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I-IOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
. . 

SuNDAY, February 7, 1915. 
-The House met at 12 o'clock -noon, and was called to order 

by Mr. FITZGERALD as Speaker pro tempore. 
The Chaplain, Rev. Henry N. Couden, D. D., offered the 

following prayer: 
Father in heaven, we thank Thee for the gift of life, its won

derful opportunities and far-reaching purposes, the earnest of 
that personal immortality which Thou hast woven into the 
warp and woof of our being, which through faith, hope, love, 
lifts us in our better moments up even to the throne of Thy 
divinity, and fills our hearts with longing, hopes, and aspira
tions; forces, though unseen, which are ever moving us 
on to the betterment of conditions in our homes, in society, 
in governments, in religion. 

We are here on this sacred day to memorialize the life and 
character of two Members of this great body who, though dead, 
still live in our hearts and in the works they· wrought as serv
ants of the people. Make us strong to emulate, wise to .pursue, 
earnest, faithful, that we may achieve and leave the impress of 
our personality behind us and be worthy of the gifts Thou hast 
bestowed upon us. May we look forward with those to whom 
the departed were near and dear in the unbroken continuity of 
life which shall bring us to them in the realms of larger light, 
life, and purity; through Him who taught us the way, and the 
truth, and the life. Amen. 

THE JOURNAL. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will read the Journal 

of the proceedings of yesterday. 
Mr. CALDER. Mr. Speaker, I move that the reading of the 

Journal be dispensed with. 
The motion was agreed to. 

THE LATE REPRESENTATIVES PAYNE AND MERRITT. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will read the order 

of the day. 
The Clerk read as follows : 
On motion 'of Mr. CALDER, by unanimous consent, 
Ordered, That Sunday, February 7, 1915, be set apart for services 

upon the lives, characters, and · public services of Hon. SERENO E. 
PAYNE and Bon. EDWIN A. MERRITT, late Representatives from the 
State of New York. 

Mr. CALDER. Mr. Speaker, I offer the following resolution. 
The SPEAKEI_t. The gentleman from New·York offers a reso

lution, which the Clerk will report. 
The Clerk read as follows : 

House resolution 725. 
Resolved, That the business of the' House be now suspended, that an 

opportunity may be given for tributes to the memory of the Hon. 
SERENO E. PAYNE, late a member of the House of Representatives from 
the State of New York, and to the memory of the Bon. EDWIN A. MER
RI'17J Jr., late a member of the House of Representatives from the State 
of New York. 

Resol-r;ed, That as a further mark of respect to the memory of the 
deceased, and in recognition of their eminent abilities as distinguished 
public servants, the HousE', at the conclusion of these memorial proceed
inga, shall stand adjourned. 

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions to the Senate 
Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed to send a copy of these resolu: 

tions to the families of the deceased. 
The resolution was agreed to. 

. Mr. CALDER. 1\Ir. Speaker, SERENo ELISHA PAYNE, our fel
low :Member, and a distinguished statesman, was, on December 
10, 1914, to our great loss and bereavement, suddenly called from 
his sphere of usefulness in the House of Representatives of the· 
United States, where for more than a third of a century he· had 
served his State and his country with great distinction and 
honor. 

He was born at Hamilton, N . . Y., June 2, 1843, was grad
uated · from the University of Rochester in 1864, was ad
mitted to the bar in 1866, was city clerk of Auburn, N. Y., 
1868-1871, was supervisor of Auburn, 1871-72, was district 
attorney of Cayuga County, 1873-1879, was president of the 
board of education at Auburn 1879-1882, and was elected a 
Member of the House of Representatives to the Forty-eighth 
CoD;gress, where he served GOntinuously with the exception of 
the Fiftieth Congress to the time of his death. He had been 
recently elected to the Sixty-fourth Congress. 

He was appointed a member of the Ways and Means Com
mittee of the House December 10, 1889, in the Fifty-first Con
gress and served as chairman of that great committee from 
January 20, 1899, to 1913. By a strange coincidence he was a· 
member of the committee for exactly a quarter of a century. 
During his service in Congress he assisted ·iii -the preparation 
of five great tari~ measures. He was an ardent believer in· 
the Republican doctline of protection. By many his views on 
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the tariff question were nof correctiy understood. He was not, 
as was popularly supposed, a high or extreme protectionist. 
He believed that the organization of great industries in this 
country which lessened competition between manufacturers 
made it necessary to readjust our tariff rates. On the funda- . 
mental principles of protection he never wavered, !Jut was 
ready at all times to readjust the tariff rates to meet changing 
conditions. As chairman of the Committee on Ways and l\Ieans 
of the -House he prepared the last Republican tariff measure 
which bears his name. In all of its schedules it .did not ex: . 
press his individual views, but the provisions in it for a . 
maximum and minimum tariff were framed by him and marked · 
that measure as a great advance in the tariff legislation of the 
country. To the preparation of that measure he devoted untiring · 
energy, skill, and labor. He was an acknowledged authority 
on all questions relating to the tariff and fiscal policies of the · 
United States. 

He was active in the councils of his party, twice served as 
chairman of . the Republican State convention of New York, . 
and was a delegate to the Republican national conventions of . 
1892, 1896, 1900, 1908, and 1912. 

In recognition of his ability as a statesman he was appointed 
a member of the American-British Joint High Commission in 
January, 1899. 

Thus for nearly half a century SERENO E. PAYNE was identi- · 
fied with the public life of his State and country. His career 
was marked by integrity of character, firmness of purpose, and 
adherence to principle. He commanded the respect of mem
bers of all political parties and the affection of a large circle 
of friends by a blameless, useful, and honorable life. 

It was my privilege 10 years ago to be elected to Congress 
from a district in the State of New York, and on entering upon 
my duties here I felt it was incumbent upon me to pay my 
respects to Mr. PAYNE, who was the dean of the delegation. 
In· all of these years I found him not only a party associate, 
but a warm personal friend, willing at any time to help guide 
the younger men in their efforts to secure consideration for 
legislation in. which they were interested. In all these years 
I came to know him intimately. · 

His good wife, with whom he had lived for over 40 years, was 
called to the better world two years ago, and her death seemed 
to leave a void in his life. While he continued his activities 
in the House those who knew him well observed in him a 
marked change. 

When I entered the House of ReprQ.Sentatives in the Fifty
ninth Congress Mr. PAYNE had as his associates from the 
State of New York in the House such distinguished men as the 
late Vice President Sherman, Alexander, Wadsworth, Littauer," 
Dwight, Fassett, Driscoll, Parsons, Bemiet, Olcott, Vreeland, 
GoULDEN, Cockran, FITZGERALD, Cocks, Andrus, Ketcham, Brad
ley, Draper and Law-all men of high character and large influ
ence in · the determining of the important ·legislation of that 
day. All but Representative FITzGERALD and myself ha-,e left 
the service here and some have passed to the great beyond. 
Of the Republicans from New York State who served in that 
Congress I am the only one left, and so I am accorded the 
privilege to speak of 1\Ir. PAYNE's leadership of these great 
men. I was honored by the Speaker when selected as one of 
the committee to accompany Mr. PAYNE's remains to his old . 
home in Auburn, a beautiful city in the great agricultural sec
tion of central New York. Mr. PAYNE was known there to 
every man, woman, and child. He was truthfully the first citi
zen of the city. It was a bleak December day; the streets were 
covered with snow, and over the whole city there hung the 
dull gray veil of sorrow, which only the death of a man well 
beloved and widely known will make itself felt. 

The church of which he was a member and officer was 
thronged with his saddened friends, and the splendid eulogies 
of the two distinguished clergymen who officiated at his funeral 
service portrayed faithfully the life work and the noble char
acter of the deceased. 

I recall distinctly the rendering by the Rev. Dr. Cyril ot" 
Tennyson's beautiful _poem, Crossing the Bar: 

Sunset and evening star, . 
And one clear call for me ! 

And may there be no moaning of the bar, 
~hen I put out to sea, . 

_ But such a tide as moving. seems asleep, 
Too full for sound or foam, · 

When that which drew ·from out the boundless deep 
Turns again home. . . 

Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that the dark ! 

And mar there be no sadness of farewell, 
When I embark ; · 
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For tho' from out our bourne of Time and Place 
The flood may bear me far, 

I hope to see my filot face to face 
When I have crost the· bar. 

Th-ough the flood did bear him far upon the boundless deep of 
life and . strife, llis devotion to the Ch1·istian Church and his 
years of service to his fellow men and to his country will bear 
him safely over the bar to face the great Pilot who so gently 
bade hjm sleep at the close of his working day. 

1\fr. Speaker, . I am pleased to read the following letters 
from two of Mr. PAYNE's former associates in the House of 
Representa-tives. 

F1·om former Representativ~ McCall, of Massachusetts: 
I served with Hon. SERE.-o E. PAY~'"E for 20 years in the .House of 

Repre entatives. For 14 years of that time I was with him upon the 
Ways and Means Committee. I understand that he had a longer period 
of ervice upon that committee and was also for a longer time its chair
man than any other man in our history. In my opinion Mr. PAYNE bas 
never been surpassed by any of his countrymen in his broad and at the 
same time exact knowledge of all matters relating to tariff taxation. 
His mind was a great storehouse of facts, which upon occasion be 
would state in lucid order and in a way that woqld give the strongest 
possible support to the principles of tn.xation in which he believed He 
was resolutely high minded and firm and never easily swerved.· One 
could not know him weU without deeply respecting his ruggedness of 
character and his ability and accompUshments. He was one of the 
notable figures in the history of the House and wns itlentitied in a 
responsible way with much of the most important legislation of more 
than a quarter of n century. 

Sincerely, yours, 
S. W. McCALL. 

From former Representative Bennet of New York: 
How rapidly utter all the personnel of Congress change . When 

Mr. PAYNE passed' uway the other day the last representative of the 
old red-carnation group, which was so powerful when you and I came 
to Congress 10 years ago, disappeared from this Congt·ess. Mr. PAYNE 
was an American good to have known; a product of a · time when 
partizanship was more intense throughout the corrntry; an active 
lCflder in the · struggle for th~ supremacy of our party for nearly a 
qun.1·ter of a century ; a believer in our party principles ; another 
o-ne in that lo:ng and honorable list of American statesmen who 
had power over millions of money ; lived modestly always and l.rt 
no grent estate. One of the triumphs of our institution is the number 
of om politically powerful men in public office who have so lived and 
died. 

If it could be planned in advance, one could wish for no more useful 
career than Mr. PAn>E's was; a man of ability, successful profession
ally, with a comfortable environment, a staunch believer in the prin
ciples of his particular party and in their advoency as .a patriotic 
duty, he was able to devote the bulk of his mature years and his 
great ability to a sturdy fight for that party and those principles. 

In both 1912 and 1914 I bad the pleasure of campaigning in Ur. 
PAY~E's District and was impressed by the affection and respect which 
the people whom he bad served so long had for their Congressman. 

1 am personally glad that at the close of this busy American lire 
there was no twilight zon~ of sickness~ or material decay of the fac
ulties, and that he was occupied.. to tne last in the business of the 
House, in which for so many years he bad been one .of Its most useful 
members. 

Yours, very truly, 
WILLIAM s. BUNET. 

Mr. CLARK of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, there is an old saying 
to the effect that it is folly to reserve kind words about a man 
until after he is dead, and that they should be uttered while 
lle still lives. I have always acted on that dictum. In some 
p1·eliminary remarks in my five hours' speech on the Payne tariff 
bill, :March 24, 1909, I made the following remarks: 

"I desire to congratulate the distinguished cllairman of the 
Ways and Means Committee [Mr. PATh'E]. I do it from the 
bottom of my heart. He has now become a great historical 
personage. 'l'he history of the United States can not be written 
now and leave out the name of SERENo E. PAYNE, of New York. 
He takes his place in the company of Henry Clay, Robert J. 
Walker, Justin S. Morrill, .William McKinley, 'Villiam L. Wilson, 
and Nelson Dingley as father of a· great tariff bill, which must 
be referred to ~s long as men discuss the tariff in the United 
States, which, judging the future by the past, will be until 
Gabriel blows his trumpet. 

"There is another thing on which I congratulate the chair
man of the Committee on Ways and 1\Ie:ms, and I do it as 
honestly as I did the other, that during the course of these 
hearings, and by his nine and one-half hours' speech, he has 
knocked ~gher than a kite the idiotic theory of Dr. Osler. 

"Be it understood that I am not complaining in any degree 
whatever because he spoke nine and a half hours; it was a 
~mperb vindication of his physical and mental strength, and 
under the circumst::mces of the case and the character of the 
speech he was making, explanatory and defensive, answering 
a good many questions from this side, and carrying on an ex
tended debate with his political confreres on that side, I do 
not see how it could have been shorter; and what is more, I 
am not dead sure but that it was the wisest thing he could 
have done from a political standpoint, because a goo"d many 
Republican gentlemen, having fired their shots, will not want 
to m~ke speeches on the bill. . 

" While I am making these preliminary statements-and. I 
do not think I am wasting time in making them-! want to 
say a word about the Committee on Ways and Means. I say 
no~ th~t no _18 men-:-because there were only 18-, Mr. Granger 
bemg s1ck With the disease which finally proved fatal to him
no. 18 men, Democrats and Republicans both, in the history of 
this country ever ilid harder, more tedious, or ·more fatiguinn
work than tile 18 members of the Ways and Means Committe: 
did in these hearings. 

''Think: of it! We began at half-past 9 in the mornin,., and 
worked until 1 o'clock, took an hour for lunch then w~rked 
u?til 7 o'clock, taking an hour for djnner, as w~ call it in the 
City and supper in the country, and worked until 11 and 12 
o'clock at night; keyed up, on edge, tussling with intellectual 
men who had facts in their possession about the tariff whicll 
they were determined not to give up, while we we ·e determinel1 
that they should stand and deliver. 

"The chairman of the Ways and Means Committee, the gen
tleman from New York [1\Ir. PAYNE] is nearly old enough to be 
my father. I have always been creilitecl with having an iron 
constitution, but I believe that he came out of the exhaustio~ 
wort.: fresher than I did, which was an absolute marvel to me. e. 

"One other thing about that committee. Ill my time I have 
done many things to earn a living, among them every species 
of farm work, clerking in a country store, teaching in all sorts 
of schools, from a log-cabin schoolhouse in Kentucky to the 
presidency of a college in West Virgirua, editing a newspaper 
and practicing law. For three days I was a sort of a speciai 
deputy sheriff in Cincinnati, guarding a defaulter. I have 
tried a multitude of cases in court, including betwixt 1 000 
and 2,000 criminal cases, ranging from murder and high~ay 
robbery to assault and battery and petty larceny; but nowhere 
at no time, under no circumstances have I ever performed any 
other labor so exhaustive of nervous eneTgy as r performed at 
tllese tariff hearings. I am not complaining. We simply did 
our duty; but I have no doubt that it shortened all our lives. 
We not only worked like galley slaves while other people were 
taking their ease, but we tried to ascertnin the truth," 

These were my honest sentiments in March, 1909. They are 
my sentiments in February, 1915. They will remain my sen
timents so long as I live. I can not improve on them now. 

There is little to add, except one incident demonstrating 
how we sometimes misjudge each other. Everybody knew that 
Mr. PAYNE wl}s a man of ability and a strong debater. Those 
of us who had opportunity to study him closely knew that he 
possessed a vast store of information, particularly pn the tariff. 
No wonder, for he was a student and partcipated in five re
visions of the tariff. In debate he was irri~able and brusque 

. to such an extent that he frequently hurt the feelings of Mem
bers who interrupted him in his speeches. I did not like the 
way iJ,1 which he sawed me off on several occasions and for a 
long time had it in my heart to catch him in the right situa
tion and assail hj.m hip and thigh. 

Finally; however, I was placed on the Committee on Ways 
and Means, of which he was chairman. Dm·ing the Christmas 
holidays succeeding I -was in New England and New York on 
a lecture tour. When I entered a parlor car in New York, 
en route to Washington, I had 1\Ir. PAYNE as a -fellow passenger. 
He came and sat <Wwn. by me and gave me a cordial welcome 
to his committee. He talked to me an the way here, and as I 
had never talked with him 10 minutes privately before that trip, I 
was amazed to discover that he was a most pleasant gentle
man, an unusually fine raconteur, and that his stock of per
sonal and interesting reminiscences seemed inexhaustible. He 
spoke most entertainingly of 'rhurlow Weed, William H. Sew
ard, Horace Gre2ly, Horatio Seymour, Gov. 1\forgan, Ros
coe Conkling, Samuel Srillivan Cox, Henry J. R-aymond, and 
other New York worthies of a past generation. Those five 
hours were not only delightful, but also instructive to me and 
added much to the sum total of my historical knowledge. That 
trip laid the foundation of a close personal friendship between 
Mr. PAYNE and myself, which grew stronger and more tender 
with the ·passing years till the day of his death. He was the 
most distinguished 1\Iember of the House to die in harne s, as 
no doubt he wished to rue, after the death of Gov. Dingley, 
his immediate· predecessor as chairman of tile great Committee 

. on Ways and 1\Ieans. The House decreed him a public funeral, 
as was eminently proper, and we mournfully parted co.m11any 
with the honored and well-belo\ecl father of the Hou e. 

1\Ir. 1\lANN. Mr. Speaker, the generou tribute which ha.s just 
been lJaid to 1\Ir. PAYNE by the distinguished and beloved 
Speaker of this Hous_e is characteri tic of the gentleman from 
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Missouri, the Speaker, and also, I am pleased to think, is char
acteristic of American politics. 

The Republicans of this House and elsewhere also deeply 
appreciate the courtesy and respect which was paid to the 
memory of Mr. PAYNE by the Democratic majority in ~is 
House in according to him a public funeral and exercises held 
in this Chamber while the House itself was in session. I think 
that had not occurred before the funeral services of Mr. 
PAYNE's predecessor as Chairman of the Ways and Means Com
mittee, Mr. Dingley. 

It is not my intention, Mr. Speaker, to dwell upon the public 
services of Mr. PAYNE. They are written in the legislative 
pages of this body, as well as in the five tariff bills which were 
enacted while he was a member of the Ways and Means Com
mittee. Three of these tariff bills were Republican _ bills, in 
which he was one of the men who framed the bill. Two of 
them were Democratic tariff bills, in which he actively par
ticipated in opposition. 

I came into this House at the special session when the Ding
ley tariff bill was passed. Coming from a great city with 
many industries affected by the tariff legislation, it became 
my duty to frequently ask questions, privately1 of the members 
of the Ways and Means Committee. I know, as everybody 
knows, that Mr. PAYNE when he was very busily engaged in 
work sometimes was rather brusque in manner, but it became 
my habit when I wanted to know anything about that bill to go 
to Mr. PAYNE. He was always courteous to me, was always 
able to give the information asked for, and I became rather 
deeply attached to him from a distance. I did n·ot enjoy his 
close personal friendship. For years I used to watch Mr. 
PAYNE and Mr. Dalzell as they would leave the House and go 
to luncheon together. They were both high up on the Ways 
and Means Committee, Mr. PAYNE for a series of years chair
man of the committee. The close friendship between the 
two was remarkable. Bolh were very active in the House 
and both very attentive to their duties in the House. They 
frequently went to luncheon together, sometimes taking some
body else with them. These, of course, are purely side lights 
upon his character. 

When I became the Republican leader in the House in the 
last Congress, knowing as I did that much of the feeling toward 
the Payne bill and also toward Mr. PAYNE throughout the coun
try was unjustified, in so far as his personal desires were con
cerned, I gave especial attention to the consulting of Mr. PAYNE, 
and very early learned that no one could have a better adviser as 
to the use of common sense than Mr. PA~E. During the last two 
summers the House remained in session during the entire sum
mer. It became the habit of Mr. PAYNE and myself and some 
others, whenever the opportunity afforded, to take a little fresh 
air on the outside and forget the cares of state by going to the 
ball game. Mr. PAYNE, strange to say, with all of his enthu
siasm for work, with his great knowledge and study relating to 
legislative matters, with his solemn tones in debate, was a lover 
of decent outdoor sports and was very fond of baseball. As we 
sat together in the front row of seats in this Chamber during 
the consideration of the Underwood tariff bill, every day while 
there was a ball game in progress in the city of Washington, 
and usually anywhere else, in the midst of strong and sometimes 
somewhat bitter partisan debate un items in the tariff bill, the 
telephone clerk on the Republican side of the House would 
quietly drop down a number of times during the debate and in
form Mr. PAYNE how the score stood. Mr. Speaker, that is what 
makes men men. That is characteristic of great men. He en
joyed the fight while the people on the outside were enjoying 
life. He liked to have other people happy, and when he was 
with them personally, in personal conversation, there was no 
man more delightful, more good tempered, more entertaining 
than was Mr. PAYNE. His name will live in the history of 
legislation, but to those who knew him best he will live in their 
memory as a sweet-tempered, wholesome, and enjoyable char
acter. 

Mr. GOULDEN. Mr. Speaker, it was my privilege to serve 
with our late associate, SERENo ELisHA PAYNE, who was un
expectedly called to his reward in December last. Coming from 
the same State and for many years a trustee of the Soldiers and 
Sailors Home, at Bath, N. Y ., near his home, and meeting many 
of his friends and constituents there, I learned much regarding 
his home life. As a friend and neighbor, he was ever true and 
helpful; as a citizen, ever loyal and patriotic. 

He faithfully served his district in Congress for 30 years, ever 
mindful, not alone of his devoted people whom he loved, but 
of the interests of those of the State and Nation. His services 
to the good people of Aubm·n ·and of Cayuga County as district 
attorney, city clerk, and pre;:;ident of the board of education, 

with that of a Member of Congress, in ali of which he showed a 
high purpose, a civic pride, and a faithful devotion to duty, 
endeared him to his home people. That is the best test of work 
well done and of high moral worth ; of his splendid services 
here, the country is familiar. No man stood higher in the 
esteem of his associates than did SERENO E. PAYNE. For 10 
years of my service here he was the able, vigilant, courteous 
majority leader. While he dealt our side hard blows fre
quently, he was alw.ays a gentleman, always kindly hearted and 
_willing to respect the rights and opinions of others. 

· Of him it will be said," None knew him but to love him." The 
day of his untimely death I sat by his side talking about old 
friends that had passed away. He seemed in his usual good 
health, cheerful and smiling. 

In praising him for the work accomplished in this House, and 
congratulating the country upon his achievements, we are forced 
to lament his taking off at a time when he could be of so much 
more value. We can mourn for him with the same feelings that 
we mourn the loss of Lincoln before he had given to his country 
all of which he was capable. -

We applaud the man and his work to-day while sadly lament
ing his loss to us. We are met to pay a last tribute of honor 
and respect to a beloved fellow worker whose character we 
admired and whose rugged honesty was inspiring. 

His death has left a void that can not be filled, and his deeds, 
his kindness, and loving, cheerful disposition will ever live in 
the minds of his friends and associates. Well may we exclaim : 

"Shall I say that what Heaven gave 
Earth has taken? 

Or that sleepers in the grave 
Reawaken? 

One sole sentence can I know, 
Can I say: 

You, my comrade, had to go, 
I to stay." 

Mr. AUSTIN. Mr. Speaker, we have met to-day to pay a will· 
ing tribute to a great leader, a worthy son of the great Empire 
State, and n wise, just, and patriotic American, the Honorable 
SERENO E. PAYNE, wh() died at his post of duty after 30 years of 
faithful and efficient service in this House. That his record was 
above criticism and reproach is attested by his unfailing success 
in 16 elections in a district made up of a sturdy, conservative, 
and highly intellectual constituency. 

His life was full of useful activities and for more than a 
quarter of a century he had a prominent part in writing many · 
of our wisest and best laws; his good deeds as a citizen and pub
lic servant were countless. No man in this House, composed ot 
a membership of 435, and coming from every State and Terri
tory, and our islands in the distant seas, has a record which 
excels that of our departed friend and colleague. He was a 
prominent figure in the Republican national conventions which 
nominated three of om· greatest Presidents, McKinley, Roosevelt, 
and Taft, and an active and influential leader in framing and 
passing the many useful, progressive, and pah·iotic laws during 
their administrations. As a Member of this House he played a 
conspicuous part in the preparation and enactment of the three 
great tmiff laws which bore the names of ~IcKinley, Dingley, 
and Payne. If you will impartially study the history of our 
country during the life of these great measures, you will pro
claim the most marvelous commercial growth and development 
of our country-not one section of it, but North, South, East, and 
West, every State, Territory, city, village, farm, and home. 
Prosperity and happiness was in evidence on every hand and 
in every nook and corner of the Republic. The wonderful strides 
in every line of industry, of every human endeavor, the match
less progress of this great Republic in foreign and domestic 
trade, in population, wealth, greatness, and glory; in all things 
that go to make us a great and envied people, fell to our happy, 
lot during the period covered by the administrations of Presi
dents McKinley, Roosevelt, and Taft, and under the operation 
of tariff legislation in which Mr. PAYNE had an important part 
in creating. The men he aided in nominating and electing to 
the Presidency, and the laws he materially assisted in making, 
gave to the American Republic its happy, golden epoch, and 
showered upon its people countless blessings. .More opportuni
ties, more contentment, more progress, more prosperity, and 
more happiness crowded into this petiod of our country's history 
than can be named to the credit of any tariff legislation in the 
entire history of our country. 

What a debt we owe as a people; what a debt due from our 
Nation to the grand old man whose memory we honor on this 
occasion. No words, no tongue, can truly tell the lasting obli
gation we owe to our late colleague. He led a life filled with 
usefulness, not alone to hjs faithful and devoted constituents, 
but to the country at large. 
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.Mr. Spealrer, the great Empire Sta.te has furnished a long line 
of .able, useful, and distinguished men to the American Republic, 
in peace and in war • .and the impartial historian in giving their 
names and recounting their great, useful, and patriotic deeds 
will place high on the list the name and fame of SERENO E. 
P A.Y?-."TE. He was faithfulness_ itself in his attendance as a Mem
be.r of this House; in his committee and departmental work; in 
caring for his correspondence, for the interests of his immediate 
constituents; nothing of an official nature, gteat or small, 
escaped p.is attention. There was never a more worthy, zealous, 
industrious, hard-working member. He left a faithful and 
illustrious record which .should infiuen..ce and inspire all of us. 
It would be to our credit and the b.enefit of those we r_epre
sent if we would, in the discharge of our duties, follow the 
splendid example be left behind. 

I saw much of Mr. PAYNE during the past six years in this 
House, and for a portion of the time we lived under the same 
roof. · We almost daily, during the past two years, occupied 
adjoining seats in the front row on the Republican side of the 
Chamber. 1\fy admiration, interest, and fondness for him was 
ever increasing, and his sudden death was a painful shock and 
great loss to me. He was a lri:nd, genial, whole-souled, cempan
ionable man, and though a leading ·St..<ttesman and great ieader 
he was plain and unassuming. 

A an admiring friend, as a representative from a Southern 
district which for 00 consecutive y-ears has -sent a protectionist 
to this body, I offer my simple but ·sincere tribute of respect, 
admiration, and esteem for our .able, worthy colleague, for 
New York's honored son, for the Nation's invincible champion, 
and defender of the American protective system, who I rejoice 
to know lived to see his great life work-the P.ayne tariff law
approved and vindicated in the hearts and thoughts of the 
American people. 

Mr. HAMILTO~ ,of 1\Iichigan. Mr. Speaker, the night of 
December 10, 1914, SERENO E. PAY ""E was found dead in his 
room with the open Bible beside him. "The gentleman's ti~e 
had expired.'' 

The personality, which for 71 years had borne and honored 
the mune of SENERo E. P A'YNE, had gone into the region where 
we dimly suppose character is the only means of identification. 

"Tariff questions, of which he was one of the mo.st profound 
and practical students of his time, no longer concerned him. 
... Life's candle had burned out."' 
H~ had carried with him on his journey down to VIe very in

stant of transition the only guide ·vouch afed humanity on 
earth. 

All the honors which the years b.ad brought to him and all 
the malice of political misrepresentation were as nothing to 
him as he sat there quietly .in the austerity of deat~ with dead 
eyes looking into the mystery of. eternity ju t revealed to .him. 

A little later his body lay in state in the Hall of the ·House 
of Representatives, with a jungle of flowers ·around it, where 
the temporary occupants of places of dignity had gathered to 
do him hon<>l", but to PAYNE these things were as nothing. 

Here he had gained his greatest triumphs, here h'9 b.ad un
dergone his discipl.iile, here he had .gained his reputation, and 
here "his body iay in state for a little time on its journey to the 
grave. 

He was a lawyer and had gained eminence in bis -profession. 
He was a -statesman and had been honored time and again 

by the party with which he was 3;Ssociated. 
He first came to Congress in 1883 and served ·continuously, 

except during the Fiftieth Congress, until his 11.-eath. 
He was cha.irman of the Committee on Merchant Marine -and 

Fisheries from 1895 to 1899, and in that :position rendered 
valuable service; but his chief work in Congress was in con
nection with the tariff. 

He went upon the Ways and Means Committee in 189{), served 
there until his death, and was its chairman from 1899 until 
1910, when the House became Democratic. 

His was the l(}ngest chairmanship of the Ways and :Means 
Commlttee in the history -of the country, and his tbe longest 
member hip of that -committ-ee. 

He helped to frame the 'McKinley law of 1890. 
As a minority membet· of the Ways and Means Committee 

he opposed the Wilson law of 1894. 
He was senior member of the Ways and Means Committee 

when the Dingley law of 1897 was enacted. 
He was chaiJ.·man of the committee which framed th'9 Payne

Aldrich law of 1909 and ranking minority member of the com
mittee which reported the law of 1913. 

1Ie helped to frame the war-revenue act of 1898, and as 
chau·man of the Committee on Ways and Means helped to ·frame 
the Porto Rican tariff law of 1900, the Philippine tariff law of 

1902, its revision 1n 1908, and the Cuban reciprocity 1a w of 
1903. 

"At all times a man who will do faithfully needs to belieTe 
firmly." MI:. Payne had <Jonvictions. 

His services ran through an era of change the magnitude .of 
which was not pe1·cei~ed by those who were a part of it. He 
lived in an age in which the aec.umulated .science of the past 
was constantly applied to impro-red means of production, manu
facture, transportation, and exchange. 

In the _performance of his duties he helped to give shape to 
national policies in an ,era of geographical and trade expansjon, 
in whieh men -combined their capltaJ to produce at central point 
commodities to supply increasing areas of trade created by in
creasing facilities of transpo·rtati.on aud communication. This 
movement was not confined to America, but extended through
out the commercial world. 

The era of his legislative serv-ices was a part of a world-wide 
adjustment to the rapidly increasing use of steam, .supplemented 
by electricity, the rapidly increasing use of machinery, and the 
rapidly increasing adaptation of the col'porate form of man
agement to industrial enterprises. 

In his public service he was a practical, working~ con.struc
tive personality in a tariff world. 

He "helped to put jn legi.sl.ative form the tariff policies -of a 
party, based upon its conviction that it is better for u.s to keep 
our own capital ,and labor employed than it is to· keep the 
capital and labor o.f foreign nations empl<6yed; that it is better 
for us to k.e.ep our money in use and circulation among .our
selves than to send it .abroad in ex:ehange for commodities 
which we -can .mak-e .and produee :as· well a.s foreigners; that 
it is better to maintain ttbe standard of .American citizenship 
by protection .of American 1a.bor and American industry than 
it is to lower tbe level of American citizenship by lowering the 
wages of Ameriean labor. · · -

Ife had seen the a<mntry pass. from the imple to the complex. 
In the language .of Go-ldwi.rl. S.mith. he had " seen the col

lapse of many a political waterspout and the ebb of many 11. 
political tide.'' 

There was nothing eensational about Mr. PAYNE. He never 
posed. He was incapable of posing. He ne.-ver ad-vertised. 
He had no press .agent. He did his work. 

iHe was b.ra\e. honest, rob.ust, unpretentious, truthful His 
eloquence was t:ta.e eloquence of logic and of faets ably stated . 

As Cromwell is ~reported to have said, "If the word were 
true words, they could, be left to shift for the!nse1 ves." He 
feared <God a.nd was without -any .other rear. • 

It is ..a saying of Guizot that "one must have been of gr.ea.t 
worth indeed to deserve net to be forgotten,'" and the name 
of SERENO E. PAYNE is indelibly m·i.tten into the history ()! 
our country -among the name of its practical patriots. 

Mr. -m-rnERHILL. fr. Speaker, I would feel that I had 
failed to perform a duty that I -owe to the memory of OU1' dear 
friend, SERENO ELISHA PAYNE, were I not to add a brief 
tribute to his memory. 

Resi-ding in the adjoining cangressional distrlet, and being 
whole-souled, gene1·ous, and earnest in his nature, he eould not 
fail t-o llave friends in all the counties uea.r where he liYed, and 
consequently he was invited -and >On -sereral occasions a..ecepted 
invitations to ·advocate the cause of 'his paTty in my borne 
town -years before l met him in this hall. My early recollec· 
tions of him are of the pleasant-est character. Genial in tem
perament. he was a deligh'l;fu1 man to meet, and .evidently 
enjoyed 'becoming acquainted ·with young men. 

His ·popularity with the people is indicated by the long 
suecession of honors 3n hls eareer. He received preferment 
in his home city nnd county before he came to Congress, more 
than 30 years ago, and no matter what the i sue was again t 
his party, -bls personn.1 strength and popularity were alway 
sufficient to insure his return to Congress. Here he advanced 
steadily in influence until he became the chairman of the mo t 
influential committee in the House, the great Ways and l\Ieans 
Committee, :Showing that llis merit was duly appreciated and 
that his ability -was recognized. 

While Mr. PAYNE was a partisan, he was honest in the dis
eharging of his ·duties, as was ·evident in the framing of the 
great tariff bill which bore his name. It is but fair to state 
that the bill, as written by him, was a far fairer measure 
than it was when it became law, and that the changes made in 
it were generally contrary to his wishes and against his 

' protest. 
His death has removed one· of our .ablest and mo t popular 

Members, and in his death Congress and the country "have sus
tained a severe loss. 
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It fell to my sad lot to be one of the congressional party 
that journeyed to Auburn to attend his funeral. The cere
monies were held in the Baptist Church where he had wor
shiped when at home throughout his -entire life. They were 
simple, beautiful, and impressive, and everybody who was pres
ent on that occasion must have been impressed with the belief 
that SERENo ELisHA PAYNE throughout his life had tried to 
live according to the Divine command. 

The loss of such a man is of great consequence to any coun
try. Never in the history of our country have we needed 
Christian statesmen more · than to-day, men who fear God 
and walk with him, as our former colleague did. In these 
days when men often rush madly after wealth, position, and 
power, God is too often forgotten. It can be truthfully said 
of our· departed friend for whom these memorial eulogies are 
offe1·ed that he was a Christian statesman. His departure is 
sincerely mourned as a national loss, and among those who 
associated with him and those who knew him best his memory 
will be cherished as a loyal and delightful friend, a congenial 
associate, a patriotic and devoted servant to his people, and a 
lover of his country. 

Death came to him without warning. 

He so lived that when his summons came to join 
The innumerable caravan which moves 
To that mysterious realm where each shall take 
His chamber in the silent halls of death, 
He went not, · like the quar1·y slave at night, 
Scourged to his dungeon, but sustained and soothed 
By an unfaltering trust. 

workers. · He saw those depleted properties prosper once more 
till their stocks rose again to par. He saw the Treasury of 
the Nation filled again, and confidence shed its sunshine over . 
all the land. . 

And then, with the years of plenty, he saw the old men who 
knew these things pass away and young men arise who dreamed 
of power and who beheld rainbows in the clouds. He saw his 
party torn asundeT in the effort to present to the country two 
Presidents at once, and he saw the dreamers again hold high 
place. Thus it was given to him to witness, in his own legis'" 
lative career, a complete cycle, from the industrial destruction 
wrought in 1892-93 to the indush·ial stagnation and depresston 
in 1913-14. And he was the only Member of the House of Rep
resentatives who survived the vicissitudes of those changing 
times. Of those Members who voted for the McKinley bill in 
this House in 1890, Mr. PAYNE alone remained to vote against 
the Underwood bill in 1913. 

Mr~ PAYNE's devotion to the principles of protection was the 
foremost fact of his legislative career. His knowledge of the 
details of the subject was amazing. How vast that knowledge 
was, and how untiring his industry, no one can fully realize, ex
cept those of us who had the privilege of serving with him on 
the great Committee on Ways and Means. He also knew much 
about many other subjects, but he did not talk a great deal. 
His greatest speeches were five in number-<>n the McKinley, 
Wilson, Dingley, Payne, and Underwood bills, respectively. If 
every other speech ever made in Congress on the tariff should 
be lost, those five speeches by Mr. PAYNE would enable the 
statesmen of the future to trace the tariff history of the United 

1\fr. FORDN.IDY. Mr. Speaker, we meet to-day in memory of States, and the principles laid down by him would unerringly 
a man whose life was spent in bestowing on his fellow country- point the way to individual and national prosperity. He was 
men the blessings of opportunity. He believed the greatest good not a polished orator in the rhetorical sense, but he had a 
that can be done to a healthy man is to give him a chance to remarkably direct and forcible way of stating things. He went 
earn his living and the greatest calamity that can befall him is directly to the heart of his subject, and so commanded instant 
to take from him his opportunity for daily work. With this attention. Thus, he began his speech on the Dingley bill, on 
idea ever in mind, he was able to crystallize it into laws that 1\Iarc.h 23, 1897, as follows: 
brought happiness to millions of Americans. Mr. Chairman, that we need more revenue would seem to be so 

Length of service in this House is a conspicuous honor achieved self-evident a proposition that no man who bas by accident or design 
been elected to a seat in Congress would dare deny it. If the gen

by few, and never except by deserving it. And on all the bright tleman from Missouri [Mr. De Armond], who has just taken his sl'at, 
roll of famous American representatives it is hard to find a or my colleague upon the committee from Tennessee (Mr. McMillin) 
name that shines with greater luster than that of SERENo E. would take pains some evening to consult the proprietor of the corne1· 
PAYNE. He had w· ithin him a remarkable combination of fittin{! grocery store in the little villages in which they live, they would find 

~ that. experience had taught this man in business that even a small 
qualities that a discerning constituency were fortunate enough groceryman, running his business for four years by borrowing at the 
to recognize. The people of 1\fr. PAYNE's district in electing end of each year sufficient capital to keep his bead above water, could 
him to a generation of membership here did a service to the not forever continue in that condition of borrowing. 
country whi~h is beyond human power to calculate, for they And as I have been reading that speech. deliveroo nearly 18 
gave a great man the rare opportunity to carry to full fruition years ago, it has seemed to me, Mr. Speaker, that it must have 
the results of broad constructive statesmanship. The present been written to apply to the conditions that exist ·to-day. I 
Speaker of the House gave him nothing more than just recogni- can not forbear to read one more brief extract. Listen: 
tion when, on March 24, 1909, he said that Mr. PAYNE had For some reasons, I could never exactly understand why, the people 
become a great historical personage, and that- ~ desired and obtained a change. They said it made no d1fference about 

the House of Representatives if it did go Democratic; that the Senate 
would stand a bulwark against any tariff tinkering by the incoming 
administration. They were careless, and bitterly have they repented 
that carelessness in sackcloth and ashes since that fateful day. We 
had a Democrat in the White House; we bad a Democratic House o.t 
Representatives, and finally, on the 4th of March, 1893, it was deter
mined that we had a Democratic majority at the other end of this 
Capitol. 

"The history of the United States can not be written now and leave 
out the name of SERENO E. PAYNE, of New York. He takes his place 
in the company of Henry Clay, Robert J. Walker, Justin S. Morrill, 
William McKinley, William L. Wilson, and Nelson Dingley, as father 
of a great tariff btll1 which must be referred to as long as men discuss 
the tariff in the Umted States, which, judging the future by the past, 
will be until Gabriel blows his trumpet." 

It is not difficult to see why Mr. PAYNE achie\ed this proud 
eminence. He never for a moment forgot the one great, central, 
overwhelming fact that this country can be happy and pros
perous only by giving steady employment to its people at ample 
compensation. He knew, always, that it is folly to try to buy 
too cheaply if thereby an American is depTived of employment. 
His great mind was like a beacon light, forever warning of 
the hidden rocks that lie beneath the frothy breakers of free 
trade. He knew the disaster that always comes to a country 
when it takes bread from the mouth of labor at home by t:Tying 
to buy abroad for less than free and manly labor is entitled to 
receive. To this basic principle of protecting American man
hood in the right to earn a living he applied the resources of 
his luminous mind and wonderful memory. He served his 
tariff apprenticeship under Thomas B. Reed, William McKinley, 
and Nelson Dingley. He saw the ruin wrought by the vision
ary pilotage of William L. Wilson, when the industrial prog
ress of this coimtry suffered a head-on collision with bank
ruptcy, po-verty, and starvation. He saw the values of rail
road stocks shrink from par to 12 cents on the dollar, and 
the armies of the destitute recruited to millions of men as the 
result of bad tariff legislation. He saw the revenues of the 
Government fail and the Treasury balance shrink to a deficit 
because of the theorizing folly of those who guided the legisla
tion of this Nation. 

Then he saw that army of hunger drive from power in this 
Capitol the enemies of prosperous employment, and he saw those 
hosts of misery rbange to millions of contented, hopeful, happy 

· Confidence forsook the people. Business men began to pale before 
the prospect of that administration. Manufacturers dare not make 
their stock of goods for the succeeding market, and wage earners 
found that their employment and wages were uncertain under the 
new order of things. There was a prospect of lower duties; · there 
was a prospect that if merchants could hold off their importations 
they might get them into the country at a less rate of duty. Impor
tations ceased. Buying ceased, and under the influence of that ad
ministration, which was coming ln like a black cloud over the indus
tries of this country, they succeeded in cutting down the income under 
the McKinley bill so tbat for the year ending June 30, 1894, there 
was a deficiency of $69,000,000 in the revenue. 

Twelve years to a day after that speech was delivered, Mr. 
PAYNE completed the most remarkable oratorical effort that 
any of us has ever heard in this House, when, in a speech 
nine and one-half hours long, he explained in -detail the Payne 
tariff bill, and answered freely every question put to him by 
every Member of the House, until all had asked him what they 
pleased. It was this exhibition of mental and physical vigor 
that led Mr. Speaker CLARK to say : 

There is another thing on which I congratulate the chairman of the 
Committee on Ways and Means, and I do it as honestly as I did the 
other, that during the course of these hearings and by his nine and 
one-half hours' speech, he has knocked higher than a kite the idlotic 
theory of Dr. Osler. , 

1\lr. PAYNE was a delegate to six national Republican con· 
ventions, and in 1912 made an appeal for harmony and 
obedience to convention law which, if it had been heeded, 
would have prevented the split that elected Mr. Wilson. 

1\Ir. Speaker, time will not permit reference to the mnny 
incidents that crowd the memory of the older Members of the 

~ .. .- -
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House, which remind us of the wisdom, the kindliness, the 
ever-present sense of humor that characterized our beloved 
friend, whose greatness we are only beginning to realize. 

One of the greatest poets of antiquity boasted, truthfully, 
that he · had by his own· words put forth a monument more 
enduring than brass and higher than the Pyramids. The 
public utterances of Mr. PAYNE, preserved in our RECORD, form 
a monument to his memory, the magnificence of which will be 
recognized by our descendants when countless years have 
flown. 

1\Ir. MOTT. Mr. Speaker, there are st>ecial personal reasons 
why I should have a few words of tribute tc.. pay to the memory 
of SERENO E. PAYNE. Mr. PAYNE represented my home county 
of Oswego in the Forty-ninth Congress, and again in the Fifty
first and Fifty-second Congresses, after which a new apportion
ment was made. During that time he introduced several bills 
of local interest to my townsmen. Mr. PAYNE told my small 
son, when he met him last spring, that h~ was the fifth genera
tion of my family he had known. He had not been in my home 
city of Oswego for 25 years until Thanksgiving eve, only a few 
days before his death, when he addressed a Republican dinner 
in what proved to be his last public speech. 
· For the last year or two of his congressional career 1\Ir. PAYNE 
was known as the" father of the House," being the oldest mem
ber here in point of service. But his few Republican colleagues 
from the State of New York liked to regard him more intimately 
as the father of our delegation. We did not merely call him 
that, but we treated him as such, and he was very good to us. 
If we had troubles of any sort or difficult problems to solve, we 
took them to 1\Ir. PAYNE, who was always ready to listen and to 
give a kindly word. Relieved of the great responsibility he had 
been carrying as chairman of the Ways and Means Committee, 
he found time to enjoy things he had not had time for before. 
We had many meetings of one sort or another, and my visits 
with Mr. PAYNE will ever remain among the most precious 
memories of my stay here. 

SERENO E. PAYNE was a busy man during all his stay in 
Congress. He never spoke unless he had something to say, yet 
the records show that he made over a thousand speeches in the 
House. He began his committee service on two inconspicuous 
committees, but for the last 20 years he served on the Com
mittee on Ways and Means, and for 12 years he was its chair
man. In this position he gave his name to a great tariff bill, not 
only because he was chairman, but because he really did the 
work of writing the bill as it passed the House. When he 
talked to the House about the tariff, he did not need a note or 
a written speech. He had all the facts in his wonderful mind 
ready to use as was necessary. He was the Republican floor 
leader under three Presidents-McKinley, Roosevelt, and Taft
and did valiant service for our party in that capacity. Only 
four days before his own death he announced on the floor the 
death of our colleague, Representative Merritt, and on the 
very day he passed away he spoke briefly on the schools of 
Washington. Truly it can be said of him that he died as he 
would have wished-in the harness and serving the country 
until the very last hours. 

SERENO E. PAYNE was a keen partisan. He believed in par
ties and in party government. He believed in his own party, 
and his best thoughts were for its advancement. The great 
men of the party for years past were his intimate friends, and 
he was repeatedly honored in its councils, State and National. 
For many years the State platforms of the Republican Party 
.in New York were largely written by him, and in 1908 he was 
chairman of the committee ou resolutions at the national Re
publican convention. 

While it was as an expert on the tariff and allied questions 
thaf Mr. PAYNE was best known throughout the country, a 
study of. the bills introduced by · him shows his interest and 
activity in many other questions. He was the author of the 
·spanish-American War revenue act. Many years ago he intro
duced a bill for the Amet~ican registry of foreign-built vessels 
'owned by Americans, similar to that passed last summer. He 
was the author of a number of other bills relating to our mer
·chant marine and the local needs of his district received his 
constant attention. For many years he gave unsparingly of 
his time, not only during the sessions of Congress but in the 
recesses as well, to the tariff, and it was as a result of this 
,great labor that he was able to become, perhaps, the greatest 
authority on this question in Congress. 

SERENO E. PAYNE was a splendid example of the kind of men 
we need in American public life. He performed hiE duties 
unflinchingly. He did not care for what has come too fre
quently to be regarded as associated with our officeholders
literary bureaus, political agencies, and the many other helps-

which so many deem necessary for the obtaining of applause 
and favor from the public were unknown to him; yet his dis
trict and his colleagues in the House of Representatives con
tinued to honor and revere him for 30 years. He believed in 
organization, but he did not need help from any organization 
to hold his office. If he had personal ambitions, he was ne1er 
willing to compromise or temporize to attain them. ...:re did not 
know how to associate personal gain with the holding of pubt:c 
office. He won his fights because he led them armed with per
sonal honesty, unswerving devotion to principle, and unre
mitting adherence to what he deemed the best interests of the 
country. 

The great leaders in the House of Representatives, of all 
parties, who served with Mr. PAYNE on the Committee on Ways 
and Means and so grew to know him intimately can best testify 
as to the value of his services to the country. They had almost 
daily opportunity to see the evidences of his splendid mind and 
his thorough grasp of the many problems coming before thnt 
committee. 

Those of us from his own State and of his own party who 
have been closely associated with him in the present Congress 
bear witness as to his nobility of character, his loyalty and 
his devoted friendship, and to the kindly interest he always 
took in the junior members of his delegation. 

Although we shall miss his eloquent voice from this Hall 
and although his sympathetic heart will never beat again, his 
memory will remain with us for years to come and SERENO· E. 
PAYNE will stand out as a type of the great men who haYe 
occupied seats in the House of Representatives and have played 
the most important part in its deliberations. He was not only 
honored and trusted to an unusual degree, but he was well 
beloved by all those who knew him. He had the dignity which 
goes with a lofty character, he had the sympathy which goes 
with an understanding mind and a feeling heart. He had that 
abiding faith in the future of his country which goes with 
lofty patrioti~m. He kept the faith. 

:Mr. PARKER of New York. Mr. Speaker, on the lOth of 
last .December there came to a close the long and useful life of 
SERENO E. PAYNE. It had been a life in which much had been 
accomplished both for his generation and for; his country, and 
it is most fitting that we, his companions and friends, should 
pause for a moment and pay tribute to his most illustrious 
memory. 

I think I can say without fear of contradiction that Mr. 
PAYNE represented the highest type of American manhood. 
A man of tremendous force of character and energy, com
bined with a love and capacity for hard work, he gave his life 
and his talents to his country with no expectation of reward 
except the conscientious belief that he was bettering the condi
tions under which the great American people lived. 

He was a violent partisan and a hard fighter, but recog
nized by friend and foe alike as a fair fighter. During his long
years of service he had had to do with all the great construc
tive legislation of the last generation, and on account of his 
great mental capacity and capabilities for hard work his mind 
was a veritable storehouse for accurate and intricate informa
tion on almost any legislative subject, but particularly with 
legislation that referred to economic questions; and this in
formation which he had been a lifetime acquiring was freely 
given to friend and foe alike. There are many men in this 
House on both sides of the aisle who felt that they could 
freely go to 1\Ir. PAYNE and ask and receive information which 
otherwise it would have taken long and laborious work to have 
acquired, and many times this information bas been used 
against him on the floor in the argument of a party adversary. 

I doubt if there is a man on the floor on either side of the 
aisle that did not feel that he had sustained a personal loss 
when Mr. PAYNE went to his final reward. His life and ac
complishments can well be taken as the example and guide of 
any young man who is about to enter public life, for while a 
bitter partisan, no one ever questioned his absolute hone ty of 
conviction and his own great personal honesty and integrity. 

Personally he was a kindly and fatherly gentleman; one who 
was universally beloved by his colleagues in· the New York 
State delegation, and especially so by the younger men whose 
counselor and · guide he always was. He would spend hours 
refreshing his memory to give accurate information to some of 
us younger men who lacked the experience and the knowledge 
to enable us to ascertain facts and _figures, nnd he did it all 
with a cheerfulness that won for him our highest esteem and 
affection. We shall miss his cool, dispassionate judgment, his 
wise counsel, his unerring sagacity, and his vast information. 
His life is a valuable lesson to the boys of America. It illus
trates fully that genius is the capacity for hard work. Bril-



·. 

( 

1915. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-ROUSE: 3219 
liancy often discourages patient toil, while natural genius is 
e-ver a failure without eternal vigilance and constant effort. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. Speaker, my acquaintance with SERENO E. 
PAYNE was of such comparatively short duration that I hesitate 
to sp.ea.k of him in the presence of men who have known him 
long and intimately, many o:f whom have worked with him in 
the preparation of great measures and have fought with him 
in great legislative and political battles. I had perha_ps met 
him once or twice at conventions in the State of New York, 
but can hariDy say that I knew him until this Sixty-third Con
gress met in special session in the spring of 1913. Mr. PAYNE 
was for years a friend of my father, and I naturally sought him 
for advice and counsel when I became a Member of this House, 
and during the long summer of 1913, when the House of Repre
sentatives was waiting upon the action of the Senate and few 
Members were in Washington, except members of the two or 
three committees concerned in the pending legislation, I was 
much with him and came to feel toward him a strong affection. 
From his conversation, with its reminiscences of men and of 
former legislative and political events of importance, I learned 
much that was invaluable. His mind was richly stored with 
information upon all public questions, and he was always 
kindly and patient and ready to answer the many inquiries of 
a novice like myself. 

Nothing impressed me more than Mr. PAYNE's high patriot
ism and devotion to principle. He was a man who -voted on 
every question that came before him as a Member of Congress 
in accordance with his own convictions. His example and his 
able and forceful expressions of the reasons for his convictions 
have been an invaluable tonic to the small minority of Repub
lican survivors in this Congress. To them, and especially to the 
Republicans of the New York delegation, the death of SERENO 
ID. PAYNE was an irreparable loss, and the ' loss is felt Only in 
less degree by men of other parties. 

The Sixty-third Congress is in very large degree a Congress 
Of new men, and the new men naturally became acquainted with 
~ach other a little more easily and rapidly than with the men of 
longer service. As I began to know Mr. PAYNE well I became 
particularly interested in the expressions of opinion of the 
younger men about me concerning him. There were men from 
the West, Progressives, Democrats, and even Republicans, who 
came into this Congress with the firm conviction that SERENO E. 
PAYNE was a "tool of the interests,'' an advocate of "special 
privilege," in league with the "malefactors of great wealth," 
etc., and they looked upon him with great suspicion. Mr. PAYNE 
had been grossly misrepresented in the heat of the campaign of 
1912 by publications and political orators, and it is extremely 
gratifying to know that he lived long enough to live down those 
misrepresentations .among all who had an opportunity of know
ing the man and of knowing the truth about him and about his 
work. Several of the younger Members whom I have mentioned 
told me long ago that they had completely changed their opinions 
when they came to know Mr. PAYNE. Theh· feeling of suspicion 
soon broke down, and with further acquaintance they came to 
respect, to admire, and to love the grand old man who had eil
d'9-red undeserved abuse so patiently and so uncomplainingly, pre
serving his serenity with his readiness to serve undiminished. 

A well-known Democratic Member of this House, first elected 
to the .Sixty-second Congress, told me recently that he knew 
full well that he would never have been elected to Congress if 
the Payne tariff bill had become a law as Mr. Payne and his 
colleagues prepared it and first passed it through the House of 
Representatives. No one could fairly have questioned, he said, 
the fact that the original Payne bill was a full compliance with 
the Republican platform pledges of 1908. 

The State of New York has lost a great leader in the death 
of Mr. PAYNE. I doubt if the public men of the State have 
realized the full worth of his counsel and influence. His cour
ageous advocacy of good meri. and good measures often turned 

'the scale at conventions and conferences of great importance, 
.. and his was frequently the influence which really accomplished 
things for which other men received most of the credit. He 
looked to the accomplishment, to the service he could render, 
~ot to the applause. 

, ' [Mr. FITZGERALD addressed the House. See Appendix.] 
1\Ir. GREENE of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, when l 

became a Member of this House in 1898 Mr . . PAYNE had been 
' designated as Speaker by Speaker Reed, a:nd he administered 
the oatll of office to me. Speaker Reed was not· present on that 
day, as I was then informed, because he did not wish to attach 
his name as Speaker to the bill which admitted the Hawaiian 
Islands to tbe United States. Within one hour from the time 
Mr. PAYNE administered the oath to me the yeas and nays were 

ordered, and I voted for the admission of the Hawaiian IslandS, 
and I have always considered it one of the best acts of my life. 
I was assigned by Speaker Reed to the Committee on the Mer
chant Marine and Fisheiies, of which committee Mr. PAYNE was 
then chairman. I have been a member of that committee ever 
since that time. The committee were considering a ship-subsidY. 
bill when I became a member, and I became very much inter
ested in the testimony presented in that interest In the suc
ceeding Congress a ship-subsidy bill was reported to the House . 
which passed this body subsequently, but it failed of passage in . 
the Senate because of a filibuster similar to the one that is now; 
meeting the project of a ship-purchase bill which originated 
with the President of the United States. 
' I became somewhat familiar with Mr. PAYNE on account of 
being associated with him on the committee and because we wer~1 
nearly of the same age, and both of us had been lifelong 
Republicans. We talked matters over together very freely. In · 
1880 I was sent as a delegate to the Republican convention, · 
which was one of the memorable conventions, where the contest 
was between Grant and Blaine and which finally resulted in the 
nomination and election of President Garfield. 

During the activities of that campaign there appeared in 
the opening to be some doubt as to whether the Republican"! 
Party would be successful. The result of the campaign of 1876') 
was of such a complex character that the question of deter·' 
mining the result of the election was settled by the appoint~ l 
ment of an electoral commission, and on account of the contro 
-versy resulting therefrom there .seemed to be some grave doubt 
as to whether the Republican Party would be successful in that 
campaign; but a chance remark spoken by the Democratid 
candidate in the campaign, wherein he stated that the tariff waa 
a local issue, made an entire change on the face of the situa
tion. My own city, which never has cast a majority for anYJ 
candidate except a Republican candidate, was at that time in 
a realm of doubt, but upon that expression of Gen. Hancock 
the Republicans thought if it were a local issue they would 
make it a local issue, with the result that my city gave a very, 
handsome majority for President Garfield, and the tariff issue' 
overshadowed all other questions in the general issue of the 
campaign throughout the country. Mr. Payne and myself fre· 
quently spoke of the general result of that election, and of the 
vital issue that determined it. Neither of us believed that the' 
tariff question would cease to be a controverted question be· 
tween the contending political parties until long after our days . 
on earth should be numbered. 

The only time in the life of the Republican Party since 1854 · 
that the Democratic Party has ever been able to have a plu-,} 
rality in that great manufacturing city was in the campaign 
of 1912, when the Republican Party was divided. 

I recall another time when Mr. Payne presided in this House.,

1 
In February, 1899, there was a very severe snowstorm, the 
most severe that I had ever seen, although I had lived in the, 
North all my life. There were about 50 members who came 1 

to the House that day, and I was one of that number. I ha~ J 
an experience that I never had before. I froze both ears in l 
that storm. J 

Mr. PAYNE was elected Speaker for that day, Speaker R.EED ' 
not being present. The means of conveyance for Members to • 
come to the Capitol were very limited. Some Members came 
in tip carts, but I walked, a track having· been broken by tb.e 
street railroad company, although they could not move any cars. 
I watched Mr. PAYNE's career in this body with a great deal 
of 'interest. In the matter of the Payne-Aldrich tariff act, 
as it is known, if Mr. PAYNE him~elf could have written that 
tariff bill according to his own ideas, it would have· been a:'~ 
very much broader bill even than it was when he reported it 'S 
to the House. After it passed from this House to the Senate 1 
many changes were made in that bill wh~ch caused the prin
cipal difficulties and misunderstandings which aroused severe~ 
opposition that the friends and believers in the bill could not , 
seem to overcome. But I recollect particularly that Mr . 
PAYNE stated when presenting the bill to the House that it 
would be a great revenue producer, and he said also that it 1 
would be a means of opening up our foreign trade. Every1 
word he had stated in his remarks before the House was fully11 
:verified by the r'esults of the bill that was finally enacted into 
law, for we had the greatest development of our industries and 
the largest domestic trade under that bill, and the largest , 
foreign trade, that has every been recorded in the pages of 
history. 

In the lapse of time I became chairman of the Committee on , 
the Merchant Marine and Fisheries of the House. I did not 
hold that position long, for the change in the political status 
of this House in 1910 caused me to be retired from the chair
manship; but I have still remained a member and have take~! 
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an active interest in the work of that committee, and I fre
'quently conferred with Mr. PAYNE during this session of Con
:gress in ·regard to the ship-purchase bill that was reported out. 
of the committee in September, 1914, and that still remains, 
safely reposing in the Committee. on Rules of this House await
ing, I presume, action in the Senate. · 
. I nevei· had written a minority report in opposition to any 
Jegislation in· that committee until I wrote the minority report 
upon this shipping bill providing for Government ownership, for 
the reason that the gentleman who now presides over that com
'mittee, and who was associated with me during the time that 
I was chairman of that committee, Judge ALEXANDER, of Mis
souri, had been so fair and open in all the work that he pre
sented in the committee that I deemed it unwise to make 
factious opposition to · any legislation that he thought was for 
the best interests of this House and of the country. 

l\fy association with the Members of this House has been ex
tremely pleasant. I have always been a strong believer in the 
policy of protection to American industries, of which Mr. 
PAYNE was the ablest advocate. 

I was assigned by the Speaker to the sad duty as a mem
ber of the committee to attend the funeral and to pay the last 
'tribute of respect to Mr. PAYNE at his home. When we left 
.this city it was a very bleak day. There was a hard raiii
_storm, and it was very disagreeable indeed. When we arrived 
.at his home city we found the ground covered with snow, the 
cold rather more extreme and severe than we had found it 
-here. We were received by a committee of citizens, who 
'demonstrated to us the affection and esteem they bore to Mr. 
PAYNE in that dear old city where he lived, and where he had 
received so many honors during his long and honorable career. 
: The schools on the day of his funeral were closed, as were 
also the business houses of the city, as a mark of respect to 
his great work and _ his active life among his people for so 
many years. I noticed Mr. PAYNE when he came into the 
House in December last year at the opening of this Congress 
and recognized that he seemed quite considerably changed, that 
he did not have his usual vivacious appearance, and yet when 
·he participated in debates he seemed to be full of vigor and 
was able to handle himself with great credit to himself and the 
membership of this House. 

I was very glad to hear the present Speaker of this House 
repeat what he said after Mr. PAYNE had finished his remarks in 
presenting the Payne bill to this House in 1909. It showed the 
broad spirit that the · present Speaker has, and it was a very 
creditable tribute to the able and distinguished work that Mr. 
PAYNE did in the preparation of that bill and. in the presentation 
of it to this House. I never have seen a bill of any character 
presented during my experience here that demonstrated such 
carefulness in its preparation, nor have I seen such a knowledge 
of all the material things contained in that great bill as was 
demonstrated by 1\fr. PAYNE during the nine and one-half hours 
that he occupied in Jaying out the beginning and continued to 
develop to the end of that great tariff bilL · 
· His name will go down in history as one of the great men of 
this country. His work will liYe and it will be examined and 
used in the legislation which will yet be placed on the statute 
books when time and season shall bring about a change of policy 
of administration regarding the great questions of the tariff. 
! I am glad to come here to-day to pay this tribute of respect, 
love, and veneration for this beloved man, who passed away so 
-suddenly a·nd who finished his work in this House, where his 
triumphs and successes had been the greatest. 

Mr. 1\fONDELL. Mr. Speaker, in the death of 1\Ir. PAYNE 
the House mourns the loss of one of its oldest, ablest, and best 
beloved Members; his family loses one whom they had every 
reason to love, respect, and honor; and the country one of its 
most useful, upright, and valuable citizens. 
· It was my good fortune to know l\Ir. PAYNE well during my 
entire ser\'ice in the House. He was one of those then in com
manding position in the House I found kindly and considerate 
when I entered as a new 1\fember nearly 20 years ago. 
· The acquaintance then made ripened into a regard which in
creased, · at least on my part, continuously with the passing of 
the years; for our late friend was a man who, above all things, 
wore well. The better one knew him the betfer one liked him 
·and the more one appreciated his sterling qualities. 
· SERENo E. PAYNE will be most widely and longest remem
bered as the author of the Payne tariff bill, though his work 
in connection with that legislation was but a fragment of the 
great volume of his highly important, long-continued, and val
uable senice in the House. 

Our friend suffered the fate that seems the lot of most 
sponsors for tariff legislation. He lived to see the measure 

that bore his name· criticized, misrepresented, and anathema
tized the country over; to become a veritable football of poli
tics in a time of extraordinary political upheaval and disrup
tion. While all of this· must have been very painful to him, he 
gave comparatively' little outward sign of his regret and dis· 
appointment. 

The bill was not everything that Mr. PAYNE would have had 
it, as we well know. Things might have been very different had 
it been more nearly in accord with his views. He was not, 
however, given to criticizing those whose views had differed 
from his own, in the enactment of the legislation; and at no 
time seriously doubted the fundamental soundness of the 
measure. 

This is neither the time nor the place to discuss the merits 
or demerits of legislation; but I am sure that no one, whether 
they agreed with him or not, ever begrudged our departed 
friend the satisfaction that he felt, for a considerable time prior 
to his death, in what he believed to be a practical demonstra
tion of the soundness of the bill which bore his name and of 
the unwisd.om of its repeal. 

There are many of the finest products of nature that improve 
with age. In the main they are products that were always 
good, always wholesome, and time slowly, gradually, and almost 
imperceptibly enriches, mellows, and strengthens them. It 
ple~ses me to think that this desirable development which 
nature reserves for her best and rarest products was exempli
fied in the life a:J;ld character of our friend. We always knew 
him as honorable, upright, conscientious, able, loyal, and as the 
years passed there came to him, it seems to me, in increasing 
measure a kindly philosophy, . which embraced all mankind, 
and a wider tolerance of the views and opinions of others, how
ever widely they differed from his own, than characterized his 
earlier and more active years. 

There is a wide difference of opinion among men as to what 
constitutes the most desirable theater and setting for our last 
days on earth and our. answer to the inevitable summons to 
another sphere of activity; but the better judgment of mankind 
seems most to incline to an experience of usefulness and helpful 
activity until the hour of our departure shall strike, and to the 
hope of a peaceful and painless passing into the shadows. 

From this viewpoint of a desirable ending to a life of useful
ness our late friend was most fortunate indeed in the manner 
of his approach to and his passage through the portals. To 
the very day of his den th he occupied his accustomed place in 
the halls of legislation, with a mind as clear and logical and a 
memory as dependable as ever; with a body free from any 
serious taint, malady, or wea1."11ess of age. Thus, without lin-· 
gering pain or illness, with honors thick upon him, in the midst 
of useful labors, respected by all, loved by those who knew him 
best, a good man, a faithful citizen, a devout Christian, having 
liyed more than the allotted span of life and set an example 
which we may all well ('mulate, he passed to his reward. 

Blessed are those whose ways are the ways of uprightness, 
whose days are days of usefulness, and who, answering the last 
summons, die in the Lord. Thus lived and thus died our 
friend. 

Mr. PARKER of New Jersey. .Mr. Speaker, I only wish to 
say a word or two as a personal tribute to a friend. I came 
back to Congress on the 7th of December, and on the 10th of 
December Mr. PAYNE passed away, dying in harness and in the 
service of his country as truly as any soldier; and if it is sweet 
and fair to die for one's country, his was that end. 

He was devoted to that service. Nothing turned him from it. 
We could say of him, as was said of another, that he was not 
greedy for gold or feverish for gain, but went about his work 
knowing that "man's honest will must heaven's good grace com
mand." 

I had known him for 16 years. When I met him first he was 
in his prime, just over 50, buoyant in life, broad in mind, strong 
in courage, large in heart, what can be truly called a great and 
not a small man-great in every respect that makes a man. 

So he remained, as our friend from Wyoming has ju.St said, 
only mellowing with time into a kindliness that was felt by 
every Member of this House and that made them all his friends. 

There was a difference when I came back. He seemed to be 
thinking more of the past ; he. seemed always to ha Ye in his 
mind the touch of a vanished hand and tlle sound of a voice 
that is still, and we did not so much lament when we found 
that he was gone where he could be happy once more. 
. There is one trait of his character that has not been touched 
upon . . We know that he was unselfish ancl devoted. His self
abnegation in his devotion to duty was very marked. 

I really had forgot ten. until I looked oYer the ol d re~orcl of 
the House, that he had been the senior member of the Corn-
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mittee on Ways and Means when his party came into power in 
1895, and. that he was not then made the chairman of that com
mittee . . But no man would have found that out from any
thing th~t he said or did. His devoted friendship to that great 
man, Nelson Dingley, who was put at the head of that committee, 
was a marked and wonderful thing in all of his service from 
that year down to the time of Mr. Dingley's lamented death. 
Mr. PAYNE thought nothing of.self. He went on with his work 
and came into his own. He proved the adage, "Blessed are the 
meek, for they shall inherit the earth." And as years went on, 
and now that he has gone to his reward, we can also say of him 
more forcefully than of most others that we have known here, 
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." 

: :Mr. SLOA.l~. Mr. Speaker, SERENO E. PAYNE. has passed. In 
his passing the_ credit side of this great body has been more 
than ordinarily diminished. He occupied and filled a place 
which caucus action, conference decree, or offieial appointment 
could not confer. 
· He was the "Father of the House.". But we who knew him 
did not dwell upon his age or length of service. He had been 
the chairman of the greatest legislative committee in the repub
lics of the world. He was its ranking minority member when 
the summons ca.me. He was not usually referred to as either 
of these. Supporter and opponent, the press and public, knew 
him as SERENO PAYNE. These positions he adorned; him they 
did not exalt. 

Four years I knew him as a young Member to whom on 
occasion he had kindly spoken. However, public print and 
picture had given me an estimate of him which was not greatly 
modified by personal contact. 
. Eulogies are spoken and epitaphs carved for men who have 
opened new fields, evolved new theories, or directed revolu
tions. SERENo PAYNE's fame will not be so stated. His just 
claim for remembrance and distinction will rest largely upon the 
careful study, clear conception, and enthusiastic advocacy of that 
already existant which he believed to be sound and knew to be 
good. He might properly be characterized a defender of the 
faith rather than a reformer or crusader. Had he been a mili
tary man he would have chosen to defend the home and citadel 
rather than campaign for foreign conquest. 

In this great body are all conceivable shades and colors of 
forensic talent, sometimes rising to · genius-the word painter, 
the master of pathos, the adept at sarcasm and invective, the 
reveller in humor and wit, the student of detail, the repository 
of history, the cold, uncompromising logician, the magnetic per
sonality, and the dramatic declaimer. SERENo PAYNE bad his 
distinctive power. He stood at the head of this House in the 
comprehensive mastery, with ability to deliver with maxi
mum force the controlling facts affecting the controversy. A 
Jove-like presence, a lifetime of study behind him, confidence 
in the rectitude of his cause, he carried conviction to his col
leagues which often swept over and beyond the party aisle. 

During the last campaign I was asked by a newspaper of his 
district for something that PAYNE had done for the farmers 
that it might be published in his behalf. I sent a copy of that 
part of the law bearing his name, relating to that industry 
in whose prosperity he was always concerned. It was sent; not 
as what PAYNE had said, but the highest evidence of what 
PAYNE had accomplished and believed in. I remember well the 
rich glow of pleasure which suffused his face when I told him 
what had been done. His statute, their experience; he was 
content to abide their judgment. 

Partisan? Yes. The great characters of the nation nearly 
always have been. Narrow in partisanship? No. His partisan
ship seemed to be of that degree and extent to make a compact, 
virile, responsible organization, a reliable and efficient means 
for the accomplishment of his country's good. 

The culminating accomplishment of his career, the great 
law which bears his name, modified in another body beyond 
his wishes, became the storm center of criticism which would 
have broken a weaker man supported by a less loyal con
stituency. My four years in this House witnessed a marvelous 
change which must have, in recent months, been gratifying to 
Mr. PAYNE. That law ana them a tized by partizans, ridiculed by 
opponents, undefended by friends-SERENO E. PAYNE stoutly 
stood for its general wisdom and expedience. Since the last vote 
of confidence which his people gave him, he remained long 
enough here to see that no more reproaches were cast upon 
that measure, and when he last defended it his defense re
mained unanswered. I do not at this time discuss its merits· 
or demerits. What I llaye said was intended to · show the 
pride and satisfaction he must have ftlt upon the apparent 
re-rersal of public sentiment upon a work · to which he had 

given the best of a life of industry, honesty, patriotism, and 
far more than ordinary mental power. Like the lnwgiver of 
old, he was denied entry to the land of promise-restored power 
of his party-but the full view from Nebo's height must have 
been gratifying, indeed. 

He was steadfast in his confidence that people when well 
counseled would arrive at a wise judgment. He was more so 
in the ultimate mercy, righteousness, and judgment of the great 
Father whom he served and adored. His last hour was in com
munion with Him "who doeth all things well." The sacred 
Book was open before him when his eyes were sealed from 
earthly vision, but were opened to the endless beauties and 
sublimities of the eternal. 

In that Book he found solace for his sorrow, comfort for his 
bereavement, inspiration for his conflict, hope for his ambition, 
and faith in the promise of that final reward which awaits a 
well-spent life. 

His life has been an object lesson to all who would serve their 
country, and the circumstance of his death adds the final touch. 
It makes the Christian statesmau the highest appellation we 
can give to those who serve their State or country. 

Mr. WALLIN. Mr. Speaker, a deserved tribute in· memorial 
of the late SERENO E. PAYNE is a task for men who knew him 
more intimately than did I and whose command of terms of 
admiration, whose opportunities for close inspection and famil
iarity with his many strong and noble characteristics were 
better than my own. 

Before I came to Congress I knew Mr. PAYNE slightly and, in 
common with all thinking men of the State of New York, 
ranked him as 9ne of our most able and sturdy citizens. His 
work in this House early attracted attention and grew more 
and more conspicuous as he laid before the country his views, 
especially as to the question of the revenues, on which he 
became an expert. 

Out of his close study and wide experience he gave us the 
Payne tariff law, and the day it was signed was undoubtedly the 

·proudest and most satisfactory period of his lift as a legislator. 
His work had its reward in the tide of prosperity which swept 
over this nation as a result of his labors and the expression in 
practice of his long, patient, and careful study and effort. He 
was justly jealous of this measure and defended it ably and 
convincingly on many occasions on and off this floor. Though 
superseded by a hostile administration and majority, it to-day 
stands and will ever stand as a monument to him, its originator 
as one of the most successful, most clearly drawn, most com
prehensive and able documents of its character enacted in the 
history of the United States Congress. , 

Closer acquaintance and relation convinced me that one of 
Mr. PAYNE's strongest qualities was faithfulness. He was faith
ful to every detail of life great or sp1all. His attendance in this 
House to within a few hours of his death was an example of 
this great and admirable attribute which he possessed. As a 
husband and father he was faithful, loving, generous, and wi~e. 
As a friend he was helpful, ready, and kind. Always gentle
manly, solicitous, and quick to comprehend, he ga-ve to his ac
quaintances more than he received of courtesy, gentleness, and 
consideration. · 

In a word, Mr. PAYNE was a man whose personality and ac
complishments impressed themselves upon those whom he met 
in an unusual and pleasant manner. Deceit or equivocation be 
had not. He was an al'istocrat of the old school, but never an 
autocrat in any seiLSe. Success did not elate him beyond the 
ordinary plane, and failure did not place upon him, either in 
face or in mind, the mark with which it sometimes delights to 
disfigure an otherwise noble nature. 

·SERENO PAYNE has been taken from us. He has been called 
home by a Father All Wise and Omnipotent. His going is a 
loss to his district, his family, his friends, and, through this 
House, to the Nation. No really great man, such as was he, 
can pass a way without leaving not only aching hearts, but a 
-void in affairs which is a long time in the filling and a wound 
which is not soon healed. Particularly is this the case with a 
man of Mr. PAYNE's character and disposition. His daily life, 
sunny, radiating with friendship and kindness, we shall always 
admire and never forget. As a legisl\tor, as a factor in affairs 
of his country, and at his home, his career was at once an ex
ample and an inspiration. He was no laggard. He shouldered 
responsibilities and made history. Broad was his mind, keen 
his foresight, and brave and manly his course along right lines. 
His constituents recognized his good qualities and his promi
nence and returned him here to serve them and the country with 
but. one break, for over a quarter of a century. 
· Peace to his ashes. We shall, indeed, miss him. 
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Mr. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, our modern conception of human 
greatness sometimes induces us to underestimate the publlc 
services of the great men who are around and about us, and. to 
unduly exaggerate the merits of those whose fame has fieen 
made illustrious by t~e and history, although in tlie glibne s 
of an admiration for those or our contemporaries whose pa
triotic or partisan services we may for the moment extol, it is 
often the practice to borrow and' apply the adjectives without 
regard to a fine discrimination which distinguishes th~ man who 
is truJy great. And yet to-day there are great men rendering 
publ1c service with as much patriotism and as much ability as 
is generally and historically conceded to those who have gone 
before, the difference being that they are less conspicuous in 
the popular- mind to-day because they are more numerous- than 
tliey were a century or more ago. 

Of SERENO E. PAYNE there are critics who might say he was 
not a great man. Our modern spirit of iconoclasm, ana that 
familiarity which makes it impossible for the- modern mind to 
realize that greatness of human intellect, like the growth and 
development of the- world's. resources, exceed all in preceding 
centuries, may in some degree account for it. But that 
SERENO E. PAYNE possessed elements of greatness which, upon 
the strengtli of his recorded· works, at some belated day may 
give him that niche in history which is- vouchsafed to few, may 
not be denied. 

Mr. PAYNE was a product of American soU and he grew up 
and developed in the environment surrounding his place of birth. 
He advanced step by step, after the fashion of the typical 
American boy, until he- -wa-s sent to be- a spokesman for the 
people in the House of Representatives: His ·Ion~- and faithful 
services here brought to him a distinction for industry and 
devotion to the public welfare· that all men might envy. He 
fed the- charge to victory; and in many battles received and 
turned the assault. He stood for the· principles in which he 
believed and so well sustained them that the whole Natfon 
came to· look upon him as a champion to be relied upon· in times 
of adversity as well as in times of prosperity. He had the 
public confidence. What greate.r. honor can come to an American 
citizen than this? 

Before r came to CongreSS; having faith in the economic 
principles for· which Mr. P:A.YNE contended, I had com<! to re• 
gard him as one of the gteat men in our national life. He was 
the central figure of the Ways and Uean · Committee, shaping 
ta1iff legislation. I had read of him as one who could keep his 
own counsel; as one wfio could be intrusted with the custody 
and determination of questions vital to the welfare of indus
tries and communities, and who could yet turn aside those who 
would disturb or thwart tlie work of his committee-, with a 
smile. When I arrived fu Congress and found it was necessary 
to consult Mr. PAYNE UI>On many questions affecting the welfare 
of industries in my city· and State, I found him in. fact the 
strong, firm character about w:B.om I baa read, but courteous 
withal and determined that the scales of justice as between the 
conflicting elements should be evenly adjusted. I had occa
sion to observe the careful and painstaking· work which he 
took upon himself to do in· the shaping of the Payne tariff ' law. 
It was in the completion of this task that he again revealed those 
elements of greatness which even the minority members of the 
committee-, on more than one occasion, conceded to him. 

If tfiere be those who believ.-8-' that Mr. PAYNE was not en
tireJy satisfied with the great work t<r which his name has= been 
attached, let it be remembered that the effect of the Payne 
tariff law; no matter llow men may have differed· as to its 
separate schedules, was not to detract from the progress or 
prosperity of· the country, but to advance it to its. highest state 
of achievement. 

When· the Payne law was repealed and. the general1 who 
had led the hosts to victory was called upon to cover the 
retreat he was still forceful. still brave, still great. He did 
not hesitate to defend the principles for which he- stood, even 
th.6ugh defeated, but took up the gage of battle and' cheerfully 
and faithfully continued to fight just as he did when the tide 
was in his favor. 

Mr. Speaker, it was an honor to serve on the Ways and Means 
Committee with SERENo E. PAm When I was added to We 
minority in that committee I took up the W{)l'K with res{)ect 
and reverence for our distinguished leader. To hiin it was 
necessary to appeal upon disputed· points. To him it was· wise 
to go when troubled. by doubts. And, oh, what1 a· relief it was, 
when controversies arose fn committee or on- the floor of· the 
House, to have this towering giant of the protective policy rush 
to the. rescue. In such emergencies his knowledge and' ·experi
ence were invaluable. Though I came to know Mr. PAYNE far 
better than I had hoped, the genuine respect I entertained' for 
him in the beginning continued until the end. The better I 

knew· him~ indeed, the greater I respected · him. And when, on 
the morning after his death, 1 gazed upon his rigid! body as it 
lay in his apartments in thit3 city, majestic even in death, I· 
was grateful' that I had ser-r-e<t with him, for I felt that a great 
public servant-one who won1d long be remembered-had been 
called to his-reward. 

And when, Mr. Speaker, you were pleased to add me to the 
committee to escort his mort-al remains to the beautiful town ' 
of Auburn, to be laid' away under the sod and the snow in the 
local hilltop cemetery; I knew I was not mistaken. For in the · 
town• where his early life had been spent and in the churcli 
where he worshiped I had witnessed the poignant regret ancf 
sorrow of a people who knew him best and whose trust in hint 
had never been shaken. Monuments to great men may tower 
high in public places where· the multitude can come to do them , 
reverence, but no memonal of gi·anite or bronze is more to be 
desired than the love a.nd esteem of the "home folks "-and 
these, ·we learned. on that sad journey, had been earned, and; 
retained through all his earthly battles, by our lamented col.. 
league, SEKEN<1 Ill PAYNE. 

1t'lr. DA1\1FORTH. Mr. Speaker, we' have met this- morning 
in memory of a great man-one whose greatness was shown at 
its best by the manner in which he lived his life from day to 
day and from year to year, performing each day his full and 
exact duty as he- saw it in all its details. He was- a. devoted 
husband and fatl;ler, a steadfast friend, a public-spirited citizen~ 
a conscfentious official, and representative of the people. 

SERENO Er.rsHA PAYNE" was born at Hamilton, N. Y., in 1843. 
and was• graduated from the University of Rochester, N. Y., 

. in 1864. In that institution it was his· privilege to study, 
under a remarkable· teaCher, Martin B. Anderson, then presi
dent of the- university; and he was fond of quoting a precept 
ot' that eminent educator, "Bring something to pass, young 
man," and: how thoroughly he- absorbed and lived up to that 
injunction his after life is proof. He was admitted to the bar 
in 1866, and thereafter practiced' his: chosen profession in the 
city of Auburn. In 18G8 he became city clerk and held that 
position until1871, when he served as superyisor for one term. 
From 1873 he was for su years district attorney of Cayuga 
County, and in the many important cases he tried he was noted 
for the skill an·d fairnes he showe<:l as. prosecuting officer. 
He was then, in 1879, elected president ot the board of educa
tion of AuburJ;L, and' after holding that office for three years 
h8> was chosen for what proved to be his life work-Representa
tive in Congress; and with the exception of one term he was 
returned regUlarly and had been reelected again in No-rember, 
1914. 

His alma mater and Colgate University honored him and 
themselves by conferring upon him the degree of' doctor of laws. 

In all _the offices he held before coming to ~ashington he 
did his worli: so thoroughly that each was but a stepping stone 
to the next, and this early acquired habit of complete devotion 
to the task at hand proved to be the secret of his success here. 

For 25 years a member of the great Committee on Ways and 
Means, he- studiedl and became, an expert on the- subject of 
the tariff. In the preparation of' the McKinley and Dingle~ 
bills he was an important factor, and as chairman of the com
mittee he framed the- bill in 1909 which bore his name. No 
better illustration of the mental and physical endurance- of 
tlie man coUld be given than the labor· involYed in preparing 
in one lifetime three· ta1iff bills- and his complete mastery of 
such an intricate and complex ·subject But this capacity for 
close study and pei·sistent application might not have brought 
to him preeminence- in this subject had he not been blessed 
with a most retentive memory. 

Mr. PAYNE was. a master of debate, always ready and some-
times in his zeal giving hard blows, but I· believe his adver aries, 
though yanquished, seldom bore him lasting grudge for their 
defeat. 

It was my good fortune to secure a seat next his when I 
became a member of thi& body, and what had been but an ac
quaintance ripened into u- true friendship, and, as opportunity 
served to-let me- know him better, I readily under tood how he 
had attained tlie predominating position he en.joyed in the conn• 
cils of the Republican Party, of which he wa always a staunch 
and· devoted membet·, and al o how he came to have so many> 
friends in the r~:nks of both parties. 

His public life had been so long and had been· lived in such 
an eventful period of our country's history that an evening 
passed in his company when he was wont to review the events 
in whicli he, had taken part was always· one of deep interest; 
and• his audience was certain to be thrilled by his recitals. I 
deem myself singularly fortunate in having enjoyed many such 
evenings in the past four years. 

. 
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He is and will be missed by many friends, but the memory 

of his life and deeds will be cherished by those friends, and 
they will have the consoling thonght tha~ he died without pro
tracted illness or suffering, retaining to the end his full mental 
vigor and the power to enjoy with tt.em the simple pleasures of 
which he was so fond. 

THE LATE REPRESENTATIVE EDWIN A. MERRITT, JR. 
M:r. CALDER. Mr. Speaker, a man who rises to distinction 

aboYe his fellow men does so by reason of some exception as a 
public servant and as a man, and this question of the value of 
a man in the public service is the question I desire to discuss 
briefly in connection with 'EDWIN A .. MERRITT, Jr., whose memory 
we revere in the ceremonies to-day. 

1\Ir. 1\IERBITT entered the Sixty-second Congress to fill the 
vacancy caused by the death of another great man from New 
York State Hon. George R. 1\falby. He took his seat at the 
convening ~f the short session of the Sixty-second Congress in 
December, 1912. He had been elected to the Sixty-third Con
gress and, recognizing his unusual abi~ity. as a legisl~tor, he was 
selected by the Republican membership m the House to repre
sent them on the Committee on Rules. Just a: that period, 
however he was taken ill and was unable to render very much 
service. ' Last November he was reelected to the Sixty-fourth 
Congress, although at the time ~onfined to his home. In De
cember he passed away at his home in Potsdam, in the northern 
part of New York State. 

l\.Ir. MERRITT's public service was largely performed in the 
Leaislature of the State of New York. He began his service as 
a ~ember of the assembly in 1902, and served in that body con
tinuously for 11 years. For much of that time he was the Re
publican leader of that body, and in his last year of service was 
speaker of the assembly. It was my privilege to become ac
quainted with .Mr. MERRITT during the first year he was a mem
ber of the legislature, and I "learned to regard him as a very 
strong character. He devoted himself to mastering all the 
State's business. He familiarized himself with the intricacies 
of the different departments. He was easily the best informed 
man upon the needs of goyernment in New York State during 
his period of service. I can recall a conversation with formet: 
Gov. Hughes, now a member of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. He told me that the man who was most helpful 
to bini in the matter of the State's finances was our deceased 
friend. I have heard him often discuss New York matters of 
great moment. When he rose tp speak it was with the f~lest 
of information, and when he presented a case it was w1th a 
wealth of illustration. Not only his supporters but his oppo
nents profited by his industry and his painstaking labor. 

The people of a community can receive and deserve no higher 
encomium for their intelligence, their integrity, steadfastness, 
and patriotism than by their continued and hearty support of 
such a man as 1\!r. MERRITT, who for many years was afforded 
an opportunity for such public service. He earned and received 
and appreciated it, and the people reaped their full reward by 
the dedication of a rare life solely to their welfare. The close 
of such a long, useful, and honored life could not arouse a 
poignant sorrow, except as one would sincerely mourn that such 
a departure is the divine dispensation and that such a friend 
has finally left us. 

To his dear old father, a hero of our great war between the 
States, now an old man, and to his loving wife and daughter, 
all of us here extend our heartfelt sympathy, and in their sor
row I am sure it will be some comfort to them to feel that 
their beloved one had the confidence and esteem of the strong 
men with whom he had come in contact during his years of 
service for the State and the Nation. 

I do not know to whose memory could be more fittingly ap-
plied this tribute to a moral hero: 

He never failed to march breast forward, 
Never doubted clouds would break; 
Never thought though right were worsted · 

Wrong would triumpll ; -
Held we fall to rise, are beaten to fight harder, 

Sleep to wake. 

Mr. UNDERHILL. Mr. Speaker, I did not know the late 
EDWIN A. MERRITT, Jr., intimately. He came to this body in 
the last session of the Sixty-second pongress, and attended .. so 
far as he was able, the first session of the Sixty-third Congress. 
His reputation in the State of New York was very high, as 
he had given his services to the State from 1896 until 1912. 
He had served his town as supervisor for 7 years, his as
sembly district in St. Lawrence County for 11 years, and 
the last 4 years he was the. Republican leader in that body. 
When he was elected to Congress, he occupied the position of 
speaker of the assembly. He was one of the best informed 
men in the State, regarding affairs that affected that Common-

wealth, and had his health permitted, he ·would have un
doubtedly· taken high rank in the Congress of the United 
States. He was a successful man in political work because 
he loved to work. He was interested in legislation and enjoyed 
the game of politics. He worked hard and the success of his 
career is due not only to his ability and his education, but in 
great part to his industry. He did not succeed because he was 
lucky. He succeeded because he worked-constant work and 
close attention to duties. 

I was one of the delegation who attended his funeral at his 
former home, Potsdam. A finer tribute could not have been 
rendered than that which took place there, that cold December 
day, when the pulse of busine~s was still, and people gathered 
from many parts of northern New York, Albany and New York 
City, as well as from the National Capital, to offer their last 
tribute of respect to one whom they had learned to love and 
admire. The services were of the most dignified character. 
It was remarked that those who participated and those who 
attended seemed to be filled with a personal obligation which 
they were endeavoring to discharge in the most fitting manner 
possible. 

A man of the life, character, works, and faith of EDWIN A .. 
MERRITT, Jr., does not die, for in the words of an unk)lown au
thor-

There is no death; the stars go down 
To rise upon some fairer shore, 

And bright in heaven's jeweled crown 
They shine forevermore. 

There is uo death ; an angel form 
Walks o'er the earth with silent tread: 

He bears our best-loved things away, 
And then we call them dead. 

Born into that undying life, 
They leave us but to come again; 

In all, in everything, the same, 
Except in grief and pain. 

And ever near us, though unseen, 
The dear immortal spirits tread, 

For all the boundless universe is life; 
There are no dead ! 

Mr. LENROOT. Mr. Speaker, Mr. MERRITT was not as well 
known to his colleagues as he would have been had not the hand 
of illness fallen upon him early in his service here. However, 
he was a man of such strong personality that he gained for 
himself ill a few months a position that it often requires years 
of service of men of more than average ability to secure. At 
the beginning of his second term he was appointed a member 
of the Committee on Rules, one of the most important commit
tees of the House, and in some respects the most important. 
Membership upon this committee is eagerly sought, and usually 
attained only after many years of service. Mr. MERRITT's 
appointment, however, was recogni~e~ by all wh? ~ew lJ!m. as 
being due to his special qualificatwns for service m this Im
portant place. As a leader in his great State, as speaker of the 
New York Assembly, he had not only a special knowledge. of 
parliamentary law, but intimate knowledge of the many Im
portant subjects of legislation. 

He attended only a few of the meetings of the Committee on 
Rules, for the illness which caused his death came upon him 
shortly after his appointment to that committee; but in the meet- · 
ings he did attend he so impressed himself upon his colleagues, 
that we have a keen realization of what the committee, the House, 
and the country has lost by his death. He was a man of but 
few words as we knew him, but when he did speak we knew 
that it w~s from a mature and well-considered judgment, 
formed after carefully considering all sides of the question in
volved. His modesty, his kindliness, and his wise counsel we 
shall always remember. The House has lost a valuable mem
ber, his State and country a faithful servant. 

[M_r. FITZGERALD addressed the House. See Appendix.] 

[Mr. HAl\IILTON of New York addressed the House. See 
Appendix .. ] 

Mr. MOTT. Mr. Speaker, EDWIN A. MERRITT, Jr., represented 
the largest district in area in the State of New York. It was 
the great Adirondack district, comprising the counties of Cli~
ton Essex Franklin and St. Lawrence. Mr. MERRITT was m 
tou~h with the distri~t as thoroughly as a Representative could 
have been. The leading manufacturing interest was in the 
making of paper, and he was an officer or stockholder in sev
eral companies. It is the hunting and fishing ground of New 
York State and Mr. l\IERRITT knew the woods and waters well. 
He knew the wants of his people by intimate association with 
them, and tried to see that they were _filled. He was a. bo~n 
leader whether in public _or private life, and his people rn h1s 
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own home county of St. Lawrence llonored him by sending him 
ele\en terms to the State legislature, and, afterwards, the. 
congressional district twice elected him to the House of Rep
re:;;entati\es. 

EDwiN A. 1\IE:RRITT, Jr., was a big man; that was the im
pression he left on all who met him. Not alone a big man 
physically for he had a giant's frame and strength, but propor
tionally big mentally. It was just the strength of body and 
mind that one would expect, knowing his splendicl father, who 
stillliT"es at the family home, and knowing the kind of men who 
succeed in the north country where coUI·age and persev-erance 
and ability to fight are brought into .daily play. He was the 
typical giant of the north. 

But few men at Washington came to know Mr. MERRITT well. 
He was not here long before he was attacked with what proved 
to be a fatal siclm.ess. But he was heJ.·e long enough to study 
out things and long enough for his friends to realize that if 
he were continued in service, as he would ha\e been, he would 
ha\e been as successful and useful a Member to this House as 
he had pro\ed to be at Albany in the as embly of the State of 
New York. 

At .. Albany Mr. MERRITT spent the best years of his career. 
Elected to the assembly in 1902, in 1908 he became leader of the 
majority in that house, under Speaker James W. Wadsworth, 
just elected to the United States Senate. In 1912 he was 
elected speaker of the assembly. In these two offices he left 
his mark on all the leading legislation passed by the legislature. 
Our highway law and our public-service law were matters of 
careful study to him, . and not a bill passed the assembly with 
which he was not familiar. The men who sened with him 
during these 11 years, even if ali of them could not agree with 
him on various questions, all respected Mr. MERRITT as a 
leader and loved him as a friend. The State of New York. with
out regard to party, paid tribute to him at his death. 

EDWIN A. MERRITT, Jr., was brave, generous, loyal, and true. 
He will long live in the affectionate regard of those who knew 
him, and they will not cease to mourn for him. He has passed 
on to rest, but his hold on th.e hearts and affections of his 
friends is undiminished. 

Mr. .MOORE. Mr. Speaker, it is a sud commentary upon 
human affairs that life must end, not always in youthful 
maturity or ripened old age, but sometimes at that period 
when it -is best equipped for useful public service. The career 
{)f our late colleague, Mr. MERRITT, at the bar and in the legis
lature of the State of New York, had prepared him for those 
higher duties which are imposed upon a Representative of the 
people at the Nation's Capitol. In good part and with be
coming enthusiasm he had entered upon that work. One of 
his first assignments was to the. Committee on . Immigration 
and Naturalization, of w)lich I am a member~ It was there 
we began to know him better and to understand him and the 
1mrposes which anim.ated him in coming to the House. His 
legislative experience and the read.ine s and ability with which 
he took up the duties assigned him, gave promise of excellent 
future seiTice. He was of the minority of the Immigration 
Committee and the benefit of his counsel and advice had just 
begtm to be appreciated when word came of his illness. Then 
followed the last sad message. Our colleague had passed from 
the t·esponsibilities placed upon him by his constituents to 
that higher service which none may resign. Mr. MER:RITT was 
stricken when we were beginning to avail ourselves of his 
mental powers and his legislative expeJ.·ience. What may we 
8ay of so sudden a taking off? It was not our way, nor is it 
for us to complain . . The grief we share with those who knew 
and loved him best may in part be assuaged by the satisfac
tion we have in knowing that the work he did here was well 
and faithfully done. In tribute to his memory we can truth
fully say what is most commendable of the public servant, 
that the silver cord which bound our colleague to his earthly 
task was broken when the best that was in him had been 
dedicated to the public weal. 

l\Ir. WALLIN. :Mr. Speaker, to-day it is mete to pay tribute 
to EDWIN A. MERRITT, who died while in the service of this 
House. Mr. MERRITT was a man of such pronounced physical 
attainments that rash would he have been considered who 
should have forecasted his demise at a period so early in his 
career. Strong as he was bodily, his mentality was fully as 
great. For years a member of the New York Legislature, he 
soon took rank with the leaders in that capital and the State, 
and was everywhere looked upon as unquestionably among the 
most able of his colleagues, both as an originator and a framer 
of legislation. From a modest newcomer in the assembly, in 
le s than 10 years he had worked his way up until he attained 

the leadership of that body and acquired an acquaintance ancT 
distinction with the public men of the State enjoyed by few irr 
recent years. 

Mr. MERRITT was well educated, graduating from Yale Col~ 
lege in 1884. He was possessed of a comprehensive mind and 
mental attainments which soon marked for more than ordinary 
heights in his chosen field. How well he fulfilled the early 
expectations of his many home friends the record shows. His 
influence in public affairs was always toward the right. He 
was forceful and ardent in his labors and once having formed 
his opinion nothing could change his position save proof that 
his conclusion was wrong. He was man enopgh to realize that 
eT"ery question has two sides and his ambition was to be in the 
right, whether the matter was one relating to public or priT"ate 
affairs . .His rapid deT"elopment as a statesman was a matter of 
gratification, especially to those whose good fortune it was to 
know him intimately, and thus, when he was selected to fill in 
this body the place made vacant by his former leader and 
associate, the non. George R. Malby, his constituents were 
commended-for their recognition of those abilities which make 
for good representation in the councils of the ,.ation. 

Mr. MERRITT's sernce here was brief, but it was sufficiently 
long to premise a brilliant and useful career in the House, 
when a fatal malady attacked him and he gradually succumbed 
to the ineT"itable. When his life went out a bright light was 
extinguished and a wide circle mourned. The sympathy of 
an Empirical State and of his colleagues in this Chamber from 
every State in the Union was extended in tlleir sorrow and 
ailliction to the members of his family, and it is now we place 
on the record our tribute of appreciation anu recognition of 
his ability and worth in every walk of life, and our expression 
of grief that he will be with us no .more. 

Of him, as of another, it may be said: 
A man that Fortune's buffets and rewards 
Has ta'en with equal thanks. 

1\Ir. PARKER of New -York. Mr. Speaker, I consider it in~ 
deed an honor to pay my tribute to the memory of the Hon, 
EDWIN A. 1\f.ERRITT, Jr., a h·uly great and remarkable man. 
Probably no man in thi body knew 1\fr. MERRITT as intimately 
as I, having been associated with him in legislatiVe work for 
oyer a decade, and du:ring that time having been his intimate 
friend. 

He was a giant in biture, with a mental equipment to match. 
The surroundings of one's youth ha\e a great influence upon 
the habits and characteristics of life. 1\Ir. MERRITT was ra.ised 
among the rugged foothills of the Adirondacks. He came of 
.a hardy race of pioneers, men who had blazed the trail into that 
north country, and his natural character of mind and body 
was that of the hardy, capable, self-reliant pioneer. Endowed 
with a brilliant mental equipment which was polished and 
trained by his education at Yale, his was indeed a mind that 
was fitted to grasp and deal with the complex questions that 
confronted him during his legislative crrreer. 

He entered public life early in the struggle of the people to 
control vast corporate interests. He bad given this question 
much study and thought, and he hal1 very certain and pro
nounced convictions, as years before the final creation of a 
commissio.n to regulate public-service eorporations, I had dis
cussed this matter with him and understood his views. He 
believed in the power of the Go\ernment, and believed that 
that power should be exercised to regulate, and regulate for 
the people's interests. The .first legislation along this line 
which he drafted was legislation which made the then exist
ing ruih·oad commission in the State of New York, a State 
charge instead of having the expenses of the commission paid 
by assessment on the railroad corporations. This propo ed 
legislation was misunderstood and defented, but I well re
member Mr. MERRITT's remarks concerning it, when he said 
that no adequate regulation can be had when the regulators 
are paid by the corporations that are to be regulated. 

Soon after the defeat of this bill he was a dominant figllre 
in an investigation regarding the conditions of the gas com
panies of New York City, and drew and introduced a bill which 
created a gas commission, and saw his theory put into effect 
by seeing the expenses of the gas commission paid by the Stn te. 
He was a great admirer of Gov. Oharles E. Hughes, Gov. Hugh 
attaining wide public recognition on account of having been 
counsel for this investigating committee. When Mr. Hughes 
was elected governor, it was natural that 1\Ir. MERRITT shoulll 
be the man selected to draw the public service corporations 
bill, which was to regulate the great corporate interests of our 
State. He saw what few men see, ·his theory, which had heen 
called impractical only a few years before, put into full force 
and operation .in the great State of .New York. 
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He bad the most accurate mind of any man that it has ever 
been my privilege to be intimately associated with; few spec
tacular flights of brilliancy, but his mind always worked like 
an accurate, well-oUed machine. His final determination and 
oJ)inions were universally accurate, so much so that his opin
ions and judgment were eagerly sought by his friends and 
acquaintances. He gave the best years of his life to the service 
of his State, and there is no question but what the same energy 
and ability expended in private life would have brought him 
tremendous personal advantages. 

He left his decided implint upon the policy of the State of 
New York, and knowing him as I did, I am absolutely certain 
that had he lived his tremendous force of character would have 
made the same imprint upon the policies of the national legis
lation. 

Personally, he was a most lovable man. The primitive sur
roundings of his youth strengthened his regard for friendshit~. 
and a man that was his friend was indeed fortunate, for there 
was no sacrifice that he would not make for that friendship. 
One of his strongest characteristics was his entire and absolute 
loyalty to his friends. He was big-hearted, generous, intolerant 
of the petty meannesses of little minds, but always tolerant 
of honest convictions although differing from his. 

He was a man of unlimited courage, the kind of moral cour
age that permitted him to stand by his friends if he . thought 
they were right, and to stand by his convictions on public 
questions although those convictions were at the moment un
popular. The most dominant characteristics of his nature, to 
us who knew him well, were his accuracy of judgment and his 
unflinching courage; chara.cteristics that are indeed rare. I 
doubt if there was a man in the State who had more friends 

• 1 than Mr. MERRITT, and these friends were _not confined to his 
political associates, but numbered many of his political adver
saries, all of whom recognized that he was a hard, cour3'geons 
fighter, but that he always fought fair. He had the gift of so 
many able men, of illustrating a point or administering a re-
buke with an anecdote, whicli was always to the point, and 
many times illustrated the point and made unnecessary the 
harsh and cutting statement that must have been uttered had 
it not been for the milder way which he used to accomplish 
the same resnlL 

In the death of Mr. MERRITT the National Legislature loses . 
the influence of a great, big, broad-minded, able man, and we 
who knew him well lose an esteemed and loyal friend. 

Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask unanimous consent to print in 
the Record tb.e proceedings of the memorial services held in 
honor of the late EDWIN A. MERRITT, Jr., in the assemb1y cham
ber at Albany, N. Y., on January 20, 1915, and also to include 
the proceedings of the public memorial services held at Pots
dam, N.Y., on December 14, 1914. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection? 
There was no objection. 
The proceedings referred to are as follows: 

EXERCISES IN MEMORY OF HON. EDWIN A: MERlUTT, JR., AT ALBANY, N. Y. 

Exercises in memory of Hon. EDW1N A. MERRITT, Jr., held in the 
assembly chamber, State capitol, Albany, N. Y . .t Wednesday evening, 
January 20, 1915, 8 p. m., Ron. Thaddeus C. l:Sweet speaker of the 
a.ssembly, presiding. In the presence of Ron. Charles S. Whitman, gov
ernor of the State of New York, and the members of the senate and 
the assembly. 

Speaker SWEET. Prayer will be offeretl by the Rev. W. J. Hamilton, 
of Potsdam, N. Y. · 

Rev. HAMILTO~. We will read a part of the Ninetieth Psalm : 
" Lord Thou hast been our refuge, from one generation to another. 

Before the mountains were brought fort~ or ever the earth and the 
world were made ; Thou art God from everlasting and world without 
end. Thou turnest man to destruction ; again Thou sayest, Come again, 
ye children of men. For a thousand years in Thy sight are but as yes
terday; se.eing that is past as a watch in the night. As soon as Thou 
scatterest them they are even as asleep; and fade away suddenly like 
the grass. In the morning it is gree~ and groweth up; but in the 
evening it is cut down, dried up, and withered. For we consume away 
in Thy displeasure and are afraid at Thy wrathful indignation. Thou 
hast set onr misdeeds befo:re Thee, and our secret sins in the light of. 
Thy countenance. For when Thou ru:t angry all our days are gone; we 
bring our years to an end, as it were a tale that is told. The days of 
our age are threescore years and ten ; and though .men be so strong that 
they come to fourscore yeru:s; yet is their strength then but labor and 
sorrow; so soon passeth it away, and we are gone. Oh, teach us to 
numbet· our days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom." 

So endeth the lesson. ·Let us pray. 
Direct, 0 Lord, In this and all our do~s with Thy most gracious 

favor, and further us with Thy continual help, that in this and all om 
works, begun, continued and ended in Theet we may always glorify Thy 
holy name, through Jesus Christ, our Lora. 

0 merciful God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
the resurrection and the life, in whom whosoever believeth shall live, 
though he die, and whosoever liveth and believeth in him shall not 
die eternally; who also has taught us, by His holy apostle St. Panl. 
not to be sorry, as men without hope, for those who sleep in Him. We 
humbly beseech Thee, 0 Father. to raise us from the death of Hin 
unto the life of righteousness, that, when we shall depart this life, 
we may rest in Him, and that, at the general resurrection in the last 
day we may be found acceptable in, Thy sight and receive that blessing 

which Thy. well-beloved Son shall then v.ronounce to all who love 
and fear Thee, saying, Come, ye blessed children of My Father. receive · 
the kingdom prepared for you from the beginning of the wOTld. Grant 
this, we beseech Thee, 0 merciful Father, through Jesus Christ, Our 
Lord. 

0 most merciful Father, Vlho hast been pleased to take unto 
Tbyself the soul of our b.rother, grant to us who are stfll in our pil
grimage and who walk as yet by faith that having served Thee with 
constancy on e.a.tth we may be joined hereafter with Thy blessed 
saints in glory everlasting, through J"esus Christ, our Lord. ' 

0 Lord. who by Thy death didst take away the sting of demh. 
grant unto us, Thy servants, so to follow in faith where Thou hast 
led the way, that we may at length fall asleep peacefully in Thee and 
awake up after Thy likeness, through Thy mercy, who livest with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 

0 God, whose days are without end and whose mercies can not 
be numbered. make us, we beseech Thee, deeply sensible of the short
ness and uncertainty of human life, and let Thy holy spirit lead us 
through this valley of misery in holiness and righteousness all the 
days of our lives. that, when we shall have served Thee in our genera
tion, we may be gathered unto our fathers in the confidence of a cer· 
tain faith, in the comfort ot a reasonable religious and holy hope, 
in favor with Thee, our God, and in perfect charity with the world. 
And all we ask through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name ; Thy king
dom come; Thy will be done on earth as ft is in Heaven_ Give us 
this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, anq 
the glory forever. Amen. 

·Speaker SWEET- Those who were associated with him as a member 
of assembly, who served under his helpful direction as speaker, and 
those Who are familiar with his faithful and intelligent s-ervice in the 
State and National Legislatures, meet to-night to honor the memory of 
EowTN A. MERRITT, Jr. 

Those who served with him can bear witness to his high qualities of 
mind and heart and to his charming personality, which drew around 
him at all times a band of faithful and admiririg friends and which 
endeared him to all his associates. Possessed of great mental vigor 
and physical strength, he used to the best of advantage in his long 
service in the assembly and in the House of Representatives his Intel· 
lectual powers in the highest interests of the State and of the Nation . 

Wfl can not lose sight of such a man, the work he performed. or the 
influence he exerted upon the interests and activities of the Common· 
wealth. He had a wide knowledge of the affairs of state. He was in· 
terested in its financial, commercial, and educational welfare, was 
always active in promoting all measu-res which had for their object 
the uplift of the people, anrl. throughout his legislative career was a 
faithful and energetic public servant. 

He exerted an influence among his associates which they will long 
remember, and all who believe in the power of education and honor to 
advance the integrity, usefulness, and power of good citizenship will 
cherish his memory and bold his example in loving remembrance. It is 
character only which lives. and his character, combined with honorable 
public service, can not be forgotten. 

Selection, "Lead, Kindly Light," by double quartette, composed ot 
the following : Sopranos, Mrs. Charlotte Bord Gilbert, Miss Alice E. 
Taylor; contraltos, Mrs. Edith Cleghorn Weaver, Mrs. Edna Herrick 
Peclr; tenors, Ben Franklin, George W. FI·anklin; bassos, Roy IT. Pal- . 
, mer, John N. Edwards. · 

" Lead, kindly light, amid the encirc.ling gloom, 
Lead, Thou me on.! 

The night is dark, and I am far from home, 
Lead Thou me on ! 

Keep Thou my feei! I do not ask to see 
The distant scene ; one step enough for me. 

I was not ever thus, nor prayed that Thou 
Shonldst lead me on ; 

I loved to choose and see my path; but now 
Lead Thou me on ! 

I loved the garish day ; and, spite of fea-rs, 
Pritle ruled my will. Remember·not past years. 
So long Thy power has blest me, sure It still 

Will lead me on 
O'er moor and fen, o'er crag and torrent, till 

The night is gone ; 
And with the mom those angel faces smile, 
Which I have loved long since, and lost awhiJe." 

Speaker SWEET: It has been the purpose of your committee to con· 
duct the exercises of the evening in harmony with the life led by our 
departed brother and friend, and we have invited as · the speakers of 
the evening his former and closest associates. I take great pleasure 
in presenting to you the first speaker of the evening, Ron. Frank L. 
Young. 

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. Speaker, ladies and gentlemen: Memorial services 
are as old as recorded history, and even in the days before written 
history the memory of leading men in every land and clime was per· 
petnated in the manner characteristic of their country. 

In his oration on the Athenian dead, Pericles, after speaking elo
quently on the characteristics of his country, the elements which had 
made it great, and the resources of its strength stated of the men 
who were being memorlaliz.ed, the honored dead, •1 Such did these men 
prove . themselves as became the character of their country." 

In ~very land tber~ is an ideal manhood,. expressed or unexpressed. 
This Ideal is composite, made up of the oplnion.s ol all the different 
grades of men and of every school of thought, and yet is, on the whole 
capable of definition. ' 

Tbe man who receives honor is the man whose life and work are most 
consonant with the ideal of the country in which he lives. To be tJ:ue 
to such an ideal means honor and renown. In no land has such honor 
ever been purchased by wealth. It comes along from service, self
sacrifice, and patriotic devotion to duty. In every land honor and 
renown are accorded to evPry citizen who fills his life with service, 
self-sacrifice, and patriotism in any. walk of life, public or private. civil 
or mrutial. 

No one can point out the source of the American ideal of manhood. 
Like our people, tbe source of our -ideals seems to have been drawn 
from every part of the civilized globe. In them are to be discerned the 
religious teachings of all denominations, the self-sacrifice of the early 
founders of our Republic, who were willing to endure anything that 
they might enjoy freedom of conscience, and the courage and bravery 



3226 ·CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-.HOUSE; FEBRUARY 7, 
of the early .colonists whose bold patriotism comEelled them to take up 
n.rms to fight for a place where their ideals m gbt be worked out in 
human conduct. 
. From whatever t:ource this well-recognized American spirit came, in 

these days and times it expresses itself in self-reliance, fair play, and 
the giving of equal opportunity . . We visualize the -American ideal in 
the self-reliant man who asks no favors but demands an opportunity 
as his right; in the self-sacrificing man who is willing to spend and be 
spent that good ·may prevail; and in the patriotic man who, under 
heaven, finds his country's demand superior and undeniable. 

The American ideal demands honesty, clean living, fair dealing, 
equal opportunity to all, industry and devotion to her institutions, 
and the American citizen who is true to that ideal, who is alert, 
active, unrestrained, and devoted in the performance of his duty, the 
American people have always crowned and wm always continue to 
crown with honor. -

And as men who have lived consistently and honorably up to that 
Ideal pass away, the hearts of the American people are proud to 
acknowledge their service with the highest measure of praise, and 
whether or not their memorials consist of statues or other material 
constructions, they earn. and they possess an indes~ructible memorial 
in the hearts and affections of the American people. 

We are now observing a Bimple melhorlal service in appreciation 
of a really great man, who was more than a friend to many in this 
chamber who grieve with his honored father and his gracious wife 
and lovely daughter in their sorrow and affilction. 

It is not an empty, formal service, but it is a sincere and spon
taneous expression of est~sm from his personal and political associ
ates. His great so::Jl has passed to "that bourne from which no 
traveler returns.'' We have gathered in honor of his memory be
cause we appreciated and loved him. Weakly we sar that EDWIN A. 
MERRITT, Jr., is dead-weakly, because in the friendships he established 
he is not dead, nor has his enduring work for the State of New York 
been diminished by his demise. We remember him for fils wonderful 
powers of body, brain, and heart which he consecrated without limit 
to his friends and to his State. We remember him because he was an 
intensely human, big-brained, big-hearted man. We remember him 
because he fulfilled and represented the very clear and definite ideal 
which the American people accept as the best expression in human 
form of American manhood. 

This ideal is beautifully and eloquently expressed in the' metrical 
prayer of John G. Holland: 

" God, give us men ! A time like this demands 
Strong minds, great hearts, true faith, and ready hands; 
Men whom the lust of office does not kill·; 
Men whom the spoils of office can not buy ; 
Men who possess opinions and a wlll; 
Men who love honor, men who will not lie ; 
Men who can stand before a demagogue, 
And damn his treacherous flatteries without winking; 
Tall men, sun-crowned, who live above the fog 
In public duty and in private thinking; 
For while the rabble, with their thumb-worn creeds, 
Their large professions, and their little deeds, 
Mingle in selfish strife, lo ! Freedom weeps, 
Wrong rules the land, and waiting Justice sleeps." 

The salvation and the benefits of the American Republic depend 
upon the fact that from time to time, in various places, exemplars of 
the American ideal appear to give substantial proof that our institu
tions and our laws are not based upon hopes that are impossible of 
human achievement. EDWIN A. MERRITT, Jr'J is one such exemplar~ 

Usefu1 and inspiring as were the iives or Washington and Lincoln 
to their own times, they have been more useful and more inspiring to 
the American people since. 

They gave back their honors to the world, 
"Their better part to heaven, and slept in peace." 

For the generations which succeeded them have drawn, are still 
drawing, and will continue to draw useful inspiration from their 
works and their characters. 

Doubtless history will not record the name of EDWIN A. MERRITT, Jr., 
as high on the roll of fame as the name of Washington stands, but it is 
true, nevertheless, that Mr. MERRITT solved greater financial problems 
than ever confronted our first Presideiit, and in that work for his State 
his rugged honesty, hi.s spotless integrity, and his magnanimous unsel· 
fishness were as great as those of the " Father of hls Country." 

Nor will his name appear on the pages of American history as lumi
nous as that of Abraham Lincoln1 and yet it is a fact that lD pis dis
cernment, his measure of men, h1s hatred of sham and hypocrisy, his 
faith in the American people, his courage while under attack, and in 
the humor which saves, he was not so unlike that martyred President. 

God forbid that we should be fulsome in this service, for our deceased 
friend was a plain, truthtelling man, to whom suet. praises would have 
been abhorrent, but those of us who knew him best in his public life 
accord to him as high a place as any other statesman who ever gave his 
services to the State of New York. 

Entering the assembly in 1902, he gave 11 years of his life to the 
State· dnd in his last year he was the speaker. During four of those 
years' I knew him inti~ately, and counseled and a~ vised with h!m ,a~out 
many tcpics of great Importance. Without meamng to dray; IDV1d10us 
comparisons, I want to say that he had a more comprehensive and ac
curate knowledge of the State's affairs than any man connected with the 
State government in those days. His great brain was a veritable store
house of information, and, regardless of physical consequences; ·he de· 
votecl all his mental powers unselfishly and without stint to his public 
duty. · I t'tud f He came to the legislature in his mature years, m the p en I e o 
his physical and intellectual powers, and he immediately rose to first 
rank among the lawmakers of the State. It is not too much to say 
that in all the recent constructive legislation in this State his was a 
guiding, if not a controlling hand. 

But in addition to these great mental powers, the possession of which 
has always been conceded by those who knew hlm, he possessed other 
attributes which made him a positive and beneficent force among hls 
associates. Among these traits was his great magnanimity. Even in 
the beat of conflict he was generous to his opponents, caring nothing 
for the adventitious issues, but always looking forward to the accom
plish ment of his purposes with a firm reliance in their righteousness. 

It was easy, too, for him to make acknowledgment of the assistance 
of ethers a.nd to give full credit to· all to whom credit was due, not· 
withstanding the fact that his own prestige might not seem so great 
by so doing. He seemed able to forget and forgive everything except 

meanness and littleness of soul. But, even for such men, he almost 
invariably exhibited a tolerant charity. 

He was ne.ver known to tear dOWJl the reputation of another that his 
own reputatwn might be thereby enchanced-a somewhat exceptional 
record in these days of self-constituted professional reformers. 

Friendship was to him a sacred thing to be cherished and not to be 
lightly forfeited. I ·well remember an occasion when the fortunes of 
one of his friends, who is even now in this company, were being dis
cussed. A bitter attack was made upon his friend, and, after listening 
patiently to the arraignment which was made against him, he saidi 
with more feeling than was usual with him, "That man may be al 
you say he is, but I do not believe it. He is my friend. That may 
mean much or little to you, but it means a lot to me, and I will hear · 
nothing further about him." 

This is one instance only of the tenacity and sincerity of his friend
ship. In fact, I never knew him to be severe except when dealing with 
a fakir or a hypocrite; with his keen insight into the intricacies of 
human conduct, he was never deceived by them, and with remarkable 
swiftness he could dissect their flattering and deceitful propositions 
and expose insincerity in all its nakedness. 

In such circumstances, his wit and humor were as keen as a rapier, 
and many a time have I witnessed the discomfiture and defeat of a 
fraud by the simple telling of a story which illustrated the point. 

He was well adapted by nature and training for the very highest 
legislative and executive offices. I believe that circumstances pre
vented a proper recognition of his wonderful powers. He knew 
perfectly well the enmities he created by plainness of speech, which 
to liim seemed necessary. He knew that in public life-

"Men will hate thee, 
Men will love thee ; 
Men will flatter, 
Men will slight." 

but looked upon all his experiences as merely necessary, temporary 
incidents, and kept true to the spirit that was within him. He was 
willing at all times to pay the price of his popularity whenever he 
felt the justice of his cause. 

In this brief manner I have summarized the characteristics of our 
deceased friend, as I saw him and understood him. He was a truly -
great man, worthy of all the best traditions of American manhood, 
entitled to full praise for the self-sacrificing and efficient service 
which be gave to our State. May his example be a stimulus to all of 
us, to prepare for that practical patriotism which gives service as well 
as tribute to the State! 

Long may the memory of our great associate remain among us for 
the betterment . and improvement of the American commonwealth. 
True to his times, and true to himself, he performed his fullest obliga
tions both as a man and as a citizen. . 

" The friendly social, honest ma.n, 
Whate'er he be, 

' Tis he fulfills great nature's plan, 
And none but he." 

The State has lost a capable servant and may well mourn for him, 
but the keenest loss is felt among those who personally enjoyed the 
honor of his friendship and the inspiration of his character. 

"We· shall remember him as 
One who never turned his back, but march'd breast forward; 
Never doubted clouds would break ; 
Never dream'd, though right were worsted, wrong would triumph; 
Held, We fall to rise, are balled to fight better, sleep to wake.' 

Selection by double quartet, " Crossing the Bar " : 
"Sunset and evening star, 

And one clear call for me ! 
And may there be no moaning of the bar 

When I put out to sea. · 
But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 

Too full for sound and foam, 
When that which drew from out the boundless deep 

Turns again home. 
Twilight and evening bell, 

And after that the dark ! 
And may there be no sadness of farewell 

When I embark ; 
For though from otit our bourne of time and place 

The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face 

When I have crossed the bar.'' 
Speaker SWEET. Men in all walks of life may oppose one another, 

whether it be commercially or politically, but though opposed they may 
still be friends. I take pleasure in presenting to you the next speaker 
of the evenipg, the political opponent but the fast friend, Hon. Alfred 
E. Smith. 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, ladies and gentlemen: I feel very deeply 
honored to be permitted to speak a word at this memorial service to 
our late lamented friend and comrade, EDWIN A. MERRITT, Jr. I met 
him in 1904 when I entered this chamber for the first time. He was 
then a prominent member on the majority side of the House I served 
with him through the years until 1912, when he was elected Speaker, 
and in that time I developed for him as strong an affection as it is 
possible for one man to have for another, not of his own relation
ship. His many noble qualities of heart and mind endeared him to 
every man that sat in this chamber, and it is gratifying to see so 
many of them here to-night from all parts of the State to join in this 
gathering and to do honor to his memory. 

Iri. the memoir of his distinguished father, I read this passage from 
the retrospect: " Without boasting, I can truly say that in a long 
life which has not been free from any contests, I have never know
ingly taken unfair advantage of my opponents and if I have fought 
hard, I have fought fairly.'' I thought, as I read, how forcefully 
this trait was impressed on the life and character ,of EDWIN A. MERRITT, 
Jr. He was a strong partisan. He believed very firmly In ijle prin
ciples and precepts of the Republican party, but he put the good of 
the State first and supported any measures he believed to be in the 
interest of the commonweal. He was a forceful orator and drew the 
sword of debate with as much strength and vigor as any man that 
ever stood on this floor, and better than all, he left behind no sting
no bitterness. 



19151! CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE.~ 
t - 322.7. 

. He was a good friend. His friendship was really worth having-. 
lie helped me to suc.cess when my failure ma-y have me.ant something 
of advanta"'e to his party. Public life makes many ialr weather 
friends Many there are that shake your hand and pat your baek 
when you are in the heyday of your powerh but MmrnrTT's friendship 
was of the kind that was more powerful w en the douds _of poli:ticru 
adversity frowned upon you. 

He had a smile and a good word for everybody, f1·o:m the highest to 
the lowest that were connected with the busy life of the Capitol. 

lie loved the State that he served so faithfully. He loved to talk 
of its future· greatness. He knew it better than any man I ever met, 
and was more at home in the assembly than in the larger field .of 
activity to which he was called by an admiring· eonstituency. He I.-new 
the legislature thoroughly-its methods, its habits of thought-and no 
man more jealously guarded its prerogatives. He had the most pro
found respect for its authority as a branch of the Government and an 
inflexible belief in the ultimate rectitude of its purposes. 

'rime there is indeed, and I could spend it in the memory of " Ed." 
'.rime and time again, he asked me to go up and ·stay at Potsdam, where 
he mi.,.ht show to me what be called •• Our Great North Country." It 
shall always be to me a matter of regret that I did not see the little 
villa.,.e until I found it plunged in mourning the day of his funeral
its b'Usiness places darkened and the countryside gathered in it tO' pay 
tribute to hiS memory. I brotlght with me my eldest son, and I gave 
him a copy of the Red Book of 1912 and I asked him to always re
member what it was that brought him on bis first long journey from 
home. · 

I could talk through the night about Eo. MERRITT, and all that I 
could say would be inadequate to express what I really thought of him. 
I will conclude, therefore, leaving with -you this thought: "Almighty 
God asks nothing for nothing, and when we say to him ' Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven '-if we mean that-if it comes from 
the heart, He responds with a balm for every wound and a joy to bal
ance every sorrow, and he gives to us to-night in an hour of atlli.ction 
abundant consolation in that almost universal belief that Divine Provi
dence makes an things equal and solves for the just man the mystery 
of death as life everlasting." 

Seleetion by the double quartette, "Peace, Perfect Peace." 
" Peacer, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin? 
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within. 
Peace, perfect peace, by thronging duties pressed? 
To do the will of J'esus. this is rest. 
Peace, perfect peace, with sorrow surging round ? 
On Jesus' bosom naught bot catm is found. · 
Peace, perfect peace, with loved ones far llw.ay? 
In Jesus' keeping, we are safe, and they. 
Peace, pe'rfeet peace, -our future all unknown? 
Jesus we know, and He is on the throne. 
Peace, perfect peace~ death shadowing us .and ours? 
Jesus has vanquished death and all its powerB. 
It is enough; earth's struggles soon shall cease, 
And Jesus call us to heaven's perfect peace." 

.Speaker SWEET. Side by side, shoulder to shoulder, .fighting the bat· 
tles of State, stood EDWIN A. MERRITT, jr., and James W. Wads
worth, jr. As his closest associate and constant cou.nseler, I present 
to you at this time, Hon . .James W. Wadsworth, jr. 

Mr. WADS WORTH. Mr. Speaker, Members of the Legislature, Ladies, 
and Gentlemen : The invitation to say something of the life and pubUc 
services of EDWIN A. MERRITT, Jr., upon this occasion and in this 
presence touches me very deeply. It is indeed an honor which I ap
preciate, and I rejoice at being afforded an opportunity to testify to the 
high character and great achievements of that dear friend, with whom 
I was so intimately associated here in this Capitol. 

So vivid and so deep is the impression he made during the years -of 
that association that it seems but yesterday that he stood towering 
in the center aisle there, his voice reverberating through the utter
most spaces of this great chamber. welding the laws of New York. It 
seems but yesterday that be gathered · us about him in our leisure 
hours and won and held our deep affection. It is difficult for us to 
understand that we will never again experience that inspiring and de
Lightful human contact. And now that we long to tell the world our 
estimate of him, I, for one, realize that my poor words must fall far 
short of describing that picture of him which will reside in my mind 
as long as 1 shall live. 

It can not be denied that heredity and environment are powerful 
factors in tl:.e formation of character and habit of mind ; and in or
der to possess an intelligent understanding of Mr. MERRITT, we must 
take into consideration these elements in relation to him. His for
bears were of sturdy American stock-simple, God-fearing, self-reliant, 
typical of the early pioneers. His father-who still lives, honored 
and respected by thousands of his fellow citizens in his old age--has 
for years been a commanding figure in northern New York. By occu· 
pation an outdoor man, who in the early days helped blaze the way 
through th(' northern wil.dexness, he transmitted to his son a vigor 
and strength of constitution. remarkable even in a country renowned 
for its strong men, and that simplicity and directness of mental op
eration so characteristic of the early American. The father, true to 
the type, from early manhood has maintained an active and intelligent 
interest in pnblic affairs. Be has been a friend and co.nfidant ~f lead
ing Americans since the days of the great Civil War, has held high 
positions of trust and power, and has been a leader of thought and 
molder of opinion in that great northern country in which he bas 
lived so long and which be loved so well. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that the son whose memory we now 
re·vcre drew inspiration in his early manhood from the example of his 
sire and found himself equipped with the same attributes of .public 
spirit and devotion to country. Born in 1860, he attained manhood 
at a time when it was still possible for him to absorb a vivid concep
tion from his father and his father's neighbors of those great principles 
which were fought for and vindicated in the trying days of the sixties. 
He absorbed readily the story of sacrifice and heroism relating to those 
times, and from that story he learned the great principles of human 
liberty upon which this Republic was founded . . Through all his active 
life he never ceased deriving inspiration from the deeds of the genera· 
tion just preceding him, and he never wavered in his admiration and 
reverence of the men who saved the Nation. There was no more 
potent Influence in his life than his contact with those men. By their 
example he was inspired to that simple manly courage which was his 
predominating trait. 

Graduating from Yale College at New Haven, Conn., in 1884, he 
joined hi~ father at London, where the latter at that tl.me was holding 
the high and responsible position of consul general of the United 
States. After spending a year assisting his father in th.a~ !nter_esting 

.and broadening atmospbere, he rettl..I'n-etl to his home in Potsdam, St. 
Lawrence County. and immediately embarked upon that active career 
to ~hich be later gained such-distinction. 

Although actively engaged in bllSiness, lle found time to take part 
in the public affairs of the .community in which he lived. In fact, tlle 
stress and contention of politics and the ,aatisfaction of public set>yice 
well performed .held a peculiar fascination for him, and, commencing 
with his election to the St. Lawrence County board Of supervisors, he 
was c-ontinuatly 1n public life until the day of his death. His strength 
of mind-, his clarity of v.ision. and bis integrity soon made their im
pression upon th~ people of St. Lawrence., and in 1902 he was elected 
a member of .a&Sembly from the ·dlstr.fct in which he resided. .From 
that year up to and including the legislative session of 1912 his con
stituents, with unwavering confidence in him as their representativ-e. 
continued to send him to the State capital. 
· It was in this chamber the great work of his life was performed. 
It was in this arena that he made his name known over the length 
and breadth of this great State; and :while he was later promoted to a 
wider field of activity at the National Capitol at Washington his place 
in hist-ory rests ·upon the services he 1·endered in the assembly. 

So long was his service, so many and varied the legislative tasks 
which he undertook and carried to a successful completion that time 
will not permit upon. this occasion an attempt upon my p.a:rt to recite 
them all. With no thought of minimizJng the importanee of his 
efforts 'in a score of directions, it shall be my endeavor to set .forth 
that achievement of his which colleagues eonsidered the greatest of .a.Il 
and which has exercised a most profound effect upon the government 
of the Stat~ of New York. 

It is a matter of history that the dawn of the new century was 
signalized by a remarkable and almost ·phenomenal development of the 
economic and industrial life of America. 'That period will go down in 
history as the one which witnessed the formation of great combina
tions of capital and gigantic -organizations ·for the -eanying on .of 
industry in all its branches. ·The intricaeies of modern civilizati-on 
seem to have made th.is d.evelopment logical and t.berefor~ inevitapl~. 
This growth, however, created evils new and unlooked ifor rn our -Cl<Vle 
life. So powerful did these organizations became that they appeared in 
the minds -of IruUlJT to constitute a grave danger to our form of gov
ernment. As they grew -s-o did the public impression grow that unles.s a 
remedy was applle.d self-g~vernment would be poisoned at its S6Urce. 

When 1tfl;RRITT took his seat in the assembly -in 1902 the first 
mutterings, .as it were, of the ·storm which was to break .over Ame1·ican 
politics c-ould be heard by the discriminating ear. I.n later years 
MERRITT' s friends learned that he, almost fr~m the day of his taking 
his seat in this cha.m.ber .. saw the cloud u.pon the horizon and com
menced preparing himself to take part in the solution .of the mighty 
problem which he felt wo.uld confront the people later on. It is not 
n.ecessary fur me to deseril>e in detail the rise of that great wave ,o:f 
public sentiment which finally brought to bear such irresistible pres
sure for the solution of the problem of the relati(}ns e:ldsting between 
the public, .on one hand, and the gr~at public service corporations, 
created by the public, upon the other. We know now that the demand 
for a remedy which was fearlessly and irresistibly made at that time 
ha.d its justification :in the .misdeeds .an.d abuse of power on the part 
of some who .cynically disregarded the sensibilities .and the rights of 
the average man. 
. · Those of us who served in the legislative sessions of 1905-6 ean 
never forget the tension and -stress of those days when th.e storm 
reached its greatest fury. Some there were who persisted in maintain
ing _an attitude of indiff.erence, aru1 deela~ng that it would bl-ow over 
in good time. There were even some, although their number was few, 
who refused to admit that there was anything genuine or im-portant 
in the demand of the hour. The great majority of men in public life 
at that time, however, realized that mighty forces were at work and 
that something must be {Ion~ to meet the sentiment of the people-and 
prevent chaos. 

It is true also that the great majority· of men, buffeted by the con
tending forces and perplexed by conflicting eounsel, were groping in 
the dark, ,consci~ru:; of their u..nprep:aredness. Of all the men in th'e 
New York Legislature of those days, · l\1.ERIUTT seemed to bave the 
clearest con.ception of the situation, and. starting almost alone in his 
efforts, he proceeded to lay the foundation for a great piece of con
structive legislation which we believe to-day .has solved the Pl·oblem. 

It was ch_aracteristic of :M.ERRI1.'T's viewpoint toward life in general 
that he should believe in the power of gover.riment, and that he should 
contend that government should exercise its power to do a certain 
thing when no other agency is capable of doing that thing. For four 
years he had been a keen observer of the play of contending forces in 
.and about the legislature and the State government. He weighed and 
analyzed the good and tbe bad, the useful and the useless, and when 
he had made up his mind to act, be knew what ought to be done and 
where the power resided. 

His first move in the direction which he had marked out attra<:ted 
little public attention, but to those wb-o knew his .purpose and his 
mind 1t was of vast significance. During the administration .of Gov. 
Higgins MERRITT introduced a bill in the assembly providing thtlt all 
the expenses Incident to the support of the then _existing State rail
road commission should be borne by the treasury of the State instead 
of requiring the railroad companies to meet the expense of supervi
sion, as . was then the -case. lie stood almost alone in his conten
tion. Men said, " If we are to discipline these corporations, why do 
we commence by relieving them of this comparatively light burden?" 
A!ERRITT"S answer was that the Government must shortly assume new 
powers of . supervision and regulation over these corporations, and in 
preparation for that day the Government must free itself of any sense 
of obligation, however remote, toward the corporations which it ,pro
posed to regulate. 

This act of Assemblyman MERRITT, while failing of success for the 
moment, was the planting of the seed in the legislative mind. 
More ancl more from that time men listened .to his proposal and came 
to recognize its. ultimate wisdom. Events moved quickly. The pres· 
sure was enormous. In 1905 a special committee of the legislature 
was appointed to investigate the distribution and the sale of illuminat
ing gas by public-service corporations in the city of New Ym·k. The 
work of this committee attracted wide attention. l\IEnRIT'X was one 
of its strongest members. 

By far ihe most significant act resulting from this investigation 
was the drafting and final enactm.ent of a bill entrustiug to a State 
cqmmisslon, known at the time as the "State Gas Commission." the 
function and duty of regulating the rates charged foro illuminating 
gas and electricity by all the lighting companies of the State. The 
strong hand of. MERRITT waf;l· readily !;)een in the provisions of this bill. 
It was his first definite proposal directed toward the solution of this 
gre~t pro~le~. Imp~rfect in m_any respec~, it nevertheless amounted 
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to a declaration on the part of the government of New York that 
henceforth it intended to exercise its powers. 
· I remember well the gt·atification which MERRITT derived !rom this· 

acceptance of the principle which he had laid down a year before an'd· 
which bad met such discouragement. And I remember well the in
tense gratification ·which came to him in the following year, in ·1907, 
when the newly elected governor of New York', "Charles E. Hughes · 
laid such tremendous emphasis upon the necessity for a solution of 
this sort to be applied over a much wider field. MERRITT hastened 
to his support, confident that through the great influence and ability 
of that exceptional executive success would com~1 as come it did. · 

He was one of the responsible authors of . we public-service com
missions bill of 1907. He worked in collaboration with others day 
after day and week after week until that measure · was complete. 
His influence can be read in every line of it. When it was enacted 
into law it bore his name jointly with that of Senator Page. If I 
may be pm·mitted to express an opinion, this Jaw, establishing as it 
did a standard of relationship between the government, representing 
all the people on one hand, and the railways, the street railways, 
the gas companies, and electric lighting companies on the other, is 

·the greatest monument of the four years of the administration of 
Gov. Hughes. 

MERRITT's work did not end with this achievement. The follow
ing year the legislature appointed a special committee to Investi
gate the feasibility of bringing the telephone and telegraph con;wanies 
under the ·jurisdiction of the commission. MERRITT was one of the 
strong men on that committee and was largely instrumental in draft
ing the bill reporte"d by that committee and almost immediately enacted, 
extending the power of the public-service commissions over the wire 
companies. -

'l'he student of government will admit that Mr. MERRITT in inaugu
rating this great movement in 1905, assisting powerfully in its prog
ress through 1906-1907-1908, performed a service for the State of 
New York of immeasurable Importance and vast significance. Through
out all of that struggle, through all the varying phases of the con
flict in which he took part, two of his traits of character stood out 
conspicuously : First, his clear courage. He never faltered ; he never 
wavered, no matter what the obstacle. Second, his lack of vanity. 
He had convictions, deep-rooted and sound but he had no false pride 
or conceit. He never claimed or demanded speCial recognition for his 
achievement. In fact, of all eminently successful meni men endowed 
with power a.nd subject to the temptations which go w th it, MERRITT 
was the least vain. His simplicity, directness,· and his sense of humor 
saved him from that which has destroyed or impaired the usefulness 
of many a distinguished man. . · · 

In order to give some idea of the tremendous and varied work which 
MERRITI' did in the assembly, in addition to the great achievement 
which I have attempted to 'describe, it should be noted that he was 
first chairman of the committee on agriculture, tbim chairman of the 
committee on general laws, chairman of the committee on railroads, 
chairman of the committee on ways and means, which at that time 
c.arried with it the majority leadership, and which be held for. three 
years; minority leader in 1911, and finally speaker of the assembly in 
]!)]2. 

The State will not forget the great work he did in helping to revise 
the highway law and inaugurating the building of improved highways 
through the Commonwealth. Nor will the State forget the three years 
of arduous service he rendered in helping to formulate the financial 
policy of the State as expressed in the appropriation bills. The burden 
be carried was enormous. Only a man of h1s great mental and physi
cal strength could have stood up under it. His career in the assembly· 
culminated in his election to the speakership. · 

He was permitted to bold that difficult and responsible position for 
but one year. The death of his long-time friend, George R. Malby, 
left vacant the seat in Congress held by that representative of the 
north country congressional district. It was inevitable that the people 
of that district should demand that MERRITT rept:esent them in Wash
ington. They did so demand and he · acq1,1iesced and accepted an elec
tion to Congress from his district 

I think it is accurate to say that he left Albany with reluctance. 
He felt that be was entering upor.. a new and strange field, although 
he deeply appreciated the honor and the opportunity. He was familiar 
with this atmosphere bet·e in the capital where be had spent the greater 
part of his public life, where he had impressed himself upon the life of 
the State which he loved; here were his intimate friends-and their 
name was legion. He felt that other additional tasks awaited his 
efforts here; he felt that the State had not as yet solved the high
way problem. He realized that the financial operations of the State 
were subject to vast improvement; that the question of taxation, in
come, and expenditure needed close study and application. He longed 
to address himself to this work, but his sense of duty to his people 
at home, his gratitude for their loyalty and friendship, compelled him 
to relinquish his work here and assume the duties of a national 
legislator. 

It is a matter of record that he quickly assumed a prominent place in 
the House of Representatives. Although a member of the minority, 
his strength and wisdom were. soon recognized by his colleagues, a 
fact which is made evident by his appointment to tbe great Committee 
on Rules of the lower House at Washington shortly after he took his 
seat. 

He bad scarcely embarked upon a career of usefulness and distinc
tion in the Natiqnal Congress when with a suddenness that is incom
prehensible, he was attacked by a combination of maladies which 
called forth every atom of his gigantic strength and will and physique 
to combat. Accompanied by his faithful, loving wife, be was taken 
to the sanitarium at Dansville, near my own home, in Livingston 
County. 'i'here he waged a battle which can never be forgotten IJy 
those of us, who, from time to time, were permitted to see him. His 
great frame stricken and shattered to an inconceivable degree, his 
mighty intellect never lost its clarity, his soul never lost i~ courage. 

For thirteen months be endured physical and mental snffering sel
dom demanded of a human being. Crisis after crisis was surmounted 
through the might of his will power. Naturally a somewhat impatient 
man in the ordinary walks of life, he yielded to the necessities of his 
fight with a confiding trust and p-atience which was sublime. He 
knew his loving family and faithful attendant were strugglin~ bravely 
all through these weat·y months . to save him, and he set himself to 
help them help him. The time came in the autumn of 1914 when it 
seemed that his efforts and those of his loved ones had been crowned 
with victory. With indomitable courage and implicit confidence, he 
started on bir, jom·ney homeward. I shall .never ·forget- the day of his 
departure and the words he uttered on that occasion: "I have won 
my fight; I am ~oing back to my people; I have work to do." 

He was l'l'nominated and reelected to Congress by a constituency who 
bad known him all his life and loved him best. The future looked 

.._...... -·----- - -
bright, and then suddenly, when we were all filled with confidence that 
he would live to attain . an ·even higher degree of usefulness and dis
tinction, his malady returned in a new and unexpected form, and after 
a brief but heroic struggle he succumbed to the will of an all-wise 
Providence. - · 

1 His father is left stricken_ and without the sustaining ba.nd of his 
great son in his old age; his"· wife and daughter crushed with grief. 
Hundreds of us, his former associates, have lost a dear friend, and the 
realization of our loss quickens and deepens the sympathy which we 
extend to his devoted family in this trying hour. Our consolation must 
be that we men who knew him are better men and this State a better 
State because be lived. . · 

Selection _by the double quartette, " Beautiful Isle of Somewhere " : 
" Somewhere the sun is shining, 

Somewhere the song . birds dwell ; 
Hush, then, thy sad repining, . 

God lives, and all is well ! 
Somewhere, somewhere, 
Beautiful Isle 6f Somewhere; 
Land of the true, where we live anew, 
Beautiful Isle of Somewhere. 

Somewhere the load is lifted, 
Close by an open gate; 

Somewhere the clouds are rifted, 
Somewhere the angels wait. 

Somewhere, somewhere, 
Beautiful Isle of Somewhere; 
L~nd of the true.~ where we live anew, 
Beautiful Isle or Somewhere." 

Speaker SWEET. With the pronouncing of the benediction the services 
of the evening ·will close. 

Rev. HAMILTON. The · peace of God, which passeth all understanding1 keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God ana 
of His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost be amongst you an<} remain 
with you always. Amen. 

PUBLIC MEETING IN MEMORY OF HON. EDWIN A. MERRITT, JR., HELD 
AT VILLAGE HALL, POTSDAM, N. Y., DECEMBER 14, 1914. 

An informal public meeting to pay tribute to the memory of the late 
Ron. EDWIN A. MERRITT, Jr., Representative in Congress, was held in 
Village Hall, Potsdam, St. Lawrence County, N. Y., on the evening of 
December 14, 1914. The meeting was attended by personal friends 
and neighbors of Congressman MERRITT. Ron. Clarence S. Ferds 
presided as chairman of the meetin"' and Howard E. Thompson acted 
as secretary. Judge Ferris opened the meeting with the following re
marks: 

"We have come together at this time to pay fitting tribute to the 
memory of our deceased friend. 

"For many years he had been in the public service. He had at
tained great influence with all with whom he was associated. His 
services to the State have left their impress on much important le~is
lation, and our laws are better for his having had a part in frammg 
them. 

"At some future time I assume appropriate services will be held 
by the House of Representatives, which will emphasize and com
memorate the value of his public service. However, these services 
must be to some extent different. 

" While we, as his neighbors, appreciate his great service as a public 
servant, we think of him more as a friend and familiar figure in our 
midst, who bas suddenly been removed by death. It is most fitting 
that we should meet here to-night to give expression of his worth, not 
only as a public official but as a friend whom we loved and whose 
death we mourn." 

Dr. F. L. Dewey gave the following tribute of appreciation of Mr. 
MERRITT: 

"Mr. Chairman, friends, and neighbors: 
"We are gathered here . to-night to express our sincere and honest 

sorrow over the demise of Ron. EDWIN A. MERRITT, Jr., Repre· 
sentative of this district in Congress. To each and every one of us 
his death brings a sense of personal loss. Long and serious as had 
been his illness, the announcement that his spirit had taken its tl.ight 
and passed on over the Great Divide came as a surprise and a 
shock. 

"To me be had always been 'Big ED. MERRITT/ tireless, undaunted, 
and invincible. Born in the foothills of our own Adirondacks, 
passing his boyhood life in Potsdam, be was a simple, plain north
country gentleman. Completing his course in our normal school, 
which owes its existence to the efforts of his father, he passed on to 
Yale University. Graduating there in due course he supplemented 
his school and university training by travel abroad and efficient and 
successful work in the consular service. 

" I first met ED. MERRITT in the fall of 1885. He impressed me 
then as a great big whole-souled fellow. We read law together in 
the offices of John G. Mcintyre, and the association there formed led 
to a lifelong friendship. With his training and inherited tendencies 
it was natural that be should early turn his attention to the field of 
politics. His ability and fitness for public service were soon t·ecog
nized, and once given an opportunity to prove his worth, his con
stituents never consented to his return to private life. 

"Eo. MERRITT was an educated and cultivated man. It will sur· 
prise many of his friends to know that during his long illness he 
passed many hours in reading the classics. Nothing gave him greater 
pleasure than to read or to recite a favorite passage to his friends 
who came to call upon blm. Yet be spent his life largely amon~ men 
and affairs. Never posin~ as an orator, he was never a • victim of 
words nor a phrasesmitb. Never, as an editorial in the New York 
Sun read, was be afflicted with the 'pen and mouth disease.' He was 
simple and direct in tbongbt and action; frank, truthful, and free 
from cowardice. Naturally, be had an unconscious courage. He was 
an excellent judge of men and measures, and never had I known· a 
man in this State who, In the halls of le~lslation ot· in th,e marts of 
trade, won a larger or more loyal following. 'l'he attendance at his 
funeral bore silent testimony to this. 

" Stl'enuous at times . as were his political ·contests they never left 
bitterness or revengeful feelings -with hin1. He was always charitable 
to all, and many a poot· soldier or a bereft widow to-day will miss the 
efforts which Eo. MERRITT was wont to put forth in their behalf. Not 
always understoQd or appreciated by his own townsmen, amon~ all the 
multitudes who knew him in boyhood and in manhood, in private and 
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in public Il!e, not one . can recall a mean, vindictive, or deceitful word. 
Sincere in his beliefs, faithful to his convictions, steadfast in his 
friendships, he was loyal to every cause he espoused. His life bas 
made many men happier, his example will make many better, and his 
service to his constituency and to this State will endure so long as our 
north country shall last." 

Bon. Edward A.. Everett, being called upon by the Chair, responded 
as follows: 

" Mr. Chairman and ~ntlemen, putting our thoughts in language 
that will properly express our feelings toward a departed friend is in
deed a hard task. I first became acquainted with ED. MERRITT about 
35 years ago, from an accidental meeting while enjoying an outing in 
the woods on Raquette River, and our relationship ripened into a friend
ship that was mutually enjoyed. He was of the type of manhood that 
brightened with use and there was always something that linked us 
closer together after each meeting. We were interested in the business 
affairs of each other, not as actual business partners, but from a true 
feeling of a desire to help each other. It has been truly said that char
acter is not made in a day; neither is it possible for one to become ac
quainted with character that is worth while in a short period of time. 
The individuals who stand out in prominence the world over are the 
ones whose honesty and simplicity first attract you and whose gigantic 
ability to perform the tasks afterwards impresses you. Words of praise 
can be used in the description of anybody who has ceased to exist, but 
truthful words describing a character that had to do with all of the 
different phases of human nature and came through without a scar is 
indeed the exception. This, however, I 'can truthfully sar concerning 
our departed friend · and fellow townsman, ' ED. MERRITT. His ambi
tion may have mapped out a task that his early departure left uncom
pleted, but the honesty of purpose in every day's transaction is well 
defined in the course of his everyday life, and I sincerely offer him the 
following tribute: · 

" Here is to ED. MERRITT, born in this world of trouble and care ; 
dies, and he goes, he knows not where, but he was a thoroughbred 
here and he will be a thoroughbred there." 

Mr. Harry M. Ingram made the following remarks: 
"Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, it is difficult for me to talk upon 

this occasion. · I can not properly give expression to my feelings. I 
must be content with stating some personal facts. Had Congressman 
MERRITT lived until the 1st day of January next I would have been 
associated with him as his partner in the practice of law for six 
years. Except for the fact that Mr. MERRITT, then a member of the 
assembly, had asked me to come to Potsdam and form a law partner
ship, I would probably be practicing in another part of the State at 
this time. He wanted to maintain a law office. · He told me it was a 
desire which- be had long entertained, and in the expectation of its 
fulfillment he had kept together the old Dart & Erwin and the Tap
. pan law libraries. I went to Potsdam and looked over the library and 
met some of the people of the village. Fina.lly I made up my mind to 
locate here. and I did so. Our law firm dated from January 1, 1909. 
During the years we were together I learned to know Mr. MERRITT as I 
had never known him before. I came to realize more than · ever his 
great broadness of mind, the vastness of his intellect, and above all: 
perhaps, the extraordinary kindliness and warmth of his most upusuru. 
.personality. I shall always prize the· recollections of my friendship 
with him. I feel that under the circumstances I can never regret that 
I came to Potsdam as I did. 

" It was perhaps my fortune to have seen Mr. MERRITT in the per
formance of his duties at Albany more than any other person here 
to-night. I know the great subjects and works of importance to the 
people of the State with which he labored during the years, and par
ticularly the latter years of his _service in the assembly. He was 
regarded as the leader not only of the assembly, but, by many, the 
leader of the legislature. Often I have felt that the people of his 
home county did not at all appreciate the prominence of their repre
sentative in the legislature. I had this same feeling regarding the late 
Senator Malby. Malby and MERRITT were indeed a strong and power
ful combination of representatives for any county to have in the State 
legislature at the same time. No wonder the county of St. Lawrence 
became so widely known in political and State affairs. These men had 

,an unusual State-wide acquaintance. Their suggestions, advice, and 
counsel were sought and heeded. 

"When Congressman Malby passed suddenly away, St. Lawrence 
County and the whole north country felt keenly its great loss, but was 
comforted in a measure in the thought that Mr. MERRITT remained. 
In the death of Mr. MERRITT, so soon after, we will feel more than 
ever the loss of Mr. Malby, and now that both are gone we have 
'indeed much reason to mourn. It requires years of time for a county 
to prepare for public life two such men as these, strong men, influ
ential legislators, representative citizens. 

" Mr. MERRITT made a wonderful fight for life. He wanted so much 
to enter upon the public service again. His plans were all made for 
the future. We can rejoice in the fact that such a man, stricken 
down largely because of overwork in the service of the people was 
permitted to end his days still in the service. His vast plurality at 
the November election and the great tribute rendered him at his 
funeral are worthy testimonials of the general and sincere esteem in 
which Con~ressman MERRITT was held by the voters of his congres
sional distnct and his associates in public life." 

Mr. John L. Brown spoke as follows: . 
"Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I knew Mr. MERRITT very well and 

counted him one of my best friends. During his stay in Albany I had 
occasion to write him several times. Some of my letters were on 
matters that seemed to me quite small, and I am sure must have seemed 
to him very small and trivial, but I always received a prompt reply. 
Several of these replies I prized very highly, as they were not cold, ex
pressionless, typewritten letters, dictated by "E. A. M.," but were per
sonal pen written letters that make one feel that in the writer he had 
a friend worth while. 

"In the passing of Mr. MERRITT I know I have lost, and I believe we 
all have lost, a bi~-hearted, loyal, personal friend." 

Mr. Sylvester Nicolette spoke as follows: · 
" Mr. Chairman, I met Mr. MERRITT and began to work for him 

many- years ago. He was always my good friend. I had many business 
dealings with him, and my contracts were for many thousand dollars 
in labor and construction ·work. Always I found him fair in settlement 
and in adjusting any questions which _might arise. I can say the same 
also of Mr. Tappan, who was his partner in the work at Hannawa Falls. 
We never had any difficulties about our work. It was a great pleasure 
to work for such men as these. They always treated me squarely 
and paid me every cent owing to me for all the work I did for them. 
lJ'rom my dealings with -Mr. MERRITT T can say· of him that he was the 
most honest man I ever knew." 
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Remarks were also made by Mr. John Pert, president of the village 
of Potsdam, Mr. F. L. Cubley, Dr. F. T. Swan, Mr. C. E. Haywood, 
and Mr. E. M. Perkins. 

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE BAR OF POTSDAM OY 
' . DECEMBER 7, 1914, 

Resolved, That the members of the bar of Potsdam feel deep sorrow 
at the untimely death of Bon. EDWIN A. MERRITT, Jr. That they; 
have long felt pride in his ability and power. 

That they appreciate the value of his many services and deeply de
plore his loss. They realize that he has left a void that can not well 
be filled. . . . 

The many public capacities in which he has acted are too well known 
to need enumeration here, and in all of them he has reflected credit 
and honor upon this comm~nity as well as upon the State. . 

Resolved, That we extend our deepest sympathy to his bereaved 
family. 

L. E. wAD LEIGH, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Wr.~. H. McCoRMICK, 
Sec-retary, 

LEAVE TO PRINT. 

Mr. OALDER. Mr. Speaker, as there are several Members of 
the House who desired to take part in these memorial pro
ceedings, who are unable to be present to-day, I ask unanimous 
consent that all Members of the House who desire to do so 
have leave to print. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If there be no objection, 
·unanimous consent will be given to print remarks appropriate 
to the occasion. .' · . 

There was no objection. 
ADJOURNMENT. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to the resolution 
heretofore R.dopted, and as a further tribute to the memory of 
the deceased, the House will now adjourn. 

Accordingly (at 2 o'clock and 15 minutes p. m.) the House 
adjourned until Monday, February 8, 1915, at 11 o'clock a.m. 

SENATE . 
~foNDAY, February 8, 1915. 

·(Legislative day of Friday, February 5, 1915.) 

The Senate reassembled at 12 o'clock noon, on the expira
tion of the recess. 

RESOLUTIONS OF MISSOURI LEGISLATURE. 

Mr. STONE. Mr. President, I desire to present two resolu
tions of the General Assembly of Missouri, one of which I ask 
may be read and that the other, which is almost if not exactly 
similar, be inserted in the RECORD. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objection? 
Mr. SMOOT. Before that is done, I suggest the absence of a 

quorum. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will call the roll. 
The Secretary ca.lleg the roll, and the following Senators an~ 

swered to their names : 
Ashurst Fletcher Nelson 
Bankhead Gallinger Newlands 
Borah Golf Norris 
Brady Gore O'Gorman 
Brandegee Gronna Oliver 
Bristow Hitchcock Overman 
Bryan Hollis Owen 
Burleigh Hughes Page 
Burton James Penrose 
Camden Johnson Perkins 
Catron Jones Pittman 
Chamberlain Kenyon Poindexter 
Chilton Kern Ransdell 
Clapp La Follette Reed 
Clark, Wyo. Lane Robinson 
Clarke, Ark. Lea, Tenn. Root 
Colt Lippitt Shafroth 
Culberson Lodge Sheppard 
Cummins . McCumber Sherman 
Dillingham McLean Shields 
du Pont Martin, Va. Shively 
Fall Martine, N.J. Simmons 

Smith, Ariz. 
Smith, Ga. 
Smith, Mich .. 
Smith, S.C. 
Smoot 
Stephenson 
Sterling 
Stone 
Sutherland 
Swanson 
'l'homas 
Thornton 
Townsend 
Vardaman 
Walsh 
Warren 
Weeks 
White 
Williams 
Works 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Eighty-six Senators have answered 
to the roll call. There is a ·quorum present. The Senator from 
Missouri asks unanimous consent for the reading of a resolu
tion. Is there objection? The Chair hears none, and the Secre
tary will read as requested. 
Th~ Secretary read as ·follows: 

[Telegram.] 

Hon. WILLiAM J. STONE, 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo., February, ,f, 1915, 

United States Senate, Washington, D. C.: 
I am instructed by the senate to inform you that they have this 

.day adopted the following ·resolution: 
"Whereas there is now pending in · the Congress of the United States 

a bill which has for its object the establishment of a merchant 
marine; and 
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