2017

1898. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE.
: ion as the structure of ent | eign influence is one of the most baneful foes of Tepublican goy-
Sives Taros Sy publle ptnaon, it i cesential that public opinion | erament. Bab that jealousy, to bo usefal, must be npartial, slse

shonld be enlightened. ! ;

As a very important source of strength and security, cherish
public credit. e mnethod of preserving it is to use it as sparingly
as possible, avoiding occasions of expense by cultivating , but
remembering also that fimely disbursements to prepare gor danger
fmqjl;xintly prevent much greater disbursements to repel it; avoid-
ing likewise the accumulation of debt, not only by shunning occa-
sions of expense, but by vigorous exertions in time of peace to
discharge the debts which unavoidable wars have occasioned, not
ungenerously throwing nupon posterity the burthen which we our-
selves ought to bear. The execution of these maxims belongs
to your Representatives; but if is necessary that public o};rimon
should cooperate. To facilitate to them the performance of their
duty it is essential that you shounld practically bear in mind that
toward the payment of debts there must be revenue; that to have
revenue there must be taxes; that no taxes can be devised which
are not more or less inconvenient and unpleasant; that theintrin-
sic embarrassment inseparable from the selection of the proper
objects (which is always a choice of difficulties) ought to be a
decisive motive for a candid construction of the conduct of the
Government in making it, and for a spirit of acquiescence in the
measures for obtaining revenue which the public exigencies may

_ at any time dictate. ]

Observe good faith and justice toward all nations. Cultivate

e and harmony with all, Religion and morality enjoin this
conduct. And can it be that good policy does not equally enjoin
it? It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, and at no distant
period a great nation to give to mankind the magnanimous and
too novel example of a people alwaysguided by an exalted justice
and benevolence. Who can doubt that in the course of time and
things the fruits of such a plan would richly repay any temporary
advantages which might be lost by a steady adherence o it? Can
it be that Providence has not connected the permanent felicity of
. & nation with its virtue? The experiment, at least, is recom-
mended by every sentiment which ennobles human nature. Alas!
is it rendered impossible by its vices?

In the execution of such a plan nothing is more essential than
that permanent, inveterate antipathies against particular nations
and passionate attachments for others should be excluded, and
that in place of them just and amicable feelings toward allshould
be cultivated. The nation which indulges toward another an
habitual hatred or an habitual fondness is in some degree a slave.
It is a slave to its animosity or to its affection, either of which is
sufficient to lead it astray from its duty and its interest. Antip-
athy in one nation against another disposes each more readily to
offer insult and injury, to lay hold of slight causes of umbrage,
and to be haughty and intractable when accidental or trifling
occasions of dispute occur.

Hence frequent collisions, obstinate, envenomed, and bloody
contests, The nation prompted by ill will and resentment some-
times impels to war the government contrary to the best calcula-
tions of policy. The government sometimes participates in the
national propensity, and adopts through passion what reason
would reject. At other timesit makes the animosity of the nation
snbservient to projects of hostility, instigated by pride, ambition,
and other sinister and pernicious motives. The peace often, some-
times perhaps the liberty, of nations has been the victim.

So, likewise, a passionate attachment of one nation for another
groducea a varieﬁr of evils. Sympathy for the favorite nation,

acilitating the illusion of an imaginary common interest in cases

where no real common interest exists, and infusing into one the
enmities of the other, betrays the former into a participation in
the quarrels and wars of the latter without uate inducement
or justification. Itleads alsoto concessions to the favoritenation
of privil denied to others, which is apt doubly to injure the
nation making the concessions by unnecessaril ing with what
ought to have been retained, and by exciting jealousy, ill will, and
a disposition fo retaliate in the parties from whom equal privi
are withheld; and it gives to ambitious, corrupted, or deluded citi-
zens (who devote themselves to the favorite nation) facility to
geaii:ray or sat{i:riﬁce the ix_:thterests ﬁfﬁ thei;ﬂ?_ﬁ?g oo]:g}:itr without-
um, sometimes even with po - wi e appear-
ances of a virtuous sense of obh%%ﬁoxfy a commendable deference
for Eﬂt}xlblic opinion or a laundable zeal for public good the base or
foolish compliances of ambition, corruption, or infatuation.

As avenues fo foreign influence in innumerable ways, such at-
tachments are particularly alarming to the truly enlightened and
independent patriot. How many opportunities do they afford to
tamper with domestic factions, to practice the arts of seduction
to mislead public opinion, to influence or awe the public councils!
Such an attachment of a small or weak toward a great and power-
ful nation dooms the former to be the satellite of the latter,
A.%?.inst the insidions wiles of foreign influence (I conjure you to
believe me, fellow-citizens) the jealousy of a free e ought to
be constantly awake, since history and experience prove that for-
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it becomes the instrument of the very influence to be avoided, in-
stead of a defense against it. Excessive partiality for one foreign
nation and excessive dislike of another caunse those whom they
actuate to see er only on one gide, and serve to veil and even
second the arts of influence on the other. Realmgiots who ma;
resist the intrigues of the favorite are liable to me beg
and odious, while its tools and dupes usurp the applause and con-
fidence of the peopls to surrender their interests.

The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foﬂmﬁms is,
in extending our commercial relations, to have with as little
political connection aspossible. So far as we have already formed
f&g&g&;ﬂ&nt&, let them be fulfilled with perfect good faith, Here

us stop.

Europe has a set of primary interests which to us have none or
a very remote relation. Hence she must be engaged in frequent
controversies, the causes of which are essentially foreign to our
concerns. Hence, therefore, it must be unwise in us to implicate
ourselves by artificial ties in the ordinm-{ vicissitudes of her poli-
tics or the ordinary combinations and collisions of her friendships
or enmities.

Our detached and distant situation invites and enables us to pur-
sue a different course. If we remain one people, under an efficient
government, the period is not far off when we may defy material
injury from external annoyance; when we may such an atti-
tude aswill cause the neutrality we may at any time resolve upon
to be scrupulously respected; when belﬁ'.gvrent nations, under the
im&)omibﬂlty of making acquisitions upon us, will not legally haz-
ard the giving us provocation; when we may choose peace or war,
as our interest, guided by justice, shall counsel.

y forego the advantages of so pec a situation

Why £ the advantages of uliar a situation?
quit our own to stand upon foreign ground? Why, by inter-
weaving our destiny with that of any of Europe, entangle
our peace and perity in the toils of ambition, rival-
ship, interest, humor, or caprice?

It is our true cy to steer clear of ent alliances with
any portion of the foreign world, so far, I mean, as we are now af
liberty todoit; for let me not be understood as capable of patron-
izing infidelity toexisting engagements. Ihold the maxim noless
ag};licable to public than to private affairs that honesty is always
the best policy. I repeat, therefore, let those engagements be o
served in their genuine sense. But in my opinion itis unnecessary
and would be unwise to extend them,

Taking care always to keep ourselves by suitable establishments
ona table defensive ure, we may safely trust to tem-
porary alliances for extraordinary emergencies.

Harmony, liberal intercourse with all nations are recommended
by policy, humanity, and interest. But even our commercial
policy should hold an equal and im hand, neither seeking
nor grsntnﬁ exclusive favors or preferences; consulting the natu-
ral course of things; diffusing and diversifying by gentle means
the streams of commerce, but forcing no ; establishing with
powers so di ,in order to give trade a stable course, to define
the rights of our merchants, and to enable the Government to
support them, conventional rules of intercourse, the best that
present circumstances and mutual opinion will permit, but tem-

and liable to be from time fo time abandoned or varied as
experience and circumstances shall dictate; constantly keeping in
view that if is fo'[lg in one nation fo look for disinterested favors
from another; that if must pay with a portion of its independence
for whatever it may accept under that character; that by such
acceptance it may place itself in the condition of having given
equivalents for nominal favors, and Et of being reproached with
ingratitude for not giving more. ere can be no greater error
than to expect or calculate upon real favors from nation to nation.
It is an illusion which experience must cure, which a just pride
ought to discard.

n offering to you, my countrymen, these counsels of an old and
affectionate friend I dare not hope they will make the strong and
lasting impression I could wish—that they will control the usual
current of the passions or prevent our nation from running the
course which has hitherto marked the destiny of nations. But if
I may even flatter myself that they may be productive of some

ial benefit, some occasional good—that they may now and

en recur to moderate the fury of party spirit, to warn against
the mischiefs of foreign intrigue, to guard against the impostures
of pretended patriotism—this hope will be a full recompense for
the solicitude for your welfare by which they have been dictated.

How far in the di char%emof my official duties I have been guided
by the principles which have been delineated the public records
and other evidences of my conduct must witness to you and to the
world. To myself, the assurance of my own conscience is that I
have at least believed myself to be gnided by them.

In relation to the still subsisting war in Europe my proclama-
tion of the 224 of April, 1793, is the index to my plan. ﬁnctioned
by your approving voice, and by that of your representatives in
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both Houses of Congress, the t of that measure has continu-
ally governed me, uninfluenced by any attempts to deter or divert
me from it.

After deliberate examination, with the aid of the best lights I
could obtain, I was well satisfied that our country, under all the
circumstances of the case, had a right to take, and was bound in
duty and interest to take, a neutral position. Having taken it, I
determined as far as shonld depend upon me, to maintain it with
moderation, perseverance, and firmness.

The considerations which respect the right to hold this conduct
it is not necessary on this occasion to detail. I will only observe
that, according to my understanding of the matter, that right, so
far from being denied by any of the belligerent powers, has been
virtually admitted by

The duty of holding a neuntral conduct may be inferred, without
anything more, from the obligation which justice and humanity
impose on every nation, in cases in which it is free to act, to main-
'finin inviolate the relations of peace and amity toward other na-

ons.

The inducements of interest for observing that conduct will best
be referred to your own reflections and experience. With me a
predominant motive has been to endeavor to gain time to our
country to settle and mature its yet recent institutions, and to
progress without interruption to that degree of strength and con-
gistency which is necessary to give it, humanly speaking, the com-
mand of its own fortunes. A -

Though in reviewing the incidents of my Administration I am
unconscious of intentional error, I am nevertheless too sensible of
my defects not to think it probable that I may have committed
many errors. Whatever they may be, I fervently beseech the
Almighty to avert or mitigate the evils to which they may tend.
I sgﬁ carrg with me the hope that my country will never
cease to view them with indulgence, and that, after forty-five

of my life dedicated to its service with an upright zeal, the
aults of incompetent ablilities will be consigned to oblivion, as
myself must soon be to the mansions of rest.
lying on its kindness in this as in other things, and actnated
by that fervent love toward it which is so natural to a man who
?'st in it the native soil of himself and his progenitors for several
generations, I anticipate with Sleasiug expectation that retreat in
which I promise myself to realize without alloy the sweet enjoy-
ment of parf:ak:iniin the midst of my fellow-citizens the benign
influence of good laws under a free government—the ever-favorite
object of my heart, and the happy reward, as I trust, of our mu-
tual cares, Kabors, and dangers.
Go: WASHINGTON.

UNITED STATES, September 19, 1796.
ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr, President, in accordance with the notice
I gave yesterday, I ask unanimous consent that the Senate pro-
ceed to the consideration of the bill (8. 2646) to aunthorize two
additional regiments of artillery.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Connecticut asks
unanimous consent for the present consideration of the bill named
by him. Is there objection?

Mr. MORGAN. I think we should proceed with the order of
business naturally occurring to-day as at any other time. Iask
the Senator from Connecticut to allow me to offer a resolution
for consideration before we proceed with his bill?

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Connecticut
withdraw his request, so that morning business may be received?

Mr. HAWLEY. For morning business or for one resolution?
Mr. MORGAN. For one resolution and for morning business.
Mr. HAWLEY. I have no objection, though I shall be anxious

to proceed with the consideration of the bill I have named after
that is disposed of. I yield for the present.
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON WAR SHIP,

Mr. MORGAN. I offer the resolution which I send to the desk,
and ask for its ﬁresent consideration. - ;

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be read.

The Secretary read as follows:

Resolved, That the Committes on Naval Affairs is instructed to inquire
and report whether a man-of-war, equal, at least, to any war ship in the
world, to be named The George Washington, can be built, armed, and com-
missioned within the period of twelve months by the use of the facilities of
the shipyards, machine shops, mines, and forests of the United States, wher-
ever the same are found; and that the committee have leave to report at any
time by bill or otherwise.

The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and
agreed to.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE.

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. H.
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed
the following bills: B ]

A bill (S. 126) granting an increase of pension to Henry B.
Conway;

A bill (8. 152) to increase the
A bill (8. 182)
A bill (8. 225)

;] pension of Esther Brown;
ting a l)ensmn to Hiram H. Palmer;
gor the relief of the Newberry College, New-

e L4
~ A bill (8, 482) to increase the pension of Margaret Custer Cal-
oun; ‘

A bill (8. 485) granting a pension to Mrs. Martha Frank;

A bill (8. 1826) granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Jane L.
Fag% widow of Col. John A. Fagg; and

A bill (8. 2377) granting a pension to Rachel Kern,

The message also announced that the House had passed, each
with an amendment, the following bills, in which it requested the
concurrence of the Senate:

A bill (8. 141) granting an increase of pension to Capt. John
W. Dodd; and

A bill (8. 504) granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Christine
C. Barnard.

The message further announced that the House had passed, with
amendments, the bill (8. 1603) for the relief of Charles A. ﬁ‘azro,
in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate.

The message also announced that the House had passed the fol-
lowing bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate:

A bill éH. R. 92) granting a pension to Auguste Whitmer;

A bill (H. R. 1387) for the relief of Annie Saffell;

A bill (H. R. 164) granting an increase of pension to John P,

omas;

A bill (H. R. 314) for the relief of William H. King;

A bill (H. R. 639) increasing the pension of Charles B. Eades,
Hopkinsville, Ky.;

A bill (H. R. 820) for the relief of Charles Winters, a quarter-
master, United States Navy;

A bill (H. R. 1387) to increase the pension of Victor Beau-
boucher;

A bill (H. R. 1802) increasing the pension of Mary E. Wallick;

A bill (H. R. 1803) for the relief of Joseph P. Patton;

A bill (H. R. 1852) removing the charge of desertion from the
naval record of Patrick Naddy;

A bill (H. R. 1957) to increase the pension of William P.

Cooper;
A%fill (H. R.

2015) granting a pension to Elizabeth Lane;
A bill (H. R. La

2078) to pension Laura E. Davenport;
A bill (H. R. 2307) to correct the naval history of John C. Dull;
A bill (H. R. 2506) granting a pension to Martha E. Graves;
A bill (H. R. 3184) granting an increase of pension to James H.
Blakeman;
M%l bill (H. R. 3212) granting an increase of pension to Barbara
iller;
A bill (H. R. 3209) granting a pension to Ellen Day, stepmother
of Albert L. Day; 2 i
A bill (H. R. 4122) to correct the naval record of John Hurley;
A bill (H. R. 4193) ﬁranting a pension to Eliza Houghton,
daug‘?tar of N. E. Houghton, a soldier of the Indian war, 1862;
A bill (H. R. 5083) granting a pension to Thomas Lane;
A bill (H. R. 6211) granting an increase of pension to Isabella
G. Daniels, widow of Milton T. Daniels; and
; Abl?il] (H. R. 6359) to quiet land titles in the District of Co-
umbia,

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

Mr. PLATT of New York. I present two important petitions,
one from sundry iron ship builders of New York Cil?' praying for
the construction of a steel dry dock at the port of New York, and
the other from sundry steamship owners, ship owners, and other
business firms of New York City, in favor of the erection of a steel
floating dry dock at that port. I move that the petitions be re-
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. MILLS presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian Tem-
perance Union of Palestine, Tex., praying for the enactment of
legislation to prohibit kinetoscope reproductions of pugilistic en-
counters in the District of Columbia and the Territories; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. SEWELL presented a petition of the congregation of the
Methodist Episcmival Church of Haddonfield, N. J., prayiniafor
the enactment of ws

by providing that cigarettes imported in original pa on en-
tering any State shall become subject to its laws; which was
referred to the Committee on Interstate Commerce.

He also presented petitions of the Woman'’s Christian Temper-
ance Union of Moorestown; of the congregation of the Methodist
Episcopal Church of Tuckerton; of the Woman's Christian Tem-

rance Union of Tuckerton, and of the congregation of the

byterian Church of Tuckerton, all in the State of New Jersey,
praying for the enactment of legislation to raise the age of pro-
tection for girls to 18 years in the District of Columbia and the
Territories; which were ordered to lie on the table.

egislation to protect State anﬁ-cll'garetbe
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He also presented petitions of the Woman’s Christian Temper-
ance Union of Tuckerton; of the congregation of the Presbyte-
Church of Tuckerton; of the congregation of the Presby-
ian Church of Daretown, and of the congregation of the
Methodist Episcopal Church of Tuckerton, all in the State of New
'Jersey, praying for the enactment of legislation to prohibit the
‘sale of intoxicating liquors in all Government buildings; which
were referred to the Committee on Public Bnildings and Grounds.
He also presented petitions of the Woman’s Christian Temper-
ance Union of Tuckerton, of the congregation of the Methodist
Episcopal Church of Tuci(erton, and of the congregation of the
‘Presbyterian Church of Tuckerton, all in the State of New Jer-
sey, praying for the enactment of legislation to prohibit the inter-
‘state transmission of lottery messages and other gamblintimatter
by telegraph; which were referred to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

Mr, HOAR presented petitions of the Christian Endeavor Society
~of the Shawmnt Congregational Church of Boston, of the Young
People's Christian Union of Warren, and of the Hampden County
Woman's Christian Temperance Union, all in the State of Massa-
chusetts, praying for the enactment of legislation to prohibit the
sale of intoxicating liquors in all Government buildings; which
‘were referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.

He also presented a petition of the Hampden County Woman’s
Christian Temperance Union of Massachusetts, praying for the
enactment of a Sunday-rest law for the District of Columbia;
which was referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia.

Mr. MORRILL presented petitionsof the Young People’s Chris-
tian Union of Hartland, Vt.; of the congregations of the Mount
Vernon Place Methodist Episcopal Church South, of the New York
Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church, of the Grace Methodist Epis-
‘copal Church, of the McKendree Methodist Episcopal Church, of
the Gorsuch Methodist Episcopal Church, of the Metropolitan Ba,
tist Church, of the Eastern Presbyterian Church, and of the Wash-
ington District Epworth League, all in the city of Washington,
praying for the enactment of legislation to prohibit the sale of
intoxicating liguors in all Government buildings; which were re-
ferred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.

Mr. GEAR presented a memorial of members of the sophomore
class of the State University of Iowa, remonstrating against the
passageof Senate bill No. 1063, for the further prevention of cruelty
to animals in the District of Columbia; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

He also presented a petition of the Friday Club of Jefferson,
Iowa, praying for the enactment of legislation to prohibit the sale
~of intoxicating liquors in all Government buildings; which was
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.

He also presented a memorial of the Twenty-seventh General
Assembly of the State of Iowa, remonstrating against the passage
of the so-called pooling bill; which was referred to the Committee
on Interstate Commerce. 1

Mr, McBRIDE presented a memorial of 45 citizens of Roseburg,
Oreg., remonstrating against the enactment of a general bank-
ruﬁtcy law; which was ordered to lie on the table.

r. COCKRELL presented a ;Etitionof the Hoffman Woman'’s
Christian Temperance Union of Kansas City, Mo., and a petition
of the congregation of the Bales Avenue Baptist Church of Kan-
sas City, Mo., praying for the enactment of legislation to prohibit
the sale of intoxicating liguors in all Government buildings;
which were referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and
Grounds.

Mr. PASCO presented a petition of Local Union No. 29, Ci%ar
Makers' International Union, of Jacksonville, Fla., praying for
the enactment of legislation to J)rovide for the protection of free
labor and to limit the hours of daily labor to eight hours a day;
which was referred to the Committee on Education and Labor.

Mr. ELKINS presented petitions of 103 members of the Presby-
terian congregation of Grafton, of 350 members of the congrega-
tion of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Grafton, of 275 mem-
bers of the congregation of the Lutheran Church of Grafton, and
of 200 members of the congregation of the Union Baptist Church
of West Grafton, all in the State of West Virginia, praying for
the enactment of legislation to prohibit the BSB of intoxicating
‘liguors in all Government buildings; which were referred to the
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.

REPORT OF A COMMITTEE.

Mr. THURSTON, from the Select Committee on International
Expositions, to whom was referred the joint resolution (S. R. 108)
for the provision of a commission to supervise the collection of a
fund among all the schools and colleges of the United States for
the pu e of erectinia monument to General Lafayette in the
cit§ of Paris, France, the same to be presented to the (overnment
-of France and unveiled and dedicated on the 4th day of July, in
the year 1900, reported it with amendments,

BILLS INTRODUCED,

Mr, GEAR introduced a bill (8. 8873) to authorize the reloca-
tion and rebuilding of a pontoon bridge across the Mississippi
River at Prairie du Chien, Wis.; which was read twice by i
title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce.

Mr. JONES of Arkansas introduced a bill (S. 8874) for the re-
lief of the trustees of the Presbyterian Church,of Dardanelle,
Yell County, Ark.; which was read twice by its title, and referred
to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. ELKINS introduced the following bills; which were sever-
ally read twice by their titles, and referred to the Committee on
Pensions:

A bill (8. 3875) granting a pension to James W. Wentz;

A bill (S. 8876) granting a pension to Rachel E. Newell, of

C‘ha.;i'el, . Va.;
A bill (S. 3877) to
e %magé) At to F. M. Davidson, 1

ill (S. nting a pension to F. M. Davidson, late pri-
vate Com%.\any G, ﬁ:ﬂ \ﬁ'est Virginia Volunteer Infantry; e

A bill (8. 8879) granting a pension to Abner Robinson, of Sardis,
Harrison County, W. Va.;

A bill (8. 3880) granting a pension to S. C. Loomis;

A bill (S. 3881) granting a pension to James Whitney;

A bill (8. 3882) granting a pension to Sarah J. Pugh; and

A bill (8. 3883) granting a pension to David M. Wentz.

Mr. ELKINS introduced the following bills; which were sev-
&ra{ly read twice by their titles, and referred to the Committee on

aims:

A bill (8. 3884) for the relief of George F. Anderson, of Jeffer-
son Countg, W. Va.;

A bill (8. 8885) for the relief of G. W. Ratleff; and

A bill (S. 3888) for relief of John Harkins.

Mr. ELKINS introduced the following bills; which were sev-
erally read twice by their titles, and referred to the Committee on
Military Affairs:

A Dbill (8. 8887) for the relief of John Murphey, Second West
Virginia av;ég: and

A bill (8. ) for the relief of Maramon A. Martin, late pri-
&be oéfompany A, Sixth Regiment of West Virginia Volunteer

antry.

Mr. HANNA introduced a bill (S. 8889) granting a pension to
Mrs. Weltha Post Leggett; which was read twice by its title, and
referred to the Committee on Pensions.

Mr. PETTUS introduced a bill (S. 8800) to grant lands to the
State of Alabama for the use of the Afﬁricultural and Mechanical
College of Alabama, for negroes, and the State Normal College, at
Florence, Ala.; which was read twice by its title, and referred to
the Committee on Public Lands.

Mr. SHOUP introduced a bill (8. 3891) to amend section 2824
of the Revised Statutes of the United States,relating to mining
claims; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the
Committee on Mines and Mining.

ADDITIONAL REGIMENTS OF ARTILLERY.

Mr. HAWLEY. Inow renew my request that the Senate pro-
ceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 2640,

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the
‘Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (S. 2640) to aunthorize two
additional regiments of artillery.

}&BH&W Y. There is an amendment proposed by the com-
mittee.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be stated.

The SECRETARY. In section 1,line 7, after the word ** ten,” the
Committee on Military Affairs report to insert the words ** the in-
crease to be exclusively for the artillery arm;” so as to make the
section read:

o total nuisator of atistod Soety (- the Ay of Pe Dr st and that
ing Indian scouts and the Hospital Corps, ain.ll be increased 1,610, the in-
crease to be exclusively for the artillery arm.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. HAWLEY. Under advice, I move to amend by striking
out section 4.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment submitted by the
Senator from Connecticut will be stated.

3 The SECRETARY. It is proposed to strike out section 4, as fol-
ows:

BEC. 4. That this act shall take y 3
laws in conflict with this act are hgri?; ggggn}eé.m BIFLAL Mwe: o Akt of

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. BATE. Mr. President, I think there is no more important
bill pending before the Senate than that which is now presented
for our consideration. I am a member of the Committee on Mili-
ta_r{lAﬁaxrs, I heard the bill discussed in that committee, and I
wish frankly to say that I opposed it there,

ant a pension to Andrew Carr, of Tanner,
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I do not rise now for the purpose of ma_kinpisany factious oppo-
sition to the bill, but it is one which I think is nof generally un-
derstood. I forone am against the increaseof the Regular Army,
and this bill means to increase it ‘lﬁ two regiments, entailing an
annual expense of nearly half a million dollars upon the Govern-
ment in its present unhagfl{eﬁnancial condition. The regiments

to be created wi in the artillery branch, at a cost of

,000 a year for each regiment. There are already, I believe,

two skeleton companies to each regiment of the five artillery regi-
ments we now have.

I do not see any absolute necessity for this p d increase.
It may be that war is imminent and that something should be
done, but I do not see it that way just now. I should not be slow
to take action with Senators if such a crisis as that should present
jtself. In the event of war I should be readfv and willing to do
whatever would be necessary in the way o ing men and
money to defend and maintain the honor and interest of the Gov-
ernment, but I do not wish to stand here in time of peace and
give my consent to an increase in the Regular Army without just
cause being shown for such increase.

If additional men are needed to man the coast s, very well;
after the $4,000,000 we have appropriated this session for that pur-
pose become available let it be done; but the question is ere
should those men come from? I insist that there are soldiers be-
1on§ng to the Regular Army who are now idle at various ts
in this country, and, for the time beinlg, are pmchcawlg idle, I
can name as many as a dozen of those places in the interior of the
country where the commands are nuseless. There are twenty-five
regiments of infantry besides cavalry in the Army, and I think it
‘proper that some of the enlisted men in some of those regiments
should be appropriated and utilized in the way proposed, without
an increase of the Army.

The policy heretofore has been, I believe, at least since the close
of our unhappy war, to decrease the Army. It has been thein-
variable course of the Government since the close of the war to
decrease and not increase the Army. It was first left at 54,000
after the war. That was the number retained for the proper pro-
tection of our country. Then it was made 45,000; then it was
lowedr:i. to 80,000; and finally to 25,000, at which number it now
stan

This bill seems to me to be a movement in the other direction
and to be the initiative which will result inincreasing the Army by
degrees. Two years hence we may be asked to increase it by two
more additional regiments for the same purpose, as the coast
defense is a big enterprise and will need more artillerymen to
man other guns when put in place.

I want to see the guns which have been and are to be erected
for the defense of our coasts properly manned, but I desire to see
the men who are to man them drawn from the lists of those
soldiers and officers who are now idle in various of the
country. That is the idea I have on the subject. I do not want
to t the proper manning of the gﬂ-uns, but I feel that we
should take the troops who are nowidle in the various camps and
barracks in the interior of the coun and detail them for this
service in that way, and not increase the Army, I am for keep-
ing the Army we now have up to the highest point of military
diﬂcipline and equipment and not increasing its strength in time
of peace.

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, I will say that the Army, as at

resent constituted, consists nominally of 25,000 men, but it has

every year steadily decreasing in proportion to our
tion. It is not one-half to-day what it was when the number was
first fixed at 25,000, when you consider the number of our people,
our resources, and the general necessities of the country.

In the second place, without entering upon many considera-
tions which occur to me, Congress has appropriated, within some
dozen years, for various p es relating to fortifications and
armament, including the gun plants at Watervliet, in New York,
and Watertown, in Massachusetts, etec., $31,000,000. isti
legislation, when it shall all have taken effect, will result in the
putting up of 527 guns, the contracts for which were made under
the liberal, generous, and patriotic appropriations which have been
made within two years. Those appropriations will result in the
placing upon our coasts under the contracts by the 1st of July 159
guns, of which 189 are of the larger caliber—magnificent guns,
built in accordance with the highest development of modern
gcience. In addition to those, 232 of the new, po + X1
steel mortars, making about 887 guns and mortars, will have been
placed upon our coast in the course of two years.

Mr. STEWART. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a ques-
tion right there?

Mr. WLEY. Yes.

Mr. STEWART. Has the Senator any estimate as to the num-
ber of men ired to man the guns we now have, of which he
has apoken?m%as he an estimate of the number required for that
special service?

Mr. HAWLEY. The War Department estimates that the 1,610

rifled | for them to know.

proyided for in this bill will be sufficient for the present. Many
of the are now ready.

Mr. STEWART. That does not include the men now ﬁ::cq:.lc»yegi
does it? How many are employed in the particular service

the 2
Mr. ﬁ Y. I cannot give the figures exactly. After
engineers abandon the emplacements and the ordnance oﬁi.cgﬁ
have put the guns up, the artillery and infantry men go away to
some other work. en the General of the Army sends a few
men there, who are really only caretakers, to see that the guns
are nof injured by malicious persons, to keep them cleanly, etc,
There ought to be by all means a body of men being trained to
the use of the guns. Those of you who have seen the modern
rifles, and especially those upon the wonderful disappearing car-
riages, for example, know that if is utterly useless to talk of put-
ting to the handling of those guns men entirely new. Each one
of them requires as much skill to handle as a good locomotive or

an ordjn:;zerniver steamer,
After ng all of these guns, it seems to me that it is very
late now to object to employi:g men to take care of them, to learn
to handle them, and to practice at intervals in firing them. I
have seen a good deal of rifle practice in this country.
to engage in a contest, six months or a year ahea
selves tosystematic practice upon the firing grounds. They meas-
ure in the apothecary’s scale every grain of powder, they weigh
all the bullets, and reject those which are above and those which
fall below a certain deviation from the proper weight. They keep
a record of the sunshine or clouds by the barometer, and note
every shot they make. So they come to be very skillful marks-
men. Now, we are expected to put men upon guns, upon which
we have to expend from five to six hundred dollars in a single dis-
charge, withont their ever having loaded a gun or having prac-
ticed at aiming it.

The report which the committee has submitted contains in the
appendix all the material statements, which show the absolute
necessity for the p e of this bill creating two additional regi-
ments of artillery. I do not think it is ne for me to argue
with the Senate that the bill is the simplest dictate of common
sense.

Mr. BATE. Mr. President, I merely want to say a word. Ido
not want to prevent the pro‘gg manning of these guns, but I insist
that it should be done in a different way. I am frank to say, sir,
that I did not know that this bill was coming up this morning or
1 should have prepared an amendment to it. y idea, however,
is that we should take the men necessary for this service from the

iments we already have in the Army. This could be done

en about
devote them-

without missing them in the infanfry and cavalry arms. For in-
stance, we should take some of the men who are stationed in Cali-
fornia at Presidio.

‘Wealready have some seacoast guns ready to mount there and
we are going to have more at Presidio. There are already six or
eight companies of infantry stationed there, who are doing noth-
ing outside of routine camiinduty. How easy it would be to take
those men who arealready in payof the Government to man those
guns, Iillustrate myidea in that way. Again, take, for instance,
the regiments stationed nearer here. Wehad a proposition pend-
ing before the Mili Committee last week in relation to enlarg-
ing Fort Thomas, in Kentucky. There are sixor eight companies
there. What are they doin%‘)?e Does anyone know what they are
doing, or why theéocan not be spared from there? And so with
the large force at Columbus, Ohio, and so on at many other places,
Why not utilize that force in the manning of those guns at com-
paratively no additional cost to the Government, instead of get-
1:11:11‘5 raw recruits at a cost of half a million dollars annually?

urthermore, Iinsist that the soldiers who are experienced, and
the educated and ienced officers we now have in the Army,
are in a better position to take charge of the seacoast guns than
would a raw recruit be who was without any military experience
whatever. Being a disciplined soldier, he would be more easily
tau%'ht how to handle those seacoast guns. I say it would be bet-
ter for the country if those men who are now in the camps, who
are educated and drilled soldiers, and accustomed to obedience,
and under skilled officers, should be assigned to this duty. I
would be better to select those men for such work than it would
be to recrmnit other persons from the outside, who are unaccus-
tomed to military life, and teach them that which is so essential
I say that the ado%)tion of this policy would
facilitate the object which the Senator from Connecticut seems to
have in view.

I think, therefore, sir, it would be economy to follow the course
I have indicated, and I believe it just and proper that it should be
done. It certainly would avoid the idea, which is objectionable
in this country of ours, and which ounght to be objectionable, that
we are by this bill increasing the Army of the United States, when
it has been the policy of the Government ever since the war to de-
crease it. The passage of the pending bill would be starting the
machinery in the other direction, and I oppose it.
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I think, Mr. President, the bill ought not to be E:'It through to-
day. I do notliketo offer anyfaci;imgﬁmiﬁm it; but atthe
same time I think it ought to be y considered, and Sena-
tors ought to have an opportunity to think over it, so that they
may know what they are doi.n% before we authorize the expendi-
ture of half a million dollars for an increase of the force, when
we have a sufficient force already under pay which can be utilized
for this work. That is practical, and that is my idea of what
should be done. !

Mr. HAWLEY. Just a word, Mr, President. This bill has
been before the Senate for more than a year, beginning in the last
Congress. The reports of the chiefs of the bureaus of the War
Department have been laid upon our desks twice since the subject
was taken up. Ido not think I can be reproached with urgin eﬁ
the bill with undue haste; on the contrary, I have reproach
myself that I have not pressed it much earlier. : .

iir. STEWART. Mr. President, the only question here is
whether we have the uisite number of soldiers and officers
who can be spared from their other duties to man the seacoast

There is a strong optposiﬁon in this country against in-
creasing the Regular Army, for the increase of the Army implies
too much. It implies with the le that we need an Army to
keep them in order, which we all know is not true. We should
not increase the Army in time of peace unless we have a distinct
object in view, which would relieve us from the suspicion that we
are increasing the Regular Army and that we are going to havea
larger Army in the country to keep thepeace, because large armies
to keep the peace gener J destroy liberty. They have done so
often, and itis very natural that the people should be very jealous
on that sabject. o e

Now we are admonished of the necessityof putting in condition
the defenses against foreign countries. ‘e find that we can not
negotiate treaties, we can not exercise the influence to which this
country is entitled in favor of human rights and free government,
without being in a condition of defense, and it is as necessary to
have soldiers and officers to man these s as it is to build the
guns. AllI want to be satisfied about is that it is necessary for
this particular service, and that it shall not imgly an increase of
the Army. If it is necessary for this service, and the men can not
be taken from any other service, I shall vote for the bill freely,
That is the point I want to get at.

Mr. HAWLEY. Well, Mr. President, there must be some pa-
triotism, some ability in our Army.

Mr. STEWART. There is.

Mr. HAWLEY. I do not think it is surpassed in proportion to
its numbers by any army in the world in those respects. Eve
solitary officer of the Army desires that this bill shall be passed.

Mr. COCKERELL. Mr. ident, I do not believe the reason
given by the distingnished Senator from Connecticut [Mr. HAw-
LEY], that the officers of the Army desire it, is any reason on earth
will_f this bill should be passed.

ere is exactly the situation. There is a fear, an apprehension
among the great masses of the le living upon the coasts of
our counfry that our large cities and places in an unfortified con-
dition would be in danger in case of a foreign war. I realize that
that is a real danger in their minds, but I do not apprehend any
such danger. That, however, has operated, and the Congress of
the United States has law after law for the fortification of
twenty-seven different points on the coasts of the United States.
The money has been expended; the works are being built; some
of them are completed. The Government of this country has ex-
pended large sums of money in the construction of the most im-
proved artillery in existence—cannon and guns—to man these for-
tifications and command them. Now, they are constructed; here
are the fortifications; here are the guns to go into them, and there
are no men to man the guns or to take care of the fortifications.

Now, what are you going to do? There is the question. I am
nnalterably opposed to an increase of the standing Army so far as
the infantry and cavalry are concerned, and no man has fought it
more persistently and consistently than I have upon the floor of
the Senate for the last fifteen or sixteen years, for it is fifteen or
sixteen years since the first bill was brought in here for the in-
crease of the Army generally, the infantry and the cavalry,

The question was bronght up here again. We have reazated it;
I have continuously resisted it ever since then; but these things
have gone on until the fortifications are built and the guns are
constructed. 'Whaf are you going to do with them? Place them
in fortifications and put some one there to take charge of them, or
let them lie in warehouses, and let the fortifications go to waste
and destruction and injury? If is a matter of necessity, and that
is the only reason why I, as a member of the Committee on Mili-
tary Affairs, consented that the bill should be reported to the Sen-

_ate for its consideration and action.

This bill as originally before the Senate was for an increase of
the infantry cavalry. That part has been abandoned, and
now it provides only for an increase of the artillery force, and for
the reason I have given.

Mr,. SEWELL. Mr, President, I will add only a word or two
to what the chairman of the committee has stated and to the
speech of the Senator from Missonri [Mr. COCKRELL].

There is an absolute necessity for more men to man these guns.
In the last three or four years and up to this time we have appro-
priated between thirty and f. million dollars, and we have in
the approgriatim bill this year about $9,000,000 for fortifying 27
posts on the east and west coasts of this country on a plan that
was well matured and adopted by Congress. The guns for these
fortifications are the heaviest and most expensive and of the latest
patterns that have been invented in the world. They are of deli-
cate mechanism and can not be handled by alot of farmers turned
in on them in ecase of a sudden attack. ey can not be handled
by infantrymen even.

1t will take a year from this day to educate the men whom we
admit into the service under the bill, if it becomes a law, so that
they can successfully fire one of these 10, 12, 14, or 16 inch guns,
We have five regiments of artillery for these thousands of miles
of coast, and the Department asks for but 1,600 men more, so
that the guns can have a mere minimum number of men to serve
them in case of necessity and to educate the men in the meantime

to their use.

_ By the time you get through, in three years, with the fortifica~
tion work we shall have expended a hun million dollars. Do
you want to leave the resmlt of that expenditure to rot and rust
and go down? This bill calls for about a half-million-dollar
increase to the agFropriations for the Army. It is not in any
sense an increase of the Army. It is an absolute necessity for the
care and protection of the prorferw for which we have appropri-
ated a;:.d expended money. That is the light in which to look
upon it.

Mr. BATE. Mr. President, we are told by the Senator from
New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL] who has just taken his seat that the
guns we have a.lreadinboughb will have ‘“to rot and rust.” One
of the very objects I have in view in making the objection is that
it shall not be so. I want a sufficient number of men to man the
guns and care for them. They should be cared for, as the appro-
priation has been made and some of the are in place, and the
work is now going on. But the way to do it, I think, is to have
soldiers who are rienced and officers who are educated, and
who are now y in a state of organization, do it, and espe-
cially when it will be such a saving to our Treasury in its present

condition.
Look for a moment how simple the proposition is. As I recall
it, about 408 privates and 117 commissioned and noncommissioned

officers make the complement of an infantry regiment. Now,
1,600 men are called for by this bill—just about three regi ts.
How easy to transfer to this duty regiments of infan
which are absolutely doing nothing save the ordinary drill an

camp dt‘l:f.

. Inamed two or three of them. Take the one at Fort Thomas,
in Kentnckir. It is a splendid regiment; or the one in Columbus,
Ohio, equally as good. Take one anywhere, I do not care where
it is, so 1t is not needed where it is. You are paying them just as
much money as you are any of the others, and as there is no neces-
sity for them where they are, why not take them at once and give
the power to the Becretary of War to place them in charge of these
fnns? The guns will not rust and rot then. They will be cared

or and kept ready for use.

This is the opening, it seems to me, of a vast scheme—all these
coast defenses—and the Senator from New Jersey stated properly
that we will spend a hundred million dollars in carrying if out,
There is no question of it. It looks to me that ina few years from
now there be a distinct ¢ known as the coast-defense corps,
and I am not sure but that will be the best way to organize it.

Have it separate and distinet from regiments, and let the com-
pany or companies at each place of defense report direct to the
commander of thaf district or some officer in that corps. These
mefenae commands will soon so multiply that it may come

I merely rose, Mr. President, to say in reply to the Senator from
New Jersey that my idea is not to let these guns rot and rust, nor
to let the money expended by the Government go unused. Lef it
be Eroperly appropriated, and let us take these men who are idle
and are now receiving pay from the Government and transfer
them from the infantry and from the cavalry, where they are
doing no service whatever, and put them at these places, and let
them then be ufilized. That is the point I make.

Mr. HAWLEY. Ihope we may now have a vote.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend-
ment was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and
was read the third time.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, Shall the bill pass?

Mr. BATE, Mr. President, I regard this as the beginning of
the increase of the Army. I think it is di tomy constitu-
ents and the taxpayers generally to increase the Regular Army as
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standing force to perform this service, when we are already pay-
men now in the Army and virtually doing nothing who could
perform the service better than raw recruits whom we can utilize.
erefore I call for the yeas and nays on the passage of the bill.
Mr. HAWLEY. I thank the Senator from Tennessee. I shall
be glad to record myself in favor of the peasagsa of the bill.
VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, Shall the bill pass?
on which the yeas and nays are demanded.
The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded
to call the roll.
Mr. CAFFERY (when his name was called). I have a general
ir with the Senator from Michigan [Mr. BurRroOWS]. 1 do not
E?mw how he would vote on this question,and therefore withhold

my vote.

iir. HAWLEY. He would vote ‘‘yea.”

Mr. LODGE. The Senator from Michigan would vote “yea.”

Mr. McMILLAN. My colleague would vote * yea” if present.

Mr. CAFFERY. Then I will vote. I vote ‘‘yea.”

Mr. GALLINGER (when Mr, CHANDLER'S name was called).
My colleague, who is absent from the city, has a general pair with
the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. MCENERY]. If my colleague
were here, he would vote *‘ yea.”

Mr. GALLINGER (when his name was called). I have a
standing pair with the senior Senator from Texas [Mr. MiLLs],
whom I do not see in his seat. I transfer my pair to the Senator
from Rhode Island [Mr. ALpricH] and will vote. I vote‘‘yea.”

Mr. GEAR (when his name was called). I have a standing
pair with the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. Saita]. This bein
a nonpolitical measure, and a measure of public necessity, I wil
waive my pair and vote ‘ yea,” understanding that if he were here
he would vote as I do. -

Mr, MCLAURIN (when his name was called). I am paired
with the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. PrircHARD]. If he
were present, I should vote *‘ yea.” )

Mr. McMILLAN (when his name was called). I have a pair
with the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. LiNnpsay]. Not knowing
how he would vote, I withhold mine for the present.

Mr. MARTIN (when his name was called). I have a general
pair with the senior Senator from Montana [Mr. MANTLE]. If he
were present, I should vote ““ yea.” A

Mr. MCMILLAN. I sngﬁat to the Senator from Virginia that
we exchan , 80 that both of us may vote.

Mr. MAEB . I shall be very glad to do so. I vote ““yea.”

Mr. SHOUP (when his name was called). Ihave aregular pair
with the senior Senator from California [Mr. WHITE]. Iam in-
formed that if he were present he would vote “yea.” In order to
make absolutely certain, I transfer my pair fo the Senator from
Nevada [Mr. Jones], and will vote. I vote ‘‘yea.”

Mr. SPOONER (when his name was called). Ihave a general

ir with the senior Senator from Mississippi [Mr. WALTHALL].
Eha.ve not been able to ascertain how he would vote upon this
question. Therefore I withhold my vote. If I were at liberty to
vote, I should vote ** yea.”

Mr. THURSTON (when his name was called). I have a gen-
eral pair with the senior Senator from South Carolina [Mr. TILL-
MAN | The junior Senator from South Carolina [Mr. MCLAURIN]
is paired with the senior Senator from North Carolina [Mr.
PriTcHARD]. By agreement we transfer our pairs, leaving us at
liberty to vote. I vote *‘yea.”

The roll call was concluded. .

Mr. MORRILL (after having voted in the affirmative). Ihave
voted, but I do not see the Senator from Indiana [Mr. TURPIE]
with whom I am paired in hisseat. I therefore withdraw my vote.

Mr. FORAKER. I was requested to announce that the junior
Senator from Indiana [Mr. FAIRBANKS] is unavoidably absent,
and that if he were present he would vote ** yea.”

Mr. SPOONER. I am informed by the chairman of the com-
mittee that the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. WALTHALL] voted
for this bill in committee and is in favor of it. I will therefore
vote. Ivote ‘“yea.”

Mr. MORRILL. I understand that the junior Senator from
Indiana [Mr. FAIRBANKS] is not paired. I transfer my pair with
the senior Senator from Indiana [Mr. TURPIE] to the junior Sen-
ator from Indiana, and will vote. I vote ‘‘yea.”

Mr. MONEY. I desire to state that my colleague [Mr, WAL~
THALL] is absent sick.

The result was announced—yeas 52, nays 4, as follows:

YEAS—-52.

Allen, Gear, Martin, Rawlins,
*Allison, Hanna, Mason, Roach,
1 Bacon, Harris, Mitchell, Sewell,
Berry, mw"’f Money, Shoup,
Caffery, Eaicfe iy %[Iorga.uz;‘, g wl;(l!-::
(hnn a 1 OrT"
‘Carter, Jones, Ark. Murphy, Teller,
Coclrell, Kyle, Nelson, Thurston,
Deboe, \ Pasco, Turley,
‘F’.kln.s. MeBride, Perkina, Turner,
| Foraker, McLaurin, l’ettusb Warren,

3 McMillan, Platt, Conn. Wetmore,
Gallinger, Mallory, Platt, N. Y. ‘Wilson.

NAYS—4.
Bate, Chilton, Clay, Vest.
NOT VOTING—33.
Aldric Fairbanks, McEnery, Tillman,
Bakar.h' Faulkner, MnntlgTY T!:u’gl:;.-ll
Eurrotl W, goman. glus. ga}lins 5
utler ray, enrose, [ ton,
Chandler, Halo, Pettigrew, White,
Clark, Hansbrough, Prite § Wolcott.
Cullom, Jones, Nev. Proctor, -
Daniel, Kenney, gtmy.
Davis ¥s mith,

So the bill was passed.
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED,

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and
referred to the Committee on Pensions:

A bill (H.R.92) granting a pension to Auguste Whitmer;

A bill (H.R.187) for the relief of Annie Saffell;

A bill (H.R.164) granting an increase of pension to John P,
Thomas;

A bill (H. R. 639) increasing the pension of Charles B. Eades,
Hopkinsville, Ky.;
'boA {1311] (H. R. 1387) to increase the pension of Victor Beau-

ucher;

A bill (g R.1802) increasing the pension of Mary E. Wallick;

A bill (H. R. 1957) to increase the pension of William P. Cooper;

A bill (H. R. 2015) granting a pension to Elisabeth Lane;

A bill (H. R. 2078; to pension Laura E. Davenport;

A bill (H. R. 2506) granting a pension to Martha E. Graves;

A bill (H. R. 8184) granting an increase of pension to James H,
Blakeman;

A bill (H. R. 8212) granting an increase of pension to Barbara

er;

A bill (H. R. 3299) granting a ion to Ellen Day, stepmother
of Albert L. Day; 2] s B plen

A bill (H. R. 4193) granting a pension to Eliza Houghton, daugh-
ter of N. E. Houghton, a soldier of the Indian war, 1862;

A bill (H. R. 5083) granting a pension to Thomas Lane; and

A bill QH. R. 6211) gmnt:in% an increase of pension to Isabella
G. Daniels, widow of Milton T. Daniels.

The following bills were severallyread twice by their titles, and
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs:

A bill (H.R.314) for the relief of William H. King;

A bill (H.R.820) for the relief of Charles Winters, a quarter-
master, United States Navy; '

A bill (H. R. 1852) removing the charge of desertion from the
naval record of Patrick Naddy;

A bill (H. R.2307) to correct the naval history of John C. Dull;

and

A bill (H. R. 4122) to correct the naval record of John Hurley.

The bill (H. R. 1803) for the relief of Joseph P. Patton was read
t:;c? by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military

airs.

The bill (H. R. 6359) to quiet land titles in the District of Co-
lumbia was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee
on the District of Columbia.

PENSIONABLE STATUS OF MISSOURI MILITIA.

Mr. COCKRELL. I presenta communication to me from the
Commissioner of Pensions containing information relative to the
pensionable status of the Enrolled Missouri Militia regiments on
account of disabilities incurred in the militar{ service of the
United States, I move that the communication lie on the table,
and that it bs printed as a document,

The motion was agreed to.

MRS. CHRISTINE C. BARNARD,

Mr. GALLINGER. I ask the Chair to lay before the Senate
the amendment of the House of Representatives on the bill (8.
504) granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Christine C. Barnard.

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the amendment
of the House of Representatives to the bill (8. 504) granting an
increase of pension to Mrs. Christine C. Barnard, which was, in
Iint.g 9, be,fore the word * dollars,” to strike out ** forty ”and insert

Mr. GALLINGER. I move that the Senate disagree to the
amendment made by the House of Representatives and ask for a
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses.

The motion was agreed to. :

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to
appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. GAL-
LINGER, Mr, SHoUP, and Mr. MITCHELL were appointed.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE.

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J.
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed
the following bills, each with an amendment, in which it requested
the concurrence of the Senate:

A bill (S. 728) granting a pension to John F. Hathaway; and

A bill (8. 856) granting pension to Margaret Rowsell.
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The message also announced that the House had E:lssed with
amendments the bill (S.1614) granting a pension to John Amrein,

in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate.

The message further announced that the House had passed the
following bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the
Senate:

A bill EH. R. 90) granting a peﬁsion to Eunice Taylor;
A bill (H. R. 345) granting an increase of pension to George D.

Cook;

A bill (H. R. 722) granting a pension to Mrs. Sarah A. Denny,
an Army nurse;

A bill (H. R. 802) granting a pension to Benjamin F, Moulton;

A Dbill (H. R. 1039) to grant a pensioan to Samuel L. Busick;

A bill (H. R. 1257) ?ranting a pension to Louisa Pasquet;

A bill (H. R. 1263) for the relief of John Fox;

A bill (H. R. 1808) increasing the pension of William Warner;
. A bill (H, R. 1381) granting an increase of pension to Elisha M.

uckett;

A bill (H. R. 1547) granting a pension to Sarah E. Daub;

A bill EH. R. 1944) to grant a pension to Sarah A. Blazer;

A bill (H. R. 2246) to increase the pension of Elwin A. Scutt;

A bill (H. R. 2349) granting a pension to Mrs. Weltha Post-

Leggett; : .

A bill (H. R. 2024) granting an increase of pension to R. A.
Browning;

A bill gH R. 2070) to permit an increase of pension of John A,
Anderson;

A bill (H. R. 3132) for the relief of P. P. Miner, Company B,
Twelfth Indiana Infantry;

A bill (H. R. 3524) increasing the pension of Gustayvus A. Kind-

lade;

A bill (H. R. 8802) increasing the pension of Francis N. Bruner;

A bill (H. R. 3889) granting an increase of pension to Mrs,
Calista Had.lel{;

A bill (H. R. 4167) to increase the pension of John Q. Wash-

burn;
" A bill (H. R. 4183) granting an increase of pension to Nicholas

Gardner;
A bill (H. R. 4820) granting a pension to Nancy Hollenbank, an
army nurse during the war of the rebellion;
A bill (H. R. 4456) for the relief of Joseph R. Findl(g;
A bill (H. R. 4467) to increase the pension of Carey H. Russell;
A bill (H. R. 4548) granting a pension to Matthew B. Nale;
A bill (H. R. 4624) granting an increase of pension to Mary E.

Herd;

A bill (H. R. 6007) for the relief of Cora L. Robinson, of Cen-
tralia, Kans.;

A bill (H. R. 7008) granting a pension fo R. G. English;

A billl (H. R. 7855) granting an increase of pension to Elizabeth
Connelly;

A billy{H. R. 7449) grantin%a pension to William 8. Adams,
late acﬁn%asaistant surgeon, United States Volunteers; and

A bill (H. R, 7827) granting a pension to Elizabeth M. Tumy.

EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Mr. ALLISON. I move that the Senate proceed to the consid-
eration of executive business.

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the
consideration of executive business. After two hours and twenty
minutes spent in executive session the doors were reopened, and
(at 4 o'clock and 2 minutes p. m.) the Senate ad;‘lonmed until to-
morrow, Wednesday, February 23, 1808, at 12 o’clock meridian.

CONFIRMATIONS.
Executive nomination confirmed by the Senate February 15, 1898.
POSTMASTER,

John C, Outhwaite, to be postmaster at De Pere, in the county
of Brown and State of Wisconsin.
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate February £2, 1898,

APPOINTMENT IN THE MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE.
Herman B. Parker, of Delaware, to be an assistant surgeon.
UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS.

Reuben D, Hill, of Kentucky, to be attorney of the United States
for the district of Kentuckﬁ.

Charles J. Hamblett, of New Hampshire, to be attorney of the
United States for the district of New Hampshire,

COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS,

George H. Lyman, of Massachusetts, to be collector of customs
ggr thv?bs district of Boston and Charlestown, in the State of Massa-

nsetts. .

John H, Deveaux, of Georgia, to be collector of customs for the
district of Savannah, in the State of Georgia.

POSTMASTERS,

Frank W, James, to be postmaster at Naples, in the county of
Ontario and State of New York.

Charles C. Crowe, to be postmaster at Marion, in the county of
Perry and State of Alabama.

Seymour L. Billings, to be postmaster at Marion, in the county
of Marion and State of Kansas.

Robert M. Skillen, to be Eosmx&ster at Akron, in the county of
Erie and State of New York.

Henry H. Smith, to be postmaster at Worcester, in the county
of Otsego and State of New York.

N. B. Needham, to be tmaster at Clifton, in the county of
Washington and State of Kansas.

Ernest P. Karr, to be postmaster at Valley Falls, in the county
of Jefferson and State of Kansas,

Zenas R. Detwiler, to be postmaster at Wamego, in the county
of Pottawatomie and State of Kansas.

Charles C. Storer, to be postmaster at Shakopee, in the county of
Scott and State of Minnesota.

Edgar B. Shanks,-to be postmaster at Fairmont, in the county
of Martin and State of Minnesota.

William C. Perdue, to be postmaster at Beloit, in the connty of
Mitchell and State of Kansas.

Ole Oleson, to be postmaster at Oshkosh, in the county of Win-
nebago and State of Wisconsin.

Orlando Wood Maulsby, to be postmaster at Santa Barbara, in
the county of Santa Barbara and State of California.

Reuben N. Shanks, to be postmaster at Clarence, in the county
of Shelby and State of Missouri.

Alexander Clohan, to be postmaster at Martinsburg, in the
county of Berkeley and State of West Virginia.

James W. Bartlett, to be Bmtmﬂ.ater at Doylestown, in the
county of Bucks and State of Pennsylvania.

Gustavus A. Kuechenmeister, to be postmaster at West Bend, in
the county of Washington and State of Wisconsin.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

TUESDAY, February 22, 1898.

The House met at 12 o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev.
H]’ET:RTT N. C;)lUDfEN. s
e Journal of yes ¥'s proceedings was read and approved.
Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker—— i

THE RECORD.

Mr. RICHARDSON. I rise to correct the RECORD,

TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman from Tennessee rises to correct
the RECORD.

Mr, RICHARDSON. Mr, Speaker, I move to strike out on
2221, in the last column of that page, in the seventeenth line m
the bottom, the word ‘‘certain” and insert the word ** Southern.”

Mr. DALZELL. Mr, Speaker—— -

Mr. RICHARDSON. e gentleman from Pennsylvania yes-
terday afternoon charged in the remarks there that there was a
coalition between the Democrats on this side of the Chamber and
the Southern Republicans fo loot and rob the Treasury, using
both words. I objected afterwards that the gentleman was re-
flecting on Southern Republicans, and it apglggrs in the RECcorD
that I made objection to these remarks. e gentleman has
edited out the word * Southern ” and inserted the word **certain.”
Now, under the precedent established here a few weeks ago, that
would not permit the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. NORTON] to
change the word *“most” to ‘many,” that side of the House will
be compelled to preserve the consistency of their record and vote -
for my motion. On a yea-and-nay vote, I believe, the gentleman
from Pennsylvania voted to strike out the word “many” in Mr.,
NORTON’S remarks and insert the word “most.” Now, I call the
attention to that fact, Mr. Speaker, and wish to illustrate how
absurd it was to attempt to take a partisan advantage of the gen-
tleman from Ohio on that occasion. Having called attention to
it, I withdraw the motion.

Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, I understand the rule to be, and
80 does the gentleman from Tennessee, that where a colloquy
takes place in the House between gentlemen no one of them
the right to make a change in the RECORD unless by consent of the
other; but where a gentleman undertakes to correct remarks
peculiarly his own he has a right to doso. In this case I sub-
stituted the word ““ certain” for the word *Southern.” In doing
that, first, I followed the advice of the gentleman from Tennessee
given m:a{eatarday. and, secondly, I used the word that conforms
to the real facts. Idonotcare which one of the words appears in
the RECORD,

Mr. RICHARDSON. You certainly do care, or you would nok
have chazlﬁed if.

Mr. DALZELL. Ido not, and the gentleman does not, and
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therefore he withdrew his motion; and he will not have a yea-
and-nay vote on it, either,

Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly the gentleman cares or he would
not have made the change.

The SPEAKER. The motion is withdrawn.

ORDER OF EBUSINESS,

Mr, CANNON, Mr. Speaker——

Mr. MITCHELL. Mzr. Speaker, I call up for consideration the
bill (S. 2739) directing the issue of a check in lieu of a lost check
drawn by Bernard R. Green in favor of Frederick MacMonnies.

Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to submit a privileged
motion.

Mr. CANNON. I believe I am first on my feet.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York asks consent,
and therefore the Chair recognizes the gentleman from Illinois.

Mr. CANNON. Imove that the House resolve itself into Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the
purpose of considering general appropriation bills, and I will not

1d.

e

Mr. BAILEY. Pending that, I move that the House, as a mark
of respect to the memory of George Washington, do now adjourn.

The SPEAKER. Such a motion, the Chair suggests to the gen-
tleman from Texas, may not be in order.
Mr. BAILEY. A motion to adjourn is always in order.

The SPEAKER. Buf a motion “ out of t” is not.

Mr. BAILEY. If that offends the rules of the House, I with-
draw that part of it, and make the plain motion to adjourn.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman withdraws that part of it, and
go it is a simple motion to adjourn.

The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the
noes seemed to have it.

Mr. BAILEY. Division, Mr. Speaker.

The House divided; and there were—ayes 74, noes 72.

Mr. CANNON. Idemand the yeas and nays.
The SPEAKER. Thirty being the number nired, and 60
gentlemen rising, the yeas and nays are ordered, ose in favor

of adjourning will vote * yea,”and those opposed ‘‘no.”
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 95, nays 105,
answered *‘ present ” 12, not voting 144; as follows:

YEAS—05.
Adamson, De Armond, Lewis, Wash. Shafroth,
Bailey, De Graffenreid, Little, Bimpson,
Baker, IIl. De Li Sims,
. Dinsmore, L 8 T.
Bell, Dockery, Love, Smith, Ky
Benner, Pa. Dorr, McClellan, tark,
Herry, Elliott, McCormiclk, Stephens, Tex.
Bland, Epes, L Stokes,
Baodine, Fox, lox, Strait,
Botkin, Gibson, Martin, Sullivan,
Brantley, Greene, well, Sutherland,
Breuner, th, 5
Brewer. i Norton, 8. C. Tate,
B Henry, Miss. Ogden, Terry,
Burke, Henry, Tex. Osborne, Todd,
Car -, Peters, Vi ver,
Clardy, Howard, Ga. Pierce, Tenn. Walker, Va.
Clark, Mo. Hunter, Powers, Wi 'y
Cooney, Jones, Wash. Rhea, Wheeler, Ala.
Tex. Kitchin, Ridgely, Wheeler, Ky.
Cow! Kleberg. Robertson, La. W
packer, h 'g.:bimnn, Ind.
Davey, Latimer, ers, Zenor.
i, Lowis, Ga. Settle,
NAYS—106.
Aldrich, Davison, K. Jenkins, g
Alexander, Dingley, Johnson, Ind Perkins,
Babeock, ver, Johnson, tney,
Barham, Joy,
Barney, Knox, {
Barrows, Fenton, Lacey, Ro Bﬁna.
Bartholdt, Fletcher, Lawrence, 3
nn " er, alter,
S Gillet, N. Y. Loud, th, II1.
) Gillett, Loudenslager, Smith, 8. W,
Bon!ellie. Me. raff, Lovering, t
wster, Low, s
Broderick, Gront, Stewart, Wis.
Brownlow, Hagor, McDonald, Btone, C. W.
Baull, Harmer, ¥y Stone, W. A.
Burleigh, Hawley, S
Burton, Hemenway, Mercer, .
Batler, e Wi orth,
Cannon, Henry, Conn. Miller, ‘Walker, Mass,
Ca Henry, Ind. T, Warner,
Cogm burn, Mitchell, ‘Weaver,
Connell, Hjcgm. Moody, wEouth.
Connolly, Hilborn, Northway, W Pa.
Curtis, lowa Hopkins, Ovaretreeé‘ oung, Pa.
Durﬂi Howard, Ala. . P,
Dalzel How Parker, N. J.
Danford, Howe yne,
ANSWERED “PRESENT "—12,
Jett, Otey,
Brucker, m Lester, Ri T,
Cox, Griggs, Lybrand, Shattue.

NOT VOTING—144.

Acheson, Cranford, Knowles, Bauerhering,
Adams, Cramp, Kulp, -Bhanmon,
Allen, Cummings, Lamb, Shelden,
Arnold, Davmwrtwh Landis, Sherman,
Baird, Davidson, Lentz, Shuford,
Baker, Md. Dayton, Linney, Simpkins,
Ball Dovener, Littauer, Sla

Barber, Eddy, McAleer, 8 m. Alden
Barlow, MecCleary, Snover,
Barrett, Ermentrout, MeC Bouthwick,
Beigen Fitogarald MeTntire B,

den f eln par

Belford, itzpatrick, McMillin, 8

Belknap, leming, MecRae, B8

Benton, foote, ire, Steele,

Booze ¥ on, Stevens, Minn.
Boutell, 11 fowler, N. C. Mann, Ste N.J.
Bradley, Fowler, N. J. Marshall, Btrode. Nebr.
Bromwell, Grosvenor, Meekison, Strowd, N. .
Brosius, Grow, Meyer, La. ulloway,
Broussard, Gunn, L{!ers,'md. 3 T,
Brown, Hamilton, Mills, ! .

Handy, - Morris, Tawne

Can:PbeI.l. Hartman, Mudd, 1] 'aylsr,ybhjo
Castle, Heatwole, New Taylor, Ala.
Catchin Eﬂ]‘;‘ Norton, Ohio Hnderwood.
Clark, lowa Hooker, Olmsied, Van Goor)ﬁs.
Clarke Hull, Otjen, @
Cla, 3 Hurley, Pearce, Mo. Vincent,
Coc .+ Mo. Jones, Va. Prince, Ward,
Cochrane, N. Y Kelley, Pugh, White, I11
Colson, Kerr, Reeves, ‘White, N.C.
Cooper, Wis. Ketcham, Rixey, ‘Wilber,

Cor' King, Robb, Yost,
Consins, Kirkpatrick, Russell, Young, Va.

The following pairs were announced:
Until further notice:

Mr. McINTIRE with Mr. McRaA=®.

Mr. KETCHAM with Mr. LESTER.

Mr. HurRLEY with Mr. DrRIGGS.

Mr. Coruiss with Mr. JoxEs of Virginia.

Mr. BRowN of Ohio with Mr. ERMENTROUT,

Mr. BouTELL of Illinois with Mr. Gricas.

Mr. BELFORD with Mr. McALEER.

Mr, SHERMAN with Mr, MEYER of Louisiana.

Mr. Hinn with Mr. Cox.

Mr. LiyBraxp with Mr. LeExTZ.

Mr. SHATTUC with Mr. FLEMING.

Mr. Warp with Mr. McCuLLoCH.

Mr. JENKINS with Mr. ENOWLES.

Mr. SxovER with Mr. BARLOW.

Mr. SeELDEN with Mr. Youna of Virginia.

Mr. OpeLL with Mr. BARTLETT.

Mr. REEVES with Mr, BULL.

Mr, JETT with Mr. MaAxN. ’

Mr. HookER with Mr. CATOHINGS.

Mr. CHICKERING with Mr. OTEY.

Mr. StnprINs of Massachusetts with Mr. FITZGERALD,

Mr. Foore with Mr. GAINES.

Mr. DovENER with Mr. SPAREMAN.

Mr, Grow with Mr. RICHARDSON,

Mr. PEARCE of Missouri with Mr. VANDIVER.

Mr. SpaLpIiNGg with Mr. BRUCKER.

Mr. ArNoLD with Mr. CAMPBELL.

Mr. STEELE with Mr. TAYLOR of Alabama.

Mr, STURTEVANT with Mr, SLAYDEN,

Mr. Yosr with Mr. SULZER.

Mr, WiLBER with Mr. McMILLIN.

Mr. SouTHEWICK with Mr. BENTON.

Mr. Morris with Mr. HARTMAN.

Mr. LiTTAUER with Mr. CRANFORD.

Mr. Foss with Mr, STALLINGS,

Mr. Bromyt with Mr. CLAYTON.

Mr, BRoMwELL with Mr. CocHRAN of Missouri,

Mr. HamirToN with Mr. RIxEY.

Mr, CruMP with Mr. Ross.

Mr., HEATWOLE with Mr. TALBERT.

For this day:

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey with Mr. HAXDY,

Mr. WHITE of Illinois with Mr. DINSMORE.

Mr. Hury with Mr. ALLEN,

Mr. BeEacH with Mr. NorToN of Ohio.

Mr. Vax VoorHIs with Mr. Kixg.

Mr. McEwAN with Mr. VEBESLAGE.

Mr. TAYLER of Ohio with Mr. UNDERWOOD.

After the roll call the following took place:

Mr. GRIGGS. Mr.Speaker, I am with Mr. BoUTELL of

Tllinois. I do not know how he would vote, and I therefore desire

to withdraw my vote.
Mr. BRU . Mr. Speaker, I am paired with Mr. SpALD-

wa. I do not know how he would vote, and I desire to withdraw

my vote,
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Mr, BARTLETT. I am paired with Mr. OpELL, and I there-
fore wish to withdraw my vote.

Mr, DE ARMOND. . Speaker, my .conﬂe, Mr. BENTON,
is detained from the House by illness in his £ B{r

Mr, DRIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I am paired with Mr. HURLEY, and
I desire to withdraw my vofe. . -

Mr. LESTER. Mr. Speaker, I believe I am paired with Mr.
Kercuam, of New York, and if so, I withdraw my vote.

Mr. GAINES. Mr. Speaker, I am paired with the gentleman
from New York, Mr. FootE, and I wish to withdraw my vote.

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded.

SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL.

Mr, CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve
jtself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the
Union for the consideration of the bill (H. R. 8428) malking gﬁ)—
propriations for sundry civil expenses of the Government for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1899, and for other purposes.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois moves that the
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union for the purpose of considering general appro-
priation bills. Is there objection? The Chair hears none.

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the
‘Whole on the state of tia Union (Mr. PAYNE in the Chair).

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in the Committee of the
Whole on the state of the Union for the consideration of general
appropriation bills. The first bill in order is House bill No. 8428,
making ap riations for sundry civil nses of the Govern-
ment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1899, and for other pur-

0Ses,
5 Mr.CANNON. I ask unanimous consent that the first reading
of the bill be dispensed with.

Mr. SAYERS. Before that motion is put,I wish to ask the
gentleman in charge of the bill whether he would not agree to fix
now the time for general debate?

Mr. CANNON. What proposition does the gentleman su 2

Mr. SAYERS. T suggest that the debate run until 5 o'clock
this evening. Several gentlemen have been named to me on this
side of the %onse who desire to speak.

Mr. CANNON. The time to be divided equally?

Mr. SAYERS. Equally between the two sides.

“Mr. CANNON. Controlled by the Chair, or will the gentleman
from Texas control half and I the other half?

Mr. SAYERS. I auigest that the gentleman from Illinois be
allowed to control one half the time, and if there be no objection
on this side that I be allowed to control the other half.

The CHAIRMAN. Unanimous consent is asked that the first
reading of the bill be dispensed with, and that general debate be
closed at 5 o'clock to-day, one half the time to be controlled by the
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CaxxoN] and the other half by the
gentleman from T'exas [Mr. SavERs], Isthereobjection? [After
apause.] The Chair hears none; and if is so ordered.

r. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I will for the information of
the committee make a brief statement touching this bill. If gen-
tlemen will provide themselves with the report on this bill—Re-
port No. 504—it will save much of my time in explaining the bill
and will render more intelligible what I have to say.

This bill appropriates or recommends appropriations aggrega-
ting in ronnd numbers $44,000,000, being $11,000,000 less than the
regular estimates or 813,000,000 less than the regnlar and supple-
mental estimates submitted by the Departments, and £8,800,000
less than the appropriations for the current year. Before callmq
attention to the principal items of interest in the bill, it is wel
for me to say, in a eral way, that in my judgment this is one
of the most liberal %eﬂgs for the public service or that portion that
it seeks to provide for that has ever been reported from the Com-
mittee on Appropriations. While, however, it is liberal in its
recommendations, it is not in my judgment extravagant. It cares
sufficiently for those branches of the public service that must be
cared for and does not enter upon the line of new expenditures
that can wait. g

Having said that much by way of introduction, I will call atten-
tion to a few of the principal items that gentlemen no doubt are
mostin in.

There is a reduction of $232,640 in the recommendations for
light-houses, beacons, and fog signals. This reduction arises
from the fact that, while the estimates are larye, they cover in
many instances works which have not been authorized by law,
and are therefore not in order on this bill.

For the Light-House Establishment appr?ﬁaﬁons of $3,006,000
are recommended, covering an increase of §112,400. And at this
point I may sa.ytﬁa , 80 far as I am informed, after something of
inquiry, there is no nation on the earth that has a Light-House
Establishmentequal in eﬁcienclzfnof serviceto ours. This increase,
I may say, for our great coast line of eight fo ten thousand miles
as well as for great rivers and the inland seas, is GM
from the desire to increase the gas-buoy service, a very valual

service and a very economical one, the liberal use of gas buoys
indeed, dispensing with the necessity of expen-

:ie:gligh_ house ’consﬁru:ction.

The ving Service carries an increase over the current law
of $30,280, This is explained by the fact of six new stations which
must be manned. And let me say, in passing, that this is also a

magnificent service, creditable to human instinet and creditable
also from an economical standpoint.

For the Revenue-Cutter Service the bill recommends the same
amount of appropriation as is contained in the current law. For
the Bureau of Engraving and Prin there is an increase of

,000, which measures the increase of labor necessary to do ad-
itional work in thrzﬁrinting of Treasury notes known as green-
backs and silver certificates.

For the Coast and Geodetic Survey there is an increase of $25,000
over the appropriation for the current year. There were other
increases in connection with the Alaskan service made upon the
urgent deficiency bill.

or the Fish ission—a great service—there is an increase
of §13,500. For the punishment of the violation of internal-
revenue laws the increase is $25,000. In this matter we have rec-
ommended the appropriation of the full amount estimated by the
Department. The appropriation for the current year is $50,000.
After full investigation we have recommended this bill an
appropriation of $75,000.

or pay of assistant custodians and janitors of public buildings
we recommend an increase of §32,000 over the appropriations for
the current year. Thisincreaseresults from thenew public build-
ings that will come into service within the next fiscal year and at
the close of this.

For fuel, l.i.ghts, and water for public buildings we recommend
the amount of the current appropriation. We would recommend
an increase, but we have e ded considerable amounts in erect-
ing light plants which tend to reduce the gemeral cost of this
service.

For suppressing counterfeiting and other crimes we recommend
an increase of $25,000.

Mr. LOUD. Before the gentleman leaves this point, I should
like to ask him a question.

Mr. CANNON. Certainly.

Mr. LOUD. Afthe bottom of page 43, I see an appropriation of
$25,000 for supplying necessary J,\ower and repairs, ete., for power
for pneumatic-tube service, and at the top of page 44 there is an
appropriation of $5,000 for substantially the same service. Is this
a new item in the appropriation bill?

Mr. CANNON. Yes; it is a new item, and becomes necessary
from the fact that for the pneumatic-tube service the power
comes in the main from Government buildings where we have
boilers and engines, and as this additional service is required, we
have in some cases to have additional boilers, and there is addi-
tional expense. This comes under the Department,
because, as the gentleman is aware, the public buildings are sub-
stantially under the Treasury Department. Therefore this recom-
mendation.

Mr. LOUD: Yes; I understand that, of course. I understand
that two or three million dollars is carried in this bill that is
really for the support of the Post-Office Department, but I want
to snggest to the gentleman that these items cover prospective
matters, and that it is yet a question whether the %’oat—()ﬂice
Committee will allow those items or not. You cover a service
herein Brooklyn. You cover a service in Boston which is not
inangurated, and it is yet a question whether such service will be
inaugurated, and it is a question whether a prospective appro?ri.n-
tion should be given in the bill at a time when we want to keep
apﬁropriations down.

r. CANNON. Well, I will say to the gentleman that this
pneumatic-tube service is not a service which has been investi-
gated by the Committee on Appropriations. It was made from
appropriations carried npon the Post-Office appropriation bill. I
have no opinion about it. If, however, it is to be mstituted, or so
far as it been instituted, the Treasury Department, having
charge of public buildings, has been called upon to furnish the
power. Now, if when we reach those items the judgment of the
gentleman is that they should nof be ¢arried upon the bill, I will
cotﬁfx a motion to strike out any or all portions relating to that
su

. LOUD. I thought as the gentleman was reviewing the
subject, it was well perhaps to the attention of the gentle-
man and the Houseto some factsthat we ought toconsider and that
I should like the House to consider. We are appropriating so
much money annually in the Post-Office atrpropriation bill for the
lease of pneumatic tubes, and it is a question whether those items
should not tgo together, and it is a further question whether under

t lease the power should not be supplied by the lessors rather
t by the Government. ~ I think the ernment pays sufficient
for the lease of this pneumatic-tube service without furnishing

@ power.
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Mr. CANNON. Oh, Ishall be delighted if the gentleman can
relieve this bill of either or both these items; but after consulta-
tion and following the estimates submitted by the Treasury we
recommend the items for the consideration of the Committee of
the Whole. If there is a better way to doit, and a more econom-
jcal way to do it, I certainly s welcome it when we reach
those items.

Mr. LOUD. I only regret that the committee did not fairly
investigate that subject when it was before them, so that we
might have the facts.

r. CANNON. We very fully investigated it so far as these
appropriations were concerned. We did not go into the %nest.‘ion
of the desirability of the pneumatic-tube service, becaunse the gen-
tleman’s committee originated those appropriations and the gen-
;.lemls;n’s committee are entitled to the credit and the responsibility

or them.

Now, Mr. Chairman, the next item is for the enforcement of
the Chinese-exclusion act. (entlemen are familiar with the uses
of that appropriation. The reduction of $25,000 is recommended
by the Degartment. We made close inguiry and followed the
recommendations.

For quarantine service there is an increase of $13,000.

For expense of collecting the revenue from sales of public land
there is a net increase of $42,500. Under this title is included a
new appropriation of $75,000 for the protection and administra-
tion of forest reserves, This grows out of the forest reservations
made during the last eighteen months and the legislation during
the last session of Congress, which gentlemen will recollect.

For armories and arsenals we recommend §193,000, an increase
of $54,000, principally to be expended at Frankfort. The princi-
Brl object of that expense is to enable the Government more effi-

ently and rapidly to make small cartridges, ammunition, and
supplies of that kind. We looked into it thoughtfully and were
satisfied that the appropriation was necessary. h

For military posts there is an approtpriation of $120,000, being
the same amount as was appropriated for the current year.

At this point I want the attention of the committee for a very
few minutes touching the nse of this appropriation and a kindred
appropriation carried 1.il})0n the Army bill. For barracks and

uarters on the Army bill, reported by the Committee on Military
airs, thereis an item of $750,000, and that substantially has been
the appropriation, if I recollect aright, for many years.

We had always supposed—at least I had, and I think members

erally had—that the appropriation from the Committee on
ﬁlllitary Affairs in the Army bill for barracks and quarters was
substantially for care, preservation, repairs, miscellaneous and
necessary expenses from day to day and month to month, and that
the item for military posts carried upon the sundry civil bill was
for the construction of new posts or new buildings at posts; one
a miscellaneous repair and current expense fund, and the other,
carried upon this bill, for the erection of new buildings at military
posts. We have looked into it, and, notwithstanding the section
of the Revised Statutes which prohibits the erection of any build-
ing at any post that wounld cost over $20,000 until plans have been
made and special authority given by Congress, we find that posts
have been and are being erected which, in my ju ent, Congress
never considered the propriaiéy of erecting and did not have it in
mind that this appropriation for barracks and quarters should be
utilized for the erection of entirely new posts.

To give you an example, there are twenty-seven posts where
we have guns emplaced from appropriations made for fortifica-
tions and emplacements. Now, it is necessary to have a force of
men at those guns. A single battery, if fully equipped with men,
requires, in round numbers, sixty-five men—officers, employees,
and soldiers, all told. A two-battery post requires almost double
the number of men, and so on. Now, commencing hback under the
late Administration, Mr, Lamont being Secretary of War and Mr.
Cleveland President, the Administration entered upon the con-
struction of barracks and (}un.rt-ers at Fort Hancock, adjacent or
close to—or in any event for the use of the garrison that are to
man the guns at Sandy Hook. Congress never mmsed it was
considering an appropriation to construct these acks and
quarters. E!Yet, notwithstanding the law—and I call the attention
of my colleague from Illinois [Mr. MaRrsH] to this—motwith-
standing the %aw and the custom, we find that during the last
fiscal year there was taken from this appropriation for barracks
and quarfers carried by the military bill the sum of $216,000
which was devoted absolutely to the construction of new build-
infu at an entirely new post.

n addition to that the sum of $80,000 was taken from the sun-
dry civil appropriation bill, as it might, under the custom, have
properly been taken. Now, I hold in my hand a list of these ex-
penditures from the Quartermaster-General.

Mr. MARSH. If my colleagune will permit me—

Mr. CANNON. Yes.

Mr. MARSH. The $700,000 and odd carried by the Army ag;
propriation bill was understood by the committee not to

entirely for the purpose of repairs, but so much of it as was neces-
sary for the repairs to be expendod for that, and the balance could
be expended in new structures. The Committee on Military Af-
fairs fully understood that a on of this money, which was
unnecessary for repairs, conld be expended in the erection of new
buildings.

Mr. CANNON. The committee may have so understood, but
the House did not so understand, and I undertake to say that the
law does not so contemplate.

Mr. MARSH. I will say that my recollection is that that has
been the custom for a number of years, that the balance of that
appropriation over and above what was necessary for repairs has
been expended in the construction of new buildings.

Mr. CANNON. Now, this is a repair appropriation, and gen-
tlemen will, I think, agree with me substantially. Now, let us
just take one point. Last year at Fort Hancock there were con-
structed frowm this repair appropriation an administration build-
ing, costing $9,600; a guard house, $3,000; quartermaster and sub-
sistence stores, $10,000; fuel storehouse, $3,000; shop building,
nearly $4,000; stable, $8,000; wagon shed, $2,400; two double set
noncommissioned staff officers’ quarters, $8,700; four barracks,
brick, $67,900; commanding officer’s c;uarters. $7,700; six captains’
gua.rbers, $74,000; eleven lientenants’ quarters, $78,000; quarters

or four bachelor officers, $12,000; engineer's quarters, $1,500.

Now, that is just for one year; and then there was $580,000 taken
from the proper appropriation, and the expenditure last year was
$296,000 at an entirely new post, where Congress did not contem-
plate there would be any such expenditure, if any nditure at all.

Mr. MARSH. I have no hesitation in saying that that sort of
an expenditure was never contemplated by the Committee on
Military Affairs.

Mr. CANNON. I am quite satisfied that is so, and I am very
glad my colleague says so. In other words, I want the House to
understand that in spite of this law, that was enacted to prevent
such expenditures, keeping apparently the letter of the law, the
substance of it has been set aside. The spirit maketh alive, but
the letter killeth, seems to be a proverb that the War Department
for a year or two past have not been familiar with. :

Now, I call attention to the law and the manner in which it has
been substantially evaded, not for the mere purpose of criticism,
but for the purpose of calling the attention of the House to the
fact that there are twenty-seven places where guns in connection
with our fortifications are unplaced and ready to be manned, and
that my information is in a general way that they require the en-
listment of some men to arm them and to be trained in that serv-
ice. But I will not refer to that, because that is a matter that
comes peculiarly within the jurisdiction of the Committee on
Military Affairs.

But when you man them you have got to do one of two things.
You have got to rent quarters for them, you have got to put them
in tents, or youn have got to use quarters, in a few instances and a
very few, where they can be successfully used, where the Gov-
ernment owns them, or you have got further toappropriate for the
construction of them. Now, your Committee on Appropriations
made as exhaustive an examination touching that matter as pos-
sible, and on that examination we find that the War De nt,
in round numbers, estimates that it will take $3,000,000 to build
barracks and quarters at these twenty-seven points—many of them
one-battery barracks, 65 men, and some of them two-battery bar-
racks, twice 65 men; but two-battery barracks being avewd
would be over an average, if I recollect aright. Now, we asked
them how they were going to expend this money.

They have now, as the law is construed, an unbridled discretion
on the part of the War Department. Well, they said, as the ex-
amination will show, as it is in print, that they were going to
expend about $75,000 at every one-battery post for buildings, and
then it would take about $25,000 for water, sewerage, improve-
ments of walks, etc. And we asked, * What buildings are you
going to put up?” We found that buildings for officers, com-
manding 65 men, would cost $30,000 out of $75,000, and the bal-
ance of the §75,000 was tobe devoted to barracks for the men, the
commissary building, the administrative building, and so forth.

Mr. SAYERS., Will the gentleman yield to me? The gentle-
man has been pleased to criticise the Democratic Administration
in regard to a portion of the expenditure of this appropriation.

Mr. CANNON. Not assuch. I had no partisan end in view.

Mr. SAYERS. Will not the gentleman state that these ex-
fravagant estimates of which he speaks come from the present
Administration?

Mr. CANNON. Certainly. I had no idea, no thought of at-
tacking any particular Administration. In fact, so far as this is
concerned, the Army is substantially without politics, and prop-
erly so. The Quartermaster-General, on the one hand, superin-
tends, the Chief of Engineers superintends in another of these
expenditures, all under the direction and control of the Secretary
of War, and finally under the President in execution of the law,
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I am taking it as I find it. I am speaking of this kind of ad-
ministration that would allow the kind of e: ditures that I
have spoken of; and as there are in front of us 27 posts to make, I
wan to call the attention of the committee to it, and I do it
for this pu e. . F 5

In my judgment, after the best mqmr{I can make, and in the
judgment of the committee over which I have the honor to pre-
side, a one-battery post, on an average, that will house 65 men
and the necessary officers and to improve the walks and make
arrangements for sewerage and make arrangement for water, in-
stead of costing $100,000, which they propose to expend, could be
builded, and be well and substantially builded, for $50,000.

Mr, SAYERS. I quite agree with the gentleman in his state-
ment; but probably, if I were charged with the responsibility of
the bill, I would reduce the limit to $10,000, because I do not be-
lieve expensive buildin?‘s ought to be erected near a battery, as we
all know that in case of war such buildings would be knocked to
pieces. I believe that buildings that are comfortable enough, but
not very costly, should be erected near the batteries.

Mr. CANNON. In the casehere, in the money appropriated or
recommended, we propose a provision that will put it out of the
power of officers of the Army or anybody else to erect barracks
complete for a one-battery post that will cost more than $50,000,
and a two-battery post $25,000 more, and so on. So that when
they come to build these posts they will have a discretion limited
to that; and in our opinion it ought to be limited.

Mr. MARSH. The Committee on Military Affairs, in consider-
ing this appropriation that originated in the Army bill for bar-
racks and quarters, have called before them the Quartermaster-
General of the Army, and if my colleague will permit me I will
read—it will only take a moment of time—upon that point.

Mr. CANNON. Certainly.

Mr. MARSH (reading)—

The CHAIRMAN. Under this appropriation you can spend all we give you?

General WEEKS. Yes, sir, we have to spread it out pretty thin.

This refers to the $75,000 appropriation,

The CHATRMAN. It was raised to §750,000 on the ground that the sum was
not sufficient.

General WeEks. We have got a balance, and we have been asked for gar-
risons for these new batteries; but it will all be spent, and we could have
spent more.

This refers to the appropriation for the current year.

The CHAIRMAN. The only question is whether we can cut that down with-
out injuring the service.

General WEEKS. I do not believe you can.

The CHAIRMAN. Would it be better policy for us to make special provi-
sions for any one place?

General WEEKS. No, sir; I do not think so. The people in interest will be
after you to do that, but we do not want it done.

The CHAIRMAN. You think it would be an injury to the service for us to
undertake to distribute the appropriation?

General WEEKS. I think so. I think we are making the most of it.

The CLerK. The extra-duty pay for enlisted men was in the last year's bill
under the head of * Barracks.”

General WeeKS, You can often employ that axtm-dutynpnuy for labor.

The CHAIRMAN. It Is the same as in the case of the Military Academy,
where they have extra-duty '.p%g?

General WEEKs. Yes, sir. @ can employ that on barracks proper, and it

ht to come out of that appropriation. l{ does not amount to much, but
it is something on which we figure closely.

I simply want to say that this appropriation, as distinctly un-
derstood by the Committee on Military Affairs, was not only an
appropriation for repairs, but if there was a surplus from that, to
utilize it for the construction of new buildings.

Mr. CANNON. Ido notcare to pursue that. Did the gentle-
man give me his attention when I spoke of the limitation?

Mr. MARSH. 1am sorry to say I did not, for I went out to
the committee room after a document.

Mr. CANNON. Wae propose a limitation on a one-battery post
of $50,000 and on two-battery posts of $75,000, ete.

Mr. MARSH. 1 think that is very wise, especially if you have
the estimates; it wonld not be well to put on limitations unless
you have the estimate of what the necessnr%bnildings would cost.

Mr, CANNON. They cost $500,000 at Fort Hancock. What
we Hrant to do is to circumscribe and limit the discretion; that
is all.

Mr. LEWIS of Washington. Will the gentleman from Illinois
permit me a question?

Mr. CANNON. Yes.

Mr. LEWIS of Washington. As the chairman is aware, I with
my colleague am interested in the new posts to be constructed at
Spokane and Seattle. and I invite the honorable chairman’s atten-

on to the report, with which he is doubtless familiar, from the
‘War Department or the commanding officer, that those barracks
should be built of brick as a precaution against fire. I ask if the
chairman has taken that into consideration in suggesting the les-
sening estimate or limitation of $50,000?

Mr. CANNON. The limitation doesnot apply to posts that the
gentleman refers to.

Mr, LEWIS of Washington. Then my question has no perti-
nency. ~

Mr. CANNON. Now, I will pass on to the works on riversand
harbors under authorized contracts. We recommend in the ag-
gregate for this work authorized by law, $18,000,210. We do this
after the most exhaustive examination of the Chief of Engineers,
It is true that the estimates submitted in the regular Book of Es-
timates in round numbers amount to $18,000,000, but the Chief of

ineers expresslg informed us when we called him before us
that, while under the law §18,000,000 might be placed under con-
tract or expended if the maximum was requi and if the con-
tracts had not been made less than anthorized in some instances,
the amount of money necessary to meet the payments under con-
tract wounld be stated by him and was stated in the hearing, and
amounts in round numbers to $13,000,000. I am authorized, in
my judgment, to state to the committee that that $13,000,000 will
in every instance pay every dollar that will be earned during the
whoit;of the next fiscal year on the river and harbor contract
wor

The next item that I call attention to is for the survey of the
deep waterways between the Great Lakes and the Atlantic Ocean,
$225,000. That is an increase of §75,000. This survey was author-
ized for the current year and $150,000 appropriated. The board
organized and the work progressing, there was no estimate in the
original estimate, because no report had been made at the time the
estimates were forwarded. On investigation, we find the work
can be completed during the next fiscal year for $225,000, and so
far as the survey was concerned, we thought it the part of econ-
om{ and wisdom to authorize the expenditure of that amount.

Mr. GAINES. I am informed that this bill only applies to
works under contract under the continuing-contract system.

Mr. CANNON. Thegentleman from Tennessee is misinformed.
It applies to all contract work where the contract had been made
or where, in the judgment of the chief engineers, they would be
let so as to require payments under these contracts during the
next fiscal year.

The next item I call attention to is the expenses of the United
States courts, $4,846,000. That estimate we recommend, which is
a reduction of $548,500 under the appropriation for the current
yearincluding deficiencies, and we have considerabledeficiency
appropriation to enact for the present year. This decrease in ex-
penditures comes, in my judgment, from the exceedingly wise leg-
islation that was moved by the Judiciary Committee under the
special rule during the last Congress upon the a.pgimpriation bill
and enacted. It gives us greatly dec expenditures.

The next is the Paris Exposition. If gentlemen will bear with
me, I will call attention v briefly to our recommendation
touching that matter. At the late session of Congress on the de-
ficiency bill there was a provision ing legislation accepting
the invitation of the French Government on the part o? the
United States for our people to participate in the Paris Exposition
of 1900, with an appropriation of §25,000 to enable the President
to appoint a commissioner to proceed to communicate with the
exposition aunthorities and to obtain proper space,and also to give
proper information to our own people. That commissioner was
appointed, Major Handy, that all of us recollect so well, connected
with the World’s Fair at Chicago. He took upon himself the
labor of visiting Paris, made arrangements for space, and made a
very exhaustive report, which was transmitted to the Senate—and
gentlemen can obtain it by sending to the document room—cov-
ering the scope of the Paris Exposition, with recommendation for
futare ;s‘fpropriatirms and provisions. Since then it is a matter
of record tous all that Major Handy has been called upon to cross
the dark river.

Now, it is important and necessary that at this session of Con-
gress we should continue this appropriation upon such terms as
will cover the expense that the Government should be called upon
to meet in connection with this exposition. And let me say to the
gentleman that we have given to this subject the fullest investi-
gation possible; we have given the closest examination we could
to Major Handy's re}gort; we have heard experts who had experi-
ence at the Chicago ition; we have had a thorough hearing
of General Franklin, who was our commissioner at the Paris Ex-
position in 1888; we have received suggestions from every quarter
where we could get them, notably from Mr. Brackett, who had
an important connection with the late World’s Fair and who gave
us very useful information, which gentlemen will find in printin
our hearings. We find it to be the%act that the Paris Exposition
will probably be the greatest exposition from the standpoint of
selection that has been held at any time.

So far as I am concerned, I doubt whether there has been or
will be probably any ex-%»eition that will equal in all respects our
exposition at Chicago. But this Paris Exposition is an e ition
wonderfully important, and one which will be wonderﬁ:flpaisnter-
esting, because 1t will be an exposition of selection of the ﬁest, of
the most desirable. There is not nearly as much space to be pro-
vided at this exposition for exhibits as was provided at Chicago.
My understanding is that the space for exhibits at the Paris
sition will be less than one-half of the space which was occupied
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at Chi The space to be allotted to the United States for all
our exhibits, or those of our citizens, will be less than the
which was embraced in the mines and mining building at the
Chicago Exposition.

If gentlemen will read this report they will recognize that it is
desirable to have on this side a board or boards of selection, to
shut out exhibits that are not of the best, because there will not
be room enough for all the exhibits that our people may desire to
gend. Theref%ra there must be selection on this side first; and
afterwards, on the other side, the exposition authorities must again
e ah e s by Major Tand rt, is to be given to

5 , A8 We ajor ndy's report, is ven
the exhibitors by the exposition anthorities without cost. Power
and various other things are also to be furnished without cost.
In the department of fine arts installation is also to be furnished
by the Paris Exposition; in other departments installation is to
be at the expense of the exhibitor. Gentlemen will understand
that this term ‘‘installation ™ covers the special passageways and
the arranging of exhibits. 1

Now, your committee recommend, in the way of appropriation
upon this bill, in substance, as follows: For one commissioner-gen-
eral, to servzl f&;lé threem years, $8,000 a year; ::‘1&1 aamst a%ommm—‘
sioner-general, $6, ayear;usecremﬁ-gan , at 4,600 a year.
The co-g:?missioner-general under our bill, except so far as lingited
by the appropriation, will have power to make rules and regula-
tions. He is to be at the head of the expenditure of this appro-
priation. After muchinvestigation we designedly so recommend,
and in doing so we are guided by the light of our experience at
the Chicago ition. In that case there was a great commis-
gion, one commissioner from each State and Territory.

It was found wonderfully expensive to get those commissioners
together, and when they did get together theiﬂdisagreed, as that
number of men naturally would; and as all their expenses were
paid, it was not very material to them how long they disagreed
or how big the expenses were. We finally reached a time when
a committee of this House, and I believe of the Senate, had to go
out there and make investigation, and absolutely had to freeze
that commission out and install a practical head; otherwise that
great exposition would have been a failure.

Now, we do not propose, so far as the recommendations of your
committee are concerned, to enter upon the mistake of a divided
authorify. One commissioner, having power to make rules and
regulations, having the money with which to organize this work
and having also discretion to accomplish a wise organization,
be better ten commissioners or fifty commissioners. There-
fore we recommend buf one. But commissions seem to be pop-
ular, and so many people probably desire to be commissioners
that we have not been unmindful of this desire of the American
citizen. And there are many eminent citizens very well adapted
to be commissioners—men of skill and judgment. Therefore we
provide for an honorary board of nine commissioners, to be ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate. And, by the way, the other three officers whom I
have named are to be appointed in the same way. i

This honorary board of commissioners is to have an advisory
function as torulesand regulations and the execution of the same.
These eminent gentlemen, after they are appointed and confirmed,
can organize themselves into a board, which will advise the com-
missioner-general 'ram:lch.im{l rules and regulations, and their exe-
cution. And assuming that these nine comimissioners will be
patriotic citizens, as we know they will be, we provide that they
shall gerve without salary and without allowance for expenses. _

Mr. SAYERS. And, the gentleman will allow me to say, it is
also understood that the commissioner-general is not bound to
take their advice.

Mr. CANNON. No; their function is advisory only. IT the
commissioner-general were bound to accept the rules and regula-
tions which any board might devise, it would probably take some
six months to start the organization. Our theory in repor
this appropriation was that there should be one man big eno
and indpustrious enough,in the judgment of the President and the
Senate, to be intrusted with the expenditure of this money, and
that it was not advisable to have any division of counsels or any
division of responsibility. But as this commissioner-general ma
not ‘“know it all,” we provide for this board of patriotic and emi-
nent American citizens, who may meet at their own expense and
consider all matters tending to give gm to their country and
their fellow-citizens, and who shall certify (if they agree) their
judgment to the commissioner-general for his consideration.

Now we limit this appropriation. We Ba{uiﬂlm_t these expendi-
tures shall be within §525,000, and, after , we be-
lieve that is quite emough. It was no part of the infention of
your committee to in any way cheesepare or in any way fail to
give the necessary money to enable the United States to doits
whole duty effectively and liberally. In our opinion, after full
inquiry, we have done that. We give money enough to vide
$75,000 for installation in the Eroper building. We do not detail
it, but we take that into consideration, and no doubt that amount

can be and will be used. For agriculture, education, and fisher-

ies, which are the only governmental exhibits that we authorized

éthose not being auth except in the discretion of the Presi-
ent), we limit the cost of those three to $83,000.

‘We shall necessarily have to make those exhibits if the Govern-
ment enters upon that work, and Puy the expenses of freight and
transportation, etc. Then as to loan exhibits which gentlemen
will understand—exhibits which it is desirable from the stand-
point of the United States to make as a loan, because of their

t interest—we provide that the United States may pay the
ght upon them. But as to all other exhibits my information
is that there will be many times the number of exhibitors knock-
ing at the door for admission than will be enabled to obtain ad-
mission in the that the United States can get, and the
United States, under the report of Mr. Handy, will get what space
itbl is entitled to in com n with other countries, and as desir-
able s E

Sothat you see it is to be dn exposition of selection, The United
iSnt?tes ° do tétqtsadmiqistratio%s gowﬂé tlia;va itsnlzlnreaus of

ormation, and its special guards, too, a general expense,
The policing generally is done by the exposition. It will furnish
the admi tive force. It pay the expenses of officers and
forces of clerks in the United States, and give information. It
will pay the expenses of the boards of selection in the United
States. It will pay the expensesof officers of the bureaun of infor-
mation and all ical force in Paris.

It wiIL]fay the revenue agent when the goods are landed. If
will pay all the expenses of administration most of the expenses
of installation. It has got money enough to pay the expenses of
installation after all this up to $75,000, which is estimated to be
sufficient to make a pavilion in the t Manufactures Build-
ing, which is the principal building. For the balance of the in-
stallation we do not provide. It is deemed by that this
great army of people of ours that want to go with their exhibits
will furnish the amount of money necessary to install their exhibits.

‘We do not provide for payment of freight on the one hand or
installation on the other, except by recommending $75,000 for in-
stallationinpart. Ithascostus, perhaps, as muchtroubletoreport
this measure, or more trouble, than any other measure that the bill
carries. With this explanation I will pass on.

Mr, WM. ALDEN SMITH. Mr. Chairman, I wouldlike toask
the gentleman from Illinois a question.

Mr. CANNON. Certainly.
Mr, WM. ALDEN SMITH. The section of this bill that pro-
vides for the appointment of commissioners to represent the
United States at Paris in 1900 carries nothing for the expenses of
the commission. Is this correct?

Mr. CANNON. That is correct. \

Mr. WM. ALDEN SMITH. I would like to ask the gentleman
from Illinois whether he knows of a similar case on record, in
which a great government, proposing to take part in a world’s
e ition, perfecting plans and g p tions to credit-
ably cause that rnment to be mpresenm sent its com-
mission to do that service without compensation, and without
money.

Mr, CANNON. I will answer the gentleman from Michigan,
If he had done me the honor to follow my explanation—

Mr. WM. ALDEN SMITH. I followed it closely.

Mr. CANNON. It seems to me he would not have asked that

question. Now, we pay, and pay liberally, for all the e that
it is o to appropriate for from the standpoint of the Gov-
ernment bits. ow, it is represented to the committee that

there are many citizens who want to be commissioners.

Mr. WM. ALDEN SMITH. From where?

Mr. CANNON. I have no doubt the gentleman has one or
more in his State. I do not know, but suppose that he would be
able to find them without %eh;in% out a search warrant.

Mr. WM. ALDEN SMITH. There are gentlemen of a certain
class who might be willing to serve without compensation and
pay their own expenses; but is this the most desirable course for
the Government to pursue? Will it secure the ablest and best
representation?

. CANNON. The truth is, I will submit to a motion from
the gentleman from Michigan with great pleasure to strike out
the nine commissioners if he wants to make it.

Mr. WM. ALDEN SMITH. Mr.Chairman, the gentleman from
Illinois has brought from the Committee on Appropriations the
recommendation that the commissioner-general to be chosen by
the President shall have the advice and the counsel and the assist-
ance of nine commissioners, to be selected also by the President
and confirmed by the Senate. Presumably it was his intention to
create a useful and necessary body to share in the responsibility
and labor of such an important undertaking, I simgly desire to
raise the question as to whether it is wise or proper for the Gov-
ernment to restrict itself in the choice of representatives in this
important capacity fo men who may be able and willing to pay
their own expenses and serve without compengation.

I do not believe in this discrimination between our citizens,
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neither do I believe that the Government would obtain the best
gervice by this course. I deem it to be an unfair and uncalled for
discrimination, and while I have no desire to eliminate that pro-
vision from the law, I have a great desire that the commission
thus to be selected may be chosen for its ability and capacity for
creditably representing our Government in France. g

Mr. C. ON. Now, in reply to the gentleman’s question,I
will say that we propose to pay hberall%every man who is neces-
sary to a successful exposition. Does the gentleman propose to
do anything more? :

Mr. WM. ALDEN SMITH. I pmﬁose, Mr. Chairman

Mr. CANNON. Just answer me that question, please. .

Mr. WM. ALDEN SMITH. Well, I will answer the guestion
of the gentleman from Illinois; but I must ingist upon answering
it in my own way. I propose,sir,if I havea vote upon this prop-
osition, to help formulate alaw that will give our Government such
representation in France as is becoming to a great Government,
and not send over our representatives crippled and hampered by
appropriations entirely insufficient to properly place the workman-
ghip and accomplishments of our citizens before the people of the
world who may gather at the beginning of a new century for the

urpose of learning useful lessons from the past; and I do not be-
})iave that great wealth or the ability to labor without compensa-
tion and without se is the proper test of fitness for this im-
portant work, and I can not understand upon what theory such a
proposition can be based.

Ability and special fitness should be the tests; for although a
man may not be able to work without pay and from his own
means meet the expenses of such a duty, yet he may be well qual-
ified for the service, though poor in purse, and he should not be
denied the privilege of serving in such capacity, if in the opinion
of the President of the United States he is in all other respects
qualified and deserving. [Applause.]

Mr. CANNON. Great agpilause. ughter. :

Mr. MAHANY. Ishould like to ask the gentleman from Illi-

nois a question.
Mr. CANNON. One at a time, please.
Mr. MAHANY. I will ask one at a time. [Laughter.]

Mr., CANNON. I will answer the question which has been
asked me and then I will yield to the gentleman, if he desires to
ask a question. o

Mr The gentleman says that it is noft mneces-

uﬁr. CANNON. I will yield to the gentleman from New York

when I have answered the gentleman from Michigan, and will
not yield for remarks inte ted out of order. ¥

I say again that in the judgment of your committee this board
of honorary commissioners are not necessary for the success of
this exposition. Now, 1 am quite content, when we come fo its
consideration, that you amend the bill by striking the nine honor-
ary commissioners out. !
tion which we have given it, we had believed that they wereneces-
sary to this work, to give an effective exposition and maintain the
honor and the credit and the glory of the Republic, we shonld
have put them in there and paid them all their services were
worth; but they go in there at the suggestions of gentlemen as
an honorary commission, and if they do not want to go and pay
their own expenses they donot have to go. Wedonot need them;
but if they want a yellow jacketand a peacock’s feather that does
not cost anythjng, your committee thonght we would reporta pro-
vision that would give them a chance to have the yellow jacket
and the ock's feather if they want it.

Mr. WM. ALDEN SMITH. Iwould suggest to the gentleman
from Illinois, in view of his statement that the Committee on A;io-

ropriations has made provision to confer the rank of the *Yel-
B:nw Jack and Peacock Feather” upon certain distinguished citi-
zens whom he probably has in his mind, that it should not be done
under the guise of attempting to provide proper mac]ﬁner{);ng
ag:poiqtplenta to enable our country to participate in the i

tion.

ok fzgog the hﬁwfﬁl ofa commiatsion with hro:;l, Iihem% dlsicra-

n o what in their judgment is necessary to proper ace
our intellectual and industrial trmm‘fhs before the worldf at I
favor paying reasonable salaries and all legitimate expenses in-
curred in this work. We have men ableand well gualified. Why
not makeAi}:lgomibie for them to serve?

ON

Mr, . _Idonot yield for a agech

.Tl‘ie CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois declines to
mMr. UIGG. Will the gentleman from Illinois yield?

Mr. CANNON. Just one at a time.

Mli. e%IGG I supposed the gentleman from Michigan had
concluded.

Mr, WM. ALDEN SMITH. Will youlet me finish my sentence?

Mr. CANNON. If it is not too long.

Mr, WM, ALDEN SMITH. I will ask the gentleman from Illi-
nois to reconsider his proposition and bring a suitable substitute
therefor before the House,

If, after the investigation and considera- | cess

Mr,. CANNON. Very well; that is very ¢

Mr. QUIGG. Now will the gentleman yield for a question?

Mr. CANNON. For a question.

Mr. QUIGG. The bill carries with it an appropriation which
enables this commissioner-general and his assistant and his secre-
ta.lg to provide any establishment that may be required, does it
no

Mr. CANNON. Certainly.

Mr. QUIGG. That is, he can employ clerks or whatever em-
ployees are n g

. CANNON. E;h, yes; according to his discretion.

Mr. QUIGG. And he has an appropriation in a lump sum that
enables him to do it?

Mr. CANNON. Substantially, with certain limitations.

Mr. QUIGG. Then, as I understand, having made a provision
80 that he may create a commission or a force with which to do
the work, the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNoN] does not
consider that these nine commissioners are necessary at all to a

proper eﬂﬁoﬂ? ;

T.C. ON. Not in the slightest, and I so stated before I
had the advantage of the exceedingly clear statement of the gen-
tleman from Michigan.

Mr. WM. ALDEN SMITH. One further question, if the gen-
tleman will allow me.

Mr. CANNON. Very well.

Mr. WM. ALDEN SMITH. I will ask the gentleman from
Tllinois his opinion as to whether or not a single representative
can be chosen who can manage the vast interests involved to the
entire satisfaction of the various sections of our whole country, or
whether it would not be better to have a properly paid and well-
selected commission, chosen with reference to fitness and locality,
to manage the exhibit of our vast and diversified interests?

Mr. CANNON. What is the question?

Mr, WM. ALDEN SMITH (continuing). I suggest thata suit-
able provision should be made for a commission, to be selected
with reference somewhat to geographical appropriateness, who
shall have a voice in the arranfement for and the execution of
the American exhibit; who shall determine, after careful inguiry,
the character of our display and the space necessary to proper{_:r
make it. To determine this question will involve much labor
and care and thought and investigation, and, while I am not so
tenacious regarding to be paid the commissioners chosen
for this duty, I think that the Government can appropriately
make reasonable provision therefor and pay all reasonable ex-
penses incurred in that service.

Mr. CANNON. Now, the gentleman in a question and a ques-
tion and another question has made three speeches. I will say to
him again, this is songht not by Michigan, or Illinois, or Indiana,
or New York, or other States to participate in this at the common
expense of States; no, not at all. It would not be for the suc-

Mr. WILLTAMS of Mississippi—
How hapoy could I be with either.
Were t* other dear charmer away!

Mr, CANNON (continuning). Of thisexhibition. Itappearsas
if the American people had enough to do with State boundaries.
We undertook the State and Territory boundary at Chicago, and
they came very near wrecking the exposition. They were ex-
ceedingly e sive. They brought upon it scandals, and had to
be eliminated; the whole commission, for they were a commission.
It inhered in the system; do you not see? I1am not saying that
there was anmmna.l dishonesty in the commissioners, but they
had substantially to eliminate them to save that great exposition.
Now, I am not in favor of enteriﬁg upon a similar experiment
here, and your committes is not. Now, let me state again, that
there may be no misunderstanding. If the offer of your com-
mittee is accepted, there will be one commissioner and he will

have ple discretion.

Mr. ﬁNY . Now will the gentleman permit a question?

Mr, CANNON. Oh, just a minute, my friend.

Now, then, I will sa{l again, that, in our judgment, is enough
and the only reason that your committee had for reporting or
suggesting nine honorary commissioners was that it was repre-
sented that eminent American citizens having leisure and willing
to pay their own expenses and serve the conntry without expense
to the Government in a merely advisar{ capacity would be will-
ing to doit. Therefore we put it in. W’iH vote for the gentle-
maéfs amendment, when the time comes, if he desires to strike it
ouw

Mr. WM. ALDEN SMITH. You had better strike it out.

Mr. CANNON. Very well; so be it. I will vote every time
againstahydra-headed commission thatis to be vested with power
here, that is to meet and guarrel at the public expense, although
it might give a constituent of the gentleman or a constifuent of

mine a place.
Mr. }BAHANY Now will the gentleman yield to me for a

question?
Mr, CANNON. Certainly, my friend.
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Mr. MAHANY. Referring to the statement of the gentleman

rding——
mﬁr. CANNON. What is the question?

Mr. MAHANY. Well, I must be permitted o frame my ques-
tion in my own way. Regardingthe * yellow-jacket and peacock-
feather commissioners” that the gentleman has mentioned, does
he not think that we have had during the preceding Administra-
tion—1I will not say in this—enongh *‘ peacock-feather and yellow-
jacket” ambassadors and special envoys of the United States, and
does he not agree that it is time to cut off these purely social and
entirely useless representatives of this Government? Will he, as
chairman, submit to an amendment correcting, if possible, that
evil in this commission? <

Mr. CANNON. I will submit with great pleasure. .

Mr. SAYERS. Why do you not say under this Administration?
Lot me ask the gentleman to have the courtesy to answer that

nestion.
;] Mr. MAHANY. Oh,Ileavethattothe gentleman from Illinois.

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, I desire to ask the gentleman from
Illinois a question.

Mr. CANNON. Certainly. - .

Mr. QUIGG. I want to say to him that I am very much afraid
that one result of this one-commissioner proposition—

Mr. CANNON. Very well,

Mr. QUIGG. Will be that the interests who want to be repre-
sented there and who are willing to pay the expenses of their rep-
resentatives may succeed in gobbling up these nine commissioners,
so that instead of being re})resentativas of the Government they
would be representatives of the large interests, and there is great
danger of this sort of thing, because I know the kind of persons
who will try to do it. 4

Mr. CAN{ION . To entirely avoid that, would it not be better
not to have any commission?

Mr. QUIGG. I think so. 4

Mr. CANNON. We can get rid of all temptation if we passan
act ta.kisf a back track; not to expend any money for the exposi-
tion at all. ;

Mr. QUIGG, You can get rid of it much better by confining it
to your own progoaition which I entirely approve of. The gen-
tleman says he t inks—I think the gentleman ought to be ing
to yield—-

ﬁlr. CANNON. T had not answered the gentleman yet. Let
me finish, and then I will yield to the gentleman. .

Mr. QUIGG. Well, the gentleman seemed to look kind of

weary.

Mr. CANNON. Iam consuming more time now than I ought
to. I will say that I am not enchanted with the commission of
nine people. I am quite content that the provision should be
stricken out. I will say that to the extent of my voice and vote I
will op any commission composed of several people that is to
be in charge of this exposition, because I see nothing but disaster
to result from it. Now I will yield to the gentleman from New

York [Mr. UIGG}. 2
Mr. QUIGG. Isim ]& want to indulge the hope that the gen-
tleman from Illinois f . Canxon] will favor striking out the

proposition for nine honorary commissioners. He has provided
already, as he has explained, suitable and sufficient commissioners
for the carryinig out of the eﬂ)osition on the part of this Govern-
ment, and I see in the proposition for nine honorary commissioners
a danger and a serious scandal.

Mr. CANNON. My friend will notice, if he will read the pro-
vision, that the nine eminent citizens are to act in an advisory
capacity only; still, I am willing to see that provision stricken out.

ﬁ SAMUEL W. SMITH. I want to ask the chairman what
this provision is for the tmnﬁrtﬂtion of silver coin?

Mr. CANNON. Itistheordinaryappropriationthatcommenced
in 1888, and it is to pay the expenses of transportation of silver
to whoever applies for it.

Mr. COX. 1 would like to ask one question before you leave
this question of the Paris Exposition. Under this bill, the way it
is proposed to orl-gsnize for this exposition, can any serious results
or injury come if you strike out entirely the nine honorary com-
missioners?

Mr. CANNON. No.

Mr, COX. Well, do yon not think it would be better?

Mr. CANNON. The only chance for trouble with these nine
commissioners, or ninety commissioners, who pay their own sal-
aries and expenses, would be to give them the power to make rules
and regulations. But all this bill proposes to do is to give them
the power to meet and then certify their conclusions for the in-
formation of the commissioner who alone has full power.

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman yield
me a few moments?

Mr. CANNON. I will,in a minute. I think I have about fin-

ed.
Mr, MARSH. I would like to ask my colleague whether
authority conferred upon the Secretary of Agriculture is ample

to enable him to prepare an exposition of corn in its various states
of food, ete., for the exposition?

Mr. CANNON. I think so.

Mr. MARSH. That isasubject of great importance to the corn
growers, as well as to the count?' tienerall

Mr. CANNON. The power of the i

y-
agricultural commissioner
is E{lrensry
. MARSH. One pa aph requires the tion provided
for by the Secretary of the Interior to be returned. The object of
my inquiry is to ascertain whether the committee have taken into
consideration that the Secretary of Agriculture is fully authorized
to prepare such an exhibit?

Mr. CANNON. Itseems to me certain.

Mr. SIMPSON of Kansas. Will the gentleman permit me?
Does not this provision for the nine commissioners really mean
the appointment of nine millionaires who have special trade inter-
ests to go over there and look after their interests—people who have
no general interest in the trades that other peopﬂegre interested
in—go to Paris and to get in the swim? [Laughter.]

Mr. CANNON. About that I have no information, but if they

do go, they go at their own expense.
MAIfANY That will not deter them.

T. .

Mr. CANNON. I do not want any millionaire, or anybody
who is not a millionaire, to fasten themselves onto this service at
the da;?ense of the Government in any place where they are not
needed.

Mr. RIDGELY. I wish to ask the gentleman from Illinois a
question. As I understand, these nine commissioners are to have
no power and are to cost nothing.

Mr. CANNON. Precisely.

Mr. RIDGELY. Can we not open the door and authorize 99
commissioners or any other number?

Mr. CANNON. Certainly; wecando that just as well. Ihave
no objection whether the number be 9 or 19 or 99. It does not
make a bit of difference to me whether there are 9 or 99 or none.

Mr. RIDGELY. I object to any.

Mr, CANNON. But Isay this: When you give the power to
run an exposition to more than one man, that is not practical, in

m{ judgment, if we are to have a successful exposition.
= yield seven minutes to the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr.
ALKER].

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I should like
to know what is to be the result in this House of this adverse criti-
cism, this condemnation and sneering and conhenégmtnous remarks
directed toward any man who, in davelgﬂng is country, in
making it rich and prosperous, has accumulated himself anygrt
of the wealth which he is instrumental in creating and which is
absolutely necessary in order to enable him to do this thing of
davalc&ping our country, which we all want done. Sup,
should draft our Congressmen from the poorhouses, have m‘:ﬂ

aupers! That is what we are coming to, if these men are right.
t a miserable, contemptible man he must be who, having
improved his five talents, has other five committed to him, or to
whom the one talent his fellow has buried is committed! What
are we coming to in this House? What is this style of discussion
aiming at, and what will be itsresults? Iam utterlf-wit may not
be quite parliamentary, but I will say it—I am ntterly ashamed of
this constant hmnﬁi;]g in this House, to the effect that no man
can be trusted who any taxable property, that a man is con-
temptible and mean in proportion to the amount of his tax bills,
It is time that this thing were ended and we attended to legislation.

Now, what about these nine commissioners? Let uslookat this
matter a moment. Suppose you send to Paris one commission
with no man to advise him, no man to whom he can reveal his
plans and upon whom he can rely to give him counsel. I want to
tell you that in such a case the wear and tear upon that man must
be a hundredfold more than if he has nine comtgetent men to
consult and advise with, men who have shown their abilit{ cﬁ
acquiring control and leadership and kingship over the phys
things of this life as well as over mental and moral things. ~ Con-
temptible, is he? and to be trodden upon in this House!

These nine commissioners are to be appointed by the President,
Is he so contemptible that he will appoint men who will enter
upon this duty for the sake of advancing their special interests—
to advertise fhemselves and their wares? Is not the President
rightly the representative of this great le of 70,000,000; an
can we not trust him? If not, whom s we trust? Wem
commit this business to some one. To whom shal] we commit it?
Why not to a man who has been elected by the Peopla, who
looks to those 70,000,000 people for their approval and commendas
tion, who must please them or receive their condemnation? Wherg
else can we lodge this authority, absolutely necessary to be exer-
cised if this commissioner is to be successful?

‘We need these nine men, and if they go upon this commission
they may honorably pay tﬁeﬁ- own charges. I think I remem
to have read in an ancient that a man of mme ability and
grand self-sacrifice once went upon a certain n at his own
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charges—the great apostle to the Gentiles. Was he mean and
gontemptible because he had the wherewithal, or could get it, to
gou his own charge?

I think it is time this thing should be ended, I think we ought
to lefialat.e like men and not like disgruntled boys. We should
not legislate in a spirit of contempt for every man in the com-
munity of any substantial worth having provg his value to this
country by developing its physical resources. [Applause.]

ere the hammer fell,
r. ROBINSON of Indiana. Will the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts yield to a question?

The C (Mr. NorRTHWAY). The time of the gentle-
man from Massachusetts has expired.

Mr. ROBINSON of Indiana. Iask the gentleman from Texas
[Mr. SAYERs] to yield a minute that I may ask my question
and the gentleman from Massachusetts answer it.

Mr. SAYERS. I will yield a minute to the gentleman from
Indiana for that purpose.

Mr. ROBINSON of Indiana. I wish to ask the gentleman from
Massachusetts whether the character of this bill with its provi-

sions for the appointment of this commission does not suggest the
guspicion of the appointment of a commission to go to France to

change her monetary system? [Laughter.]

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts (rising from his seat). Good
morning! [Loud laughter. ]

Mr. CANNON. I now yield thirty minutes to the gentleman

from Indiana [Mr. JoENSON].

Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, there is pending to-
day before the Senate of the United States a treaty which has for
its object the annexation to this country of the Sandwich Islands,
The question involved in this measure, I need hardly say to the
Honse, is one of profound interest to the American people.

Indeed, sir, it would be difficult to overestimate the importance
of the question. It can truthfully be affirmed that very few mat-
ters as serious in character and as far-reaching in consequences
have been before the Senate for consideration within the last
guarter of a century.

It is generally understood that a sufficient number of Senators
have not yet consented to vote for this treaty to secure its ratifi-
cation, but nevertheless the weary debate at the other end of the
Capitol still draws on, not openly, that the geaple may hear what
is said and weigh the arguments, but behind closed doors, in what
the gentlemen of the Senate are pleased to dignify by the some-
whateuphonioustitle of executivesession. Meanwhile the friends
and supporters of this treaty, both inside and outside of the Sen-
ate, are turning heaven and earth in order to secure its adoption.

‘We are told that the President of the United States is laboring
earnestly and persistently to change the convictions of certain
Senators who are known to be o%posed to annexation. The Presi-
dent of the Hawaiian Republic has been upon our shores that he
might by his personal presence add something of momentum to
the movement, He was received here b{othose holding high offi-
cial positions with a hospitality which bordered somewhat upon
ostentation. The social amenities that passed between him and
them were so cordial in their character that their very effusive-
ness may have obscured the serious and dangerous character of
the proposition which he asked us to accept.

It is therefore well enough, Mr. Chairman, for us to pause at
this juncture of the affair and reflect that the Hawaiian nation is
the only one of the two nations concerned in this treaty which
has everything to gain and nothing to lose by a political union
with ourselves. It is certainly not demanding too much, sir, to
ask that this grave and momentons question shall be discussed,
considered, and decided solely from the standpoint of American
interest and with the single purpose of tEromoting the happiness
and t‘;l;:-all.’:au'e of those who dwell under the shadow of the Ameri-
can flag.

I confess, Mr. Chairman, that I am somewhat amazed at the
general and widespread indifference mﬂ the part of the masses
of our coun en with respect to this matter. It is true that
the question of Hawaiian annexation has been brought forward
several times within the last four or five years, that the news-
parlmrs have discussed it to a greater or less extent and with more
or less intelligence, and that it is now generally known that the
treaty is pending and that its ratification is being urged; but with
all this, it is still the fact that the condition of the public mind
concerning it is one of apathy. The very few of our countrymen
who have given any attention to the subject are inclined to favor
annexation. There is something which so agpeals to the national
vanitg'mi:n connection with the project that the superficial and the
unreflecting find it exceedingly hard toresist it. It seems to be a
difficult thing for them to put away this glittering prize, which
they are told can be ours if we will simply accept it.

Mr. Chairman, I know of no more certain way of arousing the
public mind upon this subject, of concentrating upon it the 1)0
ular attention, of disabusing the minds of the people of first bl nsri
and erroneous impressions respecting it, than to :Jreak down the

doors of the Senate of the United States and let our countrymen
into the galleries, that they may see what is transpiring upon the
floor of that body and know what is being said there. I want to
see this question put to the crucial test of an open and public dis-
cussion, for I firmly believe that if ever it is subjected to this test,
either upon the floor of the Senate or upon the floor of this House,
the people will be quick to discover the danger {that lurks in the

roposition, and will place upon it the seal of their condemnation

in la ge so plain and unmistakable that it will be buried
hfyon the poseibility even of an ultimate resurrection. [Ap-
plause.

I confess, Mr. Chairman, that I have not been able to give to
this subject an exhaustive examination; that I am not entirely
familiar with all the literature which bears uponit. If Iam igno-
rant in some particulars, I have to blame the gentlemen who have
hidden their wisdom behind barred doors at the other end of this
building, and hence I can not be reproached by them because of
any lack of minute information npon my part.

But amid the general press of the public duties which have
borne upon me I have nevertheless time and opportunity to
give to the matter some thoughtful consideration, and I can not
see, sir, in the proposal for the annexation of the Sandwich Islands
anything but menace and danger to the future of our countrymen.,

. Chairman, I am opposed to the annexation of Hawaii be-
cause I believe that the people of Hawaii are op toit. Iam
not to be misled by this special plea that the sentiment of the
people of the Sandwich Islands is only to be obtained from those
who assume to govern them. This, sir, is the merest technicality.
Tfhergo is n;: room here for the application of the narrow doctrine
of estoppel.

I brus! lpth this subterfuge, I get at the very heart of the ques-
tion, and I find that, whether the existing Government of Hawaii
is a government de facto or a %overnmant de jure, in this instance
at least it is misrepresenting the actual wishes of the people whose
rights it is so ready to barter away. [Applause.]

find that a monster petition has been presented by two-thirds
of the native inhabitants of that island to the Senate of the United
States protesting against annexation. I find that neither the
friends and supporters of this scheme in the Senate nor the Dole
Government are willing to submit the question to the people of
Hawaii that they may give expression to their sentiments by a
free and untrammeled ballot.

Mr. Chairman, I remember several years ago when the govern-
ment of the Queen of Hawaii had been overthrown, and when
upon its ruins had been erected the Dole Government, there were
those who asserted in this Chamber that this change of government
had been bmught about by the active interposition of American
citizens. I did not then believe that charge to be true, and I was
one of those who denied it vigorously npon this floor; but, sir, I
am frank to confess that in view of the pertinacity and determi-
nation with which this treaty is now being pressed upon us, fol-
lowing so soon as it does npon the events to which I have referred,
strong color is given to the accusation which was then made and
which I then so earnestly denounced.

Mr. Chairman, we boast that ours is a representative Govern-
ment, that it is a Government of volition, that its foundations are
laid deep in the hearts of the people. 'With what propriety, with
what consistency, with what justice, then, do we stand up before
the eyes of the civilized world, and, holding in one hand the divine
declaration of Thomas Jefferson that all governments derive their
just power from the consent of the governed, reach out with the
other hand under pretense of amity, but really in violence, to draw
into close relationship with ourselves a people who are not only
not consenting to the union, but who are earnestly and actively

protesting against it? [Applause.]
Mr. GI N. Iwill ask the gentleman if he was in favor of
suppressing the rebellion?
. JOHNSON of Indiana. I ask the gentleman not to inter-

rn}[)'{;l me.
e CHATRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana declines to be
interrupted.

Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, I am opposed to this
proposition for another reason. The ple of Hawaii are not
sufficiently intelligent to be incorporated into our domain. Intelli-
gence is the exception there; ignorance is the general rule. The
population is a mixed, a mongrel, one. They have not been edu-
cated as we have; they have not our habits of thought; they do
not appreciate the genius of free government as we do.

How long has it been since there was passed through both
Houses of ngress and sent to the Executive for his signature a
bill excluding from our shores the ignorance, the panperism, and
the crime of the Old World that are annually coming to our shores
to permeate our system and poison the blood of the body politic?
And yet the Hawaiian annexationist is proposing that we shall
now annex to our domain these people who are open to the very
objection upon which that bill was icated. ow long has if
been since we passed our Chinese exclusion acts and justified them
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to the country upon the ground that we must drive out the igno-
rance that was coming to us from the Flowery Kingdom fo the

il of our population and the damage of our free itutions.

ith what consistency, then, do we now reach out over an ex-

of waters to draw to ourselves a population composed so
my of Chinese?
I know, Mr. Chairman, there are gentlemen who tell us that if
annexation is once accomplished the tide of intelligence and civ-
ilization from this conntry will pour out and take possession of
the island. But does this alter the fact that the ignorance will
still remain there? I have not yet heard, sir, of any advocate of
annexation, however enthusiastic, who proposes either to deport
this population from the Sandwich Islands or to drive it into the
sea.
I am also aware of the fact that gentlemen who favor this un-
happy scheme tell us that the annexation of Hawaii does notnec-
essarily imply that it is to be taken into the fellowship of States.
Mr. Chairman, for this very reason I antagonize it with all the
more resolution. I trust the time will never come in my history
when I must look upon any territory under the shadow of my
country’s flag without realizing that in due course of events if
will become entitled to a full participation in all the glories and
advantages that come from a membership in the Federal Union.
Sir, the sordid policy of acquiring foreign territory simply to
draw sustenancefrom it, simply to hold it as a matter of pride with-
out permitting it to grt‘icipate in the functions of government,

~ was well adapted to the nations of antiquity, and even to the na-
tiolx:s of medi?val i{)x:a?i;n to tal.:mient Gr(-iece or Féomg,f?ut suc!i a
policy is utterly un ing the genius of a great and free people,
whose government is representative in character and whichpde—
rives all its just power from the consent of the governed.

Sir, in the name of our splendid system of common schools, in
the name of our colleges, our universities, and our other institu-
tions of learning, in the name of that general diffusion of knowl-
edge which is so essential to the permanency of our free institu-
tions, I enter my solemn protest against the consummation of this
colossal blunder.

Mz. Chairman, I am opposed to annexation for another reason.
‘We do not need this territory in which to W(:ﬁpand our population.
‘We have not yet reached the period, and will not reach the period
in a century of time, when we shall re%nire an overflow for our
development. It is true that we have here 70,000,000 souls, but
our country is avast emgu’e and our population, cbm%arativsly
speaking, is still sparseand diffused. people are not treading
on each other’s heels as are the inhabitants of many of the coun-
tries of the Old World where g}otﬁglation is dense. We can put
our 70,000,000 people inside o confines of the great State of
Texas alone without their having to touch elbows and without
their interfering with the freedom of action.

There is nothing, then, in the national growth, either present or

tive, which requires that this sacrifice shall be made, Far

ter will it be for us to devote our energies to the development

of our own resources, to inangurating the great reforms which are

n for the welfare of our peopleand the permanency of our

institutions than for us to reach out hundreds of miles into the

Pacific Ocean to take to ourselves a country which we do not

need and which is inferior in all its general aspects to the soil of
which we are already the happy possessors.

Iam o ed, sir, to this proposed treaty upon another ground.
The acquisition of Hawaii means the strengthening not of the
centripetal but of the centrifugal force in this nation. I am one
of those, sir, who believe in the Federalist theory of government,
not that 1 would deprive the people of their ienable right to

ocal self-government, not that I would withdraw from the States

any of that sovereignty which is theirs under a just construction
of the Constitution, but that, consistent with the employment of
these inestimable blessings, I would attract the minds and hearts
of the people to that great Federal Government which is over all.

I would inspire them with respect and veneration for that cen-
tralized and unified power in the State which is, after all, our surest
refuge in time of storm and danger, and in the absence of which,
instead of being a t and powerful nation, capable of i.uspirin%
respect abroad and confidence at home, we will amere lo
of petty States with clashing interests, impotent to protect our-
selves either from dangers within or without.

Therefore, sir, because I favor the centripetal and unifying
power in the State, I hesitate not to antagonize here and now any
proposition for the acquisition of insular territorial Ii:ﬁ?"”‘m
which is pursned in flagrant violation either of lines of latitude or
of longitude, or which ignores those well-marked differences in
dia(-lnomtion and temperament which come de-om difference in race,
and which therefore tends to create a diversity rather than a

community of interests, and to weaken rather than to strengthen
the bonds which bind us to a common flag and a common destiny,

Every island, sir, that you plant in the sea, ev anqt

yourself, increases bﬂns that much

people that you un

the underlying currents which make for dismemberment and flow
to disintegration.

Mr, Chairman, I am still further opposed to this short-sighted
?ropoetiﬁon because it is inangurated in plain and flagrant viola-

ion of the traditions of this country, because it proposes to depart
from all that is safe and conservative in our history, and to fool-
ishly embark us upon the rash sea of an unnecessary experiment,
Every bit of the territory which we have heretofore annexed, with
one exception, has been of soil contiguous to our own domain. It
was so in the case of Florida, w! we purchased from Spain,
It was eo when we bought Louisiana from Napoleon Bonaparte.
It was so when we annexed Texas as an independent State., It
was 80 when we acquired California, immediately following the
war with Mexico.

In 1853, when Millard Fillmore was President and Daniel Web-
ster was éecreta.ry of State, these very islands were offered to us
for the mere acceptance of them, and the statesmanship of that
day was sensible and patriotic enough to respectfully decline
them. Duru‘zg the Ad istration of Andrew Johnson,or, at any
rate, when William H. Seward was premier, the Island of St.
Thomas was offered to us on precisely the same terms, and again
we had the wisdom and good sense to refuse to accept the gift.

Duri_n%t-he Administration of General Grant, although he threw
the weight of his powerful influence in its favor, after a prol
and somewhatacrimonious debatein the Senate of the United States
a proposition to purchase San Domingo and make it a part of our
domain was signally defeated. Never have we departes from this
policy, except when we bought Alaska from Russia. Whether
or not that purchase was wise or unwise, whether that act wag
fortunate or unfortunate, the future alone will develop; we are
not yet beyond the stages of experiment with respect to it.

If we have acquired rich territory, it can at least be said that
the discovery of gold recently made there is beyond our territorial
lines, If we have acquired seal fisheries, we have acquired with
them delicate and perplexing questions which have caused us
much difficulty with the mother country and entailed the expendi-
ture of a large sum of money, and yet these troublesome questions

remain to perplex us in the future.

My, Chairman, I am opposed to this whole scheme for another
reason. The possession of the Hawaiian Islands simply means
that they will be a source of irritation forall time to come get:ween
ourselves and foreign nations. Insular territorial possessions are
a prolific source of contention. I invoke the history of all agesin
corroboration of this. The ience of the mother country her-
selfamp};:tbests it. Ithas been sowith Alaska. Ifwill be more
so with Hawaii. 2 '

The very moment the Sandwich Islands become an integral part
of our country, that moment we take upon ourselves all the re-
sponsibility for their management and control. Who is there wise
enough to foresee or foretell how many vexed and annoying ques-
tions may arise between ourselves and powerful maritime nations
of the Old World gro out of such a union, questions as to the
occupation by them of Hawaiian waters, Hawaiian harbors, the
use of the islands for coaling stations, and the hundreds of con-
troversies which are liable to arise with respect to this territory?

And this, sir, naturally leads me to another ground of objec-
tion to annexation, one closely allied to that about which I have
just been ing. This nation to-day is gra.cticgﬂg invulnerable
to successful attack from a foreign foe. The broad ocean which
rolls between us and the powerful nations of the Old World forms
an impassable barrier to us on. We have no ouf-
1 and exposed provinces to defend. We have a territory con-

ous and compact, Our resourceg are inexhaustible, our base
of supplies is at our very door, our lines of communication are
open and can not be severed in case of a foreign war.

‘We have here 70,000,000 brave and patriotic people. Thus in-
trenched in a continent, the nation that would wage war upon us
must attack us upon our own do » Where our great prowess
and our enormous population would enable us to crush any force
that might be sent against us. We have a splendid Navy and
excellent coast defenses for the protection of our seaboards. It is
true that our commerce, in case of hostilities, might be preyed
upon on the open sea, but we ourselves possess some swift cruisers
which would make havoc with the merchant marine of any nation
on the face of the globe.

Our natural facilities for defense, I say, are great. We are re-
spected, and even feared, abroad, not simply because we Eroﬂuca

things which the nations of the earth must have, but also
because Grod Almighty has us with the advantage of geo-
phical situation, But what does the annexationist propose to

o? Instanﬂytomgre?ateourharribory, instantly to destroyitscon-
lg, instantly to plant our territory 2,200 out in the Pa-
; to Lﬁga us away from our base of supplies, to make

for us to maintain our communication, to surrender the
vantages for defense which we now enjoy, and to give

o
it
natural
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us an island out there which will be a bone of contention fo fight
over and defend in case of a foreign war.

Mr. TAWNEY, Will the gentleman from Indiana allow me a
question?

Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana, I prefer not to be interrupted. I
never heretofore have denied gentlemen the right to interr%:.;
debate, but I prefer on this occasion to finish my remarks. I
Iwill come to the matter that the gentleman has in mind verysoon.

Mr. Chairman, this annexation thus becomes our veriest weak-
ness; this point of vulnerability in itself invites war where now
our invulnerability discourages it.

Now, what adequate reply, sir, can gentlemen who are in the
habit of telling us that this island is the key to the Pacific, that
it is absolutely necessary that we should have it for our protec-
tion, and who are constantly prating about its tacticial advantage
and about its stragetic importance, make to all this—these gen-
tlemen who would have us believe that American guns mounted
in Hawaii conld sweep the mouth of the Nicaraguan Canal, hun-
dreds of miles away, and could command the vast of
waters that roll between the Eastern and Western Hemispheres,
and thus remove from us the possibility of invasion?

‘Why, the very moment we acquire these islands, that very
moment we must pr to garrison them, to fortify them, and
make them as near impregnable as possible. They must be con-
verted into a veritable Gibraltar. e must greatly increase our
Navy, in order that we may be able fo keep open our lines of com-
munication, and rally to their defense when they are attacked by
any hostile power. And what, Mr. Chairman, does this signify?
It means that we must enormously increase our appropriation to
provide for this forfification, this garrison, and this Nayy, and to
meet the onerous demands which this annexation would impose
upon us, and that, too, sir, at the very time when our receipts are
running behind our expenditures between $30,000,000 and §40,000,-
000 per year; that, too, at the very time when our current recei&ts
mlifa.rgly equal to our current expenditures; that, too, at the
very time when every consideration of patriotic duty requires
that we shall endeavor to administer the Government in all its
branches with the utmost and wisest economy.

Mr. Chairman, there is no escape from this %oposiﬁon. A man
does not have to be gradunated either from West Point or from
Annapolis to see it. 1f Hawaii is the key of the Pacific, it ceuses
to be the key of the Pacific to any nation that holds it without
!orﬁ%ing it, and without the enormous expenditure of mone
and the great naval equipment necessary in order to maintain it
in all its Integrity.

Mpr. Chairman, I antagonize the pending treaty for another rea-
son. Itsetsa ent—a bad edent, a vicious precedent; a
precedent which, I imagine, will be followed, and that, too, at a
very early day. You will find, gentlemen, that in this matter

““increase of appetite” will ** grow by what it feeds on.” Thisis
the most lamentable feature of this entire tmmﬁrsaaion. if, indeed,
we are at all disposed to take the first step in the tran ion.

To-day the cry is, **Give us Hawaii!” Yield to this in a mo-
ment of weakness, and to-morrow you will hear the cry, * Give
us Cuba!” Accede to this in an hour of irresolution, and the day
after you will hear the cry, *Give us Samoa!” And each one of
these demands will be fortified by artful sophistries evolved from
the fertile brains of gentlemen who know full well how to pander
to the national vanity and to appeal to the national cupidity.

And thus, sir, yon will finally gain sach momentum that you
can not check your course,even if discretion tells you that yon
ought to do so. So you will go on till yon find yourselves irre-
trievably committed to a policy which is not only in violation of
all our traditions, which is not only not essential to the happiness,
ﬁrosperity, or material development of our people, but which also

down a pathway strewn with the wreck of the nations that
have pursued such a policy, and leads you into difficulties the
vharacter and i of which are utterly unknown.

Mr. Chairman, 1 do not dandv that the acquisition of foreign ter-
ritory is gratifﬁn%nt;) the pride of a nation. I do not even deny
that 1t sometimes its advantages; that it results occasionally
in the acquisition of power and of wealth. But I nevertheless
unhesitatingly affirm on this floor—and again I call impartial his-
tory to bear me ount in the assertion—that as a general rule it is a
source of weaknessrather than of strength toa peodgle. Such a pol-
icy excites cup'idit{; it provokes avarice; it breeds oppression; if
inflicts injustice; it levies taxes; it incurs expenses; it stirs up
strife; it sheds human blood; it is a step in the direction of dis-
memberment; and the inevitable goal to which the nation tends
which follows it is that of national disintegration and decay.

[Here the hammer fell.]

Mr, SLAYDEN. I ask unanimous consent that the gentleman
from Indiana be allowed time to finish his remarks.

Mr. JOHNSOXN of Indiana. I am now two-thirds through.

Mr. SAYERS. I hope that the request will be granted and
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that instead of the general debate being closed at 5 o'clock to-day
it be closed at 5.80.

There was no objection.

Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, let the nations of
the Old World goon pursuirtlﬁ this %:,hcy to their hearts’ content,
if they desire to doso. Let them, I beg you, have a full monopoly
of the evils which follow in its train. Let them saddle their peo-
ple with enormous debts that they may equip great navies and
raise great armies to precipitate them into conflicts in which they
spend millions of treasure and shed oceans of human blood.

Let the mother country, less fortunately situated than our-
selves—obliged by the narrow confines of her island home to draw
upon her colonies for subsistence and to draw u them also
largely for her commerce and her wealth—boast, if she pleases,
that the sun never goes down uIiv]on British soil. 'We can point
her to the fact that neither does the sun go down upon the wretch-
edness and misery which her remorseless policy has produced.

[Applause. ]

&% can point her to the revolts in India, to the difficulty of
maintaining her supremacy in South Africa, to the enormous ex-
pense of keeping up her lines of communication, to the wars and
rumors of wars which bring anxiety to the faces and sadness to
the hearts of her people. e can point her—and we can do it
with [iardonable pride—to the flower of her colonies, which for
seven long years she sought by the expenditure of money and
blood to mtm'n,breakin%lg?tf from her grasp and in a little over
a century, by pursuing di y the o:fpoait-e policy to that which
she has pursued in this respect, not only rivaling but outstripping
her in progress and in material dev(;e}gment and in everything
T:}ft rﬁskaa]a nation great and respe in the eyes of mankind,

plause.

130, Mr. Chairman, while these nations are teaching avarice,
let us preach contentment. While they are exciting by threats of
war, let us soothe by promises of perpetual peace. hile th
are inflicting suffering and misery, let us dispense happiness an

rosperity.
- & Peace hath her victories
No less renown'd WAaT.

Let it be our happy lot to achieve those bloodless trinmphs
which, while they will exalt and enrich us as a people, will not
derogate in the least from the happiness and welfare of any other
nation under the light of the shining sun. Letus heed theadvice
and example of George Washington, that great and wise patriot
whose birth is this instant being commemorated throughout the
entire land, and avoid all entangling alliances with the other
countries of the earth. Let us furn our atfention o the develop-
ment of our own resources and to the upbuilding and upholding
of that which is already ours.

‘We have here, Mr. Chairman, as I said before, 70,000,000 people,
intelligent, thrifty, ingenious, and patriotic. We have an em-
pire for our home. Our soil is ing with natural riches, which
await the deft hand of labor, secon by the power of capital, to
take them from their hiding places and convert them into articles
of ornament and nse. We have fields to plant and to sow. We
have erops to harvest and to garner. 'We have mines to open and
work. We have mills and factories to operate. We are yetin
the very infancy of onr resources, in the very morning of our
development. : :

Our great navigable rivers, our railroads whose steel bands form.
the fretwork of our continent, are lying ready to convey to al]
classes of our population, in every nﬁgrﬁon of our mighty domain,
these products of the field, the e, and the factory; and the
great ocean vessels, with their dark hulls, arelying at our seaboard
ports, ready to transport thess things to the various natiomns of
the globe and to receive back from them in trade those things
which are necessary for our comfort and our happiness.

Mr. Chairman, we shall be wise indeed if we devote ourselves to
this internal development and growth, if we refuse to take hold
of this bauble that is handed out to us, and which, 1 am persnaded,
those who think the most profoundly will be quickest to reject.

And, Mr. Chairman, are there not also administrative and in-
ternal reforms which are necessary to our people and worthy of
our most serious attention? Ah, sir, here is a field broad enough
to enlist the best attributes of our hearts and minds.

Let us see if we can not purify the right of suffrage, if we can
not banish frand and bribery and violence in all forms from the
polls, if we can not do away with the shameful, notorious, and
profligate use of money at all our general elections, and especially
at our Presidential elections. [Applause.] Let us see if we can
not avoid the reproach, whether deserved or not I shall not say,
that the surest stepping-stone to power in our country, and espe-
cially to the United States Senate, isthe possession of great wealth,

Let us see if we can not rid our great municipalities of the cor-
rupt rings that dominate them and plunder them without con-
science and without stint, making local self-government by the
people, so long as they are in control,a byword and a sham. Let
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us see if we can not pass a wisely devised immigration law that
will stop at the doors of Castle Garden the great hordes of theig-
norant, the vicious, and the pauper classes who come here an-
nually from abroad in numbers too large for us longer to assimi-
late, and who threaten to produce deterioration in the national
blood. [Applause.] X
Let us see, Mr. Chairman, if we can not establish, and that, too,
beyond the possibility of cavil or doubt, a stable and fixed stand-
arg of value. Let us see if we can not do away with this crude,
unscientific, and costly system of banking and currency which we
possess, a system not founded upon economic truths, but born
amid the exigencies of war, the result largely of unwise legislative
compromises; a system whose evils I do not exaggerate when I
denominate it a system of patchwork and shreds, the like of which
no civilized nation upon the face of the earth would tolerate for
an instant. ; ’
Let us see if we can not supplant this system with one which is
better adapted to the necessities of our countrymen, which will do
away with the demand obligations of the Governmentand relegate
the Treasury to its ancient and normal functions of simply collect-
ing the public revenues and disbursing them in the payment of the
pn%)lic ; a system which, without contracting our cur-
rency, ;lxﬁ ive us an elastic and safe circulating medium, one
which will do away with the conﬁsstion_of money at the money
centers and give to the people in the agricultural sections of the
country the same facilities for doing business cheaply as are pos-
sessed 1n the great marts of trade and commerce—one which will
equalize, at least to a great extent, the interest rates throughout
the length and breadth of the land.

Let us see if we can not devise for ourselves a system which will
not be a menace to business, an impediment to trade, a restriction
upon commerce; which will not hamper our material development,
but which will confer upon us the maximum of benefit at the
minimum of cost and speed us forward upon the highway of enter-

rise.

: Mr. Chairman, our foreign %olicy can be firm and patriotie, and
at the same time be respectful and dignified. Conscious of our
great power, we can we 1 afford to avoid bluster and to look ugon
jingoism with contempt. We should have higher ambition than
simply to be the roistering bully of the Western Hemisphere. We
ahoulg endeavor to maintain the Monroe policy so far as it is nec-
essary to save us from real menace or reasonable apprehension of
danger.

Mgaf Chairman, this nation is all powerful. The world needs
what we}prom, and Lhareft (grreng:g no e omt;on to :;.{tt,aclaing.
All e realize our great stre , an erefore seek no %
cultl;egv%th us. With nations, as with individuaals, the natural
state is one of amity. It is oniy under the influences of provoca-
tion, cupidity, or danger that they develop into a condition of
hostility, and I hesitate not, sir, to affirm in this presence that
there are no benefits which can accrue to us by virtue either of
conquest or of annexation that can not be more readily and more
economically obtained by the peaceful arts of treaty and diplomacy.

It is well enough, too, Mr. Chairman, that we should learn
something as to the right use of the great Navy which we possess,
a Navy for whose building and maintenance we have voted ap-
propriations with such pride and gratification. I fancy, sir, that
gince the Navy has developed into such formidable proportions
there has sometimes been displayed by certain classes a spirit
of impatience and aggressiveness toward other countries which

“was hardly befitting a peaceful and mighty people. I imagine
that it has bred in certain quarters a spirit of belligerency almost
bordering upon insolence. i

Sir, as a plethoric treasury leads to great schemes of public
plunder, so does a well-equipped army or navy sometimes lead to
rash conduct upon the part of those who possess it—conduct which
often results in injury to the people. [.ﬁlppl:.a.u.se.{1 The Army
and the Navy were created to defend, if necessary, the rights and
the territories which we possess, not to conquer other territory or
even to patrol and defend territory to be acquired by peaceful
annexation. The Navy, sir, unless I greatly misconceive the pur-

e for which it was called into existence, is designed to avert
ostilities rather than to provoke them. Proud of our seamen,
conscions that in case of need they can be implicitly relied npon
to do their whole duty, let us nevertheless see to it that their
prowess is not misdirected, and that their lives are not imperiled
in wanton and unjustifiable war.

Mr. Chairman, it may seem to some gentlemen that I have been
premature in the remarks which by the courtesy of the members
of the Committes on Appropriations I have been allowed to sub-
mit to the committee fg:lis afternoon. It may be possible that I
have laid myself open to the criticism of having taken too gl;ce)mpt
a hold upon the forelock of time; but, sir, my purpose has been to
sound an alarm and to plant a standard to attract the attention
of this committee and, if it will do me the honor to hear the words
of one so humble as myself, the attention of the country to the

dangerous characterof the pr&)oaition now pending in the Senate.
I may have failed in this, 80, sir, I shall at least c from
this mber the conscionsness that I have tried, in my feeble way,
to discharge what I reg;rd as a great and patriotic duty.

The treaty now pending in the Senate I have every reason to
believe will fail. en it has failed, its friends and advocates
there will supplant it with a bill for the annexation of the Sand-
wich Islands. I doubt not that such a bill will pass the Senate
and will be sent to us for our concurrence. Sir, when that time
comes, if the Senate of the United States has failed to rise to its
high traditions, if it has failed to see the dan,ggrous character of
the measare and has given it its assent, let it be the high preroga-
tive of the American House of Representatives, fresh from the peo-
ple, to put upon it the seal of their condemnation. [Applanse.]

I trust, sir, when that time comes, that we shall not rush with
indecent haste to a determination, that we shall not be animated
by the spirit of jingoism, that we shall be able to read between
the lines and noft content ourselves with a superficial survey of
the situation. I trust to God that the matter will not be made a
party question. In its very essence it is broader than any party
in the country, I care not how great that party may be. It deals

rofoundly with the future of all our ple, & people who are
ivided among the existing party organizations.

I trust when that time comes, no man on either side of this
Chamber will be base enough to undertake to make party capital
out of if, but that in the spirit of exalted patriotism, in the spirit
of absolute devotion to duty, and with deliberate counsels, we
will take up the measure, discuss it from beginning to end, in-
veatiiate it tho:lghtfu]lfy upon its merits, and reach a conclusion
which will be worthy of the House, worthy of the American
ple, and an assured guaranty for the future happiness and sﬂ?gg
of the Republic,

Mr. Chairman, if in this emergency we will only adhere to that
which is right, if we will only be true to our teachings and our
traditions, within twenty-five years to come events will amply
vindicate our choice. e can then look back u a progress
more marvelous even than that which has marked our career in
the past, and which hasexcited the admiration of the whole world.
‘We can then lay our patriotic and peaceful achievements side by
side with the achievements of any nation which has in the mean-
time pursued a policy contrary to our own with emotions of pride
and exultation at the result.

We will then thank God with grateful hearts that in the hour
of temptation we had the moral courage to say “no,” and the
resolution to turn away from the enticement of those who would
lure us from the plain path of duty and lead us in a new departure
along the lines of a mistaken policy whose final destination no
power short of the Supreme Ruler of the universe can foretell.
[Prolonged applause.]

Mr. Chairman, I thank the committee for its attention.

Mr. SAYERS. I yield twenty minutes o the gentleman from
Indiana [Mr. MIERS]|.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. Mr, Chairman and gentlemen of the
House, I trust under the liberal rule of this House in debate that
I may be pardoned if I digress as other members a little from the
subject being considered and falk upon a kindred subject rather
than the one presented in the bill.

Mr. Chairman, the principles of the Republican party have been
l&m&deﬂ down from Hamilton; those of the Democratic party from

efferson.

Both Hamilton -and Jefferson were strong advocates of the free
coinage of silver. They fought side by side against all attempts
to fasten the evils of monometallism upon this country. Hamil-
ton as Secretary of the Treasury drew the first bill establishing
the coinage of the United States; Jefferson heartily approved it.
This bill provided ‘‘ that dollars or units"” should contain so many
grains of silver. Hamilton in an exhaustive and unanswerable
argument showed that 01;13' in the use of both metals could finan-
cial safety lie; Jefferson added to these arguments in his speeches
and writings. The party of Hamilton and the party of Jefferson
stood side by side in advocacy of the gold and silver units of the
Constitution until 1806,

It is true that the party of Hamilton drogped the silver dollar
from the list of coins to be minted in 1873, but in 1878 they acted
with the Democrats in havinaﬁat dollar restored. The voices of
such Republicans as Blaine, field, McKinley, Davis, ALLISON,
HoARr, ALDRICH, Burchard, and Butterworth united with those
of theleading Democrats, Carlisle, CocKRELL, TURPIE, and others,
in demanding that the money of the Consfitution should not be
impaired. In 1888 the Republican dparty in its platform came out
unequivoeally in favor of silver and wrongfully accused the Dem-
ocrats of seeking to destrog it. :

Hamilton was in favor of the free coinage of silver. Hamilton's
party has always claimed to be in favor of the free coinage of sil-
ver. Jefferson was in favor of the free coinage of silver. Jeffer-
son's party is still in favor of the free coinage of silver; and yet
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the pa.rtf of Hamilton and the party of Jefferson are now dia-
y

metrically opposed to each other, although still remaining true to
the tenets ofp ‘Fhuir original faith., This sounds paradoxical, but it
is true,

‘When the question arose whether the United States Government
ghould redesm the Continental money at its face value or what
had actually been paid for if, the entire issue having been bought
up by speculators, Jefferson was the champion of the people, while
Hamilton was the champion of the money brokers. Jefferson said:

Justice will be done to all by paying to all persons what this money actu-
ally cost them, with an interest of § per cent from the time they received it.
These very people who had only given one dollar's worth of provisions, of
manufactures, or perhaps of silver for $4) were displeased that they could
not in a moment multiply their silver into forty. If it were decided that
the United States ahcm?d pay a silver dollar for every paper dollar they
emitted, I am of opinion that a debt which in its just amount is not, perhaps,
more than $3,000,000 wonld amonnt to four hundred millions.—Jefferson’s
Works, volume 9, pages 250 and 289,

This was vigorously opposed by Hamilton, who favored paying
the shylocks more than they were entitled to and prated about
honor, just as the advocates of the bondholders prate about honor
to-day as they demand that the bondholders shall receive more
than their contracts call for.

Jefferson’s idea of true republican government was to make the
voice of the peo%e as direct and potent as possible; Hamilton’s
was that the rich and influential should rule. Jefferson was in
favor of a short-term Presidency; Hamilton’s draft of the Consti-
tution contained the provision that the President should hold
office for life. Jefferson was in favor of a small Senate and a
large House of Representatives; Hamilton argued for a large
Senate and a small House of Representatives. Jefferson wanted
to Ifab as near to the people as ﬁossibla; Hamilton as far away.

he following quotations from Hamilton’s works will suffi-
ciently set forth his views. He says (volume 2, page 443):

It is a harsh doctrine that men grow wicked in proportion as they improve
and enlighten their minds. Experience has by no means justified us in the
supposition that there is more virtue in one cl of men than in another.

t.hmng the rich and the poor of a community; the learned and the
ignorant. here does virtue predominate? The difference, indeed, consists
not in the quantity butkind of vices which are incident to the various :
tage of character belo‘nfs to the wealthy. Their vices are
goha.bly more favorable to the prosperi {of the State than those of the
digent, and partake less of moral depravity.

Concerning republics in general, he says (volume 2, page 440):

It has been observed that a pure democracy, if it were practicable, would
be the most perfect government. Experience has proved that no tion in
politics is more false than this. The ancient de es, in which the peo-
ple themselves deliberated, never possessed one feature of good government.

Again:

It has been observed thatalarge representation is necessary to understand
the true interests of the people. I would ask why may a man not under-
stand the interests of thirty as well as twenty? e opinion apma.rs to be
based upon the unfounded presumption that all the interests of all parts of
the community must be represented. No idea is more erroneous than this.
Only such interests are proper to be represented as are involved in the
ﬁ:wem of the general government. These interests come oomplateli\;umler

e observation of one or a few men, and the requisite information is by no
means augmented in proportion to the increase of

‘With respect to the comparative importance of the Senate and
House, he said:

It is an unquestionable truth that the body of the people in eyery country
sincerely desire its ?sr:sparity. But it is equally nnquestionable that they
do not the discernment and stability for syst tic gov-
ernment. To deny that they are fraquentl{eled into tﬁe q‘ro&iest errors by
misinformation and passion would be a flattery which their own good sense
must despise. That branch of administration especially which involves our
?:lljitu;%a.l relations with foreign States a community will ever be incompe-

Hamilton’s objections to the Constitution were that the Presi-
dent did not hold office for life and that the Senate did not pos-
sess more powers of restraint over the House. Jefferson’s were as
g%wd in his letter to Madison (Jefferson’s Works,volume 2, page

29):

I willnow tell you what 1 donot like. First, the omission of a bill of rights,

roviding clearly and without the aid of aopﬁlism for freedom of religion,

reedom of the press, protection against standing armies, restriction of mo-
nopolies, eternal and unremitting forece of the hal corpus laws,

by jury.

All of these had been omitted at the instance of Hamilton and
his followers. The people finally won, and Jefferson’s ideas were
all incorporated in the amendments of the Constitution.

It was a fight between an aristocracy headed by Hamilton and
a democracy headed by Jefferson. The democracy won. That
fight has been going on ever since, slowly but assiduously, until
the masses, lulled to sleep by fancied security, have allowed the
classes to establish the Hamiltonian aristocracy against the letter
and the sg’u:it of the Constitution. ’

The fight for a democracy instead of an aristocracy, when the
Constitution was adopted and its subsequent amendments ratified,
was a hard one, but the victory was supposed to be complete.
Until the unfortunate events which caused the dark of
American history in the early sixties, democracy remained in the
ascendency. The growth and prosperity of the United States
during that entire period was without a parallel in the annals of

and here the advan:

number,

nations. Since that time the Hamiltonian party has succeeded in
advancing step by step for the formation of a perfect aristocracy
and the overturn of our republican institutions.

If the people had known that the fundamental questions at issue
between Hamilton and Jefferson were still unsettled the Repub-
lican party would never have elected a President. They have
secured their power, not through their principles, but by posing
as the friends of the soldiers. Its success is based entirely upon
the sentiment that attaches to the military achievements of over
thirty years ago. They claim to be the party that saved the na-
tion, and the people have trusted thom on that account with
national affairs. hat is the resnlt? The States have been de-
graded until in some respects their powers are not as important
as those of municipal corporations. For many years it was the
settled doctrine of the United States Supreme Court that where
Congress had not acted upon a subject enumerated in the Consti-
tution, it left the States free to act.

That rule has now been reversed, and the Supreme Court holds
that where Congress has not acted it is equivalent toa declaration
that the subject shall not be legislated upon. Under this latter
construction a case went up from Missouri. That State had passed
a law prohibiting the transportation through it of diseased cattle.
TheSupreme Courtheld thatthislaw wasunconstitutional asaffect-
ing interstate commerce, and until the Federal Government spoke
the caftle of Missouri could not be protected. The State of New
York tried to protect itself against pauper immigrants; the Su-
preme Court held that the law was unconstitutional. The State
of California passed a similar statute excluding improper charac-
ters, which was also declared unconstitutional.

There is not a municipal corporation in the United States that
can not under its police giwer protect itself from disease and
pauperism. Yet no State has the power to do either. Under the
old rulings of the United States Supreme Court there was never
any question that the power of levying direct taxes rested exclu-
sively with the States. But a few days ago an able lawyer, for-
merly a Republican President of the United States, argued before
the United States Supreme Court that under the United States
Gonstti:;ltion the State of Illinois had no power to levy an inherit-
ance tax.

The sheriff of every county has a right to call out the posse
comitatus, which is the militia of his county. The governor of
each State has a militia which he can call out, but only after the
sheriff has called upon him for assistance.

Under the new order of things, the United States Government
can send its troops into any State in the Union, even against the

rotests of the governor who insists that there is no insurrection.
e Federal Government therefore has more control over the
States than the States have over the counties.

Not only is the power of the United States being centralized in
the Federal Government, but the wealth of the United States is
being centralized in the hands of a few.

The totamulation on June 1, 1890, was 63,450,700, or about
12,690,152 families of 5 members each, or an aggregate of that many
homes, hoth owned and rented. Onut of the total number of
families the number owning and occupying mortgaged homes and
farms is about 2.250,000, leaving 10,440,152 families occupying
hired homes and farms or those which they own free of incum-
brance; aboat 8,250,000 families ocenpy hired homes and farms,
lea.vm% 2,190,152 who occupy their homes free of incumbrance.

Finally there is a group of 4,047 families, or 20,285 individuals,
who own and control nearly $15,000,000,000—say $12,000,000,000,
or about ome-fifth the aggregate wealth. Otherwise stated, 20
Eercent of the aggregate wealth is owned and controlled by three

undredths of 1 per cent of the population.

Having concentrated the power and the wealth of the country
in the hands of a few, it is not remarkable that the Republican

y wishes to strike down one-half of the money of the country
in order that its masters may have absolute control of the circu-
lating medium.

Hamilton was in favor of a life tenure of office for the President,
a powerful Senate, a small and uninfluential House of Representa~
tives, and also in favor of paying the bankers forty times the
amount they had paid for the continental currency. To-day the
Hamiltonian party stands strictly on the Hamiltonian platform,
favoring the concentration of power and wealth and the payment
to the bankers of more than they are entitled to.

Jefferson favored a system of Government that would insure
the liberties of the people and guarantee to them equality in its
affairs. He favored the payment to the bankers of what was
justly due them;and to-day the Jeffersonian Democracy stands
where he did then; they stand upon the Constitution, not as
adopted by Hamilton, buf as amended with the Jefferson bill of
rights; they believe in the people; they believe that every man has
a right to a voice in the affairs of this Government; they believe
in equality to all under the law; theybelieve in paying every dol-
lar of just indebtedness, and oppose robbing the masses in order
to pay the bondholders more than they are entitled to receive.
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The United States Constitution declares for gold and silver as
the constitutional money. The principles of Jefferson and the
principles of Hamilton are those of the double unit of gold and
silver. The great Daniel Webster argued that any ﬁiﬂi‘aﬁoﬂ af-
fecting the standing of either as monetary metals would be uncon-
stitutional. Under the Democratic rule up to 1861 but §8,000,000
in silver dollars was coined. Under Republican rule, from 1861
to 1873, four hundred and fifty millions were coined. The Repub-
licans then dropped the silver dollar from the list of coins to be
minted and substituted the trade dollar. In 1878 the Republicans
restored the silver dollar to its former position as a monetary unit.
gnder that law the Republicans coined many million silver

ollars.

In 1890 the Republicans passed a law for the purchase of silyer
bullion. Under that law the Republicans coined msnfr million
gilver dollars. These dollars were paid out to the old soldiers for
pensions, to the employees for wa'ﬁels and salaries, and to the con-
tractors for supplies ished. e banks paid them over their
counters to their customers. As Secretary Gage said the 1st of
last July, in Circular 143, silver equally with gold is a money of
redemption, and these dollars can not therefore be redeemed in

an 3

mt they have been paid out to the old soldiers, the work-
ingmen, and the American contractors, the Republican party claims
that these dollars are dishonest dollars—50-cent dollars—and while
it was honest to pay them to the Americans, it would be dishon-
est to pay them to the foreign bondholders. It is honest for the
banks to pay them to the poogl]t:. but dishonest for the people to
pay them ﬁch to the banks, ey are Republican dollars, coined
under Republican Administrations—coined under laws passed by
the Republicans—and the Democrats are accused of being repudi-
3?"““ because they want to give full faith and credit to these

The Republicans claim that these dollars are worth but 50
cents; they claim that it would be dishonest o pay them to the
bondholders, and yet it has never been claimed by any Repub-
lican that the Government should make good to the people the
loss they have incurred by receiving this 50 cents for their claims
when they were entitled to a dollar.

No %:glican claims that his party was dishonest in coining
these d ; no Republican claims that his y was dishonest
in paying the old soldiers with them. The first time the Repub-
lican conscience was pricked was when it came fo paying them to
foreign bondholders for interest on bonds.

Iflgese dollars were honest when coined, they are honest now.
There has been no legislation since 1878, exceﬁt the passage of an
act in 1890 and its repeal in 1893. If these dollars were honest
then, they are honest now; if they are dishonest now, they were
dishonest then. If they were good money with which the banks
could pay their customers, they are good money now with which
the customers can pay the bm?gs ; k

This country is on the same monetary basis now that it has been
gince the act of 1878. If it is on a single gold basis now, it was
then and has been eversince. If it was on a bimetallic basis then,
it is now.

1t is not and never could have been upon a bimetallic basis for

e TS,

It has been claimed by the opponents of silver that the fact that
but eight millions of dollars was coined previous to 1861 is an ar-
gument the present Democratic position. Had there been
no silver dollars coinad up to date, although the law provided for
a double unit of gold and silver, then :ﬁmge to a qinFIe E'gclﬂ
unit—there being no silver money—would have buft little effect.
Had there been but eight millions of dollars when the coinage was
stopﬁd and silver discredited, the effect, while universal, would
not have been very serious. : )

But when four hundred and fifty millions was coined and this
coinage was all discredited, and then three hundred millions of
these discredited dollars coined, then the basis changed from a
bimetallic unit to gold alone, thus making seven hundred and fifty
millions in dollars worth their bullion value only, and stopping
the mints so that the value of that bullion would be reduced one-
half would have completely bankrupted any other country than
this, And yet this is ?recisely what the Republican party has
done with the silver dollar.

The Republicans talk as glibly of these ““50-cent dollars” and
argue against their use in paying debts and the dishonesty of
ple who attempt to so use them as though they ves |
not already 750,000,000 of them on the le of the United
States, who took them at their full face value. [Applause on the
Democratic side.]

1f the Republicans are right, and the silver dollars are 50-cent
do}larél, then there is only one course which in fmnes;na%nhghm&t-e
ness they can pursue. ey must uivocally es
ﬁnﬁnh goyld unit.pand redeem every sﬂvtfal;re&olla.r m& a gold dollar.
This is the 1 conrse.

The people have accepted them in good faith as worth 100 cents,

and if they are only worth 50 cents, the Government, if it acts in
faith, must redeem them ingold. Yet no Republican official
as ever yet suggested such a course, and no bill has been intro-
duced in Congress for the purpose of redeeming the silver dollars
in gold, and no one dare do it. The Republicans say to the peo-
glo that every dollar in the United States is equal to every other
ollar., They make it their boast on the stump, in speeches at
banquets, and on the floors of the Halls of Congress.

But when they talk to the bankers then their proud boast is
changedtoanapology, and they assure thegentlemen of finance that
they ?chlate that silver dollars are only worth 50 cents each and
they will pay the banks nothing but gold. Realizing that to pay
the banks silver would be dishonest, they pay the silver to the
people in even exchange for the people’s gold, and then pay the

old to the banks. To rob the banks would be dishonest; to rob

0 geople is statesmanship.

The total gold stock of the United States in December, 1897,
was $606,460,640, and yet when the last bonds were bid for $658,-
000,000 in gold was offered. The bidders controlled all there was
in existence. Is the money of all except these bidders dishonest?

For every year between 1883 and 1890, inclusive, more silver
than gold was coined. 'Was more than half the coinage dishonest?
From 1873 to 1890 $437,078,471 in silver was coined; and was it all
l_.’n:l.ahunest? From 1890 to 1896 $56,305,876 in dollars and $332,698.70
in subsidiary coinage was minted. Was this all dishonest? In
the year 1808, $7,500,000 in silver dollars was coined; in 1897
$12,051,731. From March to December, 1897, there was $8,099,481
minted. Are thess all dishonest? They are not exchangeable for
gold. Secretary Gage,in Circular 143, issued July, 1897, says ex-
pressly:

Gold coins and standard silver dollars, being standard coins of the United
Btates, are not redeemable.

The general stock of silver dollars in the United States Decem-
ber 1, 1896, was $441,466,141; on December 1, 1897, $454,213,702.
Is the increase under Republican rule an increase of dishonest;

The coinage of the world Janunary 1, 1896, was $4,143,700,

gold and $4,236,900,000 in silver. Are more than half the world’s
ollars dishonest?
In the name of justice I protest against such a conclusion forced

by the recent utterances of President McKinley and Secreta.l?
G—agé These silver dollars are honest dollars and I will prove it
by Republican utterances. :

Alexander Hamilton, in his able and valuable report in 1701-92
on the establishment of the mint, declared that—

Toannul the use of either gold or silver as money is to abr uantity

e the
of cirenlating medium, and golia‘ble to all the objections whilggarine ?rom the
cu?lagzglson of the benefits of a full circulation with the evils of a scanty cir-
cul )

I take no risk in saying that benefits of a full circulation and
the evils of a scanty circulation are immeasurably greater
to-day than they were when Hamilton uttered these weighty
words. In the report from which I have already quoted, Mr,
Hamilton argues at length in favor of a double standard, and all
the subsequent experience of well-nigh ninety years has brought
out no clearer statement of the whole case, nor devel a more
complete comprehension of this subtle and difficult subject.

On the whole—

Says Mr. Hamilton—
it seems most advisable not to attach the unit exclusively to either of the
metals, because this can not be done effectually without destroying the
office and character of oneof them as money and reducing it to the sitnation
of mere merchandise.

On February 16, 1878, in the Senate of the United States, Hon.
John J. Ing:;‘f]i, of Kansas, who at that time was in full accord
with his party, said:

If we are to have a monomestallic standard, T believe silver to be immeas-
urably preferable to gold. It is less subject to fluctuation; its production is
more steady; its cost more nniform. No enduring fabric of national pros-
I)erity can be builded on gold. Gold is the money of monarchs; kings covet

t: theex of nations are effected by it. Its tendency is to accumnlate
in vast the reial centers and to move from kingdom to king-
world. Itisthe

the
and speculators, and the idol of the
miser and the thief,

Being the subject of so much adoration. it becomes haughty and sensitive
and shrinks at 8] h of danger, and wherever it is most needed it
alw: disappears. the slightest alarm it begins to look for a refuge. It
flies from the natlon at war to the nation at peace. War makes it a fugitive.
No people in a great emergency ever found a faithful ally in gl::. 1t is the
g:oogwwudlt y and treacherous of all metals. It makes no ty that it

no -

It has no friend thatit does not sooner or later betray. Armiesandnavies
are not maintained by gold. In times of panic and calamity, shipwreck and
disaster, it becomes the chief agent and minister of ruin. No nation ever
f a great war by the aidof gold. Onthsmh-nr{‘.‘mt.hecriaesofgraak
F it becomes an enemy more potent than the foes in tha fleld; but when

he battle is won and peace has been secured, gold reappears and claims the
fruit of victory.

Senator HoAR, of Massachusetts, who has never been accused of
deserting his party during his many years of public service, said
August 15, 1893:

You may drive out nature with your lsglshtlva fork, but again and
she comes back. This doctrine is recognized in the Constitution:
* No State shall anything but gold and silver coin a tender.™ **No State
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ghall coin emit bills ofmdit,mnkamythingbutgoldmdsﬂmmtn

money,
tender in ents of debts.”

2 'I‘hnt-thavl;%yrrd%“money" and * gold and silver " were ed asequivalent
in consti makes

tutional meu.luﬁ is shown by the fact that the tion a
separate vision as to of credt.'li and does not include them in the sen-
tencew ch & eat.omoney Iti.un dorailvarthatsﬂhtemaymake
ot Gonstitzgut l? nl:;d gilver, the hich by another elausé
tion is to E(l;eaa-
Chiet Justice Ellsworth nnﬂ ;Ereaen Cmnaﬂ.twt in
the tutional Convention, in thsir ropocrt to their constituents of the
of the convention, say that the new on provides that
7o State “shall make anything but money a legal tender fur the t of
" ghowing that in their judgment the word *money " an words
“gold and sﬂver" nra identical or equivalent.
Alexander otm.nidmed this gquestion in his great recsnrt on the
mmt and t.he gave fullest weight to the argumen the mono-
sdmit.tadl t.hat the mmo{”nnit had up to tha.u time virtually
ed to rst.har than to silver. But with the fullest concurrence of
Preaident and the statesmen of his time, he declared for the
His arguments have not lost their original foree.
oy va not been nnswared in any discussion. The people of the United
States, when the tempest has passed, will settle down be reconciled to

the sclution of t great problem in which Washington and his Cabinet
joined. They will never be permanently reconciled to any other.

The Forty-fifth Congress passed the Bland-Allison Act to restore
the standard silver dollar to coinage, to full legal-tender functions.
‘We find such Republicans voting for it as Senator ALLISON, Sen-
ator Davis, Senator Windom, Representatives Burchard, CAN NON,
Conger, J. D. Cox, Cummings, Keifer, Kelley, Aldrich, Bayne,
Brawer, Brown, Gar]nns, Foster, and Ryan.

September 12, 1890, at a meeting of the Ohio Republican
Club at Toledo, President McKinley, criticising President Cleve-
land on the charge of attempting to debase silyer, said:

During all his years at the head of our Government he was dishanoring
one o! our precions meta]s one of the great products, discrediting silver an

?;B price of He endeavo even befora his inauguration

to om«:o. to stop the co mge of silver dollars, and afterwards to the end of

dministration rmstentl used his power to that end. He was deter-

mined to contract t e circnlating medinm and demonetize one of the coins of

commerce, limit the vn.‘me of money among the people, make money scarce
and therefore dear.

He would have increased the value of money and diminished the value of
evarytlglug else—money the master of everything, everything else the
BErvAan

He was not thinking of the poor then. He had left their side. He was not
standing forth in their defense. Cheap coats, cheap lahor, and dear money;
the sponsor and promoter of these, professing to stand guard over the wel-
fare of the poor and lowly. Was there ever a more inconsistency or
reckless assumption?

Mr. Sherman, the honored Secretary of State, in a letter to Hon.
A. Mann, of Brooklyn, N. Y., written on the 20th day of March,
1868, says:

DEAR Bir: I'was ‘glmad to receive your letter.
the same as ut, like you, I do not intend to influenced by them.
My constru f.he law is the result of careful examination, and I feel

itasuret.hat.auim rtial court would confirm it if the case could be tried

'ore a court. you my views as fully stated in a speech. Your idea
is that- we pro&nse to repudi.ste or violate a promise when we offer to redeem

tender,
I hjnk the bmmder mlatm his promise when he refuses to take the
game ndntmtme gys or the bonds. If the cass is to be tested by law
tested byJalgn

&pemnal interestsare

Iam right. it is to ‘s advertisement I am wrong.

I hate dnti' {thi.ng t we ought not to be datsrmd from

doing what is r ht. by the fear of undeserved epithets. If, under the law

as it atand.s. the olderu of the ﬁm twentiea can onlIv‘ paid in oK r.hm‘]:a
er can

mt?emmd nniy the md of money hs d, then he isa repudiator and
gxﬂtlgrtianar to demand money more vnlun‘tsalt.hnn he gave.

Yours, truly,
JOHN SHERMAN.
Senator Fessenden, of Maine, said, concerning the proposition to
pay the bonds in gold:

8ir, I meant what I said, and the Congress of the United Statesmeant what
it said—that it would payso many dollars. What was a dollar? A dollar was
defined by statute. 1t was gold or silver coin.

Hon. Oliver P. Morton, of Indiana, contending that there was a
av:is';ed right in the people to pay the bonds in legal-tender notes,

And now I propound the guestion: It is either intended by this bill to
make a contract or it is not. it is intended to make a contract I protest
as%‘rnst. t.

@ should do founl injustice to the Government and the people of the
United States after we have sold these bonds on an av for not more
thanﬁ)centa on the dollar now to make a new contract for the benefit of the

Sir. it is understood, 1 believe, that the passage of a bill of this kind would
have the effect in Europe, where our financial questions are not well under-
stood, to increasa the demand, and that will enable the great operators to
sell tha bonds they have on hand at a profit.

It is the nature of a broker’s operation. It is & bull movement, intended
to put up the price of bonds for the interest of 'parnasdealmts in them. This
greatinterestis thundering at the doors of Congress, and has for many months
and by evarfnmean.s been attempting to drive us into legislntm for the pur-

t.].ll - g money for the great operatora. That is what it means, and
nothing e

During all of this period when the Republican leaders were ad-
vocating silver in Congress the Republican Secretaries of the
Treasury were debasing it, and in this way the people’s efea
blindfolded until the money broker had obtained complets con-
trol of our financial system. Then and not until then did the
Republican party allow the people to know that it was in favor
of the gold standard and of paying the bonds exclusively in gold,

when by their terms they were payable in either gold or silver.

Why do the Republicans want
they have coined are dishonest? The trusts and bankers d
an;nd it is a part of the price of power. I give the list of thess

and their contributions to the campaign fund of the Repub-

establish that these doIlarB

licans in 1896:
.g Ak
3 I -
Name of trust. <= sr.oek?n it %H
é EEE
American Axe and Tool Co.cuvenann.. 1800 | $15,000,000 {-cooeeoameme ﬁ.m
American Bell Telephone Co...ccaeonux 1881 28,015,000 .o amaaea-] , 000
8 uit ufacturing Co..| 1801 10, 000, 000 5
85, 000, 000 |
3500, 000
20,237,000 |§
10, 000, 000
1, 400, 000
2,000, 000
8, 000, 000
10, (00, 000
13, 750, 000
2,500,000
1, 500, 000
£3, 000,000 $4,000
8, 250, 000 4,000
ican B F ntain Co 1, 250, 000 5,000
American Spirits Manufacturing Co._ 28, 000, 000 15,000
AmarimnSpoolCntmnMnnu.tactunna
10, 000, 000 5,000
8,000,000 |-saiciiics ol
4, 200, 000 5,000
86, 968, 000 25, 000
17,900, 000 10, 000
3, 750, 000 5, 000
20, 000, 000 10,000
850,000 5,000
883 4, 000, 000 4,000
80, 000, 000
poral | 1881 700, 000
Bn.rber Asphnltco (pools ‘with other
mpanies). . ST ~-a-=| 1887 5,000,000
B Gl R | peee
and nut (sev , N
Brooklyn Uni 15, 000, 000
5,000, 000
1804 10, 000, 000
85, 000, 000
Celluloi Ak i S &1 3,000, 000
Central Lumber Co. of California ... 1806 T0, 000, 000
(t: on, ete.) . ... .| 1898 000, 000
l;‘he":‘g';i?u\‘.lv:‘r o utical combine) %
Chicago and Milwaukee Brewers' As- | 1890 50, 000, 000
e | o
um T B e - "
Caumhc.ntolt]llfl;"‘iﬂt- JarCo.. ..o 500,000 |.
conmlic t.edGa.s of New York 85, 430, 000

ial Case Co.. 3
Electrotrpers (New York C:l:y “and

vicinit:
General
@

uﬁ:& Superior Consolida
Machn.nica.l “Rubber Muuufmnﬂng

.uan.hatﬁm Spirit Co. (wood alcohol) .
q&ichigan Salt Associati

1 Peninsnlar (‘ar Co

Nail (cut and wire) Manufacturers
Association

National Association of Axle Ma.nu
facturers..

National Casket Co.

National Harrow Co. (sprmg-tooth_

harrows)
National
National ]
Nationa
National
Nationa
Nationa

Saw Co A
Btarch Mannfacturing Co....

-| 1865
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& e
: .
Common eferred
Name of trust. = Stonk atonk. —a-ﬁ
é 3 a2
National Wall Paper Co..-..evveneo.vn. 1507 | 27,981,500 | 87,500,000 | §10,000

New York Biscuit Co. (allied with

Nty Rng i s rancs Exchange (3L | "
ew and Insurance Exchange
fire-insurance companies).........._.| 1883
N%vg York Architectural Terra Cotta
A Ea.llied with other companies) ...| 1896
Oileloth pool (table, enameled, ete) ...| 1887
1vania Heat, Light, and Power
Clo. (electrie) . . ..o ceenca et 805
acificCoast borax oo cooooocaoaacaaaas
combine___.._.._.
People’s Gaslight, and Coke Co.
ittsburg Plate Glass
hiladelphia Co. (natural gas). 87
Bud.lni’(}o. (coal trust{
Shelby Tube Co. ﬁ:nald ess tubes) ..... 1807
Shot and Lead ufacturing Asso-
T Y T e e o e s 1800
gmgry Flour Co. (California)...ccan-.. 1892
dard 0il L I A LETD
Standard Ropeand Twine Co.......... 1848
Steel Rail Manufacturing Association.| 1801
Tinned Plate Manufacturing Associa-
A s e s L L
Trenton Potteries Co_.._....__.._.... 1802
Union Traction Co. (all trolleys in
Philadelphia) .......... ---| 1805 30,
Union ter
United Paper Co. e 7
United States Book Co. (cheap novels). 3,
United States Furniture Co. (school). .| 182 2, 000, 000
United States Glass Co. (flint glass)...| 1801 4,000,000
United States Leather Co........ ..| 1863 62,711, 100
United States Playing d Co... iz 3, 000, 000
United States Rubber Co. (boots) 20, 166, 000
Western Union Beef Co. (cattle) 13, 600, 000
‘Western Union Telegraph Co..........| 1856 95, 370, 000
‘Westinghouse Electric and Manufac-
g O s th s e o AR 8, 342, 026
‘Wholesale Druggists' National Asso-
clation (250firms) ... .coeeneo.o....| 1874 25,000,000 |.
Wholesale Grocers of New England...| 1875 75,000, 000
Fallow Plne 00 0 il N s s 1801 2,500,000 |-

Since that time there have been formed the International Paper
Company of New York, capital §45,000,000; the marble slab manu-
facturers of the United States; the National Biscuit Company, capi-
tal $55,000,000; the sewer pipemanufacturers; the Citizens’Coal and
Coke Company, controlling all coal shipments to the Cincinnati
market; thepottery trust; the glasstrust; American Air Power Com-
pany, capital §7,000,000; the powder pool, controlling absolutely
all trade in losives; the potters’ trust; the gas companies of
Pittsburg; the street-railroad companies of Baltimore; the Lake
Shore and Vanderbilt railroads have made trusts and combines,
all of these being since the 1st of January, 1808, What other
class has prospered with the trusts?

The profits arising from the appreciation of gold by the de-
basement of silver would alone create tremendous dividends.
Pay their debts in silver and demand gold from their debtors.

he Republican leaders mislead the people by talking of main-
taining the parity. There is no such thing as parity between dol-
lars. A dollar is the representation of value. If the substance of
which it is composed is worth more than a dollar, then the holders
will sell the substance and use it as a commodity and not as
money. If the commodity is worth less than the money value, it
will be used as money and not as a commodity.

The gold has been bulled in price, as it was during the sixties,
when it went to $2.20 for each dollar. The dollar remains station-

It would not be a dollar if it either increased or decreased
in value. They insist upon gold, not because it is the money of
the world, as they claim—it is not the money of the world; there
is more silver than gold used as money—but because it is worth
more as a commodity than its money face,

They prate abount parity and pretend to seek to bring it about,
and yet the way they proceed is to say here is a coin that the law
says is a dollar, its face calls for a dollar, but it is only worth 50
cents; it wounld be dishonest to Ea.y it to our creditors; the gold
dollar alone is really a dollar, but we must maintain an exact
equality beftween this 50 cents and this 100 cents; we can nof ex-
change one for the other, but patriotic Americans must receive
these 50-cent pieces at 100 cents each from the Government and
maintain their honor by refusing to pay them out at more than
50 centseach. Thus by receiving 50 cents on the dollar for what is
owing to us and paying a hundred cents on the dollar for what
we owe we will maintain our integrity and be prosperous. Robbed
of all verbiage, this is precisely the position of the Republicans.

Is it calenlated to cause the silver dollar to be at parity with
gold to call it a 50-cent dollar?

Is it calculated to cause the silver dollar to be af parity with
gold to call it a dishonest dollar?

Is it calculated to cause the silver dollar to be at parity with
gold to refuse to exchange it for gold?

The bankers and brokers have all of the gold, the people have
most of the silver. If the bankers and brokers can bull the gold
and bear the silver, at their bidding turn the gold into the banks,
paﬁ out the silver to the people, and talk about integrity, honesty,
and parity between the metals, it will not take long for the Ham-
iltonian idea fo be realized and this become a Government of the
wealthy, by the wealthy, and for the wealthy. The greatest Re-
pt_lblic the world ever knew will exist no more, and in its place
will be the most exclusive aristocracy ever devised as a form of
government. JLoud apgla.use on the Democratic side.

During the delivery of the foregoing remarks, the time of Mr.
Miers of Indiana expired.

Mr. BAILEY. If the gentleman from Texas will agree to yield
to the gentleman from Indiana ten minutes, I will agree that he
take that out of the time yielded to me. It will come out of the
thirty minutes,

Mr. SAYERS. The gentleman from Washington yields ten
minutes. I had promised him thirty minutes.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. Give me two or three minutes.

Mr. SAYERS. I will yield a couple of minutes to the gentle-
man.

Mr. LEWIS of Washington. I will yield to the gentleman such
time as he yielded me.

Mr. SAYERS. All right; I will yield the gentleman five min-
utes. The Igem:lel:l:l.au:x can take until he concludes his speech.

b]‘&)Ir. MIERS of Indiana continued and concluded his remarks as
above.

Mr. SAYERS. Mr, Chairman, how much time did the gentle-
man use?

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has used twenty-five
minutes.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

The committee informally rose, and Mr. PIT§ey having taken
the chair as Speaker pro tempore, a message from the Senate, by
Mr. PLATT, oneof its clerks, announced that the Senate had passed
bills and joint resolutions of the following titles; in which the
concurrence of the House was requested:

S. R. 108. Joint resolution providing for the printing of Bulletin
19 of the Bureau of Animal Inﬂustry,%)epartment of Agriculture;
5. 8800. An act to amend *“An act providing for public printin
and binding and the distribution of public documents,” approv

January 12, 1895;

5. 1711. An act for the relief of the legal representatives of
George McDougall, deceased;

8. 707. An act for the relief of Ames & Detrick, of San Fran-
cisco, in the State of California;

S. 759. A act for the relief of William H, Crook;

MS. 1016. An act for the relief of the Atlantic Works, of Boston,
ass.;

S. 662. An act concerning sail vessels of over 700 tons;

8. 046. An act relating to the collection of fees for furnishing
certificates of title of vessels;

S. 1085. An act granting to the State of Wyoming 50,000 acres
of land to aid in the continuation, enlargement, and maintenance
of the Wyoming State Soldiers and Sailors’ Home;

S. 2083. An act to anthorize the White and Black River Valley
Railway Company to build a bridge across the Black River in
Arkansas;

S. 743. An act for the relief of Thomas Guinean, of Oregon;
OS. 1149. An act for the relief of Avery D. Babeock and wife, of

Tegon;

5. 2007. An act to grant to the city of Wilmington, Del.. the use
of certain real estatein said city on which is situated the building
recently occupied for Federal purposes;

8. 1445, An act for the reliafp ofr%V illiam H. Tibbits;

8. 1900. An act to require &Ja.bents to be issued to land actually
settled under the act entitled ‘“An act to provide for the armed
occupation and settlement of the unsetiled part of the peninsula
of Florida,” approved Augnst 4, 1842;

8. 1945. An act for the relief of Mary A. Coulson, executrix of
Sewell Conlaon, deceased;

8. 1166, An act for the relief of John L. Rhea, executor of
Samuel Rhea, deceased, and John Anderson, administrator of
Joseph R. Anderson, deceased;

5. 2284, An act to authorize Admiral T. O. Selfridge, United
States Navy; Capt. G. H. Wadleigh, United States Navy; Lient.
Commander E. H. Gheen, United States Navy; Lieut. Commander
Raymond P. Rodgers, United States Navy: Paymaster J. B. Red-
field, United States Navy; Lieunt. J. J. Hunker, United States
Navy; Surg. D. N. Bertolette, United States Navy, and Ensign
R. L. Russell, United States ﬁ'a.vy, to accept meﬂg presented to
them by the Russian Government;
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8. 921, An act to regulate the use of the public garks and im-

‘oved reservations in the District of Columbia under the charge
of the Chief of Engineers of the United States Army;

8. 1865. An act to extend the charter of the Franklin Insurance
Comsanay of the city of Washington; and

8. 8578, An act to amend an att to prohibit the passage of local
and special laws in the Territories, to limit Territorial indebted-
ness, ete.

SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL.

The committee resnmed its session.

Mr. SAYERS. 1 yield thirty minutes to the gentleman from
‘Washington [Mr. JONES].

Mr. JONES of Washington. Mr. Chairman, the bill now under
consideration calls for the appropriation of a very large sum of
money—something over $44,000,000. Other bills that have passed
this House during the present session have also called for the ap-

ropriation of other very large sums of money, and as the money,
Mr. Chairman, must be supplied by the people, and from the money
which the people can secure they can not meet these appropriations,
they can not changethe daily deficit into a surplus unless they can
get themoney with which to transact their business and the surplus
necessary to meet these enormous expenditures.

It becomes thus important to inquire, Mr, Chairman, how much
money the people of the United States may get, because I say to
you, sir, that the people of this country can not get the money to
meet these appropriations unless the Government of the United
States makes 1t possible for them to find the money to do so. Ik
becomes thus important for us to inguire, Mr, Chairman, how much
money the Government of the United States furnishes the people
with which to transact all their multifarions forms of business and
find a snrplus necessary to support this Government.

The Secretary of the Treasury, on page 59 of his Report on the
State of the Finances for the year 1897, presents the folluwing esti-
mates of moneys outside of the Treasury on November 1 of that

year:

T T e e e P e e $5639, 278, 953
Btandard silver dollars 00, 198, 778
ubsidol:{‘y silver..... 63, 432, 026
d certifieates .. 26,814,100
{lver certificates.......ccocana.. -- 572,838,019
Treasury notes, actJuly 14, 1890 ...eeerormncmcrranrmnecmene e 101, 758, 855

United Statesnotes .. oo veeeeennnann = 258, 900,
Currency certificates, act June 8, 1872 48, 283, 000
National-bank notes ............... 225, 134, 263
R Tl S e 3 S s iy = i b e S s e T o o o o o 1, 706, 752, 004

No one who will devote a little attention to the analysis of the
foregoing ﬂE.lree will have any difficulty in reaching the conclusion
that there is something wrong with them. Let us inquire for a
moment where is this money which the Secretary of the Treasury
assures us is in eirculation.

First. Where is the $539,273,953 of gold coin?

On October 5, 1897, the Comptroller of the Currency informs us
that the national banks held $118,856,207 and all other banks held
$39,127,271, leaving outside of all the banks and outside of the Treas-
ury the enormous sum of $381,290,475, which, in order to make the
Treasurer’s estimate Eood, can be accounted for only in one way.
It must be in the pockets of the people. There is no other way to
account for it.

Let us see how this conjecture of the Treasurer harmonizes with
known facts, It is notorions that no gold coin is in cirenlation in
the East. Not a member of this House has seen a gold coin in eir-
culation this side of the Mississippi in the last ten years unless he
has happened to meet some tourist from the West who has not been
yet relieved of all his money.

There is not a million dollars of gold coin in actual ecirculation
among the %ple this side of the Rocky Mountains. There are
about 3,000, people west of that range, and in order to make the
Treasurer’s estimate hold good every man, woman, and child on the
other side of the Rockies must have $127.09 in gold coin concealed
about his person. Everyone who will reflect for a moment knows
that to credit the people of that country with $5 per capita of gold
coin actnally in their pockets and outside all the banks would in-
volve a violent and irrational presumption.

In the Treasurer’s estimate, under the head of gold coin alome,
there is a palpable exaggeration of more than $300,000,000, or, in
other words, more than one-half of the Treasury estimate is mani-
festly pure imagination.

Nor are we without evidence that the attention of the officers of
the Treasury Department has been especially called to this fact.
In the Government publication entitled ‘“Production of Gold and
Silver in the United States, 1888,” which report was submitted by
Dr. Kimball, Director of the Mint, in 1889, we find the followin

unoted, with approval, from the Commercial and Financial Chroni-
cle of Febrnary 9; 1889:

“In years past,” says the Chronicle, ‘“we have often insisted that
there must be an error in the item” (gold coin), ‘“because the most
industrious inguiry failed to bring to light a very considerable
portion of it. At present there are at least $275,000,000 of the total
that can not be accounted for.”

If this was the condition in 1888, we think we are justified in as-

serting that, at the present time, the amount which can not be
accounted for exceeds $300,000,000; in other words, it does not exist.
The only attempt made by the Director of the Mint to account for
this enormous volume of gold is on the theory that it is hoarded by
the people, or, in other words, hidden away in old stockings and
other receptacles popularly supposed to be utilized by misers to
preserve their treasures.

Mr. BELL. Will the gentleman allow me a suggestion?

Mr. JONES of Washington. Certainly.

Mr. BELL. I want to suggest that in 1893, when the hoarding
was going on, that people usually objected to gold, and the hoard-
ing included more bank paper or greenbacks and more silver cer-
tificates than any other money. They objected to the hoarding of
metallic money.

Mr. JONES of Washington. There is no question about that.

But we submit, first, that it is absurd to suppose there is anythin
like that quantity of gold coin hoarded by the people of the Unite
States. It sucha thing could be believed, it necessarily leads to the
conclusion that a form of money which offers so great a temptation
to hoarding as to result in hiding away $20 for every dollar kept
in circunlation is a very bad form of money and its use ought to be
discontinned. Secondly, if it is thus hoarded it is not in circnla-
tion, but is as utterly unavailable for the purposes of money as if
it were buried at the bottom of the ocean, and should not be reck-
oncd as a part of the circulating medinm.

Nor is it diffieult to understand the magnitude of this exaggera-
tion when we consider the methods employed by the Treasurer to
arrive at these ostimates. In making them up not a dollar is
dedncted for coin carried away by tourists and travelers in their

ockets, or exported from ports other than New York; none for that
ost in wrecks on ocean, lake, and river; none for that which has
disappeared in the numerous conflagrations (some of them awful in
their magnitnde) which have occurred in the past twenty-five
years; none for the coin hidden by misers who have died without
revealing its hiding place; none for the coins casually lost from
time to time by the people. Indeed, when we consider the remark-
able system of ma.tEematics by which these delusive results are
reaclhied, it is a wonder that the discrepancy between the facts and
the estimates is not greater. It wonld be searcely less rational to
estimate the quantity of water in the ocean by adding to the origi-
nal volnme all that has been discharged by the streams, without
making any allowance whatever for evaporation.

I know that the first imrulsa of my gold-standard friend will be
to say, “It is incredible that the Secretary of the Treasury could
have made such an error as to overestimate the amount of gold in
circulation more than 150 per cent, and we know that neither the
present Secretary nor his predecessor, Mr. Carlisle, wonld inten-
tionally misrepresent anything to the American people.” DButthoso
who think so gross an overestimate impossible have certainly never
taken the trouble to inquire where the gold goes to.

Mr. LEWIS of Washington. Will the gentleman state his own
opinion as to how this money has departed?

Mr., JONES of Washington. There is one method in which a
large portion of it has departed. Secarcely a tourist leaves onr
shores who does not have gold in his pocket when he starts. Itis
notorious that eur people spend $100,000,000 every year in tours
through Europe. I do not say that the whole of this $100,000,000

oes into the pockets of tourists; we know that it does not; but I

o say that a large snm goes in that way. The Treasury Depart-
ment guesses that the British tourists bring back just as much in
this way as American tourists take out of the country. We all
know, however, that such is not the fact.

Mr. SHAFROTH. Is it not a fact that millions of gold coin find
th:;; way to the pot of the goldsmith to be melted for use in the
ar

Mr. JONES of Washington.
suggestion.

Mr. LEWIS of Washington.
bringout.

Mr. JONESof Washington. The Treasury Department does make
a small allowance for coin melted to be used in the arts; but any-
oue examining the statement of the Department must be struck
with the paueity of the allowance made on this account compared
with the enormous use that even dentists make of gold—the enor-
mous quantities buried every year in the graveyards of this country
in the teeth of those who die.

Mr. JETT. As the gentleman scems to be so well informed on
this matter, I should like to ask him this question: In his estima-
tion, how much gold is in cireculation now among the people of the
United States?

Mr. JONES of Washington. Does the gentleman mean actually
in the pockets of the people, outside of the banks?

Mr. JETT. Yes; outside of the banks.

Mr. JONES of Washington. Mr. Chairman, I say it is absolately
unreasonable to believe that there is more than $15,000,000in actnal
circulation. I say this after making what seems to me not only a
gonerous but an exaggerated allowance for money in the pockets
of the people in the only part of the United States where gold eoin
do?g ciricu ate—on the Pacific Coast—where they have always used
gold coin.

I thank the gentleman for that
It was that suggestion I desired to
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Mr. BELL. Now, Mr. Chairman, I would like to connect my ques-
tion with my previous object. Yon figured on the exact amount
that the Treasury Department claims is hoarded in gold. The
Treasury Department and the Government generally, when the
hoarding was at the extreme, stated generally that the le did
not colleet gold to hoard ; that they hoarded bank notes, greenbacks,
Treasury notes of every kind. Now, taking their theory as correct,
that all this gold is hoarded that you mention, suppose you take
the same proportion of hoarding in paper money. Would not most
of the money be hoarded?

Mr. JONES of Washington. We would not have any money.

Mr. BELL. All of it would be hoarded, would it not?

Mr. JONES of Washington. More than all of it, a good deal
Now, Mr. Chairman, I desire to continue this question. I wonld
like to speak a little concerning other forms of metallic money, for
it is incredible that there is this vast amount of silver coin, dol-
lars and subsidiary coin, in existence which the Treasury Depart-
men t.ls‘:]laims, but time will not permit and therefore confine myself
to gold. ~

There was certainly some gold in the world when America was
discovered, and, without reckoning the millions taken from obscure

laces by Chinamen and other vagrant miners, there has been pro-
suced since that time the enormons sum of $14,253,070,666 (Annual
Statistician, 1892, page 574), while the entire stock of gold now in
the world is only $1,143,700,000. (Finance, 1896, page 2{)6)';l

What has become of the other $10,100,370,666, besides the large
amonnt concerning the production of which no statistics were
attainable? Yhere has it gone to? According to the same an-
thority, page 220, there has been produced since 1860, $4,356,478,200,
which is $212,778,200 more than exists in the world to-day.

Think of it. Theentire product of the woﬂgj-rior to 1860, together
with more than $200,000,000 of that produeed since 1860, has van-
ished in thirty-seven years. The United States alone since 1849 has
produced more than half as much as can be found in the entire
world to-day, and out of that production more than $800,000,000
can not be accounted for at all. :

It is, however, not difficult to realize the enormous loss and waste
on this metal when we consider that the loss by abrasion alone on
$1,000,000 in gold coin shipped from New York to Liverpool aver-
ages $256.16, notwithstanding the greatest care isemployed in pack-
ing it so that this loss will be minimized. (Annnal Statistician,
1892, aqe 514.)

If the loss nnder these conditions is so great, what must it be when
the coin is carried in the pocket with other coins and keys and
pocket knives? It is doubtful, indeed, if one hundred gold coins
can be found in actual cireulation in this country to-day that are a
legal tender for their face value. When to the loss by abrasion we
add the loss by confl tion, wreck, and casualty and the amount
eonsumed in the arts (for 1895 estimated at $58,579,160; sce Finance,
1896, page 216) it is not difficultto understand the magnitude of the
Treasurer’s overestimate.

Again, it is only a very short time ago that the President of the
United States entered into a secret arrangement with foreign bank-
ers to furnish $162,000,000 of gold coin for the use of the Treasury.
and his only excunse for so doing was that gold could not be aaom'mi
in the United States. Isit conceivable thatthe people of the United
States can not be induced to take snch securities as Government
bonds paying a liberal rate of interest, when they have over §350,-
000,000 in gold hidden away F‘oducmg no revenue{ [Ap})lau.se.]

Let us now consider the ury statement with reference to
another sort of money, viz, greenbacks. We find, by an examination
of the Treasurer’s report for 1897, pages 72 to 80, that from 1862 to
1878 there was an average of about $370,000,000 outstanding. In
1878 this amonnt was reduced to $346,681,016, and the Treasurer
evory year since that time has reported $346,681,016 of greenbacks
ontstanding.

Not a dollar has been consumed by fire; none have been lost by
wreck, accident, or carelessness; none have found their way into
the nest of the patient and industrious mouse, though he is com-
monly reported to have a voracions appetite for alegal-tender domi-
cilo; the miser has hidden none away, leaving to posterity nothing
but a legacy of curiosity as to what he did with his money. Oh,
no; every rag of itis out among the people, doing duty as a medinm
of exchange. : =

But we are not wanting in data to show the absurdity of this
conclusion. In 1862 the Government commenced issning fractional
curreney, and from that date to 1879 there was an a.veru’ﬁ% of
$32,089,475 of that medinm in circulation (see Report of the Treas-
urer, 1897, page 103). In 1879 the amount outstanding was reduced
to $15,842,610.11, and the amount now reported as oqt.standmg is
$15,263,410.47. Now, we know that not a single “shinplaster” of
this enormouns sum has been in circulation for years. All that exists
of it is held as curios in the cabinets of numismatists., The bal-
ance does not exist—it has been lost or destroyed in one way or
another.

Now, it is difficult to believe that the people of this country are
holding more than a quarter of a million of dollars in shinplasters
just as curios, but grant that the cntire $263, 640.47 is so held, it

eaves a loss of $15,000,000 on an average of $32,089,475 in the six-
teen years between 1862 and 1878, while they were in circulation; or,

in other words, the loss on this form of paper money by destruction

was 3 per cent a year.
Mr. BLAND. Will the gentleman allow me, right theref
Mr. JONES of Washington. Certainly.

Mr, BLAND. That $346,000,000 of greenbacks, as I understand it
fia :.e mere estimate, not allow ng anything since the losses of that
ate.

Mr. JONES of Washington. I was coming to that, if the gentle-
man will permit me. Now, we all know—1I do not say we believe,
but every single member of this House knows—that that statement
is not true. ere is hardl{ amember upon the floor of this House
who has not personal knowledge of the destruction of some -
backs. Iknow that I have known of the destruction of bills on
several different oceasions. And I believe that every man in this
House, if he will tax his memory for a moment, will recall some
circumstance that resulted in the destruction of more or less green-
backs. But the Treasnry Department persists in telling the people
of the United States that there is just exactly this amount of money
outstanding.

A fow days ago the Washington Post did me the honor to print a
little interview upon this question, in which I spoke somewhat of
the money that was lost in different ways. It was on Sunday morn-
ing that the interview was published, and on the opposite side of
the very sheet upon which that interview was printed was an ac-
count of the death of a demented old negress dltlawn here who was
known a week before her death to have a roll of greenbacks or
notes of different kinds amounting to not less than two or three
thousand dollars. Not a trace or track of that money was found.

Some time ago a gentleman in Oregon purchased a farm that had
been owned during the war by a rather eccentric old individu
who died supposed to possess a very large sum of money. They
could not find the money. This subsequent purchaser was plowing
one day and he plowed up a canister oontafn' some money. In
that canister were over $3,000 in gold coin a.ndg’fm()in gacks
evidently put in there when they were new and datgefsnﬁﬂ, if I
remember, He had chosen that way of hoarding his money. By
an accident it was brought to light.

Another little circumstance. When they were repairing an old
houss in eastern Oregon, which had been inhabited by a gentleman
of eccentric tendencies, they found on a beam in the cellar in an
old can nearly a thousand dollars in gold coin, which he had pub
away there and perhaps forgotten.

Not one single dollar of allowance is made by the Treasury De-
partment for any of these things.

Mr. COX. Will my friend yield for one gquestion{

Mr. JONES of Washington. Certainly.

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. SAYERS. 1 yield ten minutes more to the tleman.

Mr. JONES of Washington. I thank the gentleman from Texas
very much.

Mr. SAYERS. That will make forty minutes in all.

Mr. COX. The question I want to draw your mind to is this: Ii
these estimates have been made by the Treasury—I want to get i
so the House will take the question in clearly and d.i.stl.nct.ly—-wh:}
per cent is the estimate made of the loss in the circulation o
national-bank notes and in greenbacks, as presented by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury?

r. JONES of Washington. Why, he does not allow anything for
destruction, nothing whatever.

If the same rate of destruction had occurred on the greenbacks
during the thirty-five years they have been outstanding as on the
shinplasters the entire amount would have disappeared before now,
However, we know that the loss on small notes is greater than on

large ones, but the average loss on any form of paper money has
been estimated at 11 per cent per annum. But this is, of necessity,
only an estimate, becanse no steps have been taken to ascertain whab

the approximate loss is except in the case of fractional currency,
which was called in as heretofore explained.

Let the Government call in the greenback for cancellation and
attach a penalty of say 10 per cent for all not presented within six
months, and we will soon see that there are not $246,000,000 of them
ontstanding, although there is probably less loss on these than on
most forms of paper money, because they have been practically with-
drawn from circulation for several years; butit is difficult to believe
that the loss on greenbacks is less than one-third as much as thé
loss on fractional enrrency.

Applying the same ealculation to the other forms of money used
by our people, and there is no escape from the conclusion that,
instead of a per capita circulation of more than $22, we have, in fact,
not more than $11 or $12 per capita in existence. But of this com?
paratively insignificant sum more than half is held by banks as &
reserve fund required by Federal and State laws, and this reserve
is as completely withdrawn from circulation as though it were in
the bottom of the ocean. It has, in fact, been mathematically
demonstrated that there is less than $4 per capita in actual cireu-
lation, and we have yet to learn that any of the numerous advocates
of contraction have ever attempted to refute such demonstration.
(See The American People’s Money, pp. 79-85.)

Now, Mr. Chnirmnn,% desire for a moment to pass to ano
branch of this question. We have seen that wo have not got th
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~amount of money that is represented, and we know that we do need
money.
. HOW MUCH MONEY DO WE NEED!

Well, I am not going to assume the responsibility of sa.ygag how
much money the people of the United States need or how muchmoney
any people need, but I will state this as an economie proposition, for
which I ¢challenge any refutation, that the people of the United Sfates
are entitled to as much money in proportion to the volume of busi-
ness which they transact as the people of other countrieshavein pro-

rtion of the volume of business that they transact. It does not
ggpend upon the number of people. Per c?ita has not.hin({; to do
with it. Yt is the business they havetodo. Andnow wheredo they
stand? How much money ought we to have?

Mr. WALKER of Massachusefts. Does the gentleman want an
answer to that question? They ought to have just as much as they
want.

Mr. JONES of Washington. I think I can answer that question
better than the gentleman from Massachusetis can.

Mr. GAINES, Massachusetts has had too much to do with our
money matters anyway.

Mr. JONES of Washington. Without conceding that the people
of any country have as much money as would be beneficial to them,
for it seems that the greed and avarice of plutocracyis endeavoring
in every country to reduce the people to ]i.-loverty and despair by con-
stanily nugmanfl.ng their burdens through the subtle influence of an
ever appreciating money, I think I can say without fear of successful
contradiction that the wealth producers of the United States are en-
titled to as much money in proportion to the volume of businessthey
transact annually as the people of other countries have. They can
not stand on an equal footing in the struggle to solve the great prob-
lem of life, to overtake and embrace the bright but elusive goddess
of fortune and prosperity, who seems to be every day increm‘mﬂhe
distance between herself and her humble pursuers, unless they Lave
their fair proportion of the world’s circulating medium.

It then ll.:ecomea imgortant, Mr. Chairman, to mqlm.ra what part of
the total volume of the world’s business the people of this nation
transact, and what volume they transact when compared with other
great nations. p

Now, Mr.Chairman, thedistingnished gentleman who presides with
sv much ability and fairness over the deliberations of this House, in
a burst of patriotic eloquence on the 1st day of February, 1894, was,
I believe, the first American citizen to call the attention of the world
sharply to the enormous power possessed by this country in compari-
son with other conntries. Permit me to read from a speech made by
him upon that oceasion to this House, the wisdom and patriotism of
which I most heartily commend.

Mr. GAINES. Who is that?

Mr. JONES of Washington. The Hon. THoMas B. REED, our
Speaker. After comparing England with the United States and crit-
icising the Democracy for attem%tinagto swap off our own markets
for markets less desirable, and thi:ﬁ:mt we transact nearly
five times as much business as Great Britain, he nsed these words:

If this is our comparison with England, what is our comparison with the rest
of the world, whose markets our cornmittee are so eager to have exchanged for our
own! Aulhall gives certain statistics which will serve to make the comparison
clear, On 365 of his Dictionary of Statistics he says the total yearly t
of the manufacturers of the world is £4,474,000,000, of which the United States
produces £1,443,000,000.

1 do not vonch nor can anyone vouch for these figures, but the proportion of
one-third to two-thirds no one can fairly dlu.:Ed:e. ‘We produce one-third and the
rest of the world, England included, two- ., The population of the world is

1,600,000,000, of which we have 70,000,000, which leaves 1,430,000,000 for the rest
of mankind. We use all our manufactures, or thmulvnlent of them, hence we
are equal to one-half the whole globe oatside of ourselves, England included, z):l:uil
wmglored as n market with the rest of the world, onr population is equal to abou
700,000,000, I repeat, as compared with England he f as a market, our peopls
are equivalent to 175,000,000. As compared with the rest of the world, England
inelu we ars ﬂqhnal to a market of 700,000,000. These fizures more than justify
the adjectives of t lisliman, and the cold facts of mathematics surpass the

B
spasma of rhetodc.—ﬂghsnglonai Record, page 1785, vol. 138.

Mr. GAINES. If the gentleman will permit me, I want to state
I have in my hand McPherson's Handbook, which shows that the
Hon. TrHoMAS B. REED voted for the Bland-Allison Act.

Mr. JONES of Washington. That was a very laudable act, and
I am glad to know that he did so. [Laughter.]

While it is thus seen that the volume of our business resultin
from manunfactures alone is five times a8 great as that of the Uni
Kingdom, weo have only a little more than twice as much money to
do it with, even accepting the grossly exaggerated estimates of the
Treasury Department as correct.
the monetary question the wonderful industrial and ecommereial
power of this country scems to be persistently ignored.

The very schoolboy learns important facts about his own country
which seem to be beyond the ken of men who talk very glibly
about political economy and ‘‘sound money” and ““national honor.”
On page 61, Rand & McNally’s Grammar School Geography, our
boys and girls learn the following facts about their country:

‘With one-twentieth of the ion of the earth, it consumes one-fifth of the
earth's entire product of sugar, one-tenth of its coffee. one-third of its irom, one-
ihird of its s three-ten one-third of its lead, one-fourth of

of its ougaor
its cotton, one-third of its wool, 01:|ls-t.‘.|t:|l of its rubber, one-fifth of its coal, and

one-half of its tin. The which passes throngh the Detroit River during
the eight months of the year w it s clear of ice is greater by millions of tona
than the entire clearances from the two greatest ocean ports of the world—London

Strange, that in the discussion of

and_Liverpool—during the whole . The American railroads an-
m.n]lry‘vl about 620,000,000 tons ofmhan(use, valued at nearly ng%mo.m.
this coun uces and consumes five times as much man ured
ma as Great Bri makes and exports to all the world. The entire export
of Great Britain, whose foreign commerce is greater than that of any other nation,
amounts to less than half the domestic commerce which crosses the Appalachian
Mountain chain.

The total traffic of the Suez Canal is now 8,000,000 tons annually,
while that of the SBault Sainte Marie Canal amounts to 18,000,006
tonsannnally. Thiscanalisthe outlet of Lake Superior, theremotest
and least important commercially of the Great Lakes. It is par-
alleled on both sides by railroads, and yet the commerce passing
through its outlet during the summer months when it is open is two
and a quarter times as great as the entire commerce passing throngh
the Suez Canal, a highway that connects oceans and separates con-
tinents.

Let our opponents reflect on the fact that of the great staples this
country produces the following proportions of the world’s product:

Per cent.

Cotton .

Copgar.
Tron ore

Of the breadstuffs—wheat, oats, and corn—we produce mnch more
than one-third of the total amount,

But production and consumption do not alone measure the volume
of apeople’s business. Where producer and consumer are neighbors,
their exchange of commodities can be effected with comparatively
little money. Notso when they are thousands of miles apart. The
money needed to reduce their produce to a common denominator
is in use a considerable length of time, and freight and insurance in
transitu demand a large addition to first cost. This increased de-
mand is measured aplgruximstely by the transportation of a coun-
try. Mr. Chauncey Depew presents this feature of the case ina
recent speech as follows:

The whole of the tonnage of the oceans of the world last year was abont

140,000,000 tons, while the tonnage of the railroads of the world carried 100 miles
was about 1,400,000,000 tons. "There are 400,000 miles of railroad in the world, of

which 180,000 are in the United States. Of the 1,400,000,000 tons 100 miles
last year on the railroads of the world, 800,000,000 tons were 8
of the United States. You take the 600,000,000 tons carried 100 on the rail-

roads of theworld outside of the United States, and then you add to it 140,000,000
carried on the ocean in the commerce of the world npon the seas, and we will still
have in the 800,000,000 earried on the railroads of the United States 60,000,000 tons
more than on all the railroads of the world outside of the United States, and in
all the ocean commerce of the world put tn%etha:r. This internal commerce of the
United States makes it the most wonderful market on the globe.

Intheface of these facts, Mr, Chairman, cananyone in the Chamber
deny that the people of this country transact one-half as great a
volume of business annually as all the balance of the world com-
bined, and that as a consequence we are entitled to the use of one-
third of the world’s money ?

Business alone creates a demand for money, and the IPWPIB of
each nation create a demand for money in exact proportion to the
volume of business they transact, and their capacity to sustain the
parity and value of money is in proportion to the demand they
create for it. [&d:lplanse.]

Onpage 434 of thereport of the Secretary of the Treasury for 1896
the world’s stock of money is given as follows:

O e e e o e S i e o . B e e e £4, 143, 700, 000
e A A T T e e S L R 4, 236, 900, 000
B S 2, 558, 060, 000

++e=-- 10,938, 600, 000
entitled to one-

Makinga total Of «uveunnacicrnronnna.s

Of this stock the people of the United States are
third, which would give them—

This would give us about §50 per capita.

Let us take another view of the sitnation, The same eminent
English statistician, Michael G. Mulhall, so a}:t]y quoted by the
distinguished Speaker of this House in an article contributed by
him to Public Opinion, June 6, 1895, presents a more detailed and
interesting comparison, measuring the nations by the number of
foot-tons of effective energy daily devoted to the creation of wealth,
and these are his figures:

United States.......... 129, 300, 000, 000 | AnSEria «..eoueeeeen.... 22,510,000, 000
Great Britain.......... 56,110,000, 000 | Ttaly «nvoeeeeoamcnannnnsn 11, 300, 602, 000
GOrMADY - eeveveneunans 45,580,000, 000 | Spaim.....cvveeamzcnnzas 10, 640, 000, 000
T P R 24, 580, 000, 000

The same anthority, commenting on the foregoing facts, uses the
following language: -

Hero wo seo that the United States 8 nlmost as much energy as Great
Britain, Germany, and France collectively, and that the ratio falling to each
American is more than what two Frenchmen or Germans have at their disposal.
Moreover, the military armament which keep in enforced idleness 4,000,000 men in
Europe are happily unknown to the United States. It is not merely that Euro-
pean nations are deprived of the labor, skill, and exertions of 4,000,000 men in the

of life; they have alzo set apart 1,000,000 workers of the agricultural and
ustrial classes to feed and clotbe the standing armies and defray the cost of
, War vessels, etc. Thuos the average of productive energy in France,
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Germany, England, ete., i8 much less than appears in the above statement.
gain, i¥wa consider the labor-saving npgﬂ.&nm of the United States, we see the
Eerfecsion of agricultural and other inery. An o y farm hand in the
nited States raises as much gmln as 3 in England, 4 in France, 5 in Germany, or
6 in Austria, which shows that an enormous waste of labor occurs in Enroﬁg
m;:{asfarmm are not possessed of the same mechanical appliances aa in t
t tates.

It takes six times as much money to handle the product of an
American farm hand as that of the same kind of labor in Austria.
How many in India? And still oursages talk about per capita cir-
culation, as thongh the number of people in a country measures the
amount of money required in the ftransaction of its business. If
the United States were inhabited by 70,000,000 aborigines instead
of 70,000,000 progressive, industrious, intelligent, and civilized peo-
ple, a gold circulation of $20 per capita, instead of meaning an
increase of business, would mean that every redskin, papooses and
all, would have a $10 gold piece hanging from each ear,

From the foregoing table it appears that the actual productive
energy of this country is two and one-third times asgreat as that of the
United Kingdom, but we donotrealize the full force of the writer’slan-
ana, “Thus the average productive energy in France, Germany,

gland, ete., is much less than appears in the above statement,”
until we consider that on account of the superior efficiency of our
productive energy, coupled with our infinitely greater commerce,
the volume of our business, instead of being two and one-third
times as great as England, is five times as great, as has been here-
tofore shown, and our people are therefore entitled to the nseof five
times as much money to transact it with.

Let us see, Mr. Chairman, how this Government treats its peoplein
the matter of furnishing them a medium of exchange to transact
their business with, when compared with other great nations; and
for the purposes for this comparison we will accept the grossly ex-
aggerated statements of our Treasnry Department with respect to
our circulation as correct. For the comparison, I will refer you to
the Republican National Campaign Text-book for 1806, not becanse
it is any better authority than can be found elsewhere, but because,
being the latest contrigut.ion to the gospel of **sound economic
principles ” and “national honor,” promulgated by that party which
stands to-day as the only organized political exponent of the gold
standard, I am sure that no Republican will dare impeach its ve-
racity or insinuate that in the last campaign his party altempted to
mislead the Sg?ple

On page the amount of money in cirealation in the seven
great conntries above mentioned is given as follows:

United States........... $1, 660, 400,000 | Italy ..-cooeecacenann.ns £331, 400, 000
Great Dritain.. e 808,000,000 | SPRIN....ccvicrnsemnnanras , T00,
France ...... «» 1,870,000,000 | AUStrif...ecueanenssnanass 464, 300, 000
GOrmany ......ueeeeaes - 500, 400, 000

And as our people transact five times as much business as Eng-
land, instead of having $1,660,400,000 we should have $1,040,000,
in order to place the producers of this country on an equal footing
with those even of Great Britain, which allows her people less than
is allowed by any other nation except the United States. Assumin
that the conditions as to the efficiency of produetive energy an
volume of transportation are substantially equal in the European
countries, and that therefore the comparison given by Mulhall

resents a close approximation to the relative volume of business
in those countries, both of which assumptions are manifestly rea-
sonable, we find that where this Government allows its people 100
cents of money to transact a given volume of business with,

England allows hers............. P2AS Y Taly s i mi e awan 5. 04
Germany .- 3,37 &
HEANOB: i ovarsavionardiaa 6.80

If the Treasury estimates were corrected so as to show the real
amount of money in this country, the foregoing figures would have
to be materially increased.

The above caleulations show how successful the money power ot
this country has been in foreing our people to use credit money,
viz, checks and drafts, the most dangerous form of credit money,
because gnaranteed by nothing but the solvency of the maker; in
compelling our business men and wealth producers to seek the aid
and support of the banks, which are thus enabled to absorb their
earnings in interest and compel all but the moneyed aristocracy,
the favored few, to go in debt or go out of business; to enable the
banks and money lenders to levy tribute on every form of produe-
tive energy in this great conntry, and impoverish the people by ap-
propriating their l.l)lropart_v; to degrade the price of every product
of industry, and thereby increase the burden of every debt until
that burden has become insupportable and the people are to-day
clamoring for relief through the agency of a bankruptey law.

This 1s the reason that the failures of 1896 were 15,112 as com-
pared with 530 in 1865, when we had money enough for the }eo le
1o transact their business with. This it is that has enabled 250,
people to accumulate 80 per cent of all the wealth between the
Atlantic and Pacific oceans, leaving 20 per cent to be divided
between 71,750,000 people, making this country a conspicuous demon-
stration of the genius of the poet who sang years ago,

111 fares the land to hastening ills a prey,
‘Where wealth accnmulates and men decay.

This it is that has made the private indebtedness of the country
rise from almost nothing in 1865 to $6,000,000,000 in 1880, and $31,000,-

000,000 in 1896; and the value of all the property in this land shrink
from $70,000,000,000 in 1890 to $49,000,000,000in 1897. This it is that
has bron Eht poverty, sorrow, and despair to countless homes where
joy and hope and plenty once dwelt; that nightly sends to desolate
couches millions of our fellows, hungry and hopeless, destitnte and
desperate. [Applause.]

But, say our opponents, what of it? How will a further contrac-
tion of the currency injuriously affect the welfare of this country?

This question can be best answered by going back to that date
when this accursed };lnliiy of contraction was first inangurated. In
1865 the people of the Northern States were enjoying the highest
degree of prosperity that they have ever enjoyed during the nation’s
history. The people were out of debt; business was conducted on a
cash basis; there was practically no borrowing or lending of money ;
no appeals by distressed debtors for further leniency on the part of
relentless creditors; the word tramp was unknown—it has been
coined since that time; and instead of a hoard of hungry men hunt-
ing for one job a dozen jobs were hunting for one man,

Thecompetition, instead of being between employees, was hetween
employers. LEvery mill and factory was rnnning on full time; every
chimney was hot with the breath of enterprise; every workshop
throbbed with the energy of human teil. The slumbering echoes of
the glen were awakened by the joyous voice of Progress. glcnty and
Content had a seat at every fireside from East to West. There were
no sm:{r houses, no strikes, no lockouts. Organized charity was not
compelled to exhaust its resources in a froitless effort to mitigate,
in some degree, the misery and distress of our own people, but de-
voted itself almost exclusively to the salvation of tlie heathen.
During the first balf of the decade this country, taken as a whole,
although the improvement was chiefly confined to the North, made
greater progress than it had during any preceding decade, along
every avenne of industrial progress. [Applause.] ;

Why was it that we thus increased our manufactures, our mining,
and our agriculture, and all other legitimate industries to an oxtent
that not only astonished us but amazed the entire world ?

Was it becanse 2,859,132 men of the very flower of our youth and
manhood, onr farmers, our mechanies, and our business men, were
withdrawn from the ranks of produetive industry and made to en-
gage in the awful occupation of destroying the lives and property
of their brothers in the Sounth, who, in almost equal numbers, were
inflicting upon their Northern foes every injury possible? Did we
}))lm\' more acres because there were fewer men to follow the plow ¢

id we harvest more grain because the laborers were few? Did we
build more mills becaunse there were fewer men to wield the trowel
and hew the beam?

Did we produce more coal, and ore, and iron, and steel becaunse
there were fewer to delve in the bowels of the earth, to feed the fires,
or tend the glowing furnace? Was all this prosperity because
280,397 Union soldiers and abont as many of their Sonthern brothers
died on the battleficld or in the hospital? Was it because 224,397
of the North and abont as many of the South were sent home
maimed and crippled?

Did the people get out of debt because they were taxed to an extent
hitherto unknown; because the Government seized npon every arti-
cle of utility which would yield a cent of revenue—from the match
with which the busy housewife kindled her morning fire to the mat-
tress upon which she threw herself at night—as a legitimate sub-
jectof taxation? WWas it because a stamp tax almost drove the bank
check from use and made the people transact their business with
real money ?

Did the people flourish bocause the Government was in trouble;
becanse the revenues did not equal the expenditures; because it was
running in debt at the rate of $2,000,000 a day; because it was con-
fronted with an annual deficit which makes the puny vacuum
created by the Dingley bill look like a colossal and dangerous sur-
plus? [Applanse.] Unfortunately the people were too busy to pay
any attention to censuses and statistics, and we are therefore with-
out exact and concise figures as to the condition of the people; but
that they were prosperous to an extent theretofore unthonght of is
a matter of common history to most of the members of this Cham-
ber. We are not, however, entirely without high authority upon
this question.

Hugh MeCulloch, Secretary of the Treasury, who did as much to
bring the curse of hard times on this country as any man whose
birth was ever a country’s misfortune, in a message to Congress in
1865, says:

The country as a whole, notwithstanding the ravages of war and its draft upon
labor, is by its greatly da\'el?ml resources far in advance of what it was in ig'f.
The people are now comparatively free from debt. * * * There is an immense
volume of paper money in circulation, * * * Trade is carried on more largely
by cash than ever was the case previous to 1861, * * * Bo as individual

indebtedness is regarded, it may be remarked that the people of the United States
are much less in debt than in previous years.

He also tells us that the ansion resulting from the ““immense
volume of paper money in circulation” was so great that it was
becoming ‘‘absolutely oppressive to a large portion of the publie.”
That it was leading to extravagance, and becoming ‘“subversive of
good morals.” :

Who, Mr. Chairman, were the people it was oppressing? Certainly
not the farmers. They were getting good prices for their produce
and extending the acreage of arable land with wonderful rapidity.
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Not the mechanic and artisans and laborers, for they were all &et— to 225000,000 eople, which is certainly aliberal allowance, consider-
ey

ting full employment at good wages. Not the merc ants, for
were growing rich through brislk trade and good prices.
But the bankers, of whom the Secretary was one, were complain-

inq at in 1870 the entire population had only inereased to 38,567,-
617, and we have $2,113,606,802.57 divided by 25,000,000, which gives
a per capita cirenlation of §8452, As soon, however, as the war

ing. Nobody had to borrow money of them and pay them ruinous | was over, in the spring of 1865, this sum of money, instead of sup-

interest for the accommodation. They were deprived of the easy,

pleasant, and profitable employment of ahaorbing the earnings of

the people through the medinm of the silent but industrious mort-
gage. ‘There was great indignation and mental distress among the
amblers of Wall street. ey were not permitted to squeeze easy
ortunes from the man of enterprise, who, confiding in the future
of his country and the honesty of its government, had undertaken
to push some needed improvement and thus place himself at the
mercy of Shylock.

But Congress, actingupon the advice of this sapient financier, soon
brought joy to the banker, glorious sunshine to the gambler, and
sorrow to the farmer and manufacturer. Moderate fortunes, acen-
mulated by years of honest toil and legitimate enterprise, were swal-
lowed by the thousands, and these insatiate vampires reveled in the
ruins of our prostrate industries until the whole Jand groaned for re-
lief through the bankruptey courts. ;

Another distingnished witness to the conditions of our industries
and the prosperity of the people during the war is Justice Bradley,
of the Supremo Court, who, speaking about this time, says:

1t is an undoubted fact that during the late civil war the activity of the work-
shops and factories, mines and machinery, shipyards, railroads, and canals of the
loyal States, caused by the issue of legal-tender currency, constitnted an inex-
haustible fountain of strength to the national cause. (12 Wall., 564.)

And yet the distingunished Indiana banker says that this currenc
had become ““absolutely oppressive” to a large portion of our citi-
zens. The prosperity of t.ge common people is always ““absolutely
oppressive” to the tyrant, the usurer, and the gambler. [Applause.]

Mr. MecCulloeh, during his entire official career, argued vehe-
mently and eloquently that this volume of gapar currency must be
contracted, so that the people’s morals might not be corrupted by
undue prosperity. But what was the enormous cireulating medinm
of which he complained so loudly ?

The Secretary of the Treasury, on page CXXV of Finance for 1806,
}n{{:rms us that the per capita circulation during the war was as

ollows:

plying the North alone, had to supply the additional 12,000,000 peo-

le in the Sonth, and our circulation, without any act of Congress
diminishing the quantity, was reduced from $84.529 ($2,113,606,802.57
divided by 387,000,000) to $57.12, an immediate and catastrophie
reduction of 32 per cent.

There was as yet no decrease in the supply, only an increase in
the demand; but this increase in the demand caused an immediate
and most disastrous increase in the purchasing power of the dollar,
which was exhibited in the fall of prices which at once took place,
and which may be better appreciated by a consideration of the fol-
lowing facts respecting the four great agricultural staples for the
years 1864 and 1865, as appearsin the Annual Statistician for 1893-94,
on pages 212 and 213: J

Price per ! Price per
Valusofero; Value of cro
of 1864, " | Pushel, |T40PGeg. 7| bushel,

$204, 315,119 $1.831 | $217, 330, 105 $1.463
41, 975, 013 1.603 21, 343, 383 1092

139, 381, 247 792 93, 745, 314 .416
527, 718,183 L0095 | 324, 168, 688 . 460

993,880,562 |..cavunnnn F 656, 587,490 [.ocunen.. .

Makins%ga total loss to the farmers of this country on four cereals
of $336,802,072, as oom})ared with the preceding year, or expressed
in percentage, a loss of 33 per cent.

By like culeulation we find that the average priee per bushel of
these four cereals in 1864 was $1.307, while in BSE it was only $0.838,
a fall in price of 34.4 per cent, which upon comparison we find
almost exactly tallies with the decrease in the per capita cireula-
tion, which was a little over 32 per cent.

Fortunately, the people were not much in debt, or this terrifio
decline in prices would have produced a panic which would have
convulsed the nation, But they had some debts to pay; they had
the salaries of officials to pay; they had Federal and State taxes to

T PN e e R Rt Ll ] e e e ; : L
T e R S R e gm_ga TR E s I e %‘{ '{E pay, and the burden of all these obligations was increased nearly
e A TR e S ) 20, 50 per cent at a single blow in one year.

Surely a maximum circulation of $22.16 per capita is nothing to | This was “absolutely oppressive to a large portion of our peo})la,”

get hysterical about in view of the fact that France has got along | a8 the Indiana banker said. Bub it didn’t oppress the bondho

der,

very nicely with a circulation of nearly $50 per capita for many | the money lender, the banker, nor the Wall street gambler, Oh,

years.

no; it brought joy and comfort to them. It would seem as though

Let us see, however, how nearly the fomfoing statement of the | an increase of nearly 50 per cent in the burden of every mﬂﬂ‘gtge
°

Secretary tallies with the actual facts, In 1869, Treasurer Spinner,

and other fixed charge would have been sufficient to satisfy

in the finance report of that year, on page 244, enumerates the paper | rapacity of any ordinary species of human vampire, but not so.
issued by the Government which circulated as money, and presents | _Through their able and influential official agent, the Secretary of

the following recapitulation of the outstanding circulation:

the Treasury, they insisted with a zeal which, so far from being

Seven and three-tenths notes, temporary loan certificates, certificates of | @iminished by their first taste of the people’s blood, was only inten-

indebiedness, 6 per cent compound-interest notes, gold certificates, 8 per cent

sified by sampling the feast of plunder in store for them. Did the

certificates, old two-year 6 per cent notes, one-year 5 per cent notes, two-year 5 ople have mo friends in this emergency? Will none speak out?

per cent notes, two-year 5 per cent coupon notes, demand mnotes, legal-tender
notes, and fractional eurrency.

ongress, apparently hypnotized by the wcight and eloquence of

On'pages 27 and 28, Messages and Documents, 1867-68, a public-debt statement | Di8 Mgum"nmaguﬂu“mmouﬂy acquiesced in every demand, until

shows that the following amounts of indebtedness, which the Treasurer of the | it was compell

United States declared were used as money, were in existence:
Certificates of indebtedness .....
Five per cent legal-tender notes

Compound interest legal-tender notes
Seven-thirty notes............c... ..

33, 954, 230. 00
217, 024, 160, 00

; C to repair by a bankruptey law some of the indus-
trial ruin it had wrought for the benefit of the money lender.

---.  $85003,000.00 | [Applanse.]

In 1869 Congress was prevailed upon to make the obligations of

&0, 000, 000, 00 | the Government, which by the express terms of the law and the con-

TTDItEA SHALES NOLCE - v aeeoermnensmmmnonoeeemesnnnnnenmnnnnonnneen 433,160,560.00 | tract were payable in the money swith which they were purchased

Fractional COTTeN0y . - ..ccaeaciausenansnanssnaraassaasssasennssans 26, 344, 742. 51

o & o) L Bt e A S S e e P Sy S T e e 1, 625, 576, T01. 51

These were the o‘hligatious of the Government, issued by the Government,
and used as money., Of the whole amonnt $634.138,059 were made by law legal
tender. Dut in addition to these we must count in the gold and silver, the State-
bank notes, the national-bank notes, and the demand notes which were in eireu-
lation, These were:

(viz, greenbacks), payable in coin, The direct result of this was
to add to the value of these obligations the amount of the gold pre-
mium, 37 per cent. Had Congress by an arbitrary act increased the
number of dollars payable to the bondholders, no one would have
attempted to palliate or defend an act so utterly iniquitous and dis-
honest, but such an act would have savored no more cither of
iniquity or folly than the so-called credit-strengthening act, and

Gold, at a premium, used to pay duties on imports. oeeeeeeeecnnnn..n §189.000, 000 | wwould have been of infinitely less injury to the people.
g}{,‘tgfg;;ﬁ:?,m‘;!;;;;-_-_-_;-_-_;;;;;;;;;;;;;; % 019,008 | True, it would have increased the burden of the public debt more
i, L e Tl ety N N i I 146,197,860 | than a billion of dollars, but it would not have robbed the people of
Dasnmid nbtes: s e S R S s e, 472,603 | thestrength to bear it. "It would not have added 37 per cent to the
Potal Do burden of all other obligations, including the support of the Fed-
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 2o eral, State, coanty, and municipal governments. limsh el of wheat,

The foregoing makes a total of $2,113,606,802.51, from which it
appears that there is a material misunderstanding between the
Treasurer of 1869 and the Secretary of 1896, but as Mr. Spinner was
doing business at the earlier date, and had considerable information
about what was going on in the loyal States, we may, perhaps, with-
out doing violence to any principle of evidence, assnme that Mr.
Spinner knew what he was talking about, and that Mr. Carlisle was
as much in error about the curreney of war times as we have shown
him to be concerning the present circnlation.

How much per capita would that give the business men of the
North, for it must not be forgotten that prior to the close of the war
Federal money cireulated only in the loyal States, while the balance
of the conntry was doing business with Confederate currency.

‘When the war broke out there were, in ronnd numbers, 20,000,000
people in the Northern States and 12,000,000 in the Confederacy.
Assuming that by 1864 the population of the North had increased

apound of cotton, wonld still have gone asfar toward paying taxes,
interest, freight rates, car fare, and hotel bills, The immediate effech
of thislegislation on the produncersof the country can he best under-
stood by considering the course of prices from 1868 to 1870 of the
four great staples, wheat, corn, oats, and rye, presented by the fol-
lowing table:

Valueof crops| Value of |Pricesin|Pricesin
in 1863. crops in1870.| 1808, 1870.

Wheek. i oo coceoicasmaimsazin: £319,195,200 | $245, 865,045 |  $1.424 §1.042
817 Ryt L L S T A 560, 512, 460 | 601, 829, 030 .628 .549
028 - ooeeeciecanciacaonannann.| 142,484,810 | 107, 136, 710 . 559 . 438
IS e e T L L A 28,683,677 | 12, 145, 648 1.274 .815

ROML .- o ceeeenmmaar 1,050, 876, 537 | 006,986,43L |....cuucniliennnanas -
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The loss to the farmers on these four crops was nearly $93,000,000,
notwithstanding a phenomenal corn erop, which reduced their defi-
cit materially. But the fall in prices in the two years was 27 per
cent. The full effect of this legislation was not felt at once, but it
continued to operate in the depression of prices. Man of those
who voted for this measure did not seem to understand its signifi-
cance, a8 was then pointed out with great force and clearness b
Mr. John Sherman, then & Senator from Ohio. He then warned his
associates that it meant a contraction of the currency, a blighting
fall of prices, a lonF-continuctl period of hard times, with all the
consequent dflaralys s of indunstry.

The bondholders had now made three successful raids on the
prosperity of the cowytry, and proportionately augmented their
own importance in the financial world. They had secured a con-
fraction of the currency, first, by increasing the demand for money;
Ragond, by decreasing the supply, and third, by putting it all on a

coin (gold or silver) basis. Is it possible that their appetite for
Elu.nder was not yet sated? It seems not, for only four yearslater,

v an act of stealth and frand, compare(i with which the freason
of Benedict Arnold and Aaron Burr were examples of conspicuous
and exalted patriotism, they succeeded in striking silver from the
statute as one of the basic metals and thereby doubling the people’s
burdens in the course of a few years. [Applause.]

The magnitude of the decline caused by the general adoption of
the gold standard in 1873 can be better appreciated by an examina-
tion of a chart presented at the Brussels conference by Sir Gilford
Molesworth. No one, I believe, has ever attempted to question the
accuracy of this chart, though the attention of our opﬁonents has
been frequently called to it, notably by Hon. Charles A. Towne in
his masterly presentation of this subject before the House of Repre-
senfatives Febroary 8, 1806. This cut, showing the fluctuation of
prices from 1873 to 1892, was used in the report of that speech.
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In Chart No. 1 above, theline at the top marked 0—0representsthe | prices of 22 of the principal exports from London, as exhibited by

eneral level of prices in 1873. The heavy black line marked
F‘!al.lvtaﬁ.' » ghows thgrdeulin in the bullion value of that metal between
the dates indicated. Theline “8” ghows the declinein the prices of
100 of the principal products of industry as compiled by Soetheer,
_the eminent German statistician, and the line ‘“ E” shows the fallin

the Economist’s index numbers.

The course of prices from January 1, 1891, to January 1, 1898, is
shown by the foregoing index numbers compiled from Bradstreet’s
market reports for the American. These numbers show the finctua-
tion of prices with precision and in a way easy to understand:

“The American's y of indez bers indicating the t of prices.
Ra d | Mineral General
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The following cha repared from the fora%oing index numbers,
shows the decline in silver, breadstufis, and the 100 articles gwen
in the last column of the numbers during the period covered. A
little patience will enable anyone to verify the chart or prepare a
similar one from the numbers,
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In the above charf the line marked 100 shows the general level of
prices on the 1stof January,1891. Arise above that line represents
an advance in prices and a fall below that line represents a decline.

These charts and index numbers show a decline in the price of all
the produets of human industry, between 1873 and 1891, of nearly 25
per cent, and sinee 1801 of 17-%; per cent, amounting to a total decline
of 425Y% per cent.

And now a word as to the valae of the index numbers. It wasseen
by students of political economy many years ago that any attempt

* to gather anything like an aceurate idea of economie conditions by
observing the course of any one commodity, or even by observing
the conrse of many commodities during a short period of time, must
of necessity be futile. There never has been a time in the history
of mankind when the price of some eommodity was not adrancing
while the price of some other commodity was falling. Anyone who
confined h?u attention to the rising commodity would say, “Times
are improving,” while he who observed the declining prices wounld
say, ‘“Times are getting bad.”

i't is only by making a eareful and aceurate study of the course of

. Pprices of a large number of commodities, and continning the obser-
vation over a considerable length of time, that one is able to reach
anything like a correct conclusion as to the course of economic con-
ditions. Prices do not advance or declino by a steady and uniform
movement. A general rise in prices is interrupted by occasional
drops, just as a general decline is marked by temporary recoveries;

ust as the wave of a receding tide brings the water at intervals

igher uponthe shore. Each wave, however, recedes a little farther
thau its predecessor, and each returning wave leaves its line of foam
a little farther seaward.

In the present economic confliet there seems to bo no serious dis-
pute between any of the political parties as to the general cause
either of hard times or of prosperity. All of them attribute bard
times to low prices, and each promises to promote better times by
enacting laws that will cause the products of human industry to
advanco in price. As they all agree to this extent, it may be
assumed that they are all thus far correct, and all equally wise and

atriotic. The utter abhorrence in which the Republican party
olds cheap commodities is well exemplified b%rthe following
-extract from page 54 of their campaign text-book for 1896:

We are opposed to ch and cheap eultural uets. Cheap goods
mduhupgmdutlm::pm‘hbw—a wages toiling slaves, with-

out hope and without ambition for the future. Huts and hovels and nakedness

and panperism and erime follow sadly after the procession of cheap Jabor. * = *

Gootls are cheap in Italy, in Hlmgz.ry, and in Poland, but labor is cheaper and

the laborer can not buy. * * * Cheap labor is a national curse, Nay, more, it
is harbarism ftself. -paid labor means a degraded standard of life; therefore,
;velrl;;nid labor and its attendant consequences are to be desired and not to be
eared.

The immortal Blaine erystallized thissentiment into an aphorism
which will burn in the hearfs of the American people as long as
civilization endures when he said:

I hate the word “ cheap.”

Democrats, Populists, and Silver Republicans all fully indorse the
foregoing sentiment, and equally execrate a policy which induces
falling prices and cheap goods and labor,

A contemplation of the fnra%;)ing charts and stafistics exhibiting
the ruinous fall of prices which has taken place in the last twenty-
five years ought to make every Republican shudder, for are not all
Republicans the apostles of high prices? Do they not preach pro-
tection to avert the awful calamity of falling prices and chea
products? Do they not go before the people every two years an
show them what a terrible disaster it would be tolet Democrats and
Populists get control of Congress and make things cheap?

t may not be ont of place for me, Mr. Chairman, to call the at-
tention of my Republican friends to the fact that when our com-
mittee (I say “our committee,” because I was then a Republican),
in 1894, was calling the attention of the people to the miserable con-
dition of the laboring man in other countries not blessed with a pro-
tective tariff it didn’t happen to think of any countries except
those in which the blessed gold standard prevailed. [Applause.]

We were greatly ngitateg lest the laboring man of this conntry
should be dragged down to the level of the unfortunate son of toil
in such gold-standard countries as England, Ireland, Italy, Hungary,
and Poland, and, I may add, Turkey, Spain, and Egypt. at a
pity our committee didn’t happen to think of Mexico then!

If the Belpuhlicm party is o averse to cheap goods and cheap
agricultural products, and if ‘‘cheap goods, cheap products, mean
elieap labor, starvation wages for toiling slaves, without hope and
without ambition for the fi nture,” and if ‘‘cheap labor is a national
curse, * * a barbarism itself,” and if *‘ill-paid labor means
o degraded staudard of life,” why is the Republican Efﬁy 80
anxious to fasten on this couniry a financial poliecy which has
already brought, and is still bringing, this ‘““national curse,” ‘“this
barbarism,” ** this degraded standard of life,” on American labor?—
a policy which, by enhancing the value of the dollar, drags down
prices, not alone in this conntry, but in Europe, where our surplus
products are sold? Is it possible that we do not understand that
‘‘ cheap products” is only another name for dear money, and that
“high prices” is only another name for cheap money? Our dis-
tingnished President certainly understood it, when, in 1892, he sub-
mitted to the Republican Leagune of Ohio some observations on his
predecessor, Grover Cleveland, as follows:

During all of the yeara at the head of the Government lie was dishonoring
ons of the precious metals, ono of onr own great products, discrediting silver
and enhanecing the price of gold. Ile endeavored, even before his inanguration
to oifice, to stop the coinage of silver dollars, aud afterwards and to the end of his
Administration persistently nsed his power to that end. He was determined to
contract the cireulating wediom and demonetize one of the coins of commerce,
limit the volume of money nmu‘nﬁlthe le, make money scarce and-therefore
dear. He would have increased the value of money and diminisbed the value of
l-.verf"lhing else--money the master, eviﬁthing else the servant. He was not
thinking of the poor pengle then. He bad left their side. Ile was not standing
forth in their defanse. Cheap oats, cheap labor, and dear money; the sponsor
and promoter of those professing to stand gunard over the and ly. Was
there ever more glaring inconsistency or reckless assumption? * * *° Ho be-
lieved that poverty is n blessing to be promoted and encouraged, and that a
shrinkage in the value of everything but money is a national benediction.

WHY ARE THINGS CHEAP?

But, Mr. Chairman, why have prices fallen? Why are things so
cheap? Why are the cotton mills of New England shut down to-day
leaving thousands of workersidle and distressed? Why are the iron
mills of Maryland idle and so much distress among those depending
upon them for labor? There is only one answer to this question,
and the distinguished President of the United States, in his remarks
before quoted, has pointed it out with accuracy. Past Administra-
tions have made money ‘“searce and therefore dear,” and the present
Administration is making money scarcer and therefore dearer.

There is even now, in this city, a powerful lobby working assid-
nously to secure legislation which will retire the greenbacks and
decrease the available money to the exte at of more than $346,000,000,
and this lobby is encouraged by the President of the United States
and his Secretary of the Treasury,

There can be no possible doubt, Mr. Chairman, of the relation be-
tween money and prices, and no one has ever attempted to dispute
it until recently, and only now because an acknowledgment of that
fact would mean the political death of everyone who advoecates the
gold standard and the policy of contraction. Even §'old monomet-
allists on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean honestly and frankly
confess that they believe in the gold standard because they are in
favor of cheaper tEoods. Not long ago the London Times chided
bimetallists for their simplicity in supposing that all they Lad to
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o to convert the world to bimetallism was to prove that bimetal-

sm would mean a rise in prices, and in doing so that powerful
champion of the gold standard used this langnage editorially:

It seems impossible for us to get bimetallists to understand that there is a
large class of us for whom rising %ﬂma have no charm whatever. We like thin
cheap—the cheaper the better. If prices conld be reduced to ome half their
present range it would be a great boon to us who have everything to buy and
nothing to sell.

They make no false pretenses about ‘*sound money ” or ‘“national
homnor;” they make no mystery of their allegiance to the gold
standard; they simply want things cheap because their wealth con-
sists largely of securities which grow in valune just as prices fall,
becanse with cheapening goods if takes more and more of all that
labor l)roduces to pay the bonds and mortgages held by them.

Sir Robert Griffin is probably the ablest of all advocates of the
gold standard, as he is certainly the fairest.

Shortly after 1873 he wrote a work upon political economy,in
which he pointed out the fact that owing to the demonetization of
silver by the great nations the demand for gold must increase and
prices of commodities must, as a consequence, fall.

In his Case Against Bimetallism, page 218, in referring to the
relation between money and prices, he says:

In this sense to say that the quantity of money regulates prices is only the
same thing as to say of any article that is bought or sold that its quantity isa
materinl factor in determining its value.

And in his memorandum, hereafter printed in full, he says, among
other things:

It is a great misfortune, I consider, that somo monometallists, as appeared in
the course of the evidence before this commmission, have refused and still refuse
to recognize the general fall in prices in the last quarter of a century as being, in
economic language, an appreciation of gold, and as being explained by the con-
traction (as compared with a previous period of expansion) which commenced
about the year 1873.

This is the conclusion of 10 out of the 14 members of tlie Royal
Commission, an extract {rom the report of which I append to these
remarks, and a host of political economists, from whom citations
are made in the memorandum of Sir Robert Lacey Everett.

The whole philosoply of this principle of political economy is
eloquently stated in the following quotation from the report of the
United States Monetary Commission, made March 2, 1877, in which
we find the following language:

That vhe disasters of the Dark Ages were caused by decreasing money and
falling prices, and that the recovery therefrom and the comparative prosperity
which followed the discovery of America were dne to an increased supply of the

ious metals and rising prices, will not seem surprising or unreasonable when

e noble fanctions of money are considered. Money is the great instrument of
association, the very fiber of social organization, the vitalizing force of industry,
the protoplasm of eivilization, and as essentinl to ils existence as oxygen is to
animal life. Without meney civilization could not have had a begzinning, and
with a diminishing supply it must languish and, unless relieved, finally petish.

In short, no political economist of any reputation has ever ven-
tured to dispute this prineiple of political economy, and it is only
recently that any politician or space writer has attempted even to
modify the force or efficiency of this doctrine, and they only do so
now because to admit the correctness of this contention would
mean tho complete overthrow of the gold standard and the rout of
'ght:t:sandholders who now control the Government of the United

Until recently, Mr. Chairman, the Republican party contended that
the demonetization of silver was at least partially responsible for
low prices, but since it has set up the golden calf as its idol it
seeks to shuffle off the entire blame onto the tariff policy of its
opponents,

8i% too much tohope, Mr, Chairman, that there isyet a Republican
Moses who will shortly come down from Sinai and lead his party
back torighteousness? [Applanse.]

By a recurrence to Chart No. 2 it appears that the most disastrous
fall in prices which has occurred since 1873 was from January 1,
1891, to August, 1894, while the McKinley bill was in force. Dur-
ing these three and one-half years a fall of 15.0 per cent occurred—
almost 5 per cent a year. Such a catastrophic fall in prices as this
must challenge the attention of every thinking man. Its continn-
ance would mean ruin and bankruptcey to all engaged in productive
enterprises of any sort.

Until July, 1892, the Republican party was in control of every
branch of the Government; its tariff policy was in full force, and
nobody believed that Demoeracy wounld trinumph in the next cam-
paign. They met, however, in convention at Chicago abont July 1,
1892, alopted a platform which, honestly construed, meant free coin-
age, and the people had every right to rely upon this construction
in view of the fact that up to that time nearly every Democrat in
Congress had advoeated and voted for free coinage of silver pure
and simple. In the past the Republicans have been in the habit of
attribnting to a Demoeratic threat of free frade whatever industrial
disorder occurred while they themselves were in power, but a reeur-
rence tothechart given discloses the fact that aselection approached
and Democratic prospects advanced prices rose noh\'iiﬁ;standin
the threat of free trade contained in the Chicago platform, and
when election was ovor and the Democrats had swept the country
like a whirlwind, making it seem certain that a free-coinage law
wonld be passed, prices rose with extraordinary rapidity until
May, 1893, when Mr. Carlisle, the Secretary ofthe I'reasury, went to
New York, had a conference with a large numberof bankers, and

cameback echoingthe declaration of the President that the Sherman
law must berepealed and that free coinage wasa heresy. From the
moment that this conntry learned that Mr. Cleveland wonld not
permit a free coinage law to be enacted prices declined with disas-
trous rapidity. Whatever may be our vrews with reference to the
merit of a profective tariff, the foregoing facts fully demonstrate
that no tariff that can be devised by human ins can arrest the
fall of prices so long as the blight of the gold standard oppresses
our industries. [Applause on Democratic side.]

The Wilson bill superseded the McKinley bill in August, 1894, but
prices still continued to decline. A slight recovery toolk place in
1895, but the real cause of falling prices was still at work, the blood
was still being drained from the arteries of onr industrial system,
and the inevitable relapse came in 1896 and 1897, and the patient
sunk a little lower than he had ever been before.

In the latter part of 1897 a world-wide famine forced up the price
of breadstuffs materially, and as they constituted a very important
item of the 100 commodities the whole line was raised to some extent,
but the rise in breadstuffs during the last quarter of the year was
not enongh to compensate the fall in commodities. The fatal decline
has again set in, and so long as the present vicious monetary system
continues nothing can arrest the progress of this malady which is
benumbing the arm of industry and infecting all civilization with
a misery-breeding pestilence.

Now, it may be true, and I confess to a belief in the truth, that
under normal monetary conditions a protective tariff has a tendency
to maintain prices in this country excluding the products of
cheaper labor abroad, but in view of t{e demoralizing fall in prices
thiat has taken place under the highest tariffs, thinking men must
look to some other cause for the persistent decline,

The cause assigned by the Democratic party is expressed in the
platform of 1896 as follows:

Wo declare that the act of 1873 tlemonetislnli silver without the knowledge or
approval of the American people has resulted in the n&{)rec!aum of gold and a
corresponding full in the prices of commodities produced by the people; a heavy
inerease in the burden of taxation, and of all debts, public and private; the enrich-
ment of the mou_ey-londin% class at home and abroad; the prostration of industry
and the impoverishment of the people.

To this doctrine Populists and Silver Republicans give full
assent, and during the last campaign their champions emphasized
their belief in it on every rostrum from Eastport to S8an Diego;
nay, even more, many men of great prominence in the Republican
party freely expressed their conviction that the gold standard was
the main cause of falling prices, and led many honest and well-
meaning people to believe that the Republican party would de-
throne the gold standard by persuading other nations to help this
country get rid-of it. ;

The distingnished Senator from Colorado [Mr. WorcorT], who has
just returned from Europe, whither he went in pursuit of that ignis
fatuus, ‘‘international agreement,” Hgoes farther in this line than
any one has ever before ventured. He seriously assures us that the
Indian famine was a product of the gold standard; that it was a
famine of money rather than of food; that rice was abundant and
cheap, but the people had no money, and therefore could not buy.

OVERPRODUCTION.

But, Mr. Chairman, our op&ouents are very ingenious in inventin
excuses for falling prices. hen driven from one position they seeﬁ
refuge in another equally as fallacious, and ono of their favorite
arguments is that low prices are caused hr overproduction, They
dare not attempt to point out specifically the things that have been
produced in excess, because any statistics cited by them would show
the utter falsity of the statement. The trouble is that when hard
times are accompanied by falling prices the people are without the
means to buy, notalone the luxuries, but the comforts or necessities
of life; and because they can not consume there seems to be, to
those who are not thus feeling the pinch of poverty, an excess in
production. %

Let my Republican friend who thinks that overproduction has
anything to do with the present situation turn to page 77 of his
Bible—the Republican campaign text-book for 1 and he will
find that in 1885 the people of this country consumed on an aver-
age 6.77 bushels of wheat and 31.4 bushels of corn per capita, while
in 1894 they consnmed ouly 3.41 bushels of the former and 22.76
of the latter, or a decrease of 50 per cent in the consnmption of
wheat and 30 per cent in the consnmption of corn, notwithstand-
ing the fact that the price of wheat and corn was extremely low in
the latter year.

The trouble was, Mr. Chairman, that the people were too poor to
supply themselves with the necessaries of life, and therefore there
seemed to be an excess of wheat and corn in the conntry. . At the
rate consumed in 1885 it would have taken more than 450,000,000
bushels of wheat to snpply the people of this country, but they only
consumed about 230,000,000 bushels.

Another interesting fact shown by the statistics on the same page
is that while the consumption of wheat and corn, the poor man’s food,
decreased greatly during these years, the consumption of sugar and
tea, articles chiefly used by the wealthy, or the well to do at least,
not only did not decrease, but slightly increased, and the consump-
tion of coffee and wool only slightly decreased. During these years
while the condition of the laborer has been getting worse and
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worse, wealth has been amassed at an enormous rate by the favored
few. They are now able to indulge in wild extravagances. The
Bradley-Martin function would have shocked the people of 1865,
but such things are commonplace to-day, and as a result we would
probably find, if information was attainable, that the consumption
of luxuries, strietly speaking, has increased during the period re-
ferred to.

Thisonly confirms, Mr. Chairman, the quotation heretoforereferred
to from the Republican campaign text-book, which says that Italian,
Hungarian, and Polish ‘ goods are cheap, but labor is cheaper,and
the laborer can not buy.” At the first glance it is difficult to under-
stand how there conld have been such an amazing shrinkage in the
quantity of bread consumed by the people of the United States as
exhibited by these figures. It is not conceivable that the people of
this country ate more bread in 1885 than they wanted or needed.
Bread is not one of the things with which even a glutton will gorge
himself.

It is hard to nnderstand how anyone wonld eat more of this plain
food than he needed; and we know that even in 1885 there were

" many persons in the United States who did not have as much bread
_as they wanted, and yet nine years later they only consumed one-half
as much. We might seek areason for this decrease in the consump-
tion of wheat by supposing that they had substituted some other
kind of bread for wheat bread, but the fact that there was a very
great shrinkage in the consumption of corn utterly refutes this idea.

It would indeed be alinost impossible to believe these statistics
wero it not for the patient study that has been made in the leading
civilized nations of the world during the past two or three decades
with respect to the amonnt of nutrition consumed by different classes
of people in the different countries. ,

A ‘Perusal of the following extract from an article confributed by
Prof. W. O. Atwater to the Fornm for June, 1892, and entitled
“What the coming man will eat,” will serve to illastrate how ad-
versity will diminish the consumption of food among the classes
which feel the grinding curse of ill-requited toil:

Bat there is another side to this pictare. It is bronght ont by the comparison
of tho food of wage workers bere and in Enrope. The smallest amount furuished
the dietaries of the class examined was 8,500 calories of cnergy per man per day.
The average of seven dietaries of 421 persons in Massachuscits, of factory oper-
atives, mechanics, ete., ot moderate work, was 4,415 calories; and that of four

: dietaries of mechanics and laborers in Connecticut, at severe work, 0,705. In this

_latter the die of the Massachusetts brickmakers, with their 8850 calories,
was not included. The average of twenty dietaries of wage workers in the two
States named was 5,275 calories.

In a large number of dietaries of which I have obtained statistics there are
many which range from only 1,700 to 1,900 calories. OFf course these are of rela-
tively. poor 'ponp{‘e. The average of eleven dietaries of poorly fed wage workers in
Baxony and Prussia is 2,200. Thé average of the same number of dietaries of
well-paid mechanics in Bavaria is 8,150. The largest European dietary I have
found on record for men in ordinary conditions, even with the severest labor,
gives in the nelghborhood of d..wc."{fhe American workingmen whose dietaries
were examined were better nourished by half than their transatlantic brethren.

These com ns have, I believe, a &rofunnd significance.
“The dietary statistics above cited, taken with the collateral facts, lead to the
inference that the ordinary people have with us what only the exceptionally well

fed have on the otherside of the Atlantic—the food they need to make the most of
themselves and work. Indeed, is it not safe to mr{ that, so far as the facts at hanil
| fu. they imply very distinetly that to the American workingman is vouchsafed
he priceless gift which is denied to most people of the world, namely, the physi-
cal conditions, including especially the liberal nourishment, which are essential to
large production, high wages, and the highest physical existence, and that as
corollary he has a like peculiar opportunity for intellectual and moral develop-
ment apdgresnr 8ol To my min e saddest part of the picture that one seces
among the industrions and worthy members of the poorly paid and poorly fed
- classes in Europe is not the physical want, but the spiritual poverty, the lack of
buoyaney, the mute, hopeless endurance of their lives.

From this it appears that the brickmakers of Massachusetts habit-
ually take into their systems more than five times as much nutri-
tion daily as other classes of workmen who are described as poor
people, but who, no doubt, wounld supply themselves as generously
as tEese brickmakers if they had the means to doso. If these poor
people supplied themselves as ﬁenemusly as more favored classes,
and the consumption of the food produncts were thereby increased
five times, does anybody believe that there wonld be any talk of
overproduction of wheat, or corn, or any of the other necessaries of
life?

Take another view of the situation. There are over 400,000,000
Caucasians in Europo alone. If these 400,000,000 people had sup-

lied themselves with bread as generously as the people of the

nited States did in 1885it wonld take more than 2,700,000,000 bushels
of wheat to satisfy their wants, which would be considerably more
wheat than the world ever produced in an{' year, the greatest wheat
erop being 2,676,651,000 bushels, It would take 23,000,000 bushels
more than the world ever produced to supply Europe alone, not
]envinf a bushel for America, Asia, Africa, and Australasia.

In view of these figures, it is apparent that the attempt to ac-
count for low prices by assigning overproduction as the cause is
not simply erroneous; it is absurd.

When we point out the fact that there are millions of people, even
in the United States to-day, who are hungry, ill elad, and shelter-
less, the only answer our opponents make is that they are hun grﬁ
Decause there is too much bread; ill clad because there is too mue
cotton and wool, and shelterless because there are too many bricks
and too much lumber.

But by reference to the statistics presented in the report of Sir R.

Lacey Everett we find that during the period from 1849 to 1872 the
prodnction of wheat inereased 70 per cent, while during the same
};armd the price rose 30 per cent. During the succeeding period,

owever, from 1872 to 1894, the production only increased 40 per
cent, while the price fell 40 per cent. During the period first men-
tioned the production of cotton increased 1&0 per cent, while the
price rose 50 per cent. During the succeeding iod the produe-
tion of cotton only increased 40 per cent, while the price fell 70 per
cent. Taking commodities in general, during the first period the
produetion of all commodities increased 70 per cent, while the price
rose 45 per cent. During the second period production inereased
less than 40 per cent and prices fell 50 per cent.

In the face of such overwhelming evidence as this, how can any
man who pretends to possess the facnlty of reason maintain seri-
ously that an increase in production has even a tendency to reduce

rices. When the people produce more things to sell they shounld

ave more money to buy with and a greater capacity to consnme;
and consumption keeps steady pace with production so long as the
labor of the producer brings its legitimate reward for his toil and
thereby enables him to supply himself more generously with the
things that other toilers produce.

Secretary MeCulloch, in his report to Congress in 1865, urged as
one of the chief reasons why the enrreney should be contracted was
because high prices were making people extravagant. Just what
the extravagance consisted in he does not say, but it is a fact
that they were wearing better clothes, consuming more and better
food, expending more money upon the edueation of their children,
suﬁplymg their homes with literature, and music, and furniture, and
other comforts which ‘‘exalt and embellish civilized life.” But was
this a misfortune? Is it a crime for anyone but the bondholder
and the banker to wear good clothes, eat good food, educate his
family, and make his home a fit habitation for civilized man?

This condition, which the SBecretary deseribed as extravagance,
created a brisk demand for the product of the sawmill, the work-
shop, the factory, the printing press, for the skill of the mechanic,
the artisan, and the achol-tc::c er, all of whom prospered, because
the wealth producers, who are finally the foundation of all prosperity,
were themselves prosperous. It is not overproduction tl;mt canses
low prices, but l;ow prices.-that cause under consumption and
distress.

. Another argnment used by pseudo economists to account for fall-
ing prices is
LABOR-SAVING MACHINERY.

It is, indeed, a circumstance for which every right-thinking man
may well congratnlate himself-and his country that the progress of
invention, seience, and improvement has not been t.at.a!}) arrested
by the general paralysis of nearly every form of industry during the
East twenty-five years. It is trne that many improvements havo

een made in the machinery used by man to fashion into forms of
utility those things lhe needs to cultivate the farm, to harvest his
crops, to extract coal, iron, lead, copper, silver, and gold from the
mines, to reduce ores to nseful metals, to transport all the ptoducts
of industry from place to place. But this progress is nothing new.
The world has been progressing in this way for many eenturies, but
it is doubtful if any period of the world's history exhibits a more
rapid development in labor-saving machinery, facilities of trans-
portsaet;’ion, or scientific discoveries than the fifteen years from 1850
to 1865.

The wonderful progress in invention made during that period is
ably summarized by the Hon. Charles A. Towne, in his speech here-
tofore referred to, as follows:

By far the greatest amount of  this accomplish gs, 80 far as its com-
mercial and productive aspect is concerned, to the period from about 1850. B
that time the steam engine had been perfected ; 1he old Newcomen engine of 170{
with a **daty" of 5,500,000 foot-pounds per 1 bushel of Welsh coal, had developed
into the improved Cornish engine of 1850, with a **duty " of 60,000,000 foot-ponnds;
ihe factory system had come into syatematic operation—the greatest revolution
in prodnction in the history of industry—so that when England, abont 1850,
changed the tariff policy nnder which she had grown great, and started oot to
impose {ree trade on the world, it is estimated that her labor-saving machinery
represented a eapacity of 450,000,060 pairs of human hands.

In agricnlture the pariod in question saw the perfection of the plow, the seed-
ing machine, the grain driil, and themowing machine, The first succeasful reaper
was McCormick's. invented in 1834, improved in 1847, and first atiracting general
atlention at the London World's Fair in 1851, where it took the gold medal, and
from which time it came rapidly in use. Detween 1850 and 1876 nearly 3,000 pat-
ents were taken ont in this country alone for harvesters and their aéc‘lunems.
The thrashing machine was bronght to perfection in 1853. The selfbinder belonga
to a later pori%l]. but its effect and that of improvemenis on the inventions named
had nothing liko the significance for agricnlture which the devices that came in
from 1850 to 1873 had. To this period also belongs the Leginning of scientifio
agricalture and the use of imported and manufactured fertilizers on a large scals,
the sysliematic and general breeding of cattle, horses, and sheep, and the inaugu.
ration and considerable development of the checse-factory system.

In manufactures il is suflicient to name the leading processes and machines
that had been commercially effective in this period—the cotton gin and spinnin
jenny, with their prineipal attachments and improvements; the power loom, eal-
ico printing, and color weaving; the ot blast in iron manufaciure, perfected by
1845, by which manyfrevl_ou& refractory ores were rendered reducible and the
cost of smelting was diminished nearly one-half; the steam hammer, rolling mill,
and turning lathe; the Bessemer steel ss and the chief improvements in
producing and refining iron, the casting, forging, and rolling of the heated
metal, and the torning and planing of the w‘.[%l metal; the jack, the slotting,
ka}--ﬁruovlng, milling, and shaping machines; the process of assembling,
or ihe making of  interchangeable !'uu'ta -of machines, permitting the wvastly
cheaper manufaciure, of 1 like watches, eclocks, and the
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sewing machine, dating effectively from about 1850, between when and 1876
about 2,000 patents connected with it were nted in the United States.
the pneumatio caisson in engineering, the centrifugal pump, tunneling and drill.

ing machinery, and the use of compressed air in connection with them; scales and

elevator machinery, gnng and cirealar saws, and sawmill machinery gunemltlg,
about tho only new departure dating from since that time being the use of the

d saw on a large scale; turning machinery, particnlarly Blanchard’s spoke
lathe for turning irregular forms; genmeral woodworking machinery for plan-
ing mills and forniture factories, washing machines and knitting machines,
tho principal kinds of boot and shoe machinery, especially the McKay sewing
machine, which, between 1861, when it waa perfected, and 1876, had made
225,000,000 paira of shoes in tho 'United States alone; tho Westinghouse air brake
and its variona adaptations, electroplating, lithggﬂphyandphoiolitho{m hy, opti-
cal instruments, musical instruments, ice machines, the growth of india-rab
manufacture, the Goodyear vuleanizing process, dating from 1844; machinery used
in sugar refining and in IE'P""- reelain, and glass manufacture, stereotyping and
electrotyping processes, Bruce's and other type-casting machines, folding and ad-
dressing machines, the Gordon job press, and the Adams, Campbell, Walter, Bul-
lock, and Hoe parfocung printing presses.

A counsideration of this most remarkable progress establishes
beyond question the fact that labor-saving appliances so far from
being a legitimate causo of falling prices are naturally consistent
with a general rise. Indeed, when the bondholder urges that
prices ought to fall becanse labor-saving machinery has been
invented and the capacity of a day’s labor to produce wealth is
thereby increased, he does no more nor less than to insist that he
ought to be the sole beneficiary of a Ero for which he deserves
no credit, and to improvements to which nothing whatever is due
him, and that he whose genius, labor, and toil has perfected an
appfisnco which enables a commodity to be produced at an ex-
ganse of less human effort, deserves no share in the benefit con-

rred upon mankind thetci»y. [Applause.]

To illustrate: A man isengaged in the business of making shoes
at o time when it requires two days’ labor to make a pair of shoes,
He borrows a thonsand dollars of some fortunate individual, who
contributes to the happiness of mankind bi watching his fellow-
man toil. Before this money becomes due the maker of shoes has,
by the application of his skill, genius, and industry, perfected ama-
chine which enables his workmen to make a pair of shoes in one day.
When the note becomes due the money loaner says, ‘“You can now
make & pair of shoes in one half the time you could when I loaned
you the money, therefore you must give me the price of twice as
many shoes.”

Put in this way the argument of the contractionist seems absnrd
enough, but it is no more absurd than the general argument of the
gold-standard advocate that improved machinery ought to produce
a corresponding fall in prices.

Bnt, Mr. Chairman, our opponents ars very ingeniousininventing
new excuses for the maintenance of the gold standard.

They have to admit that low ?ricau are & national calamity, be-
cause there is no other excuse for the policy of a protective tariff
except the desirability of promoting better prices. They are forced
by overwhelming evidence to admit that the present low prices are
not due either to overproduction or labor-saving machinery, but
chiefly to a contraction of the volume of primary money resulting
from a diminution of the r%hmtiw of paper money and the ado;ﬁion
of the gold standard by the principal commercial nations. e
dare not take a bold, manly stand, and declare that the gold stand-
ard is desirable for this country, becanse the latest national plat-
form of prideiples adopted by them at St. Louis condemns the gold
standar(?, and promises to restore bimetallism by an international
agreement.

Now, Mr. Chairman, we on this side of the Chamber have no objee-
tion whatever to international bimetallism, and believe that an
international agreement might be speedily secured if the Govern-
ment were under the control of an administration which really
wanted to secure such an agreement. I do not mean to imply that
all Republicans are insincere about this matter. On the contrary
1 believe there are many eminent men in the Republican Enrty who
sincerely deplore the existence of the gold standard and who are
honestly desirons of securing bimetallism in the way promised by
the St. Louis platform, but unfortunately the Republican party is
not, to-day, under the control of these men, but of men and infla-
ences which are just as much opposed to bimetallism by interna-
tional agreement as by independent action.

The evidences of this fact are now so overwhelming that it can
not longer be seriously disputed. So many sincere bimetallists have
abandoned the Republican party during the last two years that the
gold monometallists are now in complete control of its organization,
and will continue to conirol it until that party ceases to exist. [Ap-
plause on Democratic side.]

Not daring, however, to oienly espouse the gold standard and de-
nounce bimetallism, they take refuge behind the bare assertion that
this country must submit to the gold standard because we can not
restore bimetallism alone, and this brings us face to face with the
question involved in the final objection,

CAN TIIE UNITED STATES RESTORE BIMETALLISM BY INDEPENDENT ACTION?

This depends upon the capacity of this country to increase the de-
mand for silver and at the same time diminish the demand for gold.
Any nation in the world whose peoEv]a transact any business what-
ever with money can, to some extent, increase the demand for either
metal by adopting it as its money standard, and, to the same extent,

can diminish the demand for the other metal by rejecting it. Por-

tugal is now on the gold standard. If Portugal should abandon

d as money and adopt silver as her standard, can anyone doubt

at the demand for silver would be somewhat increased, and the

demand for gold somewhat diminished, and that, as a necessary

consequence, the price of silver, measured by gold, would advance
somewhat?

Any Republican who has any doubt whatever of the correctness
of this conclusion can remove it by consulting that great repository
of useful information, the Republican Campaign Text-Book ¥or 1896.
On pages 152 and 153 the proposition is stated as follows:

All buying and selling is simply barter. Money is sold for wheat as truly as
wheat is sold for money. The tive amount exchanged in the open market
daanﬂs on the law of supply and demand.

rold and silver are exchangeable products as truly as wheat and ecalico, smd
their relative valoe depends on the same law of supply and demand. Whatever
the supply, both are as valusless as sand where there is no demand.

The demand for gold and silver in the eivilized world is for use (1) in money
and (2) in arts and manofactures. The relative amount of these, as as can
be stated, are as follows:

Estimated amount of gold and silver in the world wsed in the artz and coinage dur-
ing the year 1896.

The arts. Colnage. Total.
Gold, coining VAle. «eueeereenennnnnenass , 768, 000 | $142, 234, 000
Silver, ColniNg YalNe. ----o-oxososeaerens 735,710,000 | "156, 90,000 | 226,000, 000
T e e R ey 100, 476, 000 I 828,524,000 | 429, 000, 000
The effect of closing the mints of India to silver and thereby dimin-

ishing the demand for silver is well stated in the Republican cam-
paign text-book for 1894 as follows:

The price of silver July 1, 1892, was 88 cents, the highest price attained duor-
ing the fiscal year. The closing price on June 20, 1803, was 066 centa—a difference
of 23 centa per ounce. The average &Erlco for the year was Bi} cents. Late in
Jumne, India closing her mints to the co of silver, the price declined from 383d.
to B0}d., which was equal to a decline of 8}d., or about ITP;anta. 4

dsThe fall of 17 cents per ounce in the price of silver oceurred in fonr
8’ time.

lgow, Mr. Chairman, as the foregoing extracts are from Republican
Bibles, I assume that no Republican will dispute the correctness
either of the facts or the conclusions. If India, by closing her mints
to silver, could so far diminish the demand as to cause a fall of 17
cents per ounce in fonr days, is it unreasonable to suppose that by
reopening them she could cause a corresponding advance in the price
of that metal? Isit unreasonable to suppose thattwo Indiascould
produce a ter effect than one?

But, Mr. Chairman, itisdemonstrable by thesimplest mathematiecal
calenlation that four Indias could have restored silver to the value
of $1.2929 per ounce at that time, or that five Indias can do if now,

Not long ago Sir Henry Hucks Gibbs, governor of the Bank of
England, was asked the direct question whether England could re-
store the parity between gold and silver by opening her mints fo
the equal coinage of the two metals, and he Tep ied without hesita-
tion, “ t commercial nation can do it.”

‘Why doesSir Henry say any great ‘‘ commercial "nation? Because,
Mr. Chairman, it is the commerce of a country which creates the de-
mand for money. China and India are great in ulation; Russia
is great in naval and military power, but none of themis great com-
mercially. None of them produnces or consumes any considerable
proportion of the world’s products, and eonsequently they transact
only an insignificant part of the world’s business. .

one of these nations is of sufficient commercial importance to be
included by Mr. Manlhall, even with Spain, in his catalogue of great
nations. Such nations do not and can not create a great demand
for money, Mr. Chairman, becanse they do not transact much busi-
ness with money, and it may be conceded for the p se of this
argument that none of them, nor even all of them combined; could
create a sufficient demand for silver to restore it to a parity with
gold by opening their mints freely to its coinage, though such ac-
tioxtl im their part would greatly lessen {he disparity between the
metals,

Either France, Germany, or England could, however, in the opin-
ion of this eminent English economist, restore the parity between
gold and silver by admitting them on equal terms to its mints. .

But where is the United States in this catalogue of great nations?
You, Mr. Speaker, in a burst of patriotic eloquence, have shown
that, measured by the production and consumption of manufactured
goods, we are equal to one-third of the civilized earth and are five
times as great as Great Britain, with all her vaunted and overval-
ued greatness. Manufactured ﬁoods, Mr. Chairman, include the steel
and iron, copper and lead, gold and silver, zine and tin, cotton and
wool, linen and leather of which they are made and the machinery
and fuel it takes to produce them.

In addition to this we have already shown that of the great sta-
ples, cotton, copper, steel, iron, and lead, we produce considerabl
more than one-half as much as all the rest of the world combi
But prodnction and consumption do not alone measure the volume
of a nation’s commerce, nor the demand which the people of that
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nation create for money. Where producer and consnmer are neigh-
bors their exchange ot‘y commodities can be effected with compara-
tivngi little money, and the money is in use only a short time.

feature of commerce is commonly referred to as the efficiency
of the money unit. But when, as in this country, producer and
consumer are thousands of miles apart the case is entirely different.
Before any exchange can take place the commodities must all be
reduced to a common denominator—money; and this money is in
use a considerable length of time; then freight and insurance must
be added. These elements %rently augment the volume of money
required by the people, and this increase is measured by the trans-
portation of a country.

This is where we shine, for does not the total tonnage of all the
railroads in the world outside this country, added to the total water
traffic of the earth, our own included, lack 60,000,000 of tons of
equaling the annual tonnage of our railroads alone?

When we consider the foregoing facts, does it not become apparent
that we are more than one-third of the commercial world and that
we create more than one-half as ﬁreat a demand for money as all
the balance of the world combined f

‘We have heretofore shown that five Indias could restore the parity
between gold and silver, but, commercially speaking, Spain is con-
siderably greater than India, England is more than five times as
great as Spain, and we are more than five times as great as England,
and still our opponents tell us that we must submit to a ruinous
finanecial policy until we can get the consent of some puny power on
the other side of the Atlantic Océan.

For shame! Why don’t they come out boldly and proclaim that
they are for the gold standard, first, last, and all the time, because
the{mndholders wantit? Why don’t they say, as the London Times
franklysays, ‘ We like things cheap; the cheaper the better”? Why
don’t they throw off the cowardly mask of hypocritical cant about
international agreement? They are just as much opposed to inter-
national bimetallism as they are to free coinage,

Take another view of the situation. Seventy-five per cent of all
the people of this earth to-day transact their business with silver,
and these 75 per cent do one-third of the world’s business, the other
two-thirds being done with gold. As there is twice as much busi-
ness done with gold as with silver, the demand for gold is twice as
great as the demand for silver, and its exchange value is therefore
twice as great; but if this country were to abandon the use of gold
and take direct to silver monometallism, wounld not two-thirds of
the world’s business be then done with silver and only one-third
with gold?

Wonld not the demand for silver be twice as great as the demand
for gold, and its exchan ﬁ value be twice as great as the exchange
value of gold? And if the United States could thus raise silver to
a premium of 100 per cent over gold is it not preposterous to talk
about our inability to restore it to a parity with the yellow metal?

But if there were the slightest room to doubt our ability to restore
silver to a par with gold by independent action, no candid man pre-
tends that there is any doubt about the ability of this country,
aided by France and the Latin Union, to do so, and our opponents
have long known that the aid of these countries could be secured
at any time by giving them a trifling advantage in our markets
through the medinm of discriminating tarifis. ;

Such action as this even you, Mr. Speaker, advocated in your
interview with the reporter of the London Fortnightly Review
only a short time ago. ~ It has been in the power of the Republican

arty to enact such legislation at any time since Congress assem-
E]ed. If there were even enough bimetallists in that party to foree
a bill to be reported to the House they could secure its passage by
the aid of the bimetallists on our side of the Chamber. ;

But Wall street is so completely in control of the Republican
party as to prevent even the consideration of any such legislation;
and yet that party unblushingly puts forth the miserable pretense
that it favors bimetallism wherever it can cateh votes by so doing,
while in districts strongly inoculated with the virus of gold mono-
metallism Republican leaders point with pride to the fact that the
Administration deliberately discredited the Wolcott commission, and
by the active interference of Secretary Gage made the success of
that commission impossible. . y

It is believed by many that President McKinley at heart dis-
approved this disgraceful act of his Secretary, but he has not dared
to openly disavow the treachery of Mr. Gage nor dismiss him from
his Cabinet.

But suppose that this country should pass a free-coinage law
and we found ourselves unable to restore or maintain the parity
between gold and silver at the present legal ratio by such law.
‘What would happen then? Our opponents say that gold would be
driven out of circulation here; that we wonld go to a silver
to silver monometallism—that all our gold would leave the coun-
try—and go to Europe, and that no one would use gold in the transac-
tion of his business here because there would be apremium on it.

This is the worst that could happen. Buf how would all this
affect us? We are, as heretofore shown, one-half of the gﬂl(LIlEing
commereial world, and if one-half the world snddenly abandone
the use of gold would not the demand for gold be greatly decreased
and its exchange value correspondingly diminished? Would not
gold be made moreabundant and easier to get in Europe, where our
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surplus produncts are soldf? And would not the gold price of these

surplus products greatly advance, and is not an advance in price

the verr thin% that the Republican party promises to promote by

protection? Is not every advance in price now hailed by the disci-
les of the ‘‘Advance Agent of Prosperity” as a glad omen, an in-
orsement of their political prescience, a demonstration of the

wisdom of the Dingley bill? Let us diminish the demand for gold,

ldi.iminiah the exchange value,and have better prices all along the
ne.

But they tell us this would be ‘“national dishonor;” that we are un-
der ‘““moral” obligation to pay in gold debts originally payable in
lawful money, goﬁi or silver. DBut we are certainly not under any
moral obligation to make it impossible for our people to get gold
with whicg to discharge their debts. Suppose we continue to pay
in gold. It will not take so much wheat, nor corn, nor cotton, nor
““the sweat of toiling slaves” to buy the gold.

The bond will not command so much of these things as it does
now, and that is the exact objection and the only objection the gold
monometallist has either to free coinage or international bimetal-
lism, and he is really opposed to the latter more than to the former
becanse he knows that international bimetallism at 154 to 1 (the
only international ratio possible) would reduce the purchasin
power of gold fully 50 per cent, while free coinage at 16 to 1 wou
not reduce it quite so mach (he pretends to believe not nearly so
much). His real objection was stated by the London Times, “We
like things cheap; the cheaper the better.”

Commerce, an influnential financial journal of London, in the lead-
ing editorial of June 10, 1896, speculated on the possible eflects
of the approaching elections in this country as follows:

Leaving the question of tariff for a t, let us ider what a bimetallist
America would mean for us. In the firat placeit will mean animmediate preminm
upon United States exporta. The effect of coining silver at the proposed ratio
would, in all probabilities, bring about a great ** "in manu?utnms of all
kinds. Wages would riseconsiderable, but the experience of other countries goes
to show that they wonld not rise in proportion to the advantages which exporters
Egn];;l] derive who sent their goods to a gold-using country, to wit, the United

ingdom.

The manufactarers of the States would not be gquite in the same position of
ters in India, but

vantage as the agriculturists of the Argentine, nor the e
they wonld have suficient leverage over the manufacturer here to turn the scale
in every trade where now there is a doubt which way the market trends. In
tin plates, many kinds of machinery, including some of the very heaviest, in
leather, and in many sundry manufactures where the British producer can with
difficulty hold his own, the eflect of the change would be decisive. Then this
licy is also a bribe to the farmer. American.dead meat (live eattle being pro-
ibited), wheat, and all farm produce snitable for exportation wounld come over in
greatly angmented quantities, for the difference in exchange wonld mean such an
addition of profit that an immense etimulus would be given all along the line.
As to silver mining, all that can be said is thers would be a great rush. The
dimensions of the movement wounld depend upon many things im ible to fore-
see. These anticipations of what has become possible are not—be 1t remembered—
based on mere theory. We know already too well what to expect from foreign
traders in a country where silver is the standard curreney. India, Japan, and
Argentina are all bearing witness to the insidions effects on British trade of con-
ditions similar to those now in perspective in the United States.

The writer affeets to believe that free coinage would not restore
silver to par with gold, but clearly shows how the very disparity, it
it should exist, would benefitus. A ‘““great boom™ in our manufac-
tures would, of conrse, injure Great Britain, but why shounld we
object? No Republican can claim that this would be immoral, for
does not he try to *‘ boom” them by a tariff against England?

It is time to shell these political guerrillas out of the woods, make
them come out into the open and boldly declare the policy they
secretly promote, viz, low prices and the gold standard. The
Repu'bf'ican party is to-day the only organized political exponentof
this vicious policy.

The history of the world shows that falling prices have alwal{s
been to industrial prosperity what a pestilence is to the public
health, Nothingever has been, nothing ever can be, so productive of
poverty, misery, and dispair to the producers of wealth as an appre-
ciating monetary standard. The people who prate the longest and
loudest about ““national honor” seem to think that the Government
is under no obligation of honor toward its producing classes, its
honest toilers. They may be robbed and plundered with impunity
and no obligation of honor is violated. Honesty is due only to him
who either by good fortune or overreaching has placed himself above
the necessity of toil.

What we need in this country is a little less cant and a little
more courage; & little less hypocrisy and a good deal more patri-
otic Americanism. Americans can, withont abandoning becoming
modesty, be proud and eloguent eulogists of their native land in-
stead of sniveling upologists for the fact that it is not entirely like
England. A nation which possesses a commercial and industrial
power five times greater than its greatest competitor ought to be the
clearing house of the world. It ought to set the pace for all other
nations, and would do so if a little of the blood of *76 were injected
into the social and political organism. Why don’t our statesmen
open their eyes to what the people of this country have done and
can do, instead of indulging in irrational prophesies as to what it
can not do?

We are in possession of the grandest natural empire upon which
the sun ever shown; an empire whose developed resources are the
wonder of the world, and to the possibilities of whose undeveloped
resources imagination dare not set a limit; a domain extending from
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ocean to ocean and almost across two zones, giving our people the
most magnificent commercial advantages, and almost every variety
of soil and climate; broad plains and sunlit valleys, whose fertility
is bursting the granary and the wine press; gigantic mountain
ranges whose ribs of adamant hide untold stores of coal and iron,
copper and lead, gold and silver, and the majesty of whose forests
wealth is proclaimed in every port where commeree rears a mast.

For more than thirty years this glorious empire of sea and land has
been possessed in absolute peace and iranquillity by the most intel-
ligent, industrious, progressive, and enterprising people on the face
of the earth, and yet to-day they are poor. Most of them are griev-
ously oppressed by debt. Millions of them are to-day hungry, cold,
and wreteched. Why is thisso, Mr. Chairman? Something mustbe
wWrong.

‘We have seen that they once prospered and got out of debt even
while bearing the burdens of an awful war, to the maintenance of
which they freely gave their wealth and the flower of their youth
and manhood. Why have they become poor daring a geriod 0 &ro-
found peace, when every consideration of reason wonld suggest that
they sEuuld be increasing their wealth instead of their debts?

Let them once awaken to their strength, burst the fetters now
erippling every limb of industry, and they may again be free. Let
them once become aroused to their own power and greatness, and
there will be no more senseless twaddle about ““leading commercial
nations.” There could beno more fitting opportunity for the Eeople
of this conntry to nutter a new declaration o inﬂegendenca than on
this day, the anniversary of the birth of Washington, freedom’s
foremost champion. I am notan admirer of the offensive braggart
who, in season and out of season, boasts of this “ great and glorious
country,” but every patriotic American should hold in utter con-
tempt the sniveling cynic who devotes histime to explaining that we
can not have a wholesome financial policy unless we get somebody’s
consent. I say, Mr. Chairman, with these advantages, with these

owers, we can say to Europe the people of the United States will
ead and you must follow. %Loud applause on the Democratic side. ]

APPENDIX.

The following appendix contains extracts from the final report of
the royal commission alipointed by Parliament in 1893 to inquire
into the causes of agricultural depression in Great Britain,

This commission, originally consisting of seventeen members,
selected from among the most eminent statesmen and political econ-
omists of Great Britain, was in session one hundred and seventy-
seven days, inquiring laboriously into the condition of agriculture,
not alone in Great Britain, but elsewhere.

The extract immediately fo]lowinog is the closing portion of the
final report, which was signed by 10 ouf of the 14 members of the
commission who acted, 3 appearing to have taken no part in the
proceedings. _

The second extract is from the memorandum of Sir Robert Giffin,
who is esteemed by political economists the world over as the ablest
champion of gold monometallism.

The third is from the memorandum of Sir R. Lacey Everetf, an
eloguent champion of bimetallism, Whatever may be the merits or
demerits of the remarks which I have had the honor to submit to
the Honse, no American citizen who desires to acquire accurate
information concerning the depression in agriculture can afford to
dismiss the matter contained in this appendix without careful
study:

[Page 163, Royal Commission on Agriculture.]

(23) From all the remaining conntries which we have referred fo, with the ex-

ception of the Argentine Republic and Indis, comes reports to a similar effect.

of them complain in a greater or less degree of cultural depression, which

in each case is attributed to precisely the same cause, viz, the fall in the price of
agricultural produce.

(24) From India, however, no such complaints are heard. On the contrary, in
reply to the mquln;%es wo have addressed to the Government of India, we receive
the following information:

“In India as a whole, apart from tho present famine, the condition of agricul-
ture during the last ten years has been ﬂouriahinf. The breadth of land under
cultivation has extended; the number of stock is larger; the rental and revenue
from land have grown; the exports of agricnltural produce has advanced.”

In anawer to E:question, “Why is India exempt from the agricultural depres-
sion which has been so general in other countries, and what is the reason which
accounts forit?" we are told, '* The pricesof agric qu.uralSrod uce have not fallen."
It is also stated that the great extension of railways partly accounts for the pros-
perity during the last ten or fifteen years. ’

The explanation which is offered for the steadiness of agricultural prices in
India, as compared with the heavy fall which has oeccurred in England,is as
follows:

“ The maintenance of silver currency in India may have been an important
factor in steadying prices, and so contributing to agricultural prosperity in India.
If there had Deen a gold standard of money in India prices of produce might
have fallen, in sympathy with Eolll ces in England.”

Tt is also pointed out that while India, if freights were low, would be likely to
send wheat ?gEngland, if Isricea ruled generally in London as high as 28 ahi ag
a quarter, India wheat could hardly have come to Europe at the &ﬂm of 1803-1
but for the low freights and the exchange value of the rupee being so far below
the odd par of ten rupees to the pound sterling. )

The fgﬁnwin statement as to the flourishing condition of Indian cul-
iure are supported by statistics and by tables s owinig the course of pi in
India during the last thirty years, which are published in the appendix.

In theso statistios are given the results of recent valuations of rental of lower
Bengal for the puriposo of local rating (Road Cess. Aet). They show an increase
of rental between 1873 and 1895 of 19 per cent in the twenty-two years.

ntina the information which we have received is of a simi.

found in the report pre by Mr. Arthur Peel, second
secretary of the legation at Buenos Ayres, on ** The agricultural and pastoral in-
dustries of Argentina,' dated May 14, 1895, in the report of Consul Bridget from
Buenos Ayres, dated November 24, 1896, and in the evidence of Mr. Seth Taylor,
Mr, Harris, and Mr. de R. Brett, as well as in that of other witnesses.

From Mr. Peel's report it m that Argentina alone, among the countries
referred to, is free from tﬁn depression as underatood in the United King-
dom. Her capacity for the production of cereals and the area of land suited to
this branch o industri agpem' to be
adduaced by Mr. Peel, she does not s
from the fall in prices.

1t is stated in his report that the farmer in the Argentine Republic can grow
wheat at a profit and sell it in London at 20 shillings a quarter, and thntir:is
enabled to do this by the high premium on gold. In fact, the higher the preminm
on gold the lower the price that he can afford to take, an advantage which makes
him more or less independent of the market, and enables him to undersell his
rivals in all parts of the world.

(26) These views as to the effect of gold preminm are strikinglg confirmed by
Mr. Taylor and Mr. Harris, both of whom are gentlemen of the widest experience
in the corn trade of the world, and by Mr. de R. Brett.

(30) With this evidence before us, it appears to us that the information that we
have received from the Argentine Republic is of crucial importance to the British
farmer. We bave dwelt upon it at some length, because, if it is to be relied upon
and we see no cause to doubt it, it points to that Republic as probably the mos
dangerous competitor to the farmer of this country in the future. Her capacity
for boundless production on the one hand, coupled with the fact upon the other
that the prices at which she can export at a profit are regulated not by the
market, as with us, but by a higher or lower premium on gold in the Re}mhllu,
appear to us to be factors of most formidable import in the future of foreign
competition to British agriculture. ;

(31) In view of the forelgoing information, and taking Germany and France as
typical of the most highly protected countries, it must be admitted that the
results which are disclosed in these reports are not encouraging to the advocates
of a policy of protection.

Whether and how far the te?ﬂmlmm of those countries has been aided, and
depression has been miﬂfn , by the imposition of these duties we have no
means of forming an opinion.

But it is impossible to study the admirable reports we have received without
coming to the conclusion that in their case, at all events, protection bas not
afforded them socurity against severe agricnltoral depression.

(33 From these reports it is abun tlgoolm. whatever may have been the
case at home, that, with the exception of South America and the chief
producing countries of the world have been suffering, like ourselves, agri-

and in the Australasian col-

cultural depression.

(34) It appears to be more or less general in Euro
onies, and to be specially severe in parts of the United States of America, where
the condition of the farmer is stated to be as bad or even worse than it is in the
United Kingdom, and from each and all of them comes the same complaint, viz,
of a fall in prices, which has been for the most part continuons and progressive
over a long gerlod of years. .

(35) For this complaint, so wideag)md. 80 8, and so prolonged, it seems
to us, proceeding as it does from both protected countries and countries which
adopt free trade alike, that, apart from foreign competition, there must be some
other and some general canse which is common to them all; and such a cause, it is
suggested by many of the witnesses, may be found in thajf'ent monetary changes
which were made in certain countries in Europe and in tho United States of
America in 1873 and 1874.
th'tl?t'; Prior to t&h?t pfrlm}. although free trade htaai;ﬁll)eeil; enta'l;lish;i;] for ‘xlmu'l

irty years, and foreign imports been cons creasing, 8
calture had enjoyed for many years a period of un, ‘nlleyd prosperitgr. mﬂﬁ!ﬂuﬁr i
it may be said, in 1874; and it certainly is a sing coincidence that from the
moment when these changes began to take effect agricultore in this country, with
no other special change in her condition, should b the subject of severe and
prolonged depreasion. - :

It is even more remarkable, m’ﬁrhaps. that among all the different countries
whose conditions we have examined, the only two who have not suffered from
depresaion, due to a fall in and of whom it can be said that their agricul-
tural condition is flourishing, are countries either with a silver or a paper cur-
rency, like India and the Argentine Republic.

(37) The natore of these mone changes and the mode in which they are
alleged to have affected agriculture have been placed before us by several wit-
nesses whom we have examined, and the evidence we Lave received shows that
pn]tﬁlioénwmt has been aronsed and is spreading in agricultural circles on this
subjec 3

(38) We were much impressed by the clearness and ability with which our col-
leagues, Mr. Everett, Professor Foxwell, and others, explained to us their views
upon * the monetarﬁ;];:utlon." and it will be conveuient, we think, to summar-
ize the évidence on int as briefly as we can.

(39) The i the witn has been generally as follows:

Prior to 1873 the mints of the United States of America, of France, and the
countries belonging to the Latin Union in Europe, viz, Switzerland, Italy, Bel-
Eum. and Greece, were open to the nnlimited coin. of silver as well as gold—

at is to aag. if either silver or gold were bronght by anyone to any of these
mints, and the metal answered the required test, they were bom:deéyllw to
return it to the bearer coined into full legal-tender money at the fixed rate or
price per ounce.

Gold, ronghly sgenking, was to be coined at the rate or price of £3 17s. 0d. per
ounce; silver at the rate of 5 shillings er ounce, making the ratio between ma
metals 154 to 1; and all this mass of metal, coined, silver as well as gold, became
at once, by law, available for the disc] e of debt to an unlimited amount; and
it was in this way that the volume of -tender money in the world was steadily
increased year after year, by silver as well as ‘h{ gold.

(40) These were the main provisions of the bimetallic law which the witnesses
allege had the following results:

(@) It gave to silver, as far as the law was concerned, a ition of equali
with gold; and the law created an unlimited demand for silver precisely as it
a value, thus conferred upon it by law,

now creates an unlimited demand for gold.

(b) All the silver in the world
as “‘potential money " equally with gold wherever it could be found.

(¢) Except within very narrow limits, the relative value of the metals never
varied, but remained practically steady for a vast number of years prior to 1
no one sing silver being willin part with it for a lower price than co
be obtained from any of the mints, which were bound by law to take it.

(d) Although the law itself was limited to the countries referred to, the opera-
tion of the law was universal, and the business and the commerce of this
conntry and the world was conducted nnder its influence and full effect.

(41) That was the position as regards the me rior to 1873. But in that
Kea.r and in 1874 the position was entire‘.li changed by the of measures

ostile to silver in the United States and the European countries, which effec
, probably the most remarkable monetary revolution t

(25) Again, from
larchn.racggr. It will

ractically unlimited, and, for the reasons
er in the same degree as other countries

us the witnesses
the world has seen.




1898. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE.

2051

The change began by the attempt of Germiany, who up till then had had o sil-
ver standard, to convert it into a gold one.

{42) Following upon the action of Germany, the mints of the other countries
we have named were closed to the free coinage of silver in 1878 and 1874. Silver
was thus deposed from the position which up till then it had oceapied in con-
y:r.:ot!on with sold. It was deprived of the right of free coinage, which was

t limited and then discontinued altogether, and the bimetallic system ceased
to exist.

1&3] Two results of the first im})ortanco to agriculture, it is pointed out, have
followed upon this monetary revolation:

(a) The appreciation of gold.

(b) A wide divergence in the old relative value of the metals.

The first result hias been explained as follows: Gold and silver combined, both
of them being used as standard money up till 1873, were the ' measure of value"
until that date. Since 1873 that function has devolved on gold alone.

‘*The measure of value'’ being thus contracted, the prices of all thiu%;measnred
by it have contracted also, and prices therefore generally (measured in gold) are
uponalower level than they were. In other words, the purchasing power of gold
has increased, which means the appreciation of that metal.

{44) The second result has followed natarally upon the first, because, gold hav-
ing appreciated while silver has remamed Emﬁully constant, the necessary con-
sequence has been a divergence between the old relative value of the metals, It
ia alleged that silver has remained constant because in countries with a silver
standard, like India before the closing of her mints, there has becn little or no
change in the prices of commodities—i. o., the purchasing power of silver had prac-
tically remained the same. =

(45) This divergence in the old relative value of tho metals has steadily widened
since then, until the ratio between gold and silver to-day is somewhat like 30 to 1,
instead of 154 to 1, which it used to be before.

It is this divergence, the witnesses maintain, which explains the fact that the

roducer in silver-using conntries is able to send wheat to England at a profit, at
?o shillings a quarter, or even less. i -
{é?)] The mode in which it operates was explained to us by the following illus-
n:

Snppoain§ that a sovereign will exchange for 20 rupees, where formerly it
exchanged for 10, because the rupee has fallen from 2 shillings to 1 shilling;
it follows that, although the gold price of wheat may have fallen very largely, qui
possibly from 40 shillings a quarter to £1, the Indian grower selling at that price
will still be getting 20 rupees a quarter for his wheat. .

1f silver prices bave remained the same in India, his 20 rnpees will purchase
for him as much and are worth to him as much as they were before, and he is thus
gnabled to take a gold price for his wheat, which means disaster to the English
farmer, but which makes no change in his position.

(47) 'The same argument, it is urged, holds good with regard to wheat from
Argentina, with this difference—that the currency in Argentina is paper Instead
of silver, neither of which have been subjected to appreciation like gold; and it
is mPhatiully affirmed by the witnesses that it is in reality by this “ currency
canse’ that the market price of wheat is being artificially depressed in countries
with a gold standard like England.

(48) It was also pointed out with reference erally to countries such as Ar-
gentina with a paper currency that the reestablishment of silver would tend, in
any case, to reduce the preminm on gold, and that the substitution of silver for
paper as the basis of their currency was one of the advantages which might be
expected from the restoration of a practically stable ratio between gold and silver.

(49) The eral effect of the evidence on this point may be summarized, we
think, as follows:

Aﬁricnlaum has suffered and is suffering severely from both of two results
which have followed on the monetary changes which have been referred to.

First. From the general fall in prices, which is expressed in the term ‘‘appre-
ciation of gold;" and,

. Becond. From the divergence in the value of the metals, which gives an artifi-
cial advantage to producers in silver-using couniries.

(50) Further confirmation of the views which we have cited with regard to the
effect of monetary legislation upon prices will be found in the interesting series
of historical facts which were given in evidence by our colleague, Mr. Everett.
They relate to a number of different periods prior to 1873, during which great
changes occurred in the prices of commodities.

The changes he showed were accompanied by agricultural de n or pros-
perity, according to the rise or fall in prices, and he traced them in each case very
clearly to monetary caunses.
m‘ﬂm eviag'?;co on this peint is included in the minutes of evidence, questions

1o 1 .

It embodies a eoncise and most interesting review of the position of the nEri—
cultural interests in_Great Britain during the present century, and although it
can hardly be guoted in full within the limits of a report, it will, in our opinion,
well repay pernsal, and deserves most careful eonsideration.

Mr. Evamtt'a evidence on this point, we may add, is supported by the testi-
mony of Sir John Bennett Lawes, who told us that the return to gold payment in
1820]:21. by causing a great fall in prices, *'had an immense effect on agriculture
at the time.

(51) Again, our attention has been called to the report of the royal commission
upon the depression in trade and industry, published in 1886, of which the late
L e T Ao e ehhy ropott slghud by Binth Tidestelgh and 37

n paragrap! n the final majority sign A esleigh an
ont of the 23 commissioners, the following expression of oplnion with regard to
the effect of the appresiation of the standard of value was pointed out to us:

“TWe desire to give it a leading place in the enumeration of the influences
which have tended to produce the present depression.”

So strongly were they imp: with the importance of this question to the
interesats og trade and agriculture that they recommended its more complete
investigation by a body of experts, and the royal commission upon gold and silver
was appointed for that purpose.

(52) In the report of that commission, published in 1888, to which our attention
has also been directed, they came to conclusions of the first importance bearing
upoun this question, They unanimously agreed—

1. That the maintenance of the ratio between the metals, which was practicall
stu'lga for many years prior to 1873, was due to the operation of the bime
system;

2. That the t divergence in the relative value of the metals which has
ocearred since lgllan must be traced to legislation and the closing of the mints; and

3. That the maintenance of a ratio, which experience has shown to ba&o&ajble
in the past, would, under the necessary conditions, be practicable in the future,

(53) The views were embodied in the following paragraphs: 192 and 198, final
report, Part I, nm‘ieﬁaruimgh 107 of the same report, Part IL.

't Now, undoubtedly the date which forms the dividing link between an epoch
of approximate affinity in the relative value of gold and silver and one of marked
inatability is the year when the bimetallic system ceased to be in full o tion;
and we are irresistibly lead to the conclusion that the operation of that system
exerted a material influence upon the relative value of the two metals.

“'So long as that system was in force wethink thatnotwithstanding the changea
in the production and use of the precions metals, it kept the market price of silver
aporoximately steady at the ratio fixed by law between them, vis. to L.

“The action of the Latin Union in 1873 broke the link between silver and gold,
which had kept the price of the former, as measured by the latter, constant at the
above legal ratio; and when this link was broken, the silver market was open to
the influence of all the factors which go to effect the price of a commodity.

“We think that in any condition fairly to be contemplated in the future, so far
as we can forecast them from the experience of the past, a stable ratio might be
maintained if the nations we bave alluded to were to accept and strictly adfal‘e to
bimetallism at the suggested ratio.

““We think that if in all these conntries gold and silver could be frecly coined
and thas I exchangeable against dities at the fixed ratio, the market
value of silver as measured by gold would conform to that ratio and not vary to
any material extent.”

(54) These paragraphs were alg]'l):::ib)' all the twelve commissioners; but two

of them, while admitting in a su uent memorandum that the ratio adopted
might be maintained for a considerable time, expressed their doubt whether any
given ratio could be permanently maintained.

(35) So far we have dealt with the evidence which points to monetary changes
as a prominent canse of agricultural depression; but we have also examined wit-
nesses who differ from that view, the chief of whom have been Lord Farrer and
our colleague. Sir Robert Giffen.

(.';ti) Lord Farrer was vehement in his repudiation of the views which had been
urged by the bimetallic witneases, and the evidence he gave in reply to their con-
tentions may be su as follows:

He began by disputing the allegation that gold had appreciated, objected to the
term, and affirming that ** it was nonsense to talk of a general appreciation of
gold" when many things (including labor) which are measured in gold have risen
and not fallen; and he eited in support of his views Prof. Erwin Nasse, Profeasor
Falkner, and Mr. Carroll Wright, official statisticians of the United States of
America, and the report of the committee of the Senate of the United States on
wholesale prices, dated March 3, 1893.

(57) This argument, however, in om'judﬁmcnt, is refuted by the evidence, both
of Sir Robert Giffen and Professor Foxwell.

(58) Lord Farrer denied that agriculture was suffering from causes connected
with the gold standard. He differed from the view that the English producer 13
injuriously affected by the divergence in the relative valuoe of the metals, and he
further maintained that prices generally had not been affected by either of theae
two canses.

He asserted that bimetallism was impracticable, and that the ratio between the
metals could not be maintained.

(50) Lord Farrer was also responsible for the following statement: g) That
the abandonment of the gold standard would be a eruel and wicked robbery of
labor, and (2) that it was little less than wicked to attempt to persnade poor
farmera that they would be better off by giving them more counters, by which we
understand him to mean an increase in the supgly of money.

(60) We were unable to follow very clearly the reasoning by which these latter
conclusions, which ap to us to be conflicting, were su .

If prices were not affected, as the witness has mtand.eg. by any change in the
standanl or in mone{ we do not understand why a reversal of these changes now
should inflict any ro \)ery, “crnel” or otherwise, on labor.

If, on the other hand, such a policy would tend toward a rize in prices, we do
not perceive the wickedness of attempting to persuade the farmer that he would
benefit thereby.

(61) With regard to the remaining allegations of the witness, which we have
enumerated, the effect of his evid was inished the fact that many
these contentions were more or less in conflict, as it seemed to us, with the
of a number of different statements contained in various pha of the fiftal
report of the gold and silver commission, to which the witness had attached his
name as & member of that body, and some of which we have already quoted.

(62) The evidence which we received from Sir Robert Giffen was in some

material respects entiml{‘ posed to that of Lord Farrer. Snlonq as 1872
he told us that he had an tc{pmdaﬁnu-al fall in prices, and had ndicated his
opinion in his writings at that time that a fall was approaching, and, as.a mat-
ter of fact, it ocecu: very shortly after 18T3—a fall, we may olfurvs. which has
greatly occupied the public mind since then, as well as the mind of this commis-
sion. He was, we believe, among the first of the students of this question to call
attention to the fact that the fall which then be was to be accounted for to
some extent by a relative contraction of the stan of value, as compared with
the xﬂml Jjust before 1873.

(59) Again, we find in 1882, from the evidence of the Duke of Richmond's com-
mission upon depression in ulture, which we have had before us, although
the subject ap tohave en y escaped the observation of the commissioners
at that time, that the same witness directed the attention of that commission to
the fact that the fall in prices, which was still pmeu!in%, was to be accounted for
by the same cause, viz, *‘the scarcity of gold, which had been felt for the last ten
yainrs or so—ever since the German Government began to take steps to have a gold
coinage.

(60) In the interesting evidence which he has given to this commission very
similar opiniona are expressed.

A gricnltural depression, by general admission, being mainly caused by the fall
indp ces of agricultural produce, the average fall in agricnltural prices, as in the
pricea of other commodities, is attributed by the witness chiefly to the contrac-
tion of money—in this case of dgold—that contraction being due, in his opinion,
to an increased demand for gold, which again is ascribed by the witness partly to
the cha%ga from & silver to a gold standard by Germ.anxy in 1873.

(61) to this point there ap to be but littls, if any, difference of opinion
between the views of Professor Foxwell and Sir Robert Giffen.

Sir Robert Giffen, however, differing in this from Professor Foxwell, expressed
the view that owing to the t increase of gold production in the Transvaal
and elsewhere a period of ris ‘ng prices might not be far off. He wua also of the
opinion that the appreciation of gold was not chiefly due to legislation, and upon
other important queations arisinﬁ in the evidence upon this suhject he was op-
posed to the views of Professor Foxwell.

He denied that the ﬁropnnah 1Emt forward by the bimetallic witnesaes wera
practicable, and even if practicable he affirmed they would be inexpedient and
undesirable. He held that there was no experience to show that governments
could regulate the price at which the two commodities, gold and silver, would
exchange with each other, and that even if legislation was carried for that pur-
pose there was no assurance that peopls or communities would abide by it.

(62) We also understood him to dispute the view that the stability of the ratio
prior to 1873 was due, as alleged in the unanimous report of the gold and silver
commission, to the operation of the bimetallic law, or that a ratio conld be main-
tained by legislation in the future, and he was strongly of O.Einion that nothin
which has happened in the fall of prices pointed to the necessity or expediency o!
any change in our standard money.

(63) In the foregoing paragraphs we have tried to ize the evid npon
both sides of the question, whether and how far agricultural depression is to be
;acri;?d to monetary causes, and we now proceed to state the opinions we have
ormed.

{64) But in doing this we must observe that, in our jndgment, thisisa %l’:lestion
for investigation by a body of experts rather than by this commission. e shall
not attempt to formulate, nor do we think it any part of our duty to suggest any
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lan or definito proposals with regard to it, and the opinions we ress are sub-
g:ltt.od with heegming diffidence on a ltiglhy emtruvul::nhl and e:fmppllmd sub-

(65) But after considering the whole of the evidence which has been adduced
on hoth sides of the question, we are unable to resist the followin, usions:
If it be troe that an increase of money raises prices, and a

them—and we are not aware that anyone disputes that pn;sm.l

seems to us that prices must to some extent have been affected by the changes
which resulted in the closing of the mints to silver, and thata pdvmn-ﬁwie

has been established in nr;;purt of that contentiom.

Neither do we think that the views which have beenur, ug:m us with regard
to the effect of the diver of the metals in the case of articles like wheat, for
instance, wh}‘dll! are “'iedngeadbew“f;; old and nijt:er using eountﬂea.%nh&
been successfully disputed; and npon these points we are supported
Te by the pant pini g’fothe bers of the and silver commis-
gion, who expressly refer to the disadvantage under which the English grower
of wheat for the time is placed, as compared with the Indian producer.

(66) We conenr in this opinion.

We believe that the producer in the silver country does enjoy an advantage
over his competitor in England. That he is enabled, hiy the in the exchange,
to take a lower price for wheat withont detriment to himself than his competitor
in England; and that pending a adjustment of prices, which has not yet
occurred and which may be still remote, that advantage must continue.

(67) We also think that the price of wheat in England is being, and has been for
several years in oonueguem artificially domeg; and all that we have said on
this point applies wit e&m force to coun with a currency of paper which
has not been the subject of appreciation like gold.

(69) If the evidence on these points is of any weight at all, and it seems to us
that it is impossible wo ignore it altogether, it would robubl};; to some extent, ac-
count for the abnormal fall in the price of wheat w! we have seen in recent

ears with such disastrous consequences to onrselves and to many other countries
n the world; and we regard it as a matter of grave importance to the future of
the cultural interest which calls for serious attention.

(70) Thronghout the course of this inquiry it has been made abundantly clear
to us, first, that the gravity of the agricultural situation over wide districts in
man s of England can scarcely be overrated, and. second, that the canse
whic%n es at the very root of the trouble is the heavy, and for the most partin the
i gsive, fall in the prices which we have witnessed now for many years.

(71) It istroe that there has recently been a tendency to a rise, especially in the
case of wheat, regard to which the advanee was sudden, rapid, and ider.

ﬁaﬁu of which we humbly submit for Your Majesty's most gracious considera-

HENRY CHAPLIN. €. N. DALTON.
WALTER H. LONG. ROBERT LACEY EVERETT.
R. NIGEL ¥. KINGSCOTE. JOHY GILMOUR.
CHARLES ISAAC ELTON. WILLIAM C. LITTLE.
OWEN THOMAS. CHARLES WHITEHEAD.
JUNE 25, 1897.
[Memorandum by Sir Robert Giffen, page 173.]

Having given evidence myself before the commission regarding the fall of prices
in the last quarter of a century, and s?ln.at bimetallism as a remedy for agrical-
tural depression arising from that fall, I have no desire Lo comment fn this repor
on the evidence given by other witnesses on the same subject, and I believe .
is no occasion to do so. It may be of some use, however, sceing that the com-
mission as a body has not dealt with these matters, if I make a short statoment of
my views as to the present ition of the di i them.

First. Itisa t misfortune, I consider, that some mon , 48 ap
in the course of the evidence before this commission, have refused, and still re-

fuse, to recognize the general fall of prices in the last quarter of a century as
being, in economic langnage, an appreciation of gold and as being explainelz by
the contraction (as comP.md with a proviens period of expansion) which com-
menced about the &eg.r 873. Tho facts are all ond dispute, and if lan

is only used with ordinary meaning, as emplo{ed by economists like Adam
Smith and Jevons and many others who have ussed historie changes of
prices, no one would say for a moment that there has not been an appreciation of
ﬁuld in the last twenty-five years, and that this does not n y invelve,

ealing with the matter historically, a contraction of gold.

The second observation I have to make ison the difference in the rates at which
the decline of prices since 1873 has g:o.grmed at differeut dates. The decline
was at a mnch greater rate in the nning of the period than it has been in
recent years. iis fact is referred to in the above report, but important conclu-
:linna“am to be drawn from it, and I believe, therefore, it is important to empha-

zo it.

If we take Mr. SBauerbeck's index number, which is perhaps the most conven-
ient for snch discossions, we find that if we divide the period sinee 1873, after
t‘:‘ll;l-ifh the full of prices took place, into five-year intervals, wo get the following

Index number at beginning and end of following periods.

able, and we greatly fear that in the main it must be traced to the loss through

drouth of the entire wheat erop over vast areas in India, and to the coincidence

:; 'll:ml‘:lmw than usual in some of the cther great wheat-producing countries
the world.

And when it is remembered that India, with the exception of Russia and the
United Stales of America, was nntil quite recently the {nrguﬁ wheat-e ng
country in the world, and is now imlporti‘ng that comm or her own m%ulre-
ments, it is not difficult to t for the considerable rise which so suddenly
and rapidly occurred.

Put in all the information which we have before us we are unable to find any-

Fall.
Period. Begin-| Ena.

- Amount. | Per cent.
18T3-187B. .cciiciccrvonsearmarsnansnarncansses 111 87 24 21§
1B78-1883. . 87 82 5 6
1883-1888. . 82 70 12 143
1888-1B93. . ccsrurinrensannansasnenan - 70 68 2 3
1893-1B07 (fOUT FOATR) - uvvneranmnennnesennns 68 62 6 9

thing which points to the conclusion that the recent rise in g:lm will be perma-
nent in character, and in the case of wheat it has already been ded by a
considerable fall

() Nnh'ith.stlndinﬁhe view which we have taken with r to prices, we
are aware; of course, t the localities exceptionally favored by reason of situ.
ation of elimate or soil—where the land is of superior quality, or where, for
instance, a large part of the farm consists of grass and the labor bill is small, or,
again, whero it is specially suited to dairy farming or to market gardening, with
eonvenient access to a market—farming in such cases may still be conducted at a
profit. It is likewise true that for the best and most desirable holdings in the
more favored localities there is, and probably always will be, a demand. But these
are, ughappily, the exceptions and not the rule.

(78) On tga other hand, it is our duty to state as ﬁhinly and emphatically as we
can that in those vast districts—in eastern, the southern, und some of the
midland and northern counties, to which we have referred at length in the earlier
part of our report, and where depression has been the greatest—a recurrence of
tho prices which prevailed nuntil the antumn of last year, and, still more, any fur-
ther fall, would assuredly result in a condition of general ruin and disaster which
we can not contemplate without dismay.

(74) If wo are right in these impressions, it becomes a question of supreme
importance to and ascertain by what means and from what guarters it is
possible that relief can be obtained. ;

(73) We have idered the question of protection, but for the reasons we have
given we confess we are not mqﬂne of remedy in that n.

(76) We have alsomade a of 1 dations upon a variety of mat-
ters, which have been summarized in the report that we have signed, allof which
appear to us to be good and desirable in themselves, but it is not contended that

ey affect the question of depression, which has been due to a collapse in prices.

(77) There only remains, so far as we can judge, the question whether, and
how far, relief is possible by a reversal of the monetary policy, to which so many
of our witnesses attribute the disaster which has fallen upon agriculture. Buta
change in this direction could only be accomplished by an international arrange-
ment.

(78) What should be the terms of the arrangement, and to what extent this
eountry should en in it, either direetly or by her Indian poss it is not
for us to say. Inwltia a question which involves such grave considerations
and affects so m and such diverse interests that we hesitate to pronounce an
opinion upen it. But we are uaded that it is a sabject of the gravest inter-

est to the Aﬁ'rlcultural future of this country.
e do dard should be abandoned in this

(79) W not: snggest that the gold s
country, but we think that if a conference of the powers was assembled, and that
their deliberations resulied in an international arrang £ 1 them:l‘i:ming of
the mints abroad and in India,and the restoration of silver, eilher wholly or par-
tially, to the position which it filled prior to 1873, it would be of the greateat bene-
fit to the industry of agriculture. A

(80) With the object, therefore, of promoting such a conference, we think that
Your Majesty's Government should heartily cooperate with f powers and
thereby give eifect to the unanimous resolution of the House of Commons on the
26th day of February, 1895, which we desire to indorse.

(81) We think that if an international arrangement for the purpeses which we
have apecified was arrived at, the long-continued fall in prices, which is the ad;
mitted source of agrienltural trouble, would be checked, and that if there shonl

Thus the extent of the fall has been much less lately than it was at the begin-
ning of the period, and althongh the fall is still material, cspecially as we rec
by percentages which take into account the smaller prices from which the decline
lately has been reckoned, it is obvions also that we are no longer in the presence of
the catastrophic ehanges which marked the beginning of the period. There is a
laxation in the decline, and there have at times beenamamnm of a new start
jons, L.

\I%Wﬂ wmmeuc'm];. Apart from other lanati is in accordance with

what theory wonld have led us to a:pcct.“x eneral change of conditions, such

as occu about 1873, tends to bring about adjustments at once; there is achange
b t mowv

of level, and then the q ts are less violent.

[Memorandum 'Il:f Mr. B. Lacey Everett on (I) Paat agricultaral depression, and
(1LI) The cause of the great fall in prices, page 190.]

L—PAST AGRICULTURAL DEPRESSION.

The present de on in agriculture, unhappily, is not without a precedent.
Inan earlier par?:?lti.ha century a depression m similar to the pr%:ent was
experienced. It sef in soon 1819 and continuned until 1838. Abundant mate-

exist to enable us to judge of its severity and canse. The agricultnralliter-
ature of that period, periodical and other, is full of references to it. Cobbett, in
his Rural Rides, gives graphic pictures of it. The sabject was continnally com-
ing up in debates in Parliament throngh those years.
e House of Commons a ted committees to inquire into if, the first of
i

which sat in 1820, 1821, and the second in 1833, and the n 1836. The
House of Lords a ted a committee, too, for the purpose in 1837. The last
two committees

not, that I can find, rel?ort. The first two did; and in their
reports, and in the volumes of evidence which all four committees published, &
wealth of matter is available to the researches of the student of the agricultural
his of those times. Many of us, also, too, have heard old men of past genera-
tions be their remembrances of them. Farmersin umbers
into bankruptey. (Alison, the historian, saya half did.) rms, even good farmas,
went begging for tenants. Laborers in thousands were out of employment, w
went down to starvation point both in villa, and towns, for town indus
were as de] as agriculture; and machine breaking, incendiary fires,
general increase of erime bore witnesa to the depth of the misery of the people.
“The farmer bankrupt, the landlords in the way to be expatriated, many of
them gone, the laborer without employment, the shopkeepers without custom,”
such is the picture drawn by E. 8. Cayley, a well-known Yorkshire member of
Parliament, and a high agricnltural anthority, in a speech in the House of Com-
mons on June 1, 1835, Some study of the records of those times will well ropay
those who can find time to turn to them now when again severe depression
overtaken agricultnre.
It will be found in such a study that there was a general a ent at the
time as to the cause of the depression. Then, a8 now, it was dne to a great fall in
rices. The {n’lee of wheat, for instance, during the firat twenty years of the cen-
(1800 to 1819, fncluaive&nvm 88 shillings a quarter, but during the next
five years only 57s. 2d., and in 1822 it fell to 7d.,and in 1835 to 89s. 4d. It
was this enormous change in price levels which caused the trouble. On this all
witnesses and authorities will be found to ati:m
There is a widespread impreassion to-day that a general fall in prices is a great
blessi ially to the poorer classes. It is worthy of note that during the

be m!‘;lfl“mm movement in the course of prices they would tend to rise rather

than ¥
(82) We make this recommendation, after a prolon and eareful consideration
of the grave question which has been referred to us, gﬁnﬂewo are unable to per-
ceive the signs of any spontaneous and ent change in this direction, and
of arresting that constant and progressive fall in prices
has been the cause wlhich lies at the root of agri-

we sen no other prospec
which, by universal admission,
caltural depression.

second twenty years of this century the nation did not by any means find if
80, and least of all did the working classea. The much lowertga b thou%h no
doubt beneficial to some, such as placemen, iopers, and “dead-weight™
classes generally, brought great industrial depression, want of employment for
the poor, increase of crime, and widespread misery to the country as a whole.

ere is also a strong impression to-day, at least among the farmers, that pro-
tection can insure prosperity to agriculture. But, as a matter of fact, the
depression following 1819 was all under protection, and not under light duties
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1like 5 shillings a quarter, such as are sometimes talked of now, but under very
heavy ﬂnuea?nde?:d. Daring the first fifteen years of the century, though there
were corn laws, wheat came in practically free. In 1815 fresh corn laws were en-
acted under w]:'tich it ;ras hlc;f: a]lﬂ?:ed 80 to eﬁtﬁftwheg tém price was under g
shillings a quarter; when w that price pro ory duties, avera some
allllliug: o gnnrlm. were exacted. Yet, as we have seen, the price in fglg%dmppad
to 44 sgﬂlln s and in 1835 to 30s. 4d.

Nothing is more astouishing to the modern student of those times than to find
that the imposition of the corn laws was followed by a period, not of higher, but
of much lower price levels. During the first fifteen years of the century, with

ractical free trade, the average price of wheat was 89s, 8d.; in the next twenty-
Svo vears, all under the corn laws, the average was only 02s. 8d., or nearly
shillings a quarter lower. :

The committee of the House of Commons appointed in 1820, reporting in 1822,
gaid: ** The ruinously low price of agricultural produce at this moment can not
be aseribed 1o any deficiency in the protecting power of the law. FProtection can

not be earried further than mono{oly. n

What, then, was the eause of the great fall in the price lovels.

With onr modern ideas formed from Eu;{bmd‘a present situation we might be
inclined to answer, **Return to peace after the long war.” The stndent not,
however, find that cause prominently put forward in the discussion of the time,
for it must be remembered that during the past century we were an exporting
country, generally growing more than we needed at home; d much of the
time we actually paid bounties to oneournﬂa the export of wheat: they were pay-
able into the present century if prices fell low enough. War on the Continent of
Europe during the last century, as Arthur Young and others have clearly pointed
out, lowercd prices here by closing against us our foreign market. We were very
nearly a self-feedl?'g country during most of the time of the great ¥French war
whicg closed in 1815. = :

Then, as now, all sorts of reasons were given for the fall in prices, such asabun-
dant seasons, warehousing of grain, overpreduction, ete. Tithes werse complained
of, 100, and the burden of rates and taxes. The burden of these last two on agrl-
enlture was relieved to the extent of £8,000,000 a year. Yet still the distress
went on.

Bat the largest amount of intelligent opinion will be found arrayed in support
of the view that a change in money laws had brought the fall about, and that
it was in fact mainly due to a large contraction in the supply of legal-tender money

- gaused by the return to cash Pn{mmt.

In 1797, on the outbreak of the war, the Bank of England was anthorized to
discontinue cash fafmcnta and to issue small notes of £1 and £2, which were
inconvertible, and were made by law full legal te Gold nearly disap-
peared out of circulation. Till 1819 these notes were the m al money in
the country. Asthey were plentifully immedprloss TOse. iy the act of
1819, cash payments were ordered to be r , and the pr metals, instead
of the notes, became the measure of value again and the only legal discharge for
debt, a t contraction in the supply of money and of credit built upon it took
place. The natural consequence of this was that henceforth a larger quantity of
other commodities had to be given in exchange for a certain quantity of money.
Money rose in value, and other thiuf;a measured by it fell.

I append extracts, which T conld have maltiplied indefinitely, which show the
wei Et of authority by which this opinion was supported.

The committee of 1820-1822 in their report said:

“Your committee, however, can not but ascribe a proportion of the dcg:isnion
inprices * * * tothe measures which the restoration of our carrency ren-
dered necessary, * * * an effect which has been a, vated * * * by the
endeavors ol lgu other countries to revert to a metallic currency simultaneously
with ourselves. They deeply I t the derang t which the fluctuations of
the last fifteen yeara in the valne of the currency has occasioned in all the trans-
actions of life, together with the individnal loss and suffering unavoidably pro-
duced by the return to a fixed standard.”

They also said: [

“ The departure from onr ancient standard, in proportion as it was prejudicial
to all creditors of money and persons dependent on fixed i , was a benefit to
the active capital of the country. And the restoration of the standard has been,
in its turn, proportionally disadvantagcous to the productive classes of the com-
munity, also attended with embarrassment to the landowner having m
and fixed charges to meet—fixed when land bore 2 higher value in reference to the
im value of money."

fore the committee of 1823 evidence such as follows was given:

Mr. Joseph Sandars, corn merchant, Liverpool, said

“During the depreciation of currency from 1707 to
very unusual prosperity among the farmers; the bank restriction act of 1797
was reversed in 1819, and we have seen a descending seale. * * * I think agri-
culture has not reached the bottom of that scale.

“The distress was very materially aggravated by the act of 1826, which repealed
the act of 1822, again permitting the issue of one-pound notes.”

Dr. Henry Burgesa, secretary of tho comwittee of country bankers, said:

“If the metal, which is standard, becomes scarce, that produce an altera-
tion in prices.

“The acts of 1816 and 1819, taken together, established a lower range of
permanently. [NoTE.—The former chan our standard from silver to gold.]

“The act of 1810 was the main cause of the fall in prices, as well agricultural
as manufacturing."

“Nine out of ten of the great manufacturing works in Lancashire,” he had
been told, *‘had chan Lands throngh insolvency. The witnesses examined
before that act [of 1819] was passed were mainly persons concerned with com-
mercial affairs in London, such as exchan%e brokers, loan contractors, and London
bankers. Many of these had interests directly opposite to the interest of the
productive classes.”

John Langhorn, banker, Berwick-on-Tweed, said: -

“*No relief would be afforded to the farmer except through the relaxation of the
CUrrency.

*The distress of 1816 was removed by increased issucs.
im;"]flm distress of 1819-1821 was reliéved in 1823, 1824, and 1825 by increased

ues.”"

[Nore.—This was by Lord Londonderry's act of 1822, temporarily restoring the
issue of the one pound notes.]

‘‘He looked npon the raising of the standard by the act of 1819 as an act of
naked injustice.”

Lord Ashburton (Mr. Baring) said:

“Price is regulated by the demand and sn&ply of the article to be measured,
and also by the value of ‘the article of which the measure is made. Price is a cer-
tain pertion of that metal (or other article) which is established by law as the
measure of value.”

Richard Spooner, M. P., banker, said:

“T consider the main cause of the present depressed state of agriculture to be

1819 there was a period of

rices

the low price ot l by onr system.”
*The price of everything is mgn!nta? bfv the c&w;ntit{:f cirenlating medium."
Before the House of Lords committee of 1 John Lewin, a large farmer

and miller, near Wickbam Market, Suffolk, said:
“*We have always had better prices when the currency has been

ded, and
when it is contracted it is lower. * * * I have watched for twen

years the

ax d

bank circulation; the issue of v notes and contracted with it
[Banking was free then.] When the Bank of England has increased its issue,
3‘“ prices have gone up; when they have been contracted, our prices have gone
OWI.
Mr. Pattison, M. P., a governor of the Bank of En%ﬂnd, was asked, " How do
you account for the great fall in prices since 18201" He said:
‘1t is owing to the change from a paper to a joint metallic and paper circula-

Mr. E. 8. Cayl:_&, member of Parliament for Yorkshire, said:

“My firm conviction is that the necessary consequence of Mr, Peel's bill was
to reduce the price of wheat in this country from 80 shillings to 40 shillings.”

Sir James Graham, in a specch in the House of Commons, on a motion to forbid
the cireulation of Scotch oue-pound notes in England in 1828, said:

*“The gentlemen op te had contrived to reduce the price of corn lower than
it had been since the Revolution. The miracle was produced by a very nil:}:]s
process, namely, that of tampering with the currency, from which the landlord is
gure to be the first to suffer. The value of money was heavily increased, while
all the contracts ined at th 1 amount. The change bore down the
amount of the landlord’s receipt for his produce, while all the fixed charges and
incumbrances on his estate were increased. He was fi to pay in a currency
80 per cent higher than that in which he had borrowed, and the consequence was
that he must retrench, abandon the hospitality and liberality of his ancestors,
and live like a niggard and degraded man, and squeeze his tenants like an oppres-
sor, or the mone man walked in and took p i Ad in the quan-
tity of money is the first step in the high road to ruin.”

arl Stanhope, in the House of Lords, in 1830, in the debate on the address, said:

“To what is the universal distress owing? It is to be ascribed to the errcneouns
basis on which our currency has been placed since 1819. Prices have not fallen
in agricultural produce only. The depression has been continnous and universal

ever gince the act of 1819 was passed, and especially since the suppression of the
small notes took effect in the beginning of the l?;tdyear. [Note: They were finally
called in in 1820.] Such a universal and eontinued depression can be aseribed only

to some caunse pressing alike upon all branches of industry, and that cause is to be
found in the enormous contraction of the currency which has taken place.”

In the debate on the distress of the country in March, 1830, Mr. Western, M.

x, ards Lord Western, said:
‘1t was to the change in the currency that we were to attribute our distresa.”
Mr. Hudson Gurney said:
“*T'o me it seems perfectly clear that the cne and only source of all our difficul-
ties, and of all the distresses that press so large a portion of our population to the
earth, is the affair of money; the great and nnconceivable error of making gold
their only standard.”

Mr. Atwood said:

“The condunet of the Gover t respecting the currency had o ted as o
confiscation of the property of the landed man for the benefit of the moneyed
man."

8ir F. Burdett spoke of —

* The fatal bill of 1819. Subsequently to the measure there was a motion for
a committee by the honorable member for Suffolk (Sir T. Gooch), which was
obtained, and a relief was obtained for the existing distress by the issue
of one-pound . (Lord London ‘s act.

He mocked at the worship of the ** golden ido‘," and said:
" Tho‘y sacrificed the agvﬁ:ulmﬁﬂ interest, the shipping interest, and the com-
nterest to the public ereditor, to placemen,and to

The famons William Cobbett said :

“The real cause of all the cultural diffienlties of England was the chan,
whicli had taken place in the value of money. Therein lay the true source of the
national misfortunes, * * * The original moving power by which their dis-
tress had been occasioned was the well-known currency measure of Right Hon.
Baronet Sir R. Peel, near him™ [of 1819].

Daniel 0'Connell said:

“There was such a place as Ireland; a, 1tural distress was as great, if not
greater, in that country than in England. They had been during the-debate
wholly forﬁ:otm. The remedy proposed hiy the noble lord (r of taxation)
was only like elipping or paring the thorn in the field, One ramad{, the only
sure remedy, was passed over, namely, one that would have the effect of mitignt-
ing the horrors of the gold currency bill. If no one else wonld, he would put in
his elaim for that scheme, which was better than all the other schemes he had
heard that night proj P

On Cayler's motion for a silver standard on June 1, 1825, 0'Connell said nﬁ;ﬁ:z

“A more des: ve bill, a more inignit.oun bill, than that of 1819 had never been
introdnced. There never had been a bill more fatal to this country or so fatal to
Ireland. There was no pressing ity for that re. Ita to him
to have been concocteduin insani .nndy‘l‘or no other purpose than to make a
mighty experiment on the power of human suffering, to see what weight it would
bear. He remem persons having valnable interests in lands leased to others
who had also interests, and all were swept from the face of the land by the effect
of that bill as by a plague orfucﬂ]enc-e.

' The moneyed interest had a strong motive for upholding the present system.”

Mr. Wodehouse said:

“ A1l other remedies would prove utterly ineffeetual. He had been one of the
committee that had sat in 1822 upon agricultural distress, and he had been one of
a small minority who were opposed to the adoption of their report on the ground
put forward by Mr. Huskisson, that it did not sufficiently take into account the
altered value of money. Hewas convinced that the present state of the currenc
had already done in lable mischief, particularly to those connected with agri-
culture, and still threatened to overwhelm them with immeasurable ruin.”

The last quotation I will give is from Lord John Russell, on the corn laws. In
1843 he said:

“In 1815 a new policy was adopted and B0 shillings was established as the
price at which fomiF‘n corn might be admitted. An important change, however,
occurred in 1819 which really afected the price of corn. The attempt to keep up
the price of corn at 80 shillings entirely failed; for the right honorable baronet,
in 1819, introduced a change in the currency and restored the standard of value,
‘What was the effect? Why, five years before 1820 wheat averaged 80s. 9d., while
in five years after 1820 it u\‘enﬁ?d only 57s. 3d.

*1twas notan alteration in the corn laws that produced the alteration in price;
it was the change in the monetary system."

Jevons, the well-known modern author of Investigationa in Currency and Fi-
nance, says, writing of these times:

‘* Money rose 140 per cent in value in those years; prices fell 80 per cent.”

There is thus an overwhelming weight of evidence to the effect that the long
depression which afflicted calture (and industry generally) after 1810 was
caused ‘hfv the contraction of the supply of legal-tender money which followed
the act of that year.

The revival of agriculture and its long run of prosperity from 1853 to 1878 wag
coincident with :ﬂgmt increase of legal-tender money, the resunlt of the wonder-
ful gold discoveries in California and Australia, the Jargest discoveries of the
precious metals in the history of tlie world.

The present distress follows a great contraction of money, due to legislation
restricting the former free supply of legal-tender money from both the precious

pensioners."”
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metals and limiting it only to one, which limitation began in 1873. This has pro-
duced a contraction similar in character to that of 1819 which suppressed the one-
pound motes. Then the notes were su sed; now it is one of the precions
metals. Andthereis every reason to fear this lst contraction, if persevered in,
will cause a continuouns nding lowering of pricelevels as long as it lasts.

How can it be otherwise? Tﬂmu ‘houtthelast century, when prices rested upon
both the precious metals, a fairly steady level was maintained. The increase of
the two precious metals about corresponded with the increase of the commodities
they to measure. Infoture, under the new restrictive arrangementa, the in-
crease of commodities will have the increase of only one metal instead of the two
to balanee it, and that one the most capricions and uncertain in its supply. It
therefore looks to be almost absolutely certain that the new restrictive polﬂ:j‘, if
g’erlavmd in, condemns agriculture and other industries permanently to that con-

tion of depression which continually falling prices necessarily bring in their
train. - A pew benumbing influence has been set in motion by law to check indus-
try by making it unprofitable.

II.—THE CAUSE OF THE GREAT FALL IN PRICES,

It is to be noted that the great and continuous fall in prices, which we are

unanimonsly agreed is the main canse of the present depression, has not been con-

fined to articles of agricultural produce. The index numbers devised by litical
economists to register the mov t of the wholesale prices of com:nod%t es gen-

erally show that the fall in the value of agricultural produoce is but a part of a
eral downward movement in price levels. The index numbers, as given by

& Economist, in which the prices of twenty-two articles are grouped, is, for the
average of the ten years ending with 1878, 3,036, and for January 1, 1897, 1,950.
Mr. Sauerbeck's index numbera, based 1;_;_;,)011 forty-five principal commodities
,and calling that price 100, show the

at the prices they fetched from 1867 to
following results:
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Both index numbers, it will be seen, show an enormous fall. The history of
recent centuries will be searched in vain to find any parallel for so great, contin-
uous, and general a fall in price levels.

It is to be noted further that this fall is still continuing, ihe last year being the
lowest of the whole seriea,

The above tables show that we are witnossiuia change in the value of money,
a8 measured by commodities, of a very remarkable charaecter. It has had no
Emllnl I believe, since the sixteenth century. The change was then precisely

an opposite direction, and was accompanied with great industrial activity, just
aa this is with depression.

K{no eot in this memorandum is toshow how the change passing under our eyes
is be rought about. That of the sixteenth century was brought about by
natural causes, by an enormons inerease in the production of the precious metals.
'I'baﬂpment, it will be seen as we proceed to stnd¥ it, is being brought about by
artificial means, by legislation in the nature of ‘‘protection,” by legislation
restricting not indeed the output, but the use for monetary purposes of one of the
two ious metals.

@ are witnessing an experiment which has never been tried in the world
before, viz, of making one precious metal do the work of valuation which has
alwaya been done hitherto by the two in conjunetion.

The fall in prices so calamitous to the agricultural and other productive indus-
tries, and to indebted persons and nations, can be traced directly to a departure
from the old policy of om and eqnality in the treatment of the two precious
metals and to the adoption in iut;iylaee of a new policy of “*protection " to one of
them. This new form of protection has been more far-reaching in its effects,
more snbtle and cruel in its operation on certain elasses, and more prejudicial to
Bfrlcultum and other industries—especially to agriculture—than any legislation
of modern times. It has really,in fact, as we shall created the depression
which affliots culture to-day in gold-standard countries all around the world.

The article chosen to be **protected ' is just that one of which eYer{bodv has
need, and which no one can do without, viz, money. The new policy has borne
its natural fruit. As the area of its operation has extended, the husbandman in
the Old World and the New, in Great Britain, in Ireland, on the Continent of
Europe, in our colonies and in the United States of America, has found himself
compelled to give more and ever more of his produce to buy the money with
which to pay his way. Whether toiling on arable land or tending flocks or

m{ﬂes or pastures, he has found his reward for his industry contin-
unlly shrinking. He has seen many other men’s wages increasing or stationarz;
while his reward for hia toil bas been steadily gett.inﬁ leas and less. En;fafed
the oldest, the largest, and the most necessary of all callings an invisible but
irresistible power keeps snatching away his legitimate profits, until, ing
with misery, he does not know which way to turn to escape from his hard lot.
His difficulty is not with the seasons, it is not with the soll, it is not with his

orops.
'I%se earth is as fertile and nature as bountiful as the{h:ned to be in the days of
his prosperity. His difficulty is with price. Nothin, it he ean produce comes
to any moner this is the complaint on every agriculturist’s lips. The curse ot
continually a‘lling prices dogs his heels whether he produces wheat, or wool, or
maize, or cotton, or s::‘gur, or meat. If, unhappily, he is in debt, if he has a
mortgage on his farm, despair is upon him as he tinds more and ever more of his

nee necessary to meet each pound of his indebtedness. He can not adjust

outgoings to his continually shrinking income.

This constantly increasing difficulty in obtaining money is exactly the effect to
be expected from the policy of limiting the supply by * protection.

The express object of that policy as applied to any article is to raise the valne
of it. Well have the moneyed classes, the maugnﬂtors of the new policy of ** pro-
tecting'' money, succeeded in their object. They have so raised ita value by
restricting its supply that the husbandman has to give two bushels of corn
nearly for the money which he nsed to be able to buy with one. They have
cruelly reversed the position as deseribed in the old parable, * How moch owest
thou Eily Lord#' *“An hundred bushel of wheat (when I incurred my debt),”
answers the farmer of to-day. *‘ Take then thy bill and write tws hundred"” (not
fourscore), says the mortgagee, the tax collector, the owner of leased land, and
the money-lender of to-day.

The cruel effect of this new form of * protection” is to be seen to-day in the
east of England—onee the paradise of agriculture—in ruined farmers, neglected
flelds, tenantless cottages, and empty mansions. Also in complete collapse in the
value of the land. Thousands of onco prosperons families have been reduoced to
want. Mo onece independent men, easily able with old price levels to
meet their obligations, have been crushed; mortgagees have sustained heavy

losses, the clergy are impoverished; hospitals, almshouses, colleges, benefit socie-
ties, and numberless families, whose incomes arose from land, are being plun
into ruin. Such are the fruits of the new policy of ** protecting "' mone (%lold 3

How has money been ' protected " The method has been ns simple as it is
unjust. It can be at:f‘lainod in a few words. Prior to 1873 the supply of money
of the ions me was free, alike from silver as from gold. By a series of
legislative changes made by many great nations, beginning with Germany, a ring

tection has been Tut about gold, and the other precions metal has been ex-
cluded from its world-old free competition with it. The restriction thus intro-
duced has, of course, raised the valus of money in all eountries where gold is
standard, so inmiaﬁ] the burden of debts and lowering the prices of other
commodities measnred by money. ;

The whole suliject of money, unfortunately, is a very intricato one, which few

le have time or inclination to study. And it is much better understood by
nanciers interested in raising its value than by the toiling classes, who suffer
from the forcing down of the prices of their produce when its value is raised.
Our commission will not have sat in vain if its report atiracts attention to this
supremely important subjeet and to the mischlefafl:.hunew formof ** protection"
which has been now introduced, not by landlords, but by money lords.

Part I of our final report, which I have had much pleasure in signing, deals
largely with the above monetary change. I cordially a with ils contents,
but I am so strongly un?remd with the greatness and injustice of the change
created by the introdunction of an entirely new monetary system into the world,
and by the far-reaching consequences which will continne to flow from it if un-
altered, that I have ventured, at the risk of some agitation, to add the further
remarks which follow. They represent the result of much reading and thought
on an intricate but supremely important subject, and they will, I hope, make more
clear to some who read them the eause of the remarkabl’e changes passing under
our eyes, some of which have led to the inguiry in which we have %een enga,

Three facts full of interest as bearing npon the present situation have been
clearly established in the evidence which has been laid before thia commission:

First. That there have been great changes in the general level of prices in pre-
vious times.

Second. That in each case where such changes have continned over a consider-
able period they have followed a large alteration in the supply of legal-tender
money.

'l‘h{rd. That such alteration preceded and is ying the present fall.

As to the first point, soon after the accession of ﬁueen tlizabeth, in 1558, a
rise of prices set in, which continued progressing for a full century much as the
present fall is progressing. This rise carried the price of wheat from 8 shillings
ord ahillinﬁ: a quarter, t e_{rrica at which it atou{ at the beginning of her reign,
to from 40 shillings to 45 shillings; the price of a fat ox from 30 shillings to fonr
or five times that amount, and other commodities in proportion. It is the opin-
ion of all historians and political economists who have discussed the point that
this remarkable and phenomenal rise was doe to the enormous addition made to
the stock of precions metals in Europe, first, by the plander of newly discovered
Ameriea, and, second, by the discovery and working of the famous gilver minés
of Potosi, which were opened in 1545, Jacob, in his well-known work on the
‘?mmus metals, sng‘s: “ The annual supply of the precions metals became twenty-

old what it was at the beginning of the century. At the end of the century ti
stock had increased fivefold, and all prices were quadrupled.” .

This is a very notable instance of an extraordinary change in the level of
prices, and due ungquestionably to a monetary caunse.

The increased annual s;{)p‘ly of the precious metals continuing, the higher

of prices thus climbed to through the course of a century was maintained
on the average —if any group of yeara be taken together—with great steadiness
through the next century and a half down to 1707.

BEECOND GREAT RISE.

We now come to another remarkable nupward movement. The second great
rise accompanied an abundant issne of inconvertible paper money.

In 1797 this country pended cash pay ts, which were not returned to till
1821. The average level of prices durrl;g this long period—in which inconverti-
ble notes were our legal-tender money, aml they, instead of the precious metals,
were the measure of value in Great Britain—was very much higher than in the
previous century. Previous prices were somothing like douhlecf again. This is
the second noticeable great change in price levels.

The bullion committes which sat during this im-lot], namely, in 1810, presided
over by Francis Horner, and on which William Huskisson and Mr. (afterwards
the famous Sir Robert) Peel sat, in their report said, “*An increase in the su nlly
of the precious metals raises prices all over the world.” And they point nntl: t
large issues of inconvertible legal-tender notes in any coun have the same
effect in it. They say that the average amount of Bank of England notes in 1708
was £13,334,000, while in 1800 it had risen to £19,000,000, and country issues had
increased in proportion (country banks had an unlimited right of issume them).
They further say the increase in the general paper enrrency in 1809 was probahly
little short of the amount which in any one g‘enr since the discovery of America
had been added to the cimnlnliu% medium of the whole of Europe. This, in their
judgment, had much to do with the higher level of prices under the reign of the
paper money.

hus the second great change in price levels, equally with the first, had a clear
monetary cause.

ELIZABETH TO VICTORIA.

It ias worthy of note, in passing, that from the accession ol'Sueﬂn Elizabeth, in
1558, right down to the birth of Queen Vietoria, in 18190, a Fe od of two hundred
and sixty-one years, the movement of prices, whenever its general level was
changed, was on the whole continnonsly upward. This surely is a complete
answer to those who say that in progressive communities the natural movement
is toward ‘‘cheapness.” It is really, as we shall see, quite a different canse that
produces lower price levels when they oceur.

FIRST GREAT FALL.

Next, a remarkably great fall in price levels calls for our attention—the fall
spoken of in the first part of this memorandum.

This fall began soon after the passage of the act of 1819, under which cash pay-
ments were to be resumed in 1821, The one-pound notes, which for more than
twenty years had been the principal money in circulation in this country, were
made convertible at will, and were presently called in. A %mt contraction of
legal-tender money, and of eredit built npon it, thus took }1 ace. A ragﬂhmvy
fall in Pln'eea followed these changes, which the corn laws of 1815—excluding for-
eign wheat while the price was under 80 shillings a quarter—were quite power-
less to prevent. The level of prices during the ensuing year was very much lower
than in the previous period. T'he average joint price of a quarter of wheat, a
quarter of barley, and a quarter of oats added together, during the twenty-two
years of the ion of cash payments, namely, from 1798 fo 1819, inclusive,
had been 1585, 8d. In the ensuiuﬁ twenty-seven years, from 1520 to 1846, inclu-
sive (the last being the year in which the corn laws werc repealed), the average

joint prices of the same articles had fallen to 113s. 8d.

The effect on prices which followed the return to cash payments was anticipated
by some of the foremost men in England at the time. On May 19, 1819, when the
proposed return was under discussion, the first Sir Robert FPeel, the fonnder of
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ented to the House of Commona the following petition from mer-
chants and kers of London and warmly aup‘l)ortad it in a speech:

“Your petitioners have reason to apprehend that measures are in contempla-
tion with reference to the resumption of cash payments by the Bank of England,
which, in the humble opinion of your petitioners, will tend to a forced, precipi-
tate, and highly injurious contraction of the eurrency of the country. at t
consequences ol such a contraction will be, as your petiti 8 humbly ive,
to add to the burden of the public debt, y to increase the pressure of the
taxes, to lower the value of all landed and commercial pmportg. seriously to affect
and embarrasa both public and private credit, to embarrass and reduce all the oper-
ations of l%ﬂcnlture. manufacture, and commamt:_& and to throw out of cu;su oy~
ment a great proportion of the industrious and labo: nE classes of the community."

This forecast was but too faithfully fulfilled in the experience of the natlon
during the next quarter of a century. A griculture, with which we are specially
dealing, was in very great distress through all the earlier part of that period, as
we have already pointed out.

his was the first notable great fall in the level of prices in modern times.

hus, in reviewing the {umt, we find that large additions to the volume of
money have produo great and continuous rises in the general level of prices,
and a large contraction produced a fall.
FREE TRADE AND THE GREAT GOLD DISCOVERIES.

In further confirmation of the fact that price levels _degend chiefly on money
supply, it is instructive to notice that the prices of grain during the first thirty-
one years fol.lowlnithc repeal of the corn laws in 1846, were, on the average, very
little below what they had been during the thirty-one years in which the corn laws
were in force. The nmrng joint price of a quarter of wheat, a quarter of barley.
and a quarter of oats added together— from 1815, when these laws were W,
1o 1846, when they were repealed—was 119 shillings; during the next thirty-one
years, all under frec trade, it was 112s. 3d. i ural world was filled
with alarm when the corn laws were taken off, and their re was followed by a
few years of very low prices; but, as a matter of fact, after y-one years of free
traﬂ); in England, agriculture looked back on a quarter of a century of unbroken
prosperity, its longest period of unbroken prosperity in the untnrg‘.

How is this to be explained? Singularly enongh the great gold discoveries in
California and Australia began in 1 the last year in which the corn duties
were collected (they expired January 31, 1849). So extraordinary was the yield
from these new sources that the joint production of the two precions metals, which
in the early part of the century had been only £2,000,000 annually, and which in
the twenty years from 1820 to 1840 averaged only £7,200,000 annually, arose dur-
ing the twenty from 1850 to 1870 to £33,380,000 annually, being between four and
five fold increase. 'This encrmous increase of new money was probably the chief
factor in maintaining the price of corn at nearly the same level after the repeal
of the corn laws as had provailed under them. The prices of live stock, of meat,
and of commodities generally, it is to be noted, rose very considerably during
these first thirty-one vears of free trade. In connection with this remarkable
fact it is also intereating to recall words used ﬁy Richard Cobden on December 13,
1852, in a debate in the House of Commons. e said: A

It ia sheer prejudice to say that as free traders we mean low prices for every-
thing. What we want is abundance. We do not say that free trade necessarily
brings low prices. It is possible with increased quantities still to advance prices,
for it is possaible that the try may be so prosperous m:derf‘r'm trade that,
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while you have a greater gmmtit_v of everything than yon had b y
d in of d prosperity may arise, so thatthe demand may

be greater than the supply."”

This prediction was largely verified by what actually happened, as we have
Been.

MORE MONEY CREATES MORE DEMAND.

Apart from the stimuluos which the freeing of trade gave to commerce and
manufacture, the enormous inpouring of new money into the world's cirenlation,
in quantities hitherto unprecedented, was the ereation of a new and largely in-

demand. That it was the new money rather than free trade which mainly
roduced the new prosperity is shown by the fact that the prosperity was en-
?o*ed by protectionist nations as well as by free-trade Britain. Trade and agri-
culture throve with new vigor in all civilized nations during the cra of the great
gold discoveries.

The experience of that period illustrated remarkably the truth of the teachin,
of David Hume, the eminent historian and political economist, who, writing in
last century, said: “In every kingdom into which money begins to flow in

ter abundance than formerly, everything takes a new face. ILaborand indus-
gagnln new life, the werchant becomes more enterprising, the manufacturer
more diligent and skillful, and even the farmer follows his plow with great alac-
rity and attention."

The prodnetion of commodities of all kinds—agricultural and other—it is to be
noted, inereased at a greater rate between 1840 and 1872 than it has done since,
yet prices rose very considerably. DButsince that time, with a less rate of increase
of production, they have been almoat continnally falling. See the following strik-
ing diagrams, pmgm‘ed by Sir Guilford Molesworth, K.C.1.E.: [See Charts No.
8, No. 4, and No. 5.]

OPINIONS OF ECONOMISTS.

Confirming the teachings of these striking diagrams, Sauerbeck also says:
“The production of commodities between 1850 and 1870 inereased 2§ per eex;t 11:162
only
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arrangement while it lasted, and it had lasted for centuries, made the two metals
throughout the world practically one for monetary purposes—it kept them mar-
ried together, In giving evidence for the Bank ofri‘cranee before the &mﬂ Supé-
rior in Paris in 1870, Baron Rothschild said of this state of things:

“The simultaneous employment of the two metals is sati-gctory and gives
rise to no complaint. “Whether gold or silver dominates for the time being, it is

always true that the two metals concur together in forming the mone ciren-
lation of the world, and it is the general mass of the two metals com! which
Berves as the measure of the value of things.”

These last words aptly describe the prineiple which determines the general

level of prices over any considerable number of years. That level rises or falls in
some rough proportion to the relative quantities of the things to be valued and
of the Lrecious metals (where they are the legal-tender money) which value them.
There is, as we have seen, substantial agreement nmong_lll political economists
as to this broad principle. Here, not in inventi or a of inventi not
in duties or a ce of duties, is the real key to long-continued considerable

annum, whﬂo‘rricau rose 18 per cent. Between 1870 and 1885 they i
1} per cent and prices fell 30 per cent.

hese facts further confirm the teaching that great changes in price levels,
where continuons, are the result of expansion or contraction in the supply of
money. The following are a few ples of the opini of political economists
as to this fact:

John Locke said: “The lessening of the q}tlla.ntii?’ of money makes an equal
quantity of it exchange for a greater of any other thing.”

Hume: “Itis the ﬁlroporﬁon between the circulating money and the commod-
itiea in the market which determines the price.”

Ricardo: ** That commodities rise and fall in ?ricu in proportion to the increase
or diminution of money I assume as a fact that is incontrovertible.”

J. 8. Mill: * That an increase of the quantity of money raises prices and a dimi-
nution lowers them is the most elementary proposition in the theory of curreney,
and without it we would have no key to any of the others.”

Sir Robert Giffen: ** Viewing a long period dynamically, it is beyond all question
that commodities are comparatively steadi' and only the money changes.’

This being so, it will be seen that the high probability is established that any
long-continued ¢ nnga in the level of prices such as is now taking place before our
eyes will be found, if investigated, to be due to a monetary cause.

THE REVOLUTIONARY UHANGE BEGINNING ABOUT 1873!
I will now desecribe briefly the extraordinary tary changes which pr
the present remarkable fall in prices.
THE OLD MONETARY POSITION.
Prior to 1873 all the gold and all the silver in the possession of mankind, whether

coined or uncoined, could be taken to the mints of the various nations to be

received back by its owners, coined into full legal-tender money, 15 to 16 ounces
silver coining into money of the same value as 1 ounce of geold. This

dad

ges in price levels.

An illustration may help to make this clear, and to make plain how great was
the change which began in 1873.

ine a pair of scales. Down to 1873, for centuries, there had been in one

scale the gold and silver in the possession of mankind fn the other the world’s
commodities of all kinds. The precious metals weighed and valued the commodi-
ties. The contants of the precious-metal scale had added to by the yearly
addition made to the stock of gold and silver from all sources, the commodities
scale by the yearly increase of commodities accompanying the multiplication and
ever-growing inventions and activities of mankind. general level of prices, de-
Pen n%l:yon the proportion between the contents of the two scales, was thus
established and maintained. From 1558, for a full century, money increased the
fastest and prices rose. From 1820 to 1840 commodities ini he fasteat and
prices fell. From 1850 to 1873 money increased the fastest and prices rose.

THE NEW REVOLUTION.

About 1873 the following remarkable change of law and practice began:

One nation after another—Germany, the Seandinavian nations, the United
Smt&al“mnce and the nations which with her formed the Latin Union, and, after,
Afn.j] -Hungary, all closed their mints against the former unrestricted coinage
of silver.

EFFECT OF THE FOLICY.

One effect of this new policy was obviously to lessen in those countries the pos-
sible inflow of money of the precious metals into their money scale while the
increase of commodities was continuing unabated. The increase of commodities
waa left quite free, while the inerease of money was restricted. Thus was set in
motion a new force, continually tending in these countries to lessen the propor-
tion of money to commodities, and so tending to raise the value of money as to
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lower the prices of commodities. 'This is one very important new element in the
:i_tungtion since 1878, and an element mot natural, but purely and absolutely

FURTHER EFFECT.

Buot this was not near the whole of the change brought about by the new
restrictions put upon the monetary use of one of the two precious metals.

Their most im ant effect was the alteration made in the former **standard,”
or measure of value, in which they wrought a quite revelutionary change. Until
then, in the words of Baron Rothschilds, already quoted, it was the general mass
of the two metals combined which served as the measure of the value of things,
silver being an undivided part of that general mass. Closing mints to silver

Inded and so detached from the hitherto undivided mass of the two precious
metals available for money a large Part of the existing stocks of that metal. If
detached, for instance, the silver of China and the far East, of India and of Mex-
ico, ete., also all the new silver annnally produced from the world's mines and the
uncoined silver held in any form in every connii:ly.

This exclusion left as available money for gold-standard nations only the gold
of the world and such silver coin as is allowed to circulate at its face value in

ld-standard countries with it. The excluded silver is probably some half of

e whole stock of that metal in the ion of mankind. The money scale,
a8 we have scen, bad held the whole stock of silver and gold. Now, ing
roughly, Lalf the silver had been taken out of the money scale and transferred as
odity to the other scale. This t contraction of the tary mass,
this altered proportion between conmmodities and the money which values them,
gupplies the key to the great fall in levels which we have witnessed in all
countries on the gold standard; and the increased production of gold in the last
fow years has not near sufficed to stop the growing disproportion thus created;
hence the fall goes on. ,

Tt is said that all the gold in man's possesaion if melted into a solid block wounld
form o cube measuring 22 feet each way, and the silver in like manner a cube 66
fect each way. Both these were in the money scale prior to 1878; now, hall the
silver cube has been taken out of the money scale and put into the commodity
scale. It is'easy to see that this extraordinary change cmuﬁe]]sd the commodity
scale to go violently down—in other words, price levels to fall.

Nor is it easy to seewhat can save us from continual f:
while this new restrictive policy is presevered with, for the

gn‘prioos in the futore
crease of li-

CHART No. 5.—General commodities.

Perroo, Per1op.

20 /1849~ /872 /1872-/894.

70

60

LY
A Y
/0 & 0
Vol
20 2";%_ 20
RS N 30
3 o Y
9 L
<0 I S
b S
50 Mso
60
s
70 70

comnnected with the extraordinary fall in prices, which has produced the agricul-
tural distress into which we have been inquiring. For it is only in countries
which measure prices lﬁ'em that the fall has oecurred.

In Mexico, India, and the East, in fact wherever prices are measured by silver,
there has been no notable change in pricelevels. Prices there measured, whether
by the silver money of those countries or by silver bullion in London, are sub-
stantially as they wero twenty years ngo. An ounce of silver, for example,
exchanges for about the same quantity of wheat, cotton, wool, or other commodity.

There seems, then, no legitimate pe from the lusion that the fall in
cpries in gold standard countries has, in the main, been produced by a rise in the
value of gold in relation to commodities which has taken place since its divores
from silver. "The fall in prices is in fact the direct outcome of the remarkable
monetary legislation we have described.

The effects which have followed that legislation are visible at a glance in look-
ing at the lines on Lhe chart annexed. [This chart is substantially the same as
Chart No.2.] The three lines upon it are three separate and independent
in the movements in the value of our money, viz, gold, as measured by other com-
modities. One shows the movement in it as measured by silver, one as measured
by the *index number" as based on twenty-two leading commodities, and one on

ties will have only the increase of one metal instead of two as formerly to coun-
terbalance it.

Here is the essential diference between the old monetary system and the new
onewhich has just been ereated. It is the most radical and far-reaching economic
experiment as yet witnessed by mankind. The currency—the stan: by which
we measure value—has been tampered with in an unprecedented way. The effect
of this tam rqu, whiclh has raised the value of money and lowered proportion-
ately the vnr:e of produce and property of many kinds, has been to sweep large

1 of i t people into rnin. Ithasalso plnnﬁed heavily indebted nations
into enormous ditficulties. The measure of value, which, like measures of length
or quantity, should be constant and invariable, have been quite altered, to the
great injury of the indebted and of all who have to buy meney with produce.

TWO NEW AND SEPARATE STANDARDS.

Silver and gold—the two precious metals—which from the earliest times had
been linked together in 1 h, and pted as one common money by
almost all nations, at ratios fixed from time to time by powerful governments,
have no:;i&een completely divoreed from one another. Their long joint reign has
been ended.

Henceforth what had been once money has been divided into two. It is the
most noticeable divorce the world has ever seen, the most far-reaching in its

COnsequences.
The revolutionary change of law has completely altered the world’s former
“‘measure of value.!” Gold is now one **measure’’ of prices and silver is another,
quite separate and independent. And sinee this change they have yearly diverged
wider and wider from each other, 3

Facts show that this enormous change in the old **measure " of values is closely

its mov t as ed by wheat. The general par:llclism of the three lines,
it will be noted, is very remarkable. It scems impossible to believe that so
remarkable a parallelism of movements over so many years can be a mere coinci-
dence. That it is not a mere coincidence, but a delineation of cause and effect, is
made absolutely certain when we study the chart and note the explanatory cause
of each considerable movement in the lines. The descent of the lines upon it
registers the fall in prices as measured by gold. The fall of commodities so
measured is really a in the value of that metal, but shown in an opposite way.
5 Footnote, page 77.—Prof. ¥. Max Muller, of Oxford, in a recent letter to the
nes, BAYHE:

* Also weiﬁhing thousands of gold and silver coins, Professor Drugsch has
shown that the ratio between gold and sflver in the Egyptian coins was always
maintained at 1 to 12}, while Dr. Brandes has shown that in Babflun{a and all
the countries which adopted the Babylonian standard it was 1 to 18§, * * =
From the sixteenth century before Christ, or, if we restrict our remarks to coined
money, from the seventh century before Christ to nearly our own times the appre-
ciation of gold has not been more than 13} to 15. We know thatat various
for instance, at the time of the Persian wars, of the discovery of the East
Indies, and of the conquest of Ameriea, there was a sudden influx of one or
other of the precions metals. Yet the common sense of the great commereial
nations of antiquity, in their anxie tgato safegnard the interests both of their
wholesale and re imdem. seem to have been able to maintain the respect for
ﬁt:}ﬁtivo value of silver and gold coin if safegunarded by the warranty of the

Thus we see that very scon after the adoption of the preferential policy toward
ﬁéﬂ that metal to rise in value as com with its old ally, silver. As

area of the ntial policy spread the increased, and as gela arose in
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value other things measured by it fell with a general parallelism very striking
BER,
When in 1800 it uﬁotadthattbammwﬂ created in favor of the
jen return to free coinage aig'

R e e e e e

al i " ow. o

“: :g:::n:nf‘:m I:Ea dyefeen‘lanaamde the Sherman Act snb:ﬁtu‘l.ad. up went the
'J?]gem. 1 when onr Government the Indian mints and the United

Btates soon after ed the Sherman A bounded up again faster than

ever; and, as a rise in the value of this metal cansed a fall in the value of all other

commodities measured by it, the extraordinary fall shown on the d is
explained. The descent of those lines show the fall in prices due to the increas-
ing value of gold. The rise, where it occurs, shows the temporary depreciation
of that metal and the consequent rise in prices. The teaching of these facts is
{irresistible, we venture to think, to an unprejudiced mind.

EFFECTS FOREEEEN.

‘When, in 1570, the probable effect which might be expected to follow if the mints
of France were oloaesr: inst silver was being diseussed in Paris, Baron Roths-
child, continning the evidence of which we have already gquoted i :

“An an extreme consequence it might then be necessary to entirely demonetize
gilver. That would mean the destruction of u portion of the world's capital. It
would spell ‘ruin.'"

The effect in lowering the value of produce and property in all gold-standard
countries which has folﬁmut the partial demonetization of this metal, testifies to
the sagacity of this prediction.

By Lord Beaconsfield.

A speech of Lord Beaconsfleld on the subject is also very noticeable. Speak-
ing of the House of Lords on March 28 1870, in a di on the dep
state of agriculture and trade, his lordship said:

 After the repeal of the corn laws there was considerable suffering among all
classes; not merely in the agriculiural classes, but in trade generally there was

t discontent and diaaattsgtinn. * * « Suddenly, after three or four years,

ere was an extraordinary revival in trade. and a great elevation in prices. How
did that occur! Omne of the most wonderful events in the history of the world
happened—the discovery of gold in California.

uf:nmss £386,0600,000 worth were poured into Europe, and when ilm.r lordshi
remember that the business of the world had been carried on until that time by
an amount of 501:1 which I believe never reached £6,000,000 a year, you can at

Ones a the effects of the discovery. In one year there came £36,000,000,
and in five years £150,000,000 were pou into Europe. 'Che effect of this was
that prices were raised immensely.

‘* But & marvelous thin%nlm occurred shortly after. Therc was a commission
of all the t States of Europe, who took advantage of the holding of the exhi-
bition at 8 to meet there with the comsent of their Governments, to consider
whether a uniform sg‘ntam of coinage conld not be established, and that advantage
ought to be taken of the gold discoveries to bring about this result.

& * - - - & *

*The Government of Germany, which had £80,000,000 of silver, availed thom-
selves of the circumstances of which I have been speaking fo substitate gold for
their silver. * * * All this time the uce of the gold mines in Australia and
California had been regularly diminishing, and tho consequence is that while
these large alterstions in favor of gold currency have been taking place in the
leading nations of Europe—notwithstanding an increase of population, which alons
always requires a large increase of gold currency to carry on its transactions—the
amount every year has diminished, and is diminishing, until a state of affairs has
Reeer;dbm bt about by the gold discoveries exactly the reverse of what they pro-

o at t.

Gold is every ﬂ;y sp[imci.nﬂn in value, and as it appreciates in value the lower
become prices. This, I think, is one of the canses l'[ln:uf the de{:::aion] il
and may lead to consequences which may be of a very serious ¢ oler * * &
It is not ssible that, as affairs develop, the country may require that some for-
mal investigation may be made of the causes which are affecting the prices of the

i Hl:ls, and the effect which the change in the value of the preci tal
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In a speech made to the Manchester Chamber of C

oe in Jume, 1885, Mr,
Goschen further said on the same topic:
“ The case seems to me to lie in a nutshell. * * * Yon have the decreased
nction of ig'u‘lt.!, you have the increased produnction of commodities, and
the fall in prices which these two factors onght to prodmce. It onghm
have produced it, and the fall is here: but somehow or other there are many per-
sons who are u.s:!; angry if people contend that there is any relation between

the canse and effect.
We thus see that the fall in giceu was antici by high aunthorities, and
that they clearly connected it with recent legislative changea affecting ** money,"

the s ard by which we measure valne.
COMMON-SENSE VIEW.

If woe leave for a moment the testimony of experts, and stndy the guestion on
the broad lines of plain, common sense, we are irresistibly lead to the same concla-
sions as thfg bave arrived at. Currency questions are unh.lEpilysj.ngu]aﬂy intri-
cate and difficult in many of their aspects, bot on their b lines common sense
is all that is required to understand them.

‘What are the leading facts of the sitnation?

The disease of agriculture is beyond all question the fall of prices.

‘What is pricet

In Great Britain we measare the price by one of the precions metals, viz, %uld.
Our *pound” is a piece of gold of a definite weight and purity (called sovereign).
But gold is itself a mmm«%?it r, and, like other commodities, its value changes
with variations in supply and demand. The size of the sovereign, of course, does
not change, but its value in exchange with other thinﬂgl alters.

Now, consider the change which arisen in the demand for |

Prior to 1873 the only nations having gold as their standard were England,
with some of her colonies, and Portugal, refmmttn a population at that time
of under fifty millions. To-day (see smof Sir Jobhn Lubbock in the debate
on currency in the House of Commons, 17, 1896), through the changes made
by different nations, three hundred and sixty millions (or more than seven times
as mnymoﬁle} have this metal as their standard. can such an enormons
addition to the demand for gold have failed to raise its value? And the more so
because in the twenty years prior to 1889 the average annual production from the
mines was actually less than it had been. In those twenty years it averaged
under £21,000,000 ntyea.r, in eomparison with over £25 in the previons
seventeen years. Of this diminished amount it is estima that_£13,000,000
annually are consnmed in the arts and £1,000,000 in loss and wear and tear.

This left cmlg £7,000,000 a year to meet the demand for the East (where some
millions of gol wﬁoyﬁaﬂy and do not appear afaiu in the West) tosu];ply the
ever-growing needs of the original but ever-multiplying ﬂftﬁ millions of peopls
using it before, and the entirely new demand of three hundred and ten millions of
people besides! It is certain that these new conditions must have raised the
value of gold enormonsly. Amordingalf if we measure it by other commodities,
we find from the * index numbers * tha it has risen in value (purchasing power)
between 50 and 60 per cent. Sixty-one ounces of gold will purchase now at whole-
sale prices as much as 100 ounces wonld prior to fso?s

A rise in the valne of gold must, of course, necessarily express itself in a gen-
eral fall in the price of commodities measured 'by it, just such as we have been wit-
nessing, but not necessarily in the price of all commodities equally or at the same
time, as there may be counteracting circumstances, temporary or durable, affect-
ing any particular commodity which are more powe! than the circumstances

affecting gold.
A simple illostration of this is found in the case of hay, which, in 1893, owing
to the extraordinary drought of that year, was temporarily so diminished in supply

that it rose to more than double its previons price. The rise has since, howerer,
been entirely lost by a return to o seasons, and the price is now lower than
before the rise. It isonly by gmnpln% commodities, as is done with the “index
numbers,” that the general movement of price levels can be correctly ganged.
Exceptions are owing to oxceptional circumstances, and in no way disprove the
evidence afforded Ef the fact of the general movement.

It geems. then, quite impossible to donbt that the monetary uhnnﬁ:a made by so
many nations in recent years, enormonsly increasing, as they have, the d&mﬂndyfor
gold, have had very great effect in misiu];;' ita value, and eunseqlnmtly in causin,

go

ons me
upon the industry of the country, and upon the continual fall of prices.”

~ These are Ter{ striking words, when read in the light of recent events. The
appointment of the gold and silver commission, in 1886, zad the holding of several
international monetary conferences, as well as theholding of Mwmlin:jnuiﬁm into
trade depression and into agricultural depression, all ecalled for b¥tho fallin
are a si; t commentary on Lord Beaconsfleld's sagacity in mueigrﬁlnatur-
reaching effects of the enormous monetary changes which were then beginning,

By 3lr. Goschen.

On February 20, 1883, Mr, Goschen, in the House of Commons, called attention
to the same subject. Hea said:

“T have asked myself * * * whethera portion of the agricultural depres-
sion * * * j5mnotdneto the fact that there isa fall in the price of almost all
farm prodnce except cattle, batter, cheese, and similar commodities. From the
inquiries which are now being made it ap thers is, which can hardly be
denied, a considerable appreciation in the value of gold, and that that apprecia-
tion in the value octfcn has had a general effect on the valne—on the prices—of

1 t all dities, nnless thers are very special counteracting circum.

slances.

**The economists say that throngh the demonetization of silver in Germany and
the resumption of specie payment in America some £200,000,000 have been
absorbed; and therefore they come to the conclusion that a priori it will be likely
that the valne of gold will increasse and that there will be a in the price of
commodities., The next process is to examine the prices of commodities and see
whether experience justifies that conclusion. Now, whether we take iron, cotton,

~ wool, leather, or wheat, the same rule is found to extend over the whole range o
commodities—the wremi{g‘n has appreciated in price; that is to say, we have to
give a greater quantity of commodities for the same amount of §u] @

*The reason why I have introduced the subject is that if the fact is so, then the
farmer who raises n certain quantity of wheat, barley, oats, or whatever it may
be, receives for them a smaller price; while on the other hand his debts for ren
ete., fayabla in gold, remain unchanged. * * * I admit the fact that the fall
in price does not extend to cattle, sheep, butter, cheese [NoTE.—These have all
fallen heavily since.] or to all the prodnets of grazing farma, but that is because
in that particular industry a fearful havoe among the flocks has connteracted the
tendencies of natural eanses and prevented that fall in price which is otherwise

fnirl&univa
*Other causes for the fall in value might be adduced, but I submit this special
one for the consideration of the House and the public. If, as is nundon there
has been a %matly enhanced demand for eireulation throngh the flow of gold into
the United States, Germany, and other countries, the natural consequence is that
prices must fall. I:i :hort, Jjust as thaﬂatiiacj;vm of i.ﬁw:! ”&, its dow into this
conun VO A ‘emporary prosperity, increase in industry, and appearance
of w::{tg:lm a muﬂun in the supply relative to the demand must produce the
:Hnaite consequence, * * * T therefore invite honorable members on

e8 to think out this great pu.-ah}am. which goes far deeper than the mere ques-
tion we are now discussing.’

afallin g 1 price levels as measured by it. The fact that gold is now divor
from the other precious metals has intensified this effect.

CORFIRMATORY FACTS.

A ber of contemporary facts add their confirmation to the conclusion that
gold has been rising in value.

Fixed charges of zll kinds, as mortages, leases, annunities, rates, taxes, w
ete., have to producers, agricnltural and other, been very much more ditficult to
Pn“vt; that is, it is more difficult to raise the same quantity of gold. -

here is an almost universal unwillingness to take leases now ; just the opposite
of the state of things which prevailed twenty years ago. A lease is, of course,
an agreement to pay a fixed qnantity of gold yearly over a term of Hmrs

Indebted nations, like Australin and India, have been in great diffienlties.

As anti-Semitic movement bas sprung up on the Continent, being the
outery of indebted against the growing burden of their debts, & burden in-
creased enormously by the rise in the valoe of money.

kinds of pmpert_‘;;llu::

There has been a great shrinkage in the valoe of man
such as a great rise in the value of the measure of value might be expec

nee.
Owing to the general and continning fall in the valne of prodoce and property
it is being fo safer to hoard money than to use it.

baCﬁ:sequenﬂ;-, it is being withdrawn from cireulation, and accumulates at the
n

Investors, afraid of embarking money in producing articles, which keep falling
in value, compete for gilt-edge securities, which are thus driven up to unprece-
dented prices, and interest falls.

All these cor rary facts are just such as might be expected to follow a great
rise in the value of gold.

PROTECTION OF GOLD.

'l‘humoneta?' changes made have really amounted toa gigantic system of * pro-
tection" of gold. By exclr.t].ntg from free coinage the other precions metal, the old
sannl of gold, the world-old former free competition of the two money metals

th one another has been destroyed. Over the area of many nations silver has
been shut ont artificially from its hitherto principal use, and a monopoly has been
created for the yellow metal. Instead of prices resting, as they formerly did, u
the natural foundation of the joint production of the two precions metals, free

human manipulation, law has now stepped in to exclude one metal and to
prefer and exalt the other.

The world-old standard of valne—the joint mass of the two precious metals—
has thus been tampered with as it never has been in the history of mankind before.
All the nations within the area of this new *'protective' policy have had their
prices artificially forced down nearlg one-half, to the cruel in| u?— of the pmdu.cin&ﬁ
and indobted classes. Those which have continued on the old free lines, and wi
silver as their standard, have continued to enjoy the inestimable blessings of stable
prices, and have been spared in their :fﬁm ture and other industriea the great
lmﬁaﬂggad:rhich wo, in common with all gold-standard countries, have been and
are enduring. :
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EXTENT BY WHICH THIS TAMPERING WITH OUR STANDAED HAS REDUCED PRICES.

The measure of the extent of the fall thus E;‘;dnuad is to be found in the differ-
ent price levels e:iuti;:ig to-dlag in gold standard and silver stan countrie
respectively. The evidence laid before us shows that agricultural produce (an
commodities generally) have been exch bl th the rices for
about the same weight of silver as before the fall began. Of course, each ounce of
this sflver, if mints had not bee ainst it, would have coined into just as

n closed
many coins as ever—coins formerly equally 1{&]&}1 tender with gold.

An ounce of silver coins into about 5 sl ngs. A bushel of wheat to-day
(June, 1897) changes for about an ounce and a half of silver, so that if there were
free coinage the bushel would to-day be worth 7s. 6d. But its price, measured
by gold, is only 3s. 6d. Yes, it will be mﬂliﬁd, but if free coinage were restored

ver would immediately §u up. No doubt it wonld, as measured by gold, and so
rooultll] wheat. The chart has shown us how the two move almost auﬁmtiﬂaﬂy
gat er.

The inferenco seems irresistible that but for the closing of the mints there
would have been no considerable fall at all in the general level of prices. Thia
being so—and we do not see how it is possible to pe from this lusi
is plain that it is the revolutionary new policy of closing the mints that is mainly
respousible for the disastrous depression in agriculture into which we have been
appointed to inquire.

t is true that England herself has made no change in her standard since 18186,
when she chan, it from silver to gold; but the antisilver legislation of the Con-
tinent and the [Tnited States has had just the same effect on prices in England as
if England had joined in that legislation, for the essential change which has taken
place has been an enormous rise in the value (purchasing ggwar of money in all

ld-standard countries, and England is among that number. m 1810 to 1873
ﬂglsnd was saved from feﬁing any hurtful mnu%uanm from changing her
standard from silver to gold, Theaction of France and other nations whose mints
were open to both metals at a fixed ratio kept the two metals linked together as
one. (Gold and silver were undivided parts of one monetary maas.

The $n1d standard was a separate standard only in name. It ia only since the
other Wesatern nations have followed England's example that the separation
between the two metals has become really effective. Since then every fresh act
of preferentinl legislation in favor of gold or of hostility to silver, whether emi-
nating from Berlin, Washington, Parls, Vienna, or Calcutta, has effected the sta-
bility of England's standard, as the lines on the chart plainly show,just as if
emanating from onr own Parliament at Westminster,

It ia the great rise in the value of gold due to the new preferential policy which
has been pursned tow it, by whatever nation, which 18 mainly ms?cmsible for
the phenomenal fall in price levels in all gold-standard countries. Of this there
is the most overwhelming evidence.

DISASTROUS EFFECT OF THE RISE OF GOLD.

TUnder the intlnence of the great and continuing fall in prices thus caused, good
corn-growing lands within 20 miles of London have been driven out of cultiva-
tion, just as Jacob tells ua (see volume 4 of our evidence, Appendix A IX, page
581) the once fertile provinee of Campania, near @, was in anclent times un-
der the inflnence of the long continued fall in prices which accompanied the con-
traction in the Roman supply of the precious metals in the century following the
reign of Augustus.

The contraction which we have been suflering from, unlike that, is not due, as
we have seen, to any natural and unavoidable causes; not, as that was, to anﬁ
failure of the mines; but is entirely owing to human le ht‘ian. interdicting an
restricting the old free use of one of the precious metals. The removal of these
new restrictions and a return to the ancient freedom is therefore the obvions
remedy to the existing depression, the real root of which is the mntinuinf fall in
prices. It is this fall which is the key to the ruinous condition of agriculture.

PREVIOUS AGRICULTURAL DEPRESSION.

The numerona inquiries into the agricnltural depression which was suffered
after 1810 were fruitless as regards benefiting agricnlture. Parliament had for-
bidden the currency part of the question to be dealt with, and, as this was the real
root of the depression then, no dealing with other minor caunses which they conld
recommend could be effective.

Our pred (the Rich d com ), who were appointed in 1879, and
who reported in 1882, were equally unsucceasful. They made several recommen-
dations, most of which have been carried out, but in spite of this we find the in-
dustry now very greatly more depressed than then.

They made no recommendation dealing with the real caunse of the distress, vis,
the fall in prices. That fall and the cor uent suffering of the industry have
become very much more acute now. This is thereal disease. Unless its prog-
reas is arreated there can be no agricultural recovery.

This paper points out the plain and obvious cause of at any rate a ]argegart of
the fall. And unless that canse is dealt with arable cultivation in Great Britain
must steadily diminish.

EXTENSION OF RAILWAYS AND TELEGRAPHS AND CHEAPER CAREIAGE BY SEA
AND LAND.

Some wit have idered that these have had much to do with causing
the fall. There have unquestionably been very great extensions of cmmu:ﬂ![:
easy communication and very great reductions in charges and freights. Of
there is ample evidence.

If the fall in prices had been confined to importing countries, such as Great
Britain, or had been heavier here than in exporting countries, there would have
been much force in the contention that these cheaper facilities accounted for it;
but the evidence given before us shows that the fall in Hﬂcu has been quite as

at in the exporting countries (always excepting the silver-using countries) as
re. The new and increased facilities for sending their produce to foreign mar-
kets might naturally have been expected to tend to raise prices in e‘:purtingtlandn;
but, inasmuch as their prices have fallen as much as ours, it is plain that lower
freights, ete., do not account for the fall. j
o doubt the increased facilities afforded li:ﬂ telegraphs, new railways, and
improved sea carri tend to equalize prices over the world, but they in no-
wil;a;]nemiunt fo;‘nanlﬁ?‘l whic{; extends equally over all gold-standard countries,
whether importing or exporting.

The fall 111; ‘price%n has 111}:1. extst;nded to conntries where silver is standard. Ifit
were due to any of the causes we are now discussing, it is difficult to see why
gilver-standard countries should be exempted from it, as they certainly have been.

CURSE OF AN APPRECIATING STANDARD.

The t disadvantage at which producers in a country with an appreciating
standard of value are placed,in comparison with producers who are fortunate
mo:fh to live where there is a stable standard, has been made very plain in our

in

%inres; the great divergence between gold and silver following u the changes
of 1873 has been in proj s, the producer in a silver country has been able to sell
his luce for less and less gold, still ‘keeging his own price in silver unchanged.

To such an extent has this proceeded that during 1805 wheat from India, for
instance, could be sold here for half a sovereign, while rar.uninﬁ to the Indian
farmer as many silver ru as he would have received prior to 1873 when sell-
hﬁ the same quantity for a whole sovereign. In this extraordinary state of

gs, wherever this Indian wheat has come, to be sold at this reduced price, it

has filled with dis roducers in every gold-standard country. It could
sold at half its oldm;geg. . i eldae

To meet this unnatural competition the continental nations have been driven

to to protect their producers by import duties. But in spite of the duties the
fall has still Brooeeda( » and has ontrun the duties. y

Th tion ol tries like the Argentine Republie, using inconvertible
paper, has been still more formidable to our farmers. Owing to the great depre-

ciation of that money in comparison with gold each sovereign taken here for their
roduce has at times chan into £3 10s ($17.50) of their paper money. Wheat

id down here at 18 shillings a quarter thus returned 63 shillings to them;
and in payment of taxes, labor, rent, ete., in Argentina this paper money
nearly as far as ever. Articles imported from Europe to them have no doubt to
be paid for by them at a much higher rate than before; but, as the Argentina
farmer probably sells fifty times as much as he buys, he is tly advantaged by
this extraordinary state of things. And it is very noticeable that the enormous
imi?m irtl production in Argentina did not begin till after the great rise in the
gold premium.

The competition of Arﬁentlna is no doubt the most formidable which the Brit-
ish farmer has to meet. The greater the gold premium the more formidable is
that competition to him.

Were the old policy of equal treatment of the two metals reverted to, and the
volume of the world's international metallic money so inereased, it would doubt-
less also lessen the gold preminm in Argentina a.ng make it easier for that coun-
try to get upon a metallic basis. Every step in this direction will lessen the
una&undl competition with which farmers in gold-standard countries now have to
contend. r .

The above facts show that appreciating money, such as gold has been lately, is
an enormous discouragement to sgrlm:lmml producers. And they explain why
it is that agriculture in gold-standard countries all over the world is in sore de-

ression, while those with silver as their standard, or with inconvertible paper,

ave eaca]]m]arl.

Again the world is seeing the fact ernfphasixad that expanding money brings
agricultural prosperity and contraction of money depreasion.

And again it is e evidont that the way, and probably the only way, to re-
move the present depression and to replace it by the former msparity is to remove
the new artificial restrictions put npon the full and monetary use of
silver, which restrictions, as we have seen, have been mainly responsible for
bringing the depression into existence. Depression has been caused by ** protec-
tion " and can only be cured by a return to * freedom.” Free mints are the suit-
able companions of free ports. It is very notable how the closing of mints has
stimulated the closing or partial closing of ports. To return to freedom of both
is the better way. ILegislation restricting the former free supply of money has
caused the fall in prices and the agricultural distress, and legislation restoring
that former free supply is the proper and only remedy. : -

The experience of the past affords good réason to believe that the exgnnding
money supply which a return to free coinage would bring with it would be bene-
fleial to all productive industries. Effects similar to those which followed the
expanding monetary supply of the t gold discovery period, it may reasonably
be expected, would follow a return by the prineipal civilized nations to the old free

use ol both the precions metals,
ROBERT LACEY EVERETT.

Mr. HARTMAN. I ask, Mr. Chairman, that the gentleman
may extend his remarks in the RECorbD if he so desires.

Mr. JONES of Washington. Inconnection with that I desireto
print some quotations on the subject connected with my remarks,

Mr. HARTMAN, Oh, inly.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the rg%tggtot the gen-
tleman from Montana? [After a %nnsed] The ir hears none.

Mr. SAYERS. Mr. Chairman, I yield twenty minutes to the
gentleman from Kansas [Mr. SIMPSON].

Mr. SIMPSON of Kansas. My, Chairman, a few hours ago
when we were discussing this bill and the able chairman of the
committee from Illinois [Mr. CANNON]| was discussing that por-
tion of the bill relating to sending representatives to the Paris
Exposition, I, in order to get some information, asked a question
of the gentleman from Illinois, if these nine co ioners were
agpointed, might it not happen that they would be selected for
their wealth instead of their capacity as business men; if it was not
possible that the nine commissioners might be appointed whose
purpose would be to go to Paris for the purpose of getting into
the swim over there, and for social intercourse in order to culti-
vate the acquaintance of some lords and counts, and in order that
th%might work off some of their rich daughters? [Laughter.]

e gentleman from Massachusetts a little later seemed to take
exception to that. His conduct later on seemed to indicate that
he thought I was casting some reflections on him, and he entered
a very earnest protest against anything in the shape of legislation
that wonld seem to discriminate against the millionaire. He rea-
soned in his remarks that they were the most competent men to
intrust with the affairs of the Government and in representing it
abroad, etc. I will read you some of his remarks:

Mr. Chairman, I should like to know what is to be the result in this House
of this eriticism and condemnation and snee and contempt directed to-

any man who in developing this connm'ti. n makinghit rich and pros-
perous, has accumulated himself any part of the wealth which is absolutely
necessary in order to enable him to do this thing which we all want done?

Indicating that the gentleman understands that the wealth of
this country has been developed entirely by millionaires, and if i
was noﬁf,11 for these very rich people we should not have any coun-
try at all.

A Meumeer. What gentleman from Massachusetts are you
speakinﬁf?

Mr. SIMPSON of Kansas. The gentleman from Massachusetts,
Mr. WALKER. Further on he says:

I am utterly ashamed of this tant haran to the effect that no
man can be trusted who has any taxable property; that a man is contem;
ible and mean in proportion to the amount of his tax bills. Itis time
thing were ended.

Indicating that the rich people of this country should occupy
all high positions and represent the people abroad, because they
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are the people that pay the taxes. It is within the knowledge of
everyone here that the rich people of this country are the tax
dodgers; that they arenot the gentlemen that pay the taxes at all.
Go to any large city, and it is the poor widow with her little home
that is in sight, and the man whose pro¥erty is in sight and can
not shift his taxes, that has the burden of taxes in this country.

The gent'eman from Massachusetts is engaged in making shoes
and boots, and he is taxed, I suppose, upon that business; but he
is fortunate in that, because he can shift the taxes onto the fellow
that uses the boots and shoes [1a.u§hter]; g0 in the last analysis
he is not the gentleman that pays the taxes.

Another argument he makes is that these men are fit to hold a
high position because of their intel]jgence; that it is proven by
their ability to accumulate wealth, and that that entitles them to
fill any position. Because a man steals a railroad or wrecks a half
adozen and turns them into the hands of a receiver and makes a
million of dollars, that is very good evidence that he should repre-
sent this nation abroad! Because a man gets control of the oil
fieldsin this country and organizes an oil trust and levies tribute
on every consumer of oil, that is conclusive evidence of his busi-
ness capacity and entitles him to represent the country abroad!
And so on all along the line.

Now, I wondered at first why the gentleman from Massachu-
setts was so sensitive about this matter, and so I thought I would
read his history, written by himself, I presume, in the Congres-
sional Directory. He goes on to tell where he was born, about
his education, and finally he comes down and says:

Was en, d in boot and shoe manufactory until 18587, wht-au he retired

from business in Worcester; established the business of manu g
leather in Chicago, Il11., in 1868, and was until recently a member of the firm
carrying on that business under the firm name of Walker Oakley Company.

‘Well, it occurs to me that perhaps this is a part of the leather
trust. The leather trust has levied a tribute on every consumer
of leather in this country. In my conntry a hide taken off a steer
that sells for a dollar, after it passes through the hands of the
tanner and the leather trust, comes back there and costs $15 or $20.
I do not wonder that the gentleman is sensitive at any suggestion
to take away any special rights or privileges of the millionaires.
Mr. Chairman, the people of this countrg’ are to-day contributin
to the leather trust, and the naked toe of every little rafiged chils
in all the countryis evidence against the extortions of the leather
trust. But that ought not to entitle these men who are enabled
tomanipulate legislation and get special privileges accorded them—
that ought not to establish the fact that th?r are the only ones to
represent this great nation of toilers at the Paris Exposition. On
the contrary, it is abundant evidence that they are the men that
ought not to represent this great people abroad at this Paris Expo-
sition.

Following his record a little farther on, I find that he has been
for many years one of the trustees of Brown University, of New-
ton, Mass., and of the Theological Seminary, etc. I believe it was
the Brown University over which President Andrews presided.
It was President Andrews who (in an unguarded moment, I pre-
sume) said something to indicate that he was in favor of destroy-
ing the mouopolf' of the national banks, of taking away from them
the special privilege of controlling the currency of this country;
and therefore the gentleman from Massachusetts raised his voice
against allowing in a college of that kind, which was instructing
the youth of the country, any utterances in favor of this pernicious
doctrine that the people had any rights—any doctrine which did
not teach that the protected interests of millionaires were the only
ones that should be looked after at Brown University. So thisis
not the first time that the gentleman has made this manly protest
against the * calamity howlers” saying anything against our
wards, the millionaires. [Laughter.

The gentleman, in the course of his remarks here to-day, said
that if this thing goes on there will be a ]iropcsition to draft all
our Congressmen from the poorhouses. I trust we shall never
come to that condition; but it occurs to me that any country or
nation that is producing millionaires on the one hand must nat-
urally produce panpers on the other. And so you will finally
come to a condition where you will be obliged to have a Con-
gress, if you have any at all, of either millionaires or paupers.

As for me, gentlemen, I do not want to be brought to that condi-
tion. I wantto adopt and follow out the line of policy which will
bring us to a hap(]}y medinm—to that condition of government
which Jefferson dreamed of and ho for—a condition, as he
said, where there shall not be extremely poor nor excessively rich,
but a country in which all men shall have equal rights before the
law and equal chances in the race of life. And when we can
establish such a condition, gentlemen, we shall get rid of the
millionaires, and we shall get rid of the paupers to a great extent.

But never can that condition be reached, gentlemen, as long as
this House and legislative bodies generally are granting to certain
classes of citizens special ]grivileﬁs, giving them, for instance, a
¢corner ” on leather, or giving them control of the currency of
the country, or protecting the manufacturing interests to the

detriment of the communities who pay tribute to them. Those
are the things that are raising up millionaires in this country.

‘Why, gentlemen, it is a well-known fact that in all the years
that s veliy existed in this country it never produced a single mil-
lionaire. It is only since the war—since those great commercial
interests have been built up by special privileges at the exﬁ;nae
of the people—that we have produced millionaires, And that is
what I am protesting against. Ordinarily the millionaire is all
right. I do not know that I blame him very much for taking ad-
vantage of the laws which the people have foolishly enacted for
his benefit.

The gentleman from Massachusetts has been an honorable and
useful citizen of this country. He does not belong to that class of
millionaires who, having accumulated wealth, go over to Euro
and spend their time in frivolous dissipation in the midst of the
high-toned society there. He is one who has manfully stood up
on this floor and battled for the interests of his class and his peo-

le. He has set a worthy example to those who, as soon as they
Eave stolen their millions, have gone abroad.

Mr, PERKINS. Mr. Chairman, do I understand that the gen-
tleman from Kansas would prefer to be a pauper rather than a
millionaire? [Laughter.]

Mr. SIM N of Kansas. No; the gentleman ought not toun-
derstand any such thing. But I am frying to discuss a question of
right and wrong, a question in which the interests of the American
?eople are involved, not any question f)ersonnl to myself. What

would like or what I would personally desire ought not to cuf
any figure here when I am acting in my capacity as a legislator.
I am here representing the people who pay tribute to those trusts
and combines every day in the year. I am here as the represent-
ative of the people, to protect them against the encroachments of
the ‘“‘robber barons” of this country, and I will lift my voice
against those trusts and combines at every opportunity. hat I
would like to be cutsno figure, I trust, in a discussion of this kind,
I would not object—I will say this in passing—to being a million-
aire at all. b&ElLaughter.l ) :

I do nof believe there is any use in playing the hﬁocrite abou
that. But I would not want to be a millionaire at the expense
those who toil. That I am not a millionaire is evidence that I
have not the inclination to take advantage of my fellow-men: to
rob and plunder them—to consume the substance of the people in
order that I may become a millionaire.

Mr. PERKINS. And if the gentleman were a millionaire he
would think there was some respectability in that class of our
fellow-citizens?

Mr. SIMPSON of Kansas. I have no doubt I might lend an air
of respectabilitg to thatclass. [Laughter.] The gentleman from
lIowa. m% no doubt recognize this long-felt want. [Renewed

anghter.
lfr. Chairman, as I said before, I have no particular complaint
inst the millionaire as an individual. He but takes advan
of the privileges that we have granted him by law. I would by
the same process—through the medinum of the law—take away
from him these special privileges. For instance, I would take
away from Brother WALKER in his capacity of president of a lar,
bank and as one of the trustees of a savings bank, as I understand,
his share of exercising a monopoly of the currency of the coun
that enables him with others to filch from the people their hard-
earned wages. I would take away from Brother WALKER the
privilege that he exercises, or did exercise through being connected
with the leather trust of this country, of robbing the people who
wear boots and shoes in order that he might become ricg. The
way to remedy these evils is not to complain of the millionaire,
but to arouse and educate the people to a sense of their duty, so
that their representatives coming to Congress will pass more bills
which shall declare ** be it repealed,” not **be it enacted.”

To my mind there is not to-day a trust or any other privileged
body in existence that enables men to combine to plunder the peo-
ple that does not rest upon law—law enacted with the acqui-
escence of the people themselves. Therefore the people are to
blame. Therefore the remedy for the evil is not to find fault with
individuals such as millionaires, but to find fault with the peo-
gla 1«?]:10;;{:1 ignorance olf1 gconomicﬁavgs has Iedfthena to become the

upes of designing politicians, who have conferred special privi-
leges through the exercise of the law-making power. Lgb us,
then, educate the people up to a condition of mind where they
will see how easy it is under our form of government, with the
right to vote and the right to make laws for themselves, to repeal
existing laws under which monopolies and special privileges have
gmt:&l up—to take away the props upon which these things have
rested.

Now, Mr, Chairman, when I began I did not expect to occupy
even this much time, I have entered my protest against the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts, who assumed that I was at war with
millionaires and would deprive them of the opportunity to fill
these i'ﬁge‘itions as commissioners at Paris simply because they

)

are millionaires. I do this because I believe the capacity and the
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the Democratic side.
Massachusetts. Will the gentleman from
Mr. SAYERS, Iyield to the gentleman
man from Kansas [Mr. StMPsON] is ex ingly disturbed about
leather trust. Furthermore, it is my judgment that the leather
quainted with the facts, but knowing nothing about the matter
Mr. Chairman, now a word with reference to my * pedigree,”
country with being incapacitated to fill the positions to which the
a.nythm% about banks and educational institutions. If the gentle-
gatisfied with the modesty of the record.
out of the working people in this country in any industry that
Take any five years, and take the cost of producing the goods
name and nature, during the whole five-year period, at less than
Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Let me say to you that every
ventions have been so rapid, contributed by the millionaire manu-
combinations of plants to reduce the fixed charges to the unit of
have been reduced so fast that the masses of the people have got
damned from morning until night and from night until morning
have been made in manufacturing? From where come the tools
brains of these manufacturers whom you only ridicule, curse, and
try great in the great advance in its material things if not from E:;
aire? You say, ** Does he not do this that he may increase his mil-
rocks which make the soil on which we tread? They investin these
been sold for practically nothing, the original stock, watered stock,
Mr. BARTLETT., Whoare the bondholders? Thesesameman-
They are men who have made money from man turing and
who have their little accumulation, as well as the rich. Our sav-
make no discrimination. I stand on this floor and say to this
hundred, I will restore a hundredfold; and so with all our manu-

faculties that fit a man to become a millionaire unfit him in many
Mr. WALKER o
€ from Massachusetts
[Mﬁ-r .Wﬁl,mm! ten minutes. 2
the * leather trust,” of the existence ofm%gl simply know, but
trust has lost rather than made money by making the combina-
except what I have seen in the papers I am not able to inform the
which ap in the Congressional Directory. I e it very
Speaker had assigned me, and so I extended it a little that I might
ill go back to the Fifty-first Congress I think he will be
Mr. Chairman, I want to say to this House and to the country
sorves the masses of the people for more than thirty years—not
on the first day of that five years, and the masses of the tpeopla
th;a_iy o:.:lost the manufacturer at the beginning of the five-year
A MeMEBER {on the Democratic side).
dollar and every cent of the profit made by manufacturers has
facturers to the masses of the people, in inventions and rearrange-
the thing manufactured, in the fixed charges—the plant and the
their goods at what would be the normal cost to the manufac-
on the other side of this House.
with which yon agriculturists have tilled your soil, halving the
denounce on this floor? From where come your railroads, your
ting into these things the very lives of our manufacturers, {
lions?” I sayyes; but whatis the final resultin thelaw of nature,
things, and their investments first depreciate to a total loss to
and all having been cleaned out and going into the hands of the
nfacturers.
other things, are they? Damn the bondholders? Yes; but the
ings banks, trust companies, insurance companies, that have the
House that yon may search this country through, and if you find
facturers. And again, if there are any laws on the statute

respects to represent a free people in any capacity. [Applauseon
Texas give me ten minutes?

of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, the gentle-
no leather that I was ever interested in was controlled by the
tion. There are men about me whom, I have no doubt, are ac-
House on that subject.
short in the first Congress, and I was twitted therefor all over the
not be twitted with not having filled any positions or knowing
man w
that there has not been one dollar made, taking all ansaged in it,
one cent.
have bonght at retail the goods that have been produced, of every

‘What has become of the

manufacturers?
come out of nature. Let me say to yon, Mr, an, that in-
ments and readjustments of machinery, to lessen cost and in
machinery—these things have been so rapidly improved that prices
turers but for the inventions of these very manufacturers whoare

1 want to ask you whence come these tremendous strides that
labor cost of:your products, unless they have come out of the
street cars; from where come all things that have made this coun-
things which serve the people—the accumulations of the million-
which controls the minds of men as it confrols the abrasion of the
them. You can hardly find a railroad that has not at some time
bondholders.

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Who are the bondholders?
bondholders are made up of the millions of people in this country,
savings of the masses of the people, own most of them, but yon
that I have made one dollar where other people have not made a
that encourage trusts, that assist trusts. that make trusts and do

not point to the destruction of trusts, that give any countenance
to nnrighteous trusts, then why do you not bring in your amend-
ments to those laws? Why do you not ask for their repeal? You
can not put your hand on a single one of them or you would do it.

Mr. GREENE. We have got one bill in here for that purpose.
Will you vote for it?

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Yes, sir; every time; and I
will warrant every man on this gide of the House will vote for it.

Mr. GAINES. Does not the gentleman from Massachusetts
[Mr, WALKER] know the Republicans in the Senate at the last
extra session voted almost, if not quite, as a unit against an anti-
trost amendment to the present tariff law?

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Oh, do not talk to me about
a Senate that you now have and have had and are responsible for.
[Laughter and applause.]

Mr. GAINES. The Republican party have always voted in
favor of trusts.

Mr., WALKER of Massachusetts. Now, look at the attitude of
this man on the other side, who is evidently ready to denounce
me. Why? Because I have contributed something to the devel-
opment of my country. It is not for me to tell on this floor m
doings. I have made no proclamation of them, but I am atta: :
on this floor, and I reply to you now that I have given away to
educate your people down South—put into your educational insti-
tutions—more money than the whole of you Democrats altogether
on that side ever gave to them. [Applause.]

You may go to work and figure up, every man of you, what yon
have contributed to educational institutions in the South, and I
will.show you that for every dollar you have given I have given
two. [Applause.] Now, I am tired of this thing. I have a
right to stand on this floor without being assaulted by the gen-
tleman from Kansas or any other gentleman anywhere else for
my occupation. I stand here in the integrity of an honest life.
You have driven me to this personal statement. Now hide your
heads in shame. [Laughter and applause.]

Mr. SAYERS. I yield ten minutes to the gentleman from Ten-
nessee [Mr, GAINES],

[Mr. GAINES addressed the committee. See Appendix.]

Mr. SAYERS. Mryr. Chairman, as there is a remainder of time
of half an hour, I believe, and no one to address the committee, I
ask unanimous consent that general debate stand closed at 5 o'clock
instead of half t 5.

Mr. CANNON. That is right.

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Texas asks unanimous
consent that debate be now closed. Is there objection? [Aftera

panse.] The Chair hears none.
Mr. CANNON. I would be glad to have the first paragraph

The first paragraph of the bill was read.

Mr. CANNON. Now, Mr. Chairman, I move that the commit-
tee rise.

The motion was agreed to.

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re-
sumed the chair, Mr, PAYNE, Chairman of the Committee of the
‘Whole Honse on the state of the Union, reported that that com-
mittee had had under consideration the bill H. R. 8428, and had
come to no resolution thereon.

SENATE BILLS REFERRED.

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, Senate bills and joint resolution
of the following titles were taken from the S r's table and re-
ferred to their appropriate committees as indicated below:

S. R. 108. Joint resolution providing for the printing of Bul-
letin 19 of the Bureau of Animal Industry, Department of Agri-
culture—to the Commifttee on Printing.

S. 3809, An act to amend **An act providing for public printin
and binding and the distribution of public documents,” approve
January 12, 1895—to the Committee on Printing.

S. 707. An act for the relief of Ames & Detrick, of San Fran-
cisco, in the State of California—to the Committee on Claims.

S. 759. An act for the relief of William H. Crook—to the Com-
mittee on Claims.

8. 1016. An act for the relief of the Atlantic Works, of Boston,
Mass.—to the Committee on War Claims.

S. 622, An act concerning sail vessels of over 700 tons—to the
Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries.

S. 1985. An act granting to the State of Wyoming 50,000 acres
of land to aid in the continuation, enlargement, and maintenance of
the Wyoming State Soldiers and Sailors’ Home—to the Committee
on the Public Lands.

S. 2063, An act to authorize the White and Black River Valley
Railway Company to build a bri across the Black River, in
Arkansas—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com-
merce,

8, 748. An act for the relief of Thomas Guinean, of Oregon—
to the Committee on Claims.
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8. 1149. An act for the relief of Avery D. Babcock and wife, of
Oregon—to the Committee on Claims.

8. 2007. An act to grant to the city of Wilmington, Del,, the use
of certain real estate in said city on which is situated the building
recently occupied for Federal purposes—to the Committee on
Public Buildings and Grounds. :

S. 1446, An act for the relief of William H. Tibbits—to the

Committee on g

8. 1990. An act to require patents to be issued to land actuall
settled under the act entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the arm
occupation and settlement of the unsettled part of the peninsula
of Florida,” approved Angust 4, 1842—to the Committes on the
Public Lands. 3

S. 1945. An act for the relief of Mary A. Coulson, executrix of
Sewell Coulson, deceased—to the Committee on Claims.

S.1166. Anactfor the relief of John L. Rhea, executor of Samuel
Rhea, deceased, and John Anderson, administrator of Joseph R.
Anderson, deceased—to the Committee on War Claims. )

S. 921. An act to regulate the use of the public parks and im-
proved reservations in the District of Columbia under the charge
of the Chief of Engineers of the United States Army—to the Com-
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds.

5. 1865. An act to extend the charter of the Franklin Insurance
Company of the City of Washington—to the Committee on the
District of Columbia.

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn. :

Mr. DANFORD. Pending that motion, I desire to give
notice——

Mr. CANNON. Pending that, no notice can be given.

Mr. MAHANY. Regular order!

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman insists upon the regular
order, the Chair will have to put the motion.

Mr. DANFORD. I trust the gentleman will not object; this is
simply a request.

Tge question was taken; and the motion fo adjourn was
agreed to.

And accordingly (at 5 o'clock and 2 minutes p. m.) the House
adjonrned. :

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION.

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, a letter from the Secretary of
the Treasury, transmitting a copy of a communication from the
Attorney-General submitting a schedule of deficiencies in appro-
?:iaﬁons needed for sun miscellaneous expenses, was n

m the Speaker’s table, referred to the C ttee on Appropri-

ations, and ordered to be printed.

OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS.

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions of the follow-
ing titles were severally re; from committees, delivered to
the Clerk, and refe: to the several Calendars therein named,
as follows:

Mr. CONNOLLY, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to
which was referred the bill of the Hounse (H. R. 7337) for the re-
moval of suits from the courts of the State of Texas to the courts
of the United States in the State of Texas, reported the same with-
out amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 511); which said
bill and report were referred to the House Calendar.

Mr. BOUTELLE of Maine, from the Committee on Naval Af-
fairs, to which was referred House resolution No. 196, reported
in lieu thereof a resolution (House Res. No. 232) directing the
Secretary of the Navy to furnish the House with information
bearing n}mn the establishment of a Government armor plant,
accompanied by a report (No. 514); which said resolution and
report were referred to the House Calendar.

REPORTS

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS.

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions of
the following titles were severally re from committees, de-
livered to the Clerk, and ref to the Committee of the Whole
House, as follows:

. HICKS, from the Committee on Patents, to which was re-
ferred the bill of the House (H. R. 122) for the relief of the heirs
at law of the late Duncan H. Campbell, reported the same with-
out amendment, accompanied ]i):iea report (No. 508); which said
bill and r%%)rt were referred to vate Calendar.

Mr. JETT, from the Committee on War Claims, to which wasre-
ferred the bill of the Senate (S. 809) for the relief of Orin R. Mc-
Daniel, reported the same without amendment, accompanied by a

report (No. 509); which said bill and report were referred to the
Private Calendar.

Mr,FENTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to which
was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 4953) to grant an hon-
orable discharge to T. J. Murphy, reported the same without
amendment, accompanied by a report (No, 510); which said bill
and rt were referred to the Private Calendar.

Mr, E;ROWNLOW,from the Committee on Military Affairs, to
which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 1046) to correct
the military record of James P. McGee, reported the same without
amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 512); which said bill
and report were referred to the Private Calendar.

He , from the same committes, to which was referred the
bill of the House (H. R. 2080) to correct the military record of
Edward P. Jennings, reported the same without amendment, ac-
companied by a report (No. 513); which said bill and report were
referred to the Private Calendar.

Mr. GIBSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, to which
was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 4314) to increase the
pension of Moritz Tschoepe, reported the same with amendment,
accompanied by a report (No. 515); which said bill and report
were referred to the Private Calendar.

Mr. CASTLE, from the Committes on Invalid Pensions. to
which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 3737) granting
an increase of pension to Orlando J. Hopkins, reported the same
with amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 516); which said
bill and report were referred to the Private Calendar,

Mr. DRIGGS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, to
which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 6209) to pension
William Stgfbenson Smith, reported the same with amendment,
accompanied by a report (No. 517); which said bill and report
were referred to the Private Calendar.

Mr. HENRY of Connecticut, from the Committee on Invalid
Pensions, to which was referred the bill of the Senate (S. 666)
granfing an increase of pension to William H. Morgan, reported
the same without amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 518);
which said bill and report were referred to the Private Calendar.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions,
to which was referred the bill of the Senate (8. 139) granting an
increase of pension to Florence W. Buskirk, re%rted the same
without amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 519); which
said bill and report were referred to the Private Calendar.

Mr. GIBSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, to which
was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 5884) for the relief of
Jerome A. Stanton, a sconut and master of transportation in the
Seventh Corps of the armies of the United States, reported the
same with amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 520); which
said bill and report were referred to the Private Calendar,

PUBLIC BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, AND MEMORIALS
INTRODUCED.

Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials
?f 1}-.ha following titles were introduced and severally referred as

ollows:

By Mr, SHAFROTH: Abill (H. R.8488) to grant the arid lands
of the United Stafes to the respective States in which they are sit-
uate—to the Committee on the Public Lands,

B‘f Mr, WHEELER of Alabama: A bill (H. R. 8489) to grant
land to the State of Alabama for the use of the Agricultural and
Mechanical College of Alabama, for negroes, and the State Normal
College, at Florence, Ala.—to the Committes on the Public Lands.

lzﬁ r. POWERS: A bill (H. R. 8490) donating cannon balls
to the city of Burlington, Vt., forusein decoraﬁng%attery Park—
to the Committee on Military irs.

By Mr. OVERSTREET: A bill gi R. 8491) to establish a mili-
tary goﬁst at or near Indianapolis, Ind.—to the Committeeon Mili-

airs.

By Mr. BABCOCK: A bill (H. R. 8528) to authorize the reloca-
tion and rebuilding of a Wntoon bridge across the Mississippi
River at Prairie du Chien, Wis.—to the Committee on Interstate
and Foreign Commerce.

By Mr, HOWARD of Alabama (by request): A bill (H. R. 85%
tAoﬁpl:omote the navigation of the air—to the Committee on Na

airs.

By Mr. GARDNER: A bill (H. R. 8530) in regard to a monu-
mental column fo commemorate the battle of Princeton, and ap-

| propriating $30,000 therefor—to the Committee on the Library.

By Mr. BENNETT: A joint resolution (H. Res. 161) for an in- -
vestigation as regards obstructions in the Niagara River, in the
State of New York—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign

erce.

By Mr. HENDERSON: A joint resolution (H. Res. 162) to re-
vive the grade of lieutenant-general in the United States Army—
to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. COOPER of Texas: A resolution (House Res. No. 230)
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requesting and directing the Committee on Rules to report arule
setting apart a day during the month of Februarg 1898, for the
consideration by the House of Representatives of House bill No.
2812—+to the Committee on Rules.

Also, a resolution (House Res. No. 231) adopted by the Com-
mittee on War Claims requesting a day for the consideration of
House bill No. 2312—to the Committee on Rules.

From the COMMITTEE ON NAVAL AFFAIRS: Aresolution
(House Res. No. 232) directing the Secretary of the Navy to fur-
nish the House with information bearing upon the establishment
of a Government armor plant—to the House Calendar.

By Mr. MAHANY: A memorial of the lagiislature of the State
of New York, for the establishment of a military park along the
Palisades of the Hudson—to the Committes on Military Affairs.

Also. a memorial of the legislature of the State of New York,

testing against any chantie in the postal service or delivery in

e city of New York—to the Committee on the Post-Office and
Post-Roads.

By Mr. HAGER: Amemorial of the legislature of the State of
Iowa, opposing the passage of a railroad pooling bill—to the Com-
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

PRIVATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED.

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills and resolutions of
the following titles were introduced and severally referred as fol-

ows:
By Mr. BOTKIN: A bill (H. R. 8492) granting an increase of
pension to Thomas J. Matlock—to the Comumnittee on Invalid Pen-

gions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8193) for the relief of Sarah E. Baker—to the
Committee on War Claims.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8494) granting a pension to Sarah E. Baker—
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions,

Also, a bill (H. R. 8495) granting a pension to James M. Long—
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8400) granting a pension to William Mec-
Cauley—to the Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. CURTIS of Kansas: A bill (H. R. 8497) granting a pen-
ion to Sarah A. Lyon—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8128) for the relief of Jason J. Jones—to the
Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, a bill (H. R.8499) granting a pension to John W. Brown—
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H.R.8500) for the relief of Regina Mayer—to the
Committee on Claims.

By Mr. DINGLEY: A bill (H. R.8501) for the relief of Corydon
G. Crafts—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R.8502) to correct the military record of William
D. Mears—to the Committee on Milit Affairs.

By Mr. EVANS: A bill (H.R.8503) for the removal of charge
of desertion against Jake Henry, Company K, Thirteenth United
States Colorefa Infantry Volunteers—to the Committee on Military
Affairs.

By Mr. JONES of Washington: A bill (H. R. 8504) for the re-
lief of Edwin O'Shea—to the Committee on Claims,

By Mr. MAHANY: A bill (H. R. 8505) for the relief of John
Finn—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. MERCER: A bill (H. R. 8506) to remove the charge of
desertion from the military record of John P. Henderson, and to
grant him an honorable discharge—to the Committee on Military

Affairs.

By Mr. MOODY: Abill (H. R. 8507) granting a pension to Eliza-
beth B. Manning—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. POWERS: A bill (H. R. 8508) granting a pension to
Marf J. Dwinell, guardian of Emma Button, the insane and
helpless daughter of Jonathan Button. late of Company K, Sec-
rf Vermont Volunteers—to the Committee on Invalid Pen-
gions.

By Mr. PUGH: A bill (H. R. 8509) for the relief of M. H.
Johns—to the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. RICHARDSON: A bill (H. R. 8510) removing the
charge of desertion from the record of Jordon H. Moore, Tenth
Tennessee Infantry—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. SIMS: A bill (H. R. 8511) to pension Robert M. Reed—
to t{e Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8512) to remove charge of desertion against
John Riggs, and to grant him an honorable discharge—to the
Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. SMITH of Kentucky: A bill (H. R. 8513) for the relief
of t{le estate of R. Colvin, deceased, late of Taylor County, Ky.
for supplies and stores taken b{:he military forces of the Unit.eé
States during the war of the rebellion—to the Committee on War
Clai

aims.
Also, a bill (H. R. 8514) for the relief of Merril Denham—to the
Committee on Claims.

By Mr. SPRAGUE: A bill (H. R. 8515) to increase the pension
of William H. Savage—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. SUTHERLAND: A bill (H. R. 8516) to correct the
Iﬁ&htm’y record of John Minohan—to the Committee on Military

airs.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8517) for the relief of Josephus Merritt—to
the Committee on Invalid Pensions,

Mr. WHEELER of Alabama: A bill (H. R. 8518) for the relief
of J. R. B. Eldridge, of Madison County, Ala.—to the Committee
on War Claims.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8519) for the relief of Francis Wilkes, of Lau-
derdale County, Ala.—to the Committee on War Claims,

Also, a bill (H. R. 8520) to pension C, C. Sheets—to the Commit-
tee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8521) for the relief of the estate of A. J. Pea-
cock, deceased, late of Jackson County, Ala.—to the Committee
on War Claims.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8522) for the relief of Theophilus C. Green-
hill, of Franklin County, Ala.—to the Committee on War Claims.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8523) for the relief of John B. Boggs, of Lau-
derdale County, Ala.—to the Committee on War Claims,

Also, a bill (H. R, 8524) to reimburse Dew M. Wisdom—to the
Committee on Claims.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8525) for the relief of John T. Lehman, of
Launderdale County, Ala.—to the Committee on War Claims,

Also, a bill (H. R. 8526) for the relief of the estate of Vincent
Armstead, deceased, late of Lauderdale County, Ala.—to the Com-
mittee on War Claims.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8527) for the relief of William A. Watkins, of
Lauderdale County, Ala.—to the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. BROWNLOW: A bill (H, R. 8531) for the relief of
William Buttery—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8532) to correct the military record of Henry
C. Coleman—to the Committes on Military Affairs.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8533) to correct the military record of Rob-
ert B. Williams—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, a bill (H, R. 8534) tocorrect the military record of Daniel
W. Ellis—to the Committee on Military Affairs,

Also, a bill (H. R. 8535) granting a pension to George W.
Gabey—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8536) for the relief of the estate of William
J. Middleton—to the Committee on War Claims.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8537) for the relief of Samuel Babb—to the
Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8538) for the relief of John G. Brown—to
the Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8539) for the relief of Joshua Richardson—to
the Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, a bill (H. R. 8540) for the relief of Oscar Heath—to the
Committee on Military Affairs.

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows:

By Mr. BABCOCK: Papers to accompany House bill No. 6162,
to remove the charge of desertion against Robert V. Hancock—to
the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. BARNEY: Resolution of the Milwaukee Chamber of
Commerce, in favor of an international American bank—to the
Committee on Banking and Currency.

Also, resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of Milwaunkee,
Wis., relative to the suppression of ticket scalping—to the Com-
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

By Mr. BARTHOLDT: Protest of the Trades Assembly of Kan-
sas City, Mo., against the passage of the bill prohibiting ticket
brokerage—to the Committeeon Interstateand oreign Commerce.

Also, petition of the Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of
St. Lonis, Mo., in suiaport of certain bills now pending in the
House, known as bills relating to labor, etc.—to the Committee
on Labor.

Also, petition of manufacturing concerns of Kansas City, Mo.,
for the improvement of the Mississippi River—to the Committee
on Levees and Improvements of the Mississippi River.

By Mr. BARTLETT: Resolutions of the Macon (Ga.) Chamber
of Commerce, in favor of the passage of the anti-scalping ticket
bill—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

Also, petition of Malinda S. Persons, of Upson County, Ga.,
asking reference of her claim to the Court of Claims—to the Com-
mittee on War Claims.

Also, petition of Margaret Wall, of Henry County, Ga., request-
ing reference of her claim to the Court of Claims under act of
March 8, 1888—to the Committee on War Claims, i

By Mr, BELDEN: Two Npeﬁtions of William D. Douglas and
125 citizens of Syracuse, N. Y., favoring the enactment of legis-

lation to more effectually restrict immigration and prevent the
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admizsion of illiterate, pauper, and criminal classes to the United
States—to the Committee on Immigration and Naturalization.

By Mr. BELENAP: Papers to acoompang House bill No. 1843,
to correct and amend the military record of Capt. Alex. McDonald,
of Company I, Seven'eenth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry—to the
Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. BINGHAM: Petition of W. T. Timmons, jr., and citi-
"zens of Philadelphia, Pa., praying for the enactment of legislation
restricting immigration—to the Committee on Immigration and
‘Naturalization.

f va Mr. BRUMM: Petition of citizens of Schuylkill County, Pa.,
in favor of legislation to more effectually restrict immigration
and prevent the admission of illiterate, pauper, and criminal
classes to the United States—to the Committee on Immigration
and Naturalization.

By Mr. BULL: Resolution of the New England Milk Producers’
Union, relative to the Interstate Commerce Commission—to the
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

By Mr. CATCHINGS: Resolution of Company A, Third In-
fantry, National Guard of Mississippi, favoring the passage of
House bill No. 2876, to promote the efficiency of the militia—to
the Committee on the Militia.

By Mr. CONNELL: Petition of the Methodist Preachers’ Meet-
ing, of Scranton, Pa., praying for the enactment of legislation
substituting voluntary arbitration for railway strikes—tothe Com-
mittee on Labor.

By Mr. CONNOLLY: Petition of Cigar Makers’ Local Union,
No. 38, of Springfield, Ill., against the passage of the bill c‘thibit-
iélog ticket brokerage—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign

minerce.

Also, ga to accompany House bill No. 8336, relating to the
(:Al-séin} of illiam D. Kurfiss—to the Committee on Military
airs.

By Mr. CURTIS of Kansas: Petition of the United Presbyterian
Congregation of Lyndon, Kans., for the passage of a bill to pro-
hibit the sale and manufacture of intoxicating lignors—to the
Committee on Alcoholic Liquor Traffic.

By Mr. DAVIDSON of Wisconsin: Resolution of the Chamber
of Commerce of Milwaukee, Wis., in favor of House bill No. 5359,
known as the Loud postal bill—to the Committee on the Post-
Office and Post-Roads.

Also, resolution of the Chamber of Commerce of Milwaukee, in
favor of the establishment of an international American bank—to
the Committee on Bankin, cﬁl:l];:ld Currency.

Also, resolution of the ber of Commerce of Milwankee, in
favor of the completion of the Nicaragua Ship Canal—to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

Also, resolution of the Chamber of Commerce of Milwaukee, in
favor of the p of the so-called anti-scalping ticket bill—to
the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

Also, resolution of the Cigar Makers’ Union, No. 3829, of Fond
du Lac, Wis., favoring the g‘assage of the Lodge bill—to the Com-
mittee on Immigration and Naturalization.

Also, resolutions of companies D, E, F, and H, of Ripon, Fond
du Lac, Oshkosh, and itowoe, of the Wisconsin National
Guard, in favor of the of House bill No. 2876, to promote
the efficiency of the militia—to the Committee on the Militia.

By Mr. DINGLEY: Protest of F. B. Nichols and 106 citizensof
Batg, Me., againstthe passage of the Lound postal bill—to the Com-
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.

By Mr. DOLLIVER: Petitions of the Friday Club of Jefferson,
Iowa, and Mrs. J. B. Lower and others, of Scranton, Iowa, favor-
L.gi; the passage of a bill to prohibit the sale of liquors in the Capi-

and all Government buildings, and for other purposes—to the
Committee on Aleoholic Liguor Traffic.

By Mr. ELLIOTT: Protestof J. B. Steele and citizens of George-
town, 8. C., inst the anti-scalping bill—to the Committee on
Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

By Mr. FARIS: Petition of Xerxes C. Sparks and citizens of
Terre Haute, Ind., in favor of legislation to more effectually re-
strict immigration and prevent the admission of illiterate, pauper,
and criminal classes to the United States—to the Committee on
Immigration and Naturalization.

By Mr. FLETCHER: Resolutions of the Minneapolis Board of
Trade, in favor of improving St. Joseph and Benton harbors,
Michigan—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors.

By Mr. GARDNER: Petition of citizens of Riverside, N, J.,
favoring the enactment of legislation to more effectually restrict
immigration and prevent the admission of illiterate, pauper, and
criminal classes to the United States—to the Committee on Immi-
gration and Naturalization.

Also, resolution of Moorestown Grange, No. 8, Patrons of Hus-
bandry, of Moorestown, N. J., inst the giving away of public
lands—to the Committee on the Public Lands.

Also, petition of Thompson B. Peance and others in the Gov-
ernment Life-Saving Service, asking Congress to enact legislation

for the relief and support of those of the service who are enfeebled
by age or disabled by accident—to the Committee on Pensions.

Also, petition of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of
Tuckerton, N. J., asking for the passage of a bill to forbid the
sale of intoxicating beverages in all Government buildings—to
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.

Also, petition of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union of
Tuckerton, N. J., praying for the enactment of legislation pro-
hibiting interstate gambling by telegraph, telephone, or other-
wise—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

Also, petition of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of
Tuckerton, N. J., in favor of the passage of the Broderick bill to
raise the age of protection for girls to 18 years in the District of
Columbia and the Territories—to the Committee on the District
of Columbia.

By Mr. GIBSON: Petition of Abigail Herrin, of Silver Point,
Tenn,, for a pension—to the Committes on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts: Petition of the Woman's
Christian Temperance Union of Hampden County, Mass., for the

assage of a bill to further protect the first day of the week in the
- i tﬁct of Columbia—to the Committee on the District of Co-
umbia.

Also, petition of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of
Hampden County, Mass., for the passage of a bill to prohibit the
sale of lignors in Government buildings—to the Committee on
Public Buildings and Grounds.

By Mr. GRAFF': Petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper-
ance Union of Lacon, Ill., in fayor of legislation to protect State
anti-cigarette laws by providing that cigarettes imported in
original packages on entering any State shall become subject to
its laws—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

Also, petition of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of
Lacon, 111., praying for the enactment of legislation to substitute
EOIE:rer arbitration for railway strikes—to the Committee on

abor.

Also, petition of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union of
Lacon, 1l1., praying for the enactment of legislation to raise the
age of protection for girls to 18 years in the District of Columbia
and the Territories—to the Comimittee on the District of Columbia.

Also, petition of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union of
Lacon, Ill., to prohibit the sale of intoxicating bevera in all
Government buildings—to the Committee on Public Buildingsand
Grounds.

Also, petition of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union of
Lacon, Ill., praying for the gassa.ge of a bill to prohibit interstate
transmission of pictures and descriptions of prize fights—to the
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

Also, 1],iel::iti(m of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of
Lacon, 111., praying for the enactment of legislation prohibiting
interstate gambling by belegn;?h. telephone, or otherwise—to the
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

By Mr. HAGER: Petition of citizens of Pottawattamie and
Shelby counties, Iowa, against the passage of any bill permitting
railroad pooling—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign
Commerce.

Also, resolution of the Council Bluffs (Iowa) Medical Associa-
tion, protesting against the passage of Senate bill 1552, known as the
anti-vivisection bill—tothe Committee on the District of Columbia.

Also, petition of citizens of Council Bluffs, Iowa, in favor of
the passage of the anti-scalping ticket bill—to the Committee on
Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

By Mr. HENDERSON: Resolutions of the Twenty-seventh gen-
eral assembly of Towa, opposing the railroad pooling bill—to the
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

By Mr. HICKS: Memorial and suggestions of Dr. G. B. Hotch-
kin, of Altoona, Pa., concerning: First, Government ownershi
of patents; second, the Patent Office as trustee for inventors; third,
Government appraisers to assess royalties, etc.—to the Committee
on Patents.

Also, memorial of Valley Grange, No. 878, signed by Alex. Cole-
man, master, and Dillie Cober, secretary, praying for a separate
listing of land and improvement values of real estate in the next
census—to the Committee on Appropriations.

By Mr. JONES of Washington: Petition of J. J. Brumbach,
L. A. Loomis, and other citizens of Ilwaco, Pacific County, Wash.,
favoring the enactment of legislation to more effectually restrict
immigration and prevent the admission of illiterate, pauper, and
criminal classes to the United States—to the Committee on Immi-
gration and Naturalization.

By Mr. LENTZ: Pager to accompany House bill for the relief
of David Parrott—to the Committee on Military Affairs,

Also, paper in support of House bill for the relief of George S.
Spurgeon—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions,

Also, petition of the Young People’s Christian Union of Rey-
noldsburg, Ohio, favoring the passage of a bill to prohibit thesale
of liguors in the Capitol and all Government buildings, and for
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oGtTher pdurpoees—to the Committee on Public Buildings and
Onunds.

By Mr. LYBRAND: Petition of 100 citizens of Benton Ridge,
Hancock County, Ohio, favoring the (_Paaaage of a bill that will more
effectnally restrict immigration and prevent the admission of the
illiterate, criminal, and panper classes—to the Committee on Im-

igration and Naturalization.

%y Mr. McCALL: Petitions of citizens of Montpelier, Vt., and
Lebanon, N. H., for the passage of the monetary commission bill—
to the Committee on Banking and Currency.

By Mr. McCLEARY: Letter of the Endeavor Society of Breek
School, Wilder, Minn., asking for the passage of a bill to forbid
the sale of infoxicating beverages in all Government buildings—to
the Committee on Alcoholic Liquor Traffic.

By Mr. McDOWELL: Sundry petitions of citizens of Dennison,
Uhrichsville, and vicinity, in the State of Ohio, in favor of legis-
lation to more effectually restriet immigration and prevent the
admission of illiterate, pauper, and criminal classes to the United
States and the speedy of the Lodge bill—to the Committee
on Immigration and Naturalization.

By Mr. MERCER: Petitions of the Pern Woman's Christian
Temperance Union, of Nemaha County, Nebr.; Red Ribbon Club
of Lincoln, Nebr., and the State Normal School of Nebraska, pray-
ing for the enactment-of legislation to protect State anti-cigarette
laws by providing that cigarettes imported in original packaﬂ
on entering any State shall become subject to its laws—to
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce,

Also, resolutions of the Omahba Central Labor Union, in opposi-
tion to the so-called anti-scalping bill—to the Committee on Inter-
state and Foreign Commerce.

Also, petition of Dumbarton Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church,
of Washington, D. C., urging the passage of a bill to prohibit the
sale of liquors in Government buildings—to the Committee on
Public Buildings and Grounds.

Also, resolutions of the board of county commissioners of Deuel
County, Nebr., in favor of resurveying the townships in said
counfy—to the Committee on the Public Lands.

By Mr. MILLER: Petition of Joseph Rice and 26 others, W. E.
‘Wishon and 20 others, Rev. G. M. Weiner and 30 others, D. E,
Mathews and 55 others, all of Huntington; F. D. Stewart and 25
others, of Raven Rock; James A. Poteet and 535 others, of Bar-
boursville, State of West Virginia, in favor of legislation to more
effectually restrict immigration and prevent the admission of illit-
erate, pauper, and criminal classes to the United States—to the
Committee on Immigration and Naturalization.

By Mr. MIERS of Indiana: Paper to accompany House bill to
correct the military record of Jacob Reinhardt—to the Commit-
tee on Military Affairs.

Also, ptg)er to accompany House bill to correct the military |
record of

anford Graham—to the Committee on Military Affairs,

Also, paper to accompany House bill to increase the pension of
J. W. Buntinﬁ—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. NORTHWAY: Petitions of Flag of Our Union Council
No. 160, Junior Order United American Mechanics, and citizens o
Ravenna, Ohio; E. T. Baker and 24 citizens of Andover; E. V.
Hill and 25 citizens of Ashtabula County, Ohio, in favor of the
enactment of legislation which will more effectually restrict im-
migration and prevent the admission of illiterate, pauper, and
criminal classes to the United States—to the Committee on Immi-
gration and Naturalization,

By Mr. OTEY: Petition of Osceola Lodge, No. 47, Knights of
Pythias, of Roanoke, Va., indorsing House lbi].l No. 6468, mﬁg
for a lease of public land from the Government for the blish-
ment of a national Pythian sanitarinm—to the Committee on the
Public Lands.

By Mr. OTJEN: Resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of
Milwaukee, Wis., indorsing the Loud tal-reform bill—to the
Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 8.

By Mr. PAYNE: Petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper-
ance Union of Port Byron, N. Y., praying for the enactment of
legislation to protect State anti-cigarette laws by providing that
cigarettes imported in original packages on entering any State
ghall become subject to its laws—to the Committee on Interstate
and Forei%’n Commerce.

By Mr. PITNEY: Petition of Lizzie Leslie and 21 citizens of
Batler; also sundry petitions of citizens of Rockaway, ngﬂ,
Madison, Hamburg, and other towns, all in the State of New Jer-
sey, favoring the enactment of legislation which will more effﬁ;f
tually restrict immigration and prevent the admission of illiterate,
pauper, and criminal classes to the United States—to the Com-
mittee on Immigration and Naturalization.

Also, ﬁtition of the Woman'’s Christian Temperance Union of
Butler, N. J., praying for the enactment of legislation to protect
State anti-cigarette laws by providing that cigarettes imported in
original packages on enterin&lanf State shall become subject to its
laws—to ﬂt:li?;i Comr?r;gae ]?fet e 'utd:cmry. =

Also, petitiong of the hodis churches o
sunna and Waagington, N. J., pra; lsg)tp:lhe enw}ﬁ:.enﬁ: %El ﬁ

islation prohibitingointemte gambling by telegraph, telephone, or
otherwise—tothe Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce,

Also, petitions of the Methodist Episcopal churches of Succa-
sunna and Washington, N. J., in favor of the passage of the
Broderick bill to raise the age of protection for girls to 18 years
in the District of Columbia and the Territories—to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

Also, petitions of the Methodist Episcopal churches of Succa-
sunna and Washington, N. J., asking for the passage of a bill to
forbid the sale of intoxicating beverages in all Government build-
ings, and for other purposes—to the Committee on Aleoholic
Liquor Traffic.

y Mr. POWERS: Papers to accompany House bill granting a
pension to Mary J. Dwinell, guardian of Emma Button——tonghe
Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, petition of the Jericho (Vt.) Literary Society, asking for
the age of a bill to forbid the sale of intoxicating beverages in
all Government buildings, and for other purposes—to the Commit-
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds.

By Mr, ROBINSON of Indiana: Petition of Dr. G. W.McCaskey,
of ¥ort Wayne, Ind., protesting against the passage of the bill
restricting vivisection—to the Committee on the District of Co-

lumbisa.

By Mr. ROBBINS: Two petitions of citizens of Redbank Town-
ship, Armstrong County, Pa., and citizens of Scottdale, Pa., in
favor of legislation to more effectnally restrict immigration and
prevent the admission of illiterate, pauper, and criminal classes to
the United States—to the Committee on Immigration and Natu-
ralization.

By Mr. SHOWALTER: Petition of the Junior Order United
American Mechanics and citizens of Clarksville, Mercer County,
Pa., favoring the enactment of legislation to more effectually re-
strict immigration and prevent the admission of illiterate, pauper,
and criminal classes to the United States—to the Committee on

hnmj\g?tion and Naturalization,

By Mr. SHERMAN: Petition of the board of managers of the
Methodist Elf)iscoPal Orphanage of Philadelphia, Pa., in favor of
the passage of a bill to suppress ticket brokerage—to the Commit-
tee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

By Mr. STARK: Protest of L. W. Goodrich and 19 other citi-
zens of Fairbury, Nebr., against the passage of a general bank-
ruptey bill—to the Committee on the Judiciary. —

10, resolution of the Labor Federation of Omaha, Nebr., pro-
testing against the passage of the so-called anﬁ-scaﬁping ticket
bill—to Committee on Interstate und Foreign Commerce.

Also, pa?ers to wcompanfv House bill No. 5803, to increase the
E:mnon of Rollin Tyler, of Odell, Nebr.—to the Committee on

valid Pensions.

By Mr. STEWART of Wisconsin: Resoluticn of the Milwaukee
Chamber of Commerce, in favor of legislation prohibiting ticket
scalping—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce,

By Mr, STRODE of Nebraska: Petition of the faculty of Cotenr
University, of Nebraska, for the enactment of legislation to pro-

tect State anti-ei tte laws by providing that cimttan jm-

ported in ori packages on entering any State become

Enb;oct to its laws—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign
ommerce.

By Mr. TALBERT: Petition of citizens of Langley, 8. C., in
favor of legislation to more effectually restrict immigration and
prevent the admission of illiterate, pauper, and criminal classes
to the United States—to the Committee on Immigration and
Naturalization.

By Mr. TERRY: Communication of Allen N, Johnson, of Little
Rock, Ark., asking for investigation and report as to the effect of
irrigation in the volume of water in the Arkansas River—to the
Committee on Rivers and Harbors.

By Mr. WADSWORTH.: Petitions of the Woman's Christian
Temperance unions of Ridge Road, Middleport, Ransomyille, Ol-
cott, Wilson, North Ridge, Dickersonville geport, and Niag-
ara Falls Station, N. Y., for the passage of a bill to protect State
anti-cigarette laws by providing that cigarettes imported in origs
inal packages on entering any State shall become subject to i
laws—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

By Mr. WANGER: Four petitions of Isaiah Branin and others
of Abington, Joseph M. Rutherford and others of Willow Grove,
Elias Detwiler and others of Weldon and vicinity, C. H. Yates
and others of Bucks County, all in Pennsylvania, in favor of leg-
islation to more effectually restrict immigration and prevent the
admission of illiterate, pauper, and criminal classes to the United
States—to the Committee on Immigration and Naturalization.

By Mr. WEYMOUTH: Petition of 75 citizens of Natick, Mass.,
in favor of the enactment of legislation which will more effect-
ually restrict immigration and prevent the admission of illiterate,
pauper, and criminal classes to thc United States—to the Com-
mittee on igration and Naturalization.

By Mr. W LER of Alabama: Petition of Mrs. Susan A,
gﬂg, of Lauderdale County, Ala., asking reference of her claim
o Court of Claimg—to the Committee on War Claims,
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