit of these. days 
to the employee , and in the event of an employee being re­
quired to work on a holiday to grant him compensatory time in 
the way Qf a full day during the 30 days following the holiday 
upon which service is required. [Applause.] 

l\ir. l\100N. l\ir. Chairman, I yield 20 minutes to the' gentle­
man from Michigan [1\Ir. BEA.KEs]. [Applause.] 

l\ir~ BEA.KES. Mr. Chairman, the Post Office appropriation 
bill, which is presented to you by a unanimous committee, after 
much deliberation and after more extended hearings than has 
been usual with the committee in. the past few years, contains 
considerable legislation which is greatly needed for the bett-er­
ment of the Postal Service. It does not contain. all the legisla­
tion that is needed, but it contains all that the committee could 
agree upon, and there will be other legislation undoubtedly 
presented to you by the committee in separate bills~ There is 
need of more postal legislation this year than usual, because of 
the failure of the appropriation bill to pass last year., owing to 
the shortness of the session and the fact that the Senate d · not 
take up the bill until near the closing hours of the session. 
Considerable of the legislation found in the appropriation bill this 
year was passed by the House la t year and also met with the 
approval of the Senate. The Po t Office Department is the 
biggest business in which the Government engages. It comes 
nearest to the people. It is an expanding business, and the 
postal receipts for the coming year promise to be far the 
la!.·gest in the hi tQry of the country. If we would not hamp-er 
it, if we would encourage this expansion, if we would improve 
the service, we must alter some of the legislation which. hampers 
its development. It can not find its fullest development unless 
the laws which govern it keep pace with its growth and are from 
time to time imprQved. As I said, we had no legislation last 
year, so that at ~s time we must put into the bill at least two 
years of legislation, and even then I do not believe that we will 
have done all that we ought to have done fgr the good of the 
Post Office Department. 

l\iuch of the legislation in this bill is important, but none is 
more important than the sections relating to paying the railroads 
for the tra.nspm'tation of the maiL The railroads have had for 
several years a committee on railway mail pay, and this com­
mittee has been conducting a vigorous campaign against any 
legislation which would alter the cumber orne, liDSCienti.fi.c, and 
unsatisfactory method of payment in vogue since 187.3) except 
such alterations which while not changing the system would give 
the railroads more money and relieve them of part of the serv­
ice now rendered. Every argument of the best brains the rail­
roads could command has been made on their side of the case, 
and they have never succeeded in convincing any commission or 
any committee of C-ongress that they were right in their con­
tentions. The surprising thing to me is that they should have 
been able to keep the railroads a unit against this legislation, 
which I believe will make a much fairer division among the 
roads of the money paid for mail transportation, and which wm 
prov-e beneficial to those roads which have been underpaid 
for carrying the mails. The only explanation of this that occurs 
to me is that the individual railroads have· nQt nmde a study of 
this matter for themselves and. have taken the word of their 
committee, and that the only literature on the subject which the 
most of them have studied is the voluminous and eatchy litera­
ture whicll their committee on railway mail pay has furnished 
them. Finding their own effort unsuccessful, they have induced 
a few chambe · of commerce, which ha.ve made no study of the 
subject. to write the Members of this House protesting against 
this legislation. Let me say, 1\fr. Chairman, that this is nDt 
hastily considered legislation. The subject has been studied by 
four commissions of C-ongress and $145,719.74 has been spent 
by the Government in investigating it. I submit that no chamber 
of commerce, without a scintilla of the evidence thus adduced 
or even a knowledge that the subject has been thus investigated, 
is competent to express an opinion upon it. Besides the volum­
inous hearings before these commissions, the committees of this 
House have had hearings on the subject, and it is a singular 
thing that practically all of the men whose official duty it has 
been to investigate the subject have arrived at the conclusion 
that the system for which the railroads stand is neither fair 
to the Government nor to the individual t-a.il.roads. 

The Hubbard Commission appointed by President Grant in · 
1876, after a two years' investigtltion reach~d the conclusion 
that the railroads should be paid for space and that upon this 
basis they should be paid the cost and a fair profit thereon. In 
1883, pursuant to an act of Congress, Postmaster General 

Gresham appointed a commi sion, w.bi.ch, after a six months' 
inve tigation, recommended a ystem based on space, wejght, 
and speed, the weight being use<l simply as a factor to deterruine 
the amount of space to be used. In 18g8 a congressional com­
mission, known as the Wolcott-Loud C-ommission, was appointed, 
which reported that, in their opinion, the amount paid the rail­
roads was not excessive. Mr. Loud, of this commission, said: 

Space, in my opinion, should be the basis of pay, and I reach this 
conclusion from the fact, which must be apparent to everyone who has 
made a careful study of the question, that space is the principal and 
the:r.etore should be the co.ntrollin.g factor. 

But•this commission did. not recommend space because, ns they 
said, of" the impossibility w.ith the evidence before the commis­
sion of appl:fing the space basis of payment." And Mr. Loud, 
in his opinion, said that " a proper· investigation in this direction 
was not pursued." In 1907 Postmaster G.eneral C-ortelyou began 
an inv.estigation, which was not fini hed until in 1911, under 
Postmaster General Hitebe.ock, and which resulted in a recom­
mendation by the Post Office Department of the space basis by 
Postmaster General ffitchco.ck. Gen. Burleson has since 
strongly recommended the space basis. · 

In 1912 a joint commissiQn of tne Senate and HQuse wa ap­
puinted., known since as the Bourne Commis ion, and after two 
years -of investigation, and 12 volumes of hearing·, they unani­
mously reported in favor of the space ba is. The Post Office 
Committee of the Sixty-third Congress recommen<led the Rpace 
basis, and this House by a ne.'l.rly unanimous vote approved that 
basis. Your committee in this Congress, after again hearing 
the railroads, have again reported for the space basis. 

In the last Congress I made a speech designed to how from 
the testimony before the Bourne Commission that the railroads 
had no system of cost accounting by which they ·could tell 
whether there was a profit or loss to them in carrying the mails. 
In their bearings before the committee this year they acknowl­
edged this to be so. The difficulty is that there is no agreement 
among the roads as to how much of the fixed charges, the over­
head expenses, shall be borne by the freight or passenger . erv­
ice, and how the passenger-service ex:pen 'es shall be d.ividell be­
tween passengers, express, and mail. I illustrated this in my 
speech of two year ago with the example of one road which 
had a mail contract yielding them $467,522.26 in 1912, ·on which, 
by using eight different methods of figuring u ed by the roads, 
the results varied from a profit of $48,117.78 to a lo s of 
$289,147.84, the figuring being done by the railroad. It is 
entirely a question as to what proportion of the overhead ex­
penses the mails should bear. There is no que tion that the 
roads are not out of pocket by carrying the mail . That they 
themselves do not believe that they are is str01.1gly evid need 
by the fact that they are all anxious to secure mail contracts, 
and that, although there is no law at present .compelling th-em to 
carry the mails, there are none of them -declining to con.tJ'UCt 
to carry them. And this is for the reaE.on that the cost of main­
taining their tracks, their stations, the interest on their b rrds, 
the salaries of their officers, the pay of their trainmen, would go 
on just the same if they did not carry an ounce of mail. I am 
not arguing that the mails should not pay their just hare of 
the overhead expenses, but I am saying that the I'Uilroads would 
lose money if the Government should un<lertake to trnn p-ort 
the mails by antomob11es or in some o-ther manner than ou the 
railroads. And I am of th-e opinion that if Congr enact · the 
space basis under the provisions in this bill, fhe milroad · will 
receive much more next year for carrying the mails than they 
do this year. 

What then is the real objeetioo. of the railroa<l to the space 
basis? It is that the railroads wish to hamp-er the development 
and growth of the Parcel Po t Sy.stem. Why do they wish this? 
The t•ailrQads are in partnershi-p with the expre compani-es­
as far, at least, as their compensati-on for carrying expre is 
concerned. Most of the roads divide wfth the ex:pre s companies 
on a fifty-fifty basis. That is, the raill·oads transport the ex­
press for hal( the gross receipts of the expt·e company. As 
the gross receipts of the -express companies increase, the re­
eeipts of the railroads increase. As the expre . eompa.nie are 
forced to reduce their rates to compete with the parcel po t, 
the revenue of the roads fall oft'. Now, the pr ent weighing 
system hampers the dev-elopment of the parcel p st. In many 
cases the Government has to pay th-e railroads more than it 
could get the same serviee for if it paid the expr-ess companies 
for it, in which -case the railroads woukl only get for the arne 
transportation half what the express companies get During two 
months in the year-for the holiday ·ea on-tbe Post tlice 
Department is allowed by law to ship .empty mail bags in the 
mails instead of by freight. During the last holiday season, 
instead of using the mails, and freight being too low, some of 
these bags were· shipped by express, at an average saving of 
37! cents per hundred pounds. Oa shipments frem 21 citi · the 
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saving was $1,014.19 over what it would have cost to transport 
the same weight by mail. It must be remembered also that 
the railroads only got half of what the express companies re­
ceived. Now, in the cases where the railroads charge the Gov­
ernment more than double the rates received from the express 
companies, you will see how the Government will lose money 
on its parcel-post packages. 

The railroads maintain that the only proper basis for carry­
ing fue mails is weight, and at first blush this appeals to one 
who has not deeply studied the subject as correct, this being 
the w·ay in which charges on freight are determined. But the 
road are very careful to claim that the compensation for carry­
ing a given weight of mail should be higher than a given weight 
of freight, because the mail is carried on passenger trains and 
not on freight trains. But passengers are not carried by 
weight; the slender little woman has to pay just as much for 
her ticket as the big fat man who may weigh three times as 
much. Passenger rates are figured by space, so many passen­
gers in a car. Neither is the rate charged for freight entirely 
dependent upon weight. A railroad would charge much more 
for transporting a ton of feathers than they would a ton of 
iron for the reason that the feathers take up more space and 
few~ tons can be loaded in a car. The freight ()n a buggy 
knocked down is less than a buggy shipped as set up, because 
it occupies less space. 

AS a matter of fact, however disguised, space enters into the 
making of freight rates by weight. But if the mails are to be 
carried at freight rates, the amount to be paid the railroads 
would be very materially reduced. It would not be fair to the 
railroads to so compensate them for carrying the mails-first, 
because the mails are moved on faster trains than fi•eight ; sec­
ond; because less tons .ean be carried in a postal car than in a 
frelght car; and, third, because the postal car in wbich mail is 
can·ied weighs much more than the freight car. 

As has been stated, the expenses of carrying passengers, ex­
pr , and mail are included together by the raill·oads, and have 
never been separated ·by them or by tlle lntersta'te Commerce 
Commission. Neither is there anywhere data which would en· 
able an absolute separation of these expenses to .be made. 
Clearly only space and not weight is considered in the making 
up of passenger rates, and there is no way .of determining the 
relative cost of passengers and mail in a train carrying both 
passengers .and mail except by a consideration of the space 
occupied by {!ach. In Pullman coaches space occupied only is 
considered, and the same charge is made for a berth, whether 
it is occup.ied by two _persons or by one. It seems by analogy 
that the carrying of the mails might,be figured on space the same 
as passengers, as both are carried on the same train. The mare 
so as the greater part of a postal car is not taken up by the mall 
at all, as fully 75 per "Cent of the car space is taken up with 
racks and boxes for the distribution of the mail and the neces­
sary space for the railway mail clerks to move around in to 
distl'ibute the mail. 

The present law reduces the amount of compensation by 
weight as the weight increases. For instance, a road carrying 
5,000 pounds of mail per day will receive $171 per_ annum per 
mile of road, and a road carrying 10~000 pounds of mail J>er day 
will receive $221.75 per annum per mile of road . . 

The CHAIRl\IAN. The .time of the gentleman fi'Om Michigan 
has expired. . · 

Mr. MOON. Does the gentleman desire more time? 
Mr. BEAKES. Yes; I would like to have 10 minutes more. 
Mr. MOON. Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gentleman 10 

minutes. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is recognized for 10 min­

utes more. 
M:r. BEAKES. Now, the average daily mail load of the 00-foot 

railway postal cars in the United States is about 5,000 pounds. 
To show the absurdity of the present method of figuring let us 
take as an example a road running one mail train a day with one 
postal car. ·The Bourne Commission's report shows that the 
60-foot steel postal ear weighs about 50 tons; the railroad testi­
mony shows that they vary in weight from 45 to 58 tons. If 
the road we take as an example carries the average load of mail 
in its one postal car-5,000 pounds-it will recehm $171 per year 
per mile, and for this will carry a load consisting of 50 tons of 
car and 2i tons of mail, or 52i tons. If the weight of mail 
doubles, it will receive $221.75 for carrying 50 tons of car and 5 
tons of mail, or 55 tons. In other words, when it draws its 
heavier load it will receive $4.03 per ton carried, and when it 
has its lighter load it will receive $3:02 per ton carried. Assume, 
for example, another road carrying 10 tons of mail a day on 
fotu· postal cars. For this it would receive $323.25 per mile per 
annum. If its mail increase{} to 20 tons, it would get $526.25. 
In the first case, when hauling 210 'tons, it would get $1.54 per 

ton per mile per annum, but when hauling 220 tons it would get 
$2.39 per ton per mile per annum. It is hard to explain the 
present system of paying by weight with a decreasing payment 
as the weight increases. If you look up the law carefully you 
will see I am giving you the correct figures, although the 

· amounts vary so largely. Take one more example, a road run­
ning two mail trains, two postal cars, and carrying 3 tons of 
mail a day. They would haul 103 tons a day for $181.15 per 
mile a year.- If the mail increases to 6 tons a day, they would 
then haul 106 tons for $242.05 a mile a year. When they were 
hauling 103 tons they would get $1.76 a ton, but when they were 
hauling 106 tons they would get $2.28 a ton. I have tried hard 
to imagine a case where under the present law doubling the 
weight of mail a railroad carries without increasing the number 
of postal cars used will not result in giving the roads more for 
each ton they haul. I do not believe such a case exists. 

The railroads can not defend a system which increases the 
price per ton hauled as the weight bcreases, and they attempt 
to show that they are underpaid by using the short-line railroads 
to haul their chestnuts out of the fa·e. The short-line roads will 
benefit by the space system. Under the present law railroads 
get a rental for 60-foot postal cars, but short-line roads, when 
the mail is light; carry the mail either in 30-foot department 
cars, for which they get no 1·ental, or in locked pouches. Under 
this bill these roads will get compensation for the space used 
in distribution and by the railway mail clerks for which they 
now receive no compensation. They will also get the same 
terminal charges .as the roads having a longer haul. The great 
mass of the testimony before this committee, while nominally 
aimed at the space system, really furnished the strongest argu­
ment against the unfairness and injustice done under the present 
thoroughly unscientific weight system. 

The present bill will not cut down the amount paid the rail­
roads unless the Int-erstate Commerce Commission should decide 
that the rates in the bill are too high. The bill provides that 
the Interstate Commerce Commission may ~·aise the rates it 
they are ionnd to be too low. We want to treat the railroads 
fairly. They a:re entitled to not only the cost of carrying the 
mails, but to a fair profit. We can not determine the cost. The 
railroads own up to the fact that they can not determine the 
cost If an investigation by the Interstate Commerce Commis­
sion can do so, then the rate can be more fairly determined. 
As it is, we give them practically what they get from the pas­
senger traffic in proportion to the space used. We pay for all 
space u ed. The system automatically takes care of increasing 
mails. If the Government, after buying the space, can load 
more economically, it can get the benefit of the more economical 
loading. There will no longer be three or four thousand different 
standards of payment and the cost per ton hauled will not ba 
increased as the mails increase, as under the present system. 

As to the misuse of the parcel post to avoid higher freight 
rates, the department now has the power to restrict the number 
of parcels to the same consignee that they will -accept. But 
the parcel post must be encouraged and built up, its usefulness 
to the general public increased, and we can not allow the prac­
tical partnership existing between the railroads and the express 
companies to hamper and impede the development of the parcel 
post. [Applause.] 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

The committee infoi·mally rose; and Mr. FosTER having taken 
the chair as Speaker pro tempore, a message from the Senate, 
by Mr. Waldorf, one of its clerks, announced that the Senate 
had passed without amendment bill of the following title: 

H. R. 9213. An act to authorize the Gary Land Co. to construct 
a hridge across the Grand Calumet River in the State of Indiana. 
· The message also announced that the Senate had disagreed to 
the amendments of the-House of Representatives to the bill ( S. 
3518) granting pensions and increase of pension to certain sol­
diers and .. sailors of the Civil War and certain widows and de­
pendent relatives of such soldiers and sailors, had asked a con­
ference with the House on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. JoHNSON of 1\faine, 1\fr. 
HuGHES, and Mr. McCUMBER as the conferees on the part of 
the Senate. 

'The message also announced that the Senate had passed 
without amendment tbe following resolution: 

House concurrent resolution 16. 
Re&olved by tll.e House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), 

That the committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 941G) 
making appropriations to supply urgent deficiencies in ce-rtain appro­
priations, are authorized to change the te:rt of -the -paragraph in the 
bill f.or payment of judgments in Indian depredation claims o as to 
correct e-rrors in the certified description of two of the judgments 
provided for therein. 
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The m S[We nl o announced that the Vice Pre ident had 
nppointeu Mr. JosE and 1\fr. MARTINE of New Jer ey members 
of the joint elect committee on the part of the Senate, as pro­
>ideu for in the net of February 16, 1889, as amended by the 
net of l\larch 2, 1895, entitled "An act to authorize and provide 
for the di position of useless papers in · the executive depart­
ments," for the eli ·position of useless papers in the NaYy De­
partment. 

POST OFFICE APPROPRllTlO~ BILL. 

The committee resumed its session. 
1\lr. 1\IOON. 1\Ir. Chairman, I yield a minute to the gentle­

man from 1\Iissouri [l\1r. HENSLEY] . . 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from l\[issourl [1\'[r. 

HENSLEY] is recognized. 
1\Ir. HENSLEY. 1\Ir. Chairman, I a k unanimous consent to 

xtend my remarks in the RECORD by publishing a speech made 
by n Union soldier of my district on the life of President Lincoln. 

The CHAIR~IAl~. Is there objection to the gentleman's re­
que. t to extend his remarks in the RECORD? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. 1\IOON. l\1r. Chairman, is the gentlemnn from :Minnesota 

[l\lr. STEENERSON] ready to go on? 
Mr. STEE ffiUSON. Yes; I am ready to go on. 
l\Ir. 1\IOON. Just a moment, if the gentleman please. I 

would like to put some matter in the llEcor.n. 
rr. STEENERSON. Very well. 

1\Ir. MOON. 1\Ir. Chairman, it was stated a while ago by the 
gentleman from Idaho [1\'Ir. S'lliTH] that the Gover~ment ad­
vertised for bids in Idaho and other far 'Vestern Stntes a 
number of times, and then 'ivithdrew it ·and offered another one. 
That que tion was asked by 1\Ir. STEEXERSON in the hearings 
before our committee. The answer is: 

Mr. Wooo. That is not so, Mr. STEE~Er:sox. I might answer this 
along the line of my answer to your inquiry a while ago. Th£>re may 
be. mall poc;t offices somewhere, special otfices, or offices that have never 
had any regular mail supply anu which are located many miles off the 
railroad ; and in an elrort to give those people service, and in the hope 
that we would get a bid at something like a reasonable rate, we have 
a dvertised for bids. Bids have come in calling for thousands of uollars, 
and we ba>e not awarded the contract. Then we have readvertised 
in the hope that we would get a bid at a lower rate. 

This is from offices paid from $20 to $30 a month, and the 
Lid propo ed was thousands of dollars, and, of course, it was 
rejected. For the information of the House I will put in the 
HF.C<>RD the star routes established and extended for the fiscal 
years 1914 and 1915, and those discontinued and curtailed. 
This i the statement: 

Star t·outes established ancL e:ctende<l. 

Established. Extendt>d. 

Fisc-al year. 

J:~~~: Length. ~~1>::. Length. 

Mila.~--- JUiles. 
452 5,046 1,056 1,59() 
841 17,969 1,144 1,330 

1914 ..•................................... 
1915 ................... ·- ....... . .. ·- .... . 

Sta1· t·outes discontinued and curtailed. 

Di£c:mti.nued. Curtailed. 

Fi>ral year. 

:r~f::. Length. J:~~i:. Length. 

---------------1·------------
.Mil£8. .Milts. 

815 8,115 
907 16,613 

930 2,367 
913 1, i85 

1914 ..................................... . 
1915 .•.. ······ ........................... . 

No·.rE.-Of t.be routes discontinued, 157, aggregating 1,433 miles, and 
171, aggregating 1,498 miles, in 1914 a!ld 1915, respectively, were discon­
tinued on account of the extension of Rural Delivery SerTice. · 

While I am on the floor, in reference to the Rural Delivery 
Service I wish to say there has been manifested much impatience 
with the Post Office Department in the readjustments of these 
routes for the purpose of saving revenue. The department is of 
the opinion that it can administer this service, and not only 
maintain it but extend it, on $48,500,000 per annum. In order, 
however, that there may be no question about that, the com­
mittee, being anxious for this extension, did not accept the 
estimate of the department and put in the sum of $53,000,000 
for rural routes. 

Now, it is necessary, of course, when the department is read­
ju ting the routes of the country, that Congressmen und their 
constituents should bear themselves with some degree of pa­
tience while the department is seeking to gi>e to them the best 

possible service that can be given. It i clear that in the intro­
duction of the automobile into the Rural Service and the 
doubling of trips on a great many routes it has been demon­
strated that on a vast number of routes the ervice can be done 
as quickly and as effectively as before the number of routes 
was doubled at no greater e..~ense than heretofore. Of cour ·e 
it ~ill be observed that in many places, in many parts of the 
country, where the roads are not adequate for that kiml of 
service, the experiment will be a failure. It is in many in: 
stances yet to be determined, and the department, therefore, 
must not only inaugurate the first experiment, preliminary to 
the change, but oftentimes, when it is found it does not meet 
the wants of the people, it must make a second and a third 
experiment; and I insist that the . House ought to be patient 
while those experiments are being made on the part of the depnrt­
ment to gi>e the best re ults for the service. They have investi­
gated many of the complaints that have been made. Many of 
them are conceded to be just, and there are many places where 
it is conceded that this service can not be established. I have 
recei\ed from the Fotuth .Assistant Postmaster General a letter. 
which I ask the Clerk to read for the information of the Hou e. 
I hope the Members of the House will be better satisfied, on 
hearing it, than they haYe been heretofore on the subject of rural 
routes. 

The CH.. .. URM.A.N. Without objection, the Clerk will rend. 
The Clerk read as follows:· 

Hon. JOHN A. MOON, 

POST OFFICE DEPARTliE~T, 
FOURTH ASSISTANT POSTIUASTER GENERAL, 

· Washington, Fe'bntarv 1, 1916. 

Ilouse of Rept·esentati'!/es. 
MY DEAR l\ln. MooN: It ls certain that if given time thls depart· 

ment can eliminate every substantial objection to the' new methods 
adopted for the collection and delivery of mail on rural routes. 

Representatives of the department are now Inspecting and adjust· 
ing the revised service in many lo~alitles, and will ev€.Iltually cover all 
districts where any change bas been made. 

Our reports indicate that not only is the readjustment meeting with 
the unqualified approval of patrons who bad been inconvenienced by the 
revision, but that we will be enabled to extend service to many who 
never bad mail facilities, either before or after the recent revision. 

The department desires to assure you, and through you any Repre­
sentative in Congress, or postal patron, that wherever any altera­
tion of rural-delivery service has Gccurreu there will be a complete 
and satisfactory readjustment of the same in the im.me<liate future, and 
we submit the following illustration : 

About eight months ago the service was revised in the district 
represented by Ron. SAMUEL W. BEAKES, of Michi~an, a member of the 
Post Office Committee, and 37 routes were discontmued, at an economy 
of approximately $40,000. About 450 families were inconvenienced 
through this revision ; that is, they were compelled to relocate their 
mail receptacles at points anywhere from one-fourth to one-half mile 
from thP.ir rlomlcile, where the mail had been delivered before the re­
vision. After two readjustments of the revised service, I am plea ed 
to state that there are but 10 families in the entire district who will 
be put to any inconve'nlence in the location of their mail receptacles, 
and 420 families, or about 2,100 patrons, have been provided with col­
lection and delivery service which had, before the revision and read­
jtL.o;;tment thereof, not been alrorded them. All of this was accom­
plished at a net saving in the annual operating expense of $27,500, 
which sum has been, or wiH be, utilized in the extension and improve­
ment of the readjusted service in that tlistrict. or in establishing new 
service to not less than 5,000 fami11e.s, or 25,000 patrons, at any point 
in the country where the department mn locate the necessity for rural 
mail facilitit>s. 

This identical treatment will be accorded to every postal patron in 
any congressional district who wa.,; in anywise affected by the recent 
revision of the Rural Deli>ery Service. 

Yours, very truly, JAs. I. BL.A.KSLEE, 
Fotu·tT~ Assistant Postmastet· Gene1·al. 

1\lr. STEENERSON. 1\lr. Chairman, I yielu 30 minutes to 
the gentleman from Wyoming [Mr. Mo mELL]. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Wyoming [1\fr. 1\loN­
DEIJJ] is recognized for 30 minutes. 

1\fr. 1\JONDELL. l\fr. Chairman, the chairman of the Com­
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads sugo-e ts that we bear 
with patience the readjustment that the department is making, 
or seeking to make, in the Rural Mail Service of the country. 
Now, I share with the chairman the belief that the officials of 
the department sincerely desire to give the country good erv­
ice, and while I know ,-ery little about it, I am willing to take 
it for granted that many of the readjustments that have been 
made are proper and warranted and that economies can be 
secured without serious inconvenience to the patrons in many 
cases. But I fear that the Postmaster General and those under 
him in making these readjustments have been a little bit too 
much disturbed by the fact that the postal re,-enues have been 
falling off and that there has been an increasing deficit in the 
postal revenues. The fact is t.tie gentlemen said so much ancl 
patted themselves on the back so v-ociferously the first year of 
the administration when, inheriting the excellent methods of a 
Republican administration, they actually showed a surplus, 
that now when the thing has swung the other way, through no 
fault of theirs, perhaps, they fear they wilL be criticized if they 
are not •ery economical--
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1\lr. MOON. That surplus wa~ shown for two years instead had reverted to the conscience and the ethics of the stone age, 

of one. amid mingled t('ars and condolences they adjourned. The next 
1\Ir. 1\IONDELL. That shows how. far the good influence of a morning two of these gentlemen ch-anced to meet on the public 

Republican a-dministratien goes. [Laughter.] It can even inject street, and being still imbued with the heroic spirit of the oecu­
itself into ,_ Demoeratic a:drninistratiOTh fop- two years. sion, they attemPted to test immediately the question of pre-

They have- no· doubt been. trying to do the right thing, but they paredness by proceeding forthwith in good old cave-dwelling 
have been too-much disturbed by the deficit, and I have sometimes style· to· pummel each other's honorable and distinguished conn­
tho-ught that they were trying to save the entire deficit of $10,,.. tenances. It was a. perfectly lovely exhibition. It was pecul-
000.000 on the s-tar routes of the mountain Commonwealth that iarly appropriate as the logical: sequence- of a meeting at which, 
1 Iill.ve the lwnor to represent on this floor~ without cracking a smile, these honorable gentlemen tolled the-

1\Ir. CRISP. Will the gentleman r>ermit a statement'? bells over· the world's departed deeency and conscience and 
Mr. MONDELLo I will. announced a return to the most app1.-oved method of armed 
1\fr. CRISP. I want to say to' the· gentl€man that they have burbarism. 

also operated in. my district. ] have h:1d :1bout 41 carriers That was a sort of prologue. The first act occurred just yes-
let out. terday: There was some eonsiderable intermission:, but yesta·-

l\11·. 1\fONDELL. Misery loves company.. [Laughter*l I felt day the. curtain rose on the departing form of a distinguished 
certain that the department was not singling me out as an ex- late S-ecretary of War-, carrying tmder his arm his pet Pomera­
ample of the sort of lack of service- that they ean afferd. I nian, the continental army. [Laughter.] In the foreground 
felt quite certain that we were getting quite as favor~ble con- stood the President, deep in thought as to who should be selected 
sideration as any one. The. trouble is- they have been trying now to carry on his programs for vast armies and armadas. 
to economize all along the line, with the :result that at least Of course, there are many different interpretations of what 
in tJ1e territory with which I am acquainted the department this all mellllS,. depending upon how you view the causes that 
has· not given us the service to which we are entitled. I ~ay have led up to this lovely condition o.f things. The little fisti­
this without any thought ef reflecting on the· gentlemen oil the- cuff OD! the street in front of the 1\1etropolitan. Club was the 
department. They think they have been doing the right thin~ logical outcome of the. meeting just dismissed, and the little 
but they a:re altogether too much impressed with the necessity, misunderstanding between the President and a truly ilistin­
as it occurs to. them, of being economical, when the- fact is that guished member of his Cabinet and an honorable gentleman 
a11 the American people- ask of the Post Office Depm:tment is was just as logical a devel{)pment of the hysteria that has been 
goo.U serviee-goo<l ·service as economically as good service can sweeping over the country the last few months, which has been 
be had, but good servica . \Vhy, in my 1\Iountain State we have discussed unde:r the catchy title- of "preparedness." The Sec­
lots of people who go 20, 30, or 40 miles. for thei.u maiL The retary of War hru,. been dwelling in a purely military atmos­
chairman had read a letter with reference· to people who had t<r phere. It is h'Ue he came to that atmosphere-, as I ha-ve always 
go- a quarter of a mile for mail. Why, in. our country a man who· believed, a virtuous citizen; but evil communications COITupt 
only goes a quarter of a. mile for his mail feels that he is living good manners and evil influ-ences lead away even the best of 
right in. the post office. [Laughter]. They go 10, 20, 30, or men. and so the Secretary of War came to believe that the: 
'40 miles for :rna:il,, and when we ask for Sellvice illi communities only way t<1 proteet these shores from dangers unkno.wn and 
like that thes begrudgingly and hesitatingly finally ask for impossible, and yet terrifying to the timid. is by setting all our 
bids; an<f if the bid for carrying the mail over a rough boys to toting arms and drilling and building up a great mili­
mountain road, or over a mountain pass, snowy in the winter tary establishment in the country. And the President, on the 
and difficult at all times, is not as · low as it would be in a. edge of the same kind of influence, came to belie.ve that he be­
good farming country ·with macadamized roads, they reject lieved the same thing that. the Secretary of War did. In fact, 
the bids and try it o-ver again. Finally.- after having the he recommended the Secretary's plan in his late message--conti­
neighborS- contribute to the carrier in one way or another so as nental army and all But there is one ray of light in this 
to enable him to reduce his bid, we occasionally-just · occa- occurrence; the President, far as he has gone afield, as com­
sionally-get a new route for a service once a week. pletely as he has turned his back on everything touching mili~ 

Now, we are not asking for overmuch in the way of mail tary affairs that be formerly believed and preached, has not 
sen-ice out in that countl.-y, but we- do feel that we are entitled got far enough but that he still hears a faint echo of what he 
to know we are under the flag and that we are in the domain of used to believe. 
the Postal Service of the United States. Why, there have been Mr. QUIN. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield? 
routes discontinued in my; State in the last two or three years Mr. MONDELL. Yes. 
that have been running for 19, 20, or 30 years, and no service Mr. QUIN. If the gentleman believed like the President does 
ha.s been put in operation to fully take the place of the service . now, from the speeches he has just made in the West, tih'lt 
thus discontinued. It is a; lamentable- situation, which grows this country is in impending danger and great peril~ do you not 
out o-f the erroneous notion on the part of officials of the Postal 
Department, that they must balance their accounts,· thatat.least think we- ought to make the necessary preparations to meet 

tbose dangers? 
they must reduce as far us possible the deficit without regard Mr. MONDELL. Yes. If I believed the country was in im-
to the service- they render. The fact is this Post Office Com- mediate danger and peril, I would call the boys out right now. 
mittee ought to make it clea-r to the gentlemen of the Post Office I would not meet an impending danger, an imminent danger, 
Department-it can not be reached by law-that we expect to-
have all American citizens, wherever located, given fair postal witll twenty-million-dollar battleships to be built six years from 
f~_cilities. now. 

Mr. SMITH of Idaho. Will the gentleman yield? Mr. QUIN. Yes; but that danger may be a continu).ng one. 
Mr. MONDELL. Certainly. Mr. MONDELL. Oh, yes; it may be. The President said the 
Mr. SMITH. of Idaho. Has it not always been the policy of other day that none of us could tell what a day would bring 

the Federal Government, up to the advent. of the present admin- fo1·th, and some people applauded that~ They forgot that some­
isb:ation, to send the mail to any settlement that gave promise of body said that several thousand years ago, and it wa::; as true 
building up and developing? then and always has been as it is now. No doubt, my friend 

1\Ir. MONDELL. Alwnys, under all administrations, of all from Texas [Mr. DAVIS], who quoted the Bible in referring 
parties, up to the present administration. to me. the- other day, might be able b give us the exact place 

But, Mr.. Chairman, I did not rise for the purpose of discuss- in Holy Writ at which I will tind that. Of course we do not 
ing this postal bilL I rose- to make a few observations with re- know what a day will bring forth.. My dear friend, we may 
gurd to some recent happenings. have an invasion from Mars. A few years ago there run 

My mind first goes back some weeks, when a considerable num- through the magazines of the country tlle most lurid, frightful, 
ber of entirel~ proper gentlemen of more or less prominence and and apparently plausible tale of overthrow that you ever read, 
considerable nfflnence foreg:lthered at one- of the fashionab-le and it was from Mars. Now, why did not we proce.ed forth­
hotels of the city, under the alluring title of the National Defense with to prepare against that invasion from Mars? 
League. As we all belie'\"e in national defense~ of course we were Mr. QIJIN. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield? 
all with them in spirit~ . They spent several days in a perfectly Mr. MONDELL. Yes. 
beatific communion, alternately thrilling and horrifying one Mr. QUIN. Understand, I felt about this matter just like 
another with lurid tales of impending. invasion. outrage. and yon do, but since the President has told the people of all the ·e 
overthrow, and again reassuring and calming one an-other by dangers, I think we ought to prepare. 
stout and lusty, albeit somewhat Falstaffian pronouncements of Mr. MONDELL. But the President has not told us of dan­
great military establishments on lund and sea. Having sue- gers. He has. merely talked cryptically and suggestively of dan­
ceeued in thoroughly eonvincing one another that the- world had 1 gers. Whenever he has talked clearly, he has told .us there 
relapsed and returned to a condition of absolute barbarism and were no- impending dangers. 
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:ur. QUL~. I changed my minu about it. I believe what 
he saiu. 

~Ir. l\IONDELL. The gentleman is very ea ily per. uaueU. 
[Laughter.] That is all I can say about that; and the Presi­
uent has not told us a blooming thing, with all clue deference 
to the President. He has taken pailis to tell us that we are 
not in imminent danger. He simply tried to put a scare in 
timid folks-! never before thought my friend from Missis­
sippi ,-.,.as one of that sort-by saying that he did not know 
what a day will bring forth. Of course he does not. I know 
what a few months will bring forth politically. [Laughter on 
the Republican side.] But we do not, any of us, know what a 
few days or one day will any more than the President. The 
President says the world is Qn fire over yonder and that sparks 
are flying. If that is so, why does he not call out the fire de­
partment? [Laughter.] Why is he proposing to organize some 
fire companies and build some fire houses next year o::: a few 
years from now? That will not ·save us from these sparks. 

1\Ir. QUIN. But he is trying to organize the fire department 
to put that fire out when it does come to us. 

Mr. l\IONDELL. Did you ever hear about the fellow they 
told about in the old jingle? I have forgotten the way it runs, 
but he bought a clock and he wound it every day for 40 years 
and at the end of 40 years found out that it was an 8-day clock 
and that all his time had gone for nothing. Yes '; it might be 
well to organize against the invasion from Mars that we read 
about a few years ago in the magazines .. Nobody thought of 
doing it, because we were ·mostly sane then. It was just about 
as probable as anything we have to fear to-day in the way of 
invasion. If the gentleumn from Mississippi [1\Ir. QurN] will 
quietly retire to some place where he is entirely free from the 
contaminating influences of the miasma of militarism that is 
spt·eading abroad through the land, he will realize that is true 
now just as he realized it was true _before-well, before the 
President persuaded him without saying much of anything. 
(Laughter.] The President and the Secretary of 'Var split on 
what? On what is one of the most menacing features of this 
entire hysteria, the continental army, the continental army 
thut nobody expects will be a success; thaf most everyone has 
:1dmitted would fail, because the boys would not volunteer. 
Back of it stands the sinister figure of conscription, the con­
scription that must come or they believe would come if we 
were to start that kind of an army when the volunteers failed 
to come to tl1e standards. They are sugar-coating conscription 
by calling it "universal service," and they are trying to make 
it palatable by likening it to the Swiss system, a s~stem un<ler 
which men, surrounded by the bristling bayonets of militarism, 
must and do give their time to the service of their country 
without pay. Do you think that America~! youths will do any· 
thing of that kind in time of peace? If you do, you know a 
<liffe1·ent class of American youth than I am acquainted with. 

Mr. QUIN. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield there? 
1\fr. MONDELL. Back of your continental army is conscrip­

tion, enrollment, espionage, passports, a Federal officer stanrl­
ing at your shoulder wanting to ~ow where you are going every 
time you get on a railroad train, compelling you to register 
every time you move from one part of the country to another-!"\ 
system under which you will have all of the lovely conditions of 
repression and oppression which you have been inveighing 
against and condemning in every Fourth of July speech you 
ever made_ since you were old enough to make a Fourth of July 
speech. 

Mr. QUIN. I think you are exactly right on that proposition 
about a continental army. Our committee has not found any~ 
body that knows who is its parent. The President never has 
advocated the continental army. 

Mr. MONDELL. The gentleman has forgotten that the con­
tinental army is a part of the program proposed by the Presi­
<lent in his message to this Congress. The gentleman can make 
a perfectly gootl speech, I know, but my time is limited. I am 
willing for the gentleman to ask a question, but I do not wish 
him to e."Ycuse himself for his position in my time. [Laughter.] ­
The gentleman has powerful influences behind him, a large part 
of the wealth of the Nation, the metropolitan press, and he 
need not worry. Why, all he has to do is to play safety first. 
[Applause.] Yon can tell them you are following your Presi­
dent. 

Mr. QUIN. That is right. . 
Mr. MONDELL. He can also point to gentlemen on the 

opposite side who take the same view. Those of us who do not 
follow and hang to the coat tails of Presidents and ex-Presidents, 
who still think as we did years ago, it is up to us to defend 
the faith that is in us and give the reasons for it. We still 
believe that this Nation, as a free Republic, can only live, 

flourish, and retain its principles by keeping free from O'reat 
military establishments. That is our vie'"· [Applause.] o • 

The President, I hope, sees the shadow of conscription behind 
the continental army, and therefore he is unwilling to insist 
upon it. This, I hope, means the first break in the ranks of 
those who have been advocating all these things so foreign to 
our beliefs heretofore. All these things we have preached 
against and prayed against since we can remember. If there · 
was ever a time when this people could safely continue its at· 
titude of reasonable military establishment, a time when it was 
its duty to keep away from all plans and propagandas of enor­
mous military equipment and enterprises, it is to-day: To-uay, 
when Europe is sick and weary of war ; to-day, when there is 
not a nation in Europe but what would conclude peace under 
almost any terms that would not be absolutely dishonorable and 
humiliating; a time w}len the air is full of rumors of offers of 
separate peace to · Belgium; a time when the conque1;or is sick 
of his conquest, tired, weary, willing to rehabilitate that people 
without requiring indemnity or retaining a fragment of sov­
ereignty; this very day, when every warring nation in the 
world is thinking and hoping and praying for peace and would 
make peace if honors were more nearly even. In such a time 
as this, in this great Republic-whose influence is still great, 
notwithstanding our lack of vast military establishment~. as 
shown by the deference paid us in our negotiations with all the 
nations of the world-it behooves us to be calm. This day, 
when the proudest military nation on earth is endeavoring to 
adjust her warfare to our views; this day, when the mistre s of 
the seas is seeking for conditions under which she may allow 
our ships to plow the seas unmolested if she can do so without 
giving up what she considers her strongest weapon against the 
foe, is a time to be self-posse..<::sed. In these days, when we are 
approaching the time when weary, exhausted, war-sick nations 
of the world shall gather around the council tables to shape 
the conditions of peace, this is the time, as the President said 
to us a year ago from this very platform, to keep cool and con­
tinue on our way as a peaceful people, refusing to be carried 
off our feet by the hysteria of foolish and groundless fears into 
support of the plans of enormous military and naval establish­
ments which have grown out of the desire of great corpora­
tions to continue and increase their profits and the influences 
they have been able to exert on well-meaning but misinformed 
and timid people. [Applause.] 

Mr. STEENERSON. Mr. Chairman, I yield 15 minutes to the 
gentleman from Iowa [Mr. DowELL]. 

1\fr. DOWELL. Mr. Chairman, this bill provides for an ap­
propriation for the Rural Free Delivery Service in the Post 
Office Department in an amount sufficient to give adequate and 
efficient service in this department. 

At the beginning of the present Congress I introduced a reso­
lution which had for its purpose the securing of facts upon 
which to base legislation affecting the recent changes in the 
Rural Service made by the Post Office Department. The ulti­
mate object being to correct the errors of the department in its 
plan for reorganization of the rural-route system. 

Prior to the recent reorganization of this department, so far 
as I have been able to learn, there was but little or no criticism 
of this service, and, judging from this fact, we must conclude 
that there was general satisfaction among the patrons of the 
rural routes. 

In the State of Iowa these changes made by the department 
have very materially crippled the service-! might say have de­
moralized the Rural Free Delivery Service-and the patron~ of 
these rural routes have made many and numerous complaints 
because of these changes. In the district I have the honor to 
represent the patrons of these routes have petitioned and ap­
pealed to me for relief. ·Believing that these petitions would 
receive favorable consideration at the hands of the postal de­
partment, I have presented them, calling the attention of the 
department to these complaints, but as yet I have been unable 
to receive from the department any consideration of these peti­
tions and protests. 

My first objection to these changes by the department is be­
cause, I believe, the changes were made without proper con­
sideration of the subject and without proper information upon 
which to base these changes. When these rural routes were 
established by Congress some years ago I am atlvised it was the 
universal rule that the proposed routes were first examined 
and inspected by a competent person, and the routes were fixed 
and based upon the facts obtained by this inspection. The recent 
changes were made by the department, as I am informed, with­
out even an inspection of the routes, and, as heretofore stated, 
without proper knowledge and information by the department of 
the facts and conditions in the territory where these routes were 
located. 



1916. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. 2469 
1\Tr. -:uooN. Will the gentleman advise us who informed him? 
l\IL'. DOWELL. The people living on the routes who ha\e 

receiYcd their maiL 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Iowa yield? 

. l\lr. DOWELL. I do not desire to yield, for I have just a 
fe"· minutes of time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman declines .to yield. 
1\lt·. DOWELL. Before any changes were made by the de­

pnrtment in this system, a careful inspection should have been 
mn<lf', and all of the facts should have been in the hands of the 
department. I am firm in the belief that 'if this had been done 
that many of the changes made by the department would not 
llaYe been made. In other words, I can but believe that these 
changes were made without many of these facts, and without 
a pro1)er consiueration of these facts, and that by i·eason thereof 
the patrons of these routes were not fairly· treated by this 
chan~e and they have thus been deprived of a splendid service 
wl!icl' they had been receiving for many years before the 
changes were maue. 

In tlle State of Iowa we have a rich black soil. Many of 
our roads are dirt roads, and are composed of the same black 
.·oil. The moisture and the rain which natute has provided, 
and which •is necessary for the bounteous crops raised in this 
State, cause the roads at certain times to become softened and 
heavy and not always easy of travel. During these times 
some of these roads are almost, if not quite, impassable by 
automobiles, and are heavy and difficult of travel by horse and 
wagon. 1\Iy contention is, and I believe it ris not a subject of 
controversy, that in making changes and mapping out. these 
routes consideration must be given to all these conditions, and 
no system will be satisfactory which does not take into account 
all these facts and conditions. 

It may be conceded that in sections where they have all 
hard-surfaced roads the Rural l\Iail Service can be carried on 
practically the same in all seasons of the year and in almost 
all ki!J.dS of weather, and when the time comes, if it does come, 
th!lt all of our roads are hard surfaced, it may be an easy 
matter for a clerk in the department at Washington to sit in 
his office and make maps and blue prints fixing the rural 
routes of the country, and he may be able to measure them 
with .·orne assurances of reasonable accuracy. 

EYery man of experience knows that under the conditions 
now existing in many of the States of the Union if a daily 
deliyery of mails is to be had the length of the route must 
del)end upon the condition of the elements, the condition of 
the soil, and the roads, and the condition of the hills, low­
lands, and streams. No rural route should have been estab­
lisheu or ·reestablished without all these things being taken 
into consideration. This, as I understand, was not done in 
the reestablishment of these routes. 

In the State of Iowa, and in many of the States where the 
conditions are similar to the conditions in Iowa, automobile 
rural routes have been established, and the routes have been 
lengthened from approximately 24 miles to somethin(J' like 50 
miles or more. The routes which have not been ch';.riged to 
automobile rm·al routes have been lengthened and extended, 
mauy of them from approximately 24 miles to approximately 30 
miles. 

The petitions signed by a great number of farmers and busi­
ness men clearly show that, because of the conditions and facts 
set forth in these petitions, the changing and reestablishing 
of the rural routes has greatly demoralized the service and 
they oelieve it is impossible under the conditions to give 'them 
the daily man service they have enjoyed for many years. 
The e petitions specifically state what these facts and condi­
tions are, and refer to the condition of the elements, the roads, 
the hills, lowland , and overflowing of streams, and they should 
haYe received a fair consideration at the hands of the depart­
ment. 

I am calling your attention to this, gentlemen, that you may 
understand whr many protests have been made to the depart­
ment by the people of this section on account of these routes 
havin~ been lengthened and extended. l\Iy contention is that 
under the existing conditions, as shown by these protests, 
during a part of the time at least, it is impossible to make the 
automobile routes. It is also impossible to make some of the 
other rural routes, where they have been extended beyond the 
limit a horse may travel on a heavy road. The result which 
must inevitably follow is that the farmers will not receive the 
daily delivery of their mail, as they have the right to recei-ve it, 
and as it was the intention of Congress they should receive it 
when these rural routes were established. 

. It is the contention of the c.J.epartment, I believe, that these 
changes have been made in the interest of economy. I am glad 
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to know that at least one department of this aiministrn.tion 
has gi\en some thought to the question of economy. I am ready 
to join with the department wherever it may be done in an 
economical administration of the affairs of the department with-

. out injury to the service, but I will not join in any plan, under 
whatever name, and I must emphatically protest against any 
plan, which deprives the farmers of the country of a satisfactory 
and efficient free delivery service. These rural routes were 
established by Congress because of a demand by the people for 
this ser·•ice, which service has not only permitted them to 
receive their daily mail, but to transact much of t11eir business 
through the mails, and the business men and farmers alike are 
interested in maintaniug this service. 

Since this reorganization these protests ha\e continued, and 
there is general dissatisfaction with the service. In ot11er words, 
the service since the reorganization is just what the petitioners 
claimed it would be, inadequate and inefficient. With these peti­
tions and protests on file, just why a great department of this 
Gover·nment should have continued in this blundering way to 
destroy a satisfactory service is unexplainable. 

The Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, since the 
convening of Congress, has conducted hearings on this bill, some 
of them relating to the subject of rural service, and, together with 
others, I have presented such facts as I was able before thjs com­
mittee on this question, and the committee has received and com-
piled a great deal of evidence on this subject. · 

I notice from the report of the committee recommending tl1is 
bill that the committee recognizes this blunder by the department 
in its so-called reorganization service. I quote from this report 
as follows: 

The increase of recommendations by the committee over the estimate 
of the department is due largely to the fact that the committee was not 
content with the appropriation of $48,500,000 for the maintenance and 
extension of the Rural Delivery Service, and increased the amount to 
$53,000,000 the same as occurred in the appropriation for 191G. 

While the committee has not in specific terms recommended the 
restoration of the former service, we can readily understand 
from this report that the committee has recognized the reorgani­
zation plan as a complete failm·e. 

The principal question is one of efficiency of sen-icc>. The 
farmer is entitled to receive his mail at his door dail\' iust the 
same as though he lived in the city and on the carri.e t<·; route 
of that city.· This question has been settled and has been the 
policy of this Government and has been in operation for many 
years, and it is not now a subject for controversy. The question 
then arises, Has the present reorganization affected or mate­
rially injured this service? Everyone who reads the protests 
filed with the department, it seems to me, must know that the 
efficiency of this service has been greatly impaired by this so­
called reorganization. 

I want to call rour attention briefly to some of the petitions 
and protests received relative to these changes: 

.AcKWORTH, IowA, October 20, 19lii. 
We, the undersigned patrons of rural route No. 2, from .Ackworth 

in Warren County, Iowa, respectfully petition your honorable depart: 
met that you leave the rural routes from .Ackworth as they are now 
located and operated, and that the change contemplated by your de­
partment, to go into effect November 1 , 1915, be not made, and for the 
following reasons : 

1. That the proposed change and discontinuance of one of the 
routes will take the -:emaining carrier in a great many places from the 
main roads. 

2. The proposed change will miss a large number of families now 
reached by tlie carriers and compel a number of families to go from 
1 to H miles for their mail. 

3. The proposed route will take the carrier on byways in several 
places instead of on the main roads. 

4. That it will often be practically impossible for carrier under the 
proposed change, considering conditions of the roads, to make the 
route. 

5. That it is !mposslble in Iowa to successfully run in a motor 
-.ebicle. 
hil?s. That a considerable portion of the proposed route is over cla.y 

7. That only a small portion of the proposed route is over what is 
known as the county road system, and for that reason is not worked and 
kept in as good condition for travel as the county syst('m. 

(Signed by about 160 persons.) 

ACKWOTITII, lOW.!, 
1\'0t:ember 25, 1915. 

To the ~or;nrrr AssrsT..\:-iT PoSTlUSTER GE:H:.RAL, 
Washington, D. 0. 

DEAN S1R: We, the patt·ons of R. D. No. 1, before the change on 
November 1, 1915, respEctfully ask the department to arrange route 
No. 1 to go, commencing at center of west half section 19 and go east 
irregular to center of section 21, then north one-half mile, north and 
west irregular, then north to center of west line of section 16, then 
north and regular on old route. Commencing three-foutths of a mile 
west of Sandyville at near west line of section 21, then south one-half 
mile, west one-fourth, then south 1?! miles to center of east line of sec­
tion 32, then 1 mile west to center of west line of section 32, then regu­
lar on old rente, 
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Thi<; will give us earlier mail by our former -carrier of Ackworth, 
as this is a good road and in good condition. 

The parts marked out on 1111ap are very billy byways; road Is in bad 
condition and neglected. 

It is impossible for the carrier to get over with car in wet times. 
But vecy little work Is being done ; some bas not bad any work for 
several years. 

Only one patron take daily paper, and only three boxes on the 2 
miles from east line of section 19 south to west line of section 32. 

The patrons farthest off the county road are three-fourths of a mlle. 
The map will show the changes asked :for, which will place more 
patrons on route. 

The crossing on river at center o:f section 17 is In an impassable 
condition at present. In times of high water can not be crossed for 
several days-sometimes for a week or more. 

(Signed by about 15 persons.) 

Hon. C. C. DOWELL, 
ORILLIA, November 3, 1915. 

Des Moines, Iowa: 
We have b<'fore us letter from J. K. Pickett, Acting Fourth Assistant 

Postmaster General1 in reply to your letter concerning the petition from 
Orillia and Cummrngs, protesting against the change in the rural 
routes i.n the above-named places. 

In Mr. Pickett's reply he gives us no sati faction, and seems to know 
more about our requirements than we do our elves. We still insist that 
this change is an act of injustice, and we would like to know wherein 
the department thinK they are bettering the service. We know the 
conditions of the roads here

1 
kn1>w the number of patrons that are 

going to be greatly inconven enced, and would be glad of the oppor­
tunity to show an inspector over the routes, that be might see condi-
tions aR they actually exist. . 

Mr .. Pickett places spec~al emphasis on economy, regardless of service. 
In this case we are payJng for service and getting none. We expect 
to fight this to a fl.nisb, and insist that an in ;pector go over the routes. 

(Signed by committee of five.) 

0RILLIA, October 15, 1915. 
We, the undersigned patrons of rural free delivery No. 1 from 

post office at OrUlia. have been informed that the postmaster at Orlllla 
has been notltl.ed by the department to discontinue the above-mentioned 
route on October 31, 1915. This is not satisfactory to us, and we con­
sider it an act of injustice. 
Whereas this above-mentioned route bas been established for a number 

of years; in fact, 1t is one of the oldest routes in this section of the 
country, it being very favorably located, and covers a circuit on all 
sides of the office of about an equal distance in all directions. 
Under the proposed route starting from Cummings there will be 35 
families that will not be satisfactorily served; and 

Whereas under the present route now existing from Orillla post office 
these are all being served direct ; and 

Whereas the undersigned patrons of the above said route consider !t 
an injustice, and that we are justified in making a demand that our 
present route be left as it now is, with one exception,. and that you 
may add to lt lf the department so desires. We therefore appeal to 
you as our Repre eutotlve to take this matter up wltb the department 
in our behalf, and expect favorable returns. 

(Signed by about 150 persons.) 

Hon. C. C. DOWELL, 
0RILLIA, IOWA, December !9, 1915. 

Des Moines. I otoa. 
DEAR SIR: We acknowledge receipt of your letter of November 22 in­

closing a letter from the Acting Fourth Assistant Postmaster General 
in reply to our second letter to you protesting against the action of the 
department ln di~continuing the route from Orlllla. 

We have carefully read Mr. Pickett's letter and we fail to find any 
justification ln claims made by him. He said the revision was made in 
ordar to suspend any unnecessu.ry travel. Our answer to this is that 
not one foot o.1' unnecessary travel was made by our carrier. He fur­
ther says, without impairing the service of the patrons. If the de­
partment bad this in view, they were simply undertaking an impos­
sibility. Our proof of this is the condition now existing since they 
have put into effect the so-called revision, as we stated in our first 
letter, that the proposed route would greatly inconvenience the patrons, 
and we now say that it certainly bas. In fact, it has deprived them of 
servic') altogether. Next, be says by the savings made by this so­
called revision be can extend service to those who had none. But why 
deprive one man to serve another? We believe the farmers are en­
titled to have their mall delivered to their doors at least once a day in 
this change of service from Orillia to Cummings, and the weather and 
roads will be in a condition that be can cover all of his route all 
the time; they will not get this once-a-day delivery. At this time the 
road conditions are ideal and be does not get in in time for the mail 
to go out on the evening train, so his collection must be held over 
until the next day. One day since the change it rained and the carrier 
had to stay overnight 10 miles out in the country. '.rhe next day he 
cut out about half of the Ori.llia route. This is no fault of the car­
rl<'r, he simply bas a route that can not be covered in bad weather. 

'Mr. Pickett says no injustice was intended to the patrons of Orill1a, 
neither does be believe any was imposed by the change made. How be 
can make this claim fs more than we can understand, for he is making 
n claim that is absolutely wrong, and we believe be is smart enough to 
lmow this, at least be ought to be, holding the position he now does. 
Where u number were receiving their mail at their door and are now 
cut out entirely, Mr. Pickett says that the department is anxious to 
know of the localities where service is actually needed. When you get 
to Washington just tell them that they need look no further than 
Orillia, and now, Mr. DowELL, we know that we are justified in 
making the complaint; it Is an injustice and unreasonable, and as we 
have sairl before, we are all up in arms and expect to fight to the last 
ditch. We believe that you are doing all that you can and thank you 
for same, and hope and believe that you will continue to do so after 
reaching Washington. Just say to the fellows down there that the 
farmers out here in Iowa think we know just as much about roads and 
weather conditions, and what a mail carrier can do and what be can 
not do, and · what we are entitled to, as some clerk sitting in a warm 
office up at Washington· also say to them that there is another elec­
tion coming and all parties are thoroughly disgusted with the radical 

mail change, and if we do not -get what we need ancl ourrht to have now 
we will after election. Thanking you-again for your klnu and valuable 
service. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed by a committee of three.) 

. NORWALK, IOWA, October !0, 1915. 
We, the undersigned patrons of rural route No. 1 of Norwalk have 

been informed that the Post OffiCi! Department has decided to consoli­
date the three routes of this place into two and a part of same into the 
Indianola, Iowa, route. 

We would like for you to u e your utmost influence In maintaining 
the present routes out of Norwalk, Iowa, just as they are, and give for 
~~~~og~~~:ollowing, and there is a number of other reasons not men-

. Route No. 1, for reasons is as follows: Do not want mall from In­
dianola, .for th~ reason of poor roads, too far from post office, and not 
the tradrng pomt of any, or at least of a very few of the patrons ot 
~~fri~e~te, and also the route would be too long for good service, a we 

(Signed by about 75 persons.) 

NORWALK, IOWA, October !0, 1915. 
We, the undersigned patrons of route No. 2 out of the town of Nor­

walk, hereby petition you to use your utmost inftuence in maintaining 
the above route aut of Norwalk, Iowa, just as it now i. , and give for 
our rea ons, as follows . 

We do. not con ider a cllan~ would give us good service, as we are 
now getting, and for a further reason it would so change matters that 
the patrons would be too far from their post office and for a further 
reason the patrons would be getting their mall from a town not their 
trading point, which is very objectionable. 

We eru:nestly solicit you to do all within your power to assist u in 
:rnaintainrn~ !he above route just as we now have it, and feel and 
know that It 1s to the best interest of the patrons of the route. 

We trust that you will not allow any time to be lost in seeing that 
we have that which we are entitled to in tbls matter, and that our 
present service 1 maintained. 

(Signed by about 100 names.) 
(Norwalk-Route No. 3.-Tbe same petition was received, signed by 

about 100 persons.) 

H C 
MILo, IOWA, December G, 1915. 

on. ASSIUS C. DOWELL, ' 
Member Congress, Seventh Distf"ict ot Iowa: . 

Owing to the dis atisfaction of the former patrons of rural free­
delivery mail service out of Milo, Iowa, we take this method of ex­
pressin& to you our regret over the recent changes which were effective 
November 1, 1915. 

We do, therefore, petition the United States Congress at Washington 
D. C., through you, our Representative, to use all reasonable means to 
cause .the said former rural free-delivery service at this place to be re­
~~~~l~~~dl.and reinstate Lewis Daugherty to his position as carrier on 

Also place James W. Estes on route 2 and Eugene Richmond on 
route 3, their respective routes. 

.(Signed by about 110 persons.) 

Hon. C. C. Dow~LL, M. C., 
MILO, IOWA, December G, 1!J15. 

seventli District, Iowa. 
DEAR SIR : Find inclosed herewith a petition praying for an act o:f 

Congress to revise the present rural-man system which is going into 
eJfect in the State of Iowa. With the kind of roads-dirt roads I 
mean-we ha~e in this country, no matl route should be more than 25 
miles, and still better cut them to 20 miles. Reduce the carrier's salary 
to 800 or 900 per annum, and thereby give the rural district better 
mall all the year. Our carrier here can cover a 30-mlle route on dry 
smooth roads, but be bas to keep more horses and can't give as good 
service. 

'l'aJk about economizing if you must, but don't undertake to do it by 
weakening the Rural Mail Service. The farmer would not object to· 
paying a higher rate on post-office mall matter, because be realizes that 
this class of mall is handled too cheaply. He doe n't care so much foJ 
the prlei!, but be wants his man every day regularly, and the only way 
to accomplish this ls to shorteu the routes. 

If you want to see a man go in the air-to use slang phrase-just 
tell him his mall route bas been changed so that he will be served from 
another post office than tbe one where be does his banking and other 
business. Just think of taking away from a family a thing that they 
have learned to beJleve to be their privilege. of having their mall 
delivered to them right at their door from what they consider their 
own town. 
. We have families living as far as 5 miles out that when the recent 
change went into effect they told us to keep their mail in the office ana 
we will call for it, we don't want our mail to come to Lacona. Some 
ba ve taken boxes, and others are going to drop their daily papers on 

· account that they are 24 boul'S old when received. 
There are so many arguments against recent changes and in favor 

of shorter routes that it would take a great deal of time to cover the' 
whole ground in connection with the matter. 

It is being claimed that tbere is no discrimination against certain 
towns and post offices. Take, for instance, the town of Milo, Iowa, 
which bad prior to the recent change only three rural routes, and the 
little town of Lacona had five; now Lacona still retains her number and 
acquired 8 to 9 miles of Milo's most valuable territory, and Milo lost 
one route, leaving two, to Lacona five. Milo is located in and sur~ 
rounded by a nice level country, while Lacona is located in and sur­
rounded by a rough billy country. 

One Lacona route comes within 3 miles of Milo on one side and 
Indianola 1i mJJes on the west side. If that doesn't place this office 
back ln the tourth class it w1ll be very strange. 

The postmaster ln Des Motnes claims that these recent changes are a 
fine thing and everything will he a.Jl right as soon as we learn to take 
our medicine. (I don't know who told him to make the statement.) ; 
He also thinks that the country_ postmasters are responsible, because 
they recommended the change. .W~D, there is one that did not. Most 
emphatically no. -
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'""\""hatcvcr you do. work for the !':horter rcmte, and all the proposed 

chang<'}; .·houlcl he thorotlghly investigated uefore being ordered. . 
Yery truly, yours, 

W. B. DunnAM, 
Post·master. 

Tm:;no, IowA, December £8, 1915. 
We, the citizens of Truro and surrounding vicinity, very much regret 

and protest again. ·t the rerouting of the rural mail system. 
One route has been discontinued. A route coming through our town 

from the north anu others from the west carry our heaviest mall to 
other towns. The routes are lengthened so that it is impossible to get 
good service. We feel that it is an injustice to the rural community 
surrounding Truro. 

Therefore we petition you to u. e your influence to ba;e it reconsidered 
and rerouted so that it will best serve the patrons of our town and 
county. 

(Signed by about 300 persons.) 

WAUKEE, Iowt.., October 1, 1915. 
Ron. C. C. DOWELL, 

Sct'entl~ Congrcssiona~ District, Washington, D. C. 
IIOXORABLE Sm: We, the undersigned patrons of rural route No. 2, 

being now serve(]. f1om the Waukee post office, learning that the said 
1·oute is to be so changed as to be served from the Adel post office, 
r~pectfully ask that, if possible, you consider our objections to the 
said change for the following reasons: 

First. A majority of us are much closer to Waukee, do our banking 
nnd general trading there, and often find it very convenient at tinles 
to call at the Waukee post office for our mail, when in town, which is 
often of considerable importance. 

Second. l\Iost of us now have our mail delivered in boxes at our 
farm , wherea!:' if the contemplated change is made in route some of 
us would have to 1:1'0 from one-fourth to one-half mile to some corner 
or crossroads for our mail. 

Third. In case of storms or impassable roads or other causes where 
carriN' is unablE> to make the route, many of us could go to Waukee 
and ~et our mall, whereas the distance to Adel is such that we could 
not do so. 

Fourth. Coon River would be between the proposed route and Adel, 
which. in case of high water, would make it impossible for vehicles to 
cro s the bottom for dass at a time, as it has been in the past. 

(Signed by about 75 persons.) 

WAUKEE, IOWA, October 1, 1913. 
lion. C. C. DOWELL. 

DE.\r. SIR: In offering this petition for your consideration, we would 
<:mpha ize object!on 4 in petition relative to the Coon River, which 
again roRe at Adel to such height as to make it dangerous and almost 
impas. able, sini!P. we started this petition. 

We have about seven-eighths of the patrons of route No. 2 attached 
to this petition. Those that did not sign it admit they get no 
better service, but do their banking and trading at Adel. 

Hoping this will recei>e your favorable consiUcration, 
Yours, re pcc-tfully, 

JOHN LEWELLYN. 

D.1LLAS CE:-\TEP., low A, October 5, 1915. 
To 1lte honorable rosTliASTEll GENERAL, 

Washington, D. C.: 
·we, the Panther Cooperative Association of Patrons of Route No. 3. 

out of Dallas Center, hereby protest against the change that ts to be 
made cutting us off from the Dallas Center post office and attaching us 
to Allel. 

There has been expended over $5,000 on the route between Panther, 
Iowa, and Dallas Center, and we believe that this route is much better 
than the propo ed rCiute frcm Adel. 

The proposed route from Adel, passing over many byroads where 
Jn wintertime the roads arc impassable, and we are afraid much of the 
Hme we will be unable to get our mail O>er the proposed new road from 
Adel to Panther store. 

Respectfully, (Signed by about 35 per&ons.) 

Hon. C. C. DowELL, 
Congressman fmm Sct:enth Distt·ict of Iowa-Des Moines. 

DLHU SIR: We, the undersigned, being patrons of Rural Delivery 
Routes Nos. 1 and 2, out of Ankeny, Polk County, Iowa, do hereby 
most respectfully and emphatically protest against the proposed con­
solida ti:>n of the. c two routes, and the proposal to carry the mall over 
said proposed consoll:lated route by automobile. Our objection to this 
consolidation is basel! on the fact that dUI·ing a larfe part of the winter 
months and during the rainy season of the spring t will be impossible, 
owing to the condition of the roads, for the carrier to make his trip 
with an automobile over this route with any degree of regularity, 
thereby delaying our ma.U service and at times discontinuing it alto­
gethE.'r. We would further call your attention to the fact that owing 
to the length of this proposed consolidated route, it would be impos­
sible for a carrier to make the trip in a. day by means of horses. We 
therefore arc asking you to use your influence against this proposed 
change and to present this protest to the proper authorities at Wash­
ington. 

(l'(•titlon for Route No. 2 same as above.) 
(Route No. 1, signed by about 50 persons; Route No. 2, signed by 

about 180 persons.) 

lion. C..!SSIUS C. DOWELL: 
INDIANOLA, IOWA, Oetobe1· 25, 1915. 

"ITc. the undersigned patt·ons of rural route No. 4, Indianola Iowa 
having been jnformed that a change in schedule of that rural mali 
route will !ake effect November .1. 1915, and that the route. when 
changed, ·w1ll either cut off or IIDpair ~reatly the satisfactory mall 
deliv<'l"Y service wi.Jich we have enjoyed fot· 14 yeat·s, respectfully ask 
:von to take up the subject with the rural-serrtce division of the Post 
Office Deportment nnd request them to allow the route to continue on 
the olcl schedule. Except go west 80 rods on south line of section 6 
thcfi uorth one-half mile, then cost one-quartet· mile to old schedule. ~ 

(Signed by about 40 persons,). 

Hon. CASSIUS C. DOWELL, 
NEW VIRGIXIA., Iow.1., October 30, 19D. 

Des Moines, Iowa. 
DEAR Sm: I wish to enter a protest against the change tllat has 

been made in our rural delivery service. And I voice the sentiment of 
the people in general in this country. The routes have been lengtllened, 
making it impossible f'Jr the carriers to make the rounds in bad 
weather. You know the condition of the Warren County roads in bad 
weather. And I trust you will use your influence to have a change 
made in the near future that will give us better· service. 

Yours, very truly, 
liAllLOW :'IIILLS. 

PATTERSON, IOWA, Not:embcr 9, 1915. 
FOURTH ASSIS'£A:XT POSTMASTER GE .ERAL, 

Wasltington, D. C. 
DEAR SIR: We the undE'rsigned are now patrons of the Patterson 

post offire, and we -are writing you a protest against being put on the 
Winterset routes on December 1, 1915. We do our trading here at Pat­
terson and come here, the majority of us, almost daily and can get our 
mail when here, and we seldom go to Winterset. 

(Signed by about 30 persons.) 

PATTERSON, IOWA, November 9, 1915. 
FOURTH ASSISTANT POSTM.1STER GENERAL, 

Division of Rural Mails, Washington, D. 0. 
DEAR SIR: We the undersigned are now patrons of the Winterset anll 

St. Charles post offices, and we petition your honorable body to permit 
us to receh·e our mail from the post office at Patterson, Iowa. 

Hon. CASSIUS C. DOWELL, 

(Signed by about 20 persons.) 
WOODWARD, lOW.1, December 29, 1915. 

Representative (1·om the Seventh Oongi·essional District, 
Des Moines, Iowa: 

We the undersigned patrons of rural route No. 2, Woodward, Iowa, 
some months ago petitioned the Postmaster General for a. change in 
part of the route of carrier No. 2, from Woodward, by which said car­
rier would, by leaving the present route at the middle of the WE'St line 
of section 36 and going in either direction around section 1, Des Moines 
Township, Dallas County, Iowa, and the south half of section 36, Peo­
ples Township, Boone County, Iowa, give 12 families front-door mall 
service, which families at present are one-quarter to three-quarters of a 
mile from their mail boxes. 

We feel that in rejecting our petition the Postmaster General did not 
fully understand the merits of our petition, .and feel that if this is 
awarded us we are receiving only what we are fairly entitled to. • 

We desire your earnest support and assistance in this matter. 
(Signed by 12 persons. ) 

Hon. C. C. DowELL. 
Washington, D. C. 

COLO SAVINGS ll.\:XK, 
CoLo, low A, February 5, 1916. 

DEAn Sm: At the request of ?.llr. J. D. Lounsberry, one of our farmer 
friends, who circulated the inclosed petition, we are forwarding same 
to you. This petition is signed by representative farmers and business 
men of this community, the larger part of the signers being farmers who 
are affected by the chang~ in mail service. I can assure you that there 
is genuine dissatisfaction with the change in mail routes at this point. 
and anything you may do to help relle>e the situation will be appre­
ciated by the patrons here. 

Yours, very truly, 

lion. C. C. DOWELL, 
Washingt01~, D. C. 

C. W. YEAGER, Cashie1·. 

CoLO, I ow A, February 5, 1916. 

DEAR Sm: We, the undersigned voters of Story County, patrons of the 
Colo, Iowa, post office, and business men of the town of Colo, respect­
fully request that you use your infiuence to have the Postmaster General 
reconsider his order to abandon one rural route out of Colo, Iowa. 

Considerable tinle and money have been spent to get the route roads 
in good condition, a number of patrons of the office and customers of 
the town are forced to get their mall elsewhere, making it inconvenient 
for the patron as well as being a detriment to the town. The rural 
mall service from Colo was entirely satisfactory prior to the change, 
but under the new arrangement many patrons who have received their 
mail from the Colo office for years, living close to Colo, are compelled 
to get their mail on the Nevada routes or not have their mail delivered 
Many are refusing to have their address changed on account of doin..; 
all their other business in Colo, and call for their mail at the office': 
Under these crrcumstances the new arrangement is found unsatisfactory 
nnd we herein voice our urgent protest against the change. 

(About 22G persons.) 

These protests have all been filed with the Post Office Depart~ 
ment, and, so far as I know, have resulted in no changes by the 
department from the original plan. These protests are not made 
without cause. Neither are they made because of any disposition 
on the part of the signers to criticize or object to an economica 1 
administration of the affairs of this department. But they are 
made because of an honest belief, and because of evidence upon 
which to base this belief, that they can not and will not receive 
efficient service under the present change of the rural routes. 

In addition to the complaints I have referred to, which are 
conclusive in showing the absolute failure of this reorganization 
plan, there is one other distinct protest which applies to many 
of the changes made by the department. I refer to the arbi­
trary change by the department of the post office address- of 
many patrons of these routes. To illush·ate, one town in my 
district had but one rural route of about 24 miles in length, 
which circlell about the little town. The recent change by the 
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department took this route from this little town and trans­
ferred it to a town some miles away, thus changing the post­
office ncJdrel'$ of the citizens living about the town. 

1\lr. STEENERSON. Will the gentleman yield? 
l\fr. DOWELL. I only have just a few moments. 
l\fr. ;;JTEENERSON. I will give the gentleman more time. 
1\fr. DOWELL. Certainly. 
.Mr. STEENERSON. I want to know the name of the town? 
Mr. DO"\VELL. The town is Orillia, Iowa. I want to say to 

the gentleman there are a number of places in the district I 
have the honor to represent where the post-office address of 
per ons has been changed from the town near which they live­
sometimes at the very edge of the town-to one some miles 
away. 

Under similar circumstances, th-is change .of post-office ad­
dress has occurred in many places, as is shown in these petitions 
and prote ts. And these citizens arc not permitted to get their 
mail from the town or village they are contributing to build up 
and support. 

It is the numerous communities which make up this great Re­
public of ours, and it should be the aim and purpose of every 
department of the Government to cultivate and encourage the 
building up and improvement of these communities. 

The tnking away of the rural route from these .communities 
and the changing of the post-office address to a city or town many 
miles away has a tendency to destroy the community interest, ' 
and the people have-the right to protest against any system or 
plan which has a tendency to destroy this community interest. 
And they have the right to protest against the arbitrary change 
of their post-office address from the town they are helping to 
build up and improve. Every 1ndividu~ I believe, is and 
ought to be loyal to his own community, and I am proud to 
know that the e petitions and protests maintain this loyalty. 

In conclusion let me say that the farmers have the right to . 
insist that the Post Office Department in fixing these routes 
give to them the same consideration that is given to the mer­
chant or the man living in the city. This is all they ask, and 
this they are entitled to receive. And I maintain that a fair 
-consideration of these petitions and protests nnd the facts pre­
sented therein will restore the rural routes to where they were , 
prior to the pre.~ent change and will restore to them a good and : 
satisfactory service. [Applause.l 

Mr. Chairman, I desire to ask permission to extend my re­
marks in the RECORD and to print therein the petitions to which 
I referred. 

The CHAIR~fAN. Is there objection to the request of the 
g-entleman from Iowa'? [After a pause.] The Ohair bears none. 

1\fr . .M:OON. l\Ir. Chairman, I sympathize with those gentle­
men who are tlxmbled by their constituents about routes; but, as 
·I remarked a while ago, .gentlemen ought to be ptJ.tient auout 
these changes. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. DowELL] knows 
that there are many thousands of routes in the United States. 
and that there has been an adjustment of seven or eight thou­
sand of those routes in the interest of the public, as the depart­
ment believes, and a saving of an amount of money that enables 
the ndruini tration to sny that rural routes can be conducted for 
four nnd a ha:lf million dollars less than heretofore. But the 
committee .are not willing to mak-e a reduction in this service. 
They have not done o. We fix the sum at $53,000,000. The 
gentleman ought to know that with all of these routes that the 
readjustment can not be made in e-very State at once. He is 
eompJaining of Iowa. Let us see what the facts say about that 

tate. Here is a statement showing by States the extension of 
the rural l'Oute service from March 1, 1913, to November 8, 
1915, and the discontinuance and curtailment of routes : 

Office. 

Albia ................................ . 
Do .......................•..••... 

Atnlis3a .•......•..............•...•.• 
Do .............................. . 

Au.burn . ............................ . 
Dlockton ... .. .................•.....• 
Borle . ..... ........................•.. 
Britt. .... ... ...........•............. 
Danville ...•..................•.....•. 

Do .............................. . 
Des :M.oine3 .. ..... .................•.• 

D~~Iii:::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::: 
EJ!iott .............................. . 
l~mmetsburg . . ....... ...... ......... . 
Fairfax .........................•..... 
Fairfield ............................. . 
if orest {' ity . ............ .............. . 
Orncttiugcr .. .. .. .................... . 
Grinnell ........... ..•...•............ 
Griswold ............................ . 

Route. 

l 
4 
'1. 
2 
2 
3 
2 
1 
1 
3 
3 
4 
4 
1 
1 
1 
5 
2 
1 
2 
2 

Old 
length. 

22.78 
23.40 
22.75 
22.07 
24.75 
24.19 
26.00 
26.25 
24.50 
24.25 
24.23 

~~ 
28.50 
25.25 
24.00 
25.285 
26.00 
20.50 
25.00 
25.00 

New 
length. 

-25.81 
24.80 
29.75 
22.325 
25.75 
24.69 
27.00 
29.25 
27.00 
281 
24.75 
28i 
27.75 
30.50 
27.25 
2400 
25.40.5 
26.25 
22.50 
27.00 
26.25 

Date 
effective. 

Aug .. 1,1915 
June 16,1914 
May 16,1915 
Nov. 1,1914 
Oct 16,1914 
Nov 16,1914 
Oct. 16,1914 
Sept. 1, 1915 
May 16,1915 

Do. · 
Oct. 1,1914 
July 16,19a 
.A.pr. 1,1915 
Jan. 1,1915 
Dec. 4,1915 
lune 16,1913 
May 1,1913 
Mar. 16,1913 
Aug. 16,19U 
Mar. 16, 1913 
Jan. 1,1915 

Office. 

Guthrie Center ••.. • ..••.............. 
Hiteman ............................ . 
Humboldt •..••.•..••• ~ ··············· 

Imof>~~:: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Independence ....................... . 

Do .......•........••..••....••..• 

low~~~:.::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Do .............................. . Iowa Falls ......... .................. . 

Janesville ............................ . 
Do .••.............••......•....•. 

Jefferson ........•......••.....•....... 

{t!ll~ifoti:: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Keokuk ......... .• ................•.. 
Killduff .......... . ...........••...• . . 
Lake Mills ...•....•.•...•...•...•..... 

~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
~~~~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Lovilia .............................. . 

~;~:~.g~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Ma'1J.5~~~ : :::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

Do ..... ·- ························ 

M::~~~::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::: :j 

-I 
3 
1 
5 
1 
2 
3 
3 
5 
7 
8 
6 
1 
2 
3 
2 
4 
2 

~ 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 
3 
5 
6 
4 
1' 
1 

Old 
length. 

26.25 
23.18 
22.25 
26.00 
26.25 
2&1 
26.75 
29.88 
27.65 
25i 
27.00 
29.10 
25.75 
24.00 
25.50 
23.25 
22.09 
2 .50 
231 
24..50 
27.75 
253 
23.46 
161 
29.75 
28:t 
28.75 
25g 
24.00 
29.75 
26.625 
26.00 
28.00 

New 
length. 

26.75 
24.28 
22.50 
28g 
28.75 
26.75 
30.125 
3LOO 
.29.15 
27.00 
Z7 
29.60 
26.75 
29~ 
26.50 
23.75 
23.09 
29.23 
24i 
25.59 
29.75 
26~ 
23.4.96 
181 
30.2j 
28~ . 
30.775 
29.0J 
29.75 
30.40 
2 .13 
28.00 
28.25 

Dato 
effective. 

June 16.1913 
June 1,1913 
July 1,1914 
May 1G,1915 
Nov. 1,1915 
Apr. 1G,19U 
June 16,1915 
Nov. 1,1915 

Do . 
June 1,1915 
May 16,1913 
July 1,1915 
July 1,1913 
June 16,1915 
Nov. 16,1915 
Sept. 1,1913 
May 1G,1915 
Oct. 1G,1915 
July 1,1913 
Jan. 1,1915 
July 6,1915 
Apr. 1G,19U 
June 16,1915 
Apr. 1,1914 
Nov. 16,1915 
Nov. 1,19U 
Dec. 1,1915 

Do. 
Oct. 16, 1915 
Dec. 1,1915 
July 1,1915 
Sept 1,1915 
Sept. 16,1915 

There is not a change of more than 5 miles in a particular 
route from any of these towns as reported by the department. 

1\fr. RAMSEYER. Will the gentleman yield? 
1\Ir . .M:OON. Yes. 
Mr. RAl\fSEYER. The report only brings it down to November 

8. I would like to know why you stop at that date? 
1\Ir. MOON. That was about the beginning of the time of this 

Congress. Reports could not have been made very much later. 
Mr. RAl\fSEYER. In my district there were 16 routes dis­

continued .and 63 extended, and nearly all of that was done 
since Nov-ember 8. 

Mr. l\IOON. Possibly that may be so. Now, as I said before, 
here is the readjustment after the beginning of this Congre s. 
There is the letter from the department saying that they are 
proposing to readjust, not only once but twice, so as to make 
these matters entirely satisfactory to you. Do you think that 
all routes can be adjusted in five or six weeks? Gentlemen 
should learn some measure of patie~ce about this matter. 

Mr. RAMSEYER. Will the gentleman yield? 
l\fr. MOON. Yes. 
Mr. RAMSEYER. Does the gentleman contend that a discon­

tinuance or extension of a route can be made by following the 
maps in the office and without sending an inspector over the 
routes? 

Mr. MOON. Of course, I d'O not contend that a route that has 
not been inspected could be so laid out by blue prints in the 
office, and the fact is that there has not such a tl1ing been done, 
no matter what any gentleman says here. Those routes have, 
every one of them, been inspected time and again. ~t may be 
true that after the inspection was made and the diagram of that 
route made that some changes were made in it without a rein­
spection. That is perhaps the cause of complaint of some of you 
gentlemen. 

Mr. DOWELL. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. MOON. Oh, no; you would not yield to me a while ago. 

I would be glad to yield to you if you had yielded to me then. 
Now, it would be impossible for the department to make all 

of these readjustments at once. Of cour e everybody is more 
or less dissatisfied with changes, or somebody i more or less 
dissatisfied with changes on routes. Now, if you gentlemen 
will go down to the d~partment and file your complaint, as 
many of you have done, in due time an inspector will be :;;ent 
there to ascertain whether you are correct in your contention 
or not, and if you are, the matter will be remedied, and if it 
requires a second inspection to do it that will also be granted .. 

You heard a letter from the Fourth Assistant Postmaster. 
General read, in which he explained the manner in which the 
adjustment had been done in one congressional district in 1\fich­
igan, and how entirely satisfactory it was, and how much money, 
had been saved by reason of it. Now, that will occur with you all 
in due time. I do not blame you for talking here for home 
consumption on that matter, bnt we are transacting a little 
business in this House on that question, and you have to wait 
and have patience. You can not have this change all at once, 
These routes will be adjusted. You will be attended to in time 
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1\fr. RAMSEYER. I am not talking for home consumption; 
I am asking for information. We have 32 protests in the Post 
Office Department now, and I hope they will be around and 
inspect the routes. But I do know from information I have 
from my district that there has not been a single route inspected 
within a year. 

Mr. MOON. It does not need it within a year. Does not the 
gentleman understand that an intelligent official does not have to 
inspect a route every year? There was an inspection made 
when the route was laid out, and there was another inspection 
when the route was put in, in order to readjust the trouble. 
Those routes are all inspected.. Even if a part of them had been 
changed from the blue print, and it has brought trouble, that 
can be corrected by an inspection as soon as the inspectors can 
get to it, as the department says. When you explain these 
matters to your constituents. I do not think you will be troubled 
further with it. I know you have done all you could, and if 
there is a complaint you have put it right. · · 

Mr. RAMSEYER. Yes, sir; we have. 
1\fr. MOON. And the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. How.A:BD] 

is in a little trouble the same as you have been in-maybe more 
trouble. But I am satisfied they are going to be treated exactly 
as they have been treated in Michigan, when they get to them. 

Mr. HOWARD. It is true, as the gentleman says, there has 
been a good deal of trouble with the adjustment in the State 
of Georgia than in the States of these other gentlemen. 

Mr. MOON. Georgia is the worst State as far as that is con­
cerned. They have been raising so much corn and cotton on the 
old roads that they had to go through cotton fields there to estab­
lish a new route. 

1\Jr. HOWARD. Yes, sir. They have had to pick cotton 
there in order to get through with the mails. [Laughter.] 

l\Ir. MOON. And they were so anxious to make money on the 
cotton after the readjustment that they put the old roads into 
cotton fields. 

1\fr. HOWARD. There is no complaint on that. It is just the 
activity of the department to give efficient service. 

Mr. RAMSEYER. Do I understand the gentleman to say 
there has been no complaint in the State of Georgia? 

Mr. MOON. The gentleman did not understand me correctly. 
The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HowARD] has complained 
more than all of you put together. 

M1·. RAMSEYER. I understood the gentleman from Georgia 
to say that Georgia had not complained. 

Mr. MOON. Georgia has complained. All of you gentlemen 
will be looked after. Just be patient. 

l\Ir. STEENERSON. Mr. Chairman, I yield 15 minutes to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. GREENE]. 

l\1r. GREENE of Massachusetts. 1\Ir. Chairman, I propose to 
talk a little on the rural free delivery, and especially the rural 
free delivery in the district which I have the honor to represent. 
The first notice that was received of any change in the rural 
delivery in the district came on the 22d day of November, when 
I was called by telephone and informed that there had been a 
notice of a change of the Uural Free Delivery Service in the 
town of Somerset, which is located on the west side of Taunton 
River opposite the city of Fall River, where I reside, and that 
the carrier had been notified that his services would be no 
longet· required, giving him notice that changes to be effected 
there would go into operation on the 30th day of November. 

I made some inquiries as to what was being done, as I had 
not previously heard anything about it, and the postmaster of 
Somerset did not know anything about these changes until he 
got the official notice, nor did the carrier know anything about 
it. To this day the carrier has never received any notice except 
the one which he received from the postmaster at Somerset. 
The department never sent any notice to this carrier that he 
was to be retired. He received the cold-blooded notice from the 
postmaster that on the 30th <lay of November his service would 
no longer be required. 

Now, what did they do with the town of Som~ . . et-a town 
that has grown rapidly, as shown by percentage of growth, 
more than any other town in my district outside, of course, of 
the city in which I live, which has grown still more rapidly? 

The division of that town was made by going through what is 
called Center Street and taJdng all postal territory north of 
Center Street and placing it under rural free-delivery carrier 
in the town of Dighton, and further notice was given that all 
mails in this section of Somerset wtmld be sent to the Dighton 
post office. All territory south of Center Street was taken from 
f:omerset and placed in the town of Swansea, and notice was 
given that on and after November SO the earrier from Swansea 
woulrl bring from Swansea the letters addressed to those individ­
uals, who had received for more than 12 years, since the Rural 

Free Delivery Service was established, their mail from the town 
of Somerset, where they reside. 

Now, Somerset has some important business interests. Some 
of the business men had their letterheads prepared and p-ro· 
ceeded to do business under the advantages that they obtained 
from the successful carrying on of the rural carrier service and 
the increased service of the parcel post. They felt that that 
service would be a permanent aid in the successful establish­
ment of business, which would give to themselves and their 
families more of the comforts of life than they had formerly en­
joyed. The people living in the country towns were thereby 
encouraged to establish various lines of business, and they pro­
ceeded to do this, because in that way they could earn a little 
better living than they had been having the opportunity to ob­
tain by reason of work on their farms. 

That change of the Rural Free Delivery Service came as a 
surprise to me. I was compelled to say in answer to inquirers, 
"I absolutely know nothing about it." My constituents were 
calling me constantly over the telephone and telling me what 
was happening all over the district. Later in the day the people 
from South Westport called me up and told me they had re­
ceived notice that their office was to be changed, and that their 
delivery . was to be practically destroyed and made useless. 
They said, u We are going to hold a public meeting down in the 
village of South Westport to-night, and we would like to have 
yon attend that meeting." They said, "We will send up an 
automobile for you." I do not happen to own one. They said, 
" We will take y011 down and bring you back." 

I went down, and when I arrived there I found, in a nice little 
Quaker meetinghouse, a number of infuriated citizens, who 
met there and related to me their sorrows and troubles over 
these rural free delivery clmnges~ My friend and colleague 
from the sixteenth district [l\1r. WALSH] was affected like 
myself, because some people in his district, which immediately 
adjoins mine, were affected by the changes that were made as 
to the delivery of their man. 

Afte1· we arrived there there was some considerable talk 
among the citizens as to the disadvantages under which they 
would suffer by the proposed changes, and there were som\l 
rural free delivery carriers there. Some of the gentlemen said: 
" Let us call on the rural free delivery carriers to tell us how 
this affects us and what their position will be.'~ I presided 
at the meeting, and I said: "Why, you do not want to call on 
these earriers. They are in the executive department of this 
Government, and if they tell what they know they will probably 
get themselves into trouble. But, thank God. I am a free 
Representative of the people, and I am under no obligation to 
the Executive department. I am a part of the legislative de­
partment, and I can say what I please and do whatever I 
please, because I am responsible to the people I represent and 
not subject to official dictation." 

The citizens present explained very fully the unfortunate 
predicament in which they would be placed and the great finan­
cial loss to which they would be subjected, and finally, after 
the situation had been talked over and my eloquent friend l1ere 
on my right [l\1r. WALSH], who can talk much more eloquently 
than I can, had told these people what we would try to do for 
them, I said I would send a dispatch to the Post Office Depart­
ment, telling the department what the situation was, and we 
would see if we could get any kind of response from the 
department. I will read to you the dispatch which I sent that 
night after I arrived home and before I went to bed at mid· 
night. This is the dispatch that I sent : . 

Citizens of tfie district I represent, in mass meeting assembled at 
South Westport. are bitterly opposed to orders tha1: have been issued 
overthrowing the Rural Delivery Service. They and constituents else­
where ask that the date named when orders shall be effective be post­
poned. until an investigation can be mad-e. In many cases important 
business interests will be seriously affected by the proposed changes. 
I shall be in Washington on December 2, and desire to confer with you 
upon the vital questions involved. 

Now, at South Westport there happened to be one woman 
who was secretary of the Women's Christian Temperance 
Union and a number of other affiliated organizations, and she 
stated that she had sent out herself personally nearly 800 let­
ters during the last year, and had received 800 replies that came 
back to South Westport, and that under the change, as proposed 
by this route, their conveniences would practically be destroyed. 
Se-veral gentlemen, under the inspiration of the Rural Free 
Delivery Service and the advantages whieh they had enjoyed, 
had established the business of selling young chickens-mind 
you, this route had been in operation for 16 years-and they 
had sold over 17,000 chicks annually that had been sent out 
by means of the parcel post and also under the advantages 
of Rural Free Delivery Service, and besides the chicks thousands 
upon thousands of dozens of eggs ; and under the change made 
by this proposition their mail facilities would be very seriouslY. 
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disturbed. I just heard the chairman of the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads tell Members to be patient. You 
can not be patient when you get notices tl1roughout your entire 
uistrict that in eight days they are going to tear the postal 
facilities in your district all to pieces, so far as rural delivery 
is concerned. You can not be patient when your carriers are 
notified that in eight days their services will be dispensed 
with-not in consequence of notices sent to the carriers them­
selves, but notices sent to the post office, where the postmaster 
simply tells the carriers that they are to be discharged. Some 
6f the carriers had bought automobiles, and now that they have 
been removed from the service they have the machines on their 
hands, and in many cases they have families to support without 
any means of permanent employment. 

1\Ir. McKENZIE. I should like to ask the gentleman a 
question. 

Mr. GREENE of Massachusetts. I yield. 
Mr. McKENZIE. I should like to ask the gentleman whether 

or not this change was brought about by the impro>ement of 
the highways in this district? 

Mr. GREENE of Massachusetts. The highways in the uis­
trict which I have the honor to represent have always been 
good. Some of them possibly are not yet put in the condition 
that they ought to be. Massachusetts is a progressive State, 
and we are constantly improving in e\erything that we can. 
But let me tell you straight-and what I tell you is the fact­
that the people who live in these country towns, ·who for from 
12 to 16 years have had service once a day and have had the 
enjoyment of these privileges, feel that they are entitled to 
them, and they feel, furthermore, that when they come up 
to the city in which I live and where most of tllem trade and 
find that we get four and five deliveries a day, while we do 
not pay any more toward the support of the Government pro­
portionately than they do, they feel that to deprive them of 
these rights is an outrage upon them. Furthermore, the 
changes that were made took from them the evening paper 
that was of as much value to them as the mail. By the change 
they would get the evening paper the next day. One gentleman 
was asked if they could not read it then. He replied, "We 
farmers work all day, and we could not read it until the next 
night, and then the day had gone by, the paper was old, and 
was of no value in a live community. They wanted the daily 
paper that gave them the market reports every night, so that 
they would be prepared to know what price they should ask 
for the goods that they send out in the morning mail." 

This change in the district that I represent has so thoroughly 
demoralized nearly· every· route in the district that nobody gets 
a service that is worth counting as a con>enience at all. 

:JUr. MOON. I want to ask if the roads in the gentleman's 
district are of such a character that an automobile could make 
a trip of 35 miles and back and gi\e the service to the people 
to which they are entitled? 

Mr. GREENE of Massachusetts. Yes; but there are many 
places in my district that are not so situated that you can do 
that, and there are plenty of places in my district that could 
be reached that are not, although petitions for extensions have 
remained many months at the department without any con­
sideration or report. · 

Mr. MOON. You would not object to any rural deli\ery 
system, however long the route might be, by which your mails 
could be delivered and you could have a proper and efficient 
service for your people? 

Mr. GREENE of Massachusetts. No; but we have not the 
service now, and the people are deprived of the good service 
they have long enjoyed by the rash and hasty action of the 
uepartment. . 

Mr. MOON. You would not object if you had it so adjusted? 
Mr. GREENE of Massachusetts. I would want to see what 

the adjustment was before I would think of indorsing it. All 
this humbug does not amount to anything. 

1\.Ir. MOON. Is not the trouble about the whole thing largely 
due to the fact that in the readjustment of the service, while it 
may be disturbed temporarily until there can be a full and com­
plete readjustment, there will be a reduction of the number o:r 
carriers. Is not that the trouble? 

Mr. GREENE of Massachusetts. No; and before I get 
through I will tell the gentleman something. 

1\Ir. 1\.IOON. Will the gentleman answer that question? 
1\Ir. GREENE of 1\Ias achusetts. That is not the fact, and 

I will prove it to you in a few moments. 
Now, the department without investigation, on the strength 

of the trouble that these people made in that little Quaker 
meetinghouse, changed the service to suit those people that com­
I1lnined, but in doing so they overtui·ned all the other routes in 
the town. There was the greatest disturbance you ever saw. 

The people said to ·me, "Here, you went dmvn to South 'Vest­
port where those folks held a meeting and you fixed it for them. 
See if you can not fix it for use." I said, " I will try. I will 
tell you what I will do." . 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
Mr. PAIGE of Massachu etts. I yield to the gentleman 10 

minutes more. 
Mr. GREEl'\"'E of Massachusetts. I shall need more time 

than that. I ha\e not begun yet. 
1\Ir. 1\IOO:N. I will gi\e the gentleman some time if he 

needs it. 
1\Ir. GREENE of 1\Iassachusetts. I want to tell you some­

thing about the conditions. In addition to the rm·al free­
delivery service at the town of \Vest11ort, we have rural free­
deli\ery service at South Westport. There is also rural free­
deli\ery service at North Westport and other parts of the town 
unprovided for. The citizens of the central town of 'Ve tport 
sent me a number of letters which I filed with the department. 
Each one of those letters explained the situation as it really 
was. I sent those letter to the department, telling them how 
ridiculous it was to change rm·al free-delivery routes without 
an in\estigation. The department told me they had changed 
them on their route map in the office. They told me that when 
I called at the department in December last. They hall the 
route maps out and showed me. They said, " Here is where 
your route goes." I said, "I don't want to be bothered with 
anything of that kind. Send a man on to the ground and let 
him see what is there." Now, let us see what happened after­
wards. I had a number of letters which I filed. They bad no 
more effect than it would have to throw a pail of water out of 
the window. They ne\cr paid any attention at all to tho e let· 
ters. I present here a copy of letter from a gentleman who 
had established a busines in the town of Westport: 
(John Allen poultry farm. Rhode Island Reds. The best business 

breed. Established 1901.) 

Hon. WILLIA.:\I S. GnEE~E. 
WESTPORT, Mass., Fe1wuary 2, 1916-8 a. m. 

DEAR Sm : This letter, if placed in my mail box before 11 a. m., 
will be taken to South We tport to " spend the day " and also to 
"spend the night," leaving for New Bedford at 8.30 a. m. to-morrow 
morning-. 

Under the former schedule the letter would leave Westport (fr·om 
my box) at 2 p. m. same day as mailed and reach New York befot·e It 
now leaves Westport. 

l\lind you, he had to mail his letters three hours earlier than 
under the former schedule in order that the mail might slum­
ber at South Westport all the afternoon and all night in oruer 
that the cairier m1ght take the mail fTom South Westport at 
8.30 o'clock a. m. the next day. 

Will you please insist that this particular route be at once read­
just(:'d o that all patrons may be servecl justly? As it now stnnds 
part of the route gets cream and over half gets sklm milk. 

You1·s, truly, 
JOHN ALLE~. 

Now, that is the way the routes are generally throughout my 
di trict. Some of them get pretty good service. The people of 
South Westport waked up very quickly, and they found that if 
they did not bestir themselves they would be ju"t exactly where 
the town of We tport now is. And some of the people of the 
town of Westport who were at the meeting that night said, "If 
they make these changes, we shall be just where South Westport 
is by the changes the department has already made." . It empha­
sizes the fact that changes can not be properly made without 
proper investigation and inspection. 

So thE:re is the situation. Those are the real facts as they 
exi t. Sixty-six different box: holders stated that they were 
in the same position as Mr. Allen was. 

I sent the letter of 1\lr. John Allen to the depru·tment, nnd here 
I have the department's reply: 

POST OFFICE DEPAllTliENT, 
FOURTH ASSitlTANT POSTMASTER GE~ERAL, 

· Washington, Pcbruat·u 7, 191G. 
lion. WILLUli S. GREENE, 

House of Rcpt·escntatv,;cs. 
l\IY DEAR MR. GnEE~E : In reply to your letter of the 4th instant, 

transmitting a .communication addressed you by 1\Ir. John Allen, of 
Westport, Mass., protesting against the mail service afforded patrons of 
former route No. 1 from that office, but now served from South West­
port, and requesting that the situation be remedied, I be~ to state that 
this matter is to be made the basis of personal investigation by a rcpre­
sentati\e of the department. 

Sincerely, yours, JAS. I. BLAKSLEE, 
Fourth Assistant Postmaste1· General. 

Now, friends say, " that is all right," but the " all right" 
part would have been if it had been done before they diu the 
damage. These people are suffering now for the lack of a 
proper mail service. The chairman of the committee has 
said in his remarks here, "Why are you not patient?" I say, 
why was not the Post Office Department a little patient, instead 
of destroying the usefulness of every route in the ill. trict 
eight days before we assembled here, and doing that without 
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conferring with me, without conferting with a single patron, 
without trying to see 'That the effect would be? 

~1r. McKENZIE. Will the gentleman yield for a question? 
Mr. GREENE of 1\f.assachusetts. Certainly. 
Mr. McKENZIE. I should like to ask the gentleman whether 

he wants us to understand that the Post Office Department in 
the past, in order to economize in the rural free delivery of 
the GoTernment, bas taken down the map of certain townships 
and counties and simply marked out the routes in the office 
without sending an inspector out to see what the effect of that 
action would be? 

Mr. GHEENE of Massachusetts. I will state this: That 
eTery rural free delivery route in my district, and I have been 
a 1\lember of this House for more than 17 years, was estab­
lished by capable inspectors, and in many cases I accom­
panied the in pector when the routes w-ere established, and 
those routes were establi. hed for the purpo e of allowing the 
people who lived in the~e county tow-ns to have their mail go 
out of their to,vn in ea. on to give them the practieal advan­
tages of modified city delivery; and now there is no advantage 
in tbe propositions to which they have been subjected, because 
the routes lm>e been altered without personal inspection, nor 
has an attempt to provide con>enient mail connections been 
undertaken. '£hat i ~ the point. The fact is the department 
bn · not a supply of experienced inspectors to do this work. 
Tiler nre now map examiners in the department. They have 
disrui._ eel nil of the ex]_)erieneed inspectors they had up in my 
section of the country. Let me giTe you an actual illustration. 

One of the im:pectors tllat lives in my district, who has been 
·30 year~ in the service and was a very capable man, was called 
upon one day by a committee that w-as looking around to find 
some lloles w-here tb y could put some new men"in as inspectors. 
They called upon him anll aid, "Now, look here, we want you 
to resign." He said, "What for?" and they said, "You haye 
disobeyed the rules of the department." He asked them in what 
particular, anu stated that he had been in the service for 30 
years, and was not aware of ha>ing broken any rules. They 
said to him that on n certain day he had investigated an office 
in Kot·th Dighton. He said, " Yes," that he had; and they then 
said that in that investigation of the office there was one letter 
in the fre~ delivery that had been there longer than the regu­
lations of the department required and that he failed to report 
that the letter was in the general delivery. 

He replied, " I cun explain some of the circumstances in 
regard to that. The North Dighton office hati been broken into 
twiee, and I had been down there to investigate, and when it 
was broken into the second time I was sent for post haste to 
go down there to see if I could not find some evidence on which 
I could trail the robbers that broke into the office and opened 
the afe. I went there and went through the office solely for 
the purpose of obtaining evidence regarding the robbery, and, as 
I had other important employment, did not make a special in­
spection of the gene1·al delivery that day." They then saiil to 
him that that was a violation of the rules of the department, 
and that he could either tender his resignation or that they 
would recommend his removal for inefficiency. The man said, 
"I have been in the service. for 30 years, anti I would rather 
retain my reputation than to be recorded dismissed, and I will 
resign anti leave the serviee.'~ Of course that made a place for 
somebody else, just what they were looking for. They had a 
committee of three, a smelling committee, that came up from 
Washington to smell around, and they smelled out all of the 
post-office inspectors in the State of Massachusetts, competent 
men, capable of establi. bing rural free delivery routes, capable 
of examining post offices and deciding when improvements 
should be mru:le, and in every way capable for the trnnsaction 
of public busines~. 

The CHAIRUA..~. The time of the gentleman from Massa­
chusetts has e_--q1ired. 

Mr. PAIGE of l\Iassachu etts. Mr. Cha:rman, I yielti 10 
minutes more to the gentlEOman. 

M:r. GREENE of l\Ias ·aehusetts. I thank tlle gentleman. I 
knew these post-office inspectors ; and I have known them for 
year . They were all capable of doing good busin-ess, this man 
especially, for he had been efficient in every way. I speak from 
knowledg~. because I w&s the postmaster of my city from 
1881 to 1885. My father was the ])Ostmaster from 1875 to 1881, 
and when hl.s health failed I ·was seleeted ns his successor and 
held the office until 1885; and then. 22 days after Grover 
CleTeland became President of the United States my term of 
offiee expired and I stepped out-glad to do it. But I came 
back again in 1898 as postmaster, and during all that time, the 
post office being right across the street from my o:ffiee, and being 
familiar with all of the men who h~ld the office, I was in and 
out there; and I elaim to be' an expert in post-offiee business. 

I know something about it. The postmaster that I recom­
mended nine years ago will, within a >ery few days, turn the 
office ove1· to his Democratic successor, leaving behind him a 
record that will compare favorably with any record made by 
any man in the post office from Maine to California, from New 
York to San Francisco. 

His term expired last December, and he has been ready to 
retire when his successor is prepared to qualify. I do not find 
any fault, for I believe in changing these political offices when 
we change political parties [applause), and I shall be ready to 
make the changes next year, when we get back into power, and 
I will help' to do it if I am alive and have my health. I believe 
in letting offieials serve until their term is completed. The post 
offices in my district have been absorbed, wiped out; carriers 
discharged without reason, and the service, according to the tes­
timony given by the parties themselves, and the Rural Free 
Delivery Service is largely good for nothing as at present car­
ried out. 

I have another letter here from a gentleman which I recei>ed 
a few days since. He has written me a number of letters, and 
I have filed them with the department, but found that they were 
not very effective. He wanted to know what else he could do, 
and I said I did not know. He then asked me if I wanted a pe­
tition sent, and I said, "No; there would be no use of a peti­
tion. It would be simply a waste of time." Here is what he 
sent me: 

SOllERSET. MAss. (our real addres§l}. Februat·y 8, 1916. 
DEAR CONGRESS~1AN GREE. E : On behalf of the citizens of Som~rset 

I wish to extend hearty thanks fer your kind b~lp in calling attention 
at Washington to our disturbed mail service. We do and alwa.ys shall 
appreciate your unremitting efforts on our behalf. 

•.ro show that we have by no means given up hope of ha.ving our 
rnral free-delivery route returned to us before long, I am inclosing a. 
petition signed by 23u patrons of our rural free-delivery route. Will you 
be good enough to band the same to Mr. BURLESO~ and assure him 
that omerset wishes beyond all things to keep its name on the post:1l 
map of Massachusetts? 

Very truly, yours, ERNEST COBB, SecrctanJ. 

To-day Somerset is unh.Llown as a postal center. The post­
master has had his business taken away from him. The one 
rural free-delivery route has been split up in pieces and passed 
o>er to two other towns without reason, without excuse, with­
out any charge against the rural free-delivery carrier, without 
any charge that he has been negligent, but with a spirit which 
I fail to understand, as I have said very plainly. I do fail to 
understand how any post-o:ffi.ee department in the civilized 
country of the United States, made up of men born in the last 
half century or within the last century, can so distinctly go 
into a proposition as to disturb a satisfactory mail route for 
what they sa.y is the purpose of saving the palh-y sum of 
$5,000,000. When I was postmaster, and I was postmaster for 
one term and part of another until I was called down here, 
as I ha.ve said, I always found that when the people had the 
conveniences they wanted and needed they did not hoy to see 
whether the Post Office Department was paying or not ; and 
I think to-day that out of the 100,000,000 people of the country 
there is hardly a man among them who cares whether the Post 
Office Department pays or does not pay. 

They are very much more concerned in being provided with 
good service, so that in case of emergency, exh·eme sickness, 
or death they shall have the opportunity to have a prompt 
delivery of letters that they deposit in the post offices of the 
country or in street letter boxes in cities or in rural free-delivery 
boxes in the country. 

The people · who have their chosen Representatives in this 
building do not want their Postal Service hampered by unjust 
interference with their rights and privileges by orders from 
their official servants who temporarily occupy positions of execu­
tive authority. The executive departments have their limita­
tions. But they should untierstand they are not the law­
making power, but they are to execute the laws created by the 
Congress and approv~d by the President. 

'.rhe Post Office Service has grown to wonderful proportions. 
It is of immense value. It is more valuable to-day than it ever 
was, and when the people are deprived of the privileges that 
they once enjoyed and that they have especially enjoyed during 
tbe last 15 or 16 years, when they are ruthlessly deprived and 
wronged in their service, tbey are indignant, and so· indignant 
that when they come to vote next November they will not 
blame the Representatives for losing their l'OUtes, because they 
realize that my colleagues and myself have-tried to have their 
privileges restored. I will put in the RECORD and now ask per­
: -ission to extend my remarks in the RECORD by putting in the 
routes that have been changed and the methods of change and 
the destruction of the carriers. Now, I will bring you a little 
illustration of one of my towns where a carrier was obliged to 
give up on aceount of ill health. The department had no sub-

I -
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stitute in 1ine to put in his !)lace. I sent one carrier who had 
been thrown out in the cold by reason of changes in another 
part of the district and he was assigned to duty temporarily, but 
his service was continuous. He has performed the work satis­
factorily, but now the department has begun an examination 
to fill a vacancy there, notwithstanding this carrier, who had 
given good . en·ice when thrown out of employment by this 
uuwi e consolidation of postal districts. He is liable now to 
be thrown out entirely and a civil-service· examination hem to 
fill the place he now holds as a civil-senice employee. Why 
he could not just as well have continued his service where he 
is employed, although it is on a route ·different from that he 
carried originally, as to have some one come in there and take 
it entirely out of his hands, I do not know. I am at a loss to 
understand the methods of the depa:ctment, but I believe that 
they ha Ye not realized the great growth of the Post Office De­
partment, the great growth of the business of the ··department 
:md the ad1untnge there is in the prompt deli1ery of letters, in 
having them delivered without delay, and the ad1antage that is 
in a busine sand ocial se:1se. 

These changes that have been made destroy the social centers, 
deprive the people particularly of receiving their correspond­
ence promptly, and if anybody has any merchandise sent to 
them now where these routes llave been changed, fTom business 
houses or el ewhere, they ha\e to go and hunt up their missing 
packages and spend a day or two h·ying to find them, and 
then they have to pay extra postage to have their second-class 
nmil forwarded. There is ab olutely no excuse for this utter 
(]emoralization of the rural service in the district which I 
represent, and I take that as a fair sample that there is no 
excuse for it anywhere. Take the paltry sum of $5,000,000 to 
sprea.d m·er the United States which they claim they save 
by this process, why it is not am·thing to be considered when 
tlle senice is depreciated nt all. Even if they sa\e $5,000,000, 
people in small towns want their service. Maybe in some of 
the departments they may have men employed who do not 
appreciate the value of a letter, do not know anything about the 
real benefits of the service, but my constituents want good 
service. They have had the service for 16 years; and to have 
it demoralized by unwise action on the part of the Post Office 
Department is wrong in principle, aml unless prompt action 
is taken to change existing conditions, the dissatisfaction of 
patrons of the Rural Free Delivery Service will continue to 
multiply with re ults that can only be prophesied but not fore· 
told. [Applause.J 

:Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to extend my re­
marks in the RECORD. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Massachusetts asks 
unanimous consent to extend his remarks in the RECORD. Is 
there objection? [After a pause.j The Chair hears none. 

Mr. GREENE of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, availing 
my elf of the privilege granted me, I submit the following in­
formation regarding other rural free deli-rery routes in my 
district: 

'l'he city of Attleboro has four rural free delivery routes, and 
one rural free delivery route from Rehoboth has been trans­
ferred to Attleboro and the Rehoboth carrier has been dis-
missed. · 

The rural free delivery route from Somerset was divided into 
two parts, one being transferred to Swansea and the other to 
Dighton. Somerset had excellent steam railroad facilities and 
ample mail service. No advantage to patrons accrued. · 

The rural free deli-rery route from Myricks was divided into 
two parts and the carrier was dismissed; one part going to 
Assonet and the other to Taunton. l\fyricks ·post office was 
located at the junction of two railroad divisions and its mail 
service was excellent. 

The rural free delivery route from Lakeville was transferred 
to and absorbed by Middleboro and the Lakeville carrier was 
dismissed. Lake-rille post office is located opposite the railroad 
station and has good service. 

'l'he rural free deli-rery service from East Norton was trans­
ferred to :Mansfield, many miles away, and the carrier was 
dismissed. 

The . rural free delivery route from North Westport was 
changed and several patrons were deprived of the service. 

The rural free delivery routes from Westport and South 
Westport were changed and many patrons had their ·service 
. very seriously affected by delays in the transmission of the 
mails, which have been previously alluded to. If any new 
territory has been supplied which would offset the demoraliza­
tion and overturning of these routes I am not advised. This 
enumeration only the more sh·ongly emphasizes the necessity 
of competent examination and investigation by post-office in· 
spectors before entering upon the campaign of . desh·ucti~n. 

There is one other important feature in the bill now under 
consideration-H. R. 10484--to which I invite attention, begin­
ning with line 10, page 14 of said bill, at the words "And pro­
vided fut·ther," and continuing on lines 11, 12, 13, and 14 on 
said page 14. There were a number of cases in different parts 
of the United States where the letter carriers ha<l been em­
ployed to take letters from street letter boxes in cities and catTY 
them to central post offices at certain specified hours, so that 
the letters could be sent on outgoing mails and thereby business 
could be greatly facilitated. 

The Post Office Department determined that these letter car­
riers, who were generally of the Jlighest grade and were reru­
larly enrolled as carriers and were entitled, under the law b to 
$1,200 per annum, were not carriers but were collectors ~nd 
the compensation was reduced to $1,000 per annum. Th~ Jaw 
does not provide for collectors. But these carriers were re­
duced $200 each per annum and were informed that if they 
refused to accept this reduction of salary their services could 
be dispensed with. The work of carrying letters from street 
letter boxes to the post offices is as important as any other 11art 
of the Postal Service, and I am gratified that the COmmittee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads have provided for correcting 
the injustice which a number of letter carriers have suffered by 
this arbitrary ruling of the Post Office Department. · 

There were 3 such carriers employed in the city where I 
reside and 42 were employed in Boston, Mass., of which I have 
knowledge, and doubtless many elsewhere, who will receive the 
compensation of which they were unlawfully deprived by the 
passage of this bill. 

There are several bills now being considered by the Commit-· 
tee on the Pos~ Office and Post Roads that, it is promised, will be 
reported from that committee, which, if they are passed by the 
Congress and are approved by the President, will more clearly 
define the status of the Rural Free Delivery Service and its 
employees. 

Mr. MOON. Mr. Chairman, my good friend from Ma sa­
chusetts never sees anything good in anybody or anythincr 
except himself and the Republican Party. o 

Mr. GRE~NE of Massachusetts. Oh, I have not mentioneu 
the Republican Party. . 

l\Ir. MOON. I .know the gentleman did not, and that is just 
what I am going to say. The gentleman was asked--

1\fr. GREENE of Massachusetts. And I am ready to talk 
now--

1\!r. MOON. I am not yielding now. The gentleman was 
a ked a few minutes ago whether these carriers were Republi­
cans, and the gentleman said he did not know, and he did not 
care about that. Now, in Massachusetts with three straio-ht 
Republican administrations and everything made Republi~an 
in the way of carriers, it seems to me that the gentleman from 
l\fa sachusett ought to have known the political status of the 
carriers in his district, and if he does not know the facts in 
reference to the rural carriers better than he does the rw·al­
delivery status, he does not know much about this matter--

Mr. GREENE of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman yield 
for a moment? 

1\Ir. MOON. Yes. 
1\Ir. GREENE of l\la achu etts. I will say to the gentleman 

that the district I represent, in the city of which I was mayot• 
for six years, I never knew either Democrats or Republicans, 
but they all voted for me and they vote for me now. There was 
no division in--

1\fr. MOON. Of cour e if they all voted for the gentleman 
we know what they are even if he does not know. [Laughter 
on the Democratic side.] 

Mr. GREENE of Massachusetts. They do not, and the gen· 
tleman will find that out in the next election. 

1\fr. MOON. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman states that he made 
a complaint about the first rural route that was disturbed and 
that the department came along and fixed that one up just like 
it ought to be, as they wanted it; and the result of that was 
it disarranged every other route. The gentleman ought to wait 
until they get to it and fix up the balance, because the depart· 
ment does ~ot want to disarrange any of the gentleman's routes 
or others and inconvenience the public. They want to arrange 
these routes for the convenience, as the letter of the depart· 
ment shows, of the Congressmen and the people, and--

1\fr. GREENE of Massachusetts. They want to do it now, but 
they did not then. 

Mr. MOON. They intended to do that and they have done it. 
The m;rangement made .in the gentleman's own district is up to 
the meeting of this Congress and shows the relative length of 
the route to be less than 5 miles between old routes and new 
in length. _.I m:;ked ,the gentleman if he was not willing to con~ 
~e~e 01: did not agi~ee. ~hat where the Government could make a 
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route 30 or 4() miles long and save the cost of a carrier and do 
a efficient and as good service to the public as heretofore, 
whether it ought not to be done there, and he was not willing 
to answe1·. I know there are places where this new service is 
put that it ought not to be put in and ought to be taken out, but 
it takes time to do that. Now, I am going to ask unanimous con­
sent to 11lace in the REcon·D-

l\lr. DOWELL. \rill the gentleman yield just for one ques-
tion? · 

::ur. l\100X Ye ; I will yield to the gentleman. 
:\Ir. DOWELL. Do I understand you to say that these will 

be corrected? 
2\fr. MOON. I had read from the Clerk's desk a letter ad­

(1resse<l to me by the department, from the Fourth Assistant 
Po tmaster General, having this ·matter in charge, to the effect 
1hat as rapidly as po ·ible it would be done in the immediate 
future, and that you would have not only one but two inspections, 
if necessary, to bring about the correction. 

l\fr. DOWELL. Is that to be all through the system where 
the changes have been made? 

2\fr. l\IOON. Every single place in the United States where 
there is a complaint. 

Now, in order that the gentleman from Massachusetts [l\Ir. 
GnEE ~E] may be correct, I will ask that the statement of the 
•1epartment showing the extension of rural routes ordered from 
·l\larch, 1913," to November 8, 1916, be included in the REconn. 

'l'he CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Tennessee? [After a pause.] The Chair hears 
none. 

The following is the report : 
tatcmcllt showing by States e0tensions of t•ut·al sc,.vice oraerciL (t·om 

Mat·. 4, 1913, to Nov. 8, 1915. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Office. 

Amesbury ........................... . 
Do .............................. . 

Amherst •............................. 
Andover ....•.....•................ ~ . 

Do ......•••.•.................... 
Assonet •.•.........•................. 
Athol. ..................... . .. . .. . ... . 

Do ........•...................... 
Attleboro ......•...................... 

Do ..•............................ 
Auburn ......................... . ... . 

Do .............................•. 
Barre .............. · .................. . 

Do.··- ·················: ..... . .. . 
Bedford ............................. . 
nernardston ............... -......... . 
'Billerica ............................. . 
.Bolton ............ ~ ~··········-······ 
Bo;;ton .............................. . 

Do ............................ . . . 
Do .................... . ........ . . 

Bridgewater ................ . .... · . . .. . 
Do .............................. . 
Do ....................... . ... . .. . 

Brimfield .............. . ......... . .. - . 
Brookfield .................. . ........ . 
Bryantville ...................... -.. . -
Buzzards Day ....................... . 
Chelmsford .......................... . 

Do ..................... ~ ........ . 
Chest er .............................. . 
Cohasset ............................. . 
Concord ............................. . 

Do ........•................ . ..... 
Do ....................... . ...... . 
Do .............................. . 
Do ....•.......................... 

Danvers ............................. . 
Dodge ............................... . 
Dover.···········~··················· 
East Brookfield ..................... . 

Do .............................. . 
East Pepperell ...................... . 
East Taunton ....................... . 
Feeding Hills .................... . ... . 
Framingham .•.. : . ......•............ 

Do ...........•................... 
Do •.............................. 

Gar<ff;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Greenfield ........................... . 
Groton ...•...•....................... 
Halifax ......•..•..•. : ............... . 
Haverhill ........•.•...•...•••........ 

Do .............................. . 
IIingham ...••..•.................... 

Do .............................. . 
Do .•.•........................... 

Holbrook .....•••.................... 
Hubbardstown ........ : ......•...•... 

Do ••.••.......................... 

IpswJ~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Jefferson ............................ . 

Route. 

1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
4 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 

Old New 
length. length. 

24.60 
19.80 
23.40 
19.70 
22.125 
22.60 
24.60 
25.70 
24.60 
25.10 
22.28 
23.38 
19.30 
20.16 
23.70 
22.40 
27.60 
24.60 
24.40 
23.10 
23.28 
20.20 
23.10 
I9.00 
I6. 20 
22.20 
20.75 
16.60 
22.80 
20.40 
20.48 
20.40 
23.90 
24.60 
23.30 
23.60 
23.70 
24.30 
22.20 
25.00 
20.80 
21.20 
25.20 
23.10 
23.20 
24.90 
22.10 
23.20 
26.70 
24.80 
22.30 
24.40 
24.30 
24.80 
25.80 
22.00 
24.37 
27.275 
20.20 
24.80 
28.10 
25.70 
11.40 
20.20 

29.50 
27.70 
25.60 
22.26 
23.50 
27.90 
27.30 
26.40 
28.50 
28.24 
23.33 
24.49 
20.16 
28.10 
27.20 
30. flO 
28.00 
27.10 
24.62 
23.28 
23. 39 
23.10 
28.50 
27.40 
20.20 
28.40 
21.20 
17.30 
27.80 
23.50 
28.68 
25.30 
24.60 
25.20 
23.00 
23.70 
27.80 
24.40 
28.30 
25.90 
21.20 
25.50 
28.00 
29.00 
28.70 
28.10 
28.70 
26.60 
27.40 
25.40 
31.00 
26.90 
27.20 
25.80 
26.10 
24.37 
27.275 
30.45 
20.50 
28.10 
28.80 
27.90 
17.60 
27.IO 

Date 
effectiYe. 

Nov. 16,1915 
Do. 

June 1, 19I3 
June I, 1914 

Do. 
Dec. I, 1915 
Nov. 16, I915 
Aug. I, 1913 
Dec. I,I915 

Do. 
June I6, 1913 
Jan. 1,1914 
June 16,1914 
Nov. 16,1915 

Do. 
June 1,1915 
Nov. 16,I915 

Do. 
Mar. 16, 191.3 
Mar. 16,1915 
Dec. 1,1915 

Do. 
Dec. Hi, 1!l15 

Do. 
Aug. 1,1915 
Nov. 16,1915 
July 1,1915 
Oct. I, 1913 
Nov. I6, 1915 

Do. 
Do. 

Apr. 1,1913 
Sept. 1,191.3 
Jan. 1,1915 
July 1,1!i13 
Aug. 1,1914 
Nov. 16, 19I5 
June 1, I913 
Dec. I, 1915 

Do. 
May 1,1915 
Nov. 16,1915 

Do. 
Dec. I, 1915 
Nov. 16,1915 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Dec. 1,1915 
Apr. 15, 1914 
June 1,1915 
Nov. 16,1915 
Dec. 1,1915 
Feb. 1,1914 
Dec. 16, 1915 
June 16, 1914 
Dec. 1,1914 
Dec. 1,1915 
Feb. 16, 1914 
Nov. 16,1915 
Dec. 20, 1915-
Nov. 16, 1915 
Aug. 10, 1914 
Nov. 16,1'915 

Statement s11ot!Jing by Btate8 e0tensums of rut·az S(Wvice ot·dereiL tronJ 
Mar. 4, 191J, to Nov. 8, 1915--Continued. 

Office. I Route. I 
Old New 'Date 

length. length. efiecU>e. 

Lancaster .............. . ............. 1 24.00 24.40 July 1, 19t4 
Do .......... . ............ . .... . .. 1 24.40 28.20 Nov. 16,1915 

tr~~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 2 19.50 21.80 Apr. 1,1914 
1 22.40 23.00 May 10,1914 

Ludlow .................. . .... . .....• 2 26.50 26.67 NoY. 16, 1914 
Marion ............. . ...... : .......... 1 25.90 26.275 July 1,1914 

Do ........................ . ...... 1 26.275 27.275 Dec. 1 ' 1914 
Do ........................ . ...... 2 18.40 19.80 Apr. 1,1914 
Do ..........•............ .. ...... 2 19.80 20. 80 Dec. 1, 1915 

Marlboro ..•... . ...................... 2 21.80 26.00 NoY. 16,1915 

~~~i-<>::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 1 22.10 27.78 Do. 
1 23.60 24.40 NoY. 1, 1914 

Do ............................... 1 24.40 28.80 Dec. 1,1915 
Do ............................... 2 25.30 28.20 Do. 

Middleton ..... . ...................... 1 21.80 22.56 Oct . 16,1915 

Mill~~~:::::: :. ::: :::: :::::::::: :::: : 1 24.70 2!1.60 Nov. 16,1915 
2 21.80 24.30 Jan. 1,1913 

:Millis ............... -................. 1 21.20 26.80 Dec. 1, 19!5 
New Bedford ......................... 1 24.20 28.40 Do. 

Do ............................... 2 20.30 28.50 Do. 
Norfolk ............................... 1 22.60 23.40 Apr. 16, 1914 

Nor~0~~-~-~~~~::::: ::::::::::::::::: 1 14.90 21.20 Oct. 16, 1915 
1 21.20 28.40 Dec. 1,1915 

North Attleboro ...................... 1 26.00 28.50 Do. 
North Billerica .... . .................. 1 16.00 25.10 Nov. 16,1915 
Northboro .. : ....................••... 1 26.40 26.64 Aug. 16, 1914 
North Drookfield ...............••.... 1 24.40 29.00 Nov. 16,1915 
North Dana .... . . . ............••..... 1 24.60 29.90 Do. 
North Dartmouth .................... 1 24.80 29.30 Dec. 1,1!!15 

Do ............................... 1 29.30 29.50 Dec. 16,1915 

~~~~ N~~~~~:: ::::::::::::::::::::: 1 18.70 2 .30 Dec. 1,1915 
1 23.40 29.80 Do. 

Nortll Grafton .. . ..................... 1 22.50 28.00 Nov. 16,1915 

Nor~0~~~~::::::::: :: :::::::::::: 1 19.60 20.285 Apr. 1, 1914 
1 20.285 21.51 Oct. 16,1914 

~~~~n':~~t.~~~~: ::::::::::::::::::::: 1 22.70 28.30 Dec. I, 1915 
1 23.60 28.20 Do. 

~r~:id::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 1 22.30 23.80 Oct. 16,1914 
1 24.90 25.50 Dec. 16, 1915 

Plymouth ....................... . .... 1 19.50 19.80 Dec. 1,1915 

~:~~: cffiiier::::::::::::::::::::: 1 23.12 28.62 Do. 
1 22.30 27.70 Do. 

Reading . ........... ~ - ........... .. ... 1 21.40 21.80 Feb. 1,1914 
Do ........... . ....... . ........... 1 21.80 28.60 Nov. 16,1915 

Rehoboth ................. . ...... . ... 1 21.00 28.00 Dec. 1,1915 
Rockland ..................... . ...... 1 24.50 25.50 July 16,1915 

Do .................. . ............ 1 25.50 28.40 Dec. 1, 1915 
Rowley ...••......................... 1 14.60 20. 90 NoY. 16,1915 
Seekonk . .. . . _ ........................ 1 24.40 28.40 Dec. I, 1915 

~~~~h~~::.::::: :: ::::::::::: :::::: :: 1 24.30 28. 40 Nov. 16,1915 
1 14.00 24.40 Do. 

~~~t~br;~~ouii::: ::::::::::::::::: 1 24.f>O 24.80 May 1.1914 
1 21.40 27.70 Dec. 1,1915 

South Easton ...... . . . ..... . ......... 1 23.725 28.72 Do. 
South Hanson ............. . . . ........ 1 24.20 24.50 Dec. 1G, 1914 

Do ..•............ .. ..... . ........ 1 24.50 28.80 Dec. 1,1915 
South Lincoln ..... . ....... _ .......... 1 24.30 24.96 Aug. 1,1914 
South Sudbury ............ _ .......... 1 25.10 28.30 Nov. 16,1915 
South Westport. .•.. . ....... . ........ 1 24.50 28.60 Dec. 1,1915 
Southwick ........................... 1 21.10 27.70 No\. 16,1915 

~~~g;;fie;ci : : : ~ ~ : : : : : :: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 1 24.40 25.505 Apr. 16, 1913 
1 22.785 24.40 Nov. 1,1913 

Do •.............................. 1 23. 75 24.41 June 16,1914 
Do ............................... 1 2-l. 41 24.45 Mar. 1,1915 
Do ............................... 2 22.125 22.375 Apr. 1,1915 
Do ..........•... . ................ 2 22.375 23.00 Nov. 16,1915 

Stoughton .... . ... •............. _ ..... 1 18.60 25.00 Dec. 16,1915 
Stow .................... . ............ 1 20. 50 22.38 June 16,1914 

Do ............................... 1 22.38 23.63 July I, I914 
Swansea .................. _ ...... _ .... 1 22.90 28.70 Dec. I, I915 

Do ................. . ............ . 2 22.80 25.20 Nov. I, 1913 
Taunton .................... · .......... 1 25.50 29.30 Dec. 1,1915 
Templeton ........... ~ ............... 1 22.90 27.80 Nov. 16, 1915 
Townsend ............................ 1 24.25 25.70 Do. 
Townsend Harbor .................... 1 24.60 25.00 Dec. IG, 1914 

Do ..... . ..... .. .................. 1 25.00 28.10 Nov. I6, 1915 
Turners Falls .... . .................... 1 22.00 27.00 June 1,1915 

~r:~p~~~~~~~~:::::::::::::::::::: 
1 20.90 26.80 Nov. 16,1915 
1 22.30 23.10 July 1,1915 
1 23.10 25.80 Oct. 1,1915 

Wakefield ............................ 1 20.80 20.93 Nov. 16,1915 
Wareham ............................ 1 24.80 25.80 Dec. 1,1915 
Washington .......................... 1 18.90 28.20 Nov. 16,1915 
West Acton .......................... 1 23.10 29.20 Do. 
Westboro ..... _ ....................... 1 23.20 • 29.70 Do. 
West Bridgewater .................... 1 20.25 20.75 Nov. 16,1914 

Do .............................•. 1 20.75 29.20 Dec. 16, 1915 
Westford ............•................ 1 20.00 29.30 Nov. 16,1915 
Westminster ......•................•. 1 24.30 27.40 Do. 
West Wareham ....................... 1 23.375 26.81 Dec. 1,1915 
Westwood ...........••....•.......... 1 20.40 21.40 Sept. 16,I913 
Whitman ....•....................... 1 22.40 23.20 Sept. 16, 1915 

Do .............•....•.•.......... 1 23.20 27.50 Dec. 1,1915 

;tltl:~~~~·:.::.:::::::::::::::::::: 2 24.80 26.175 July 16,1915 
1 24.80 24.81 Mar. 16, 1913 

Win chester ...............•.•......... 1 16.90 17.70 Nov. 1,1913 
Woburn ... -........................... 1 24.20 29.30 Nov. 16,I915 
Wrentham .. ··-······················ 1 23.80 24.80 Aug. I, 1915 

---------
Total .......••.................. 167 ........... ................ 

Mr. MOON. I know we are going to have in a little while 
some complaints, probably, along the same line, because other 
gentlemen are laboring under the same trouble and want to 
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have their rout adjusted. I think it is yery well that we 
have the expre ion of some other persons connected with this 
matter, and I am going to ask, in view of the complaint that I 
know is coming from Indiana, to have a letter, written at La 
Fayette, Ind., and addressed to the Postmaster General, placed 
in the RECORD. I do not believe I will take the time to read it 
now. It show that the service adjusted there has been en­
tirely satisfactory, just as it was in the district of the gentle­
man from Michigan [l\1r. BEAKES], and which is as we propose 
to do in all the districts. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Tennessee to print the letter referred to. 
[After a pause.] The Chair hears none. 

The following is the letter referred to : 

!Ion . .ALBERT S. llURLESON, 

UNITED STATES POST 0FFICEJ 
Lafayette, Ind., Januat·y 18, :Wl6. 

Postmaste1· General, Washington, D. a. 
IR : According to Repre entative WooD of this district, the motori­

zation of rural routes is a. failure. To substantiate his claim he refers 
to conditions in this county. He says he receives complaints every 
day from patrons on rural routes out of this office. I do not wish to­
cast any reflections upon the integrity of Representative WooD. He 
i a splendid gentleman and a personal friend of mine, but I am afraid 
he bas been imposed upon by designing individuals or people with 
chronic compla.ints. During my experience in the post office I have 
never found people with grievances at all backward about expressing 
them to the postmaster, and I can say with absolute truth that I am 
now receiving no more complaints from rural route patrons than I did 
under the old system of horse-drawn vehicles. There will always be 
complaints ab011t the delivery of specific pieces of mail, whether on the 
rural routes or in the cities, partly because of improper addresses and 
partly because the infallible postal employee does not exist. 

I was in this office two years before the motor routes were estab­
lished and there never was a week, scarcely a day, that I did not re­
ceive some. minor complaint about the delivery of mail in the rural 
districts. I ~till receive those complaints, but even with the increased 
length of the routes, I am certain I do not receive any more than I 
did before the more modeTn service was inaugurated. And for every 
man who complains to Re}Jrcsentative WooD about the failure of the 
pre.·ent plan, I ctw"1 produce a.t lea.st one other who will commenu it for 
no other reae,on than bccnns{' of improved service accorded him. 

There was some confusion when the motor routes were first estab­
lished here last September, but the rough places were soon smoothed 
out and by October 1 deliveries were being made with regularity anti 
precision. There were some people who had been passed bv when the 
new routes were established, but when I was in Washington for the 
post!D3.sters' convention I succeeded in having service restored to such 
and now the utmost satisfaction prevails in this community, except in 
some cases where patrons have been changed from the start of a route 
to the end of it, causing them to get their mail an hour or so later. 
But because of this same fact consider the pleasure of those who are 
receiving deliveries earlier than they formerly did. The two clas es 
balance. 

The two daily papers of this city are of different political faith from 
that of the present post-office administration, still not one word of 
criticism has appeared in the columns of either concerning the motor 
routes. 

I am very sorry there has been such a mix up over the motor routes 
established in Wayne County, this State. The papers there are re­
ferring to the situation in this county and quoting Representative WooD 
to show that the new system is a failure here. They are attempting 
to serve a partisan purpose, no doubt, and to do so they are not con­
fining themselves strictly to the truth. I am not familiar with con­
ditions in Wayne County, but I can see no reason why motor service 
should not be successful there alter the confusion of the first few weeks 
has been straightened out, if the people interested refuse to be stampeded 
by selfish agitators. 

Since December 24 we have had some very trying days upon which to 
attempt the delivery of mailln the rural dlstricts. Deep snows, very 
slippery roads, very rough roads, and still 6 of our 11 carriers covered 
their entire-routes without the help of an assistant, and the other 5 men 
divided their routes with helpers, and the delivery of the mail went on just 
as satisfactorily ns it ever did under like conditions during the existen.ce 
of the antiquated horse-drawn routes. 

I sincerely hope you will not be swerved from your excellent course 
for the additional improvement of the rural service through the agency 
of motor routes by the present agitation in this State, and I am per­
fectly willing to have anyone investigate conditions in this county to 
determine whethet· or not your plan is a success. 

RespectfuJly, 
CRAB. H. BALL, Postmaster. 

1\Ir. MOON. 1\fr. Chairman, also I will insert in the REco:&D, 
with the consent of the committee, another letter, in view of the 
complaints coming .from Georgia, because they are suffering 
from similar trouble. It is written from Barnesville, and shows 
th situation down there. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is ther:e objection? [After a pause.) The 
Chair hears none. 

Tile following i the letter re~erred to : 
UNITED STATES POST OFFICE, 

Barnesville, Ga., January ~, 1916. 
FOURTH .ASSlSTANT POSTiUASTER GENERALt 

Divi ion of Ru;-aZ Mails, Was-hmgto1~, D. a. 
Sm: I have read with much interest in the daily papers of the -con­

te t being made by the Georgia Congressmen over the extension of the 
present rural delivery system in this State. In some sections their 
contention may be right, but there are other sections in which this ex­
tension can be made with a .bsolute satisfaction to all parties concerned 
exr.ept the carriet· who loses out by the change. ' 

The Rural Free Delivery Carriers' Association are fighting the chanae 
with all their power, and seem to have gained the ears of the politicians 
and officeholders from this section. 

!"want to say to ·you in all candor that I have made no statement to 
your department with reference to the extension of these 1·outes tho. t I 
am not ready and anxiou to prove to your satisfaction. 

In order that the facts may speak for themselves I respectfully o.ffer 
for your conside.ratlon the following suggestion: That you select any 
route out from this office as a demonstration route, name ---as the 
carrier, and the mail "\Vill be delivered every day in an auto, when such 
service could be performed in a bug.,cry. Mr. --- owns an auto 
suitable for the business, and made the hlghest mark of any man who 
took the examination for auto rural carrier here on November 13 1915 
who lives in the deliver~ of this office. He is aboct 30 years 'of age 
and is an expert automobilist. I have no interest in ---further thau 
to demon trate to your department that this service can be performed 
m a satisfactory manner, and he is the best man to do it. 

The service from this office is in need of something and I believe 
that a revision according to the department's plans is the very best that 
can be done. Our carrier No. 3 makes his trips in a Ford car and has 
Qnly used a buggy about four days since buying this car some 'time last 
sprmg. 

Every energy at my command has been thrown into the running of 
this office and the improvement of the service, which, I think, will be 
proven to your satisfaction if you will take the trouble to look over my 
quarterly reports. The year 1915 shows a gain of more than $2 500 
over 1914. I attribute this gain largely to the incren.se in parcel p~. t 
and I have been very active in building up this branch of the service. ' 

I hope you will give my suggestion consideration, and that it will be 
received by you in the same spint 5.n which I make it. 

Respectfully, 
WILLUM ~1. IJOW.\RD, 

Postmaster. 
Mr. 1V ALSH. Will the gentleman yield? 
}\llr. 1\IOON. I yield to the gentleman. 
l!t1r. WALSH. I would like to ask the chairman of the com­

mittee, in view of the fact that he caused to be read from the 
desk a letter from the Fourth Assistant Po tmaster General 
stating that as soon as the department could get around to it 
they would have one or two in pectors sent out into various 
districts where changes had been made, if he can give any reason 
why those inspectors were not sent into those variou districts 

· before the changes were made? 
Mr. MOON. I can give you this, which, I think, is a very sati -

factory reason for it: When these routes were established in 
the first place an inspector was sent to each route. A careful 
inspection of the whole territory to be covered wa made. A 
diagram exactly indicating the location of the route and t11e 
surroundings was made. After the service went into effect -
another inspection was made, and those changes that were nece -
sary for the convenience and the accommodation of the people 
were made there, in some instances at their solicitation and in 
some in tances without it. So the department has to-day in the 
office at all times a complete map of the matter, and not only 
the map, but they have a file containing the facts and showing 
the exact situation. 

Now, when .these routes are to be changed they know the con­
nection of every route, and in most instances it was altogether 
feasible from the map to lay out the new route; but in a great 
many instances they did send the inspector, and it must not be 
assumed here that in every instance the inspector did not go be­
cause it is not true. We have not a great many inspecto~s­
about 400 of them, I believ~with many thousand routes in this 
country. They were used as far as possible, but where these 
routes could be, in the opinion of the department, readjusted 
from the prints and the other information in the office it was 
done. It turns out, of course, that there are instances where a 
mistake was made. And that has to be and ought to be read­
Justed, because if it should appear that from the character ·of 
the roads they can Q.ot make the trip in the limit fixed, in 
an automobile, so as to make the saving, then the department, 
after that experience, of course, will have to abandon that part 
of the program there. But wherever it has been effectual or can 
be made use of it is to be done. That is a question of adminjs­
tration, and it is of a tedious administration. It needs careful 
consideration. And all of the facts neces ary can not be ob­
tained from the location by inspectors. Ther~e are other facts 
embodied in the consideration of this whole question that have 
to be considered. 

Now, we may think that individually we know more about 
this than the men who are engaged in the administration, but 
my experience is that while we may know more about the legis­
lation that ought to control these matters, in some instances we 
know mightly little about the· administration, the e..-oreeutive 
duties, that obtain in these matters, and we are too i>rone to 
listen to every sort of complaint that comes to us from the 
people, whether it be from one party or another. 

Now, the department can only say that which it has said. 
It is only fair that time and opportunity be given to effect 
necessary and proper changes. The department in making the 
changes, the overwhelming number of which are satisfactory, 
has done so for the benefit of the people and. not to retain car­
riers or to discharge them. We ought to be better advised than 
to attempt to embarrass the department by such declarations -as 
are made here. 
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:\Ir. WALSH. Will the gentleman yield for just a question? 
Mr. MOON. Yes. 
1\Ir. WALSH. Will the chairman of the committee admit 

that if there be routes existing now upon which changes have 
been made it will require the examination by one or more 
inspectors now, and which were not inspected before the changes 
were made, it would have been better to have sent those in­
spectors on the ground before the changes were made, in view 
of the fact that these routes were established many years ago, 
and with whatever systems of highways may have come into 
being since the establishment of those routes? 

Mr. MOON. Of course; that goes without saying. The gentle­
man need not ask any such question as that. It is always best 
when anything is done that every possible fact be obtained in 
advance of its being done, but sometimes economy and some­
times the interest o( the public requires an action that does 
not enable you to get completely every fact, and it may 'be better 
to establish the routes and then readjust them than to attempt 
to establish them upon all the facts in the beginning and not 
review them. A second consideration of a case is always best, 
however careful the first one may have been. Most of the 
routes readjusted are now satisfactory without the expense 
attending the inspection. 

Now, my own judgment has been that it is always best to 
know everything that is possible to know before you take np u 
matter of that kind, but sometimes it is neither convenient nor 
expedient to do that. That, after all, is only a human affair. We 
are not dealing with men who are supposed to know more than 
ordinary human beings. An experimental proposition some­
times determines the best way to establish the final adjustment 
of a route; in fact, nearly always so. 

Mr. HICKS. 1\Ir. Chairman, will the gentleman yield for a 
question? 

1\fr. MOON. Yes. _ 
l\Ir. HICKS. When is it reasonable to suppose that these 

inspectors will make their reports? 
Mr. MOON. The letter of the Fourth Assistant Postmaster 

General says "in the immediate futtu·e." The work is being 
done on them now. 

Mr. HICKS. In six months, say? 
l\1r. MOON. Yes; I think in less than six months. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gentleman from Mississippi 

[l\Ir. Qurn] 30 minutes. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mississippi [1.\Ir. 

Qu-rn] is recognized for 30 minutes. 
Mr. QUll~. l\1r. Chairman and gentlemen, I rise this evening 

to answer in part tl1e attack made by the distinguished Repub­
lican gentleman from Wyoming [Mr. MoNDELL] upon the Presi­
dent of the United States and his policies, especially with refer­
ence to the preparedness of this country and the dangers that 
now confront the people. 

There was a time when I did not believe that we needed to 
~o into any unusual preparation. I believed in the proper 
strengthening of our Army and Navy and coast defenses, but I 
conld not see the wisdom of the extensive program that was 
outlined by the administration. 

The President of the United States a few days ago went over 
the wester-n portion of this Republic and made speeches that 
contained statements which astounded me. I coul<l hardly be­
Jim·e that the newspapers were correctly reporting him. I sent 
oYer to the Library of Congress and got copies of many news­
papers and found that they all ·agreed as to what he said. 

I am a member of the powerful Committee on Military Affairs 
of this House. We have been holding hearings ever since Con­
gress reconvened, right after Christmas, and the hearings were 
just closed yesterday. We know what the Army officers and the 
experts of the War Department saw ahead and what they 
claimed to neeO.. I analyzed what the President of this Nation 
said. I reached the conclusion that it is up to this Congress 
to stand by the administration and give him the power, anti give 
the succeeding administrations the power, to haYe this country 
properly guarded, its integrity on the sea, the territory of this 
Hepublic, and all that goes with it. 

It is hard for a man to change his opinion. But when an 
opinion is based on only a part of the facts, anu when further 
hearings anti evidence show new facts, a Congressman should 
net like a man on a jury-he should consider all of the facts 
nnu evidence. I am thus acting. I am a plain American, and 
I am naturally pugnacious and, I hope, courageous, and I must 
deal with truth and candor with both the House and my con­
stituents. I owe it to both to give the reasons why my opinion 
has changed. [Applause.] But when I see that I had taken 
a stand based on only such knowledge as I and the country 
then had, but later, by the hearings in my committee, learn all 
the facts, which, in my judgment, require me to take a more 

advanced position, I am man enough to do my duty by my 
people and my country. [Applause.] I stand here as the 
spokesman and direct agent of 230,000 people in 10 counties of 
southwest Mississippi. They are as good, as patriotic, as 
brave and chivalrous as any other people on this globe. They 
have placed me here on the watchtower, and, seeing the danger 
that I am convinced this country is in, I owe it to them, I owe 
it to the head of this Nation, I owe it to my own self-respect, 
as a citizen and as a Congressman, to stand by the program 
at this time, indorsed by a Democratic President, which this 
Congress ought to pass, and which I believe it will pass. 

First, I desire to say in my judgment the metropolitan press 
of this country has deceived the people. It has tiefamed om· 
Navy and our coast defenses. They absolutely made the Ameri­
can people believe that we have no way to defend omselves 
against the aggressions of other nations. 

I feel it my duty to say what the records show we alreauy 
have in the way of an Army, a Navy, and coast defenses. Gen. 
Nelson A. Miles testified before the Committee on Military 
Affairs the other day that we have, including the last 17 years, 
400,000 men with a training of the Regular Army of this Na­
tion; in addition to that another unit of 4DO,OOO men trained 
in military arts and science from the agricultural or land-grant 
colleges of this Nation; in ad<lition to that 400,000 men that 
have had the training of the National Guaru soldiery in this 
Republic; and aside from that, I judge from other eviuence 
before our committee, pupils of a great number of military 
schools in this Republic, from which we may estimate 300,000 
men who have received military training. 

We have, in addition to that, 315,000 trained men who were 
volunteers in the Spanish-American War. So that you see, 
gentlemen, there are at least 1,800,000 men in the American 
Republic und~· the age of 45 years who have ball at least some 
degree of military training. 

I submit herewith the present authorized trength of the 
Military Establishment, 103,647, and the table showing what 
the present view of the War 'Department is before onr com­
mittee: 
Stt·ength as pror;idecl by t·evisea 

draf t of House bill to increase 
efficiency of the Military Estab­
lishment. 

CavalrY---------------­
Field .Artillery---------­
Coas t Artillery--------­
Infantry---------------Engineers _____________ _ 
Porto Rico Regiment ___ _ 
Philippine Scouts ______ _ 
Recruits, etc. (5 per cent 

20,670 
21,792 
25, 203 
57,900 

2,661 
1,930 

12,000 

of Cavalry, Field Artll· 
lery, Coast Art1llery 
Corps, and Infantry)__ 6, 278 

Total ____________ 148,435 
Cadet companies________ 3. 210 

Ordnance Department_ __ 
Signal Corps ----------­
Indian Scouts---------­
Quartermaster sergeants_ 
Military Academy detach· ment _______________ _ 

1,065 
2, 698 

75 
403 

632 

As 1101c prot·ided by law o;· EIXectt· 
tit·e order. 

The line of the Army. 
including Philippine 
Scouts, is limited by 
act of Feb. 2. 1901, to 
100,000 enlisted men __ 100, 000 

No provision for such com­
panies under existing 
law. 

Or·dnance DepnrtmenL __ 
Signal Corps ----------­
Indian Scouts ---------­
Quartermaster sergeants_ 
Military Academy detach-ment _______________ _ 

l, 065 
1,472 

75 
403 

632 

TotaL ___________ 156, 518 TotaL ___________ 103, 647 
It would appear, therefore, that the bill referred to increases the 

Army about 53,000 men. 
AD.TUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, Febr·uary 1f!, 191G. 

That is a small Army compared with the population of this 
Republic. The War Department of this Republic in its revised 
program asks for 53,000 more. Surely 156,518 men as a total in 
the standing Army can not be regarded as a great standing 
Army, threatening militarism in a Nation of 100,000,000 people .. 
The President in his revised view will be satisfied with seyeral 
thousand less than the 'Var Department desir~s. 

As to the Navy, I will incorporute in my remarks U1e testi­
·mony of the admirals on that point. 
• As to our coast defenses, I will also incorporate the testi­
mony of Gen. Weaver; and, by the \Yay, he testified before the 
Committee on Military Affairs at this session that we have 
the best coast defenses in the world. Gen. Nelson A. l\liles 
testified virtually to the same thing. 

The Times-Picayune, a newspaper publishel.l in the city of 
New Orleans, which circulates in my district, stated more truth 
than usual in favor of the American Navy in cr·iticizing me 
editorially when it admitted that Admiral Fletcher had said 
that the English Navy was the only one that this Republic could 
not successfully resist. 

I wish to say further that this same paper admitted more 
truth than it ever did before about the coast defenses of this 
Republic when it aumitted in part the evidence of Gen. 
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' Venver. That paper endeavored to. distort what I said in my 
le-tter to my con tituents, and what the true meaning is. by 
failing to say that Gen. Weaver predicated his statement that 
anyone could land upon tbe shores of this Republic upon the 
fact that the American Navy ·had been destroyed and was out 
of the wny~ Any fool knows that without a Navy soldiers 
could land anywhere where we did not have coast defenses. 
However, if our Navy is iBtact, as it is now, and our coast 
defenses as strong as they are now-the Navy holding the 
seas-every person knows no country could land soldiers on 
our shores. Our coast defens.es can prevent them landing in 
the defended harbors even if we had no Navy. 

Gentlemen, the · American Navy, according to all the evi­
dencE:', evidence wWch I believe, and which every student of the 
subject ought to believe, since the German Navy has lost six 
of its big vessels in the last 18 months, and many small ones 
and submarines. is second· to none on the globe except Great 
Britain. 

1\Ir. CALLAWAY. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. QUI ·• Excuse me, I can not yield. 
1\lr. CALLAWAY. I want to correct the gentleman's state-

ment nbout how many vessels Germany has lost. 
Mr. QUIN. I shall be glad to have the gentleman do that. 
Mr. CALLAWAY. They have lost 84. 
Mr. QUIN. I meant battleships and battle cruisers. 
Mr. CALLAWAY. The gentleman had better revise t11at. 

They have lost armed cruisers, but not battleships and battle 
cruisers. Their battleships and battle cruisers are all backed 
up in the Kiel Canal. 

Mr. QUIN~ I thank the gentleman for his definite informa­
tion. He is a member of the Naval Affairs Committee and 
knows whereof he speaks. 

Then, if this Nation has the second Navy in the world, the 
ne\vspapers of this Republic have fooled a great number of 
people. And as a further proof that we have the second 
Navy in the world, I will incorporate in my remarks a state­
ment of the money that has been expended in the last 15 
years by all the nations of the world upon their navies. Great 
Britain has spent more money than the United States, but the 
United States stands away ahead of Gel'Illany, .Japan, Russia, 
France, Italy, or any other nation in its naval expenditures. 
If our Navy is not second, where bas the- money gone?-
Naval approzn:-iations of the. prittcipaf potaers (rom 1900 ta 191~ inclusi1.le. 

Great Unite1 Germany, France; Britain, StattB, Fiscal year. 
1f~.~r. July 1 to -tr;Ito- Jan:bh 

June:m ch. Decem er. 

1900-1901. ..................... $145,792, 850· $61,721,695 $37,173,07'1 $72", 683, 18;) 
1901-2 .................. ... .... 150, 569, 190 68,438,301 46,315,800 67,079,011 
1902-3 ...•••••••••• -· .• - .• "'' 150, 679,321i 82,977,00 48, 818, 700· 59, 2.17, 553 
1903-4 ..•.••• ·~· --· ........ , ••• 17:t, 548, 053" 104, 126, 192 50,544,000 59, 740;222 
1!!04-5 •••••••••••••••••.•••••• 179, 138, 049 116, 655, 826 49,110,300 GO, 178,62J 
190.5-6 •.••• ·············-· ., •• , 16f,ll7, 947 109, 725, 059 54,918,000 61,565,779 
lS00-7 ........................ 152, 954, 342 98,392,144 68,344-,300 59,514,293 
1S67-8 ........................ 151, 880, 617 117,353,474 69,133,500 6(}A6851813 
1908-9 ••• ••••••••• ······~···· lli6, 401:, 1G1 120, 421, 579-- 80,737,626 62,194,915 
1909-10 ........................ 181~ 936, 341 122, 247,365 95,047,820 64,899,68:) 
1.910-11 ....................... 200, 056, 258 Ill, 791,980 I00,302,m 74, 102,43) 
1911-12 ....................... 211, 596, 295 133, 559, 071 107,178,480 80',371, 10.} 
1912-L'l ..................... . . 224,443,2lJ6 129,W,233 109,989,096 81,692,832 
1913-14 ..................... _ 237, 530, 459 13&, 858, 301 112, 091, 125 90,164,623 

. 1914-15. ..................... _ . 260,714,275. 141,872,786 ill, 993, 32)· 123,828, 87-l 

Fiscat ~ar. 
Russia, 

bS:~~ 
I~, July to 

June-3Q. 

Japa;n. 

~~ TotaL 

1900-190[. -·~················· :42,101, 212' $23, 82!t,.2Q6 "i:.ii;m;954 · $423," i.W; 250 1001-2 ..... . .................. 45,488,462 23, 875,.532 
19()2-3 ••••••• -·-. "'' v. · ··- •• ro,76q,.4fi5 23,522,400 17,654,528 433, 63!1, 623 
1903-4 .............. -·-·--·· 60,01.&,895 23,522,400 17,553, 279· 489,053, 04 'I 
1904-5 ........................ 68,076,543 24,300,000 10,018,02-t 497,477;365 
1905-6 ........... ·- •••••• ~ ••• 60,228,444 24,494,400 11,378, 202· ~,427,831 
1906-7 ........................ 60. 7.03,557 25, 865. 66lr 30,072,061 485, 846, 363 
L()()7-S ••••••••• u .. ······--··· 43,012,166 'Zl,li16,454 35,_l24, 345 504, 706, 37) 
1908-9 ..................... _,_ 49,682,482 30,453,697 39,347,332' 539,238,793 
1909-10 ....................... 58,059,040 31,812,885 35,005,719 589, 008, 15:3 
l!H0-11 .................. ~··-· 46,52!!, 465 40, 595, 204. 36', 889, 15~ 615; 258,.271 
1911-12 .. . ...... ·-······· ~ .. ·~· 1;6,680, 915 40~780, 987 42,944,329 673, 111, ISr 
ICJ12-13 ....................... 82,019.633 41,893,420 46,510,216 116, 335, 723 
1913-14 ....................... ll7. 503, 657 49, 550; 147 48,105,152 791, 803, 463 
1914-15 •••••• , ................ 128, 954, 733 56, 92('. 440J 69..,ll1.65lt 89!i._ 396, 033 

But if we are. in danger, as the. head of this Nation bas said,. 
do we not owe it to the people to add to and strengthen even. our 
Navy? Do we not owe it to the- American Nation to strengthen 
our coast defenses in a reasonable way? Do we not owe. it-to the 
American people to have some kind of eitizen soldiery in this 
Republiel The gentleman from Wyoming [Mr. MoNDELI;] 
wanted to know wbat had changed me :!:rom his" way of think-

ing. I want to say to hii:nJ that one of the things is that I have 
the utmost confidence in Woodrow Wilson as a man. I have the 
utmost faith in him as a gentleman and a patriot, and I have 
all the-confidence in the world in him as a statesman and as 
the President of this great Republic. [Applause.] Further­
more,. the testimony dnring the past several weeks-which is only 
finished a dall" or so ago-before the Militar-y AffaiTs Committee 
by tbe Army experts and othe1·s shows the plain need of the 
reasonable strengthening of our defenses on land and sea. 

I want to say that the head of this Nation, who is charged 
with all responsibility in dealing with foreign nations. states 
that he has information that has never been submitted to Con­
gress~ He state::; that he has information which leads him to 
know that thi::-- . ~ation right now is in danger and peril. In 
other words, he ays- things which warn us that we are sitting 
on an irr~rnational volcano, and when he says that, I consider it 
my duty to take cognizance of such a statement coming from 
the: President. The gentleman from Wyoming [Mr. MaNDELL] 
said that I ::un hanging onto the coat tail of President Wilson. I 
wish to say to you, my good Republican friends, that is a 
mighty good coat tail to hang onto. [Applause on the Demo­
cratic side.] And when that coat wears out, we Democrats 
will get him another. [Applause.] And it is evident that our 
great President wiH wear out many coats before the American 
people will be willing to relieve him of the noble service he is 
rendering them during this period of international crises. 
[Loud applause.] 

· Another reason why I changed my mind and determined to 
stand by President Wilson in his preparedness policy is that 
when I see Republicans attacking him and his policies and some 
stabbing him in the back, I know it is time for me to get behind 
his coat and stand there ready to take a fal1 out of you and all 
other enemies of Democracy. [Applause on the Democratic 
side.] 

Mr. MONDELL. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. QUIN. I yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. MONDELL. When did the gentle.man's conversion, like 

unto tllat of Saul of Tarsus, occur? 
Mr. QUIN. It occurred, as I have told you, after tbe Presi­

dent informed the counh·y and us through his speeches of the 
great danger that we are in and after further hearings before 
our great committee demonstrated conclusively that the Presi­
dent is right. Much of the world is at war~ 

Umlerstand me that I am not for the biggest Navy in the 
world, and the President i& not advocating that. Let us- be 
fair with him~ 

As I tmderstand the President and as I think for myself, I 
nm ior a Navy Sllffic.ient to protect this country against any 
probable combination of adversaries who. may, for one reason 
or another, at any time in the future, bring on war with this 
country. I believe in a good, strong Navy-it is our first line 
€If defense. It we have a strong Navy no other nation will 
molest our citizens or their property on the high seas. This 
Nation: has grown out of its swaddling clothes. Its prosperity 
depends very largely upon its foreign commerce. The surplus 
cotton of the Soutb and the surplus cattle, corn. and wheat ot 
the West must be ship"ped and sold abroad in order to produce 
a trade balance in fnvol' of this country every year; otherwise 
the prices of these raw products wm g6 down till our people 
are in poverty. The people of the South lost several hundred 
million dollars duting ·1914 because-the outbreak of the Euro­
pean war r'tlined the price of cotton and its sale· and shipment 
abroad, and right now, if we had' a good enough merchant 
marine to: Cftl-ry promptly all our export cotton and enough good 
battleships to say to. all the world, cotton._ is not contraband, 
and never was and never should' be, therefore let our cotton 
alene~ cotton would be 5 cents per pound higher tlu:m it now is:. 
The eotton farmers of my district are as greatly interested in 
and will be- as much benefited by a powerful Navy as the sea­
coast city people are, and more- so. 

And I want to- discuss_ tfifs continental army proposition 
that you speak of. President Wilson has been fair with the 
Military Affairs Committee. H-e has not for one moment en· 
deavored to choke that cemmittee and make it take a conti­
nental army nor aDything else. I wish to say that the l\1illtary 
Affairs Committee have been listening all these days to all 
this talk from Secretary o:f War Garrison and the staff ofli. .. 
eers and Army officers and many others on down to its closing 
session yesterday. 

Further answering- the cynical inquiry a moment ago from 
the gentleman from Wyoming [1\Ir. MoNDELL] as to my €hange 
of attitude, I have had Eo- change of attitude on the Army 
matter. I nev-er did believe fn a great standing Army, and I 
so, said, and 1 stick to. it. It is: un,-.Amertcan, undemocratic:. I 
took my political life- in my hand for the sake of convictions 

. 



1916. 80NGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. 2481 
in that matrer, and I stated that if the President ·should stand 
for a big continental nrmy I would even fight the President's 
itl a favoring that, because it would burden the taxpayers, 
bring about militarism, and threaten the liberties of the people. 
I submit that it now appears I was right, for this day it is 
evident to all of us that the blg continental-army plan that has 
been so much talked and written about is as " dead as a door­
nail." I feel I helped to kill it. If the President ever favored 
it, he no longer does . . You will see, before ou':r Military Com­
mittee gets through, it will report a people's bill-one like I 
then and now advocated. So I have not changed so much as 
others ha,·e. The Secretary of 'Var has resigned because we 
would not accept his big continental-army plan, and the Presi­
dent will agree on a compromise to use the National Guards of 
the several States as the basis <>f military preparedness. That 
continental-army plan was the .first step toward compulsory 
military senice in this country, and I am glad to hang crepe 
on the door of its sepulcher. 

We are going to strengthen the AI·my properly, and we are 
going to fix a citizen soldiery in this Republic that is going to 
be mse, judicious, and economical, both for the present and for 
the future. Who could object to such a democratic policy? 

We should and will strengthen our coast defenses, wherever 
needed, so that our guns from our forts can shoot as far and as 
hru·d as any gun can hoot at our forts fr<>m an enemy ship. 

I also think the G<>vernment should build, own, and operate 
a sufficient plant, or plants, to manufacture its war materials, 
so as to prevent private monopoly from overcharging the Gov­
ernment for whatever materials it may wish or need to buy. 
We are going to build a plant to make nitric acid out of air. 
It is the one thing that must be done. Powder and explosives 
can not be manufactw·ed without this acid. We now get our 
supply from Chile. In war we might not ~ave access to that 
source. 

The nitric acid that goes into commercial fertilizers costs our 
farmers annually $77,000,000. That acid costs $225 a ton. The 
expert before our committee demonstrated we can make it out 
of air at a cost of $50 to $75 a ton. He certified $3,000,000 
would erect plants to make all powder for the Government in 
time of peace; that $40,000,000 would erect plants for powder­
manufacture purposes and for all the commercial fertilizers 
now used by the farmers ·n this Nation, and that at a saving 
to the Government and the farmers of 50 per cent. We would 
save the farmers $40,000,000 a year on the nitric acid that goes 
into the fertilizers they buy. Who of yon would dare vote 
-against this? 

It is illltural for me to pay the utmost respect to the views 
of the President; and if the gent~eman from Wyoming [1\Ir. 
1\1oNDEI,L] asked if my Saul of Tarsus conversion came about in 
that way I desire to say to him that I have stated what changed 
my opinion, and the Good Book says that " a wise man changes 
his mind but a fool never." [Laughter.] However, I wish to 
add, some of ow· ablest men ~an not change their minds, as 
well as millions of our intelligent citizens, in favor of pr~­
pru·edness. Every man has a right to his own opinion. When 
we set the sedge field afire the rabbits are going to run out, and 
when your Republican convention meets in Chicago and puts 
in its platform a plank indorsing what this Congress had done 
in respect to preparedness, the very things that we are going 
to do to defend the country against aggression, . what are you 
going to do then? You are going to support it from then on, 
whether it is the doctrine of Woodrow 'Vilson or the ex-Presi­
dent to whom you referred; -and I wish to say to the gentleman 
from Wyoming that another Teason why I am going to stand 
by President Wilson is, that I believe the ex-President to whom 
he referred, Mr. Roosevelt, is going to be the nominee of the 
Republican Pru·ty. I feel that this country is safer in the hands 
of Mr. Wilson, who we know has done his utmost to keep us 
out of war. We know that he is a ~ace-loving man, we know 
that he Q.oes not have the jingo spirit and that he does not want 
to run down and invade Mexico. He does not want to run over 
and :fly at the throat of some foreign country. That is one 
reason why I determined to stand by the man whom I believe 

. and know the Democrats are going to nominate to bear the 
standard of our party, and if all of us Democrats will stand 
by him in this crucial hour, and help to hold up his hands, he 
will be in a position to win next November against your nomi­
nee, who may be a war man. There are several more reasons I 
could give you. 

I believe that the money to pay for this " preparedness " 
can be raised in a way that will not hurt the poor people of 
this Republic. I am in favor and I believe that it is going to be 
done by this Congress, for there are enough men who are reUI 
patriots here who will vote for it, of making the wealth of 
this Republic pay for this extra expense that will be necessary . 

to carry out this program-by income 1lild inheritance taxes 
and other taxes <>n wealth. 

There are men in this country we an know are making tre­
mendous profits out of war contracts. I wish to say to the 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. C~wAY], if he will stand by us, 
we will get it out of the wealth, and through the income tax, 
and an inheritance tax, and perhaps a tax upon munitions of 
war. The Ways :and .Means Committee of this House should 
bring in a bill that will force wealth to pay the burden that 
preparation carries with it. 

I will just say to the gentleman from Texas [Mr. CALLAWAY] 
that the men who have changed from his way of thinking on 
this business never will change their ideas of raising the money. 
We are just as true to the men behind the plow and in the 
\\Orksl1ops of the country as before we changed. Every man 
in this House knows there has never been a piece of legislation 
here affecting the-laboring man and the farmer when I have 
not been on the side of the laboring man and the farmer of 
this Republic fighting for their rights, and I am going to stay 
there as long as I am in Congress, and I am going to stay on 
the side of the farmer and the laboring people in this Republic 
as long as I am able to speak upon this earth. 

And if the gentleman from Texas [Mr. CALLAWAY] is a true 
friend of the American people and the farmers and the laboring 
men, like I am, that is one of the reasons why he still clings to 
his ideals, but he is likely to wake up and find that he is Inis­
taken in his views on preparedness. This Nation should be pre­
pared to defend itself, and when the people know all the facts 
they are going to demand this of Congress. Although I know it 
will be as hard as pulling eyeteeth for that gentleman to change 
his set opinion, yet I am satisfied he will finally yield.. I know 
it make a man who has self-respect for himself struggle to bring 
about a change of views. It takes either a big man or a little 
one, whichever you· are minded to call it, to change his opiqlons 
and convictions on such a serious matter as preparetiness. 
[Applause.] The distinguished leader of the Repub-lican Party, 
Mr. MANN, of Illinois, changed his views. I have respect for 
him as a man and a gentleman and a statesman, although lle is 
a Republican. He stood as an economist against big navies 
and armament, and so on. He had sense enough to see the 
necessity of reasonable preparedness even before I did. [Ap­
plause and laughter.] He had sense enough to realize the 
dangers that are confronting this country. I admit that I 
could not see it until all the testimony was taken and the 
President told us of the great peril, and I do not blame the 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. CALLAWAY], but I still have hope 
for his conversion and at least that he will finally support the 
President. " While the lamp holds out to burn the vilest 
sinner may return." 
. I have very definite opinions as to where our future inter­

national danger lies, but as a Member of Congress of a neutral 
nation it is not proper to state those opinions; but from \vhat­
ever quarter danger comes, self-interest and self-respect de­
mand that this .rich, free, proud Nation be in . position to 
repel it. 

I am following that man at the other end of the aYenue, 
the President, who warns us of national danger and of our 
defense needs; and it is our duty to pay attention to him, and 
the Ame~·ican people believe him. 

Do not you know if President Wilson were not honest and 
sincere in what he said in his recent speeches on his tour 
through the Middle West he would be the most despised man 
on the face of the earth; that he would be lashed by the cat-o'­
nine-tails of his conscience through all his wakeful hours [ap­
plause] ; that green-streaked scorpions would sting his soul in his 
hours of meditation, the furies of hell would torment him during 
his restless noctw·nal repose? [Applause.] Do you not know a 
man who holds the responsible position of President of th,e 
United States would not for political ambition or self-ag_zyan­
fuement go out to the American people and misrepresent the 
facts? Do not you know that he is honest and sincere in what 
he has stated? I know it, and I am going to stand by him 
and help to hold up his hands while he guides our ship of state 
through troubled and turbulent waters. If he were dishonest 
and did that for his personal ambition, Judas Iscariot, Alci­
biades, and Benedict Arnold would be patriots and respectable 
gentlemen as compared to him. Do you not know this, if the Presi­
dent of this Republic, knowing bow the American people would 
regard it, were to deceive them, they believing in his heart, in 
his soul, and intellectual integrity, in every statement that he 
made on the platforra of this Republic, they would socially 
ostracise him and politically condemn him and personally curse 
him? He is the chosen representative of all the people. The 
President has kept us out of war, when a hot-head would have 
engulfed us in it. He has kept the -interests of the Nation safe 

·-
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and its honor wifuout a stain. In the presence of such char- this great wealthy class ought to contribute more to the support 
ncter, learning, goodness, and wisdom party should hide its ugly of the Government. This Congre s owes a higher duty, to see 
head and faction should disappear, while the broad sentiments that if we put this burden upon the public we should Jay it ou 
of pm·e Americanism should, and will, envelop him . in its pro- those who are able to pay it and not feel that they have beeu 
tectiug arms. [Applause.] taxed. 

Believing in the President's integrity as a citizen and as a If the man who has $50,000,000 income has $10,000,000 taken 
Presi<lent, and knowing that he fully realizes what the American out to put upon the national defense, how does he feel it? How 
people and the whole civilized world would think of him if he floes he suffer? They are the ones who have been clamoring 
attempted deception, it is my duty to stand by him and help him the most for this national insurance. They are the people who 
fight his battles against those who are trying to· down him. have felt the danger the most. They are the people who proclaim 
,[Applause.] I am going to put the 230,000 people whom I have loudest that this Nation should have the proper defenses to 
the honor to represent on the safe side. I am going to put protect them and their property rights as well as the balance 
them on the side of President Wilson. I am going to plit them of the people and property in the Nation. Do you not think it is 
by my 'oice and my vote in this Congress on the side of what I necessary to protect ourselves by an absolute guaranty that we 
believe is right in this great crisis. If I could not properly know a national defense program will bring forth? [Applause.] 
represent my people in a great emergency like this, I woul(l feel This free Republic has cost too much in blood and treasure 
ashamed. I wish to say, my friends, that, .wrestling with my in establishing its liberty, its principles, and its independence, 
conscience and what my duty is on this question, after I heard and it means too much to the present and future generations of 
the tl1ings that the President recited, after I read his utter- Americans, and it means too much· as a beacon light extending 
ancc ·, and after having heard all the evidence before my com- its rays over the earth as a hope and encouragement to all man­
mittee, I reached the conclusion that it is my plain duty to kind, to permit its glorious career to be checkell by international 
stnntl by him. I have been honored with a great committee wru· when it is not prepared for safe defense of its rights, its 
as ·ignment at this great crisis. Now, the Committee on Mill- interests, and its safety, when all this can now be secured at 
tury Affairs owes it to the American people to do the clean relatively small cost. This Kation will never be the aggressor, 
thin~. It owes it to the farmer, the blacksmith, the shopman, I hope; but I want it to be organized industrially and in mill­
the millionaire, and all to give them righteous and judicious tary, coa.st defense, and mival strenb1;h, so that if attacked it 
legislation. You gentlemen know Chail·man HAY. I wish to can acquit itself with honor and ufety and thus pmsue, under 
say I am willing to follow him anywhere. [Great applause.] God's guidance, its grand career as the "land of the free and the 
He is a patriot. He is a statesman. He knows more about the I1ome of the brave." [Loud continued applause.] 
military affairs of this Republic than any otheJ.' single man in the I herewith insert the following evidence, most of it taken last 
Army or anywhere else. [Applause.] You need not be uneasy Congress, showing we hn'e the second Navy and best coast 
about the bill that our committee is going to report. It is going defenses in the world : 
to correspond with what is right and just, and at the same time Mr. WITHEllSPOO.'. Now, according t.1 the Navy Yearbook, Germany 
meet the approbation of President Wilson · and the American has battleships built, building, and authorized, 39. Would you say that 
people. It is going to be a bill that Republicans, Democrats, ~·~s~~{ thoe~d? ~>end all those ships against us, we would not be able to 
and Bull Moose all alike can support in a solid phalanx. [Ap· AdmJral FLETCHER. I should say that we ought to, if we have the 
plause.] greater force. 

I fllr·ther have confidence in the Committee on Fortifications. Mr. WITHERsrooN. Yes; we oug:ht to. Certainly we ought, and we could.. 
Admiral FLETCDER. Yes, sir; the greater force shoulu win. 

That committee is not going to ask this Congress to waste Mr. WITHEnsPooN. Yes; we coulu. 
any money, and I do not believe that the Committee on Naval Admiral FLETCHER. I think so. 

Mr. WITHERSPOO~. Now, it has been statetl to us that if Germany 
Affail'S is going to do it eitller. were at war with us she could not afford, either, to send more than 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the geutleman has expired. one-half her ships against us. 
Mr. QUIN. 1\Ir. Chairman, can the gentleman yield me a Admiral FLETCHEn. That I <lo not know. 

Mr. WITHEnsroo~. I am not asking you whether you do or uo not. 
little more time? Assuming that she could send only half her 3!>, woulU you not say that 

Mr. MOON. I will yield the gentleman 10 minutes. we could ~uccessfully resist that number? 
l\Ir. QUIN. I thank the gentleman indeed for giving me abf!;cl~i~~e~LhEe;.~nEn. Yes, sir; I woulu say so if all our force is a mil-

additional time, and I wish to say on the question of who is M1·. WITHERSPOON. I woulu, too. Now. take France. '.this Navy 
to pay for this great expense, my friemT from Texas agrees Yearbook says that France has a grann · total of battleships, built, 
exactly with se\en-eighths of the Democrats of this House. building, and authorized, of 29-11 less than we have. Would you not 
He <

nzrees with me that wealth can be made to pay and not say that if she sent all hers against us that we would be able success-
~ fully to resist them? 

feel it at all. Why is it tl1at we should, in this great criSIS, Admiral FLETCHEn. Yes; our force available .being the greater. 
not put the burden where i.t belongs? The United States Mr. WITHERSPOON. And if she sent only one-half of them we woulll 

t thi h · 1 · ·1 d 1 · 1 tl h 11 d not have much of a fight, would we? Governmen , ·oug specm prlH ege egiS a on, as a owe Admiral FLETcrrEn.. No; we ought not to. 
great fortunes to l>e buildell up in this Republic. If 1\Ir. Rocke- • Mr. WITHERSPOON. That is tlle way I look at it. Here is Japan, 
feller has millions a year as an income, why should he not which, according to the Navy Yearbook, has only 19 battleships, or 21 
be rt>nuired to lun·e 25 IJer cent, or more if necessary, taken less than we ha:ve got. If Japan should sencl all of her 19 against us, 

~·~ do you not think we would be able successfully to resist them? 
in taxes for the national defense? Why should not a man who Admiral FLETCHER. Yes; I should say so, if all of our force were free 
has an income of $5,000 a ~·ear pay something, and with a to meet them at the time. 
1!I'adrJal increase up to the men who have $500,000 make them 1\Ir. WITHERsPooN. And if she did not seDll lmt half of them there 
~ ~ would not be much of a scrap would there? 
go into their jeans and pay ·into the American Treasury the Admiral FLETCHER. Probably not. 
necessnry money to protect them against aggrc ;;ion or in- Mr. WITHEnsPoON. Now, here is Russia, that the Navy Yearhook 
vasion. ·what millionaire is there in this Republic who ,yould says has a grand total of battleships, built, building, and authorized, of 
feel the effects of such an income tax? · Upon the poor it ~gat !,.~ ~~~Jhs~ui~s~~Y a~sfsft ft:.~:? against us, would you not say 
woulu be a burden; but, my friends, if it is absolutely neces- Admiral FLETCHER. Yes, sir. 
sary, and you could not get it all out of wealth, it ~s our du~y 1\lr. WITHEnsPoo~. And if she sent half of them there ~·oulu not be 
to mnke the preparation for the proper defense of th1s Republic, anldfi~~Arir~~~c~~~l.dJ~ir:it~ch. 
eYen if we have to place a part on labor. Mr. WITHERSPOON. llere is Italy, that has a grantl total, according 

The man behind the plow has confidence in his Congressman. to the Navy Yearbook of 17 battleships. We could succc fully resist 
I know the man behind the plow in my district has confidence in th~'m'ir~lt~~E~~~::~\!~; 0f i:fn~ ~~.a part of them, could we not 1 

my judgment. I have confidence in him. I know he has con- Mr. WITHERSPOON. Now, Austria-Hungary, according to the Navy 
fidence in my integrity, and while I have told him I have been Yearbook, has a grand total of battleships, built, building, and author-

ized, of 10. We could successfully resist them, could we not? 
aO'ninst the program as at first outlined, he knows my heart and Admiral FLETCHEfl. I think so. 
~y entiment, and being his spokesman here on the watchtower l\!r. WITHERsPoo~. 'l'hen what nation is there that we are not pre-
to look out for him, when I see the danger that this Republic is pared surcessfully to resist? There is not one on earth, is there, 

Admiral-not a single one? 
in, \Yhen I see the peril which the President has told us faces Admiral FLETCHER. Well, Juclge, I think there is. 
this great Nation, I know it is my duty to come out and say that MT. WITHERSPOON. Well, which one"! I have gone through the big 

I t b d 'f t f 't t f ll th ones. Tell me which one. preparat on mns e rna e, e\en 1 a par 0 1 s cos a son e Admiral FLETCHER. I should say that England has a navy so much 
producing masses. But we can keep it from going there. We more powerful than that of any other nation in the wot·Itl that sho 
have it in our power and we are going to do it and put it on the could easily keep contr•Jl of the seas. 

1 f thi N ti h · b1 t be r 't upon the people Mr. WITHERSPOON. England. Well, what other one, then? 
peop e o S ? . on W o a.te 3 e 0 3 . 1 • . Admh·al FLETCHER. I do not think we neeu greatly fear any other 
who have the ability to pay 1t and not feel It. I never have be- single nation. 
lieved in the outrageous Republican doctrine that we ~hould get Mr. W!TDERSPoox. Then there is no other nation except Englan~ th?-t, 
all the 'taxes out of the people who toil. I belie-ye t~e American I in Ad~lijd~i~~ir:i. cti1lJ.0hS:tc1~s~~~~lctd;e~ee~~ oursel\'es ngam ·t! 
people know that there has been a system of legislatiOn that has Admiral FLETCIIER. England has many ships wbicb arc v ry nearly 
enalJled great fortunes to pile up, and have fully realized that of the same power ~r our own snips of same date of build-log. 
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Mr. WITHERSPOON. Let us see about that now. I do not believe 

she has, though you know more about it than I do. In this Navy 
Yearbook, which gives a list of the English battleships, I find that the 
last five dreadnaughts that England built or is building are named the 
Royal Sovereign, Royal Oak, Rem.iles, Revolution, and Revenge, each of 
which has a tonnage of 26,000. 

Admiral FLETCHER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. WITHERSPOO . And we have two ships, the Pennsylvania and 

the No. 39, which have a toanage of 31,400, and then we have author­
ized three more that are to have a tonnage, as I understand, of 31,000. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thirty-two thousand. 
Mr. WITHERSPOON. Thirty-two thousand tons. In other words, the 

tonnage of the Pennsylvania and No. 39 is 5,4{)0 tons greater than that 
of the last five IDngllsh dreadnaughts that are building, and the last 
three dreadnaughts that we are building have a tonnage of 6,000 tons 
greater than the last five English ships. Do you tell me that these 
IDnglisb ships are equal to ours? 

Admiral FLETCHER. No; I d1d not say that. 
Mr. WITHERSPOON. Do not you regard them as inferior to ours? 
Admiral FLETCHEB. Yes; as near as we can estimate. 
Mr. WITHERSPOON. I do too. And the armament of these five ships 

is eight 15-inch guns, wblle the armament of the five American ships 
I have referred to is twelve 14-inch guns. Which ls the more powerful 
armament, eight 15-inch guns or twelve 14-inch guns? 

Admiral FLETCHER. I think the twelve 14-inch guns more powerful, 
but I am not sure this opinion is concurred in by all authorities. 

Mr. WITHERSPOON. Then, understanding your testimony, after re­
viewing it, do you want us to understand that England is the only 
nation on earth that bas a navy that we could not successfully resist? 

Admiral FLETCHER. I think that is the fair conclusion; yes, sir; at 
the present time. 

Mr. WITHERSPOON. Well, I wanted to get your views about that, be­
cause I do not like to bear Americans running around and talking 
about the German Navy being superior to ours. I know it is not so. 

Admiral BADGER. You have not heard me say that. 
Mr. WITHERSPOON. No; and I am glad that is so. I hope you never 

will say it, because there is not any truth in it. 
Secretary DANIELS. I think when the war is over in Europe the 

countries are going to be so exhausted in their resources and are going 
to be so burdened with debt that there Is going to be a great revulsion 
of feeling agatnst war. I think there is going to be such exhaustion 
and reaction that the people are going to demand the cessation of this 
ever-increasing burdensome expense of war. 

On page 572 appears the following report of the Secretary's 
testimony before the committee: 

Secretary DANIELs. He [the President) absolutely refuses to lose his 
head merely because " some amoni: us are nervous and excited." Even 
if the times are internationally out of joint, no occasion bas arisen 
with .us to plunge headlong into any frenzied policy or frantic action. 

The new dangers which have arisen because of international 
complications have made the President realize the necessity for 
the program of national defense, and he changed his mind to 
meet these new dangers and conditions. 

We have spent $200,000,000 on our coast defenses in recent 
years, and in a rigid examination, Gen. Weaver, Chief of Coast 
Defenses, testified in this hearing a year ago that our fortifica­
tions were ample and the most efficient 1n the world. In sum­
ming up his testimony Gen. Weaver says: 

I have been a close student of the whole subject, naturally, for a 
number of years. and I know of no fortifications in the world, so far as 
my reading, observations, and knowledge goes, that compare favorably In 
efficiency with ours (p. 77, hearings before the Fortifications Subcom­
mittee of tbe Appropriations Committee). 

Within the past few weeks Gen. Weaver has reiterated his 
testimony given a year ago. · 

Gen. Nelson A. Miles, in a statement the other day, testified to 
the strength and efficiency of our coast fortifications. He said: 

Having had much to do with placing and construction of our fortifi­
cations and inspecting every one aJong the Atlantic, Pacific, and Gulf 
coasts, as welJ as having had an opportunity· of seeing aJl the great 
armies of ·the world and many of their strongest fortifications, including 
the Dardanelles, I am prepared to say that our coasts are as well de­
fended as the coasts of any country with the same class of high-power 
guns and heavy projectiles, and I have no sympathy for the misrepre­
sentations that have been made in the effort to mislead the publlc. 
Our Nation Is composed of sovereign citizens who appreciate their inde­
pendence and realize the difi'erence between their condition and that of 
the millions of men now mere subjects of some despotism and used as 
food for powder. · 

It has been said by the critics of our naval strength that our 
Navy lacks auxiliary vessels. Admiral Blue, Chief of the Bu­
reau of Navigation, in his testimony a year ago said: 

I believe I am correct in stating that we have now more auxiliary 
vessels in the Navy than any otber nation maintains In times of peace 
(p. 40, bearings before House Naval Affairs Committee). 

Another criticism of the Navy, which lias appeared 1n all the 
eastern papers and many elsewhere, is that our Navy is deficient 
in submarine strength. Admiral Fletcher, commander of our 
fleet, testified before the House Naval Affairs Committee, and 
as to submarines he said : 

I should think it would be reasonable precaution to provide a few 
more submarines, considering our extensive coast line tn th-e Atlantic 
and in the Pacific. Yet 1 will say that compared to other nations, we 
are well provided with submarines to-day (p. 520). 

In a further statement the admiral said : 
I think a reasonable increase of submarines, 8 or 10, or something in 

that vicinity, would be a proper increase. 
I would say in an emergency some vessels are ready to-day ; some 

would be ready to-morrow; but I would say that all of them could be 
ready within a week (p. 561 of the bearings). 

And finally, in this testimony which Admiral Fletcher gave 
before the committee a year ago, he said that-

England is the only nation on earth that has a navy we could not 
successfully resist. 

In a report made recently, Admiral Fletcher tells us that our 
Navy is 15 per cent stronger now than it was a year ago, and that 
in accuracy of gunfire it has improved 30 per cent in the past year. 

Testifying last year as to the progress of the Navy, Secretary 
Daniels said : 

The Navy program has been upgrade all the time. The Navy is get­
ting better every year. The present Congress gave three dreadnaughts 
and we have 7,000 more trained men in the Navy than a year ago (p. 
597 of the hearings). 

Mr. STEENERSON. Mr. Chairman, I yield 10 minutes to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. G.ARLAND]. 

Mr. GARLAND. Mr. Chairman, I have been in this Congress 
since the day it opened, and only on one occasion before have I 
risen to my feet on this subject. I have noticed the speeches 
made on preparedness on both sides of the House ; but with all 
the eloquence that has been expended here for the purpose of 
buildir.g up an Army and Navy, there has been no plan that 
would induce men to come forward and join. We must have 
prepared men if we want to be prepared. 

Mr. Chairman, under date of January 10, 1916, I introduced 
House joint resolution 93, the purpose of which is to authorize 
the appointment of a commission in relation to educational~ 
vocational, and military-naval training: 

Resolved, etc., That a joint commission be constituted to be known 
as the joint commission on educational. vocational, and military-naval 
training, to be composed of three members of the Senate, to be ap­
pointed by the Vice President, and three Members of the House of 
Repre entatives, to be appointed by the Speaker. The said joint com­
mission be, and is hereby, directed, authorized, and empowered to 
examine, consider, and submit to Congress recommendations upon the 
following, to wit : 

The need of educational, vocational, and military-naval training in 
the United States. 

Whether· national grants should be made to the various States to 
stimulate vocational and military-naval training, or whether schools 
or colleges should bP established under the direct control of the United 
States and maintained entirely as national institutions. 

If the said commission shall recommend that schools or colleges 
shall be established and maintained by the United States, then to recom­
mend where not less than 20 such schools or colleges should be placed. 

Whether a proportion of such schools should be established on the 
coasts for educational, vocational, and naval training exclusively. 

To make recommendations as to the course of instruction in agri· 
cultural, trade, and industrial subjects as well as in military and naval 
training to be given in such schools and colleges, and to recommend 
the minimum age at · which boys shall be admitted to such schools or 
colleges and the method of selecting the said pupils. 

To make recommendations as to the total number of pupils to be 
received annually and to estimate the annual cost of the maintenance 
of such schools and colleges. 

To make recommendations as to whether pupils who have been 
trained in such schools or colleges shall be subject to the call of the 
United States for military or naval services, as the case may be, and 
the number of years during which this condition of service shall prevall 
and whether such puptls shall durin~ such period, when they are so 
subject to call for service, serve a limited time each year to perfect 
their mllltary or naval training. · 

To make all other recommendations pertaining to the subject matter 
which aid in rendering more efficient a system under the control of the 
United States GovernmPnt for educating boys while at the same time 
preparin"' them for milltary or naval service. To report as to whether 
such tralning shall be free of all cost to the said pupils and whether 
any monetary compensation shall be given the said pupils in the event 
of their being called for annual training after graduating from the 
Raid school or college. 

The said commission shall report their finding to Congress on or 
before October 1, 1916, together with a bill emborlying their recommenda­
tions and establishing such educational, vocational, and mllttary-naval 
training schools or C'olleges. The sum of $10,000 is hereby appropriated, 
the same to be lmmediatE"ly available out of any funds in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, to defray all necessary expenses of said 
joint commission, payment of said expenses to be made upon vouchers 
approved by the chairman of said joint commission, who shall be 
selected by the commission. 

The investigations suggested in the resolution are for the 
purpose of submitting to Congress a bill involving a compre­
hensive plan to establish camps or barracks on land now owned 
or that may be purchased by the Government, and with suitable 
buildings thereon to conduct schools for vocational training, 
including agricultural pursuits, mechanical trades, erection of 
houses, and so forth; the manufacturing of arms, ammunitions, 
building of Ships, and manufacturing or assembling of all parts 
thereto ; in fact, teaching knowledge of all things and equip­
ment that may enter into the art of medern warfare on or under 
land and sea. 

When a plan for the establishment of such camps or barracks 
with schools for said purposes ha.c:; been decided on, applications 
to enter such schools may be received from young men between 
the ages of 17 and 21 years to enter for a period of three_ years 
for vocational training, with such educational tl·aining as may 
be found necessary, together with such military training and 
naval training as may be necessary to fit and equip them for 
first-line war service against any foreign nation that may 
attempt to invade our shores or possessions or to destroy our 
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rights pri\ileges, or commerce at sea. That such application 
may pt·oyide that tile applicant may not be permitted to engage 
in ca ·e of war until he has attained the age of 18 years. Further. 
that nfter the matriculation period the npplicant shall recei\e 
a certificate stating the different trades or vocations he wns em­
ployetl at during tuition and marks showing proficiency therein. 
The nppllcation may further provide that the applicant will for 
the period of four years after the matriculation period be m·ail­
able to and will hasten to the call of the United States Govern­
ment \-rherever he may be should any foreign nation or nations 
attempt to invade our sllores or possessions or destroy our 
rights, pri\ileges, or commerce at sea. 

'l'lli plan shoulu provide for the payment of wages to the ap­
Dlicaut during the period of education for the number of hours 
employed, at no less compensation than is paid for like service 
during ·apprenticeship in industries or pursuits of a like nature 
by private corporations; the Government, howe\er, retaining 
such au amount from the compensation as may be equal to the 
cost of maintennnce from each student. 

It is not the intention that this plan should in any way inter­
fere with the pre ent Army, Navy, or State National Guards, 
unle s it be provided. that men who are now therein may be 
given yolnntary opportunity, irrespecti\e of age, to take the 
course of training offered by this plan. 

Not Jess than 20 camps of this kind, which number has been 
suo-o-ested should a ,-erage each 5,000 students and 10,000 acres 
of l~nd · ~ore students and more acreage can be included on in­
terior l~nd camps than on camps near water, where shipbuilding 
can be carried on, they being for naval training. 

Aftei.' the initial cost of the land and perhaps some improvised 
building, the cost to the Government would be nil, as the muni­
tions, arms, all upkeep, and equipment furnished by the stnden.ts, 
trade. men, and tutors would take the place of that otherwise 
purchased by the Government. 

Personal experience warrants the declaration that. the most 
seriou problem for the average workingman, and in fact for the 
entire family, to solve is what shall the average boy or girl do 
in life nfter leaving school if, indeed, the privilege of remaining 
in school to 16 hHs been accorded them? The period providecl in 
this Dian is just the time of life when the boy has come to an 
age when his services will help in the upkeep of the family. He 
js enger. and anxious to do something, the pulsing blood of his 
young manhood erie out for. a chance to know how t? do soD?e­
thin"' to carry him through life, and he can offer nothing to him 
who employs but his young strength. Strong muscles alone are 
plent · and usually cheap. 'l'he trained hand and brain must 
accom})any the strong back, else the chance of remunerative em­
ployment is small. The opportunity to le~rn a trade or a ~rofes­
sion, a vocation, if you please, under this plan, would brmg to 
the defense of this country in time of stress, great hordes of 
grateful, intelligent, trained, and patriotic citizen soldiers and 
sailors. 

I do not wish to discourage attempts to increase our defenses, 
as I am personally for adequate preparedness in the best man­
ner attainable, but additional men must be trained in time of 
peace to be effective. 

On January 19, Maj. Gen. Leonard Wood, before the Senate 
:Military Committee, expressed the belief that compulsory serv­
ice should be resorted to. Oh, perish the thought of conscrip­
tion in ti..nle of peace in America! Admiral Fletcher's report 
shows oue division of the Navy alone on last June's review was 
short 1,350 men and officers. This, after we had. feared we 
mi"'ht be involved in war for nearly one year. 

Titese are authorities. 
nut cnn we wonder at the nondesire of young men to enlist 

in times of peace, when the prospects are that at the end of 
the three or five year period of enlistment they will probably be 
less able to meet life's problems or to ear~ a living than when 
they went into enlistment? 

That this plan would attract more men than could be accom­
modated to enter the Army and Navy can not be doubted when 
we remember that every private and semiprivate institution of 
vocational training of any note in this country is crowded, not 
alone with scbolfl.rS but with applications; and the great agri­
cultural colleges of each State can not take care of the demand 
or the demands for place in their own confines. The needs of · 
our counh·y are apparent to all, and as we must be prepared, 
then, for the sake of humanity, for the sake of efficiency and 
the men we must and do always depend on to go to the rescue of 
the country-the poor boy, the sons of the farmer, the sons 
of the men in the mills, mines, factories, and of those engaged 
on our transportation lines; for the sake of the younger 

·brothers of the soldiers and sailors now in the service, all of 
whom will go to make up the Army and the N~vy. Give them 

a chance to live as other men li\e when not engaged in pro­
tecting us from foreign world powers. 

'l'hat a wondrous le son is at thi moment being taught in the 
present European war of the advantage of \OCationnl tl'aining 
and soldiering combineu oYet· soltlicring a}one, can not ue de­
nied, but at this time I will not go further in that, but data, 
proof, and reason are at hand to furtb"'er support the whole idea 
sugge ted and will be given before the committee when oppor­
tunity occUI·s, and will in any event be placed in the RECORD at 
n future time if permitted. [Applause.] 

Mr. 1UOON. 1Ur. Chairman, I yield five minute to the gen­
tleman from California [ fl'. KETT_""~'T.) . 

l\Ir. KETTNER. l\lr. Chairman, there have been several. 
bills introduced at this session of Congress with a view to cre­
ating a tariff commission. As a _ <lirector of the Cilam!Jer of 
Commerce of the City of San Diego for a number of years, I 
have continuously advocated a nonparti an tariff commis ion. 
I \vas vel'y glad, indeed, when I saw that .·orne of my colleagues 
from California had introduced bills along this line; then 
that the gentleman from Illinois, the distinguished Republican 
leader, Mr. 1\l.ANN, had introduced one; and when later on the 
gentleman who is now in the chair, a member of the Ways and 
Means Committee, 1Ur. RAINEY, introduced a similar bill, I 
reached the conclusion that "·e shall have a tariff commission 
before this Congress adjourns. In that connection I should 
like to have the Clerk read a letter I have received from the 
Chamber of Commerce of the United States of America along 
these lines. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the communication. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Ron. WILLLI.:U K:J..:1'TXER, 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED STA'l'l:S OF AMERICA, 

Washington, D. 0., Fcbrua1-y .~, 1916. 

National Oottncilor, Chamber of Oommet·ce, San Diego, Gal. 
DEAR Sm : In view of the general public 1nterest at this time in the 

question of a permanent tariff commission, we feel that as national 
councilor for the San Diego Chamber of Commerce you should be fully 
informed regarding the activities of the Chamber of Commerce of the 
United States in advocating the establishment of such a commission. 

At the first annual meeting of the Chamber of Commerce of the 
United States of America, January 21-23, 1913, a resolution was 
adopted in favor of the establishment of a permanent tariff commis­
sion, and was referred to the board of directors for submission in 
referendum form to the constituent members of the chamber ln order 
to ascertain their viewR. 

The proposition was submitted to the organization members on .April 
30, 1913, in the followlng form : 

ORGANIZATION OF COi\1:\iiSSION. 

First. That the appointment of the commission, following the usual 
procedure, be vested in the President with the advice and consent 

of J:ceo:~¥gat in order to make the commission an effeetive adminis­
trative body the number of commissioners should be limited, prefer­
ablv not more than five. 

Third. That the term of office of members of the commission should 
be sufficiently long to give the board stability and perman.eney, p~ef­
erably six years, and the terms of members should expire m rotation 
as in the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

Fourth. That ·a provision should be made for minority !-'epresenta­
tion as in the case of the Interstate Commerce CoiDDllssion, where 
not more than three of the five members shall be of one party. 

FOWERS OF COMMISSION. 

First To gather, investigate. and tabulate technical anu statistical 
facts of all kinds pertinent to the tariff schedules, both in this and 
other countries. 

Second. The reports of the commission should be confined to ascer­
tained facts and should exclude recommendations unless · called for 
by the body having power to institute tariff legislation. The informa­
tion secured by the commlssion should be available to either House 
of Congress and to the President. 

The result of the referendum was 715 votes in favor of a com­
mission to 9 opposed. The aggregate membership of the organizations 
that voted affirmatively was approximately 114,000. T.he _na_tional -
chamber has ever since actively urged the creation of a comiDJSSion. 

In February 1915, the delegates to the third annual meeting unani­
mously reaffir~ed the position of the national chamber as determined 
in the referendum of 1913. It may fairly be assumed that the 600 
delegates at th\s meeting inclirectly represented dominant opinion 
among the 2·79 000 business men comprising the membership of the 
624 federated commercial organizations. 

From the time when the membership of the national chamber first 
inclicated through the refex:endum its unmistakable attitu~e, the board 
of directors bas sought m every proper and appropriate way to 
advance the-idea of a permanent tariff commission. The presel}t COl?· 
mittee which directs the efforts of the national chamber m thr 
direc. u'on was appointed by authority of the board of directors in th.e 
summer 'of 1915. That the original attitude of tl!-e membership o·f 
the national chamber as expressed by the votes cast ID the referendum 
and as reiterated at successive annual meetings in fact J?ersists, .is 
clearly manifested by the fact that about 200 of the. orgamzallo?S m 
the membership of the national chamber have appomted comm1ttees 
of their own to advance the cause of a tariff commission . These local 
committees have joined wlth the committee of the national chamber 
in presenting the arguments which support the proposal that a com-

mi;~~ si:ho~lga~ep~:rt~hlch states these argu.ments was sent. to the 
Members of Con""ress, the acknowledgments mdlcated keen mtercst 
and a ready dl position to gh'c careful consideration. 

Very truly, yours, 
ELI~IOT F. GOODWIX, Sccr'(:tarv. 
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TJ1e CHAIRliAJ'". The time of the gentleman ha expired. 
l\Ir. 1.\JOON. 1\Ir. Chairman, I yield five minutes to the gen­

tleman from Indiana [Mr. GRAY]. 
Mr. GRAY of Indiana. l\lr. Chairman, I only "\\·ant to ask 

leaYe to extend ruy remarks in the RECORD, in order to insert 
certain letters aml communications with regard to eertain auto­
mobile routes, and to pay my special respect to this system, 
under the five-minute rule. 

The CHAIRl\lAN. The gentleman from Intliana [l\Ir. GRAY] 
ask:-; unanimous consent to extend hi remark in the RECORD. 
Is there objection? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none. 

JHr. STEENERSON. Mr. Chairman, I yield 10 minutes to the 
gentleman from New York [l\lr. PLA'IT]. 

l\l1·. PLATT. l\Ir. Chairman, I llave studied Rection 17. of 
the l:'ost Office appropriation bill witll some care in order to 
try to find out whether it is fair to the small railroads, the 
trolley roads, and the ferryboats that carry the mail. They 
are not well treated tmder present arrangements, ami I can 
not quite _make out whether this bill giye~ tllem any better 
treatment or not. Tllere llas been in a ~reat many places a 
taking away of the mail from those small lines, to the great 
inconwnience of a good many people. We used to llear com­
plaints about the way freight was routed by railroads, sending 
it over long line instead of sending it over short lines. Now, 
I hnppen to know of a case wllere the United States Government 
send~ mail 150 miles to get it 3 miles, and connecting those 3 
miles are trolley roads and ferryboats, aml nlso a railroad 
goin"' across a bridge. Instead of using any of tho e route tbe 
Unit(:•d States Government sends this mail from Pougllkeepsie, 
whith is my home city, on the Hud on HiYer. to Albany, 7G 
mile.. It is sorted there, and comes do,Yn on the We t Shore 
Railroad to Highland and the town of Lloyd, a town of about 
2,800 people, opposite Poughkeepsie. Connecting Highland with 
the town and yillage of New Paltz, a -village of about 1,200 peo­
ple, t~ a trolley road, and that trolley road runs from the ferry. 
The distance from the ferry landing to the village of Highlancl 
is a little more than a mile and to New Paltz 9 miles. 

There is a trolley, of course, in the city of Poughkeepsie, 
running down to the ferry, so that til ere i. · a complete connec­
tion either way. The screen-wagon man from the Pougllkeep­
sie post office, going to the New York Central Railroad station, 
ulso goes within 1,000 yards of the ferry. There used to be a 
mail service by way of the ferry and the New Platz trolley 
railroad. It has been taken off. Now, as I say, it takes 150 
miles to go those 3 miles. Tile result is that mait deposited in 
the Poughkeepsie post office, a city of 32,000 inhabitants, after 
the shopping time in the afternoon, can not get these 3 miles 
in time to go out by tile rural delivery routes the next mornin~. 

l\lr. STEENERSON. I\1r. Chairman, will the gentleman yield 
there? 

The CHAIRMAl~. Does the gentleman yield? 
Mr. PLATT. I will. 
l\lr. STEENERSON. Ha the gentleman called the attention 

of the officials of the Post Office Department to this matter? 
I\lr•. PLATT. I ha-ve. It come· under the Second A$ ' istant 

Postmaster General's department, under the Di-vision of 1\liscel­
laneous Transportation. 

Mr. STEENERSO~. 'Vhat e:xcusc did they giYe for that sit­
uation? 

Mr. PLATT. I can not make it out, quite; but they llaYe 
promisoo to inve tigate it, and they llave been over it several 
times. As nearly as I can make out, it is partly red tape and 
partly a tendency to do business only \vith the trunk lines, the 
big railroads, and partly bureaucratic inertia that holds the 
matter up. The mail used to be taken down to the river and 
put on the ferry, which crosses the river every half hour. Some­
times the trolley on the west side, which runs only every hour, 
was not there at the moment the mail was taken over, and then 
they would throw the mail sacks off on one side to wait for the 
trolley to come along. There were doubtless sometimes a few 
minutes wp.en the mail sacks were unguarded. I haye heard 
that gi ,-en as a reason for the discontinuance of the ferry service, 
but other ferry services on the Hudson were discontinued a.t the 
same time, a'nd I am of the opinion that the real reason was the 
tendency to deal \Vith the big railroads, routing mail very mucll 
as package freight is routed by the railroads to a central sort-

-ing voint. If 'the ferry route is not considered-entirely satisfac­
tory the mail could be sent all rail across the Poughkeep ·ie 
Bridge. 

1\Ir. STEE~TERSON. Has the gentleman had nny conYersa­
tion with the Superintendent of the Mails about it? 
· 1\It·. PLATT. I have had conversations with the <li•ision 

superintendent, and have thought at times that I was making 
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some progress, but nothing hns been done to restore the sen·ice 
yet. 

Mr. STEEl~ERSON. It seems to me it involves a great waste 
of public money. 

Mr. PLATT. ProbaiJly it does. At the time the ferry service 
was discontinued there was not a great deal of mail to cross the 
river, but since the parcel post was put in there llas been a 
good deal of increase in the mail, and there always was as much 

'mail as goes out on an ordinary rural delivery route, and prob· 
ably more. Besides that, the villages on the west side of the 
river, as well as the city of Poughkeepsie, have grown. It is 
time, in my judgment, that that very curious situation should 
be remedied, as complaints are becoming more and more fre· 
quent. 

l\Ir. STEE~bUSON. Has the gentleman any suggestion for 
legislation or is that an administmtive matter purely? 

1\fr. PLATT. No; I have no present suggestion to make. I 
have only made complaint a others have done. Possibly I may 
find some place for a suggestion as to legislation when we come 
to the <li cussion of th]s bill under the five-minute rule. Mr. 
Chairman, I yield back the balance of my time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York [~lr. 
PLATT] yields back five minutes. 

Mr. ELSTON. l\lr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to 
extend my remarks in the RECORD by inserting a communication 
addressed to me by the San Francisco Chamber of Comruerce 
concerning neuh·al rights on the high seas. 

The CHAilll\lAN. The gentleman from California asks unani· 
mous consent to extend his remarks in the HEconn for the pur­
po,·e indicated. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 
Follovdng is the communication referred to: 

lion . .T. A. Er.sTOK, 

SA~ FR.\!\CISCO ClLUIBER 011' CO:IDIEllCE, 
11'cbi'1WI'!J .t 191G. 

!louse of Represe11tatir:cs, Washington, D. C. 
DEAlt Sm: The San Francisco ChamlJer of Commerce, rt-presenting 

the busines~ interests of the community of San Franci co, has for some 
time viewed with considerable apprehension the interference with 
American neutral trade on the seas by the British Government. Silence 
on this subject has not indicated acquiescence in the moral or legal 
justice of the course of the British Government, but has thus far been 
dictated by a desi.J:e to b& of as little embarrassment to the Federal 
aclmlnistmtion as possible in handling the delicate situation with which 
it i!': confronted. 

The propriety of thi.s communication has been suggested by the 
thou~ht that further silence on the part of an orlfanization represent­
ing the business interests of the community of San Francisco mfght 
prove misleading as to tlie popular sentiruents .entertalned here. 

We full.r r ecognize, and we trust justly appreciate that the rights of 
neutral::; dlli'ing the course of any war must be nicely adjusted with 
re9ard to the rights of belligerents; but appreciating that under the 
prmclples of international law belligerents may have rights more or 
less clearl.v defined, we also recognize that under thoso same principles 
neutrals likewise have certain clear rights, and among them is the 
right of neutral trading under appropriate conditions. 

There seems to be little opportunity for diffeJ.•ences of opinion as to 
what really constitutes absolute contraband of war concerning which 
a neutral can insist upon no right that his trade should be protected. 
!l'he difficulty appears to arise with reference to those commodities 
design a ted as conditional contraband of war, and those articles which 
may bo classed as conditional contraband of war appear to become ex­
tended with more reference to the necessities of the belligerents than 
\Yith regard to the rights of neutrals. 

We are not disposed to qua.J:rel with any rights which belligerents 
may assert as the result of. an actual blockade, but we believe that 
our GoTernrnent can with d1gnity and propriety protest against any 
claim on the part of :my belligerent to enjoy the same rights from a 
paper blockaite which might be justly claimed in the case of an actual 
blockade. Upon like reasoning we protest against the extension of the 
doctrine of continuous voyage asserted by the British Gi>vernment, 
which, we are advised, goes further than any doctrine of continuous 
voyage ever asserted by our Gonrnment or maintained by our courts. 
And in thls connection we call attentio.a to an instructive and inter­
esting article in 29 Harvard Law Review, pages 19G and following 
(Dec., 1915). 

We also protest against any arbitrary declaration that foodstuffs 
shoul<l be deemed absolut~ contraband of war. In this connection we 
would call particular attention to the effect of such elrorts upon one 
of California's main industries, the fruit industry, which has suffered 
and is suffering seriously from the interference by belligerents with 
the marketing of those products and is and has been entailing enormous 
financial loss to the producers of tbis State. · 

While we do not think It would be becoming for us to suggest a 
method by which th&se protests could be made effective by: the adminis­
tration If they be deemed proper as in the delicate position in which 
the United States of America find themselves placed by tWs great war 
it would appear to be ' the part of patriotism to allow our problems 
to be solved by our constituted authorities. we neverlethess desire it 
to be known that we would · approve any action by the adminlstra tion 
which sought to make its protests along the lines suggested effe.cth·e 
by even prohibh1ng the exportation of arms or munitions of war on 
the part of all persons in the United States, or the further subscribing 
to war loans of the belligerents by any person in the United States. 

Very respectfully, 
SAN FRANCISCO CHAllBER OF CO!\UIERCE, 
S. B. MCNEJAR, Vice President. 

1\Ir. PLATT. 1\Ir. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to ex· 
tend my remarks iu the RECORD. 
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The OHAIRMAN~ The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
PLATT] asks unanimous consent to extend his remarks in the 
REOOBD. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. STEENERSON. Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gentleman 

from Michigan {Mr. SMITH]. 
Mr. TAGGART. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman wait for 

just .a moment? 
Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Certainly. 
Mr. MOON. Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gentleman from 

lransaR . 
Mr. TAGGART. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to 

insert my remarks in the REconD on the occasion of the birthday 
of Abraham Lincoln, and referring to some of the men who 
serv-ed under him. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Jrunsas I:Mr. TAG­
GART] asks unanimous consent to extend his remarks in the 
REcoRD touching Abraham Lincoln. Is there -objection? 

There was no objecti-on. 
Mr . .STEENERSON. M£. Chairman, .I yield five minutes to 

the gentleman from 1\!i-chigan. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Michigan {Mr. 

SMITH] is recognized for five minutes. 
l'r:fr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Chairman, I would like also to 

have the privilege of extending my remarks and making some 
observations on the natal day of President Lincoln. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Michigan asks unan­
imous consent to extend his remarks in the RECORD on the sub­
ject of Lincoln's birthday Is ·there -objection? 

There was no objection. 
l't1r. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of 

the House, I have listened with much interest this afternoon 
to the explanation that has been made of the Post Office ap­
propriation bill, now under consideration, and I have been 
very much gratified to learn the acknowledgment made by the 
chairman, Mr. MooN, that the changes hP.retofore made of the 
rural routes were not proper; and that the committee has re­
ported an extra increase in the appropriation beyond that which 
was asked for by the Post Office Department of $4.500,000 for 
the purpose of again readjusting this highly appreciated ·service 
and correcting the mistakes made. The report shows that there 
are 43 800 rural routes in the United States; that a total 
.approprlation of $316.364,879 for the Postal Service for the 
fiscal year 1917 is asked for, as against $313,3~667 for the last 
appropriation; that the sum asked by the department .to carry 
-on the rural service is $48,500,000, but that the committee has 
ask-ed that this amount be increased to $53,000,000. I hope the 
amount asked for by the committee will be allowed and the 
extra amount will permit the rural routes to be again restored 
to those deprived o:f them. 

I have received a great many complaints, but it would do no 
O'ood fo,r me to go into a history of them. In fact, I could not 
fn the very brief time allotted to me. But I will say that when 
the changes were made they were made up without the knowl­
ed <Ye of anyone that the a.·outes were to be changed. No one was 
co~ulted and, as one speaker said a few minutes ago, " made by 
some clerk here in Washington and from chart_s here." The char­
acter of the road has much to do with the mail -carrier and 
changes when made should consi-der the highways as well. But 
with the assurance from the chairman of the committee that 
they are to be readjusted, I tr-ust that all those who ha-ve had 
this service for a number of years, with the mail carried to 
their doors, will be put back upon their .routes and .hav-e the 
-same service which they have heretofore had; because I con­
sider that where the mail h~ been delivered for a number of 
years, in some cases as high as 15 to 30 years, a mail box becomes 
as much an attachment and as much an appurtenance to a place 
as if it were a building, and it certainly is a great convenience. 

I ·have also listened with a great deal of interest this afternoon 
to the discussion upon preparedness and national defense, and 
while I have been listening I hav-e thought of the .communica­
tions which I am receiving every day. Nearly every one o:f the 
speakers presents a different idea and a different theory. I 
hope the time will never come, but if it .does and our soldiers 
are ca]led to the colors to defend our country, that they will not 
have to nght in the trenches with crowbars, as it is reported the 
Russians did at Pryzemel. I hope that on.e rank will never have 
to stand behind another, waiting until the foremost man falls 
in order to be furnished with a rifle with which to defend bis 
country and that we will have more ammunition than will last 
our Ar~y and Navy two hours in action. [Applause.] I do 
not think, Mr. Chairman, that all of preparedness consists in a 
large standing army and a great number of men. I believe 
that if the history of the European war has taught anything, it 
has taught the fact that they can enroll men a great deal 

more quickly than they .can equip them. ·For that reason it 
seems to me that .some -of the gentlemen who are talking of 
and looking only to a large Army and a large number of men 
ought to see to it that we have ample equipment for them. 
We are the inventors of the aeroplane. Is it possible that we 
have 'Only 20 that are fit for service to-day? We are the in­
ventors of the submarine. .Is it possible that we had only l 
out of 29 that could dive in the naval evolutions at Norfolk 
last year? I believe in reasonable prepru.·ation and equipment 
for the Army and Navy; then when danger comes we will have 
something to do with. [Applause.] 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

But, Mr. Chairman, it was my pm·pose in arising to speak 
briefly. of our beloved martyred President, Abraham Lincoln, 
compatriot of Washington; the one the father and the other 
the savior of his country. The spirit of the present times 
brings their memory strongly in the lig'ht of to-day. Illustrious 
in arms, both unfaltering patriots and peerless statesmen, but, 
o•er and above all, they were true Americans. Each piloted 
his country through a storm which lasted through dreary yeur.s 
and left us a heritage for which they pledged their lives ; and 
to-day we are brought to a realization, as never before, of the 
legacy and inheritance bequeathed to us and to our children. 
Each was at once the right one to guide the destiny of the 
Nation. Each left the structure of our liberty and the founda­
tions of -our institutions more secure and more firmly -esta'b­
lished. Being 7 years of age when the bugle sounded for the 
conflict, it was not my privilege to have ever seen the supreme 
Lincoln, but the esteem and love in which th-e brave boys who 
fought the great battles of that momentous war hold him leave 
no shadow on his greatness. They hold his every act in greatest 
reverence and admiration and cherish it as a priceless boon to 
have been in his presence. His acts were ·au founded on high 
principles of religion and statesmanship, and yet he loved most 
of all to be styled one of the plain peopl-e. He was most forgiv­
ing, gentle, and tender-hearted. He builded his future greatness 
upon the great truth uttered centuries before, that ''-' a house 
divided among itself can not stand." He started in life in 
the frontier. He was captain of a company in the Black Hawk 
War in 1832, at the age of 23, and began a military career. He 
was postmaster of his home town of Salem. He served for f om· 
terms as member of the State legislature; be served one term 
as a Member of Congress, from 1837 to 1839 ; and during all 
these yeru.·s, it is stated, he devoted himself assiduously t o :the 
study of books of learning. He was most fruniliar with the 
Bible, and his afterlife showed him to be well educated. He 
was proud of being termed one of the :common people. In one 
of his speeches in Ohio, in 1859, it is recorded of him that he 
stated, " I am most happy that the plain people "understand 
and appreciate this." Time does not permit me to even allude 
to many of his wise sayings, but allow me to quote these 
few: 

A private soldier has as much right to justice as a major ·general­
And they sang, "We are coming, Father Abraham, 300,000 

strong." 
I believe this Government can not endure permanently half slave and 

half free. 
I do not expect "th(' house to fall. but I do expect it will cease to be 

d1v1ded. It wm become all one thing or all the other. 
What constitutes the bulwark of our liberty and independence? It 

is not our frowning battlements, our blustering seacoasts, our Army 
and our Navy; these are not our reliance against tyranny. Our re­
llance is the love of liberty which God has planted in us. 

He fought to save the Union. He lived to see the war ended, 
but passed away just as the sun's rays were shedding their 
golden hues over a united country-a Union saved. And wlth 
the ages will his life and memory be a light to guide our des­
tiny. He was born February 12, 1809, and died a martyr AJ)rll 
15, 1865, mourned by the world. 

" His tongue is mute; his heart may _pulse no more ; 
Yet milD so good and loved do never dle; 

But while the tide 'Shall tJow upon the shore 
Of time to come. a presence to the eye 

Of nations shall he be, and evermore 
Shall freemen treasure in historic page 
This martyr-hero of earth•s noblest page.,. 

{Applause.] 
Mr. MOON. Does the gentleman desire to go on? 
Mr. MANN. Oh, it is Saturday night. 
Mr. MOON. Very well; I move that the committee do now 

rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose; and tbe Speaker having- re­

sumed the chair, Mr. RAmEY, Ohairman ,of the Committee of 
.the Whole House on the .state of th~ Union, reported that that 
committee had had under .consi~ation the Post Office appro­
priation bill, H. R. 10484, and had come to no resolution thereon. 
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LEA YE OF ABSE~CE. 

By unanimou. consent, leaYe of ab ence was granted to l\lr. 
KE.lllXS for 10 days, on account of busine. s of the House. 

SE~ATE BILL BEFEIU'.ED. 

Under clause 2 of Itule XXIV, Senate bill of t1le following 
title was taken from the Speaker's table and referrep to its 
appropriate committee, as indica ted below: 

S. 3391. An act to amend an act entitled "An act for the relief 
of Indians occupying railroad lands in .A.i·izona, New 1\Ie::tico, or 
California," UV11roYec1 1\Iarch 4, 1913; to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 
EXP.OLLED .JOE'\'1' RESOLUTIOXS AND BILLS PRESENTED TO TilE Pr.ESI­

DE~T FOR HIS APPROVAL. 

l\lr. LAZARO, ft·om the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
tllat this day they had presented to the President of the United 
States, for hi appro>al, the follO\Ying joint resolutions and 
bills: 

H. J. Res. 95. Joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
the Nary to receive for instruction at the United States Naval 
Aca<lemy at Annapolis l\lr. Carlos Hevia y Reyes GaviHi.n, a 
citizen of Cuba; 

H. J. Res. 98. Joint rc ·olution making vart of the appropria­
tion "Consh·uction n.nd machinery, increase of the Navy," in 
the naval act avproved l\larch 3, 1915, available for the exten· 
. ion of buil<ling ,,·ays :mel equipment at the navy yards at New 
York and l\lare Island, . Cal.; 

H. R. 8233. An act granting the consent of Cong<~·ess to the 
Republic Iron & Steel Co. to construct a bridge aero s the Ma­
honing Itiver in the State of Ohio; and 

H. It. 9224. An act pro\iding for an increase in number of 
midshipmen at the United States Naval Academy. 

ADJOURNME~T. 

l\lr. l\IOON. l\Ir. Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjom·n. 

The motion was agreed to; accordingly (at 5 o'clock and 3 
minutes p.m.) the Hou e adjourned untill\Ionday, February 14, 
191G, at 12 o'clock noon. 

REPORTS OF COillliTTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS .AKD . 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and rc. olutions were sev­
erally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referrc<l to the several calendars therein named, as follows : 

l\Ii·. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce, to which \Yas referred the bill (H. R. 10139) 
to authorize the city of Fail·mont to construct and operate a 
brid~e across the 1\Ionongahela River at or near the city of 
Fairmont, in the State of 'Ve ·t Virginia, reported the same with­
out amendment, accomvanied by a report (No. 175), which said 
bill and report ..IYere referred to the Hou e Calendar. 

1\fr . .ADMISON, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
CJmmerce, to 'iYhich was referred the bill (H. R. 9225) granting 
the consent of Congre s to Georgia Lumber Co. to construct a 
bridge aero s Flint RiYer, Ga., between Dooly and Sumter 
Counties, reported the same without amendment, accompanied 
by a report (No. 17G), which said bill and. report 'iYCre referred 
to the House Calendar. 

He also, from the same committee, to which was referred the 
bill {H. R. 9923) granting the consent of Congress to the 
county of l\fitcllcll or to the county of Baker, both of the State 
of Georgia, acting jointly or separately, and their succes ors 
and a~signs, to coru truct a bridge across the Flint River, re­
porteti the same without amendment, accompanied by a report 
(Ko. 177), which said bill and. report 'iYere referred to the 
House Calendar. 

l\fr. DEWALT, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, to · which was referred the bill {H. R. 10032) to 
authorize the con ·truction of a bridge across the Ohio River 
from a point on its banks, in the city of Pittsburgh, Pa., at or 
nem· the locality known as Woods nun, to a point on the oppo­
site .·hore of said river within the borough of McKees Rocks, 
Pa. reported the same with amend.ment, accompanied. by a report 
(No.178), whicll said bill and repot·t were referred to the House 
Calendar. · 

Mr. DECKEH, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill (H. R. 6923) to 
authorize the construction, maintenance, and operation of a 
bridge across Little River at a point where the line between 
to\Yllships 12 and 13 north, range 8 east; crosses said river, 
re11orted the ~arne with amendment, accompanied by a report 
(No. 179), which saiu bill an<l report were referred to the House 
Caleullar. 

l\Ir. ESCH, from the Committee on Inter tate and Foreign 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill (H. R. 102-38) grant­
ing the consent of Congress to Interstate Bridge Co. to con­
struct a bridge across l\Iississippi River, reported the arne with 
amendment, accompanied by a revort (No. 180), \Yhich said bill 
and report were referred to the Hou ·e Calendar. 

l\Ir. HUGHES, from the Committee on Education, to which 
was referred the bill (H. It. 11250) to provide for the promo- ­
tion of vocational education; to pro-vide for cooperation with 
the States in the promotion of such education in agriculture, the 
tr.ades, industrie , and home economics; to provide for coopera­
tion with the Stntes in the preparation of teacher of >ocational 
subjects; and to authorize the nppropriation of money and to 
regulate its expenditure, reported the same without amend~ 
ment, accompanied. by a report (No. 181), which said bill and 
report 'i\ere referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
tlle tate of the Union. 

1\lr. KENT from the Committee on the Public Lands, to 
which was referre<l the bill (H. R. 177) authorizing the Secre­
tary of the Interior to accept the relinquishment of the State 
of Wyoming to certain lands heretofore certified to said State, 
and the State of Wyoming to select other land.s in lieu of the 
lands thus relinquished, reported the same without amendment, 
accompanied by a report (No. 182), which said bill and report 
were referred to the Committee of the Wllole House on the 
state of the Union . 

l\Ir. CARAWAY, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
\Yhich was referred. the bill (H. R. 6456) relating to appeals antl 
writs of. error and cost thereof, reported the arne without · 
amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 183), wllich said bill 
and report were referred to the House Calendar. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PHIVATE BILLS .lliD 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, 
1\lr. HOUSTON, from the Committee on War Claim , to which 

'vas referred the bill (H. R. 8057) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Napoleon B. Giddings, reported the same \Yith­
out amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 184), which said 
bill and report \Yere referred to· the Private Calendar. 

CITANGE OF REFERENCE. 
Under clause 2 of Rule LTII, committees were dischn.rged 

from the consideration of the follo'iYing bill , which were re-
fen·ed as follow. : · 

A. bill (H. It. G943) granting an increase of pension to William 
F. Pike; Committee on Invalid Pensions discharged, anu referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

A. bill (H. R 6660) granting an increase of pension to Clu·is 
Schneider; Committee on Invalid Pensions discharged, and re­
ferr·ed to the Committee on Pensions. 

A bill (H. R. 9399) grantil)g a pension to Elisha J. Catlett; 
Committee on Invalid Pensions discharged, and. referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

A bill (H. R.. 8885) granting an increase of pen ion to Colling­
wood Boulter ; Committee on Pen ·ions discharged, and referred 
to the Committee on Invali<l Pensions. 

A. bill (H. n. 1007) granting a pension .to Fred.\.. Heimberger; 
Committee on In>alid Pen ions discharged, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

PUBLIC BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, AND l\IE}lORI.ALS. 
Under clause 3 of Itule XXII, bills, resolutions, anu memorials 

'iYCre introduced and severally referred as follows: 
By 1\lr. MONDELL (by request) :' A bill (H. R. 11408) adding 

certain lands to the Teton Nntional Forest, Wyo.; to the Com­
mittee on the Public Lands. 

By l\lr. BORL.Al~D: A bill (H. R. 11409) to provide for the 
purchase of four sites for munition factories in tlle interior of 
the.counh·y; to the Committee on l\lilitary Affairs. 

By l\fr. MONDELL·: A bill (H. R. 11410) to adYance funds 
for the construction of the Star Yalley and Jackson Hole Road 
within the Teton Kational Forest, in the State of -n:yoming; to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

By 1\ir. STEPHENS of Nebraska: A bill (H. R. 11411) to 
proYide for the payment of drninage asses. rnent on Indian 
lands in Nebraska; to the Committee on Indian Affaii·s. 

By l\Ir. ROWLAND: A bill (H. R. 11412) to provich~·for a site 
and public building at Philip burg, Pa.: to tlle Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By l\Ir. Sl\1ITH of New York: A bill (H. n. 11413) to repeal 
n-n act authorizing the construction of a bridge oYer ~ia~:wa 
Riyer; to tlle Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 
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By 1\fr. CARAWAY: A bill (H. R.11414) authorizing a sur­
. vey of Cache River from its mouth to Algoa, in Jackson County, 

Ark.; to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 
By 1\fr. SEAUS: ·A bill (H. R. 11415) providing for a site and 

public building for a post office at Fort Pierce, St. Lucie 
County, Fla.; to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds. 

By ?\lr. DUPRE: A bill (H. R. 11416) to repeal an act ap­
proved March 2, 1895, entitled "An act to amend section 3 of 
an act entitled 'An act to regulate the liens of judgments and 
decrees of the courts of the United States,' approved August 1, 
1888,"; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By l\lr. RANDALL (by request) : A bill (H. R. 11417) to 
clothe all forms of money issued by and under the authority of 
Congress with power, by law, to pay debts, both public and 
private, and to strengthen the public credit; to the Committee 
on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 11418) providing that post-office laborers 
shall be placed in the classified civil service; to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. GANDY: A bill (H. R. 11419) providing for the de­
positing of tribal or trust f-unds of Indians, and for other pur­
pose ; to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By .Mr. CARY : A bill (H. R. 11420) to improve the birthplace 
of Gen. George Washington ; to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN of Texas: A bill (H. R. 11421) pro­
viding for the erection of a public building at Taylor, Tex.; 
·to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 11422) providing for the erection of a 
public building at Georgetown, in the State of Texas; to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. BARNHART (by request) : A bill (H. R. 11423) to 
amend section 8 of an act entitled "An act for preventing the 
manufacture, sale, or transportation of adulterated or mis­
branded or poisonous or deleterious foods, drugs, medicines, and 
liquors, and for regulating traffic therein, and for other pur­
poses," approved June 30, 1906; to the Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce. · · 

Also (by request), a bill (H. R. 11424) for the relie.f of cer­
tain legislative employees of the Government; to the Commit­
tee on Reform in the Civil Service. 

By Mr . .CARY: A bill (H. R. 11425) to amend section 675 of 
the Code of Law for the District of Columbia; to the Commit­
tee on the District ot Columbia. 

By 1\fr. SHERWOOD: A bill (H. R. 11426) to provide for a 
site and public building at Port Clinton, Ohio; to the Commit­
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. HAY: Resolution (H. Res. 138) providing for the 
indexing of certain hearings had before the Committee on Mili­
tary Affairs ; to the Committee on Accounts. 

By Mr. SMITH of New York: Joint resolution (H. J. Res. 
150) requesting the President to issue a proclamation for the 
observance of February 29 as Prosperity Day ; to the Committee 
on the Judicia ry. 

PRIVATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clnuse 1 of Rule XXII, private bills and resolutions 
were introduced and severally referred as follows: 

By 1\fr .. BOOHER: A bill (H. R. U427) granting an increase 
of pension to William A. Rappelye; to the Committee on Pensions. 

By 1\Ir. BROWN of West Virginia: A bill (H. R. 11428) 
granting an increase of pension to Helen B. Harrison; to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions .. 

By .Mr. CANTRILL: A bill (H. R. 11429) granting an in­
crease of pension to Mrs. Lucien Young; to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

.Also, a bill (H. R. 11430) granting an increase of pension to 
Elizabeth Black; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CARY: A bill (H. R. 11431) granting a pension to 
Edward J. Gleason; to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. COPLEY: A bill (H. R. 11432) granting an increase 
of pension to Alonzo Ackerman ; to the ·Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By 1\fr. CHOSSElR: A bill (H. R. 11433) granting an in­
crease of pen ion to A. H. Bash; to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensiol18. 

By 1\fr. CULLOP: A bill (H. R. 11434) granting an increase 
of pension to Emry Harrison; to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. DENT: A bill (H. R. 11435) for the relief of the 
heirs of H. Wilkins and R. B. Owens; to the Committee on 
Claims. 

By' .Mr. FOCHT: A bill (H. R. 11436) granting a pension to 
Sarah E. Hood; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HADLEY: A bill (H. R. 11437) granting a pension to 
W. W. Batterton; to the Committee on ,Invalid Pensions . 

By Mr. HOLLAND: A bill (H. R. 11438) for the r elief of 
George W. Wood, late a commander in the United States NavY; 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 11439) for the relief of George T. Easton; 
to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. HUDDLESTON: A bill (H. R. 11440) granting an 
increase of pension to Alice V. Barber; to the Committee Oil 
Invalid Pensions. · 

By Mr. HULBERT: A bill (H. R.l1441) granting an increase 
of pension to Joseph D. Donellen ; to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 11442) to award a medal of honor to Joseph 
D. Donellen; to the Committee on :Military Affairs. 

By Mr. JACOWAY: A bill (H. R. 11443) for the relief of 
James A. Frey; to the Committee on 'Var Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 11444) for the relief of e tate of George 
Byerly, deceased; to the Committee on War Claims. 

By 1\fr. JONES: A bill (H. R. 11445) for the relief of the estate 
of C. R. Mason ; to the Committee on Claims. 

By 1\fr. KAHN: A bill (H. R. 11446) grantilig an increase of 
pension to Maria L. Dougherty ; to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. KENT: A bill (H. Rv 11447) granting a pension to 
Semantha Williams ; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McARTHUR: A bill (H. R. 11448) granting an in­
crease.of pension to Harry L. Wilson; to the Committee on Pen­
sions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 11449) granting an increase of pension to 
Emmet D. Cosper ; to the Committee on Pension . 

By Mr. COOPER of West Virginia (for Mr. Moss of West 
Virginia) : A bill (H. R. 11450) granting an increase of pension 
to Sarah E. Pratt; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MURRAY: A bill (H. R. 11451) granting a pension to 
Wiley A. Cadenhead; to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. OLDFIELD: A bill (H. R. 11452) granting an increase 
of pension to Joseph L. Hall; to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 11453) granting a pension to Leslie G. Phll­
lips; to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. OVERMYER: A bill (H. R. 11454) for the relief of 
Marcus Billstine; to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 11455) granting a pension to George M. 
Federkiel ; to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 11456) granting an increase of pension to 
l\fichael Moore ; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Al o, a bill (H. R. 11457) granting an increase of pension 
to John Ginther; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. -

Also, a bill (H. R. 11458) granting a pension to Lovina Bliss ; 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. RUSSELL of Missouri: A bill (H. R. 11459) granting 
an increase of pension to Nathaniel Gott; to the Committee 01i. 
Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. sHERWOOD: A bill (H. R. 11460) granting an in­
crease of pension to Peter H. Baker ; to the Cbmmittee on In­
valid Pensions. 

By Mr. SIMS: A bill (H. R. 11461) granting a pension to 
David W. Graves; to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. STEELE of Iowa: A bill (H. R. 11462) granting an 
increase of pension to John W. Adair; to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 11463) granting an increase of pension to 
Benjamin F. Lowerre; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SULLOW AY: A bill (H. R. 11464) granting an in­
crease of pension to John Miller ;.. to the Committee on Invalld 
Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 11465) granting an increase of pension to 
Mary D. Perkins; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 11466) granting an increase of pension to 
Laura A. Baker ; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 11467) granting an increase of pension to 
Elsie IDll; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 11468) granting an increase of pension to 
Albert Young; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WHEELER: A bill (H. R. 11469) granting an increase 
of pension to Sargeant B. Crawford; to the Committee on In­
valid Pensions. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 
Under clause 1 of Rule :xxn, petitions and papers were laid 

on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows : 
By the SPEAKER (by request): Petition of Camp 770, Unite(! 

Confederate Veterans,. urging passage of House bill 478; to the 
Committee on Pensions. 
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Also (by request), memorial of St. Louis Branch of the Na­

tional Security League for preparedness; to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Also (by request), petition of citizens of New Florence, Mo., 
for national prohibition; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By 1\lr. ADAMSON: Petition of citizens of Senoia, Ga., fm· na­
tional constitutional prohibition amendment; to the Committee 
on the Judidary. · 

By 1\lr. ASHBROOK: Petitions of Rev. 1\L B. Mead and 26 
others, of Roscoe ; also Rev. Theodore 1\1. Hofmeister and others, 
of Coshocton; also Rev. A. 1\Ielville Thompson, of Reform Pres­
bytf'rian Church of Utica; also Rev. A. A. Rolo and 34 others, of 
Shiloh, all in the State of Ohio, in fa\or of House joint resolu­
tions 84 and 85; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By 1\lr. BRUMBAUGH: Papers to accompany House bill 
10595, for relief of Frank Watzek; to the Committee on Pen­
sions. 

Also, papers to accompany House bill 11271, for relief of 
Thomas Outcalt; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, papers to accompany House bill 11272, for relief of Wil­
liam H. Zombro ; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BUnKE: Petition of Badger Tanning Co., of Sheboy­
gan, Wis., for House bill 702, the dyestuffs bill ; to the Commit­
tee on Ways and Means. 

Interstate Commerce Commission ; to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

By :Mr. FESS: Petitions of 17 citizens of New Jasper Township, 
Greene County ; 25 citizens of Wilmington; 23 citizens of Spring­
field ; the members of the First Baptist Church of Washington 
Court House; the Men's Bible Class of Carlisle; the Sunday 
School of the Calvary Lutheran Church, of Springfield; Metho­
dist Episcopal Church of New Jasper; Trinity Methodist Epis­
copal Church, of Xenia; 17 citizens of Green Township, Clinton 
County ; the official board of the 1\Ieth<>dist Episcopal Church of 
New Vienna; congregation of the 1\fethodist Episcopal Church 
of Osborn; 300 members of the congregation of the Second United 
Presbyterian Church of Xenia ; members of the New Antioch 
Church of Christ, of Clinton County ; membeTs of the Christian 
EndeaYor of the United Presbyterian Church of Clifton; 23 citi­
zens of New Vlenna; the Chester Church, of Wilmington, ali in 
the State of Ohio, for the passage of the Webb-Smith national 
prohibition resolution (H. J. Res. 84 and H. J. Res. 85), propos· 
ing an amendment to the Con titution of the United States pro­
hibiting the beyerage traffic in intoxicating liquors; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. · 

By Mr. FLYNN: Memorial of Short Line Railroad· Associa­
tion of New York, protesting against section 17 of tlie Post 
Office appropriation bill; to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. Also, petition of 25 citizens of Palmyra, Jefferson County, 

Wis., asking for the passage of a national constitutional prohibi- Also, memorial of Railway Business Association in annual 
tion amendment; to the Committee on the Judiciary. meeting assembled at New York; to the Committee on Inter-

Also, communication of Branch 9, Local Union No. 89, United state and Foreign Commerce. 
Brewery Workmen, of Lomira, Dodge County, Wis., protesting Also, petition of H. S. Kendall, of Flushing, N. Y., in favor 
against the passage of a constitutional amendment for nation- of House bill 9814; to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
wide prohibition; to the Committee on the Judiciary. Also, memorial of National Woman's Christian Temperance 

Also, communication from Local Union No. 332 of United Union, favoring bill for relief of the contributors to the Ellen 
Brewery Workmen, ot Watertown, Wis., protesting against the M. Stone ransom fund; to the Committee on Claims. 
passage of a constitutional amendment providing for national By Mr. FOCHT: Papers to accompany House bill 9272, for 
prohibition; to the Committee on the Judiciary. relief of Levi R. Miller ; to· the Committee on Invalid Pen-

Also. petition of Wisconsin ChaiJ.· Co., of Port Washington, sions. 
Wis., and Barth Bros.' Manufacturing Co., of Port Washington, By Mr. FOSS: :Memorial of five State normal schools of 
Wis., for passage of House bill 70~, the dyestuffs bill; to the Illinois, favoring House bill 547, the Smith-Hughes bill, for 
Committee on Ways and Means. national aid to vocational education; to the Committee on Edu· 

By Mr. COOPER of Ohio: Petition for a Christian nmend- cation. 
ment to the Constitution of the United States; to the Collllllittee Also, petition ot sundry voters of Chicago, Ill., for national 
on the Judiciary. prohibition; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petitions of the Baptist Men's Class of Conneaut, Ohio, By 1\I.r. FOSTER: Petition of Mount Vernon Public Library, 
and sund1·y cttizens of Hubbard, Ohio, for national prohibition; against House bill 4715; to the Committee on Interstate and 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. · Foreign Commerce. 

By 1\Ir. DALE of New York: Petition of Retail Liquor Dealers' By Mr. GRAY of Indiana: Petition by sundry dtizens of 
As ·ociation, against p1·ohibition in the District of Columbia; to the sixth congressional district of Indiana, favoring a tax on 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. persons, firms, and corporations doing an interstate mail-order 

A1so, memorial of the International Union of the United . business; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Brewery Workmen of America, and Local Union No. 345, of By Mr. GRIEST: Memorial of Synod of Pennsylvania of 
Brooklyn, N. Y., numbering 650 members, against national pro- the Presbyterian Church, for preparedness for defense but not 
hibition; to the Committee on the Judiciary. for aggression; to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Al o, memorial of Short Line Railroad Association, of New Also, memorial of Thomas H. Burrowes Council, No. 784, 
York, protesting against section 17 of the Post Office appro- Fraternal Patriotic Americans, Lancaster, Pa., favoring immi· 
priation bill; to the Committee on the Post Office and Po.st gration bill H. R. 10384 and preparedness; to the Committee 
Roads. on Immigration and Naturalization. 

Also, petition of Penn Mutual Life Insurance Co., of Philadel- By Mr. HAl\liLTON of New York: Petition of sundry citizens 
pllia, in favor of House bill 9320; to the Committee on the Judi- of Wellsville, N. Y., favoring Federal consorship of picture 
ciary. films ; to the Committee on Education. 

Also, petition of Julius Wile, Sons & Co., of Ne...~ York, pro- Also, petition of sundry citizens of Ellington, N. Y., for na-
testing against prohibition in the District of Columbia; to the tional prohibition; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Committee on the District of Columbia. By 1\fr. HA.l\.lLIN: Papers to accompany House bill 7106, for 

Also, memorial of Local Union No. 69, Inte;·national Union relief ofT. P. Gold; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
af United Brewery Workmen of America, of Brookiyn, N. Y., Also, papers to accompany House bill 4273, for relief of James 
numbering 590 members, against national prohibition; to the M. Lineback; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Committee on the Judiciary. By Mr. ~:IILL: Petition of Charles H. Kempfer Co., and the 

Also, petition of Local Union No. 24, International Union of Westport Paper Co.; the Adair Co., of Chicago, Ill.; the Ameri· 
the United Brewery Workmen of America, numbering 750 mem- can Hardware Corporation, New Britain, Conn.; W. C. Shn.ir· 
bers, against national prohibition; to the Committee on the Judi- wall & Co., Cambridge, 1\1ass.; W. H. T. Hunter Co., of Boston, 
ciars. 1\Ias . ; and R. Guin & Sons Co., of Sidney, Ohi{), favoring House 

By 1\-fr. EMERSON: Petition of Detroit Avenue l\Iethodist bill 70~. the dyestuffs bill; to the Committee on 'Vays and 
Episcopal Sunday School, of Lakewood, Ohio, for national pro- Means. 
hibition; to the Committee on the Judiciary. Also (by request), protest of D.P. Palmed{), Bridgeport, Conn., 

By Mr. ESCH: Protest of Local Union No. 81, United Brewery and G. B. Fayette, against sundry House joint resolutions ; to 
'Vorkmen, of La Crosse, Wis., against national prohibition; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
the Committee on the Judiciary. Also, memorial of 1\linistei"S' A soeiation of Danbury, Conn., 

Al ·o, memorial of Milwaukee Association of Credit 1\Ien, of with referen,ce to noncontributory retirement bill for Govern· 
1\Illw.aukee, \Vis., in fayor of l"E:'pealing the national bankruptcy ment employees; to the Committee on Labor. 
law; to the Committee on the Judiciary. By Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH: Petition of Rev. John Todd and 

Also~ petition of La Cros e Knitting Works, of La Cros e, Wis., Presbyterian Church of Homeworth, Columbiana, Ollio, for na· 
in favor of House bill 702, the dyestuffs bill; to the Committee tional prohibition; to th~ Committee on the Judiciary. 
on \Vays and Means. Also, petition of Flushing Grange, No. 1934, Patrons of Bus-

Also, memorial of New Orlenns Associ.ation of Commerce, I bandry of Ohio, against war preparedness; to the Committee on 
favoring submitting the question of railway mail pay to the Military Affairs. 
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Also, petitions of Rev. Harry H. Stewart and 68 citizens of 
Amsterdam ; members of Community Church and Sunday School, 
Steubenville; Rev. E. S. Bowers and 51 legal voters of Brilliant, 
all in the State of Ohio, for national prohibition ; to the Com­
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of Chamber of Commerce of Steubenyille, Ohio, 
in favor of such measures of preparedness as may be approved 
by Army and na"Val officials ; to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

By Mr. KEJ.~NEDY of Rho<le I sland-: l\lemorial of the Society 
of Colonial 'Vnr, of Rhode Island, fa\oring preparedness; to the 
Committee on Military Affa irs. 

Also, memorial of Local Union 166, Brewery 'Vorkers, of 
Providence, R. I. , again t national prohibition; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Also, memorial of Rhode I sland Pharmaceutical Association, 
of Providence, R. I., fayorin~ passage of the SteYens-Ayres 
price-maintenance bill; to the Committee on Interstate an<l For­
eign Commerce. 

Al o, memorial of RaiJ~·ay l\la il Association of Rhocle Island, 
favoring passage of Hou e bill 6915, 6457, '1655, and '1656; to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By 1\ir. LOXDON.: P etition of United 1\Iine Worker of 
America, Local 87, 1\Iulberry Kans., for enactment of a law 
compelling advocates of militarism to serYe in the first ranks 
in case of war; to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, memorial of Central Labor Union, Fremont, Nebr., and 
Nebraska State Federation of Labor, opposing military pre­
paredness ; to the Committee on l\lilitary Affairs. 

Also memorial of United l\fine Workers .of America, Local No. 
2330, Mulberry, Kans., for the enactment of a law compelling 
advocates of militarism to serve in the first lines of the Army 
in case of war; to the Committee on l\lilitary Affairs. 

Also, memorial of Queen City Lodge, No. 363, Internationa~ 
Association of Machinists, Springfield, Mo., opposing prepared­
ne s and favoring plebiscite upon war with publicity of diplo­
matic negotiations; to the Committee on l\lilitary Affairs. 

AI o, memorial of citizens of Kingston, Fla., opposed to mili­
tary preparedness ; to the Committee pn Military Affairs. 

Also, memorial of Socialist Party of Buffalo, N. Y., opposing 
any appropriations " that may be used for the purpose of de­
·troying humanity"; to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, memorial of Big Falls (l\finn.) Local, Socialist Party, 
opposing preparedness and demanding GoYernment monopoly of 
manufacture of munitions of \\Ur; to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Also, petition of citizens of Prescott, Mich., opposing military 
rireparedness and demanding a plebiscite on war ; to the Com­
mittee on l\lilitary Affairs. 

Also, petition of citizens of Michigan, opposing military pre­
paredne sand demanding confiscation of bank deposits, factories, 
etc., by the Government in t11e event of war; to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Also, memorial of Antiprepareclness League of DenYer, Colo., 
opposing military preparedness; to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

_<\J.so, petition of citizens of City I sland, N. Y., opposing mili­
tary preparedness ; to the Committee on l\lilitary Affairs. 

Also, memorial of 24 citizens of West Vi.rgini.a, opposing fur­
ther appropriations for military purposes; to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Also, memorial of Socialist Party of Allen County, Ind., op­
posing increased appropriations for the Army and Nm-y; to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, memorial of Aurora (l\fo.) Local, Socialist Party, asking 
that the exrl'Ortation of munitions of war be prohibited; to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

.Also, memorial of :q,eligious Society of Friends, of Pennsyl­
vania, New Jersey, Delaware, and parts of Maryland, opposing 
increased appropriatioos for the Army and Navy ; to the Com­
mittee on Military .Affairs. 

Also, memorial of Socialist Party of King County, Wash., 
urging that the United States offer its services as mediator 
between the belligerent nation.-; of Europe in order that peace 
mny be brought about; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By l\lr. I.. .. ONGWORTH: Petitions of Walnut Hills Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Asbury Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
9 voters of Cincinnati, Ohio, for national prohibition; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of citizens in mass meeting at Norwood, Ohio, 
January 18, 191G, asking Congress and · the Government of 
the United States to use its influence to the end that under 
the 'treaty of peace which shall conclude the European war the 
Jcvdsh race may be freed from oppression in all lands; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. MAGEE: Petition of Cortland Specialty Co., of Cort· 
land, N. Y., in re dyestuff protection; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. MANN: Petition of Alston Lucas Paint Co., Chicago, 
Ill., favoring House bill 702; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By l\Ir. l\fOORE .of Pennsylvania: Petition of H. Swoboda & 
Son (Inc.), of Philadelphia, Pa., in favor of House bill 70~. the 
dyestuffs bill; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

.Also, petition of Presbyterian Ministerial Association of Phila­
delphia, Pa., for national prohibition; to the Committee on the 
.Judiciary. . 

.Also, memorial of Philadelphia and Kew Jersey Conferences 
of the l\Iethodist Episcopal Church, in favor of the Webb-Smith 
bill; to the Committee on tl:ie Judiciary. 

By 1\fr. MORIN (by request) : Memorials of Central Bnn<l of 
Pittsburgh, Pa., and the German-American Alli:mce, protesting 
against prohibition in the District of Columbia ; to the Commit­
tee on the District of Columbia. 

.Also (by request), petitions of S. l\I. James, oLPittsburgh, 
Pa., and Synod of Pennsylvania, in favor of preparedness for 
defense; to the Committee on l\lilitury .Affairs. 

Also (by request), memorial . of New Orleans. Association of 
Commerce, in fayor of submitting the question of railway mnil 
pay to the Interstate Commerce Commission; to the Committee 
on the Po t Office and Post Roads. 

.Also (by request), petition of Sherne Bros. & Wilson Co .. of 
Philadelphia, Pa., protesting against repeal of the mixed-flour 
law; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

.Also (by request~, petition of Peter H. Jacobs, R. P. C., in­
dorsing House bill 6915 ; to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Also (by request), petition of Hurry Irwin Miller, favoring 
passage of House bill 651; to the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce. 

Also (by request), memorial of William 1\f. Lloyd Co., of 
Philadelphia, fa\oring the Small pilotage bill ; to the Committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

.Also (by request), petition of American Association for Labor 
Legislation, favoring compensation bill (H. R. 476) ; to the Com­
mittee on the Judiciary. 

.Also (by request), petition of Gorman & Co., in favor of ap­
propriation for GoYernment works in Alaska; to the Committee 
on Appropriations. 

Also (by request), petitions of Garinus A. Gill Co., F. C. 
Schoenthaln, Packard Motor Co., all of Pittsburgh; citizens of 
Wisconsin; Bamberger, Krause & Co., of Pittsburgh, and Pitts­
burgh Stopper Co., of PittsbuTgh, all in the State of Penn yl­
vania, protesting against national prohibition; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Also (by request), memorial of National Society for the Pro­
motion of Industrial Education, favoring the Smith-Hughes bill 
for Federal stimulation to Yocational education; to the Commit­
tee on Education. 

By Mr. NORTH: Petition of Central Presbyterian Church of 
Jefferson, Pa., and 41 citizens of Jefferson County, Pa., for na­
tional prohibition; to tl1e Committee on the Judiciary. 

~<Uso, petition of William Irvin Co., of Big Run, Pa., for House 
bill 702, the clyestuffs bill; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of 55 citizens of Falls Creek, Pa., and 30 citizens 
of Summerville, Pa., for national prohibition; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. OAKEY: Petition of Frank R. Davison, of East 
Haddam, Conn., .for Federal censorship of films ; to tl1e Com­
mittee on Education. 

Also, petition of William Bros. Manufacturing Co., of Glaston­
bury, Conn., favoring House bill 702, the dyestuffs bill ; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means . 

By Mr. OVERMYER: Petition of the German-American Alli­
ance of Tiffin, Ohio, protesting against prohibition in the District 
of Columbia; to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, petition of T. W. Day and 104 other citizens, of Tiffin, 
Ohio, protesting against national prohibition; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of Sons and Daughters of Liberty, Seneca Coun­
cil, No. 29, of Tiffin, Ohio, for House bill :W384; to the Committee 
on Immigration and Naturalization. 

By Mr. PRATT: Petition of Hornell Council of Women's 
Clubs, Mrs. F. \V. Sherwood, corresponding secretary, Hornell, 
N. Y., favoring the passage of the Smith-Hughes bill for the 
national censorship of moying pictures; to the Committee on 
Education. 

By l\lr. SMITH of Idaho : Papers to accompany House bill 
7 409, for relief o·f Alexander l\Iorrison ; to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 
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.A.l ·o, papers to accompany Hou e bill 902"5, for relie-f of 
Richard Harris; to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. STINESS: Petition of Davisville (R. I.) Woolen Co., 
faT"oring House bill 702, the dyestuffs bill ; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of Providence Branch Railway Mail Associa­
tion, favoring sundry bills in the interest of Postal Service em­
ployees; to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, memorial ot Rhode Island Pharmaceutical Association, 
favoring the so-called Stevens- standard-price bill; to the Com­
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

Also, petition of Society of Colonial Wars in the State of 
Rhode Island, for preparedness ; to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Also, petition of Hope Connell, Junior Order United ~e1:ican 
Mechanics, of Westerly, R. I.~ favoring the Burnett rmrmgra­
tlon bill; to the Committee on Immig1·ation and Naturaliza,. 
tion. 

Also, petition of Beacon Oyster Co., of Westerly, R. I., favor­
ing appropriation for scientific inquiries into the propagation 
of oysters; to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Al o, petition of C. Rhodes, of Providence, R. I., favoring 
Hou e bill 15, giving indefinite leave of ab ence to superannu­
ated employees of the Postal Service ; to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. TEMPLE: Petition of R. E. Porter, Robert Hamill, 
and 600 others, of Mount Jackson, Pa., for nntipolygamy amend­
ment to the Constitution of the United States; to the Committee 
on ' the Judiciary. 

By Mr. TIMBERLAKE: Petition of United Brethren Church, 
W. B. Gillis, moderator; W. F. Burlingame, clerk, of Fort Col­
lins, Colo., for national prohibition; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

SENATE. 
MoNDAY, FebTUary 14, 1916. 

The Chaplain, Rev. Forrest J. Prettyman D. D., offered the 
following prayer : 

Almighty God, we come to Thee day by day because we desire 
to live out our lives in the spirit of prayer. We recognize the 
higher power. We recognize the Great Spirit above us from 
which our life has come. We seek no higher good than the 
good that Thou dost give, for Thou art the author and giver 
of every good and perfect gift. Our ideals are inspired in us 
by Thy spirit, and the highest benefit that we can have in life 
is the bene.flt of Thy grace upon our hearts. Look upon us to­
day in the love and tenderness of a father, and guide lis in the 
discharge of the duties of the day. For Christ's sake. Amen. 

The Journal of the proceedings of Saturday last were read 
and approved. 

WASIDNGTON'S FAREWELL ADDRESS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. In accordance with an order of the 
Senate heretofore adopted, the Chair designates the Sen.ator 
from Maine [1\fr. JoHNSON] to read Washington's Farewell 
Address on the 22d day of February. 

ENROLLED BILL AND JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by J. C. 
South, its Chief Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the House 
had signed the following enrolled bill and joint resolution, and 
they were thereupon signed by the Vice President : 

H. R. 9213. An act to . authorize the Gary Land Co. to con­
struct a bridge across the Grand Calumet River in the State of 
Indiana ; and 

H. J. Res.146. Joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
War to loan, i sue, or use quartermaster's and medical supplies 
for the relief of destitute persons in the districts overflowed by 
the Uississippi River and its tributaries. 

PETI'l'IONS AND MEMORIALS 

The VICE PRESIDF....NT presented a memorial of the 
Farme:rs' Educational and Cooperative Union of America, re­
monstrating against the abolishment of the omee of· Comp­
troller of the Curreney, whieh was referred to the Committee on 
Bunking and Currency. 

He also presented a petition adopted at a union conference 
of the Young People's Societies of Christian Endeavor of Wash­
ington, D. C., praying for prohibition in the District of Columbia, 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Farmers' Educational and 
Cooperative Union of America. praying for the publication and 
distribution of the report of the Commission on Industrial Rela­
tions, which was referred to the Committee on Printirrg. 

He also presented a petition adopted at a union conference 
of the Yonng People's Societies of Christian Endeavor of Wash­
ington, D. C., praying for Federal censor hip of motion pictures, 
which was referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

He also presented a memorial of the Eagles Club of Washing­
ton, D. C., remonstrating against prohibition in the District of 
Columbia, which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented resolutions of the New Jersey State Society, 
of Washington, -D. C., pledging support to the P1·esident of thP. 
United States in his effort to safeguard the country by prepared­
ness, which were referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. GRONNA. I present a memorial signed very numerously 
b-y citizens of my home town, Lakota, N. Dak., protesting 
against any increase. in the Army and Navy. I ask that the 
memorial be printed in the RECoRD, together with the name 
of the first signer, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
1\filitary Affairs. 

There being no objection, the memorial was referred to the 
Committee on 1\Iilitary Affairs and ordered to be printed in the 
RECoRD, as follows : 

LAKOTA, N. DAK. 
To the Hon. A. J. GRONNA, 

United Statu Senate, Washington, D. a.: 
We the undersigned citizens or Nelson County, N. Dak., do oppose any 

increase in the appropriations or expenditures for the Army and Navy 
of the United States and respectfully petition that you will usc all 
energy within your power in Q'Pposition thereto. 

FnANK PIERcm 
(And many others). 

Mr. GRONNA. I have a letter here addressed to myself . 
from an old soldier in my State, which I ask may be read and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

There being no objection, the letter was read and referred 
to tne Committee on Military Airairs, as follows: 

DEVILS LAKJt, N . D.AK., Feb1·uary 5, 1916. 
Hon. A. J. GRONNA, 

Washington, D. a. 
DEAR SENATOR: A few years ago the Congress of the United States 

financed the undertaking of having a reunion of the surviving Union 
and C~>nfederate s~>ldiers of the Civil War at the histoo-ic battlefield or 
Gettysburg~ Slnce that time thousands of those old men have passed 
trom the scene of action and have passed on to the great beyond. That 
was their last reunion on this earth. I know that you lent your influ­
ence and your vote to promote that meeting and I am sure you do not 
regret having done so. 

There are a few of us left yet, and we are desirous, especially those 
who were engaged in the s1ege, of having a similar meeting at Vicks­
burg financed by Congress- a.s before. 

I hope therefore that the present Congress will recognize the prece­
dent made for the Gettvsb'\}rg reunion and that you will exercise your 
great influence in bcllall of the Vicksburg gathering. 

Believing that I know what your answer will be, I beg leave to thank 
you in advance for your help and consideration. 

Yours, truly, D. G. DUELL. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I have received a telegram from 

Adrian, Mich., containing resolutions adopted at a meeting of 
citizens of that city, which I ask may be inserted in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the telegram was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and ordered to be printed in the 
REcoRD, as follows : 

ADRIAN, MICH., FebruarJI U, 1916. , 
The COMMITTEJ!I ON MlLITARY AlrFAIRS, 

The Senate, Washington., D. a.: 
At a meeting of 30 manufactm·er&, bankers, and professional men 

held at the public library in the city of Adrian, Mich., February 11, 
1916, the :following resolutions were unanimously adopted and the under- · 
signed committee authorized to transmit them to the Senators and Rep­
resentatives in Congress from Michlgan: 
"Whereas it is the sense of this meeting that the question of the 

national defense is not only the paramount issue at this tlme. but 
overwhelmingly transcends any and all other issues and polleles : 
Therefore 

uRe olved That we approve the plan of national defense as recom­
mended by the administration, including the- plan of a continental army, 
and tha.t we deem it imperatively necessary that Congress support It 
as the only concrete· plan definitely proposed or available for action. 

" Resolved, That if any change be made in said plan,. such change 
should be in the directl.on of making it stronger, more efilcient, and 
m~>re quickly available. and by no means in a contrary direction. 

u Resolved . That the National Guard ought tO' be improved~ relieved 
from strike duties, and more completely federalized, but that under no 
circumstances should it be made to take the place of the propose-d con­
tinental army. 

"Resolved, That we regard the existing situation as distinctly in the 
nature of an emergency and that we deprecate any unnecessary delay 
in dealing with it on lines of utmost efficiency and the broadest pa­
triotism. 

a Resolved,. That pa:rticularly do· we regard as indispensably necessary 
a great and immediate increase in the Navy, and to that end we urge 
the completion with all possible dispatch of an vessels now under con­
struction or authorized, and that such new increases as may be' autho-r­
ized should be carried out as quickly as possible and not spread over a 
series of yean;." ' 

W. H. BURNHAM, 
JOHN C. HOWELL, 
JOHN S. · BONNIIR, 

Committee. 
1\!r. LODGE. I send to the desk resolutions adopted by citi­

zens of Hampshire County, 1\Iass., at a mass meeting held at 
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