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1896. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SENATE. 6365 
PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following 
titles were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. HALL: A bill (H. R. 9436) granting an increase of pen­
sion to Robert H.. Metcalf-to the Committee on Invalid Pension.s. 

By Mr. HARRIS: A bill (H. R. 9437) to grant an honorable dis­
charge to Dewitt C. Nash-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9438) granting a pension to Joseph Harris­
to the Coiil1Illttee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. KULP: A bill (H. R. 9439) to reimburse M. A. Wil­
liams-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. LEWIS: A bill (H. R. 9440) granting increase of pension 
to Cyrus Allen-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: A bill (H. R. 9441) for the relief of 
estate of Alice Hardaway, deceased, late of Benton County, Miss.­
to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 94.42) for the relief of the estate of Susan· L. 
Hardaway, deceased, late of Benton County, Miss.-to the Com­
tnittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SOUTHARD: A bill (H. R. "9443) for the relief of Frank 
Wenzel-to the Committee on Claims. 

the two Houses on .certain amendments of the Senate to the bill 
(H. R, 7664) making appropriations for sundry civil expenses of 
the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, and for 
other purposes; recedes from its disagreement to the amendment 
of the Senate numbered 16, and agrees to the same; further in­
sists upon its disagreement to the amendments numbered 2, 3, 4, 
6, 7, 8, 13, 15, and 17 to the bill; asks a further conference with the 
Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and 
had appointed Mr. CANNON, .Mr. IIAINER of Nebraska, and Mr. 
SAYERS managers at the conference on the part of the House. 

The message further announced that the House had passed a 
bill {H. R. 9253) to amend an act approved August 19, 1890, entitled 
"An act to adopt regulations for preventing collisions at sea"; in 
which it requested the concuiTence of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the House had passed a con­
current resolution authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to 
resume work upon and to issue patents to the Union Pacific Rail­
ro~d Company without delay to all lands which have been sold by 
said company to bona fide purchasersJ etc.; in which it requested 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message further. announced that the Speaker of the House 
PETITIONS, ETC. had signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petition.s and papers sign.ed by the Vice-President: 
w-ere laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows: A bill (H. R. 2) disposing of two condemned cannon; 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Californ.ia: Petition of citizens of Sacra- A bill (H. R. 2947) increasing the pension of Daniel D. Jen-
mento, Cal.; also of Grass Valley, Cal., praying that religious pub- n.ings, late of Company C, .Sixty-fifth Ohio Volunteers; 
lications be given every advantage of the act of Congress of July A bill (H. R. 6249) making appropriations for current and con.-
16, 1894, in transmission through the mails-to the Committee on ti:r;tgent ~xpe~es of t~e India~ De~artment and fulfilling treaty 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. stipulati-ons With varwus Ind1an tribes for the fiscal year ending 

Also, petition of R. M. and A. C. Folger, of Bridgeport, Cal., June 30, 1897, and for other purposes; 
for favorable action on House bill No. 4566, to amend the postal A bill (H. R. 7542) making appropriations for the naval service 
laws relating to second-class matter-to the Committee on the · for the .fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, and for other purposes; 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. · and 

Also, petition of citizens of Stockton, Cal., favoring the passage A bill (H. R. 8383) to establish a site for the erection of a peni-
of House bill No. 2626, for the protection of ~o-ricultural staples tentiary on the military reservation at Fort Leavenworth, Kans., 
by an export bounty-to the Committee on Ways and Means. · and for other purposes. 

By Mr. LEWIS: Petition of Cyrus Adams, signed by J. J. Mr. VEST. A bill has been sent from the other House in regard 
Ferry and other citizens of Kentucky, for a pension-to the Com- to maritime regulations. It is very important. A similar bill 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. was unanimously reported by the Uommerce Committee of the 

By Mr. McCLEARY of Minnesota: Resolutionsofthe Mankato Senate and is now upon the Calendar. It will not take amomen.t, 
(Minn.) Board of Trade, opposing House bill No. 8536 and Senate I think, to pass this House bill. 
bill No. 2967, proposing amendments to the interstate-commerce Mr. HALE. I call for the regular order. I ask the Senator to 
law-to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. wait until the morning business is through. 

By Mr.- PUG-H: Papers to accompany House bill No. 2454, for The VICE-PRESIDENT. The regular order is called for. 
the relief of Allen Maze-to the Committee on Military Affaixa. Petitions and memorials are in order. 

SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, June 10, 1896. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 
On motion of Mr. FAULKNER, and byrmanimousconsent the 

reading of the Journal of yesterday's proceedings was dispe~sed 
with. 

MESSAGE FROM '!'HE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the following bills: • 

A bill (S. 2783) to establish a life-saving station on the coast of 
New Hampshire or Massachusetts between the Hampton and the 
Merrimac rivers; 

A bill (S. 2412) to make the city of Santa Barbara, county of 
Santa Barbara, State of California, a subport of entry; . 

A bill (S.2490) to authorize the Secretary of War to improve 
and maintain the public roads within the limits of the national 
park at Gettysburg, Pa.; 

A bill (S. 2859) changing the time for holding circuit court of 
the United States at Hartford, in the district of Connecticut, and 

A bill (S. 2978) to provide an American register for the steamer 
Menemsha. 

The message also announced that the House had agreed to the 
report of the committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendments of the House of Representa­
tives to t1:_le bill (S. 2928~ to extend the routes of the Eckington 
and Soldiers' Home Railway Company and of the Belt Railway 
Company of the District of Columbia, and for other pm·poses. 

The message further announced that the House had agreed to 
the amendment of the Senate numbered 1 to the bill (H. R. 9409) 
making appropriations to supply deficiencies in the appropriations 
for the expenses of the House of Representatives, and for other 
purposes, for the fiscal year 1896, and disagreed to the amendment 
of the Senate numbered 2 to the bill. 

The message also announced that the House had ao-reed to the 
report of the committee of con.ference on the disagre~ing votes of 

PETITION. 

Mr. TELLER presented a petition of sundry citizens of Gun­
nison, Colo., praying for the en.actment of legislation to amend 
the postal laws relating to second-class mail matter_, and also to 
reduce letter postage to 1 cent per half ounce; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HAL.E, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 3257) donating condemned cannon and 
cannon balls to the Idaho Soldiers' Home, Boise City, Idaho re-
ported it without amendment. ' 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 7777) to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to furnish 
condemned cannon to Fort Thomas, Ky., reported it without 
amendment. · 

He also. from the same committee1 to whom was referred th-e 
bill (S. 3234) donating condemned cannon and cannon. balls to the 
O~o Soldiers and Sailors' Home, Erie County, Ohio, reported it 
Without am~ndment. 

1\Ir. BERRY, from the Committee on Private Land Claims to 
w?-om was referred th~ bill (S. 1624) to quiet title an.d possession 
WI~h 1·e;Spect to certain un.c<:mfirmed and located private land 
claims m the State of Lomsiana, rep_orted it with amendmen.ts · 
and submitted a report thereon. ' 

CIVIL SERVICE AND RETRENCHMENT C{l:MJdiTTEE HEARINGS. 

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee to Audit and Control 
the Contingent Expenses of the Senate, to whom was refened the 
!eso~ution submitted by Mr. PRITCH.A.RD April13, 1896, reported 
It Without amendment, as follows: 

Ref!Olved, That the Committee on Civil Service and Retrenchment be au­
thoriZed to employ a stenographer to report hearings before it the expense 
thereof to be paid ~mt of ~he contingent fund of the Senate, and to have the 
notes of snch hearmgs prmted for the use of the committee. 

1\I.r. GALLINGER. I ask that the resolution be n.ow considered. 
The Senate, by unan.imous con.sent, proceeded to con.sider the 

resolution. 
Mr. GALLINGER. I will state that the Committee on Civil 

Service and Retrenchment has acted under the resolution and the 
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expenditure has alreadybeen made. The amountinvolvedisvery 
trifling, I 

111r. VEST. I should like to know from the Senator from Maine 
why he called for the regular order upon another bill and now 
does not demand it. 

Mr. HALE. I intend to call for the regular order on everything, 
and I have asked the Chair to enforce the regular order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. When Senators request unanimous 
consent for the consideration of a bill or resolution the Chair sub­
mits the request to the Senate. The Chair recognized the Senator 
from Missouri, but objection was made. The question is on agree­
ing to the resolution reported by the Senator from New Hampshire. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. ALLISON submitted the following report: 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 

certain amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 7664) making appro­
priations for sundry civil expenses of the Government for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1897, and for other purposes, having met, after full and free 
conference have agreed torecommend and do recommend to their respective 
Houses as follows: 

That the Senate recede from its amendments numbered 32, 61,124, and 161. 
That the House recede from its disagre!'ment to the amendments of the 

Senate numbered 122,148, and 147, and agree to the same. 
That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the 

Senate numbered 109, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: 
.. In lieu of the matter inserted by said amendment insert the following: 'To 
enable the Government to take official part in the international exhibition to 
be held at Brussels, Belgium, during the year 1897, Si).OUO: Provided, That no 
expenditure exceeding this anpropriation shall be made or liability incurred, 
and no person shall be paid-salary or compensation therefrom;'" and the 
Senate agree to the same. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the Sen­
ate numbered 123, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: "In 
lieu of the sum proposed, insert ' ~' "; and on page 67 of the bill, in line 14 
strike out the word "six" and insert in lien thereof the word" five"; and 
the Senate a~ree to the same. 

The co=ttee of conference have been unable to agree upon the amend-
ments of the Senate numbered 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 13, 15, and 11. 

W. B. ALLISON, 
EUGENE HALE, 
A. P. GORMAN, 

Managers on the pat·t of the Senate. 
J. G. CANNON. 
JOSEPH D. SAYERS, 

Managm·s on the part of the House. 
The report was concurred in. 
Mr. ALLISON. I move that t.he Senate still further insist upon 

its amendments numbered 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 13, 15, and 17, and agree to 
the conference asked b)· the House of Representatives. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. ALLISON. In this connection I desire to state that these 

amendments 1·elate wholly to public buildings. The House hav­
ing receded by a vote of that body upon one of the amendments, 
I take it for granted that we shall have no trouble in dealing with 
the remainder. 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
appoint the eonferees on the part of the Senate at the further con­
ference; and Mr. ALLISON, Mr. HALE, and Mr. GORMAN were ap~ 
pointed. · 

DEFICIENCIES IN APPROPRIATIONS. 
Mr. HALE. I ask that the action of the House of Representa­

tives on the special deficiency appropriation bill be laid before the 
Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the action of 
the House of Representatives, disagreeing to amendment of the 
Senate numbered 2 to the bill (H. R. 9409) making appropriations 
to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the expenses of the 
House of Representatives, and for other purposes, for the fiscal 
year l896. 

Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate insist upon its amendment, 
and request a conference upon the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 
By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 

appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. HALE, 
Mr. ALLISON, and Mr. COCKRELL were appointed. 

PREVENTION OF COLLISIONS AT SEA. 
The bill (H. R. 9253) to amend an act approved August 19,1890, 

entitled "An act to adopt regulations for preventing collisions at 
sea," was read twice by its title. 

Mr. VEST. I ask the Senate to proceed to the consideration of 
the bill. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to ~onsider the bill. 

Mr. VEST. It will be remembered that in 1893 a conference 
was held between the maritime nations of the world in this city 
in regard to forming a consistent code of maritime signals. The 
President of the United States submitted the report of that con­
ference to Congress. While it was pending here, to the surprise 
of everyone who had any cognizance of the fads, Great Britain 
objected to the fifteenth article of that report. Theresult was that 

the President asked that the report be returned to him and that he 
be authorized to ask for another maritime conference. That con­
ference was held in this city last week, and the commissioners on 
the part of Great Britain agreed to the code as it is now presented 
in this bill to the Senate and as it has passed the House. This code 
was agreed upon unanimously by all the authorities of the mari­
time powers, and it has been reported unanimously from the com­
mittees of both Houses. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD LANDS. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following 

concurrent resolution of the House of Representatives; which was 
read: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concut'ring), That the 
Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to 
resume work upon and to issue patents to the Union Pacific Railroad Com­
pany without delay to all lands which have been sold by said company to bona. 
fide purchasers: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed 
as waiving any right that the United States may have to declare a forfeiture 
as to the lands which have not been so sold by said company: Pl'ovided, That 
the words" bona fide purchasers" herein contained shall not be held to include 
all holders of bonds secured by mortgage on such land grants. 

Mr. WARREN. The resolution just read contains the same 
subject-matter as a Senate concurrent resolution which was passed 
here and sent to the other House. It seems that that resolution 
was lost, and therefore it appears before us as a House concur· 
rent resolution. I ask for the adoption of the resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
CHICKAMAUGA AND CH,!TTANOOGA NATIONAL PARK. 

Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was re­
ferred the following concurrent resolution submitted yesterday 
by Mr. PALMER, reported it without amendment; and it was con­
sidered by unanimous consent~._ and agreed to: 
· Resolved by the Settate (theHouse of Representatives concurring), That there 
be 'Printed and bound 60,000 extra. copies of the report of the Joint Commit­
tee on the Dedication of the Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Park; 
18,000 copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives,6,000 copies 
for the Senate , 1,000 copies for the National Park Commission to supply the 
twenty-eight State commissions, and 500 copies for the Secretarv of War to 
supply ~he governors of the States, and 100 copies for each speaker at the 
dedicatiOn. 

BERLIN SILVER COMMISSION OF 1894. 

Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was re­
ferred-the following concurrent resolution submitted yesterday by 
Mr. JONES of Arkansas, reported it without amendment; and it was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep1·esentatives concurri~g), That there 
be printed 5,000 copies of Senate Miscellaneous Document No. 274, Fifty-third 
Congress, second session, Proceedings of the Berlin Silver Commission of 189!, 
with index; 3,000 to be for the use of the House of Representatives and 2,000 
for the use of the Senate. 

UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY, 

Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was re­
ferred the following resolution submitted by Mr. MITCHELL of 
Oregon on the 8th instant, reported it without amendment; and it 
was considered by unanimous consent, and ag1:eed to: 

Resolved, That 5,000 additional copies each of bill S. 742 and amendment 
thereto, reported from the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, be printed for 
the use of the Senate. 

• MESSENGE.R AT MALTBY BUILDING. 
Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee to Audit and Control 

the Contingent Expenses of the Senate, to whom was referred the 
following resolution submitted by Mr. PEFFER on the 18th ultimo; 
reported it without amendment; and it was considered_by unani­
mous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the janitor now employed attheMaltbyBuildingshall hEirs­
after be designated a..'> assistant messenger on ·the ·Maltbyroll, and the Secre: 
tary of the Senate, from and after the 1st day of July, 1896, until otherwise 
ordered, shall pay said messenger on said roll at the rate of $1,200 per annum. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. BURROWS introduced a bill (S. 3292) authorizing the ap­

pointment of four additional superintendents of the Railway Mail 
Service; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. STEW ART introduced a bill (S. 3293) granting a pension 
to Annie Fowler; which was read twice by its title, and referred . 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CANNON (for Mr. PRITCHARD) introduced a bill (S. 3294) 
to amend the military record of Stephen Rice; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Af­
fairs. 

Mr. ·McBRIDE introduced a bill (S. 3295) removing the charge 
of desertion from the name of Absalom J. Hembree, who served 
as a private in Troop H, Third Regiment United States Cavalry; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. -
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GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE EMPLOYEES. 

Mr. GALLINGER submitted the following resolution; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Public Printer be, and he is hereby, directed to commu­
nicate to the Senate the names of all p ersons who were employed in the Gov­
ernment Printing Office in the fiscal years (each year separately) 1890, 1891, 
1892, 1893, and 1894who failed to receive theirannnalleaves of absence during 
those fiscal years, and the amount due each person for each fiscal year sep­
arately on account of such failure. 

THE LEWIS RANGE AND POSITION FINDER. 
Mr. DUBOIS submitted the following resolution; which was 

considered by unanimous consent, and-agreed to: 
R esolved by the Senate of the United States, That the Secretary of War be 

direct ed t o furnish to the United States Senate, in addition to thfl copy of 
the record of the action of the Range Finder Board and the Board of Ord­
nance and Fortificat ion in r elat ion to the Lewis range and position finder, 
which was transmitted to the Senate in response t o a resolution of the Sen­
ate dated May 18, 1896, a copy of the record of the action taken by the Com­
manding General of the Army and the Secretary of War in the matter. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 

BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the following bills and joint resolutions: 

A bill (S. 768) for the relief of James A. Moore; 
A bill (S. 3170) to authorize the Butler and Pittsburg Railroad 

Company to construct and maintain a bridge across the Allegheny 
River-

A j~int resolution (S. R. 27) granting permission for the erec­
tion of a monument in Washington, D. C., for the ornamentation 
of the national capital and in honor of Samuel Hahnemann; and 

A joint resolution (S. R.161) authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to place a bronze tablet 'or inscription on the Govern­
ment building now being erected in Detroit, Mich. 

The message also announced that the House had agreed to the 
report of the committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two House.s of certain amendments of the Senate to the bill 
(H. R. 5210) making appropriations to provide for the expenses of 
the government of the District of Columbia for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1897, and for other purposes; insists upon its 
amendment to the amendment of the Senate numbered 99; further 
insists upon its disagreement to the amendments of the Senate 
numbered 100, 171, 172, 173, 174,175,176,177, 178,179,180,181,182, 
183, 184, 185, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 193, 194, and 195 to the bill; 
asks a further conference with the Senate on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. GROUT, Mr. 
PITNEY, and Mr. DocKERY managers at the conference on the 
part of the House. 

The message further announced that the House had disagreed 
to the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 3771) for the 
relief of Stratton H. Benscoter; asks a conference with the Senate 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had ap­
pointed Mr. HULL, Mr. FENTON, and Mr. McCLELLAN managers 
at the conference on the part of the House. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 

signed the enrolled bill (H. R. !>253) to amend an act approved 
August 19, 1890, entitled "An act to adopt regulations for pre­
vent ing collic;ions at sea "; and which was thereupon signed by the 
Vice-President. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. HILL. If there is no further morning business, I move 

that the Senat-e proceed to the consideration of the bill (S. 2984) 
in relation to contempts of court. The bill was under considera­
tion last evening, and I gave way for the consideration of other 
matters. 

Mr. VEST. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. To give the 
exact date, two days ago when 2 o'clock arrived the Senate sus­
pended the further consideration of House bill4.580, a bill of con­
siderable importance to the revenue. I inquire whether that bill 
would not now be the regular order of business? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state to the Senator 
from Missouri that the bill indicated by him went to the Calen-
dar at the expiration of the morning hour. . 

:Mr. VEST. I supposed that under the rule it would come up 
as unfinished business the n ext day in the morning hour. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. No; there is no unfinished business 
of the morning hour. 

Mr. VEST. Will the Senator from New York have any objec­
tion to disposing of that bill now? It will take only a few mo­
ments. It is a House bill, and it is very evident that unless dis­
posed of to-day it can not become a law at the present session. 

Mr. IDLL. I prefer to go on with the conternpts bill. I have 
yielded to nearly everyone, and I prefer to get this bill through. 
It strikes me that I should not yield now. 

Mr. VEST. I shall ask ·the Senate to consider House bill4580 
as soon as the contempts of court bill is disposed of. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. May I ask the Senator from New 
York a question? The Senator succeeded in getting his bill up 

yesterday and it led to a good deal of discussion. Has the Sena­
tor any hope at all of being able to dispose of it in a reasonable 
time· to-day? 

Mr. HILL. I have no doubt about it, if the friends of the bill 
will not embarrass it. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. If there is not a reasonable hope 
that it can be dispose.d of in the next hour, it seems to me the Sena­
tor ought not to insist on bringing it up. There are other matters 
here that ought to be considered. I am very desirous, if the Sena­
tor will allow me--

Mr. HILL. Mr. President-
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I ask unanimous consent t-o make 

a statement. 
Mr. HILL. I yielded for an hour and a half yesterday for Sen­

ators to have local bills passed and bills which they were anxious 
to have disposed of. It seems to me the courtesy is exhausted. I 
decline to yield any further. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I simply ask the Senator from 
New York, who is always very courteous, and the Senate, to allow 
me to make a statement not exceeding a minute. . 

Mr. HILL. Such a statement I of course can not object to. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no objection. The 

Senator from Oregon will proceed. 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. There is a joint resolution here 

fro~ the House of Repr~se~tatives, passed two or three days since, 
lookmg to the reorgamzation of the Northern Pacific Railroad 
Company, and it is a measure that ought to receive the attention 
of the Senate. It is not by any means a bill exclusively in the 
~nterest of the railroad co:n:;tpany, but it is more largely in the 
u~terest of the people of this country and of the Government in 
the proper conduct of the road. It is a road which crosses one­
half the continent, and the company was incorporated by a national 
charter. This is a proposition to keep it under national control, 
whicJ;t will not be c1-one u~less the joint resolution is passed. The 
road IS about to be sold; Judgment has been entered; a sale will 
be made on the 25th of July; a reorganization of the company will 
take place, and the control of the road will pass under State organ­
ization. The company has already been organized, I understand, 
under the laws of the State of Wisconsin, and if it is incorporated 
under the State law the control of this great road, in a great meas­
ure at least, if not entirely, Will pass away from the National Gov­
ernment. It is of the utmost importance that action be had on 
the joint resolution. 

TJ;li~ proposed ~egislation has been reported unanimously by the 
Judiciary Comrmttee of the Senate, a somewhat different meas­
ure, I admit, from that passed by the House. It places restric­
tio?s ~pon this company of the most important character, andre­
stnctwns that d.o not now attach to theN orthern Pacific Railroad 
Company. For instance, it compels the new company to sell all 
its lands outside of a mile distant from each side of the road for 
$2.50 an acre. That restriction does not now attach to theN orth­
ern Pacific Railroad Company. Therefore this is a measure in 
the interest of the people along the line of the road; it is a meas­
ure in the interest of the Government; and in view of the fact that 
the House of Representatives has passed this joint resolution, in 
view of the further fact that the Judiciary Committee of the Sen­
ate has reported unanimously in favor of action, it does seem to 
me that we ought to take it up and dispose of it and · thus main­
tain and hold control over this g1·eat corporation in the interest 
of the people; shippers, landowners, and others along the line of 
the road. 

Mr. HILL. Now I ask the Senate to take up the bill indicated 
by me. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from New York to proceed to the consideration of the bill 
(S. 2984) in relation to contempts of courts. 

The motion was agreed to. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. TELLER submitted the following report: 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 

on.ce~·tain amen<1:ments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 5210) making appro­
priations to provide for the expenses of the government of the Distnct of 
Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, and for other purposes 
having met, after full and free conference have agreed to recommend and 
do recommend to their resp ecti>e Houses as follows: 

That the Senate recede from its amendments numbered 92 and 98. 
That the Honse r ecede from it s disagreement to the amendments of the 

Senate numbered 94 and 95, and agree to the same. 
That the Honse recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the Sen­

a:te numbered 90, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: In 
lieu of the sum proposed insert " 5150,000 " ; and the Senate agree to the same. 

That the Honse recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the Sen­
a:t e numbered 91, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: In 
lien of the sum proposed insert "$20 " ; and the Senate agree to the same. 

That the Honse recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the Sen­
ate numbered 93, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: Re­
store th~ w,or~ '' furth~r" stricken out by.said aml_}ndme~t; and on page 16 
of the bill, m line 9, strike out the word "SIX" and Insert m lieu thereof the 
word "five"; and the Senate agree to the same. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the Sen­
ate numbered 00, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: In 
lieu of the sum proposed insert "$50,000"; and the Senate agree to the same. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the ame.ndment of tha 
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Senate numbered 97, and agree to the same with an am~ndmant, as fQllows: 
In lieu of the sum proposed insert "30 cents,~ .and the Senate agree to the 
same. 

The committee of conference have been unable to agree upon the amend­
m~nt of the House to the amendment of the Senate nUmbered 99, and upon 
the amendments of the Senate numbered 100, 171, 172, 173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

H. M. TELLER, 
W. B. ALLISON, 
F. M. COCKRELL, 

Managers on the part of the Senate. 
WILLIAM W. GROUT, 
MARLON PITNEY, 
A. M. DOCKERY, 

Ma:nagers on the part oj the HQ11;se. 

Mr. TELLER. I am ask~d by Senators near me to make a 
statement in regard to the report. The principal matter that has 
been agreed to is with reference to street lighting-the question 
of gas. There was considerable controversy over that, and we 
finally amended the bill so as to pay $20 a street lamp and to burn 
5 feet instead of 6. The most of the other amendments are items 
connected with that provision. For instance, the increase is the 
increase for the gaslight. Then the other contention was in re­
ference to electric lighting, which the House had put at 28 cents 
a light. The Senate had put it at 38 cents, and the conferees have 
agreed upon 30 cents. The matters still in controversy are the 
subject of charities and the question of electric ljghting by means 
of poles, etc. Those amendments are not disposed of. 

The report was concurred in. 
Mr. TELLER. I move that the Senate agree to the further 

conference asked by the House of Representatives. 
The motion was agreed to. 
By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 

appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate at the further 
conference; and Mr. TELLER, .Mr . .ALLISON, and Mr. COCKRELL 
were appointed. 

MESSAGE FROM 'rHE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 

BROWNING, it Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the following bills and joint resolutions: 

A bill (S. 1767) to provide for subparts of entry and delivery; 
A bill (S. 3206) to grant a right of way through the new Fort 

Bliss Military Reservation to the El Paso and Northeastern Rail­
-1·oad Company; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. 138) for the relief of James P. Veach. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon 
signed by the Vice-President: 

A bill (S. 2859) changing the time for holding circuit court of 
the United States at Hartford, in the district of Connecticut; 

A bill (H. R. 2928) to extend the routes of the Eckington and 
Soldiers' Home Railway Company and the Belt Railway Com­
pany, and for other purposes; and 

A bill (S. 2978) to provide an American register for the steamer 
Menemsha. 

CONTEMPTS OF COURT. 
Mr. HILL. Now, Mr. President, I ask that Senate bill2984 be 

proceeded with. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid­

eration of the bill (S. 2984) in relation to contempts of court. 
Mr. WARREN. I ask the Senator from New York if he will 

yield to me to make a request? I desire toeall up the animal­
industry bill, and I ask the Senator if he will not submit to an 
interruption now? I think it will only take the time to read it. 

I will say further that I think I must have misunderstood the 
Senator from New York, because I thought I had an understanding 
with him that at whatever time a lull occurred between the 
speeches on the contempts bill he would send me word and allow 
me to ask the Senate to take up the bill which I have referred to. 
Last night a number of bills were taken up, and I waited in vain 
for word from the Senator. 

Mr. HILL. If the Senator had asked me last evening when 
there was a lull, I would have been very glad to have obliged him, 
but I did not see him in the Chamber. I must now ask the Senate 
to proceed with the consideration of the contempts bilL After 
this bill is disposed of I will aid the Senator all I can in the pass­
age of his bill. I do not believe there will be any difficulty about it. 

Mr. WARREN. I desire some understanding, because I cer­
tainly understood the Senator to say that upon the first interrup­
tion he would send me word. I did not leave the Chamber. 

Mr. HILL. I submitted to half a dozen interruptions; half a 
dozen bills were passed. If the Senator from Wyoming had asked 
me to yield I would have been very glad to oblige him. But this 
morning it seems to me it is my duty to press the pending bill to 
passage. I will aid the Senator when this bill is disposed of. 
There is really but one disputed question involved in the bill, and 
that is the amel)dment pending. 

Mr. WARREN. I wish to understand the Senator, because I 
expected some word from him. I did not expect I would hav.e to 

interrupt him every two or three minutes on the floor, but I sup­
posed that I had some understanding with him whereby I would 
be notified of the time when he would submit to an interruption. 

Mr. PEFFER. Mr. President, before the bill is put to a vote I 
wish to express my sincere gratification at the introduction of this 
bill and its report by the Oommittee on the Judiciary. It is one 
of that class of cases that the country has been exercised a good 
deal about during the last year or two, having its origin in the 
famous strike in Chicago in 189-1. I took occasion at that time to 
express my own views concerning some of the features of that 
affair, and was criticised 'Severely for it. I am glad that out of 
what occurred at that time and a short time afterwards in the 
courts with respect to certain proceedings connected with it the 
pending bill has been brought forth. By way of showing the in­
terest which I have taken in the matter personally I wish to call 
attention to the fact that on December 3,1895, the first bill day of 
the present session, I introduced a bill, S. 237, entitled "A bill to 
protect the rights of parties defendant in certain injunction 
cases." It has but one section, and I will read it: 

B e it enacted, etc., That in any case wh~ra a writ of injunction issues from a 
court of the United States, or a judge thereof, to enjoin the commission of 
an act which is, at common law or by statute, a criminal offense, and where, 
afterwards, in such case, it is charged that the party or parties defendant has 
or have committed, or have attempted to commit, or have aided and abetted 
or encouraged or insti~ated other persons, or has or have conspired with 
other persons to comrmt such act or offense, a.nd where the said party or par­
ties defendant is or are brought before said court or judge to answer the 
charge in proceedings for contempt, and where the charge is denied by 
the defendant or defendants., on request, a jury shall be called to determine 
the fact. 

Out of this bill and others of the same character has grown the 
one that is now before the Senate, and it is very gratifying to all 
persons who are anxious for this class of legislation to know that 
so many distinguished lawyers of this body have agreed upon the 
bill now pending, with the addition that was agreed upon yester­
day. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Nebraska (Mr. ALLEN]. 

Mr. BUTLER. May I inqurre if the amendment offered by 
myself, that went over without prejudice, was not to come up 
first? There was a distinct understanding in regard to it. Out 
of coul'tesy to the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN] I with­
drew my amendment temporarily. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair understood the Senator 
from North Carolina to agree that his amendment should be post­
poned until the substitute was considered. 

Jrlr. BUTLER. What I meant was that it should be postponed 
until the Senator from Nebraska had finished his speech; and 
inasmuch as he had an amendment and I wished to hear what he 
had to say, I reques~ or at least I intended to request, that my 
amendment should go over without prejudice until after he had 
finished. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will submit to the Senate 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from North Carolina. 
The amendment will be read. 

The SECRETARY. In section 4, line 18, strike out the words 
''in its discretion"; and in line 19, strike out the word "may" and 
insert "shall" ; so as to read: 

But such trial shall be by the court, or, upon application of the accused, a 
trial by jury shall be had as in any criminal case. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I think there can be no objec­
tion, seriously made. to the amendment. But if I may be par­
doned in this connection, the fact that one of the most important 
committees of this body in reporting the bill failed to provide for 
a trial by jury in such cases is, to say the least, very significant. 
Yes, very significant, when we notice that this bill was reported 
unanimously and that there is no minority report. 

There is nothing to-day that should attract the attention of the 
American people, barring the financial question, more than the 
authority which the courts of this countryhave assumed and built 
up and hedged around them. I will not call it usurpation of 
authority, but any man who will take the time and the trouble to 
read the debates that took place at the time of the adoption of our 
Constitution, any man who will take the time and the trouble to 
read the opinions of the most distinguished American citizens, 
including Thomas Jefferson, including Mr. Madison, and Mason 
of Virginia, who was a member of that convention, including 
many of the distinguished men living at that time and who have 
lived since, will see that not a single one of that class of Ameri­
can citizens who took part in framing and shaping the Constitu­
tion according to the majority will of our people at that time 
had the least idea that the courts of this country should ever have 
or exercise the authority and power that they have, or rather 
which they exercise to-day. He will see that '~(hey did not sup­
pose that the Constitution gave to a court any such power and 
authority as it is now exercisin.g and has been for nearly a cen­
tury. Indeed, it was Thomas Jefferson who called attention to 
the fact that the Supreme Court and the other United States 
courts that were then established and have since been established 
under a clause in the Conatitution had gone further than it was 
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intended they should go or than the strict letter of the Constitu- In a letter to Mr. C. Hammond, under date of Angust 18, 1821, 
tion allowed them to go in e:x:er·cising their authority upon laws Mr. Jefferson declared: 
passed by Congress and other legislative matters which they have It has long, however, been m;v opinion, and I have never shrunk from its 
made step by step subject to the FederaJ. judiciary. Indeed, .Mr. expression, that the germ of dissolution of our Federal GQvernment is in 

J ff · ed "th th · rtan -" th" tt the constitution of the Federal judiciary, an irresponsible body, working e erson was so Impress Wl e rmpo ce o.~. IB ma er like gravity by mght and by day, gaining a little to-day and a little to-mor-
and the danger which he saw looming up in the future that he row, and advancing its noiseless steps like a thief over the field of jurisdic­
conceived it to be hiB dnty not only to call the attention of the tion, until all shall be usurped from the States and the Government of all be 
country to this fact, but to brand, as he did, the Supreme Court consolidated into one. To this I am op.J><>sed, because when all govern-

of the Um.ted States at that time as the sap;nl'!rs and miners of ments, domestic and foreign., in little as m great things, shall be drawn to 
.t'~ Washington as the center of all power, it will render pow-erless t;he check 

the Constitution. He called attention to the fact, in public papers providea of one government on another, and will become as venal and op­
that are familiar to us all or should be~ that this court, which pressive as the Government from which we separated. It will be as in Eu-

w as intended simply to ltear causes between parties, had taken rope, where every man must either be pike or gudgeon, hammer or anvil. 
Our functionaries and theirs are wares from the same workshop, made of 

upon itself authority to overrule the legislative branch of the the same material, and by the same hand. If the States look with apathy on 
Government. · this silent descent of their Government into the gulf which is to swallow all, 

Mr. President, in order that the attention of Senators and the we have only to weep over the human character formed uncontrollable, but 
by a rod of IrOn, and the blasphemers of man as incapable of self-government 

country may again be called to the exact words of Mr. Jefferson, become his true historians. 
in which he expressed his opinion of the aggressions of the Fed- In a letter to Colonel Nicholas, under date of December 11, 
eral judiciary and warned the people of this danger intheCon.sti- 1821, Mr. Jefferson said: . 
tution, I will read some extracts froin his writings. I fear, dear sir, we are now in such another crisis, with this difference only, 

In a letter to Mr. M. M~ Coray, under date of October 21, 1823, that the judiciary branch is alone and single handed in the present a.ssa.ults 
Mr. Jefferson said: on the ConstitutiOn. But its assaults are more sure and deadly as from an 

At the establishment of our Constitution the judiciar7bodies were sup- agentsee~lypassiveand unassuming. Mayyouand your contemporaries 
posed to be the most helpless and harmless members o the Government. meet them With the same determination and effect that your fa.tber and his 
Experience, however, soon showed in what way they were to become the did the alien and sedHion laws~ and preserve inviolate a Constitution whic~1 
most dangerous; that the insufficiency of the means provided for their re- cherished in all its chastity ana purity, will prove in the end a blessing to au 
moval gave them a free hold and irresponsibility in office; tha.t their deci- t.he nations of the earth. 
sions, seeming to concern individual suitors, only passed silent and unheeded In a letter to William T. Barry, under date of July 2, 1822, Mr. 
by the public at large; that these decisions, nevertheless, become law by Jefferson said: 
precedent, BaJ?ping by little and little the foundations of the Constitution 
and working Its change by construction before any h-as perceived that that We already see the power installed for life, responsible to no authority, 
invisible and helpless worm had been visibly employed in consuming its advancing with a. noiseless and steady pace to the great obJect of oonsolidar 
substance. tion. The foundations are already deeply laid by their dectSions for the an-

I d Ro d d f S t be 6 819 nihilation of constitutional States' rights, and the removal of every check. 
In a etter to Ju ge ane, nn er ate 0 ep em r , 1 , every counterpoise, to the en~g power of which themselves are to make 

Mr. Jefferson said: a sovereign part. If ever this vast country is brou~t under a single gov-
The nation declared its will by dismissing functionaries of one principle ernment, it will be one of the most extensive corruptiOns, indifferent and in­

and electing those of another in the two branches, executive and legislative, ca-pable of a wholesome care over so wide a spread of surface. This will not 
submitted to their election. Over the judiciary d.epartment the Constitution be borne, and you will have to choose between reformation and revolution. 
had deprived them of their control. That, therefore, bas continued the rep- If I know the spirit of this country, the one or the other is inevitable. Be­
robated system, and although new matter has occasionally been incorporated fore the canker is become inveterate, before its venom has reached so mnch 
into the old, yet the leaven of the old mass seems to assimilate to itself the of the body politic as to get beyond control, remedy should be applied. Let 
new, and after twenty years' confirmation of the federated system by the the future appointment of judges be for four or six years, and renewable by 
voice of the nation, declared thron~h the medium of elections, we find the ju- the President and Senate. This will bring their conduct at regular p eriods 
diciary on every occasion still drtving us into consolidation. * * * For, under revision and probation, and may keep them in equipoise between the 
intending to establish three departments, coordinate and independent, that General and special QQvernment. We have erred in this point by copying 
they might check and balance one another, it has given, according to this England, where certainly it is a good thing to have the judges independent 
opinion, to one of them alone the right to prescribe rules for the government of the King. But we have omitted to copy their caution, also, which makes a 
of the others, and to that one, too, which IS unelected by and independent of judge removable on the address of both legislative houses. That there 
the nation. For experience has already shown that the impeachment it has should be public functionaries independent of the nation, whatever be their 
provided is not even a. scru-ecrow; that such opinions as the one yon combat, demerit, is a solecism in a republic of the first order of absurdity and incon­
sent cautiously out~ as you observe, also by detachment, not belonging to the sistency. 
case often, but sougnt for out of it, as if to rally the public opinion beforehand In a letter to Judge Johnson, under date of March 4, 1823, Mr. 
to their view and to indicate the line they are to walk in, have been so J ff ·a 
quietly passed over as never to have excited an animadversion even in a e erson sal : 
~ech of any one of the body intrusted with impeachment. The Constitu- I can not lay down my pen without recurring to one of the subjects of my 
tion on this hypothesis is a. mere thing of wax in the hands of the judiciary, for_mer_letter, for in truth there is no da!:!ger I apprehend somnchas the con­
which they may twist and shape into any form they please. It should be re- solidation o! our Government by the noiseless and therefore unalarming in­
membered as an axiom of eternal truth in politics, that whatever power in strumentaiity of the Supreme Court. * * * For in truth there is at this 
any government is independent is absolute also-in theory only at fifst, while timGo. vee~~eenht.ostility to the Federal judiciary than any other organ of the 
the spirit of the people is up, but in practice~ fast as that relaxes. Inde- .,........, 
pendence can be trusted nowhere but with the people in mass. They are in- In a letter to Ed d Li · to d d te .4! M h 2- 1825 
herently independent of all bnt moral law. My construction of the Consti- war Vlilgs n, nn er a O.J. arc \), , 
tution is very different from that you quote. It is that each department is Mr. Jefferson wrote: 
truly independent of the others, and has an equal right to decide for itself. ~e and changes in the condition and constitution of society may require 
What is the meaning of the Constitution in the cases submitted to its action, occasiOnal and corresponding modifications. One single object, if your pro­
and especially where it is to act ultimately and without appeal? * * * vision.a~~ it, will entitle y~u to ~e en!lless gratitt?-de of society1 that of 
These are examples of my position: that each of the three departments has rastra.mni~ Judges from usurpmg legiBlation. And wtth no body or men is 
e<:(t?:ally the right to decide for itself what is its duty under the Constitution, this restramt more wanting than with the judges of what is commonly called 
Without any regard to what the others may have decided for themselves our General Government, but what I call our foreign department. They are 
under a sin::illar question. practicing on the Constitution by inferences, analogies, and sophisms as they 

In 1 tte t Th R "tch" d .:t~te of D b 25 1820 would an ordinary law. They do not seem aware that it is not even a Con-a e r iO omas 1 1e, un el" ut~r ecem er ' ' stitntion formed by a single authority, and subject to a. single superint.end-
Mr. Jefferson said: ence and control, bnt that it is a compact of many independent powers every 

But it is not from this branch of Government we have most to fear. Taxes single one of which claims an equal right to understand it and to require its 
and short elections will keep them ri~ht. observance. However strong the cord of compact may be, there is a point 

The judiciary of the United States IS the subtle corps of sapJ.>6rS and miners of tension at which it will break. A few such doctrinal decisions as barefaced 
constantly working underground to undermine the fonnds.ti<>ns of our con- as that of the Cohens happening to bear immediately on two or thr~e of the 
stitutional fabric. They are construing onr Constitution from a. coordina- large States may induce them to join in arresting the march of Government; 
tion of a general and special ~overnment to a. general and supreme one alone. and in arousing the co-States to pay some attention to what is passing to 
This will lay all things at therr feet, and they are too well versed in English bring ba.ck the compact to its original principles or to modify it legitimately 
law to forget the maxim," Boni judicis est ampliare jnrisdictionem., We by the expressed consent of the parties themselves and not by the usurpa­
t>hall see if they are bold enough to take the danng stride these five lawyers tion of their created agents. They imagine they can iead us into a consolidate 
(judges) have lately taken. Having found from experience that impeach- Government, while their road leads directly to dissolution. This member of 
mentis in impracticable thing, a mere scarecrow, they consider themselves the Government was at 1iTSt considered as the most harmless and helpless of 
secure for life; they skulk for responsibility to public opinion, the only re- all its organs,. but it has proved that the power of declaring what the law is 
maining hold upon them, under a practice first introduced into England by ad libitum by sapping and mining slyly and without alarm the foundations 
Lord Mansfield. An OJ:!inion is huddled up in conclave (perhaJ?S by a majority of the Constitution can do what open force would not dare to attempt. 
of one), delivered as if unanimous, and with the silent acqmescence of lazy • These oninions and W"',.nm· gs of Jeffe t• t t 
or tim1d associates by a crafty chief judge (Marshall)

1 
who sophisticates the r au. rson are very per men a 

law to his mind by the tnrn of his own reasoning. A JUdiciary law was once this time. The pity is that all have not paid heed to them for the 
reported by the Attorney-General to Congress requiring each judge to de- past half a century. Now, let us see what another great expounder 
liver his opinion seriatim and openly, and then to give it in writing to the of the Con.stitution has said, In a speech at Fort Hill, July 26, 
clerk to be entered on the record. A judiciary independent of a kins- or ex- 1831 11.! C lh ·a 
ecutive alone is a good thing, but independence of the will of the nation is a ' J.] r. a oun sal : 
solecism, a.t least in a republican government. No one has ):>een so hardy a.s to assert that Congress or the President ought 

In a letter to Archibald Thweat, under date of January 19,1821, to have the right or to deny that if vested finally and exclusively in either, 

Mr J ff f rth ·a th-e consequences which I have stated would not necessarily follow; but its 
· e erson U er Sal : advocates have been reconciled to the doctrine on the supposition that there 

I am sensible of the inroads daily making by the Federal into the jnrisdic- is one department of the General Government which, from its peculiar or­
tion of its coordinate associates, the State governments. The legislative and ganization1 affords an independent tribunal throu~h which the Government 
executive branches may some time err, but elections and dependents will may exermse the high authority which is the subJect of consideration with 
grin~ them to rights. The judiciary branch is the instrument which, work- perfect safety to all. I yield, I trust, to few in my attachment to the judi­
ing like gravity, without intermission, is to press us at last into one consoli- ciary department. I am fully sensible of tt...s importance and would main­
dated mass. Against this I know no one who, equally with Judge Roane tain it to the fnllest extent in its constitutional powers and independence, 
hilnself, possesses the power and the courage to make resistance, and to him but it is impossible for me to believe that it was ever intended by the Con­
I look and have long looked as onr strong-est bulwark. If Congress ftills to stitution that it should exercise the power in question. or that it is compe­
shield the States from dangers so palpable and so imminent, the States must tent to do so.,_ and if it were it would be a safe depository of the J>OV'!"er. Its 
ahield themselves, and m-eet the invader foot to foot. powers a.re JUdicial, and not political, and are expressly con:lin.ed by the 

XXVIII-3~9 
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_Constitution to !loll cases in law and equity ~rising under this Constitution, the government by a uniform tax upon the head of each citizen? It 
laws of the Umted States, and the treaties made or which shall be made u1 
un4e: its auth<?rity, and which I have high authority in asserting excludes wo d be manifestly unjust. Then what do we do to equalize 
political questwns and comprehends those only where there are parties taxation? We provide for a property tax, and we were so careful 
amenable to the process of the court. in my State that the parity, to use the modern gold-bug phrase 

NeXt I will put on the mtness stand no less a person than An- should be maintained between the tax on property and the poll 
drew Jackson. Let us h ear his view of the province and powers tax that we provided that the tax on $300 of property should al· 
of the Federal judiciary while he was President. ways be the same as the poll tax. In my State we provide not only 

In his veto of the bill extending the old United States Bank, taxation per head, but then we go to a man's assets, to each man's 
President Jackson said: property, a?d cha:ge him s~ch a per cent on that property for 

The Supreme Court ought not to control the coordinate authorities of this the protection which he receives from the Government. If he is 
Government. The Con_rp-ess, the Executive, and the court must each for a m~lionaire he pays in p~oportion to the amount of property 
itself b9 guided by its own opinion of the Constitution. Each public officer that lS protected by the State governrrt'ent. Is that J·ust? Is that 
who t..'tkes a.n oath to support the Constitution swears that he will support it f · E 
as he understands it, and not as it is understood by others. I tis as much the a1r? very body in my State says it is, and nobody dares to say 
duty of the House of Representatives, of the Senate and of the President, to to the contrarv. · 
decide upon the constitutionality of any bill or resoiution which may be pre- If that.is ju_st inN orth Carolina, then why is not th~ same method 
sented to them for passage or approval as it is of the supreme judges, when f t t d it may be brought before them for judicial decision. The opinion of the o axa Ion JUSt an proper and right and necessary in raising 
,judges has no more authority over Congress than the opinion of Congress taxes to support the General Government? Here we have a Gen­
has over the judges; and on that point the President is independent of both. eral Government more expensive than all the State governments 
The authority of the Supreme Court must not, therefore, be permitted to t t th d · · · control the Congress or the Executive, when acting in their respective capac- pu oge er, an In raiSing taxes to support the General Govern-

diteieses~·vbeu.t to have only such influence as the force of their reasoning may ment we raise them chiefly by a poll tax. I say poll tax, because 
under a tariff the poor man with ten children pays as a rule as 

Mr. President, I could quote on the same line from Benton and much taxes as the rich man with one. 
dozens of others of the greatest minds that this country has pro- I think we will always have a tariff in this country. I am not 
duced, and all to the same effect. I might also quote the resolu- in favor of wiping it out. I am not a freetrader. I would how­
tion introduced in the House by Mr. Draper of Virginia, on Feb- ever, have the tariff schedules changed. I would have a' tariff 
ruary 1, 1831, and the debate on the same, looking to correcting levied so that it did not discriminate against all the rest of the 
then some of the very evils that we are now considering; but country for the benefit of one section of the country. I would have 
time will not now permit. a tariff for revenue with the protection coming from it-for pro-

. Mr. President, in this connection, while we claim that our Gov- t-ection for somebody always accompanies any tariff-fairly dis­

.ernment is more representative than that of England, I wish to trib:uted. . There are cases where we need protection for certain 
call attention to the fact that in England to-day their courts can industries, and I would favor it in such cases. I would have the 
not overrule an act of Parliament. Though a monarchy, though protection resulting from it fairly and evenly distributed between 
not a representative government in the sense that ours is supposed the various sections of the country and the various industries in 
to be, the courts there have not the authority and do not dare to each section. But levy a tariff however you may, it is practically 
overrule an act of Parliament. The Parliament is the supreme a po~l tax. How are we to have property owned by men of large 
authority to decide whether or not any act is constitutional or un- wealth, and men of even moderate wealth, bear an equal share of 
constitutional. If an act passed by Parliament is deemed uncon- the burdens of government and pay a certain per cent for the pro-

. stitntional it must be so deemed by a subsequent act of the same tection their p1·operty receives from the National Government? 
body. How is it here? Between the House of Representatives This Congress, in its wisdom, decided that the income tax was 
and the Senate, this body consisting of two men from each State one. of the fairest, most equitable, and most just methods for do­
in the Union, many of them the peers of any man on the Supreme ing it, and after this body and the other House so decided, after 
Court bench, the House of Representatives representing the peo- the great American people had passed upon it, after the will of 
ple from every Congressional district of the Union, there sits an- the people was expressed on that question, the Supreme Court, the 
other smaU body of nine men, and that body to-day is the supreme third legislative house, representing nobody; responsible to no­
legislative' body of America. body, legislates on the question, and decides how taxation shall 

Why do I say that? The power to ovmTule acts of Congress and be regulated in this country. It decides that we shall not tax 
-to make laws by construction is the power to legislate. Yes; the property and make it pay its fair share of the tmrdens of gov­
court to-day has the supreme legislative power on cases that come ernment. It does it in the face of a former decision of the same 
before it. We had a recent example in the case of the income court, which decided that such a tax was constitutional. The 
tax. This body and the House, both of which have within their .court says it decided it unconstitutional on account of the clause 
membership as able constitutional lawyers as sit on the Supreme in the Co~sti~tion with reference to direqt taxes. The copy of 
Court bench, passed upon that measure. They passed the income the Constitution on my desk puts that part -of the Constitution in 
tax because they thought it was constitutional. They, who had brackets, and calls attention in a foot-note to the fact that that 
taken oaths to support the Constitution, which oaths are as bind- clause of the Constitution became obsolete after the passage of 
ing upon them as are those of the members of the Supreme Court the fourteenth amendment; and so the American people thought 
or the judges of other Federal courts, decided deliberately, after and still believe. But yet this court revives that clause of the 
due discussion and conRideration, that the income tax was not Constitution, which was intended simply to apply to the peculiar 
only proper, was not only justifiable, was not only necessary in conditions of slavery, for the purpose of putting all the burdens of 
order to equalize taxation between the different classes of our peo- taxation on the poor, and leaving those with big means to go scot 
pie to make the burdens of taxation bear upon all the different free-that is, to make the poor man not only pay taxes for his own 
classes as nearly evenly as possible, but that it was constitutional, slight protection, but also for the larger protection for the rich. 
for that is what this body decides every time it passes an act. Every man in this body knows that that clause of the Constitution 
This body decides whenever it passes an act that it is constitutional relating to direct taxes was put in there as a compromise between 
just as solemnly and deliberately as the Supreme Court can. the slaveholder and the nonslaveholding interest when the Consti-

Yet this court, this third legislative house, elected by nobody, tution was adopted. That clause of the Constitution has been said 
representing nobody, under obligations to nobody, accountable to be by numbers of leading jurists absolutely obsolete-to have 
to nobody, consisting of nine men mth no constituency, arrogates been superseded-and yet we have such an enterprising third 
to itself the authority and power to decide that Congress did not legislative house, whichhashedgedaboutitsomuch·authority, and 
1tnow what it was doing. It decided virtually that it was bad allowed to grow up by traditions and customs, that it revives, as 
legislation, as well as unconstitutional. It took the liberty of it were, a dead paragraph of the Constitution and takes it as a 
lecturing Congress, expressing its opinion as to the msdom, as to weapon to strike down this method of taxing property equitably 
the expediency, and as to the general policy of legislation of that and justly. 
kind. Now, we must suffer this outrage or ·we must amend the Con-

To-day there is no way to make wealth bear its equal share of stitution, which is a very slow and difficult process. On the 27th 
taxation under our present methods of levying taxes, due to the of last December I intl''oduced the following: 
decision of the Supreme Court. · What is our method of levying Joint resolution to amend the Constitution of the United States relating to 
taxes to-day? Chiefly by a tariff, supplemented by internal taxes · direct taxes. 
and other very small ways of raising revenue. What is a tariff? Resolved b?! the Senate and House of Representatives of th; United States of 
Does the tariff equalize the burdens of taxation between the rich America in Congress assembled (two-thirds of each House concurring therein).J 
and the poor, the high and the low? No. The tariff is, I might That the following :proposed amendment to the Constitution of the Unitea 
say, a poll tax. States shall be subrmtted to the legislatures of the several States for ratifica--

tion or rejection, to wit: 
In every State in this Union, so far as I know, we have two "ARTICLE XVI. 

methods of raising taxes by which _the burdens of taxation are " . . . . . , . . 
equalized between property and the individual In my State we The proviSions of _the Const1tutwn of the Umted States rela~mg to drrellt . . · . taxes, and the apportiOnment thereof among the several States m proportion 
have first the poll tax. That tax IS umform. It IS the same upon to t-he census enumeration, shall not apply to income taxes· but the Congress 
the millionaire as upon the pauper. It is a uniform tax, as I say, shall.have powe~ to lay !-1-nd co~ect ta:xes on all ~comes' reg_ardless of the 
a tax per head. What do we have in addition? Would it be fair I source from which the ~come Is derived or acqu1red: PrO'VLded, ho""!'eve,·, 

toth 1 fN the 1. t 1 11th ta f th St t Thatallmcometa.xeswhichtheCongressmaylayandcollectshallbeuniform 
e peop e o or aro Ina o evy a e xes or e a e throughout the United States." 

\ 
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Mr. President, this amendment must be acted upon by Congress 

and submitted to the several States and secm·e a three-fourths 
1·atification from them before the outrageous decision of the court 
can be corrected, or we must hold a constitutional convention. 
Hence the court has practically defeated the will of the people, 
and at the sa.me time committed a great wrong. 

But let us return to the income-tax law that was passed by Con­
gress. It was, I admit, only a cowardly makeshift for an income­
tax law. It was not a graduated income-tax law, as it should 
have been, nor did it extend to all the classes of incomes that should 
be taxed. But it was a step in the right direction. How any fair­
minded, honest jurist could object to it, much less declare it un-
constitutional, is beyond my comprehension. · 

The income tax did not attempt to tax property that did not 
yield a revenue. It did not attempt to tax property like some we 
have in our State, which makes a man land poor. We have men 
owning 10,000 acres of land in my State who would be richer if 
they did not have it. They could scarcely give it away if they 
tried. They are not making enough from it to pay taxes on it. 
So the income tax did not propose to tax property that did not 
yield a revenue. But it related to property that yielded a good 
l'evenue and only took a small percentage of the profits that came 
from such handsome dividend-yielding property, and in this con­
nection I may say it was property that has largely been accumu­
lated from special privileges granted by these very bodies, prop­
erty and incomes due to discrimination of law against the rest of 
the country in favor of those who are able to pay such a tax, and 
those who would only be called upon to pay it for the simple rea­
son that they have property that yields them a magnificent and 
princely income. Yet this third legislative house, representing 
nobody, responsible to nobody, with no constituency, arrogated 
to itself the supreme power to nullify the action of the people's 
representatives, to nullify the Constitution, for that is what it 
did, in order to protect those who have princely incomes. 

Mr. President, we have an example like this before us; we have 
before us thousands of examples almost as significant through 
the last hundred years; we have the example of the cas~ that 
this bill grew out of, where an .American citizen, Mr. Debs, 
was arrested, tried by the court, and imprisoned without even a 
hearing before twelve of his peers. Yes, the man was tried by 
a judge simply, and put in prison without law and in defiance of 
the constitutional rights of an American citizen. With that ex­
ample of the Constitution practically overridden in depriving a 
man of the right to trial by jury, here comes a bill from one of 
the most important committees of this body, proposing to legal­
ize it. I can not believe but that it was an oversight on the part 
of the committee. I can not believe but that the committee sim­
ply did not notice that it had failed to provide for trial by jury. 
I can not believe that that committee, in view of the hundred 
years of dangerous history with Federal courts, could deliberately 
have brought here a bill to give that court more power, to give 
to the branches of the Federal judiciary more power, even to the 
monstrous extent of giving to them the power to imprison an 
American citizen without a hearing before a jury. 

How much further do we have to go until we get back to the 
period of despotism where the king issues his order and has Mr. 
A thrown into a dungeon after a farce of a trial before a judge, 
who is one of his (the king's) puppets? Does not the history of 
despotisms in the Old World teem with such tyranny, and was not 
this Government established in defiance of such methods in the 
Old World, and to give to every man a haven of refuge, as it were, 
who sought freedom in religious opinions, freedom in political 
opinions, who sought a place where the free and brave could have 
such powers and such liberties as the God of heaven intended 
every upright citizen to have who woulcl obey the decent laws of 
society? This Government waH formed as an asylum, as it were, 
as a last gathering place, as it w.ere, for men whose souls rebelled 
against such tyranny and such injustice. 

But here is this Government, only a little over a hundred years 
old, dropping down into the grooves of despotism, putting the 
liberty of every American citizen at the mercy of a man who is 
not ev6n elected by the people and who does not have to account 
to the people for his action. It is monstrous. It brings up the 
last warning which Thomas Jefferson gave to us that if we hope 
to preserve our liberties and hope to prevent the courts from arro­
gating to themselves the power to make this country a despotism, 
it would be necessary for us to hold a constitutional convention 
at least every twenty years. He said it was not safe or right or 
prudent to allow one generation to make a constitution that should 
stand ironclad for tlie next, with all the usurpation of power that 
might grow up under it to pervert it and twist it; that it would 
be better and safer for the people in their supreme legislative as­
sembly-a constitutional convention-to come together to correct 
their landmarks, to strike down the hydra-headed monster, des­
potism, wherever he stuck up his head in the Constitution, and to 
make the Constitution just; to add to it, if need be, such provi­
sions as were necessary to meet the progress of events; to add to 

it, if necessary, such amendments and such provisions as were 
essential to meet new conditions and the developments of society. 

George Mason, who seems to have been, next to Thomas Jeffer­
son, one of the clearest-headed men among the founders of the 
Constitution, wrote a paper warning the people of Virginia not 
to adopt the Constitution as it stood. 

I will now quote from that great statesman, the author of the 
Virginia bill of rights, from which Mr. Jefferson drew inspira­
tion for the Declaration of Independence. Mr. Mason was a mem­
ber of the constitutional convention which framed our National 
Constitution, and refused to give it his support when adopted by 
the convention. He opposed its ratification by the State of Vir­
ginia with great power and intelligence, and in spite of Washing­
ton, Randolph, and others came very near canying his point. 
During this contest he gave out his reasons in detail against the 
adoption by the State of Virginia of the Constitution. They were 
designated at that time as Mason's objections to the Constitution. 
I will say further that the first ten amendments to the Constitu­
tion are largely based upon Mr. Mason's objections. The fourth 
objection of Mr. Mason to the ratification of the Constitution re­
lates to the judiciary branch of the Government, and is as follows: 

The judiciary of the United States is so constructed and extended as to 
absorb and destroy the judiciaries of the several States, thereby rendering 
laws as tedious, intricate, and expansive, and justice as unattainable by a 
great part of the community as in England, and enabling the rich to oppress 
and ruin the poor. 

Thus we see that Mr. Mason took the position that the Constitu­
tion as it stood did not guarantee the rights of the people suf­
ficiently against the encroachments of the Federal judiciary. He 
warned the people that the Constitution as it stood, he feared, did 
not sufficiently provide against what might grow into court usur­
pation, and out of his objections to the Constitution largely grew 
the first· ten amendments, advocated by Jefferson and Mason. 

With wonderful foresight he also saw how the Federal judiciary 
would overshadow and encroach on, if not destroy, the authority 
o~ the State courts. . And to-day we see this dangerous :work in 
progress. Under the clause of the Constitution relating to inter­
state commerce the Federal courts have managed to strip the 
State courts of the power to determine causes between a great 
railroad corporation and a citizen of said State, or even the State 
itself. Mr. President, I believe that the States still have a remedy 
in this matter in spite of the Federal judges. If a railroad is not 
willing to submit actions to a State court where they operate and 
receive the protection and favor of the State legislature, then the 
State can withhold its favor and not allow such corporations to 
operate in the State. But, Mr. President, if a State should attempt 
to exercise this last right left it in such matters we do not know 
but that the Supreme Court would try to have the State arrested 
for contempt and ousted from the Union without a trial by jury. 

I think, 1I.r. President, that Congress should by legislative en­
actment, if possible, define and limit the powers of the Supreme 
and other Federal courts to simply the powers that Jefferson 
and the other expounders of the Constitution say that they have 
under that instrument. But, Mr. President, we are to-day in this 
deplorable plight. Some of the ablest jurists we have tell us that 
by legislative enactment we can strip the court of some of the 
powers it has assumed and taken to itself. But suppose this body 
were to-day to pass a bill limiting the powers of the Supreme 
Com·t and pointing out the facts that it has assumed powers not 
granted to it by the Constitution; suppose Congress should pass 
such a measure, and sappose the President should sign it, and be 
merciful enough not to use his veto power, another relic of mon­
archy, what would happen? Your third legislative house would 
sit quietly over there, and when you had passed your law, it, with 
nine men, representing nobody, responsible to nobody, would coolly 
decide that your act was unconstitutional, because it limited its 
powers. 

There you are bottled, the American Congress bottled, with the 
Supreme Court holding down the stopper. What can you do? I 
see but one thing that we can do to correct the evils that now exist 
by law or by interpretations of courts, and I believe we will have to 
meet it soon. What is it? I believe it will be necessary to call a 
constitutional convention through the State legislatures to protect 
the people of this country against the aggressions of the courts. 
That is the only way it is possible if the court sees fit to disapprove 
of what you do. But that is in the future. Wliile we may have 
to do that, and I think the quicker the better, yet certainly we do 
not wish to pass any law giving the courts more power than they 
have. We need a convention to strip and bring them down to 
where the Constitution and Thomas Jefferson said they should 
stand. But until we can do that certainly the r epresentatives of 
the people can never, between their consciences and their God, in 
duty to their oaths to the Constitution and their pledges to the 
people, vote for any measure which deliberately increases the pow­
ers which the courts already have. 

Therefore, we must pass this amendment which I have offered, 
which guarantees to every .American citizen a trial by jury. 

-,- ~ 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment submitted by the Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 
BUTLER). 

Mr. HILL. I desire to suggest to the Senator from North Caro­
lina that he withdraw his amendment for the present and allow 
a vote to be had on the amendment submitted by the Senator from 
Utah [Mr. CANNON], which presents precisely the general ques-
tion involved. • 

Mr. BUTLER. What is the amendment submitted by the 
Senator from Utah? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment of the Senator from 
Utah will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. In line 18, section 4, it is proposed to strike 
out the words "in his discretion," and in line 19 to strike out the 
word "may" and insert the word " shall "; so as to read: 

But such trial shall be by the court. or upon the application of accused a 
trial by jury shall be had as in any crimina.l case. 

.M:r. BUTLER. I accept the amendment as an amendment to 
mine. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment is accepted. The 
question recurs on agreeing to the amendment M modified. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. As I understand the effect of this 
amendment, it is to take from the court the discretion as to a jury 
trial and to provide an appeal in all cases of indirect contempts. 
I do not lmderstand the amendment g6es to the extent of providing 
for a jury trial in cases of direct contempts. 

Mr. HILL. Direct contempts are not interfered with in any 
way. The control of that matter will, of course, remain the same 
as it is now-absolutely at the discretion of the court. It is only 
as to contempts committed outside of the court, called indirect 
contempts. Direct contempts may still be punished by the judge 
the same as formerly. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. The court will, in dh·ect con­
tempts, have exclusive power to try and fix the punishment? 

Mr. HILL. The court will still have absolute power in such 
cases. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, I want to call attention not to this 
bill particularly, only incidentally, perhaps, but I want to- call 
attention to the method of legislating in the closing hours of a ses­
sion. Here is a bill confessedly of great importance. It is a bill 
which requires very careful consideration. I desire to preface 
what I have to say by the distinct declaration that I do not sug­
gest the absence of a quorum of this body; but this bill is being 
considered, so far as it is conside1·ed, by perhaps 20 Senators at 
times, 15 Senators at times, and there have been times during the 
discussion this morning when there have not been 15 Senators in 
their seats; yet we are apparently acting upon a measure of prob­
ably as much importance as any matter which has been brought 
before the Senate and House of Representatives. The measure is 
regarded as important by its friends. It is of such importance 
that we had a dispatch here yesterday stating that 800,000 rail­
road employees of the country were watching with the most in­
tense interest the proceedings of the Senate with relation to this 
bill. 
Well~ Mr. President, if 800,000 railroad employees in the country 

are watching the proceedings of the Senate with intense interest 
in relation to this bill they are doing a great deal more than 
Senators are. Probably half, or nearly half, of the Senators have 
gone home, or gone to political conventions, or gone elsewhere. 
I suppose there may be a bare quorum of Senators in the city, 
but of those a good many are interested in appropriation bills, a 
good many are pa-cking up their papers to go home, seats are 
empty, and yet the Senator from New York insists upon con­
sidering, under such circumstances and at such a time, a most 
important measure. Whatever the opinion of Senators may be 
with reference to the particular bill before us, it is certainly a 
most important measure; that is agreed to by all, and I want to 
appeal to the Senator from New York that he do not press for a 
vote at this time, under these circumstances, upon such a measure 
as this. It is manifest that the bill can not pass the House of 
Representatives at this session; it is manifest that if anybody 
chooses to ask for a vote of the Senate, which shall represent a 
quo1·um of the Senate, the bill can not pass this body. It is also 
manifest that no attention is being paid to this bill by over a half 
dozen Senators, nor has there been from the time it has been 
taken up. 

I felt, Mr. President, that perhaps it was quite as well to call 
attention to the pra-ctice and method of legislating in the last 
hours of a session. I think if there are any bills which have been 
passed by Congress which are open to criticism, it will be found 
usually that they have passed in the last days or, perhaps, in the 
last night of the session, when Senators were tired, when mem­
bers of the House of Representatives were tired, when many of 
them had gone, when no point of a quorum was being made, and 
there were not more than ten or fifteen Senators in their seats, 
and even they inattentive under the circumstances. 

Now, I protest, Mr. President, against this kind of legislation 

on important matters under such circumstances. If there were 
a great emergency, if it were absolutely necessary in ordet to the 
protection of the people that a measure should be passed, that 
would be one thing; but with another session of Congress to meet 
in December, and with no great pressing necessity that the Sen­
ate should act without consideration upon an important measure 
of this kind, I do protest against its being pressed to a vote here. 

The power to punish for contempt has existed, Mr. President, 
from earliest times. I am not going to discuss this bill, or the pro­
priety of it, or the wisdom of passing it, or question whether the 
provisions of it are such as they ought to be, if a bill is to be passed. 
I am not going to discuss it in a Senate of perhaps 20 people, 
most .of whom are engaged in conversation among themselves so 
loud that it is almost impossible for me to hear myself talk. I am 
not going discuss a measure of this importance under such cir­
cumstances. 

As a member of the J u,diciary Committee I did not agree to this 
report-! desire to say that-not because I am of opinion that the 
law relating to procedure in contempt cases should not receive the 
attention of the legislative branch, but because I think this bill is 
entirely crude, that it has not had bestowed upon it the care and 
the study which ought to be bestowed upon a bill which attempts 
to revolutionize the entire practice in equity proceedings in the 
country. If I had a Senate here that would listen, I should be glad 
to discuss the bill, but what I do this morningis simply to protest 
against the attempt to pass a bill of this importance, of this mag­
nitude, under such circumstances. 

Now, I will allude to only one thing in the bill as showing how 
much it needs be reconsidered. Admitting, of course, for the 
argument, and admitting, I think, fully, that there should be some 
bill relating to the regulation of proceedings in contempt cases 
passed, if this bill were to pass and become a law, and a juror or 
awitness-I will say witness-where acivilcase is on trial in a cir­
cuit court or a criminal case is on trial in a district court, refused 
to obey the summons and wM brought into court, he would be 
guilty of an indirect contempt, and if the court undertook to fine 
hinl for refusing to obey the summons and absenting himself as a 
witness on the trial of that case he could demand a jury trial. If 
the amendment should pass, and, whether he demanded a jury 
trial or not, if he were fined $10 he could appeal that case to the 
Supreme Court of the United States. Well, Mr. President, the 
very statement that I' have made, which can not be controverted 
and will not be controverted, is enough to show that this bill 
should not pass. 

We have limited the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and there can not be an appeal in a capital case from 
the judgment of a circuit court or a district court to the Supreme 
Court of the United States. That has to be appealed or go by writ 
of error to the circuit court of appeals, and yet it is proposed here 
to give a witness who may disobey the summons of a coul't or the 
direction of the judge to appear in court, when the court under­
takes to punish him as for contempt, the right of trial by jury and 
an appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States, when we 
have just listened to a half hour's denunciation of the Supreme 
Court of the United States by a Senator who desires to have a bill 
with that regulation in it passed. 

Mr. President, have I not said enough to show that we ought 
not to act in this matter? There is probably no subject relating to 
the jurisprudence of this country which is any more intricate than 
the practice relating to con tempts or the law of con tempts. There 
has been practically no attempt at codification of the decisions rela­
tive to contempts of court. The trouble with this bill is that it 
sweeps all contempts, except those which are committed in the 
presence of the court or so near the court as to interfere with the 
administration of justice, into the catalogue of indirect con tempts, 
and it makes no distinction between those alleged con tempts, which 
have been the subject of discussion here, and contempts of a minor 
and lesser character. It might be admitted that the proceedings 
in the contempts which are complained of ought to be regulated. 
I do not think that a judge ought to have unlinlited and unre­
strained power to punish for contempts in such cases as have ex­
cited the attention of the country; but you can not have a court, 
Mr. President, without the power of the court to punish for con­
tempt in certain cases which are not included within the definition 
in this bill of direct contempts, and a very large proportion of the 
equity practice of this country depends upon the power of the 
court to enforce its decrees. 

Take the ordinary case of a court which requires a party to a 
proceeding to pay over money, to ueposit money in court during 
the progress of the trial upon a pending petition. A person may 
have money in his hands who is utterly irresponsible. The court 
in an equity case issues an order that he shall pay that money 
into court pending the progress of the case. He says, "I will not 
do it." The court brings him in and attempts to fine him for 
contempt. He says, "I want a jury trial"; and he is entitled to 
a jury trial if it is an equity case. Then, when he has been con­
victed by the jury of being in contempt of court, he says," I 
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propose to appeal this case to the Supreme Court of the United 
States." That will sta.y the execution, and he goes on and keeps 
the money. 

1\Ir. CANNON. Will the Senator yield to me for a question? 
Mr. PLATT. Yes. 
Mr. CANNON. Would not the case cited by the Senator from 

Connecticut be a case of direct contempt? 
Mr. PLATT. Not at all, under this bill; and that is the trouble 

about it. The bill is not understood. What I complain of is that 
there ought to be a different definition in this bill of direct, indi­
rect, and constructive contempts. 

Mr. CANNON. The Senator cited the case of an individual 
refusing in .the presence of the court to obey an order of the court. 

Mr. PLATT. Oh. no; not at all. 
Mr. CANNON. I understood that to be the Senator's language. 
Mr. PLATT. Oh, no. An order to pay money into court is 

not necessarily made when the person is in court. 
Mr. CANNON. The Senator used the language, "If a person 

was brought before the court and refused to pay the money/' 
Mr. PLATT. No. 
Mr. HILL. That would be an offense in conrt for which a per­

son could be punished as a direct contempt. 
Mr. PLATT. I may havA been unfortunate in some of the lan­

guage I have used; I think the RECORD, however, will show that 
I did not make use of that language. But this is the language of 
the bill: 

That con tempts of court are divided into two classes, direct and indirect, 
and sball be proceeded against only as hereinafter prescribed. 

Now, these are direct contempts: 
That contempts committed during the sitting of the court or of a judge at 

chambers, in its or his presence or so near thereto a.s to obstruct the admin­
istration of justice, are direct contempts. All others areindirectcontempts. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Will the Senator allow me? 
Mr. PLATT. Yes. 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Take a case like this: Suppose a 

juror is summoned to be m court on a certain day to attend to 
jury duty and he fails to go. A writ is issued and he is brought 
in for contempt of court for failing to appear as a juror. That 
would be an indirect contempt, I take it, under this bill, and he 
would be entitled under the proposed amendment to trial by jury. 

Mr. PLATT. Yes, and an appeal to the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

:M:r. MITCHELL of Oregon. Also to an appeal to the Supreme 
Court of the United States. It seems to me that would be a dan­
gerous obstruction of the administration of justice. 

Mr. PLATT. The passage of this bill in its present form is not 
only a revolution in the equity practice of this country, but is 
practically abolishing the chancery practice· of our courts. I am 
not complaining at all of the principle of the bill. I am not a-ssert­
ing that there should not be regulations of the practice in the 
matter of contempts. Our statutes on the subject acknowledge 
the right of Congress to regulate proceedings in contempt cases. 
I will read that section of the Revised Statutes: 

SEc. 725. The said courts shall have power to impose and administer all 
necessary oaths, and to punish, by fine or imprisonment, at the discretion of 
the court, contempts of their authority: Pro-vided, That such power to pun­
ish contempts shall not be construed to extend to any cases except the mis­
behavior of any person in the:ir presence, or so n ear thereto as to obstruct the 
administration of justice. the misbehavior of any of the officers of said courts 
in weir official transactions, and the disobedience or resistance by any such 
officer, or by any party, jm·or, witness, or othel' person, to any lawful writ 
process, order, rule, decree, or command of the said courts. ' 

This bill proposes to put into the list of indirect con tempts "the 
misbehavior of any of the officers of said courts in their official 
~ansactions, and the disobedience or resistance by any such offi­
cer, or. by any party, juror, witne.."\5, or other person, to any law­
ful wnt, process, order, rule, decree, or command of the said 
courts." These are all swept intoindirectcontempts. I say, Mr. 
President, that we can not proceed with the equity jurisdiction of 
our courts without certajnly the power to punish officers for mis­
behavior in their official tTansactions, and certainly jurors and 
witnesses for disobedience or resistance to the orders of the court 
nor indeed without the power toenforcebyfine andimprisonment 
the refusal to obey a large proportioh of the orders which are 
made by equity courts. 

The trouble about this thing is that a contention has arisen in 
this country over an extreme exercise of this authority, about 
which there is very intense feeling, and because of this Senators 
are ready to go and strike down the whole equity jurisprudence 
of the country. · 

I made a reference a moment ago to our having limited the ju­
risdiction of the Supreme Court of the United States. If I under­
stand, and am correct in my recollection, to entitle a person to go 
to the Supreme Court on a money question the amount involved 
n:ust b~ $5,000, or it must be a case in which a constitutional ques­
tion anses on a law of Congress, or where a question may be cer­
tified up from the court of appeals. 

In criminal matters we have taken jurisdiction entirely away 

from the Supreme Court of the United States, except in regard 
to criminal cases which come up from the Territories for offenses 
against United States laws. But a case can not come from a 
State or from a United States district or circuit court in a State 
to the Supreme Court of the United States even in a capital case. 
Those cases must go to the court of appeals. But that is not 
sufficient, apparently, for the purposes of this bill. An appeal from 
the judgment rendered in a contempt case does not by this bill 
go to the court of appeals, where a murder case must go, where 
all cases of money damage less than$5,000 in value must go from 
the district or circuit court, but must be taken directly to the 
Supreme Court of the United States. Why? Apparently, if this 
bill is passed, the Supreme Court of the United States will not 
have a great deal to do except to attend to appeals in contempt 
cases; and, as I was saying a moment ago, a very large propor· 
tion of the business transa-cted--

Mr. HILL. Will the Senator allow me a moment? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BLANCHARD in the chair). 

Does the Senator from Connecticut yield to the Senator from New 
York? 

Mr. PLATT. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HILL. The question which the Senator suggests as t9 

whether an appeal in cases of conviction of indirect contempts 
should be taken to the circuit court of appeals direct, and not else-­
where, or should go directly to the Supreme Court of the United 
States was very carefully considered. Upon that question I con· 
ferred with a distinguished member of the circuit court who had 
had before him some contempt cases of an important character, and 
he gave it as his opinion to me that it was better that those cases 
should go directly to the Supreme Court, otherwise the various 
circuit courts of appeals throughout the United States would 
establish different decisions upon the question as to what conSti­
tutes a contempt, and that it was wiser to take such cases directly 
to the court of appeals. I do not care about giving the name of 
the gentleman; but he thought it would be better and wiser in 
such cases. as a rule, to have the appeal in the first instance go to 
the highest court, in order that that court might lay down the law 
as to what constitutes contempt~ It was in pursuance, among 
others, of the suggestion made by this very able- judge that we 
adopted that course. I also submitted it to other judges, who 
coincided in that opinion. For that reason the course was taken. 

:Mr. PLATT. Now, I venture to guess-of course I can not as­
sert-that the judge of the court of appeals who advised t.hat the 
appeal should be taken to the Supreme Court of the United States 
did not understand the scope of the bill. He did not understand 
that a witness or a juror who refused to obey the order of the 
court and was fined for contempt would be entitled under the bill 
to appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States. I venture 
to guess that the opinion which was rendered to the Senator from 
New York upon this subject by the judge of the circuit court or 
the circuit court of appeals was rendered without knowing what 
the bill was, and that no one will be more surprised than he when 
he learns that the Senator from New York has cited him as au­
thority for supposing it was better to appeal a case where there 
was a ten-dollar fine for contempt to the Supreme Court of the 
United States than to the circuit court of appeals. 

Mr. HILL. I desire to say to the Senator from Connecticut 
that the judge referred to will not be surprised about it. He had 
this bill and carefully examined it. I had several consultations 
with him in regard to it, and upon that very point he was 
emphatic. -

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CHAPELL, 
one of its clerks, announced that the House had passed the bill 
(S. 1306) to authorize and encourage the holding of a transmis­
sissippi exposition at the city of Omaha, in the State of Nebraska, 
in the year 1898, and making an appropriation therefor, with an 
amendment in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the fol­
lowing bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 180) to make the city of Erie, Pa.. a port of imme-
diate transportion; · 

A bill (H. R. 7338) for the relief of William H. Scofield, Jacob 
Brady, James Ketcham, Annie Booth, as administratrix of the 
goods, chattels, and credits of George W. Booth, deceased, Wil­
son P. Billar, Ezra L. Waterhouse, Moses C. Bell, George W. 
Byles, and George A. Scofield; 

A bill (H. R. 9123) to prevent forest fires on the public. domain; 
and 
. A bill (H. R. 9345) to enable certain persons in the State of Mis­

sissippi to procure title to public lands. 
TRANSM.ISSISSIPPI INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION. 

Mr. ALL.EN. I ask the Chair to lay before the Senate the 
amendment of the House. of Representatives to Senate bill 1306· 
and I desire to ask unanimous consent that the Senate concur i~ 
the amendment made by the House of Representatives. 

-.-
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The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the amend­
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 1306) to au­
thorize and encourage the holding of a transmississippi and 
international exposition at the city of Omaha, in the State of 
Nebraska, in the year 1898; which was, on page 5, line 17, after the 
word '' dollars," to insert: 

Prov-ided, That no liability against the Government shall be incurred, and 
no expenditure of money under this act shall be made, until the officers of 
said exposition shall have furnished the Secretary of the Treasury proofs to 
his satisfaction that there has been obtained by said exposition corporation 
subscriptions of stock in good faith, contributions, donations, or appropria­
tions from all sources for the purposes of said exposition a sum aggregating 
not less than $250,000. 

Mr. ALLEN. I move that the Senate concur in the amendment 
of the House of Representatives. 
. The motion was agreed to. 

PORT OF ERIE, PA. 

Mr. CAMERON. . I ask the Senate to take up the bill (H. R.180) 
to make the city of Erie, Pa., a port of immediate transportation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Pennsylvania 
asks unanimous consent to consider at this time the bill which he 
has indica ted. 
· Mr. IDLL. Without prejudice to the pending bill, it is under­
stood. 

Mr. CAMERON. The bill will not lead to debate. 
There being no objection, the bill was read twice and considered 

as in Committee of the Whole. , 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, orderecl 

to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

PAY OF LETTER CARRIERS, 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I ask the Senator from New 
York to allow the pending bill to be laid aside temporarily for a 
few moments, to allow me to call up a small bill of only seven 
lines. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from New 
York yield to the Senator from Oregon? 

Mr. HILL. The Senator from Connecticut has the floor. 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I ask the Senator from Connecti­

cut to yield to me. It is a small bill of only seven lines. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Connect­

icut yield to the Senator from Oregon? 
Mr. PLATT. So far as I am concerned, I will yield. I feel, 

however, that I am rather under the direction of the Senator 
from New York. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I am much obliged to both the 
Senator from New York and the Senator from Connecticut. I 
ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to proceed to the con­
sideration of the bill (S. 3058) to increase the pay of letter car­
riers. 

Mr. MILLS. I think that is too large a bill to be considered 
now. I object to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I hope the Senator from Texas 
will not object. 

Mr. MILLS. It is a bill of too much importance to be pressed 
during the last hours of the session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Texas objects. 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I think the Senator from Texas 

will not insist on his objection. 
Mr. MILLS. Yes, I will. 
Mr. PETTIGREW. Mr. President--
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Oregon has 

the floor. The Chair understands the Senator from Texas to ob­
ject to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. If the Senator from Texas insists 
upon his objection, of course I can not proceed, but I appeal to the 
Senator not to object. This bill was reported from the committee 
of the Senate and a similar bill was reported also in the House. 

Mr. MILLS. How much money will it take? 
· Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. It will take considerable money, 
but that is not the most important question. The question is 
whether we should not do justice by these letter carriers, who are 
the hardest worked class of people in this country in the public 
service and get the least pay in proportion. 

Mr. MILLS. What committee reported the bill? 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. The Committee on Post-Offices 

and Post-Roads. It was also reported in the House and is on the 
Calendar there. I hope the Senator from Texas will withdraw 
his objection. 

Mr. HARRIS. To what extent are the salaries increased? 
- Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. It advances them about $100 each· 
class; there are three classes. That is all. It is a very small in· 
crease. 

Mr. MILLS. What will the lowest cla-ss get, $800? 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Bix hundred dollars. 
Mr. MILLS. And then up to $1,000? 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Six hundred dollars, $800, and 

81,000, and up to $1,200. I hope the Senator from Texas will with­
draw his objection. 

Mr. MILLS. I object, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenatorfrom Texasobjects 

to the present consideration of the bill. 
BREEDING OF FOXES IN ALASKA. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of Senate bill 2555. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Connect­
icut, who is entitled to the floor, yield to the Senator from South 
Dakota? 

Mr. PLATT. I have no objection. 
Mr. HILL. What is the nature of the bill the Senator from 

South Dakota desires to have considered? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be read for the in­

formation of the Senate. 
Mr. PLATT. I desire to state that I have no objection to yield­

ing for the passage of bills that are important and do not lead to 
discussion. I feel, however, that I am somewhat under the direc­
tion of the Senator from New York, and that he is the one who 
should be asked to yield. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I object to the passage of any bill 
until we dispose of the pending bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Oregon inter­
poses an objection. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I will say in regard to the bill I wish to 
call up that it simply gives authority to the Secretary of the 
Treasury to lease certain islands in Alaska for the raising of foxes. 
Some of our citizens several years ago occupied the islands and 
now have a large number of foxes upon them. They find that 
they are interfered with by poachers, who kill their property and 
carry it away. The islands named in the bill are not occupied. 
Then it provides that other islands may be leased for the same 
purpose, under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
No one lives upon the islands. It interferes with no rights and 
conveys no title. · It seems to me there ought to be no objection 
to the passage of this measure. I hope the Senator from Oregon 
will withdraw his ·objection. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I withdraw it if the bill does not 
lead to debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to there­
quest of the Senator from South Dakota? 

There being no objection, the bill (S. 2555) to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue leases of certain islands in 
Alaska for the breeding of foxes was considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Public Lands with 
amendments. 

The first amendment wa-s, in line 3, after the word 'f That," to 
insert "for the purpose of encouraging the propagation of the 
blue and silver fox"; so as to read: 

That for the purpose of encouraging the proi?agation of the blue and silver 
fox the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 1s hereby, authorized to issue 
leases to the islands of North Semidi, South Semidi Ukomok, Long Island, 
Little Koniushi, Pearl Island, Carlsons Island, Little Naked Island, and Mar­
mot Island, in Alaska, for a period not exceeding twenty years, for the pur­
pose of breeding and domesticating blue and silver foxes; and he may issue 
leases of such other islands in Alaska for this purposo as may seem, in his 

. opinion, to be in accordance with the public interest; all such leases to be 
held under such regulations as he may prescribe. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was to add at the end of the bill the fol­

lowing proviso: 
Provided, That persons actually engaged in caring for and domesticating 

such foxes on any of said islands shall be accorded the preference right to 
lease the island or occupy the same under such rules and regulations as the 
Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe, and such lessee shall have the 
privilege of killing the foxes and disposing of their furs, subject to the rules 
and regulations aforesaid. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend­
ments were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

PAY OF LETTER CARRIERS. 

Mr. MILLS. · I withdraw the objection I interposed to the bill 
called up by the Senator from Oregon. It seems that he has his 
heart set on its passage. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I am obliged to the Senator from 
Texas. Then I ask that the bill may be considered at this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Oregon asks 
unanimous consent for the present consideration of a bill, which 
will be stated. 

Mr. HILL. Without prejudice to the pending bill? 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Oh, certainly. 
The Secretary read the bill (S. 3058) to increase the pay of let­

ter carriers; and by unanimous consent the Senate, as in Com­
mittee o:£ the Whole, proceeded to its consideration. It provides 
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that after June 30, 1896, the pay of letter carriers in cities of 
more than 75,000 population for the first year of service shall be 
8600; for the second year of service shall be 5800; for the third 
year of service shall be $1,000; for the fourth year of service and 
thereafter shall be 31,200. And after June 30, 1896, the pay of 
letter carriers in cities of a population of under 75,000 for the first 
year of service shall be $600; for the second year of service, $800; 
for the third year of service and thereafter, $1,000. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 

BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the following bills: 

A bill (S. 261) for the relief of Arthur P. Selby; 
A bill (S. 1011) for the relief of Capt. James Regan, United 

States Army; 
A bill (S. 2943) to auth01ize the construction of a bridge across 

the Warrior River by the Mobile and Ohio Railroad Company; 
A bill (S. 2944) to authorize the construction of a bridge across 

the Cahaba River, in Bibb County, Ala., by the Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad Company; and -

A bill (S. 2945) to amend an act approved August 6, 1888, en­
titled "An act to authorize the construction of a bridge across the 
Alabama River." 

The message also announced that the House had passed a bill 
(H. R. 1256) for the relief of Henry A. Webb; in which it re­
quested the concunence of the Senate. 

PRESIDENTIAL A.PPROV ALS. 
A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. 

PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President 
had on the 9th instant approved and signed the following acts: 

An act (S. 1189) granting a pension to Eliza Sandford; and 
An act (S. 2022) to amend an act entitled "An act to provide 

for the protection of the salmon fisheries of Alaska." 
The message also announced that the President of the United 

States had on this day approved and signed the following acts: 
An act (S. 2859) changing the time for holding circuit court of 

the United States at Hartford, in the district of Connecticut; 
An act (S. 2928) to extend the routes of the Eckington and Sol­

diers' Home Railway Company and of the Belt Railway Com­
pany of the District of Columbia, and for other purposes; and 

An act (S. 2978) to provide an American register for the steamer 
Menemsha. 

CONTEMPTS OF COURT. 
Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I must insist that the debate shall 

proceed upon the contempts bill. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid­

eration of the bill (S. 2984) in relation to contempts of court. 
Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, I do not think there could have 

been any better illustration of the point I made against attempt­
ing to consider legislation of the importance of this measure re­
lating to the proceedings in case of contempt than what has taken 
place in the Senate during the last ten minutes, I might say what 
is taking place now, where Senators are talking so loud around 
me that I can not be heard. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate will be in order. 
Senators will please suspend audible conversation. 

Mr. PLATT. For the information of the Senate-for I do not 
think Senators know what has been done in the last few minutes 
by my yielding goodnaturedly to Senators who desired to pass 
bills-I will state that we have authorized the lease of some islands 
up in Alaska for the raising of foxes-blue foxes and silver foxes; 
we have passed a bill to make Erie a subport of entry, and we 
have increased the pay of letter carriers as far as the Senate is 
concerned, thereby taking about $1,000,000 annually from the 
Treasury of the United States. Now, I venture to say that not 
ten persons in the Senate knew until I made that statement what 
had been done in the Senate during the last few minutes; and I 
think none of them scarcely know that up to that time we were 
discussing one of the most important questions that has come 
before Congress and one of the most important questions relating 
to the administration of our Government. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Connecticut 
will suspend until order is restored in the Chamber. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon (at 2 o'clock p.m.). What is the 
unfinished business·? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pending bill. The Senator 
from Connecticut is recognized. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I understood that the immigra­
tion bill is the unfinished business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that the 
measure now under discussion is the unfinished business. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. When, may I inquire, was the 
immigration bill displaced? It was certainlymade the unfinished 
business some days ago. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will cause the matter 
to be look@d up. 

Mr. HILL. The RECORD shows that with the assent of the Sen­
ator from New Hampshire [Mr. CHANDLER] that bill was displaced 
and this bill taken up. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. If this bill was taken up after 2 
o'clock, then it would have the effect of displacing the immigration 
bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will have the RECORD 
read. 

Mr. HILL. I trust that the Senator, after having been allowed 
to secure the passage of a million-dollar bill, will not now raise a 
technical question against the contempts bill. · 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Not at all. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read from the 

RECORD. 
The Secretary read as follows: 

Mr. HILL. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill 
(S.2984) in relation to contempts of court. 

The motion was agree.d to. 
Mr. HILL. Mr. President-
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Will the Senator from New York yield to me a 

moment? 
Mr. HILL. Yes, sir.-Congressional Record, June 9, page 6320. 

Mr. HILL. I always have to yield to the Senator from Oregon. 
Mr. HARRIS. At what hour was that motion made? 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Was the motion made before or 

after 2 o'clock? 
Mr. HARRIS. It was made after 2 o'clock, I understand. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. After 2 o'clock. 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Then the effect would be to dis­

place the immigration bill. 
Mr. HARRIS. Unquestionably. 
Mr. HILL. The immigration bill is not expected to be passed. 

The author of it has gone away. 
Mr. CULLOM. The Calendar of to-day indicates tha.t the im­

migration bill is the unfinished business. I know nothing more 
about it than that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Connecticut 
will proceed. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, this new interruption of my re­
marks being over, I trust that I may be able to draw the atten­
tion of the few Senators who have thought it their duty to attend 
the session of the Senate to-day to the bill which was under dis­
cussion and to the point which I was making, that a bill of this 
character ought not to be pressed to a vote under such circum­
stances. If my recollection serves me through the interval which 
has elapsed since I was addressing the Senate on this subject, I had 
adverted to the fact that we had limited the Supreme Court of the 
United States in its jurisdiction necessarily and properly to cases 
involving $5,000 value, and to thoseinvolvingconstitutional ques­
tions or the construction of some statute law of the United States, 
and that in criminal cases we had taken away from them entirely 
their jurisdiction to hear and review the decisions of the lower 
courts, even in capital cases. And yet here is a bill which pro­
poses to allow an appeal from a district court or a circuit court 
anywhere in the United States uponafive-dollarjudgment ofthat 
court inflicted as a punishment for contempt. 

The Senator from New York interrupted me to say that he had 
the opinion of some judge of the circuit court or circuit court of 
appeals that that is where the appeal ought to go rather than to 
the circuit court of appeals. If that judge understood what this bill 
is, the very fact that he thought an appeal in a five-dollar punish­
ment for contempt of a circuit court or district court of the United 
States should be taken to the Supreme Court of the United 
States is perhaps an argument why it should not be taken to the 
circuit court of appeals. I am surprised that in his zeal to pass 
this bill any Senator should stand here and attempt to defend the 
provisions of the bill so far as they relatetopractice in our courts. 
The difficulty about it I was proceeding to state. There has been 
a tendency in courts of late to extend the power of punishing for 
contempts. It has been carried to a very greatlength, and some 
of the recent cases alluded to by the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. 
ALLEN] yesterday, and the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PEFFER] 
to-day, have so far excited the attention of the country that it has 
been felt that there should be some limitation upon the power of 
the circuit or district courts of the United States to inflict punish­
ment in such cases, and in the zeal to accomplish that purpose 
they have, as it seems to me, utterly failed to understand the pro­
visions of this bill. 

Let us see if I am right or wrong about this matter. I have 
spoken of the fact that all offenses and disobedience of the orders 
of the court except those directly within the presence of the court 
or so near thereto as to interfere with the administration of justice 
have been swept into this description of indirect con tempts. Sec­
tion 4 of the bill provides that any case except the case of a direct 
contempt, that is, any misbehavior of the officers of the court 
outside of the court, any refusal of the officers of the court to 

-
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execute the process of the court, unless that refusal oo made and forbids the infringer further to seU or make the article made 
within the presence of the judge or in the immediate neighbor- in violation of the patent. There is no method of enforcing that 
hood of the chamber, a letter written from half a mile away by decree except by punishment for contempt; and yet. theca e hav­
the sheriff t-o the judge saying, ~'I refuse your order to ~ecute ing been all tried. having been carried, possibly, to the circuit court 
your process," is an indirect contempt; and a man is· to have a of appeals, and judgment affirmed there, and remanded to the cir­
regular accusation filed against him is entitled to be confronted cuit court for execution, the person refusing still to obey the 
with his witnesses, his case tried orally ~ and if the amendment of order of the court is brought in on contempt, and my friend the 
the Senator from North Carolina prevails he is entitled to have a Senator from Kansas says he should have· a jury trial. 
jury and then to appeal that case from the punishment which is It is proposed to try it all over again before a jury, and then he 
inflicted upon him to the Supreme Court of the United States. Is is to hav.e the right of appeal to the Supreme Court of the United 
it possible, Mr. President, that this is insisted upon? Let me see States. He can not get his patent suit there in any other way. 
if it is not so. Section 5 provides- It is not altogether improbable that, having taken away f1·om the 

That the testimony taken on the tl"iaJ of any accusation of indirect colll· Supreme Court the jurisdiction in patent cases, a person whose 
tempt- case has been decided by the circuit court and the circuit court of 

"Any accusation of indirect contempt/' It does not make any appeals may refuse to execute the order of the circuit court for 
difference whether it is before a jury or whether it is before a. the mere purpose of getting his patent case into the Supreme 
court, whatever testimony is taken upon the trial- Court of the. United States when now it can not be taken there. 
of any accusation of indirect contempt may be preserved by bill of excel>- . I do not know what would come up on the hearing of such an ap­
tions, and any judgment of conviction therefor may be reviewed upon direct. peal in the Snttreme Court of the United States. I do not know 
appeal to or by writ of error from the Supreme Court, and affirmed, reversed, whether it would be just the question whether he had refused to 
or modified as just ice may require .. Upon allowance of an appeal or writ of obey the order of the Cir-cm·t cout·t. I presume thet·e would be 
error execution of the judgment sha.ll be stayed upon the giving of such 
bond as may be required by the court or a judge thereof, or by any justice something more than that. The question whether the decision of 
of the Supreme Court. the circuit court in relation to the patent suit was right and just 

This, as it seems to me, is so plain, so palpable, that there can be would come up. I think it would ~ring up the whole question. 
no Senator found within the walls of this Chamber who as an in- I am not objecting to the principle which is contended for in 
dependent proposition wonld vote for that provision. Put it in the pending bill, but I am objecting to the crude character of the 
another form, introduce it as a separate bill, and say in caw any bill and to the fact that it makes no distinction between con­
officer or any district or circuit court in the United States shall tempts which are merely the disobedience by a witness or a juror 
refuse to execute the official orders of the judge of such court he of the command of a court and the contempt which is the dis­
shall, when accused of contemiJt, be entitled to be tried upon an obedience of orders such as were issued in the Ricks and Debs 
accusation filed in the court, confronted with witnesses, and shall cases. The fault of this bill is that its definitions are not correct. 
have the right to appeal from thejudgmen.t inflktingpunishment Its division of contempts into different classes is not correct, and 
upon him, even though it be no more than $5, to the Supreme Court it needs more care, more attention, more thought, more study, 
of the United States; and tell me whether any Senator within the before it should be passed by this body or by Congress. 
sound of my voice would vote for such a proposition.. I aid that I was not going to argue the question involved in 

Now, what I have said in regard to this matter applies equally this bill before a Senate in which, while I insist again that I am 
well to a great variety of cases in which, if it was not for the not suggesting the absence of a quorum, there are not 15 Senators 
anxiety to regulate the contempt proceedings in these cases where at this time. The question whether the power to punish for con­
it is supposed that the power has been extended beyond its legiti- tempt is a necessary, inherent, integral part of our judicial system 
mate and proper office, there is a. whole line of cases which it and of a oonrt is a great question. I admit that you can regulate. 
would be admitted it is perfectly proper shoul.d be enforced by it. I deny that yon: can take it away. N otwithsta.nding the 
the process of contempt by the conr~ district or circuit, without strictures of the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. BuTLER], I 
any review; and indeed as to almost all of the instances in which do not believe that the legislative branch can interfere with the 
a circuit or district comt would use its power to punish for con- judicial branch of the Government any more than it can with 
tempt as a method of enforcing its decrees and orde:rs it will be the executive branch of the Government. 
admitted that that power ought to exist and that there was no Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President-
occasion fo:r any change of the law on the subject. Take, for The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Connect-
instance, the order of a court to execute a deed. The case having icut yield to the Senator from North Carolina! 
been tried, the witnesses heard. the party given a full opportunity Mr. PLATT. I do not. 
to make his defense, the court determines that he ought to execute The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Connecticut 
a deed which he has agreed to execute, and orders him to exooute' declines to yield. 
it. Will it be claimed that there is any justice in applying the Mr. BUTLER. Then I shall reply to that statement--
power to punish for contempt for a disobedience of that order? Mr. PLATT. The Senator from North Carolina. is out of order 
Mr. President, it would not for a moment excite. the attention of at the present time. 
Senators. That we may regulate proceedings in cases for contempt I do 

Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator from Connecticut permit me not deny; that if there has been any injustice, any tyranny, any 
to ask him a question at this poin.t? interference with the rights of the citizen in the administration of 

Mr. PLATT. Certainly. the poweYof a court to punish for contempt. weoughttointerfere, 
Mr. ALLEN. Suppose the party should refus& or fail to exe- · I do not deny. Bu.t we ought to be very careful in doing so that 

cnte a deed, is it not always within the power of the court to we do not go to the extent of taking away from the court one of 
direct an officer to execut-e the deed in the delinquent's name, and its essential features, and without which there can no more be a 
does not that deed have the same force that it would have as if court than there can be a court without a judge. 
executed by the other party? It is a g1·eat question, as I have said. It involves the powers of 

Mr. PLATT. I am unable to answer the question. The Sena- the different branches of the Government, of the wisdom of the 
tor from Nebraska is so much better a lawyer than I am that I division of those powers into three parts-executive, legislative, 
will not undertake to question-- and judicial It involves the greater question how far the people-

Mr. ALLEN. I hope the Senator will not consider that I am in the United States are to be made to submit to law and to what 
trying to establish my equality with him as a lawyer. But I sub- extent they are to be permitted to run wild and defy the law and 
mit to the Senator from Connecticut that it is the law that if a defy the Government in all its branches, executive, legislative, 
party is directed by decree of court to execut.e a deed, in ease of and judiciaL That question is t.oo large to argue to a half dozen 
specific performance or something of that kind, and he fails to do Senators, who are more interested about leasing the islands of 
it, the court ordinarily provides in the same decree that on his Alaska for the raising of foxes than they are about this question; 
failure to execute the deed within thirty or sixty days, as the case and I only rose for the purpose of protesting against the attempted 
may be, the sheriff or marshal shall execute the deed in his name, passage of the bill in the last hours of the session without consid-
and that deed is just as good as if the party himself executed it. eration of its provisions. 

Mr. PLATT. In that case there would be no doubt, I imagine, Mr. President, the power to punish for contempt is older than 
about the power of. the marshal or the officer to execute the deed. the Constitution. It is as old as courts. It is as old as the ad­
But I supposed tha·fi. the question which the Senator asked me was ministration of justice. While there may have been some per­
in respect to a decree where that direction had not been inserted. version of this power, such cases do not arise frequently. There 

So with regard to all patent cases. I think a very large propor- is no reason to suppose that naturally any trouble of that kind will 
tionof thepatentp:racticein thiscountrynowdependsforenforce- occur between now and next fall. In a hundred years and more 
ment to prevent infringement of patents upon the power of the of constitutional history we have had no serious question of this 
court to punish for contempt for disobedience of its decree. Here sort raised. The courts have· got along pretty well, the adminis­
is an infringer of a patent, and the person owning the patent goes tration of justice has progressed pretty well under the power to 
into court and asks for a trial. Possibly a preliminary injunction punish for eontempt. Once in a while a man who is punished for 
is granted; perhaps not. Perhaps the case is tried. It proceeds contempt feels that he is oppressed. I have defended cases in 
to a final decree. The comt orders that t.he infringement cease, which I felt at the time that there had been a very severe exercise 
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of the p.owe:t of the eonrt.in the punishment inflicted: for- a disobe­
dience of its orders. I know my clients felt outraged. But as-time 
has gone on and I have looked at it again and referred to-the cases as 
repo:rrted, I must confess that I think the conrts were right. Cases 
may arise-I will not saysuch cases have not arisen-in which the 
power of the court has: been arbitrarily exercised I will not say 
that such cases have aTisen. But it will be found that th<Jse cases 
in this country, with the love of freedom which exists here, are 
and will be of very infrequent occurrence; and I think it is as likely 
to be regulated by public sentiment without legislation as by legis­
lation, and ten times more likely to be regulated by public sen­
timent without legislation than to be satisfactorily regulated by 
legislation such as is· here proposed~ · 

If the Senate were full I should be glad to argue' the question. 
I have glanced at it just enough to indicate· the importance of 
the subjectr just enough to indicate how utterly improper· it is to 
attempt to dispose of a question of this sort rmder the circum.­
stances which now exist in the Senate of the United States'. 
Mr~ MITCHELL of Oregon. MI:. President, I quite agree with 

the Senator from Connecticut [Mr~ PLATT]. that the question un­
der discussion is a very important oner The wide range which 
the· debate has. taken indicates· that very clearly. This is a Semtte 
b~moreovex~ .Even if passed at tll:ia late hour in the sessiDn 
there can be no possible hope of its getting consideratron else­
where. It does seem to me in view of wha"t has been sai.d by the 
Senator from. Connecticut, and of all the facts: and circumstances 
surrounding the case,. that it is but a waste of time to- continue 
the discussion of thiS question to the- obstruction of other meas­
ures of importance which have already passed the House of Rep­
resentatives and which ought to be considered by the Senate. 

Ihavenot beendispused, as the·Senato1ifromNewYorkmcharge 
of the bill knows, to interfere with a reasonable effort on his- part· 
an-d 0n. the part af the Senate- to bring this bill to a. vote. The 
Senaim: from New Y 0rk in charge· of the bill this morning· was 
of the impression that a vote could be' reached without any ex­
tended debate. The result has sh0Wll that he was mistaken, and 
even now, as it would seem, there is: scarcely an.ypossibility r much 
less probability .. that a vote can be: reach-ed to-day if we were to 
continue the disct:3Si<m from now until midnight. 

Mr_ HILL. Who is. anxi.ous1to continue thediscussi~n, lshould 
like to brow? 

Mr. l\ITTCHELL of Oregan. I shall not make> a moti<m at this 
point to attempti' to dis.pfuce it, hut l will and do make an appeal 
to the Senator from New York and to the Senate to permit this 
matter, unless a vote can be had without.fu:rther debate-of course, 
if w vote can be had without turth:erdeba.te,.a.Il!well and good-to 
be laid aside', and that I may be pem:nitted to move to proceed to 
the consideration. at the Ho-use joint resolution looking to the 
reorganization of the Northern Pacific Railroad Compamyr 

'!'here are, I am awa:re~ on the pa~-t of certam Senators, some 
objections to the joint resolution of the House, and some objec­
tions, perhaps, to the joint. resolution reported unanimously from 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate; which has been on 
our docket here for some time, but I suggest that we permit the 
matter to come up. Let us counsel with each other, and if amend­
ments are to be proposed to the Rouse joint resolution-and there 
certainly will be, fro: Lshall propose an amendment myself-letus 
discuss them and consider them and en.dea.vo:r to· come to S£>me 
eonclrrsion in reg:::rrd to the matterr 

As I intimated this morning in the few ramarlrs I made,. this is 
a matter not so much in the interest of the purchasers or the men 
who may become the purchasers of the property as it is in the 
interest of the people of the communities of the States through 
which the road 1i'U:rui. 

I will state :further1 if I may be permitted to discuss it on this 
question., that. neither the joint resolution that comes from the 
House, nor the joint. resolution reported by. the Judiciary Com­
mittee, now on the Calendar, grants any new rights whatever to 
these pe0ple. It. grants no new franchises, no new property 
righte---

Mr. BERRY. Mr. President-
The PRESIDING OFFICER~ D<res the Senator from Oregon 

yield to the· Seruttor from Al:kansas? 
l\Ir. MITCHELL of Oregon. Not for the p-resent. I will.yie!d 

in a. moment. Neither of the joint resolutions. grants any new 
rights of any kind or character whatever 0r that a:re not possessed. 
now by the Northern Pacilic Railroad Company;. while on the 
otb.elr hand-

Mr. IDLL. DoeSJ the Senator from Oregon-­
Mr. Ml'l'CHELL of Oregon. I do not yield now. 
Mr. HILL. Does , the: Senator from Oregon think it fair to 

take up the time of this bill-
The PRESIDING OFFICER~ The Chair asks Senators to ad­

dress- the- Chair before interrupting a.noth:er Senator. Does the 
Senator from Oregon yield to the Senator from New Yorke 
Mr~MITC.HELL of Oregon. Not:now ~ I will yield in a m'OID.ent. 

1 am not going to tallr long, as I da not wish to take: up· the time 
of the Senate. 

In addition to gra;nting no new rights, various and sundry re­
strictions are proposed to be tllrown around the purchasers of 
this property, every one of them in the interest of the Govern­
ment and the people. I will state-some of them. I referred to 
one this morning which compels the new company, if organized 
under an act crf Congress, to sell, at not exceeding $2.50 an acre, 
all lands outside of a certain limit-a; mile distant from the road. 
Not only that~ but the measure, both as sent here by the House 
and as reported in the Senate, proposes· to· prevent by legislation 
any possibility of a eombination upon the part of this company 
or its stockholders. and directors: with any other company or its 
stockholdem or directors,. so as to make a combination with. other 
roads-a matter of vital imparlance to the people of this country, 
and especially to the· people of the States through whi.Dh this. great 
line of roa-d runs. 

Further, I say the measum· is not one simply in the interest of 
some- railroad men, some capitalists. They get the benefit,. per­
haps.. '.Rhey undoubtedly desire some such legislation. That iB 
all well enough, but if. we C&II hDld on to this great pl"operty so 
that it will be nn<fur- the contro-l of Congress and not allow it to 
get a.wayfrom us, to be organized undersomeStatecharter, where 
Congress will haYe no control, then it seems. to me that it is oUl' 
bounden duty to do it" 'l'hi:s: resolution, 1 may further state,. pro­
vides that the new company shall be responsible fo:t and shall pay 
all judgmentsohtadned agaj:n.st. the old Northern Pacific Company 
on covenants of warranty,. for sales of lands,. and for injuries to 
persollS' and property. 

Now, I shall not ta.k&:fu:rther tfme. I si:ml_)lyintend to make 
this appeal to the Senate to take up. the joint resolution and dis­
cuss it. If there are. objections tu it,. if there are further res'tric­
tions that- ought to be: thrown around it, we will consider them, 
and if theycommenrlithemselvest01the·good ju:dgmelrt oftheSen­
ate we will incorporate them. It is a matter of importance. It 
is here from the House~ We can take it up 31Il.d dispose of it, it 
seems tcr m.e-, wit:Etin the next. few hours. Therefore I make· this 
appeaL If we can get a vote upon the: bill now before the Senate 
of w hieh the Senator-from. New Yill:k has charge, of course I shall 
be glad,. and shall not obtrude: to prevent it;: but after that .r shall 
ask tha Senate to. proceed. to. the cunsideration o.t this House joint 
resolution.. 

Mr. SMIT.B'L Mr. President, I feel it my duty, in fairneas and 
justice, in view of what the,Senatar: from Oregon [Mr. MITCHELL], 
who is i:nte'J'eSted in the- joint resolu:tion.,. has said, to state that in 
the cl-osing- hours: af. the sessiGDl my consent can not be ohtained 
for tile passage of a. measure that involves $400,000,000 and43',.-
0QO~OOO acre& of.lamiwhich this: GeJvernm.enthas'granted to other 
companies. To allow them to re0rganize with-out canyin.g oat 
what s.mne:of us: believe to be honest obligations, and to hurry the 
mea.strr& through the Senate- as it was railroaded throug.h the 
Hous.e day before yesterday, will not be. done with. my c.oosent~ 
Mr~ MITCHELL of. Oregon. Will the Senator-from New Jer· 

sey allow me? 
Mr. SMITlii. Cerlainly~ 
Mr. MITCHELL of OregOIL Sa. far as I am CE>llcerned,. I will 

vote· for n:a j~int.resoluti:on allowing a reorganization. of theN orth­
em Pacioo R31ih-oa-d Company that w:tll of itself interfere with 
any existing r.i:ghts. or- obligations. Whatever rights other parties 
or tb±rd parties have to'-<lay in virtue of contracts or· arrange­
ments with the Northern Pa.cifie Rai.h~oad Company I do not p:to­
pose to interfere with. '!'hose oontraets. s.tand good against, the 
old company~ 1 would no.t for one moment thm.k of voting for 
any propositi.on that would interfere with an.y of. them.. We could 
not da it if. we shoul:d desire to do so. 'lllie courts: would hold that 
it was uitm. vires. Let ns get. the matter up and discuss. it and 
see' what kind 0f a joint resolution we. h-ave here_ 

Mr-. SMI'Ji'H. My object in. rising was to reply to the proposi­
tion of the Senator from Oregon,. who seems. ra-ther to criticise 
the Senato:u from New Y0r k for- consuming tim~ with a bill which, 
he says-, can not p0Ssibly pass at this: session, and that it is· useless 
to take u:p- time in discussing it. 

I will say to the Senator from Oregon that the: joint resolution 
in which he ia interested is: of aa great if not more' importance to 
the peoplfr of this country and that it will require at least two or 
three· days. for: the gefltlem.en who wish to talk on the subject to 
be heard. With that fact now known, and in tha closing hours 
of the session., it does not seem to me reasonable or fai:r for him 
t.a ask anyon-e els:e to give: way, on a; measure which others believe 
is of great importamce, tow matter which can not in my judgment 
be settled at this session. 

This; is a matter of great imp:o.rtance.,, one that should not be 
taken ~ even. for· disenssion at so !ate a day in. the session. ] feel 
all kindness: for the Senator from. Oregon, and as. he has. the joint 
reSE)lntion in charge it is his right and duty to press it, perhaps. 
1 hope. he will! see~ however·r that ftr. is. beyond q u.estion. impossible 
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to engage now in discussion even of a character which would 
lead to a vote during the present session of Congress, and that 
the bill now under consideration will be proceeded with. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. President, I simply desire to suggest to the 
distinguished Senator from Oregon [:Mr. MITCHELL] that if the 
matter which he desires to bring to the attention of the Senate is 
of such commanding and urgent importance there is certainly no 
reason why the Senate and Congress has not ample time for its 
consideration. The very fact that gentlemen are willing to ad­
journ without it is somewhat of comment as to the estimate in 
which they hold its alleged importance. 
· I do not depreciate the importance of the measure, and I will 
say to the distinguished Senator from Oregon that I am ready to 
rema!n here, if it is desired, for the purpose of its consideration. I 
,do not think, however, that the consideration of that or any other 
bill should displace the bill now before the Senate. I do not de­
sire to discuss the pending bill, although I am very deeply im­
pressed with its importance. I have been impressed with the 
importance of such a measure for many years, in the course of a 
not inactive practice of the law. I think the lodgment of the 
power in any one man to determine whether personal liberty shall 
be taken is something entirelyinconsistentwith the genius of this 
age and with the spirit of our institutions. Every other branch 
of government has been shorn of the power of despotism-the leg­
islative and the executive; but it is a fact that the judicial au­
thority has the same power for despotism and personal tyranny 
to-day in all practical effect that it had three hundred years ago; 
and it is time that this legislation should be had. . 

My experience is not like that of the distinguished Senator from 
Connecticut (Mr. PLATT]. I have seen instances of judicial tyr­
anny where t1me has not brought me to the conclusion that the 
power was wisely exercised. On the contrary, the lapse of time 
.has but deepened the conviction which I had that those exer­
cises of power could be ilenominated as nothing else than personal 
tyranny. -

Mr. President, it is not simply the fact that one man is clothed 
with this power which no man ought to have; it is not simply the 
fact that there never was a man good enough and wise enough to 
be endowed with the power that judges now have in this regard; 
but it is the fact that they are frequently called upon to decide 
these questions when they have personal feelings in the matter. 
Frequently there is such feeling between the judge and the man 
whom he punishes, and yet he is judge and jury and prosecutor 
in the case in which he has this personal feeling. 

I do not desire, Mr. President, to add anything to what has been 
so well said by the distinguished Senator from New York (Mr. 
HI~] as to the importance of this matter; but whether this bill 
can become a law at this session or not, I trust it may receive the 
approval of the Senate before we adjourn. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I shall detain the Senate only a few 
moments in possibly closing this debate. I am not authorized to 
say, of course, that I shall close the debate, but I trust I may. I 
speak, not because I think it is necessary, but I think it is due to 
the distinguished Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT], who 
occupied so much time, that I should at least refer to a few of his 
arguments. He said he did not intend to argue the bill, and then 
proceeded to make all the arguments which could possibly be 
urged against it. He entered his protest, and with that he said 
he should be content. We have heard his protest, no one else 
seems desirous of arguing against the bill, and I do not know why 
the bill should not be treated the same as all other bills and passed, 
if a majority of the Senate wishes to pass it. 

The bill was reported six weeks ago from the Judiciary Com­
mittee. Time and time again I have tried to bring the bill for­
ward. It was crowded out by several other bills; it was crowded 
out by the bond bill of my friend from North Carolina rMr. 
BuTLER]; it was crowded out by the filled-cheese bill in behalf of 
.the great agriculturist from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN]; it was crowded 
out by other bills which were here, and I have submitted to it and 
have assisted in the passage of some of those measures, until now, 
having been good-natured until the end of the session, I am told 
that an important measure like this is proposed to be rushed 
through with empty seats. 

Mr. President, some of the most important measures we have 
ever discussed in this Senate have been discussed in the presence 
of only a half dozen members. · I heard the distinguished Senator 
fi·om Connecticut discussing the Du Pont case and speaking with 
only a half dozen Senators in their seats, a great question involving 
the right of a Senator to a seat; and there are as many Sen.ators 
listening to this argument and listening to the Senator a.s usually 
listen to arguments here. 

This bill had its inception in a resolution introduced asking the 
Judiciary Committee to investigate this subject. I did not intro­
duce that resolution. I was placed upon the subcommittee having 
it in charge.· It was a duty imposed upon me, and I proceeded to 
.discharge it, not in the interest of railroad employees, not in the 
interest of Mr. Debs, not in the interest of any particular class of 

people, l:m.t simply in the interest of good legislation demanded 
by the public ·welfare. 

Mr. President, six weeks ago this bill was placed upon our files. 
It was known that the Judiciary Committee favored it. There 
was no division in the Judiciary Committee except upon one point. 
On all the questions raised by the Senator from Connecticut there 
was substantially no division. Theonlypoint involved in the bill 
wa.s whether it was wise in cases of indirect contempt that there 
should be a jury trial as a matter of right, or whether the jury 
trial should be a matter of discretion with the judge. That is all 
the point there was involved. Six members of the committee 
thought it wise to leave that matter with the court whether to 
give a jury trial or not, and five of them thought it was wiser to 
give the absolute trial by jury to the defendant. But upon the 
main features of the bill that some relief was demanded, that some 
legislation should be had upon this great subject of contempt of 
court, there was no division of sentiment. Therefore the point 
simply is this, and that is all the point involved in it, whether in 
cases of contempt which occur out of court, involving a disputed 
question of fact as to what a man did or did not do, when arraigned 
in court upon such a question can he ask that he be brought before 
a jury or must he be arbitrarily tried before a judge alone, who is 
judge, jury, prosecutor, and substantially executioner? That is 
the question involved. 

In order to have the bill reported I voted with the majority 
which reported the bill. I see no objection to the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Utah [Mr. CANNON] by which the 
right of trial by jury is given absolutely to the defendant. 
· My friend from Connecticut criticises this bill. It is easy to 
criticise, and of course he can criticise the bill. I think it was 
General" Grant who once said of a distinguished Senator who 
criticised one of his messages that of course he criticised the 
message, and he would criticise anything that he did not write 
himself. I recollect what was said by David Dudley Field when 
he was arguing in favor of the revised code in New York and 
various criticisms were made against the code. It was said that 
it did not mean this or it did not mean that; it was not perfect and 
there would be criticisms made of it. He said, in answer to these 
critics, "It is easy enough to criticise; take the Ten Command­
ments, and they are all subject to criticism. For instance, here 
is one of them: 'Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor.' T:Q.at is defective; why should it refer to his neigh­
bor? Why not include everybody?" That same criticism would 
apply here. · 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President--
Mr. HILL. I must give way to general appropriation bills, of 

course. I have given way to everything else here, and I might as 
well give way to ·appropriation bills, though I can not give the 
pending bill away. 

SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. ALLISON. I ask leave to submit a report from the com­

mittee of conference on the sundry civil appropriation bill, with 
the statement that the conferees are unable to agree. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report of the committee of 
conference will be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 
The committee of conference on tha disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 

certain amendment~ of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 7664) making appro­
priations for sundry civil expenses of the Government for the fiscal yE>ar end­
mg June 30, 1897~ and for other purposes, having met, after full and free 
conference ha;\"e oeen unable to agree. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
in the report. 

W. B. ALLISON, 
EUGENE HALE, 

Managers on the part of the Senate. 
J. G. CANNON, 
E. J. HAINER, 
JOSEPH D. SAYERS. 

Managers on the part of the HoWJe. 
The question is on concurring 

Mr. DUBOIS. Mr. President, I ask the Senator from Iowa. 
what is the condition now as to the proposed public buildings at 
the capitals of the new States? 

Mr. ALLISON. The sundry civil bill is in precisely the condi­
tion it was when the last conference report was made, wherein 
there was a disagreement as to six or seven public buildings, in­
cluding all the capital buildings and including three or four other 
public buildings. Since the last report was made the other House 
has receded from its disagreement to the public building at 
Savannah, Ga., and I hope it will follow that good example as to 
the remainder of the amendments now in dispute. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on concurring 
in the report of the committee of conference. 

The report was concurred in. 
Mr. ALLISON. I move that the Senate still further insist upon 

its amendments disagreed to by the House of Representatives. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the moticm 

of the Senator from Iowa, that the Senate still further insist upon 
its amendments disagreed to by the House of Representatives. 
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Mr. SHERMAN. Upon that question I wish to make a re­

mark. It has always been, so far as I know, the custom in the 
Senate, and also in the House of Representatives as well, where 
there is a disagreement between the two Houses threatening to 
defeat the passage of an important appropriation bill-and it is 
the only true rule that can be applied to such a case-that the 
House proposing the amendment which is firmly resisted by the 
other House ought to recede from the amendment. No provision 
ought to be ingrafted in a law by Congress which has not been 
assented to by both Houses. Therefore, if there is a particular 
proposition, for instance, the erection of a public building at any 
place, the Senate proposing the amendment and the House saying 
firmly that they will not agree to it, the Senate ought to recede, 
and the amendinent be stricken out. That is the established rule. 
The two Houses of Congress can only legislate upon the fu·m 
rule, adopted by the Houses, that no proposition whatever -shall 
be forced upon the House by the Senate or upon the Senate by 
the House. 

The only way of disposing of these disagreeing votes is for that 
House to recede which proposes a provision which is firmly resisted 
bv the other. That seems to me the natural and proper course, and 
rather than have this bill defeated I shall move, if no member of 
the committee does it, that the Senate recede. · 

Mr. ALLISON. I hope the Senator will not make that motion, 
at least not until I have had an opportunity of making a brief 
statement. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well. 
Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, the contention on the part of 

the conferees has been that these Senate amendments involve an 
enlargement of the limit of cost of these public buildings, and 
that is true respecting all of them, I believe, but one. The Sen­
ate conferees have insisted, inasmuch as the public buildings 
had been authorized by both Houses, and inasmuch as in nearly 
all of them progress has been made respecting their construction, 
and the necessity arising for enlar~ed appropriation either now 
or in the future, that this is not legislation within the proper 
sense of the term, and that we have the right to propose to the 
other House ·arrangements respecting public buildings in the 
course of construction. 

In addition to that~ however, Mr. President, I believe at each 
report of the conferees, certainly upon the last two or three re­
ports, the House of Representatives has receded upon public 
buildings. We had a disagreement yesterday as to these pub­
lic buildings, and the House receded as to one of the important 
pubHc buildings without taking a decisive vote upon the others. 

Whilst I agree to the general statement made by the Senator 
from Ohio that the House proposing new legislation must in the 
end, perhaps, yield to the other House, if that House insists, I 
take it for granted that the House of Representatives, having now 
on three different occasions itself, by a vote of the House, violated 
the principle upon which they claim that these amendments 
should not be made, will, if another opportunity be given, recede 
from its disagreement to the amendments of the Senate. There­
fore I hope the Senator from Ohio will not make a motion to 
recede as the conference stands at this moment. The other 
House having receded from the principle which it has urged as 
against the Senate amendments on three different occasions, and 
notably last evening upon a yea-and-nay vote, I think it will likely 
recede upon the remainder of the public buildings. 

Mr. DUBOIS. Mr. President, so far as the public buildings in 
the capital towns of the new States are concerned, they were 
granted by the last Congress. There is no reason now why this 
Congress should not continue the appropriation for them. As the 
Senator from Iowa has said, the other House has yielded on similar 
matters not in the new States, but on public buildings; and those 
of us who have been pressing for the buildings at these capital towns 
feel as though we ought to have them given us. We feel it so 
strongly that I can assure the Senator from Ohio that while in my 
judgment we would beat him upon a viva voce vote, if we did 
not I should feel it my duty to call for a yea-and-nay vote. 

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President--
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Idaho 

yield to the Senator from Minnesota? 
Mr. DUBOIS. The Senator will excuse me a moment. 
I am satisfied that there are enough Senators here to second a 

motion for a roll call and to gain it. I believe that a majority 
of the House of Representatives feel that we are right ill this 
matter, and that they are being held up by one or two individuals 
over there. I am satisfied the House will yield if the Senate will 
stand firm, and they ought to. 
. Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I am very sorry to have the 
Senator from Idaho threaten us with calling a yea-and-nay vote. 
It has been whispered around this Chamber for the last two or 
three days that unless we agree to these public-building matters 
we shall have to stay here until July next. 

Let us look at this question calmly. As I understand it, a year 
ago, or during the last Congress, an appropriation was made for 

these public buildings, fixing a limit. Some of them have been 
commenced and some have not been commenced. These new 
propositions in the sundry civil bill are sjmply to enlarge the 
limit of cost of those buildings: There is no hurry about those 
buildings; they will keep; and their construction can go on under 
appropriations already made. At the next session of Congress 
bills enlarging the appropriations can be passed. 

Moreover, there is this about it: Certain Senators in the mat­
ter of public buildings are favored, they get their items in­
grafted on appropriation bills, and we who are not favored in that 
same way get nothing at all. Then we are told if we do not go 
in'with this favored class we shall have to sit here until these 
gentlemen are willing to adjourn. 

Mr. CLARK. Will the Senator yield to me? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Minne­

sota yield? 
Mr. NELSON. I will yield by and by. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Minnesota 

declines to yield. · 
Mr. NELSON. A little while ago we had a bill called the fllled­

cheese bill, which was asked for by the farmers and dairymen of 
the country. How was that met? A barrel of beer was rolled in 
upon us [laughter], and some of these gentlemen, who are now 
so anxious to keep us here simply for the enlargement of two or 
three public buildings, it seems to me, have -time and again 
resorted to what would be called outside of this Chamber-it 
might not be polite to say it here-a species of bulldozing. I am 
willing to go a great way to accommodate Senators, but when 
they get up here and tell us that unless we do so and so a quorum 
will be called, which means, under pr-esent conditions, that we 
can not adjourn until at their own will, I think that is carrying 
this matter too far. 

I am aware that I am breaking the rules of the courtesy of the 
Senate; I have sought to avoid it; but I presume I have broken 
over the traces; and, if I have, I pray, Mr. President, that you 
will forgive me. [Laughter.] . 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I think favorably of the policy, 
and I believe it is right to erect necessary public buildings in the 
new States and Territories. The people in the Territories and 
new States are not generally able to erect public buildings with 
their means, and therefore I always take pleasure in voting and 
in insisting, to a reasonable extent, upon amendments which have 
been proposed for the erection of public buildings; but the rule 
I have already mentioned is a vital one; without which the two 
Houses can not exist. 

In the British Parliament, the House of Commons will not allow 
the House of Lords to propose amendments upon the question of 
appropriating money. That is the right of the Commons, the rep­
resentatives of the people there, and the House of Lords have never 
been allowed in any case to say whether or not an appropriation 
should be made for any purpose whatever. Whatever appropri­
ations may be proposed by the House of Commons go to the House 
of Lords, and are accepted as a matter of course; but here such is 
not the case. We have equal power with the House of Represent­
atives; we have the power to propose amendments to their bills; 
we have the power to originate appropriation bills, for they are 
not in any constitutional sense bills for raising revenue. They are 
simply bills appropriating money supposed to be in the Treasury. 

I remember one striking case where the two Houses were at outs 
with each other and there was a condition somewhat similar to 
that which now exists, only at that time public feeling was much 
more heated than it is now. In 1860 the House of Representatives 
undertook to reduce as much as possible the appropriations for the 
support of the Government. Then the war, with the difficulties 
thl:).t came after, was foreseen and everybody was very anxious to 
prevent any large appropriations of public money, the House of 
Representatives especially taking the lead. During that session 
when an appropriation bill came to the Senate the Senate attached 
an appropriation for the expenditure of half . a million dollars for 
a public building at New Orleans and half a million dollars for a 
public building at Charleston. 

When the bill was returned to the other House with the amend­
ment the House struck out the amendment and insisted upon its 
action. When a gentleman who I might say is known toyou all, 
by reputation at least, who was then a Senator from Georgia and 
was a very positive man~ met the committee of conference and 
said to them distinctly that unless the appropriation was made 
for these two public buildings in the South the appropriation bill 
could not pass at all, that was promptly resented by the Honse 
of Representatives, and upon the meeting of the conferees again 
the Senate of its own accord receded and took the position, upon 
the ground that I have stated, that it had no right to force the 
House to agree to that to which the House- was opposed. That 
was put upon broad national grounds. That is this caRe. Wher­
ever the Senate of the United States undertakes to force upon the 
House of Representatives an appropriation it goes beyond the 
limits of its power. It may insist; it may hold on and continue 
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debating until probably the House will be wearied; but after all, 
if' the House of Representatives says "non definitely, the appro­
priation ought not to be made; and it is equally true that if the 
House should insist upon an appropriation to which the Senate is 
opposed, and the Senate says," We will not agree to that; we are 
opposed to it; it is wrong," or," It should not be appropriated at 
this time," as a matter of course the House would have to recede. 

It is only by the adoption by the two Houses of such a rule that 
we can get along at all with our appropriations. We may insist 
and insist, but when the time comes when we mustchoose between 
the ·passage or the defeat of an appropriation bill, then, as a mat­
ter of course, the House proposing the disputed proposition must 
withdraw it. 

I shall not make any motion at present, in the hope that an 
agreement may be arrived at by the conferees. 

Mr. ALLISON. ImovethattheSenate still further insistupon 
its amendments. 

The. VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of 
the Senator from Iowa. · 

The motion was agreed to. 

ENLISTED MEN IN THE NAVY, 

Mr. HALE. A Senate joint resolution has just come from the 
House of RepresentativES with an amendment. I ask the Chair to 
lay before the Senate ths action of the House of Representatives. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the amendment 
of the House of Representatives to the joint resolution (S. R.149) 
extending the benefits of sections 1426 and 1573 of the Revised 
Statutes to all enlisted persons in the Navy; which was, in line 9, 
after the word "Navy," to insert: 

n~1 fli~ acl:S~~~~~~:~!1;'n':f~!~~ ~~f:~Ii:;rs~ ~~~~:Iff 
they had been included in the provisions of said sections, shall be allowed and 
~dbythe aceo.untingoffice78 of th~-Treasury as if they had been included 
m said eections.. . 

:M:r. HALE. I move. that the Senate concur in the amendment 
of the House of Representatives. 

The motion was agreed to. 

a roll call, and Senators can be. placed upon record just the same. 
The Senator has vigorously asserted his opposition to the bill; it­
is iu the RECORD; and I hope the Senator will not resort to that: 
to defeat the bill. If we want to make fools of ourselves, let us 
have the opportunity of doing it. The Senate understands the 
question. We think this is a proper bill. Of course we differ 
with the Senator. It seems to me we ought to have the bill passed, 
if the Senate wants to pass it, and then proceed to the considera­
tion of whatever else may come before the Senate. 

Mr. PLATT. I move that the bill be postponed until the next 
session of the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Connecticut moves 
to postpone the pending bill until next session. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Pending that motion, I move that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. HILL. What is the motion now? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Pending the motion of the Senator 

from Connecticut, the Senator from South Dakota moves that th& 
Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. IDLL. I hope that will be voted down at present. Later 
on we can have an executive session. 

Th-e VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion ·of th& 
Senator from South Dakota. 

The motion was not an-eed t.o. 
. The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question recurs on the motion 
of the Senator from Connecticut, that the pending bill be post;. 
poned until the next session. 

Mr. PLATT~ I ask fo1· a division. 
The Senate proceeded to divide~ and there was-aye 1. 
Mr. PASCO. lhope the Senator from Connecticut will with­

draw his call. 
Mr. HARRIS. Does the Senator from Connecticut demand a. 

furthm· count? It will bring results, if it come. 
Mr. PLATT. It is not my fault. 
.l't1r. HARRIS. I am not fixing any fault on anybody. I am 

simply stating a fact. 
The. noes were 30. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. No quorum has voted. The Secre-

coNTEMPTS OF COURT. tary will call the roll. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resmned the oonsid- Mr. HARRIS. That is the result, necessarily. • 

eration of the bill (S. 2984) in relation to contempts of com·t. The Secretary called the, :roll; and, after a little delay 1 the fol· 
Mr. PETTIGREW. I move that the Senate proceed to the con- lowing Senators answered to their nam€s: 

fri..deration of executive business. Allen, Cullom, McBride, 
Mr. HILL. I believe rhad the floor, Mr. President, wh-en I was Allison, Daniel, Mills, 

interrupted by a conference report, and I do not yield to anything Bacon, Davis. Mitchell, Oreg. 
else at present. Bate, Faulkner, Mitchell, Wis. 

Th 
Be1-ry, 6allinger, Morgan, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. e present occupant of the chair Blackburn, Gibson, Morrill, 
was out of the Chamber at the ~e the Senator from New Y o:rk Blanchard, Hale, Nelson, 
vielded the floor. Butler,. Harris Pasco, 
J ~ Cannon, Hawiey, Peifer, 

~1r. PETTIGREW. I ask the Senator from New York, then, Chilton. Hill, Pettigrew, 
to let me make the motion~ · Clark, Jones~ Ar-k. Platt, 

Mr. HILL. I will do SO· later- if the Senator please
1 

but not. Cockrell, Lindsay. Pugh, 

Sher-man, 
Smith, 
Swwart, 
'l'elle:r. 
'l'urpie, 
Vest. 
Walthall, 
Warren, 
Wetmore. 

now. The VICE-PRESIDENT. Forty-five Senato.rs. have an.~wered 
I was simply going to say that I have discussed this question to their names. A quorum is present. 

all I care to. The bill is a safe one, it has boon carefully pre- Mr. PETTIGREW. I move that the Senate proceed to the 
pared, and notwithstanding the. criticisms of the Senator from , consideration of e.xecutive business. · 
Connecticut, it is not a radical departm·e such as has been stated: Mr. HILL. I hope that motion will not prevail at present~ 
but it leaves contempts, so far as a large portion of them are con- · until this bill is disposed of. 
cemed~ precisely where they were before. The bill has been Mr. PETTIGREW. I wish to say that I do not _make the 
co-nsidered as much as a bill of this character is likely to be con- motion for the purpose of hindering the passage of the pending 
sidered, and the Senate is just as competent to vote upon this bill. I think, perhaps, if we should go into executive session ii 
question now as at any other time. · might facilitate the passage of the bill. 

I resent the suggestion that I am endeavoring to crowd the· Mr. HAWLEY. An executive session for a few minutes. 
Senate. The Senate und-erstands this question. It has heard Mr. PET'.FIGREW. For a very few moments only. 
the distinguished Senator from Connecticut, who has ably given The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of 
his objections to the bill, and I have replied as well as I could the Senator from. South Dakota, that the Senate proceed to the 
during the- b1ief period. I have had. I hope we shall now proceed consideration of executive business. 
to vote upon the bill. The. motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I move that the Sena-te proceed to the con- The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question recurs on the amend-
sideration of executive business. ment subnntted by the Senator from North Carolina rMr. BUTLER]. 

Mr. HILL. I hope not under the circumstances. I have been as modified by the amendment submitted by the Senator from 
crowded out~ and it seems to me I sh-ould not be asked to yield Utah fMr. CANNONl. 
again. Mr. 'PLATT. What has become of the motion to postpone? 

Mr. PUGH (to Mr. HILL). Call for the yeas and nays. The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will entertain that motion. 
1.-I.r. HILL. I do not want to call for the yeas and nay~. but I The Chair inadvertently overlooked the motion. of the Senator 

hope the Senator will withdraw the proposition. Later on he can from Connecticut. 
renew it* Mr. PLATT. I made a motion to postpone. A division was 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I am perfectly willing to withdraw the taken, and no quorum appe.ared. Now a quorum is present. 
motion to proceed to the consideration of executive business, but The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will pu.t the motion. At 
I apprehend if I do so a yea-and-nay vo.te will be called upon the the time it was developed that there was no quorum. present the 
bill now pending. before the Senate. Sen-ate was dividing. A division had been called for. Senators 

Mr. HARRIS. Let us see whether it will be or not. opposed to the motion to postpone the bill until the first Monday 
:Mr. PETTIGREW. I withdraw the motion. in December Will rise and stand until they are counted. 
Mr. PLATT. I can not suppose the Senator from New York Mr. PLATT. I have no desire to embarrass the proceedings of 

thinks that this bill can pass. without a roll call. the Senate. If I may do so, I will withdraw the call for a divi~ 
Mr. HILL. We ha-ve just passed a billapprop~iating_$2,000,000 sion. 

without a. roll eall;. we have passed other impo:rt&n.t bills witho.ut, The VICE-PRESIDENT.. Ia there objection? The Chail' hears. 

' 

) 
\ 
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n-one, and it is so ordered. The question recurs npon the amend­
ment of the Senator from North Carolina as modified by the 
amendment of the Senator from Utah. 

:Mr. PEFFER. What is the present status of the amendment? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be stated. 
The SECRETARY. It is proposed t<> amend the bill by striking 

out, in line 18 of section 4, the words" in its discretion," and, in 
line 19, by striking out the word "may~' and inserting the w<>rd 
(''shall"; so .as to read: 

But such trial shall be by the court, or, upon application of the accused, 
a trial by jury shall be had as in any criminal case. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
111r. ALLEN. I desire to withdraw the amendment I offered to 

the bill on yesterday. 
Th-e VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment submitted by the 

Senator from Nebraska is withdrawn. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend­

ments were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and 

was 1·ead the third time. 
Mr. PLATT~ I protest against the passage of an important 

bill in this way. I ask that the vote be put. 
Tb.e VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair submits to the Senate the 

question on the passage of the bill. Shall the bill pass? 
The bill was passed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I move that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of House joint resolution 190, relatingt.o the re-
organization Df the Northern Pacific Railroad Company. . 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I move tha.t the Senate proceed to the con­
sideration of executive business. 

:Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I hope not until I get the joint 
resolution up. Then I shall have no objection. 

J'lfr. TURPIE. I appeal to the Senator from Oregon to allow 
me to call up a pension bill on which a vote was taken yesterday. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I yield to the Senator from Indi­
ana to call up a pension bill. 

Mr. TURPIE. I ask the unanimous consent to take up the bill 
(H. R. 1094) granting a pension to Francis E. Hoover. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. That is a veto case. 
Mr. TURPIE. Yes, sir. . 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I hope the Senator will allow me 

to make an effort to get up the joint resolution referred to by me 
first. Then I will yield. 

Mr. TURPIE. I appeal to the Senator to allow the roll to be 
called on this bill. It is the <>nly way it can be passed. There is 
a quorum now present. 

Mr.MITCHELLof Oregon. Very well. Withtheunderstand­
ing that I shall not lose the floor I yield to the Senator n·om Indi­
ana. for that purpose. 

Mr. TURPIE. I ask that the vote betaken upon .the bill indi-
cated by me. · 

FRANCIS E. HOOVER-VETO MESS.A.GE. 

The Senate proceeded to reconsider the bill (H. R. 1094) grant­
ing a pension to Francis E. Hoover~ 

The-VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state that the bill 
.baa been read, likewise the message of the President, and the 
action of the other House thereon. The question is, Shall the bill 
pass, the objections of the President to the contrary notwithstand­
ing? The Secretary will call the roll. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. BATE (when his name was called). I am paired with the 

Senator from Utah [Mr. BROwN]. He gave me the privilege, if 
I saw fit, to vote, but I do not know how he would vote. It is a 
matter of some importance. If I had the right to vote, I should 
vote "nay/~ ~J~te.."] I will record my vote in the negative. 

Mr. BLANC D (when hisnamewascalled). lam paired 
with the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. PRITCHARD]. 

Mr. BUTLER. I will state to the Senator from Louisiana that 
my colleague [Mr. PRITCHARD], if present, would vote to pass the 
bill over the President's veto. So the Senator is at liberty to vote 
on the bill rr he desires. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Then, with that statement from the Sen­
ator from North Carolina in behalf of his colleague, I will VQte. 
I VQte ''yea." 

Mr. CULLOM (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Delaware (Mr. GRAY]. Under the circum­
stances I will take the liberty of voting. I vote " yea." 

l\fr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin (when his name was caned) . . J 
am paired with th€ Senator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL], but 
I have reserved the right to vote to make a quorum. I vote '>yea." 

Mr. PASCO {when hisnamewascalled). I am paired with the 
Senator from Washington {l'lfr. Wn..soNl. 

Mr. PUGH (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
senior Senator .from Massachusetts [Mr. HoAR]. I reserved the 
right to vote to .make a quorum. For that purpose I vote u yea." 

The roll call was concluded. 

Mr~ BLACKBURN. I am paired with the senior Senator from 
Michigan [Mr. McMILLAN], but I will vote to make a quorum. I 
vote "nay." 

Mr. PASCO. I hav~ authority to vote in order to make a 
quorum. I understand that my vote is needed for that purpose, 
and I vote "nay." · 

The result was announeed-yeas 36, nays 9; as follows: 

.Allen, 
Allison, 
BttCon., 
Blanchard., 
Butler, 
Cannon, 
Chilton, 
Clark, 
Cockrell, 

Bate, 
Berry, 
Blackburn, 

Cullom, 
Daniel, 
Davis, 
Dubois, 
Faulkner, 
Gallinger, 
Gibson, 
Hawley, 
Hill, 

Harris, 
Lindsay, 

YEAS-36. 
Jones, Ark. 
McBride, 
Mitchell, Oreg. 
:\fitcllell, Wis. 
Morgan, 
Morrill, 
Nelson, 
Peffer, 
Pettigrew, 

NAYB-9. 
:Mills, 
Pasco, 

NOT VOTING-44. 

Platt, 
Pugh, 
Sherman, 
Smith, 
Stewart. 
Teller, 
Turpie, 
Warren, 
Wetmore. 

Vest. 
Walthall 

Al-drich, Frye, Kyle, Ro~ 
Baker, Gear, Lodge, Seweu, 
Brice, George, McMillan, Shoup, 
Brown, Gordon, Mantle, Squire, 
Burrows, Gorman, Martin, Thurston, 
Caffery~ Gray, Murphy, Tillman, 
Call, Hale, Palmer, Vilas, 
Cameron, Hansbrough, Perkins, WhiVoo.rtehees, 
Carter, Hoar, Pritchard, , 
Chandler, Irby, Proctor, Wilson, 
Elkins, Jones, Nev. Quay, Wolcott. 

So the bill was passed (two-thirds of the Senators present voting 
in the affirmativ-e). 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Cle1·k, announced that the House insists upon 
its disagreement t<> the amendment of the Senate numbered 2 to 
the bill (H. R. 9409} making appropriations to supply deficiencies 
in the appropriations for the expenses of the House of Represent­
atives, and for other purposes, for the fiscal year 1896, agrees to 
the conference asked for by the Sen.at.e on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. CANNON, Mr. 
HAINER of Nebraska, and Mr. SAYERS managers at the conference 
on the part of the House. 

The message also announced that th-e Honse had passed the fol~ 
lowing bills and joint resolution; in which it requested the con~ 
currence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 1256) for the relief of Henry A. Webb; 
A bill (H. R. 4538) for the relief of John Keefe; 
A bill (H. R. 5482) authorizing the Cleveland Bridge Company 

to construct a bridge across the Arkansas River between Pawnee 
County, Okla., and the Osage Indian Reservation; 

A bill (H. R. 8321) to authorize the county of St. Louis, in the 
State of Minnesota, to build or authorize the building of a foot 
and wagon bridge across the St. Louis River between .Minnesota • 
and Wisconsin, at a point near Fond duLac, in said State of Min~ 
nesota; 

An act (H. R. 8433) to amend section 4878 of the Revised Stat­
utes, relating to burials in national cemeteries; 

A bill {H. R. 9149) to regulate the establishment of submarine 
telegraphic cable lines or systems in the United States; 

A bill (H. R. 119) to protect and administer public forest reser~ 
vations; 

A bill (H. R. 9226) to change the time and places for the district 
and circuit courts of the northern district of Texas; 

A bill (H. R. 9447) to amend section 1 of "An act to amend an 
act entitled 'An act authorizing the Postmaster-General to adjust 
certain claims of postmasters for loss by burglary, fire, or other 
unavoidable casualty,'" approved May 9, 1888; and · 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 194) extending the scope of the in~ 
vestigatiollS by the Agricultural Department in the matter of the 
improvement of the public roads. 

NORTHERN P .A.CIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I ask the Senate to proceed to the 
consideration of House joint resolution 190, relating to the reor­
ganization of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company. 

The joint resolution (H. Res. 190) to facilitate the reorganiza­
tion of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company, to secure to ac­
tual settlers the right to purchase at a price not exceeding $2.50 
per acre the agricultural lands within its grant, and to prohibit 
said company or any successor company from giving by consoli­
dation, sale, or other corporate action control of its railroad to 
any .corporation, company, person, or association of persons own~ 
ing, operating, or controlling a. parallel or competing railroad 
wa-s read the second time by its title. 

Mr. PEFFER. I think th.a joint resolution is a measure alto­
gether too important to be considered--

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Debate is not in order, I believe, 

(I 

--



I 

6·382 CONGRESSIONAL · RECORD-SENATE. JUNE 10, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Debate is not in order except by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. PEFFER. I object to the consideration of the joint reso-
lution at this time. • 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution has been read 
the second time. 

Mr. ALLEN. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state the status of the 

joint resolution. It h::tS been read the second time, and will be 
placed on the Calendar. 

Mr. ALLEN. I was going to state that yesterday when the 
joint resolution was read the Senator from Texas [Mr. MILLS] 
objected to a second reading. 

Mr. MILLS. That is correct. The joint resolution takes its 
second reading to-day. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I understood that the joint reso­
lution was read the first and second time yesterday. 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas. No; it was not. 
Mr. ALLEN. A distinct objection was made yesterday to its 

second reading. ·-
Mr. MILLS. That is correct. So the joint resolution takes its 

second reading to-day. 
:Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. My motion would be in order all 

the same, I take it. It had to be read the second time, even ad­
mitting all that is said to be true, before it could be taken up. 
Consequently my motion must necessarily be in order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. "The Chair will submit to the Senate 
the motion of the Senator from Oregon that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the joint resolution. [Putting the ques­
tion.] The noes appear to have it. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion is lost. 

BUREAU OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY, 

Mr. WARREN. I move that the Senate proceed to the consid­
eration of .the bill (S. 1147) for the establishment of a bureau of 
animal industry for the inspection of meat products and live 
stock, suppression and extirpation of contagious and infectious 
diseases among cattle and live stock, to regulate the transporta­
tion of cattle and live stock and prevent the exportation or im­
portation of diseased cattle, live stock, or other animals, and for 
other purposes. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
motion of the Senator from Wyoming to proceed to the consid­
eration of the bill indicated. [Putting the question.] The noes 
seem to have it. 

Mr. WARREN. I ask for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. CULLOM. If I may be allowed to say a word, lam inclined 

to think there will be no opposition to the bill. It-is a very im­
portant one, affecting the cattle interests of the country, and I 
think we can do no better than to consider it while we are here 
anyway. 

• Mr: WARREN. I desire to say that I do not wish to discuss 
the bill to any length. Of course if it leads to extended debate I 
do not propose to detain the Senate. I have before me a very ur­
gent letter from the Secretary of Agriculture indicating his de­
sire that the bill shall be passed as soon as possible. With the 
permission of the Senate, I ask that the letter may be read at the 
desk. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Without objection, the letter will be 
read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT O.F AGRICULTURE, 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. C., Jtme 3, 1896. 

DEAR SE..o.~ATOR: Permit me· to remind you that S. 1147, revising the laws 
under which the Bureau of Animal Industry is working, has not yet been 
acted upon by the Senate. The condition of the present law makes it very 
embarrassing for this Department to proceed, as it has been found impossi­
ble to inspect all of the exported beef in accordance with the requirements 
of the present statute. 'l'o undertake to enforce this law will destroy the 
business of many small exporters, and throw the trade entirely int-o the 
hands of a few large concerns. If the bill a-s reported by your committee 
could be passed it would permit inspection where -this is required, and allow 
the exportation of uninspected meats to countries which are willing tore­
ceive it. 

Considering the interests involved, and the fact that no serious objection 
has been raised to this bill, would it not be possible to secure action upon it 
before adjournment? · 

Very respectfully, J. STERLING MORTON, Secl"etary. 
Ron. REDFIELD PROCTOR~ 

Chairman Committee on .Agricultu1·e and Forestry, 
United States Senate. 

Mr. WARREN. If I may be permitted, I wish to say that in 
theAgricultural appropriation act for the fiscal yeai·1896 a provi­
sion was inserted that has not been carried out. The Secretary 
of Agriculture issued n1les according to law, and later on he was 
compelled to issue an order suspending the operation of those rules, 
which was really suspending the law. That suspension held good 
until last March. Then, in the absence of legislation by Congress 

in the meantime, the Secretary renewed the suspension order, and 
it holds good until July 1. 

I submit to the Senate that we ought not to leave the Agricul­
tural Department hanging in the air in this way. We ought at 
least to give the moral support that the passage of the bill through 
this body will give, and I feel quite sure that if it passes here it 
can pass the other House. The bill takes up the four or five enact­
ments bearing upon this question, smoothes off the rough points 
of former legislation, puts in the missing links, and makes one 
measure in a reenactment that can be understood alike by lawyer 
and layman. 

As I said, if the bill should only pass the Senate, it would give 
the Department of Agriculture moral support that will enable it 
to provide for the exportation of meat and meat products without 
each shipload being unduly delayed for inspection. Under the 
law to-day no clearance can be granted to a vessel on which are 
cured meats, canned beef, or any product of meat, unless it has a 
certificate that the live stock from which it was made was in­
spected upon the hoof. There has not beEm sufficient appropria­
tions to carry out such an inspection. It has not yet been inau­
gurated at every abattoir and every slaughterhouse, and it can 
not be for some time; and the consequence is that we are proceed­
ing contrary to and in the face of the law. It seems to me the 
bill should be read, and if there is anything in the bill that is 
wrong we can amend it. If its consideration brings forth honest 
criticism and opposition which defeats the bill, my duty will have 
been done. It seems to me the bill should be taken up and con-
sidered. · 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will again submit to the 
Senat-e the motion of the Senator from Wyoming to proceed to 
the consideration of· the bill indicated. [Putting the question.] 
The ayes appear to have it. 

Mr. MILLS. Let us have the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. MILLS. I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will call the roll. 
The Secretary called the roll, and the following Senators an· 

swered to their names: 
Allen, Daniel, McBride, 
Allison, Davis, Mills, 
Bate, Dubois, Mitchell, Oreg. 
Berry, Faulkner, :Mitchell, Wis. 
Blackburn, Gallinger, Morgan, 
Blanchard, Gibson, Morrill, 
Butler, Hale, Nelson, 
Cannon, Harris, Pasco, 
Chilton, Hawley, Peffer, 
Clark, Hill Pettigrew, 
Cockrell, Jon~s, Ark. Platt, 
Cullom, Lindsay, Pugh, 

Sherman, 
Smith, 
Stewart, 
Teller, 
Turpie, 
Vest, 
Walthall, 
Warren, 
Wetmore. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Forty-five Senators have answered 
to their names. A quorum is present. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I move that the Senate proceed to the con-
sideration of executive business. · 

Mr. WARREN. I understand a roll call has been ordered upon 
the pending measure. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. No; the yeas and nays were refused. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question was raised by the Sena­

tor from Texas that no quorum was present. A quorum is pres­
ent, and the Senator from South Dakota moves that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive business. That motion 
the Chair is compelled to entertain. The question is on agreeing 
to the motion of the Senator from South Dakota. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con­
sideration of executive business. After five minutes spent in ex­
ecutive session the doors were reopened. 

Mr. WARREN. I should like to ask what is the parliamentary 
condition of Senate bill1147? I understood the Chair to declare 
that it was before the Senate when the attention of the Chair was 
called to the absence of a quorum. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will answer the inquiry 
of the Senator from Wyoming. The Chair submitted the motion 
of the Senator from Wyoming. The motion carried apparently. 
A demand was made by the Senator from Texas [Mr. MILLSl for 
the yeas and nays. The Chair called upon those in favor of ta1ring 
a vote by yeas and nays to rise. Only four Senators rose. At 
that moment the Senator from Texas made the point of order that 
there was no quorum present. That was the condition at the 
time the roll was called. 

Mr. MILLS. The question, then, is pending, to proceed to the 
consideration of the bill? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That is correct. The Senator from 
Wyoming desires to make a statement, and by unanimous con­
sent the Uhair will hear him. 

Mr. WARREN. Mr. President, I simply desire to say that 
while at another time I should feel entitled to a call of the yeas 
and nays and ·to further press this bill, there has been so much 
opposition to the bill developed upon the other side of the Chamber, 
that I am convinced that they do not propose to let the bill pas& 
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at this time, nor even be considered; and I theref?r~withdraw all 
efforts to get the bill before the Senate, because 1t IS well under­
stood we can not develop a quorum in voting upon the measure 
when it is within the power of any one or two opposing Senators 
to break a quorum in the present thin condition of the Senate. 

FRAUDULENT BOTTLING OF LIQUORS. 

Mr. VEST. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera­
tion of the bill (H. R. 4580) to amend section 3449 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States. 

The motion was agreed to. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. TELLER submitted the following report: 
The committee of conference on the disa~reeing votes o! the ~wo Houses ~m 

certain amendments of the Senate to the bill (H . R. 5210) · making appropria­
tions to provide for the expenses of the government of the District of Coh~m­
bia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1807, and for other purposes," havmg 
met after full and free conference have agreed to recommend and do recom­
men'd to their respective Houses as follows: 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendments of the 
Senat-e numbered 100, 171, 172,173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 178,179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 
185 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, and 191; and agree to the same. 

That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the 
House to the amendment of the Senate numbered 99, and agree to the same 
with an amendment as follows: In lieu of the matter inserted by said House 
amendment insert the following: " : Provided, That the Co~issioners of 
the District of Columbia may, under such reasonable restriCtion'? as they 
may proscribe, a~th~rize any existing e~ectric l_ight company havmg over­
head wires to mamtam and use for a period of eight months, and no longer, 
its existing J?Oles and overhead wi~es west of ~ock Creek, in place~ ou_tside 
of the existin"' fire limits of the City of Washington and of the DIStrict of 
Columbia· and any such overhead wire system may be extended west of 
Rock Creek and outside of said fire limits, to continue only for the said period 
of eight months; and at the end of said period all right or authority hereby 
conferred shall cease. And the said Commissioners may also authorize any 
svch existing electriy li:ght company to cons~ruct and use, un~er such _re~­
lations as the Comm1Ss1oners may fix, condUits for the receptiOn of exiStmg 
overhead wires within the territory formerly known as Georgetown, and to 
extend the same by an aggre~te of not more t_han_H Jl?iles of conduit in the 

' same territory. And the U~ted Sta~es ElectriC Lighting CompanY: ~Y ex­
tend its underground condUits and wrres east_ of Rock Creekiand ~tbi?- the 
said fire limits, to Mount Pleasant and Washington and Co umb:ta Heights, 
under such regulations as the Commissioners of the District of Columbia 
may prescribe"; and the House agree to the same. · 

That the House recede from it~ disagreement to the amendment of the Sen­
ate numbered 193, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows : 
Strike out all after the word "dollars," in line 3, down to and including the 
word "denomination," in line 6 of said amendment; and the Senate agree to 
the same. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the Sen­
ate numbered 194-, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: On 
page 40, after line 19 of the bill, insert as a separate paragraph, before amend­
ment numbered 195, the following: . 

"And it is hereby declared to be the policy of the Government of the United 
States to make no appropriation of money or proper t y for the purpose of 
founding, maintainin~ , or aiding by payment for services, expenses, or other­
wise any church or religious denomination or any institution or society which 
is under sectarian or ecclesiastical control. And it is hereby enacted that 
from and after the 30th day of June, 1897, no money appropriated for chari­
table purposes in the Di>trict of Columbia shall be paid to any church or r eli­
gious denomination or to any institution or society which is under sectarian 
or ecclesiastical control." . 

And the Senate agree to the same. 
That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the Sen­

atE." numbered 195, and agree to the same with an ame.ndment as follows: In 
line 15 of said amendment, after the word "denomination," insert: "Or any 
institution or society which is under sectarian or ecclesiastical control." Af­
ter the word" extent," in line 2'Z of said amendment, insert: "Within the limits 
of the policy he;rein_b~fore decia:t:ed, !tnd_if not, the prob::tble expe~e.of pro­
viding and mamtammg public mstitut wns for such purpose." Strike out 
lines 28 to 33, inclusive, of said amendment, and insert in lieu thereof the fol­
lowing: "Said committee is authorized t o sit during the recess, and the n eces­
sary expenses of the committee, including clerical and stenographic work, 
shall be paid out of tho contingent fund of the Senate and House of Repre­
sentatives, jointly, on the certificate of the chairman of the committee "; and 
the Senate agree to the same. 

H. M. TELLER, 
W. B. ALLISON, 
F. M. COCKRELL, 

Managers on the part of the Senate. 
WILLIAM W. GROUT, 
MARLON PITNEY, 
ALEXANDER M. DOCKERY, 

Managers on the pa1·t of the House. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on concurring in the 

report. . _ 
· Mr. VEST. I wish to say a word before the vote is taken. I 
Will never agree to one portion of the conference report. I shall 
make no factious opposition, and if a majority of the Senate favor 
it, as a matter of course at this late stage in the session I shall not 
arrogate to myself more knowledge and patriotism than all the 
Senate combined, nor would I delay public business or the ad­
journment of the Senate if I were able to do so. 

But I want to say that that provision, which will be construed 
hereafter to be a contract on the part of all of us who accede to 
it, that under no circumstances after the 30th of June, 1897, shall 
there be any appropriations for -any hospital or to any asylum or 
to any eleemosynary institution of any sort which is unde1· the 
control or connected with any church-this agreement, as I say, 
this provision, which will be construed as a contract, is to my 
mind absolutely inhuman, or may be so. For instance, here is 
an eleemosynary institution in this District of Columbia, under 
tJ:Le control of a Protestant or a Catholic church, for orphan 

children or for incurables or for the sick and maimed. In the vicis­
situdes of iortune that church may be utterly unable within six 
or twelve or eighteen months or two years from now to take care 
of the inmates. Is Congress to be told then that we have entered 
into a legislative contract not to assist that institution? 

Take an orphan asylum, which I have now in my mind's eye, 
with 100 little orphan boys picked up here in the streets, without 
mother or father, who are under the charge of some Sisters of 
Charity. They would be left to the jails, to the penit~ntiaries, to 
the slums, and alleys of this city but for the Christian charity of 
these pure women. Now, suppose that two years from this time 
these women or that church, if they are under the control of a 
church-for the sake of argumentlwill concede it-are absolutely 
unable to take care of those 100 little boys? Are they to be turned 
out? Are they to starve and become criminals? 

Take the Providence Hospital here, where the Sisters of .Charity 
are ministering angels to the sick and the maimed. Suppose that 
in two years they are. unable to take care of the people within 
their doors. are we to allow these poor, sick, unfortunate people 
to be turned out; and then, if we undertake to give them a pit­
tance out of the public Treasury, are we to be told, "Rere is a 
legislative contract; you can not help them; you have agreed that 
after the 30th of June, 1897, under no state of case shall you give a 
dollar"? 

Mr. President, I shall not be forced into any such legislation. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to ask the Senator if such a 

stipulation made_ by this Congress can have any binding force 
whatever upon a subsequent Congress? 

Mr. VEST. I grant that we can hereafter repeal any act of 
Congress. 

Mr. SHERMAN. We can repeal any action, or we can make 
an appropriation: if we desire, without repealing it. 

Mr. VEST. But I commend to the Senator his own .argument, 
made so repeatedly here, as to the parity of the two metals, which 
was put into the Sherman law, and repeated afterwards when we 
repealed the pm·chasing clause of the Sherman law. I have heard 
him contend again and_ again that that .parity was in the nature 
of a solemn contract with the creditors of this Government, which 
we were bound to sustain. 

Mr. SHERMAN. In dealing with a question of loans and bonds, 
etc., I have no doubt that a stipulation of that kind would be 
binding in public honor, but a mere declaration that Congress 
will not two years hence contribute to these charities is not worth 
the paper upon which it is written. If any of us are here then we 
shall violate it undoubtedly. . 

Mr. VEST. Then I understand the Senator thinks it is a mere 
brutum fulmen-that it amounts to nothing. 

Mr. SHERMAN. We are using it merely as a way of getting 
out of a dilemma, and the chairman of the committee so asserts. 

Mr. HILL. It is a stump speech. 
Mr. VEST. It is worse than a stump speech, because it is im­

pressing the country at large with the idea that we have succumbed 
to this religious clamor that has been raised and that we have satis­
fied public sentiment, when we amuse ourselves and wink at each 
other and say, "Of course we do not mean it; it goes for nothing; it 
is a pious fraud." Some people out in my country would call it a lie, 
but I shall not use that unparliamentary language. In other 
words, as they say out in ''the wild and woolly West," ''it don't 
go" when you come to put it in operation. I do not believe in 
that sort of legislation. I do not believe that we should put some­
thing here into an act which either amounts to nothing or which, 
if we keep it in and execute it, would be absolutely inhuman. I 
do not propose that any amount of clamor shall dl·ive me into such 
a thing as that. I shall not stand here and make a factious opposi­
tion at all, but I want to put on record my objection to being 
bound by any such provision as that. 

Mr. TELLER. · MJ.·. President, I suppose it will bein the power 
of the next Congress without any q_uestion to act on the judg­
ment of the Congress. I want to say for myself that while I have 
acceded to this report, I believe, as general principle, it is better 
that the Government of the United States, when it dispenses 
charity, should keep control of it and pay it out: although I do not 
say that I should not use these charitable agencies sometimes, for 
I would, and, so thinking, I shall feel for myself always, without 
reference to this provision or any other, justified in voting as the 
case presented seems to demand. 

I want to say to the Senator from Missouri that I do not believe, 
and it was not the idea on the part of the Senate committee of con­
ference, that we were deceiving the public nor responding to a pub­
lic sentiment. I do not believe that there is a sentiment amongst 
the people of the United States that requires that we should with­
hold the charity of this Government from proper agencies because 
they may be considered and treated as sectarian. I think this q ues­
tion stands upon entirely different grounds from what the school 
question does, which has so agitated the public mind. 

I want to say to the Senator who objects that we found our­
selves in a condition where we either had to prolong, apparently 
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indefinitely, this session, or we had to agree to something of this 
character, and we have agreed to it under the stress · of circuiD:­
stances and conditions in which we found ourselves. For myself, 
I do not understand that by so doing I assert that under no cir­
cumstances shall I vote for charities of this kind. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is upon concurring in 
the conference report. 

The report was concurred in. 
WILLIAM H. SCOFIELD .AND OTHERS. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I hope the Senator from Missouri 
will permit me to call up a bill which came from ti:e House !Jf 
Representatives a few moments. ago, so th!l'~ I may .disJ?OSe of It. 
I am not going to make any factwus opposition to hiS bill. 

Mr. VEST. I yield for that purpose. 
Mr. HILL. I ask unanimous consent that House bill 7338, 

which just came over from the House of Representatives, may be 
laid before the Senate. 

The bill (H. R. 7338) for the relief of William H. Scofield, Jacob 
Brady, J"ames Ketcham, Annie Booth, as administratrix of t~e 
goods, chattels, and credits of George W. Booth. deceased; Wil­

. son P. Dillar, Ezra L. Waterhouse, Moses C. Bell, George W. 
Byles and George A. Scofield, was read twice by its title. 

Mr.'HILL. Mr. President, thisbillhas passed theotherHouse, 
and a similar bill has been reported from the Judiciary Commit­
tee of the Senate and is now upon the Calendar. I simply desire 
to have the House bill now disposed of. 

Mr. SHERMAN. What is the amount involved? 
Mr. HILL. About $2,000. 
Mr. SHERMAN. It is rather a dangerous precedent to set to 

discharge sureties on a bond. We have had one or t'Yo exam~les 
of that kind, and we should be extremely careful m releasmg 
sureties. 

:Mr. HILL. The House report contains the facts in full. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have the report read. If the!e 

are any special circumstances to justify the passage of the bill 
they ought to be stated. 

Mr. HILL. The special circumstances are these, if the Senator 
will indulge me a moment: The statute requires that when any 
deficiency occurs in the accounts of a postmaster the Government 
should notify the sureties, and it should be do?-e in thirty da;y-s. 
It was not done in this instance. A bond was given under which 
the liability was inc~n·ed. Subsequently, witho~t notice t? the 
sureties of the defiCiency, a new bond was reqmred and given. 
The committee held very properly that the sureties ha,d no knowl­
edge of this defalcation, no knowledge of a deficiency in any way, 
and supposed the accounts were all right. That _was the reaso? 
the sureties gave the second bond. Under those crrcumstances It 
was deemed that the Government ought to relieve them from the 
last bond and hold them to the other; and that is the occasion for 
the relief. The very highest equity requires that they should be 
relieved. 

1\Ir. SHERMAN. From what committee of the Senate has the 
bill been reported? 

Mr. HILL. A similar bill has been reported from the Commit­
tees on the Judiciary of both Houses, and this bill has passed the 
House of Representatives. The other bill is here awaiting action. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con­
sideration of the bill? 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill;. which was read. 

The bill was reported to the Senate Without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, Senate 
bill3229, on the same subject, will be indefinitely postponed. 

ST. LOUIS RIVER BRIDGE. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the bill (H. R. 

8321) to authorize the c_ounty of ~t .. Louis, in the State of M~ne­
sota to build or authonze the buildmg of a foot and wagon bndge 
acro'ss the St. Louis River between Minnesota and Wisconsin, at 
a point near Fond du :i;Jac, in said State of Minnesota; which was 
read twice by its title. 

Mr. NELSON. I ask unanimous consent for the consideration 
of that bill at this time. The bill has been referred to the War 
Department and meets with the appr~val of the Department, and 
it has also been referred to the Comnnttee on Commerce. 

Mr. VEST. I should like very much to proceed with the con­
sideration of House bill 4580, which has been interrupted by other 
matters. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will recognize the Senator 
from Minnesota subsequently. 

Mr. VEST. The Senator can call his bill up after the revenue 
bill is disposed of. I have had such extraordinarily bad luck with 
the bill that I should like to get rid of it. 

DEFICIENCIES IN APPROPRIATIONS. 
Mr. HALE. I submit a privileged report, which will take but 

a moment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The report will be read. 
The Secretary read as follows: 

'.rhe committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the amendment of the Senate numbered 2 to the bill (H. R. 9409) makintr 
appropriations to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for expenses of 
the House of Representatives, and for other purposes. for the fiscal year end­
ing June 30~ 1896, having met, after full and free conference have agreed to 
recommena and do recommend to their respective Houses as follows: 

That the Senate recede from its amendment numbered 2. 
EUGENE HALE, 
W. B. ALLISON~.­
F. M. COCKRELL, 

Managers on the pm·t of the Senate. 
J. G. CANNON. 
JOSEPH D. SAYERS, 

Managers on the part of the House. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on concurring in the 

report of the committ-ee of conference. 
The report was concurred in. 

FRAUDULENT BOTTLING OF LIQUORS. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the con~ 

sideration of the bill (H. R. 4580) to amend section 3449 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States . 

1\Ir. VEST. The bill was heretofore read for information; the 
amendment of the committee was adopted, and the hour of 2 
o'clock having arrived, the consideration of the bill was sus· 
pended. 

1\Ir. BATE. I should like to have the bill rea-d, as well as the 
amendment upon which we are to act. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read and the amend­
ment will be stated. 

The bill was read. 
The SECRETARY. Mr. HILL proposes to amend the bill, in line 

14, page 2, by striking out the word "and" and inserting the 
word" or"; so as to read: 

Or to be imprisoned. etc. . 
Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I do not think this proposed legis· 

lation is wise, nor do I take much stock in the original statute 
which this bill proposes to amend, and which I shall read. It is 
section 3449 of the Revised Statutes: 

Whenever any person shlps, transports, or removes any spirituous or fer­
mented liquors or wines under any other than the proper name or brand 
known to the tra.de as designating the kind and quality of the contents of the 
casks or t_Ja.ckages containing the same, or causes such act to be qone, he shall 
forfeit sa1d liquors or wines, and casks or packages, and be subJect to pay a 
fine of $500. 

Mr. President, I think this statute was unnecessary for any pur­
poses of the collection of revenue. Of course, if a person stamps a 
keg "lager beer" when it contains wine or liquor, that would be 
a transparent fraud, although he might pay the amount of the 
tax correctly. But it will be seen that this original statute says 
that there must not be stamped "any other than the proper name 
or brand known to the trade as designating the kind and quality 
of the contents of the bottles, casks, or other packages containing 
the same. ' ' 

Mr. MILLS. Will the Senator from New York yield to me to 
ask for the passage of a bill? 

1\Ir. HILL. The Senator from Missouri has charge of the pend .. 
ing bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New York is rec­
ognized. 

Mr. HILL. The question arose under this statute as to what 
was meant by the phrase, "other than the proper name or brand 
known to the trade as designating the kind and quality of the con­
tents of the bottles, casks, or other packages containing the same." 
The question will arise as to whether one of these packages marked 
"Old Holland Gin " is properly branded, although the gin is man­
ufactured in this country and although that was a trade-mark 
which the party had been using for years and years. Is it to be 
said because he continues the use of that old phrase,'' Old Holland 
Gin," it is necessarily a false statement, and that it necessarily 
would be implied that it was made in Holland or Old Holland? 
Questions of that kind arose under. this. statu~, and some pros~- · 
cutions have been had, more, I thmk, m the mterest of opposi-­
tion dealers than in the true interests of the Treasury. 

Now it is proposed to amend this statute, which I think was in 
its full extent of doubtful propriety in the outset, by not only mak­
ing the party pay a fine of $500, as the existing law provides, but 
also that he shall be imprisoned for six months for the first of­
fense-that he sllall pay a fine of $500 and also be impTisoned for 
six months; so that in case a man continues the use of these old 
trade-marks, which may be strictly held to imply something dif­
ferent from what the article actually is, he is not simply to be 
fined but is absolutely to be imprisoned for the first off~nse .. I 
think that is pretty harsh. In the first place, the question will 
arise as to the extent of the power of this Government thus to 
make what are essentially police regulations. 

This is not in consonance with the other revenue laws of the na­
tion. Nearly all of them provide simply for fines. This is not to 
punish smuggling or defrauding the Government. For instance, \ 
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take an illustration. Assume that there was a tax upon brussels 
carpet , which a man must pay, and the statute requires him to 
use the correct name. Formerly brussels carpet came from Brus­
sels and was exclusively manufactured there. Nowbrusselscar­
pet is manufactured in this country; but it retains its name and 
designation. So there is an article called Schiedam schnapps, 
whatever that is. That is made here, and yet it might be implied 

• from the name that it was something which came from abroad. A 
question will arise under this statute, as it has arisen before, as to 
whether a person can be prosecuted under it. The trade-mark 
protected him; but this statute it is proposed to amend by provid­
ing imprisonment for the first offense. The report of the House 
committee on this bill says: 

The Internal Revenue Office reports that the existing statuteisinadequate 
to meet and correct the gross and extensive frauds perpetrated upon the 
public and upon the revenue by p ersons engaged in the sale of a great 
variety of spirituous, vinous, and malt liq_uors under false and fraudulent 
brands. To illustrate, but without goin~ mto details, the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue reports that in many districts lager beer is found upon the 
market under such names as "hop tea" and "ambrosia," as well as other 
false designations. 

Of course where lager beer is in kegs and is marked "hop tea" 
and" ambrosia," that is a palpable fraud; and I do not suppose 
any sort of imprisonment would be objectionable in such cases. 
But the original statute was broad; and while the committee in 
reporting this bill have added the words" knowingl-y and will­
fully," that language does not tone down the thing much, because 
the Senate committee have made this amendment to the bill, or 
the House committee, I do not know which. 

Mr. PLATT. The Senatecommitteereported that amendment. 
Mr. VEST. Yes; that was reported by the Senate committee. 
Mr. HILL. The Senate committee reported the amendment. 

The committee realized the fact that it was pretty harsh to con­
demn a party upon the first offense to imprisonment; and in order 
to mitigat-e the situation they have added the words "knowingly 
and willfully," so that anyone who knowingly and willfully sells 
or keeps on hand for sale or removes packages that do not contain 
the proper name of the liquor, etc., shall be liable to the penalty. 
That does not cover the case I have mentioned. Of course when 
a person sells Old London gin he does it knowingly and does it 
willfully, and he claims the right to do it under his own trade­
marks which have existed for years. The prosecution under the 
statute is based upon the idea that in some way or other that is 
not the proper name of the liquor because it may imply that it 
was a foreign production. 

This bill strikes me as more in the interest of opposition dealers 
than as a bona fide bill for the protection of the Treasury; but it 
goes too far. I can not see why a fine should not be a sufficient 
punishment for the first offense, instead of six months' imprison­
ment. The reason I make that statement is not that I want 
to justify persons in evading the statute, but there are delicate 
legal questions arising and have arisen before, after the original 
act was passed. It is said that when persons are convicted they 
will pay the fine promptly. Where a man has had these old trade­
marks for years and years people are willing to buy his goods, 
no matter by what name they are called. . 

I see no particular benefit to be derived to the public Treasury 
by the enactment of this bill. I think it will absolutely prevent 
respectable dealers in New York, St. Louis, Chicago, Milwaukee, 
and all over the country from raising the question which would 
arise under these cases, when they will have to go to prison if 
beaten upon the technical point. That is the reason I object 
to it. That is the reason that I suggest, with the consent of my 
friend from Missouri, that it should be left discretionary with 
the judge as to whether the first offense should be absolutely pun­
ished by imprisonment. Prosecution is made, say, against a client 
of mine upon the ground that some of the articles contained in 
kegs do not absolutely express the proper names-in other words, 
might import that they were produced abroad, and I illustrated 
by " Old Holland Gin " and the other names they have for these 
and other articles. It has been suggested on my left that the 
"lager beer" originally came from Germany and that would im­
ply that all lager beer was made abroad. I do not think the bill 
is correct, and that is all I have to say about it. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, this bill was drawn by the Commis­
sioner of Internal Revenue and urged upon the committees of both 
branches of Congress. The Senator from New York says it is a 
bill which was intended to apply to the question of business of 
brands or trade-marks. The Internal Revenue Department dis­
claim anything of that sort, and they say the bill is intended sim­
ply to prevent frauds upon the revenue. For instance, the prac­
tice obtains of putting a brand or trade-mark upon fine brandies, 
which bear a duty of $1.80 a gallon, and the brand or trade-mark 
put upon it is "whisky," which would pay but $1.10 a gallon, 
making a difference of 70 cents in the tax. Under the old statute 
when these liquors were put up in bottles and a trade-mark was 
put upon them it was simply impossible to detect the fraud 
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without opening the package, and when there is a largenumberof 
them it is almost impossible to do that. 

It was also further found, according to the report of the inter­
nal-revenue officer, that the dealers in these goods were willing 
to pay the $500 fine on account of the enormous profits they made, 
and it was simply no obstacle at all to this fraud upon the reve­
nue to impose a simple fine. Therefore, the Internal Revenue 
Depa,rtment found it absolutely necessary to ask from Congress 
an amendment to the law so as to add the terror of personal im­
prisonment in order to prevent these fraudulent practices. 

This proposed legislation does not stand upon the same footing 
as the oleomargarine or the filled-cheese law. My objection to 
that legislation was that it was the perversion of the taxing power 
of the Government for police purposes. But here there is no 
question about the power of the Government to put an excise tax 
upon liquors. Every civilized country derives a large portion of 
its revenue, and England derives the largest portion, from an ex­
cise tax upon liquors. The constitutional power of taxation un­
questionably exists, and no court would say and no lawyer would 
contend that we did not have ths right to pass auxiliary laws to 
make effective our unquestionable right to collect these excise 
taxes. 

General WHEELER, a .prominent member of the Committee on 
Ways and Means of the House, addressed me the following note: 

a~:~:n~~~ :e~~~ ~9t~~ ~~~:J:~gr~~fu~~~~ :~\=;:e~it~a~s tt~ 
bill was drawn by the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, and, as shown by 
the inclosed report, is n ecessary to protect the r evenue. 

Since the r eport was made I am informed on the authority of Mr. Brooks, 
the special a~ent of the internal revenue in New York, that he is unable to 
conv1ct parties violating the existin~ law, for the reason that the word" bot­
tles" is not included in the present .1aw. 

He says that a party arrest ed for illicit dist illation admitted that he had 
filled 30,000 cases of illicit whisky and branded it a t his pleasure gin, brandy, 
or whatever he desired. Thus not only depriving the United States of the 
internal-revenue tax, $1.10 per gallon. but also im posing these goods on the 
public as imported spirits, which should have paid $1.80 per gallon. 

There is no matter of trade-mark involved in this, but simply an act to pro­
tect the revenue. 

This states as clearly as I could possibly do it the object of this 
proposed law. _ 

Mr. IDLL. Take the instance I suggested of gin, old Holland 
gin. A man is entirely willing to pay the full amount of the 
tax; yet would it not be argued that that is not under the proper 
name or brand? The report says they want to reach cases where 
the implication is that they are imported when they are not im­
ported. That is the object, it is said, that it is sought to accom­
plish now. I ask the Senator, in such case as that, would it not 
be claimed that that is the effect of the bill? 

Mr. VEST. I admit that one might conjecture hard cases un­
der this and every other revenue law, b~1t we have amended the 
bill so that any jury must be satisfied that he knowingly and 
willfully did so. I opposed that amendment, to be frank about 
it, because I can hardly conceive of a case in which a conviction 
will ever be had with those words in the law. It is an unusual 
thing in revenue laws-in fact, it is the exception in this case-to 
put in thewol'ds"knowinglyand willfully"; but a large majority 
of the committee disagreed with me and inserted the words, so 
that it would be impossible under the case put by the Senator 
from New York to secure a conviction. 

Mr. HILL. If he does it knowingly he does it willfully; he 
does it because he claims he has a right to do it and he is willing 
to pay the full amount of the tax. 

Mr. VEST. I do not suppose any court would hold in a case of 
that sort that it was .done willfuDy. But, putting it in the broad­
est way, if a dealer in liquor deliberately and knowingly puts a 
trade-mark or brand upon a package or a bottle when he knows it 
is a falsehood he ought to be punished for it. He must have some 
object in doing it. He is not doing it for amusement. He is cer­
tainly doing it to commit a fraud. 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas. And he perpetrates a fraud. 
Mr. VEST. And he perpetrates a fraud. The public are entitled 

to know, when a brand is put on, that the brand or trade-mark 
properly represents the contents of the package. 

Mr. HILL. That, of course, is all right enough where they 
attempt to substitute one kind of liquor for another kind-lager 
beer for ale, or ale for whisky, or whisky for brandy, or some­
thing of that kind. That is a proposition entirely different from 
the one I present. 

Mr. VEST. Take the case that is mentioned by General 
WHEELER in this letter as coming from 1\fr. Brooks, the inspector. 
Here is a man who says he had 30,000 bottles, into which he put 
whisky and then put on the trade-mark of gin, brandy, and dif­
ferent sorts of imported foreign liquors. That was a clear viola­
tion of law. 

Mr. IDLL. It was a false statement, and if it is desired to 
punish a case of that kind-and it ought to be-a statute can be 
framed to cover it. 

Mr. VEST. And this statute is intended to eover it. Under 



6386 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SENATE. JUNE 10, 

the old statute be could not be convicted, because it was impos­
sible to do so. This law is intended to cover a case where bottles 
are fraudulently used. 

Mr. HILL. I do not object to that part of it. 
Mr. VEST. That is one of the main objects of this proposed 

legislation. I ask for a vote, Mr. President. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 

amendment of the Senator from New York. 
Mr. VEST. I hope the amendment will be rejected. 
Mr. HILL. If hopes will carry it, Mr. President~ I hope it will 

be adopted. 
The amendment was rejected. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended. 
Mr. GALLINGER. Before the matter passes from the commit­

tee I should like to ask the Senator in charge of the bill if I 
understood him correctly to say that the bill was drawn and 
recommended by the Commissioner of Internal Revenue? 

l\fr. VEST. Yes, sir, 
Mr. GALLINGER. I had intended to offer, and have had 

printed, an amendment to the bill comprising the text of a bill 
popularly known as the pure-food bill. I think it is much more 
important that the people of this country should have pure food 
than pure whisky or pure gin or pure brandy or any other intoxi­
cating drink. I have been astounded that Congress has not before 
now passed that bill, which I will not now detain the Senate in 
having read, as I think it is of the utmost consequence to the 
people of this country. But I have no desire to obstruct the pas­
sage of the pending bill, upon the statement of the Senator from 
Missouri that the Commissioner of Internal Revenue desires it 
shall become a law. So I withhold my amendment, and trust 
that when the pure-food bill comes before the Senate, as I have 
no doubt it will during the term of the Senator from Missouri, he 
will interest himself to see that it becomes a law, as well as the 
bill in which he is now interested. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be 
read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
COURTS Di TEXAS. 

Mr. MILLS. I ask unanimous consent to take up the bill which 
has just come from the other House affecting courts in Texas. 
Nobody else is interested in it except Texas people. 

There being no objection, the bill (H. R. 9226) to change the 
time and places for the district and circuit courts of the northern 
district of Texas was read the first time by its title and the second 
time at length, and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ST. LOUIS RIVER BRIDGE. 

Mr. NELSON. I ask unanimous consent for the present con­
sideration of House bill8321. 

There being no objection, the bill (H. R. 8321) to authorize the 
cotmty of St. Louis, in the State of Minnesota, to build or author­
ize the building of a foot and wagon bridge across the St. Louis 
River between Minnesota and Wisconsin, at a point near Fond 
du Lac, in said State of Minnesota, was read the first time by its 
title and the second time at length, and considered as in Commit­
tee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

POTOMAC RIVER BRIDGE. 

Mr. DANIEL. I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to 
consider the bill (S. 2775) to authorize the Herndon and Aldie 
Railroad to construct a bridge over the Potomac River at or be­
low the Great Falls. 

The Secretary read the bill, and by unanimous consent the Sen­
ate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to its consideration. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Commerce with 
amendments. 

The first amendment was, in section 1, line 7, after the word 
"or," to strike out" below" and insert "near"; so as to make the 
section read: 

That the Herndon and.AldieRailroad Company, a body incorporated under 
the laws o! the State of Virginia, be. and is hereby, authorized and em_pow­
ered to construct a bridge and approaches thereto across the Potomac River 
at a point at or near the Great Falls thereof. 

The amendment was ag1·eed to. 
The next amendment was, 1n section 2, line 4, after the word 

"Company," to strike out" are" and insert" is"; in line 6, after 
the word "railroad," to strike out "with such conveniences afore­
said," and in line 8, after the word" feet," to insert "including 
slopes, culverts, and all appurtenances"; so as to make the section 
read: 

That the said bridge may be constructed with a single or with double 
tracks, and may be provided with such conveniences as may be deemed 
necessary for-railway traffic; and the said Herndon and .Aldie Railroad Com­
pany is hereby granted the right of way, and may construct said railroad 

across the land reservation of the United States adjacent to said Great Falls, 
not exceeding in width 66 feet, including slopes, culverts, and all appurte­
nances. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in section 3, line 3, before the word 

"shall," to jnsert "its approaches and appurtenances"; in line 4, 
after the word ''said," to strike out ''structure" and insert '' struc­
tures and their proposed location," and in line 8, after the word 
"approval," to strike out" and thereupon"; so as to read: • 

That the said Herndon and .Aldie Railroad Company, before entering upon 
th_o construction of said hridge, tts approaches, andap~urtenances, shall sub­
mit to the Secretary of W ar plans and drawings of said structures and their 
prop~sed locations for his a.pl?roval, and should 1!-e approve such plans and 
drawmgs he shall at once notify the officers of said Herndon and .Aldie Rail­
r oad Company of such approval. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in section 3, line 8, after the word 

"approval," to insert: 
That said company, before commencing work on said bridge, its approaches, 

or appurtenances, shall deposit with the Treasurer of the United States to 
the credit of the Washington Aqueduct the sum of $5,000, to defray all the 
expenses that may be incurred by the United States in connection with the 
inspection of the company's work on the lands of the United States, and any 
of the company's work that may affect the interests of the United States, 
and in making good any damages done l:Jy sa.id company or its works to any 
work or land or other property of the United States, and in completing as 
the Secretary of War may direct, any of the company's work that the said 
company ma~neglect or refuse to complete, and which the Secretary of War 
may considef necessary for the safety of the Washington Aqueduct and the 
works pertaining thereto, or for the proper care and preservation of its 
lands; and the said comJ)3.ny or its successors shall also deposit as afore..<mid 
such further sums for said purposes at such times as the Secretary of War 
shall direct. The said moneys shall be disbursed like other moneys appro­
priated for the Washington Aqueduct, and whatever shall remain of said 
deposits after tqe com:pletion of the work..c:; for which they may be obtained 
shall be returned to sa.1d company with an account of the disbursements in 
detail. The disbursements of said deposits shall, except in case of emer­
gency, be made only on the order of the Secretary of War. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in section 3, llne 33, after the word 

" war," to insert: 
Upon compliance with all of the preceding conditions the. 

And in line 35, after the word " bridge," to insert " its ap­
proaches and appurtenances"; so as to read: 

Upon compliance with all of the preceding conditions the said company 
may proceed to the erection of said bridge, it approaches and al)purtenancas. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was to add at the end of section 3: 
During the construction and after the completion of said bridge, ap­

proaches, and ap;purtenances, the agents and employees of the company, 
when on the pubhc lands of the United States in the vicinity, shall be subject 
to such regulations as may be approved by the Secretary of War. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in section 4, line 8, before the word 

"That," to insert: 
That the said Herndon and Aldie Railroad Company shall not construct 

any passenger room, ticket offiee, depot, workshop, water tank, or building 
on the lands of the United States. That any changes in the bridge, ap­
proaches, roadbed, or al)purtena.nces rendered necessary by the construction 
of any public work of the United States shall be promptly made by the com­
pany or its successors without charge to the United States. 

In line 15, after the word "within," to strike out" three years" 
and insert" one year"; in the same line, after the word" within," 
to strike out '' six" and insert '' three," and in line 21, after the 
word '' or," to insert '' until "; so as to make the section read: 

That the said Herndon and .Aldie Railroad Company shall not construct 
any passenger room, ticket office, depot, workshop, water t.an.k, or bnilding 
on thelandsofthe United States. That any changes in the bridge, approaches, 
roadbed, or appurtenances rendered necessary by the construction of any 
public work of the United States shall be promptly made by the company or 
Its successors without charge to the United States. That the said Herndon 
and Aldie Railroad Company may at any time make any alterations deemed 
advisable to be nu:.de in said bridge, or such conveniences aforesaid, but must 
first submit such proposed alterations of said bridge to the Secretary of War, 
and his approval shall be :first had before they shall be made: Provided, That 
the construction of said bridge shall be commenced within one year and com­
pleted vithin three years from the date of the approval of this act: Provided 
furtlU?1', That nothing in this act contained shall be so construed as to author­
ize the said railroad company to acquire or occupy any portion of the prop­
erty right or rights of way of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company with­
out the consent of the owners of a majority of the stock of said coml?a.ny, or 
until after condemnation proceedings and proper compensation of srud Ches· 
apeake and Ohio Canal Company. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was to insert as an additional section: 

SEC. 5. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this act is hereby reserved; 
and if construction of the bridge hereby authorized is not begun within 
twelve months and completed in three years from the approval of this act 
it shall be null and void. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. PLATT. OnpaO"e4thereisareferenceto ''conveniences." 

Will the Senator f1·om Missouri inform me what "conveniences" 
are? I ask the Secretary to read the clause to which I have ref­
erence. 

The Secretary read as follows: 
Tha.t the said Herndon and Aldie Railroad Companr may at any time make 

any alterations deemed advisable- to be made in said bridge, or such con· 
veniences aforesaid. 

I 

\ 
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Mr. PLATT. What are "conveniences"? That word was 
stricken out in a former place in the bill. I do not know what 
the conveniences of a bridge are. 

Mr. VEST. Some abutment works. If the word was stricken 
out in a former place it should be stricken out in the succeeding 
part of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BACON in the chair), With­
out objection that amendment will be made. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend­
ments were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the thh·d time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: "A bill to authorize the 
Herndon and Aldie Railroad to construct a bridge over the Poto­
mac River at or near the Great Falls." 

LOSSES OF . POSTMASTERS. 

Mr. CULLOM. I ask the Senate to consider the House 'bill9447, 
now on the table. 

The bill (H. R. 9447) to amend section 1 of "An act to amend an 
act entitled 'An act authorizing the Postmaster-General to adjust 
certain claims of postmasters for loss by burglary, fire, or other 
unavoidable casualty,'" approved May 9, 1888, was read the first 
time by its title, and the second time at length. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the bill? 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. HARRIS. May I inquire of the Senator from illinois what 
the provision of law is that is proposed to be amended? 

Mr. CULLOM. The part of the law that is proposed to be 
amended is the proviso of an act which limits the sum to $2,000. 
The House has passed a bill providing that no claim exceeding, 
$10,000 shall so and so. It merely strikes out the word" two' 
and inserts the word "tan." 

Mr. HARRIS. No ilisbursements are to be made by the Depart-
ment without the action of Congress? . 

Mr. CULLOM. This is not a matter of disbursement. It re­
lates to the settlement of claims. For instance, there are four or 
five cases now before Congress where burglaries have been com­
mitted upon post-offices and sums extracted, and the postmaster 
of the town or place is -charged with the amount. If it exceeds 
$2,000, the account can not be settled without coming to Congress 
for an act relieving him. For the purp0se of giving the Post­
master-General further discretion, the amount is enlarged from 
two to ten thousand dollars. 

Mr. HARRIS. In cases such as these he mayadjustthematter. 
and settle it up to $10,000? 

Mr. CULLOM. That is all there is in the bill. 
Mr. HARRIS. It is a pretty large discretion, but I shall not 

interpose any objection. 
Mr. CULLOM. I consulted with the only members of the Com­

mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads present, and I am prepared 
to say that they both approve the provisions of the bill. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I desire to say that I think this is 
very wise legislation. I am on two committees, each of which is 
annoyed from time to time, if that ia a proper word to use about 
legislation, with the bills for relief, simply because the Postmaster­
General has notjuTisdiction to adjudicate. He has jurisdiction, as 
stated by the Senator from Illinois, in all cases wheTe the amount 
does not exceed 82,000. But whenever it runs over that sum-and 
most cases do-the postmasters must come to Congress for a special 
bill of relief. There are a number of bills of that kind pending in 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and there are some 
in the Committee on Claims, of which I am a member. I see no 
reason why the Postmaster-General should not have jurisdiction 
to adjudicate all of them. This will undoubtedly include all. 

Mr. CULLOM. I will state, in addition, that a robbery occurred 
two or three yeaTs ago at the post-office in Chicago, and I think a 
year or two ago I secured the passage of a bill for the relief of the 
gentleman who was postmaster at that time. For some reason or 
other it has been kept back and never has passed the House. 

Within a year another robbery occurred, where the safe was 
broken open, in my own town, and the postmaster was robbed of 
a very considerable sum of money, stamps, etc. I understand 
there is another case in New Jersey, one in Kansas, and they are 
scattered about, and the postmasters are unable to settle their 
accounts, as they would like to do before they get out of office, on 
account of the difficulty in getting private acts passed for indi­
vidual relief. I hope the bill will be passed. 

Mr. PLATT. I do not think there is any danger in giving the 
Postmaster-General power to adjudicate these claims up to $10,-
000. My observation has been that the Postmaster-General has 
been exceedingly technical about adjudicating any claims. There 
are a good many more claims which he does not adjudicate than 
those he does adjudieate. 

' . 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF PUBLIC ROADS. 
Mr. WARREN. House joint resolution 194 in relation to the 

improvement of public roads is on the table. The same subject­
matter has been passed upon by the appropriate committee of 
the Senate. It is a measure of a few lines, and I should like to 
call it up and have it passed. 

The joint resolution (H. Res. 194) extending the scope of the 
investigations by the Agricultural Department in the matter of . 
the improvement of the public roads was read the first time by 
its title and the second time at length. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the joint resolution? 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to considm· the joint resolution. 

Mr. HARRIS. Before the joint resolution is voted upon, I 
simply desire to say, as I shall not ask for a yea-and-nay vote, 
which would afford me an opportunity to record my vote, that I 
should vote against the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend­
ment, ordered to a third reading, and was read the third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is, Shall the joint 
resolution pass? 

The joint resolution was rejected. 
Mr. WARREN subsequently said: I desire to move that the 

vote by which the Senate rejected House joint resolution 194 may 
be reconsidered and that the joint resolution may be placed on 
the Calendar. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection, the mo­
tion to reconsider will be agreed to, and the joint resolution will 
be placed upon the Calendar. The Chair hears no objection, and 
it is so ordered. 

STATUS OF MIXED-BLOOD INDIANS. 
Mr. ALLEN. I desire unanimous consent to call up for con­

sideration the bill (S. 3051) defining the rights and privileges of 
mixed-blood Indians under the treaties and statutes of the United 
States, confirming the title of said Indians to then· lands, allowing 
the same to be alienated under certain circumstances, and for 
other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the bill? 

Mr. PLATT. I object to the consideration of the bill. 
Mr. ALLEN. I should like the attention of the Senator from 

Connecticut for a moment. This bill met the approval of the In­
dian Committee, of which the Senator from Connecticut is a mem­
ber. The report was unanimous, and I hope the Senatorwillnot 
insist on his objection. 

Mr. PLATT. I beg leave to say the report on the bill was not 
unanimous. 

Mr. ALLEN. Very well. Theniwillaccepttheconsequences, 
and endeavor to establish after a while the Senatorial parity as to 
courtesy. 

Mr. PLATT. I wish to reply to the remark of the Senator from 
Nebraska. The bill is a very important one, and I was not in 
favor of it in committee. It can not be passed without discussion. 
It is a bill of very wide scope; and while I do not know that I ob­
jected to it when the report was made, I reserved my rights in 
the committee to oppose the bill. 

NAVASSA ISLAND AND SWAMM ISLAND. 
Mr. GIBSON. I desire to call up the joint resolution (S. R. 89) 

directing and authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to appoint a 
board of three officers of the Navy to proceed to Navassa Island, 
in the West Indies, and examine and report upon the cost of es­
tablishing a coaling station for the United States Government on 
said island. _ 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the joint resolution, which had been 
reported from the Committee on Naval Affairs with an amend­
ment, to strike out all after the resolving clause and insert: 

That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized and di­
rected to appoint a board of three officers of the Navy and instruct said 
board to proceed to Navassa Island and Swamm Island, in the West Indies, 
and examine and r eport upon the practicability and advisability of establish­
ing a coaling station for the United States Government on either of said 
islands. 

1\ir. HAWLEY. I have a large photograph of the island, show­
ing its whole breadth and length. It has a fine elevation. It is 
used chiefly for getting materials for fertilizers. There is no 
anchorage anywhere near there. Deep water goes bang up to 
steep stone walls. I do not know what they 'vill do with it. The 
Senator is welcome to have the photograph if it will do him any 
good, or the Navy Department either. My information comes 
from a man who has spent years there in charge of the fertilizing 
works. The photograph comes from him to me. 
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Mr. GIBSON. The joint resolution has been carefully consid­
ered by the Committee on Naval Affairs, and it was decided to 
report it favorably. There was added, however, an amendment 
which increases the propriety of appointing the commission. The 
scope and advisability of the joint resolution are greatly enlarged 
by the amendment to the original joint resolution, including 
another island besides Navassa. The sole purpose of the inquiry 
is to determine which one of these two islands it is the more 
advisable should be selected as a coaling station for the United 
States. 

Both of these islands are the property of citizens of the United 
States. The absolute necessity of establishing such a coaling sta­
tion has been passed upon by the Navy Department. The object 
of the joint resolution is to enable a committee of three naval offi­
cers to visit the two islands and later on to report to the Secretary 

. of the Navy their judgment with reference to the advisability of 
the enterprise. 

Mr. PLATT. I think we ought to have some information on 
this subject. We do not want to send a naval expedition off to 
find a place to establish a coaling station unless there is some 
probability that they can find such a location. We ought to have 
some information on the subject as to whether there is really a 
probability that a coaling station for the United States can be 
established at this island. We do not want to send junketing 
expeditions from the Navy any more than we do from the Senate. 
I am quite willing to vote for the joint resolution if there is any 
probability that we can establish a coaling station there. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, I have no objection in the 
world to an investigation (I do not think it will cost very much) 
by one of the lighter vessels. It can pass around that way with a 
naval board and look at the island. I only give the Senate the 
benefit of what I happen to know about it. I think it is twelve 
or fifteen years since I met the American who had charge of the 
works on that island, and on one of his occasional visits I after­
wards saw him. He gave me various little curiosities. Among 
others he gave me a photograph of the island, giving a view of 
the whole isla.nd from a distance of two or three miles. and then 
some views of the buildings and groups of people who worked 
there, and all that. 

I saw, two or three weeks ago, I think, some reference in the 
papers to the precise matter embodied in the jotnt resolution, and, 
as fortune would have it, I met this gentleman himself within a 
week after that. I asked him, what I thought I knew already, 
whether there was anchorage around there at any place for a ship 
to lie, and he said nothing whatever; that they had to go up there 
in 'boats. But new modern science has no difficulty in cutting 
out a hole in the side of an island somewhere. There is no harm 
in the investigation, anyhow. 

Mr. GIBSON. The joint resolution merely provides for an in­
vestigation. The question has been thoroughly considered by the 
committee. and the conclusion, I think, was unanimously reached 
that the joint resolution should be passed. 

1\Ir. HALE. What is the language in reference to that point? 
Mr. GIBSON. I was going to ask that th~ joint resolution 

should be again read. 
The Secretary again read the joint resolution. 
Mr. GIBSON. It will be discovered, I will say in reply to the 

Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT], that the duties of the 
commission will be very far from any junketing trip. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment reported by the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The joint resolution was reported to the Senate as amended, and 

the amendment was concurred in. 
The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed for a third 

reading, read the third time, and passed. 
The title was amended so as to read: "Joint resolution author­

izing and directing the Secretary of the Navy to appoint a board 
of three officers of the Navy to proceed to Navassa Island and 
Swamm Island, in the West Indies, and examine and report upon 
the practicability and advisability of establishing a coaling station 
for the United States Government on either of said islands." 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of ·Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, it" Chief Clerk, announced that the House had agreed 
to the report of the committee of eonference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill (H. R. 9409) making appropriations to supply deficiencies in 
the appropriations for the expenses of the House of Representa­
tives, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the House had passed a bill 
(H. R. 4058) to set apart a portion of certain lands in the State of 
Washington, now known as the Pacific Forest Reserve, as a pub­
lic park, to be known as the Washington National Park; in which 
it requested the concurrence of the Senate. · 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
The message further announced that the Speaker of the Honse 

had signed the follo.wing enrolled bills and joint resolution, and 
they were thereupon signed by the Vice-President: 

A bill (S. 261) for the relief of Arthur P. Selby; 
A bill (S. 1011) for the relief of Capt. James Reagan, United 

States Army; 
A bill (S. 2943) to authorize the construction of a bridge across 

the Warrior River by the Mobile and Ohio Railroad Company; 
A bill (S. 2944) to authorize the construc-tion of a bridge across 

the Caleaba River, in Bibb County, Ala., by the Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad Company; 

A bill (S. 2945) to authorize the construction of a bridge across 
the Alabama River by the Mobile and Ohio Railroad Company; 

A bill (H. R. 7338) for the relief of William H. Schofield, Jacob 
Brady, James Ketcham, Annie Booth, as administratrix of the 
goods, chattels, and credits of George W. Booth, deceased; Wil­
son P. Billar, Ezra L. Waterhouse, Moses C. Bell, George W. 
Byles, and George A. Schofield; 

A bill (H. R. 9409) making appropriations to ~upply deficiencies 
in the appropriations for expenses of the House of Representa­
tives, and for other purposes, for the fiscal year 1896; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. 149) extending the benefits of sections 
1426 and 1573 of the .Revised Statutes to all enlisted persons of 
the Navy. 

DONATION OF CONDEMNED CANNON. 
Mr_. GALLINGER. There are two small bills on the Calendar, 

one of which my colleague [Mr. CHANDLER], when he left the city, 
desired me to call up. The first one is Senate bill 2483, donating 
condemned cannon to the Soldiers' Home of New Hampshire, and 
the other donates condemned cannon to a monument association. 
I ask that the bill (S. 2483) donating condemned cannon and can­
non balls to the New Hampshire Soldiers' Home maybe now con­
sidered. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I offer an amendment to be inserted at 
the end of the bill. 

The SECRETARY. It is proposed to add at the end of the bill: 
P1·ovj,ded, That the condemned cannon herein mentioned are available for 

the purposes stated, and can, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Navy, be 
spared without detriment to the public interest: Andprovidedjurthe1·, That 
the Government shall not incur any expenses in handling and transporting 
said cannon. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend­

ment was concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 

the third time, and passed. . 
Mr. GALLINGER. I ask to call up the next order of business 

on behalf of my colleague. It will take but a moment. It is the 
bill (S. 2630) authorizing and directing the Secretary of the Navy 
to donate condemned cannon to the Londonderry Soldiers' Monu­
ment Association of Londonderry, N.H. 

There being no objec'tion, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment. ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

CLASSIFICATION OF RAILWAY POSTAL CLERKS. 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I ask unanimous consent for the 

present consideration of the bill (S. 2741) to classify railway 
postal clerks and prescribe their salaries. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be read for in­
formation, subject to objection. 

The bill was read. 
1\ir.l\iiTCHELL of Oregon. I desire to make a brief statement 

in regard to the bill. 
Mr. HALE. That bill is too important a bill to pass without 

being discussed. I have had a great many letters in opposition to 
it. I must object to its consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maine objects 
to the consideration of the bill. · 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I understood the bill was taken 
up by common consent. -

Mr. HALE. Itwasreadforinformation. I was waiting to hear 
it read. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Will the Senator allow me to 
make a statement? 

1\Ir. HALE. Certainly. 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. This is a bill originally prepared 

in the Post-Office Department, which has received the approval 
and the strong recommendation of every Postmaster-General since 
1885. It has received the approval four several times unanimously, 
I think, of the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads of the 
Senate, and has twice heretofore passed the Senate. It is a bill, 
as I have stated, which the Post-Office Department is very desirous 
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of having passed, looking to the efficiency of the Railway Mail 
Service. 

M!!-. STEW ART. The same bill? 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. The same bill which has just 

been read; and under the circumstances I hope the Senator from 
Maine will allow it to be passed. 

Mr. HALE. It adds very largely to the expenses of the Gov­
ernment. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I can state, if the Senator will 
allowme--

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I must object. 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oreg-on. Very well. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maine objects. 

PENSIONS TO PAYMASTERS' CLERKS IN MEXICAN WAR. 
Mr. VEST. The Senator from North Dakota [Mr. RoACH] re­

quested me to ask for the consideration of the bill .(S. 810) to 
amend the act entitled "An act granting pensions to the soldiers 
and sailors of the Mexican war, andforotherpurposes,"approved 
January 29, 1887, which he reported from the Committee on Pen­
sions without amendment; and I make that request. 

By unanimous consent the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to so construe the pro­
visions of the act en ti tied ''An act granting pensions to the soldiers 
and sailors of the Mexican war, and for other purposes," approved 
January 29, 1887, as to include the surviving paymasters' clerks in 
the Army as of the same relative rank and grade as pursers' clerks 
in the Navy, and the surviving paymasters' clerks of the Army, 
and the widows of those who have died, so as to entitle them to 
all the rights and benefits given by the act of January 29, 1887, to 
pursers' clerks of the Navy. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Is there a report with that bill? 
Mr. VEST. There is a report with it. There are not a half 

dozen of these cases. They do not amount to anything. 
Mr. GALLINGER. · There are only four or five of these men 

left. 
Mr. VEST. Onlv four. 
Mr. GALLINGER. Four, I think, is the exact number. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 

to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had receded 
from its disagreement to the amendments of the Senate numbered 
2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 13, 15, and 17 to the bill (H. R. 7664) making appro­
priations for sundry civil expenses of the Government for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, and for other purposes, and had 
agreed to the same. 

The message also announced that the House had agreed to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 4580) to amend section 
3449 of the Revised Statutes. 

The message further announced that the House had passed the 
bill (S. 361) for the relief of Silas P. Keller with an amendment; 
in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the fol­
lowing bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 4058) to set apart a portion of certain lands in the 
State of Washington, now known as the Pacific Forest Reserve, 
as a public park, to be known as the Washington National Park; 

A bill (H. R. 7500) to grant a pension to Mrs. Keturah Wilson, 
widow of James Wilson, deceased; 

A bill (H. R. 8159) to pension Mrs. Martha M. Gibson; 
A bill (H. R. 8250) for the relief of William Gemmill; and 
A bill (H. R. 8886) for the relief of Hiram T. Corum and Silas 

W. Davis, of Oregon. 
CEDED INDIAN RESERVATION LANDS. 

Mr. ALLEN. There is a little joint resolution on the desk that 
is a mere formal matter, which I should like unanimous consent 
to consider at this time. It is very short. In carrying out the 
provisions of the sundry civil appropriation bill it suspends the 
operation of the cancellation of certain entries of land, the pay­
ment of certain indebtedness for Indian lands, until the provision 
of the bill which has passed the House and is now on the Calen­
dar can be acted on at the next session of Congress. I should like 
to haye unanimous consent to take up the resolution and have it 
considered at this time. 

The joint resolution (H. Res. 201) extending the time of pay­
ments due from settlers and purchasers on all ceded Indian reser­
vations was read the first time by its title and the second time at 
length, as follows: 

Resolved, etc., That the homestead settlers and settlers who purchased with 
the condition annexed of actual settlement on all ceded Indian reservations 
be, and they are hereby~ granted an extension of one year in which to maktl 
payments as now proviUed by law. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the joint resolution? 

' 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend­
ment, ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr. ALLISON. The Committee on Appropriations instruct me 

to report back the resolution of the House of Representatives of 
May 6, 1896, which was referred to that committee, with an 
amendment, to strike out "Monday, the 18th day of May, at 2 
o'clock p.m.," and insert "Thursday, the 11th day of June, at 3 
o'clock p. m." 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 
The SECRETARY. It is proposed to amend the resolution by 

striking out "Monday, the 18th day of May, at 2 o'clock p.m.," 
and inserting "Thursday, the 11th day of June, at 3 o'clock 
p. m."; so as to make the resolution read: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Sena.te concurring), That the 
President of the Senate and tho Speaker of the House of Representatives be 
authorized to close the present session by adjourning their respective Houses 
on Thursday, the 11th day of June, at 3 o'clock p. m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is upon agreeing to 
the amendment proposed by the committee. 

Mr. STEW ART. Mr. President, of course I shall not attempt 
to delay the adjournment of Congress, but it seems to me worthy 
of remark that this Congress, coming in as it did with high­
sounding promises, has utterly failed to redeem any of them. It 
has left the country in a most deplorableconditioil. It has failed 
to put an end to a policy which means ultimate ruin. We have 
been for several years borrowing gold to pay interest on borrowed 
money and to pay fixed charges to foreign countries. During the 
present Administration two hundred and sixty-two and a half 
million dollars of bonds have been sold to borrow gold to maintain 
the gold standard. It has not maintained the gold standard, how­
ever, because we are paying a large premium for the gold. On 
sixty-two and a half million dollars borrowed in February, 1895, 
we paid $16,000,000 premium, as the President informed us. On 
the sale of $100,000,000 there was also a large premium paid, or a 
discount on the bonds, which is the same thing. These were 
twenty-nine-year 4 per cent bonds, and would have sold for 125 if 
it had not been for the necessity of paying a premium to buy gold. 
As we go on, and our credit gets worse and worse, the premium 
must necessarily be larger and larger. 

Our farm products, which we export and upon which we must 
rely to bay gold and pay for what we import, are depreciating in 
price in foreign markets year by year as the competition with sil­
ver-standard countries increases. See under what disadvantages 
our farmers labor as against the Asiatics. Take Russia, for exam­
ple, which is on a silver basis. The Russian farmer has a hundred 
dollars of taxes to pay and the American farmer has a hundred 
dollars of taxes to pay. The Russian farmer takes a hundred 
bushels of wheat to Liverpool and sells it for 60 cents a bushel in 
gold. He takes that back to Russia, exchanges it for Russian 
money, and gets $120; pays his hundred dollars of taxes and has 
$20 with which to buy tea and coffee. The American farmer sells 
his hundred bushels of wheat for $60 and only has $60 when he 
gets home. He applies it on his taxes and finds himself $40 in 
debt. This advantage goes to all the Asiatic and silver-standard 
countries as against the American farmer. The result is that the 
Asiatic· has inoney with which to reproduce wheat and it does 
him some good; he has money with which to reproduce cotton 
and it does him some good, but the American farmer is left in 
debt every year, and still we say this must go on and debt must 
be piled up and there must be no relief. 

N onaction is the order of the day. We passed through the Sen­
ate a bill to stop the sale of bonds, which would have required 
the Executive to obey the law and pay out silver, of which there 
is an abundance. There are some $30,000,000 of silver coin in the 
Treasury, and silver coin coming in daily. I am informed that 
more than half the revenue is paid in silver certificates, which 
are substantially silver coins, because the Government can con­
vert them into silver coins when they come into the Treasury. 
We have an abundance of silver coin with which to redeem, and 
there is no possible necessity for involving the country in further 
debt. 

What remedy for our difficulties have the Republicans of the 
House of Representatives suggested? They have suggested more 
taxation; they say all we need is more revenue. When we point 
out to them that there is a cash balance in the Treasury of avail­
able money amounting to nearly $270,000,000, and that one of the 
embarrassments of the country is this unhealthy surplus, the only 
remedy proposed by the Republicans of the House, in the bills they 
have sent to us, was more taxation to increase the surplus and im­
pound more and more money. About $125,000,000, jf I r ecollect 
aright-over $120,000,000, at all events-of your greenbacks are re­
tired in the Treasury; prices are falling; times are hard, and grow­
ing worse; and we are going to adjourn this Congress, for what? 

--
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In the New York Sun to-day there is a description of the fight 
which the Republicans propose. Th.ey are to make a fight for 
what? For tariff. To show th~ character of the campaign upon 
which we are about to enter, and for which we are to now ad­
journ, I will ask the Secretary to read the article from the New 
York Sun, a gold-standard paper, which appeared to-day. 

Mr. GALLINGER. The New York Sun does not speak for the 
·Republican party. 

Mr. STEWART. Oh, bntitspeaksthetrnthabonttheRepub­
lican party, and I think yon had better hear it. I should like to 
have that article read. 

Mr. CULLOM. Is it brief? 
Mr. STEW ART. It is quite brief. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Withoutobjection, the Secretary 

will read as requested. 
The Secretary read as follows: 

WHOM OR WHAT WILL THEY FIGHT? 
"The mOIWy question,"' the McKinl~y men keep on saying, "is a secondary 

issue, although rmportant. The main issue is the tariff, and the Republican 
party will make its fight on that." 

This sentiment finds repeated expression from McKinley managers and 
McKinley org:ms in various parts of the country. It is pronounced so per­
sistently and so emphatically that it must mean something. 

What does it mean? What is the tariff issue which is to be the principal 
issue of the coming _campaign? On that issue who is it, or what IS it, that 
the McKinley Republicans ex~t to fight? 

Certainly not the present high protective tariff, enacted by a Congress 
Democratic in both branches and allowed to become a law by a Democratic 
President, who nevet•theless denounced it as too atrociously protective to 
receive his signature. The present tariff is one of the highest protective 
tariffs ever in force in the United States. Its average rate falls short of the 
avera~e rate of the Y-reeeding tariff, distinguished as the McKinley tariff, by 
very little. A Presulential campaign waged in support of the general theory 
of protection as against the general theory of tariff taxation for revenue 
only is a. conceivable thing. Such a campaign occurred four years ago. But 
a Presidential campaign turning on the question whether 4.1 per cent, let us 
say, or 47 per cent shall be the average rate of protection is utterly incon­
OOiva ble to the ordinary mind. Yon are not going to fire up much enthusiasm 
in the hearts of either the forty-oners or the forty-seveners. 

Is the fight to be !or the rearrangement or readjustment of the prot-ection 
afforded by the schedules of the existing tariff? That undertaking might 
involve di:fferenoes of opinion important enough to start a controversy in a 
Committee on Ways and Means, or even to occasion a lively debate in the 
Rouse, sitting as a Commit~ of the Whole. Hardly important enough to fill 
and inflame the length and breadth of the Union in a Presidential year. 

Or is it merely to contend in behalf of the theory of protection, as an ab­
stract proposition, that the warriors of McKinleyism are arming themselves? 
Do they want to smash the last Democratic national platform? The enter­
prise is superfluous; the Democracy has smashed the platform already. The 
Democrats themselves have abandoned the position which the McKinley Re­
publicans propose to att.ack. The McKinley warriors may march forth to 
occupy a stronghold which has been evacuated by its garrison, but it is a 
strained use of the English language to speak of such a proceeding as a fight, 
much less as the princ:rpal fight of a. great Presidential campaign. 

It requires two sides to make a fight. It requires two political parties, both 
earnestly interested and hot for the wager of battle, to make amain issue for 
a Presidential campaign. What is the tariff issue which looms before the ex­
cited imaginations of those Republicans who profess to regard the cause of 
honest money and the gold standard as of subordinate importance? 

Nobody yet has told us this in lan~riDtge clear enough to be comprehensible. 

Mr. STEW ART. It will be observed by that article, which I 
think fairly dissects the situation, how inconsequential the pur­
poses of the Republican party are except to obtain the offices. I 
do not know about the Democracy, whether the Democratic party 
has any purpose or not. It has been without a purpose for many 
years, and whether it will ever have a purpose it is for the future 
to determine. &> far as the Republican party and the Democratic 
Admink"tration are concerned, they are one and the same; their pur­
pose is the same. It is their purpose to maintain the gold stand­
ard by loading the nation with debt, paying a premium for gold, 
increasing that debt year after year-falling prices, stagnation, 
and hard times. That is their purpose. Th~y have indicated no 
other policy. 

Not one gleam of hope has come from either the Democratic 
Administration or the Republican managers. I defy any man to 
suggest a proposition put forth by either which by any possibility 
could relieve the present distress. On the contrary, they refuse 
to change the policy of borrowing money; they refuse to change 
the policy of impounding the greenbacks in the Treasury; they 
refuse to change the policy of buying gold for gold gamblers; 
they refuse to change the policy of contraction; they refuse any 
hope. They are in fuvor of retiring the legal tenders. They are 
in favor of depriving the people of money. They are in favor of 
an Asiatic tariff, built up by a difference of exchange, whereby 
the Asiatics and all silver-standard countries have at least 100 
per cent advantage in the markets of Europe. 

McKinleyism means what? It means to maintain the Asiatic 
tariff against American farmers. It means to build up for a 
special privileged class a tariff high enough to protect the manu­
facturers of the East. It means to make the necessaries of life 
nearer and dearer to the producers of this country. It means to 
make the products of the unprotected labor of this country 
cheaper and cheaper. It means to put the farmer in competition 
with 800,000,000 coolies, who are competing with him in the 
European markets. It means to impoverish the farmer. No one 
seeks to protect him. 

I have been a protectionist and I have advocated protection; but 

I never dreamed that the party to which I belonged would aban­
don the producers of this country and build up a protection en­
tirely in favor of the millions of coolies and see the struggling 
masses of this country reduced to powder. Ineve1· believed that. 
Why, the first move in protection is to equalize exchange, to give 
om· people money, to make it possible to manufacture in different 
parts of the country. Protection with the gold standard means 
slavery for the masses. It means to build up classes, to build up 
and widen the gulf between the laborers and the money changers. 
. The Republican party in the Honse declared-Mr. REED, who 
1s the Republican party of the House, declared-that nonaction 
should be their motto; that they dared not disturb the present 
conditi-on of things-contraction, falling prices, and hard times, 
and borrowing gold for gold gamblers-and they have not dis­
tm·bed it. They are going forth ta the country and say it shall 
not be disturbed, that the tariff shall be the issue; and here we 
have got a tariff only about 5 or 6 per cent below the McKin­
ley tariff. Mr. McKinley himself stated in several speeches that 
perhaps his tariff was too high, and perhaps it was extravagant. 
Certainly the present tariff iB higher, on an average, than any 
other tariff we have had, except the McKinley tariff. It is higher 
than any other in the history of the country except the McKinley 
tariff. We are goirig forth now to fight for what? To fight for 
the gold standard. How are we &'oing to do that? By smother­
ing the real money issue and keepmg this sham issue of tariff be­
fore the country. The New York Sun, in the article which has 
been read, describes what kind of a fight that is. They are going 
to fight bravely with nothing before them. 

Now, as to the Democratic party, if any party could have done 
more to injm·e the country than it has done for the last three 
years it would have been something more than human. I think 
the wit of man has been about exhausted to plunge the country 
into distress. Whether the party will reform or not, there are 
men in the Democratic party who do not like the present situa­
tion. There are men in the Democratic party who do not like 
loading the nation with debt in time of peace to buy gold for a 
set of gold gamblers. There are men in the party-here in the 
Senate-who rebel against any such proceeding. There has been 
a strong vote of Democrats here against it, and some Republican 
votes, too; but the Republican votes came from men who are 
opposed to sinking the country under the gold standard and 
fastening the chains of bondage upon the people. There are men 
in the Democratic party, and in the Republican party, but more 
in the Democratic party, who do not like the single gold standard, 
who do not like the English gold standard, who want to restore 
the money of the Constitution, who believe in the money of the 
better days of the Republic, who believe that there iB not too 
much of both gold and silver for use as standard money. 

There is a movement in the country which, if it can have ex­
pression, will sweep from the earth the policy which is affiicting 
mankind. Four-fifths of the people of these United States are in 
favor of the restoration of the money of the fathe1·s and the wise 
laws of Hamilton, Jefferson, and Jackson as they existed prior to 
1873. If they do not give expression to their sentiments it will be 
because the leaders will manipulate and keep them apart. But 
they will come together if you will let them. They will embrace 
the opportunity if yon give it to them. The great mass of them 
put country above party. They mingle together in their neigh­
borhoods and make no distinction as to party. They want a party 
of patriots such as existed in the better days of the Republic. 
They are anxious to throw off this load; they are anxious for the 
restoration of peace and pro31>erity as it existed in the better days 
of the Republic, as it existed before the machinations of a few 
men destroyed one-half of the metallic basis of our circulation 
and brought on falling prices and enabled a few money manipu­
lators to pool the gold in the world, to take the circulation from 
the people and to charge what they pleased for it. 

There is no gold in circulation, but everything is to be sold at 
such prices as the gold kings may dictate. The gold is pooled, and 
the kings of that pool have held in bondage as slaves the politicians 
of both hemispheres, who have danced to the music of the stock 
jobbers, the smaller fry following on. 

We are rushing to adjourn the Senate for what purpose? One 
party is going out to make war between tweedledee and tweedle­
dnm. The Republican party can not state an issue which they 
dare to meet. We see the papers filled for days as to how they can 
get a jumble of words to deceive somebody, not how they can ex­
press a sentiment upon which people may vote; but the whole dis­
cussion of the leading politicians of the day is how they can twist 
words to deceive somebody. 

Nobody will be deceived this time. No jumble of words will do. 
In this campaign yon must be for the single gold standard, as 
the English syndicate prescribe, or you must be for the restoration 
of the money of the Constitution. The common people have 
dropped on it; they understand it; and they are moving from the 
Lakes to the Gulf and from ocean to ocean and all around the 
coast. They begin to understand how yon have deceived them. 
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Let me tell you politicians, who care not for country but are 

fixing words to deceive, the day will come when the common peo­
ple will rise in their might and rescue this Government from your 
hands and place it in the hands of those who use plain English and 
do not boast of the power of deception. What a spectacle these 
newspapers present; and we are going to adjourn Congress to en­
gage in a fruitless struggle, a struggle that will bring no hope to 
anyone, a stlllggle that will sink us deeper and deeper in poverty 
and want. 

I tell you, Senators, this Congress ought to stay here and grant 
relief. If the gold men have any legislation to propose that will 
give relief, let us know it. Let them proclaim it. The only thing 
they have proposed or suggested was more contraction, more hard 
times, less money for the people, lower prices, more debt, harder 
competition with the Asiatics. This country, with its 70,000,000 
people, ought to be the rich-est nation on earth, and it would be 
the richest if an English syndicate had not been allowed to rob us 
of our patrimony. If we could make American laws, if there was 
an American sentiment here so that we could make laws for 
America and not have them dictated from the other side of the 
Atlantic, we would be an independent and a free people. 

What an outrage it is that here, after thirty years of profound 
peace and abundant ha1·vests, the opportunity for an honest, in­
dustrious man should be worse that it has been at any period since 
the landing at Jamestown! Never in all history have there been 
such galling hard times, such discouraging conditions, so much 
despair and want an<l misery among the masses of the laboring 
people, and particularly among agriculturists, as there are to-day. 
No young man can go fmth into legitimate business and make 
:money, because prices are falling, and if he produces property it 
is worthless in his hands. And this condition, known of all men, 
has been treated with ridicule and contempt by this CongreRs! 
We have sat supinely here and never raised a hand to relieve the 
people from the burden under which they are groaning! 

I suppose we may as well adjourn, for we shall do nothing. 
This is a do-nothing Congress, and it is proposed to carry on the 
business of doing nothing and have no issue except an issue to 
grind the people and to avoid giving them any relief. That is all 
that is proposed for the future, and I suppose the sooner Congress 
adjourns the better. I shall not prolong its session. 

Ml·. ALLISON. I hone we can now have a vote on the resolu-
tion. -

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, before the question is put, I 
desire to call the attention of the Senate and the country to a few 
pertinent facts. I have here a copy of this morning's Post, which 
contains an article that is very pertinent in view of the resolution 
now before the Senate, which I should like to have read. 

MJ.·. HAWLEY. Will the Senator from North Carolina let me 
appeal to him? I wish to say that it is really a matter of very 
great consequence, of business consequence and in every other 
way tending to t he comfort and satisfaction of Senators, to have 
the resolution providing for adjournment at 3 o'clock to-morrow 
go to the other House for their concurrence. The floor will still 
be open for Senators to make speeches. We might like to have a 
little dinner to-night and to take a recess for that purpose. Then 
speech making can go on at half past 8. But I wish, and I know 
Senators wish, the resolution to go to the other House for con­
currence. 

:Mr. BUTLER. The thing that I want t.o talk on is the resolu­
tion. I do not care to talk aft-er it has passed. I am willing to 
adjourn if it is a comfort to Senators and make my remarks to­
night or in the morning, but I have got something to say on the 
resolution. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I think it better that we spend the night in 
talking if we do not want to adjourn at all. 

Mr. ALLEN. I rise for the purpose of making a suggestion to 
the Senator fi·om Iowa. Would it not be better to let the resolu­
tion go over until to-morrow morning before voting on it? 

1\Ir. FAULKNER and others. Oh, no. 
Mr. ALLEN. I see nothing to be lost or gained particularly. 

although I can well understand that the President would have so 
many bills before him that he might not be able to approve them 
or prepare a veto if the hour is fixed. 

Mr. ALLISON. I think there will be no difficulty in securing 
the signature of the President to such bills as he may approve. I 
should be very glad to accommodate Senators, but I think it is 
very important, if we are to deal with this subject, that the Senate 
should pass upon it to-night, in order that the resolution may go 
to the other House. It was my purpose later on, as soon as this 
matter is disposed of, to ask the Senate to take a recess until half 
past 8 or, say, 9 o'clock. It will be necessary, in order that en­
rolled bills may be signed and other business between the two 
Houses transacted, that the Senate shall be in session to-night. 
It will probably be in session to a reasonably late hour to-night, 
so that all the real business of the Senate may be-transacted and 
sent to the President. 

Mr. BUTLER. I suggest to the Senator from Iowa, to keep 
from inconveniencing Senators, as it is now our dinner hour, that 
he let the resolution go over until to-night, and when the Senate 
reassembles at 9 o'clock I wish to make some brief observations 
upon it. 

l\Ir. ALLISON. I would prefer that the resolution should be 
passed and go to the other House before taking a recess. · 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, before the resolution to adjourn . 
Congress is passed, it is well enough to stop and see what has 
been done and where we are at and where the country is at. sen­
ators are paid a salary by the year. We are abont to leave here 
and proceed to draw four hundred and some odd dollars a month 
at home, while our constituents are unable to draw anything, 
which is quite a serious question to our constituents, and ought to 
be to us as their representatives. 

We have been here since last December, and we have done ab­
solutely nothing. I challenge any man in this Chamber or the 
other to point to a single bill which has become a law that will 
be of material benefit to the American citizens, or that will in the 
least relieve the real trouble lying at the root of finandal ills and 
the economic evils that are now like a cankering sore eating and 
undermining the body politic. There is not a single measure. Here 
we have stayed, and we have hedged and sparred, one side trying 
to place the responsibility on the other, a Democrat rising in his 
seat and pointing at the Republicans as being responsible for the 
condition of the Treasury, a Democrat pointing at and blaming 
the Republicans for bringing evil times upon us, and just as often 
a Republican has risen and tried to show that it has all been 
brought upon us by the Democratic party and the Democratic 
Administration. 

This sham battle has gone on, with Senators sparring for party 
advantage, while each hour has increased the evil conditions that 
have grown up for the last twenty years because of laws placed 
upon the statute books by the Republican party mainly, and in­
dorsed by the Democratic party-because when it had its chance 
it did not repeal them and therefore it indorsed them, and not only 
indorsed them but augmented them, for it commenced where the 
Republicans left off and leaves the laws and therefore conditions 
worse. 

A few days ago a most important measure passed this body, 
probably the most important measure that has been before Con­
gress this session, probably the most important measure that has 
passed either House-a bill to put a barrier between the hands of 
the gold combine and the Treasury of the country, a measure to 
stop the endless chain which was invented by the Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN], put into operation by him, and which has 
been kept well greased and running at high speed by the Demo­
cratic President ever since he got a chance to operate it to deplete 
the people's Treasury, to put the dollars thus robbed from us, I 
may say truly, into the coffers of aliens. 

That bill, I say, is more important than a free-coinage measure. 
Why? Because it strikes at the root of the evils that have brou~ht 
hard times and distress upon the country, with the evils which 
have resulted, low prices, mortgage, debt. It was the b)ndholder 
who demonetized silver, and it was simply one of his many schemes 
to enhance the value of his bonds and to pillage and plunder the 
American people. 

Mr. PEFFER. I wish to inquire whether it would suit the con­
venience of the Senator from North Carolina to conclude his re­
marks after dinner. We are all getting a little hungry. I know 
lam. 

Mr. BUTLER. It would suit me just as well. I should like to 
be reenforced by my dinner before I proceed; but still I am pre­
pared to go on. 

Mr. ALLISON. Of course, this debate we understand to be 
political in its character, and I trust that the resolution may pass. 
Certainly the Senator from North Carolina will have ample time 
to complete his observations this evening in the line on which he 
seems to be proceeding or on any other line that may be agreeable 
to him. 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, it is political, and that is why it is pertinent 
now. It will not be so pertinent after this session of Congress has 
gone out of existence-is dead-and therefore unable to give the 
people relief. I do not desire now to engage in preaching funerals. 
I am talking over a live question and not a dead one. I will not 
allow the resolution to pass and then make my speech on it after 
Congress has decided to adjourn. 

Mr. ALLISON. l did not suppose the Senator was engaged on 
a funeral address. 

Mr. BUTLER. If you adjourn this Congress and do nothing 
I will preach the funeral address next November. 

Mr. ALLISON. I ask the Senator if he is opposed to the reso-­
lution? 

Mr. ~UTLER. I want to have a chance to express my opinion 
about it before voting on it one way or the other. 

Mr. ALLISON. Then I will not interrupt the Senator. I hope 
he will be allowed to proceed. 

Mr. HILL. Permit me to make a suggestion. There are .quite 
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a number of Senators who would simply like to have the vote 
taken in order that they may make their arrangements in refer­
ence to other matters. If it could be understood this evening 
whether the resolution is or is not to pass, it would be a great 
personal accommodation to them. Otherwise there is nothing 
about it. 

The Senator may make his speech at any time. We shall be 
· glad to hear him upon this or any other question. The only point 

is that we should like to know before we go to our dinners this 
evening. We may want to telegraph people-! do, and I know 
others do-as to whether there is a likelihood that we will adjourn 
at 3 o'clock to-morrow. If the Senator can accommodate us we 
shall be very much obliged to him. That is all. If he can see his 
way consistently to do that he will oblige a number of us. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have been appealing here on a number of 
occasions to have the American people relieved from their incon­
veniences, and I want to show why the people have not been ac­
commodated. I want to show where the responsibility rests, and 
then see whether or not we are willing to accommodate ourselves 
without accommodating the people. 

Mr. PEFFER. I think the Senator from North Carolina has 
seen enough of the temper of the Senate to know that practically 
the unanimous sentiment here is in favor of an adjournment. 
The views which the Senator wishes to express I think we are 
all anxious to hear. I do not see why the Senator can not as well 
proceed after the resolution is disposed of as before, unless it is 
his puroose to oppose the resolution in the end. 

I am personally in favor of it. I think we have done nothing 
and we are not going to do anything, and the sooner we adjourn 
and get away from here the better it will be for us all. But if 
the Senator insists upon delivering his remarks before the vote is 
taken, very well. 

Mr. BUTLER. I saw there was rather a unanimous sentiment 
for adjournment or that the preponderance of sentiment was that 
way, but I had hoped to be able to convert some of the Senators by 
apnealing to their sense of duty to their constituents before they 
voted. Of course my vote, if I should vote against the resolution, 
would not count by itself. We would have to have a majority to 
make it count, possibly. But the fact that I shall have to under­
take to convert my friend the Senator from Kansas too, with the 
others whom we have been trying to convert all this session, of 
course embarrasses the situation very much. 

However, I was interrupted at averyinterestingpoint and now 
Senators are anxious to hear me to-morrow. 

Mr. CULLOM. To-night. 
Mr. BUTLER. To-night. It is very tantalizing for one to find 

himself in a position where Senators are naming a time when they 
are very anxious to hear him, because there are not many of us 
who can find a large number of our fellow-Senators who are kind 
enough to say that they are anxious to hear us at any time. That 
pleases my vanity a little, I admit. Although I was at a most 
interesting point in my remarks, I will not now resume. How­
ever, I have here a very i}Jlportant paragraph in a paper which I 
must have read. It shows why the very important bill which I was 
discussing has not passed the House, and that is very appropriate 
and pertinent now before we vote upon the resolution. I ask the 
Secretary to read the explanation as to why the other House has 
not acted upon the bond bill. 

The. PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read as indi­
cated, it there be no objection. 

The Secretary read from the Washington Post of June 10, as 
follows: 

CAPITOL CHAT. 

Tbe "ghost dance," as Senator BRICE calls the silver agi~tion, has frigh:t­
eued the Republican leaders of the House of Represen~atives_, and they did 
not consider it "expedient" to take a vote upon the bill, which passed the 
Senate last week, prohibiting the. further. issue of bonds .. The q':lestion of 
expediency was, however, deternnned entirely from one pomt of VIew-

Mr. BUTLER. Let Senators note that. The House was con­
trolled by one point of view. 

The SECRETARY-
and that is the effect a. division of the Republicans on this issue might have 
upon the St. Louis convention. 

Quite a number of Republicans from the Southern States and the North-
west informed Mr. DINGLEY that they dare not vote against the bill. 

Mr. BUTLER. That is important. 
The SECRETARY-
Quite a number more informed him that they would be compelled to vote 

for it if it were taken up for consideration. 

Mr. BUTLER. That is very important. 
The SECRETARY-
They explained that their constituents are decidedly of the opinion that 

the President should be deprived of the authority to issue bonds at his 
pleasure-

Yr. BUTLER. That is highly important. 
The SECRETARY-

and do not think the Government ought to borrow money to pay its r~g 
expenses when it has the means and the power of producmg a sufficient 
amount of revenue without increasing the interest-bearing debt. 

Mr. BUTLER. That is extremely important. 
'.{'he SECRETARY-
They think it would be wise to deprive the President of the power to bor­

row money without the cooperation of Congress, and believe that he might in 
that way be convinced of the advisability of increasing the revenues. 

Mr. BUTLER. Of course that is not correct, as every intelli­
gent man must know, and as it seems to me must be admitted by 
every fair-minded, honest man. As I have already shown, the 
amount of revenue has nothing to do with these bond issues. 
The Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] knows and the President 
knows that as long as they attempt to force upon the country the 
gold standard, that as long as they insist upon redeeming green­
backs in gold alone and in paying all our Government obligations 
in gold alone, just so long we will be forced to borrow the gold-be 
forced to issue bonds to buy gold. No matter how high the tariff 
or how much revenue is collected, we will still have to borrow 
gold under this infamous endless-chain gold-standard system. 
Why? Because the Government does not get gold when it collects 
its customs duties. Then what folly to insist on paying out gold, 
when we have no gold and can not collect taxes or duties in gold. 
Oh, the sham, the fraud, and the infamy of the whole thing! All 
this talk about more revenues being the remedy is the work of 
politicians in order that they may fool the people and get them to 
submit to further robbery. Let the Secretary read the balance of 
the article. 

The SECRETARY-
Other Republicans whose constituents are engaged in the "ghost. dance" 

did not wish to antagonize local sentiment, and from these two classes there 
would have been a considerable Republican vote in favor of the passage of 
the bill. The effect of such a division would stimulate the free-silver ele­
ment in the St. Louis convention, and, therefore, Mr. DINGLEY. after consul­
tation with the Speaker and other leaders on the Republican side, decided to 
allow the bill to remain on the Calendar. 

Mr. BUTLER. That is the climax. The Post has some very 
bright newspaper men, and they are, as a rule, as they go-I am a. 
newspaper man myself-responsible; but I will tell you that the 
newspaper reporter had better hide who put that article in the 
paper, because there is danger that the House will kidnap him­
kuklux him, as we call it in North Carolina-when he treats 
them that way. 

There is no doubt that the reporter gave the correct reason for 
their nonaction, but the point about it is the audacity of a news­
paper man having the courage to tell the truth. It is outrageous. 
If I were a member of the House I would not stand it. It is outr 
rageous to tell the truth on them in that way. It may be, however, 
that they will let him off easy on account of that reference to the 
Republican campaign slogan-more revenues-as the panacea of 
all our ills; that is, that the way to give the people relief is to tax 
them more. 

Here is an ~portant measure to protect the Treasury, to pre­
serve the credit of the country, to prevent our Treasury from be­
ing filched, to prevent debt from being piled up on us for future 
generations to pay, and the House will not pass upon it. Why? 
Because the St. Louis convention meets next week, and they are 
afraid that they will start and give a new impetus to the silver 
movement, which they have been trying to smother down. But, 
like Banquo's ghost, it will not down. They are afraid to do any­
thing. They will be d-d if they do, and they will be d-d if 
they don't. The people will place the responsibility upon them. 

Yes, they are afraid that a large number of the members of the 
House will have to vote for the bond measure. They can not 
now hold it down, because their constituents are writing to them. 
That is a humiliating confession. It is almost a shame upon the 
American Congress that such a confession should be made from 
one of the great legislative branches as its excuse for not acting 
upon one of the most important measures that has been before 
these bodies in ten years. Now, what I wanted to say is this: If 
the House does not dare to pa-ss that antibond bill now, then we 
should stay in session till after the Republican convention; then 
if the reasons given in the Post are correct, we might be able to 
get the bill passed through that House and save the people from 
another bond deal this summer. In my opinion we should not 
adjourn with matters standing in this shape. 

Learning that the Senators are very anxious to get their dinners, 
and are equally anxious to have me continue afterwards, I will 
try to be agreeable to them. I wish I could be agreeable and 
obliging to my constituents at the same time. 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to modify the amendment by fixing 
the hour of final adjournment at 4 o'clock to-morrow instead of 3. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objection, that modifi­
cation will be made. The question is on agreeing to the amend­
ment of the committee as modified. 

The amendment as modified was agreed to. 
The resolution as amended was agreed to. 
Mr. ALLISON. I move that the Senate take a recess until 

half past 9 or 9 o'clock. 
Mr. BUTLER. Half past 9 will be better. 
Mr. ALLISON. Would the Senator from North Carolina pre­

fer half past 9? 
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Mr. BUTLER. Yes. 
Mr. ALLISON. I fixed it at 9 o'clock to suit the Senator from 

North Carolina. I will modify my motion and make it half 
past 9. 

Mr. PEFFER. Before the motion for a recess is put to the 
Senate I desire to ask for a unanimous-consent agreement that 
there shall be no bills taken from the Calendar to-night for the pur­
pose of putting them upon their passage. 

:Mr. ALLISON. I hope that suggestion will be adopted by 
unanimous consent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kansas asks 
unanimous consent that at the evening session no bills shall be 
taken from the Calendar and put upon their passage. Is there 
objection to such an agreement? The Chair hears none, and it 
is so ordered. 

Mr. ALLISON. Now let us take a recess. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 

the motion of the Senator from Iowa [1\ir. ALLISON], that the Sen-
ate take a recess until half past 9 o'clock this evening. . 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 6 o'clock and 40 mmutes 
p. m.) the Senat-e took a recess until 9 o'clock and 30 minutes p.m. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The Senate reassembled at half past 9 o'clock p. m. 
SILAS P. KELLER. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BACON in the chair) laid be­
fore the Senate the amendment of the House of Representatives to 
the bill (S. 361) for the relief of ~ilas P. Kellel:', which was, in line 
6 to strike out the word "Indians" where 1t occurs the second 
time, and insert the words " Indian bands." 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the bill lie on the table for the present. 
Mr. PLATT. I move its reference to the Committee on Indian 

Affairs. 
Mr. COCKRELL. That is right. 
The motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE l!'ROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had agreed 
to the report of the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill (H. R. 5210) making appropriations to provide for the expenses 
of the government of the District of Columbia for the fiscal year 
ending June 30,1897, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the House had passed a bill 
(H. R. 2663) to amend the laws relating to navigation; in which 
it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

The message further announced that the House had agreed to 
the amendment of the Senate to the concurrent resolution of the 
House of Representatives providing for the adjournment of the 
present session of Congress. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon 
signed by the Vice-President: 

A bill (S.1853) for the relief of Edward Rice; and 
A bill (H. R. 9226) to change the time and places for holding the 

district and circuit courts of the northern district of Texas. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. CANNON introduced a bill (S. 3296) granting to the State 
of Utah the Industrial Christian Home in Salt Lake City; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pub­
lic Buildings and Grounds. 

PAY OF LETTER CARRIERS. 
Mr. HALE (at 10 o'clock and 45 minutes p. m.). I enter a 

motion to reconsider the vote by which the Senate passed the bill 
(S. 3058) to increase the pay of letter carriers. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I thought it was the understand­
ing that no business should be transacted this evening. 

Mr. HALE. The understanding was that no bill on the Cal­
endar should be called up for consideration. This bill was taken 
from the Calendar and put on its passage, and I enter a motion 
to reconsider the vote by which it was passed. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I move to lay the motion to 
reconsider on t.Pe table. 

Mr. HALE. I do not make the motion. I enter the motion. 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I should like to have the Secre­

tary read the unanimous-consent arrangement entered into before 
we adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BACON in the chair). The 
~ecretary will read the agreement. 

The Secretary read as follows: 
Mr. PEFFER. Before the motion for a recess is put to the Senate I desire­

to ask for a unanimous-consent agreement that there shall be no bills taken 
from the Calendar "to-night for the purpose of putting them upon theil" 

pa~gksoN. I hope that suggestion will be adopted by unanimous con· 
sent-. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BACON in the chair). The Senator from 
Kansas asks unanimous consent that at the evening session no bills shall be 
taken from the Calendar and put upon their passage. Is there objection t() 
such an agreement? The Cha1r hears none, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I desire to inquire whether the 
bill referred to by the Senator from Maine has gone to the House 
of Representatives? 

:M:r. HALE. That makes no difference. 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Let us know what the facts are. 
Mr. HARRIS. For the information of the Senate I should like 

to know what the bill is. 
Mr. HALE. It is a bill increasing the compensation of letter 

carriers. It adds about a million and a half dollars to the ex­
penses of the Government, and so much taxation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is advised that the 
bill has been sent to the House of Representatives. 

Mr. MITCHELL of 01·egon. Then the Senate has no jnrisdio­
tion. 

Mr. HALE. I enter a motion to reconsider. 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon.. I enter a motion to lay the motion 

to reconsider on the table. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion to reconsider is. 

entered. The motion to lay on the table will have to be made at 
the proper time. 

Mr. HARRIS. I suggest to the Senator from Maine that if he 
desires to reconsider the vote he should connect with his motion, 
as it seems to me, a request that the House of Representatives 
shall return the bill, as it has gone to the House. 

Mr. HALE. I have no doubt that, under the courtesy which 
exists between the Houses, if the motion is made within the neces­
sary time under the Senate rules the bill will be held up, because 
otherwise that would always have to be done in every case. 

Mr. HARRIS. Still, in the absence of the bill, can the Senator 
proceed with his motion--

Mr. HALE. Then let me suggest to the Senator, who is an old 
parliamentarian, that no motion to reconsider within the two days 
would ever amount to anything, because when a bill is passed 
it always goes to the other House. 

Mr. HARRIS. That is quite true; but in reply I suggest to the 
Senator that so far as my memory goes ba_ck, where a bill has been 
passed by the Senate and has gone to the c;>ther Honse, and a mo­
tion has been made to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed, there has been connected with such motion a request that 
the House should r·eturn the bill. -

Mr. HALE. The Senator knows it would be useless now to 
make any motion. I simply enter the motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will have read for 
the information of the Senate thesecondclauseof Rule XIII, upon 
that subject. 

The Secretary read as follows: 
When a bill, resolution, report, amendment, order, or message, upon which 

a vote has been t-aken, shall have gone out of the possession of the Senate, 
and been communicated to the House of Representatives, the motion tore­
consider shall be a{)companied by a motion to request the House to return 
the same; which last motion shall be acted upon Immediately, and without 
debate, and if determined in the negative, shall be a final disposition of the 
motion to reconsider. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I rise to a point of order. It is 
that the motion of the Senator from Maine to reconsider is not in 
order unless accompanied, as required by the rule, with the request 
that the House shall return the bill. Not being accompanied by 
that request, of course the motion is not in order. 

:Mr. HALE. I have only entered a motion to reconsider. I am 
entirely willing that it shall take its fate under the rule. 

I have no idea that the House of Representatives, after the mo­
tion to reconsider is entered, will take any action until the Sena:te 
has had an opportunity to consider the matter. I do not think, 

·and I suppose a great many Senators agree with me, that the pres­
ent is an Qpportune time for increasing the salaries of a favored 
class. The whole course of Congress this winter has been against 
increasing salaries. There has been a great importunity and a 
great pressure to increase the salaries of the letter carriers all over 
the country. I do not sympathize with that movement, and I 
enter this motion now, although I am entirely aware that onere­
sult of it will be that I may be denounced in many quarters as 
lacking in my duty. But I enter the motion and take the respon­
sibility of it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is of the opinion that 
when the motion is made it will have to be accompanied by the 
other motion under the rule. The Chair does not understand the 
Senator from Maine now to make the motion. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I understand by the ruling of the 
Chair that the motion can not now be entertained. 
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Mr. HALE. I do not make the motion. I simply enter the 
motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. But the Senator from Oregon 
misunderstood the Chair. The Chan· ruled that it did not under­
stand the Senator from Maine now to make the motion to recon­
sider, but that whenever a motion was made to reconsider under 
the rule the accompanying request for the return of the bill must 
also be made. But this is simply in the nature of a notice that 
such a motion will be made. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. It amounts to nothing. 
:Mr. HALE. That is not for the Chair to say. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is not for the Chair to 

determine. 
1\ir. MITCHELL of Oregon. It amounts to nothing, as I shall 

contend when this matter comes up at the next session. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Amessage from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the 
House had signed the following enrolled bills and joint resolution; 
and they were thereupon signed by the Vice-President: 

A bill (H. R. 7664) making appropriations for sundry civil ex­
penses of the Government for the fiscal year ending Jlln.e 30, 1897, 
and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 8321) to authorize the county of St. Louis, in the 
State of Minnesota, to build or authorize the building of a foot 
and wagon bridge across the St. Louis River, between 1\finnesota 
and Wisconsin, at a point near Fond du Lac, in said State of Min­
nesota; 

A bill (H. R. 4580) to amend section 3449 of the Revised Stat­
utes; 

A bill (H. R. 3990) granting a pension to Mrs. Eliza G. Pyne; 
A bill (H. R. 9447) to amend section 1 of an act to amend an act 

entitled "Ail act authorizing the Postmaster-General to adjust 
certain claims of postmasters for loss by burglary, fire, or other 
unavoidable casualty," approved May 9, 1888; and 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 201) extending the time of payments 
due from settlers and purcha-sers on all ceded Indian reservations. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move that the Senate adjourn, to meet at 11 
o'clock to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 11 o'clock p. m.) the Senate 
adjourned until to-morrow, Thursday, June 11,1896, at 11 o'clock 
a.m. 

NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate June 10, 1896. 

PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY, 

Cavalry arm. 
First Lieut. Franklin Oliver Johnson, Third Cavalry, to be cap­

tain, June 8, 1896, vice Bourke, Third Cavalry, deceased. 
Second Lieut. Alexander Wallace Perry, Ninth Cavalry, to be 

first lieutenant, June 8, 1896, vice Johnson, Third Cavalry, pro­
moted. 

Infantry arm. 
Second Lieut. Harry Raymond Lee, Eleventh Infantry, to be 

first lieutenant, June 8, 1896, vice Penn, Second Infantry, ap­
. pointed quartermaster. 

POSTMASTER. 

.A.xel S. Ellis, to be postmaster at Sioux Falls, in the county of 
Minnehaha and State of South Dakota, in the place of B. F. Camp­
bell, Alfred D. Tinsleynowholding the commission underarecess 
appointment. 

CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirrned b1.J the Senate June 10, 1896. 

PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 

First Lieut. Franklin Oliver Johnson, to be captain, Third Cav­
alry. 

Second Lieut. Alexander Wallace Perry, to be first lieutenant, 
Third Cavalry. 

Second Lieut. Harry Raymond Lee, to be first lieutenant, Second 
Infantry. 

POSTMASTERS. 

Axel S. Ellis, to be postmaster at Sioux Falls, S.Dak. 
William H. Chapman, to be postmaster at Farmersville, in the 

county of Collin and State of Texas. 
Chal'les C. Field, to be postmaster at Puyallup, in the county of 

Pierce and State of Washington. 
John L. Anable, to be postmaster at Mount Vernon, in the 

county of Skagit and State of Washington. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, June 10, 1896. 

[Continuation of legislative day of Saturday, June 6, 1896.] 
The recess having expil'ed, the Honse was called to order at 10 

o'clock a.m. by the Speaker. 
HOUSE BILLS LAID ON THE ' TABLE. 

The SPEAKER laid before the Honse the following House bills, 
which are ordered to lie on the table, Senate bills covering the 
same subjects having pasRed the House: 

A bill (H. R. 796) amending the act for the adjustment of rail­
road land grants; 

A bill (H. R. 7868) to bridge the Missomi River near Boon­
ville, Mo.; 

A bill (H. R. 8885) amending the act approving the funding act 
of Arizona; 

A bill (H. R. 6119) providing for a commission to investigate 
problems presented by labor, agriculture, and capital; 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 191) authorizing a scientific investi­
gation of the fur-seal fisheries; and 

A bill (H. R. 6403) amending the act for the protection of tho 
salmon fisheries in Alaska. 

REBINDING OF PRESIDENTS' MESSAGES. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the adoption of 
the resolution which I send to the Clerk's desk, which resolution 
I think is privileged. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Public Printer is h ereby authorized to rebind such of 

the original messages of the Presidents of the United States as may, in 
the judgment of the Clerk of the House, r equire rebinding, for preservation 
in the files of the House; and the Clerk of the House is hereby directed to 
deliver said original me.ssages to the Public Printer for the purpose herein 
authorized. 

The resolp.tion was agreed to. 
MATERIAL FOR MINOR COINS. 

Mr. CHARLES W. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to present 
from the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures the reso­
lution which I send to the Clerk's desk, with the recommendation 
that it do pass. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to communicate 

to the House at the commencement of the next session such information as 
he may have or may be able to obtain meantime as to the compn.rative mer­
its and advantages of pure nickel, nickel alloy, aluminium combined or alloyed 
with other metals, and of copper bronze as material for our minor coius; and 
for the J>urpose of making such information as full and complete as possi­
ble the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to have struck such experi­
mental minor coins of the metals above mentioned, pure and in combination 
with other metals, as he may deem necessary and proper, and is requested to 
communicate to the House the results and conclusions derived from such 
experimental coinage. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
REPORT ON JAPANESE COMPETITION. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to submit a privileged 
resolution for printing some additional copies of a report. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Honse 10,000 copies of tho 

report of the Committee on Ways and Means on Japanese competition . 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I should like to ask the gentleman from 
Maine if this was a unanimous report? 

Mr. DINGLEY. There is no minority report presented. The 
understanding was that if one was presented it would be printed 
with the majority report. 

1\Ir. RICHARDSON. There have been no views of the minority 
submitted? 

Mr. DINGLEY. There have been no views of the minority 
presented, but if they should be there would be leave for printing 
them in connection with the report. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
UNITED ST,.A.TES COURT AT HARTFORD, CONN, 

Mr. HENRY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend 
the rules and pass the bill (S. 2850) changing the time for holding 
circuit courts of the United States in the district of Connecticut. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That a term of the United States circuit court in the dis­

trict of Connecticut shall be held at Hartford,' in said district, on the second 

:;t(j~~be~~ ~~o~~i ~~r~ \ti.aa~~~s~~;agfle~~~~b~~~l~~~~i~eTt!~~~ 
said circuit court now by law provided to be held annually on the third Tues­
day in September shall be discontinued. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I shoul-d like to have some 
explanation from the gentleman about this. 

Mr. HENRY of Connecticut. I will say that this bill is an 
exact copy of a bill which has been considered by the Judiciary I 

I 
I 
( 
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Committee of the HoUBe and favorably reported. The passage of 
the bill is asked for by the bar of the State, and also by the judge 
of the United States district court. Nobody objects to it. It is 
merely for the convenience of the bar of the State. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on suspending the rules and 
passing the bill. , 

Accordingly, two-thirds having voted in favor thereof, the 
rules were suspended and the bill passed. 

.AMERICAN REGISTER FOR STEAMER MENEMSHA. 

Mr. LOW. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend therulesandpassthe 
bill (S. 2978) to provide an American register for the steamer 
Menemsha. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Commissioner of Navigation is hereby author 

ized and directed to cause the forei~-built steamer Mene'lltsha, owned by 
Charles W. Hogan, a citizen of the Umted States, to be registered as a vessel 
of the United States. 

SEc. 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and di• 
rected to cause the inspection of said vessel, steam boilers, steam pipes, and 
their appurtenances, and cause to be granted the usual certificate issued to 
steam vessels of the merchant marine without reference to the fact that said 

.steam boilers, steam pipes, and appurtenances were not constructed flur-
suant to the laws of the United States, and were not constructed of rron 
stamped pursuant to said laws; and the tests in the inspection of said boil­
ers, steam ptpes, aud appurtenances shall be the same tn all respects as to 
strength and safety as are required in the inspection of boilers constructed 
in the United States for marine purposes. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I should like to have the report read, or some 
explanation. 

The report (by Mr. McCoRMICK) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries, to whom was re­

ferred the bill (S.2978) granting an American register for steamer Menemsha, 
have examined the bil1 and accompanying papers, and report the same back 
to the House and recommend its passage. 

An identically similar bill was favorably reported from this committee 
May 8 laRt, and that bill (H. R. 8557) is now upon the &use Calendar. 

The followin~ are the facts in the case as taken from the committee's report 
on. the House bill: 

"The Menemsha is an iron steamer, built at Newcastle, England, in 1885. 
Her length is 310 feet 6 inches; beam, 38 feet 8 inches; depth of hold, 27 feet; 
tonnage, 1,724 net and 2,743 gross. She was classed in Lloyds prior to her 
wreck as 100 Al, and, by the repairs put upon her by theN ewport News Ship­
building and Dry Dock Company, she is now in first-class condition. 

"The owner of the Menemsha, Mr. Charles W. Hogan, is a citizen of the 
United States, and purchased the vessel from the Mendota Steamshi:{> Com­
pany, of England, for $-13,000, which price included the bill for reJ>alrs put 
upon said vessel, which were :made by the Newport News Shipbuilding and 
Dry- Dock Company, amounting to $35,558.25, which Mr. Hogan assumed and 
paid. Smaller bills, amounting to $000, were also paid by him. 

"The Menemsha encountered fearful weather during the month of Feb­
ruary when coming west. One of her ballast tanks collapsed, and for anum­
ber of days the condition of those upon the vessel was extremely critical. 
The principal trouble and disaster occurred in mid ocean cltU'ing the voyage 
from Leith, Scotland. to Newport News, Va., where she arrived in an unsea­
worthy condition. Her present value is shown to be $!6,000, and the repairs 
put upon her by the Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company 
have amounted to $35.558.25, being in excess of the three-fourths of her value, 
as required by law." . 

In view of these facts your committee report the bill favorably and recom­
mend that it pass. 

1\'Ir. DINGLEY. As I understand from the report, the only 
reason for the passage of this bill is that the wreck occurred out­
side of the jurisdiction of the United Stat-es-beyond the three­
mile limit? 

Mr. LOW. Yes. 
Two-thirds voting in favor thereof, the rules were suspended 

and the bill passed. 

CONTESTED ELECTION CASE-HOPKINS VS. KENDALL. 

1\!r. MOODY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up the contested 
election case of Hopkins vs. Kendall, of the Tenth Congressional 
district of Kentucky, and ask for the passage of a resolution which 
has been unanimously reported by the Committee on Elections 
No.1. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That the parties in the contested election case of N. T. Hopkins 

vs. J. M. Kendall be permitted to take additiona,l testimony touching the elec­
tion in Clark County up to the 1st day of August, 1896, accordin.,. to the rules 
for taking testi:cJ.ony in contested election cases prescribed in tile statutes of 
the United States. Said testimony to be confined to the issues made by the 
notices of contest and the answer thereto. 

Mr. BAILEY. I would like to have some explanation of this. 
I make the inquiry if this is from the Committee on Elections 
No.1? . 

Mr. MOODY. It is from the Committee on Elections No. 1. 
This resolution was considered by all the members of the com­
mittee present. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BARTLETT] 
was present when it was adopted in the committee, and it meets 
his approval. 

Mr. BAILEY. I have no further questions. 
Mr. MOODY. I move the adoption of the resolution. 
The resolution was ag:""eed to. 

FOREST FIRES ON THE PUBLIC DOMAIN. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill H. R. 9123. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H. R. 9123) to prevent forest fires on the public domain. 

Be it enacted, etc., That any person who shall willfully or maliciously set on 
fire~ or ·cause to be set on fire, any timbE>r, underbrush, or grass upon the pub­
lic aomain, or shall carelessly or negligently leave or suffer fire to burn unat­
tended near any timber or other inflammable material, shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof in any district court of the 
United States having jurisdiction of the same, shall be fined ina sum not :more 
than $5,000 or be impriSoned for a term of not more than two years, or both. 

SEc. 2. That any person who shall build a campfire, or other fire, in or near 
any forest, timber, or other inflammable material upon the public domain, 
shall, before breaking camp or leaving: said fire, totally extinguish the same. 
Any person failing to do so shall be aeemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, 
upon conviction thereof in any district court of the United States having 
jurisdiction of the same, shall be fined in a sum not more than $1,000 or be 
imprisoned for a term of not more than one year, or bofh. 

SEC. 3. That in all cases arising under this act the fines collected shall be 
paid into the public-school fund of the county in which the lands where the 
offense was committed are situate. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on suspending the rules and 
passing the bill. 

1\ll·. BAILEY. I should like to ask the gentleman from what 
committee this proposition comes? 

n1.r. SHAFROTH. I will state to the gentleman that this comes 
from the Committee on Public Lands; and I will make a little 
statement concerning the necessity of this legislation. At the 
present time tJ?.ere is no law on the statute books punishing per­
sons for setting fire to forests. Great destruction to the timber 
on the public domain is caused by forest fires. There has been 
considerable legislation on cutting timber; but the amount of 
timber that is cut compared with the destruction by fire is almost 
infinitesimal. The cutting is simply done near lines of railroads, 
which upon the map would be indicated simply by a line; but a 
forest fire will begin and it will sometimes in three days cover 100 
square miles, thus destroying a growth of years. 

Now, the necessity for legislation like this is apparent to every­
one. We in the West for years have seen the necessity of pre­
serving the timber on the public domain. We are interested in 
preserving the shade, so that the snows on the mountains will not 
melt until the summer, and when they do melt will furnish a 
copious supply of water for irrigation purposes in the plains be­
low. There is nothing in the United States statutes that prohibits ' 
persons from setting fire to forests, and this bill has been con­
sidered by the Committee on Public Lands, which has reported it 
unanimously. It has been referred to the Secretary of the In­
terior, and he has ·recommended its enactment; and so, it seeiDB 
to me, there should be no opposition whatever to the measure. 

Mr. BAILEY. If the gentleman will permit me, I believe this 
is a bill that ought to have come from the Committee on the Ju­
diciary, inasmuch as it creates and punishes a crime. I cordially 
assent to the proposition that a man who willfully and maliciously 
sets fire to the public domain ought to be severely punished; but 
it appears to me that the punishment is out of all proportion 
to the offense, in that it sends a man to the penitentiary for two 
years because he negligently or carelessly happens to set fire to the 
public domain. Though it may not burn a square mile nor a square 
foot, under this bill he could be put in the penitentiary and made 
infamous during the balance of his life. I think the bill ought to 
be limited to men who" willfully and maliciously" or who ''will­
fully or maliciously" commit the offense, but to punish a man by 
two years in the penitentiary for carelessly setting fire to the pub­
lic domain is altogether out of proportion to the offense. 

Ml.·. SHAFROTH. I think if you will examine the first section 
of the bill you will find that it is: "That any person who shall 
willfully or maliciously set on fire." The words '' willfully or ma­
liciously" are used. 

Mr. BAILEY. I may have misunderstood it, but I think it 
covered the case of carelessness or negligence. 

nfr. SHAFROTH. That feature is covered in the second sec­
tion. I want to explain the necessities for that. Nine-tenths of 
the forest fires occur on account of campers who go out and camp 
near some stream and leave a fire burning. They do not totally 
extinguish it. A wind comes up and blows the fire into the ad­
joining forest, and then you have a conflagration, and it is almost 
impossible to extinguish it. The fu·es have to burn until they 
come to barren land or a stream of some kind which the fire can 
not leap; this bill is to meet the case of those people who will 
start camp fires and will not extinguish them. There is no mini­
mum punishment prescribed, so that the court can take into con­
sideration all the circumstances. It says not more than 81,000; 
so that the cotlrt may inflict a punishment of only $1. We thought 
it best to leave it entirely in the discretion of the court, which 
would ta.ke into consideration all the circumstances. 

M1·. BAILEY. That is the second section. I thought I was not 
mistaken in what the first section contained. I find that it reads: 

That any person who shall willfully or maliciously set on fire or cause to be 
set on fire any timber, underbrush, or grass upon th/3 public domain or shall 
carelessly or negligently leave or suffer fires to burn unattended near any 
timber or other inftam:mable material, etc. 

This is a matter in which my constituents can not possibly be 
in~erested, for we have not and never had an acre of public land in 

-···'- · ·:..~ 
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our State. I simply suggest that you are defining a crime and 
punishing it out of proportion to the offense, which, I think, is al­
ways bad legislation. I make no objection if the House desires to 
pass it. . 

Mr. SHAFROTH. In answer to the suggestion of the gentle­
man, I simply desire to say that there is no minimum fine or im­
prisonment imposed by this bill, but it leaves the punishment to 
the judge, who can fine the party found guilty a dollar if he 
chooses. 

Mr. LITTLE. What is to hinder the States or Territories in 
which these lands lie from enacting laws for the punishment of 
this offense? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. They have passed laws concerning the sub­
ject-matter. It is difficult to enforce the State laws. It is fear 

' of Federal jurisdiction that will make the offenders observe the 
law. 

Mr. LITTLE. If the pP-ople of the Territories or States who are 
to be protected by this will not respect the laws of their own 
States, it will not justify Congress, I think, in placing the matter 
under the jurisdiction of the Federal courts. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. In answer to that suggestion, I wish to say 
just this: We have had some legislation of this kind on our State 
statute, of course; but persons living in the immediate vicinity 
of this timber are not so much interested in its preservation as 
those who live on the plains below who want the water during 
the summer months. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. What States will this proposed legislation 
cover? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. All the States. 
Mr. LITTL.E. Every one of them. 
Ms. DOOLITTLE. A great deal of timber ha~ been destroyed 

in my State through the carelessness of campers and sheep herd­
ers-most valuable timber-worth hundreds, thousands, and even 
millions of dollars. I think legislation of this character is very 
urgently required in the West to preserve the timber against the 
criminal carelessness of the persons who go there. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. The people against whom we seek to pro­
tect this timber a1e not so much those residing permanently in 
those portions of the country as the hunters who go there tran­
siently and do not care anything about the permanent welfare of 
the State. The class of persons whom we desire to reach do not 
yield so readily to State law as they would to the authority of the 
United States Government. 

Mr. BAILEY. The gentleman makes a very serious accusation 
against his own people when he says that they do not respect the 
laws which their own representatives make. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. It is not an accusation against my own peo­
ple; it is an accusation against offenders of the law, and often 
they are not residents of the State. At any rate, we know that a 
law on this subject emanating from Federal authority would be 
better observed than a State enactment, on account of the greater 
certainty of prosecution. 

Mr. LITTLE. In my State portions of the public domain are 
scattered here and there over the State; and under this proposed 
legislation a citizen who might happen to touch off fire on one of 
those tracts would be subject to prosecution in the Federal courts, 
and in order to be tried might be carried 80 or 100 miles away. 
Now, I think that if the citizens of the States sought to be pro­
tected by this bill will not enforce their own State laws, then the 
jurors who would be furnished to the Federal courts in those 
States from the same citizenship can not be intrusted to enforce 
a law of this kind. 

The fact is, I do not think Congress is justified in exercising 
jurisdiction through the Federal courts in matters where the 
State courts already have ample authority and power u:nder State 
laws framed for the purpose of dealing with this question. I can 
not see why a citizen should be in greater terror of going to the 
penitentiary under a conviction in a Federal court than of going 
to the penitentiary through a conviction in a State court. If the 
evil of which gentlemen complain is so serious, then the States 
that suffer in this way ought not only to pass laws, but to enforce 
them. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. It is more difficult to detect these men 
through the officials of the State than it would be through the 
power of the Federal Government. 

Mr. LITTLE. It strikes me that the State organization, with 
its power to detect and punish offenses against the law through 
the instrumentality of constables, sheriffs, etc., of the respective 
counties, must be better equipped for the discovery and prosecu­
tion of these offenses than Federal officers scattered here and there. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. With all due deference to the g entleman, I 
think he is mistaken. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. In reply to the suggestions which have been 
made against this bill, I wish to say that the timber which the bill 
seeks to protect is on the public domain, and it seems to me absurd 
to say that the Unit-ed States Government can not or should not 
pass laws to protect the timber upon its own domain. 

Mr. LITTLE. My views on this question impel me to object to 
the passage of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion of the gentl~ 
man from Colorado [Mr. SHAFROTH], to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill. 

The question having been put, 
The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, the ayes have it. 
Mr. LITTLE. I call for a division. 
The question being again taken, there were-ayes 93, noes 3. 
Mr. LITTLE. No quorum. 
Mr. SHA.FROTH. I withdraw the bill. 
The SPEAKER. The bill is withdrawn; and the gentleman 

from Wyoming [Mr. MeNDELL] is recognized. 
Mr. LITTLE. I withdraw the point of no quorum. 
The SPEAKER. As the Chair understands, the point of no 

quorum is withdrawn. 
:Mr. ~HAFRO~H .. The bill has bee~ withdrawn. The gentle­

man Wlthdrew hiS pomt after.! had w1thdrawn the bill. 

WORK ON UNION PACIFIC R.A.ll...ROA.D LAND PATENTS. 

Mr. MONDELL moved to suspend the rules and adopt the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution: · 

Resolved by the House. of Rep1·esentatives (t~ Senate ~ncun'ing), That the 
Secretary of the InteriOr be, and he hereby IS, authonzed and directed to 
resume .work upon and to issue pat~nts to the Union Pacific Railway Com­
pany Wlthout delay to aJl lands which have been sold by said company to 
bona fide purchasers: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con­
strue_d as waiving any right. that the United States may have to declare a 
f<?rfe1ture as to the lands which have not been so sold by said company: Pro­
mded, That the words "bona fide purchasers " herein contained shall not be 
held to include the holders of lands secured by mortgage on such land grant. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I shouldliketohave this resolution explained 
briefly. 

Mr. MONDELL. The lands referred to in this resolution are 
lands along ~h~ linePof the Union Pacific Railway and within its 
land-grant hm1t. About a year ago the Secretary of the Interior 
issued orders to the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 
cease patenting lands to the Union Pacific Railway Company and 
other land-grant roads pending legislation by Congress in regard 
to those roads and their land grants. It is evident that this Con­
gress will take no a.ction in regard to those roads or their land 
grants. In the States of Colorado, Wyoming, Nebraska, and Utah 
there are some two and a half millions of acres which have been 
sold by the Union Pacific Railway Company to actual settlers. 
In a great many cases those lands were entirely paid for several 
years ago, and in other cases they are under contract and partly 
paid for. They are absolutely in the hands of actual settlers and 
are for the most part the only real estate owned by them. It is a 
great hardship to those settlers that they are unable to obtain 
patents for their lands. The resolution provides that it shall not 
affect the title of the Government in any Union Pacific Railway 
Company lands that have not been sold to bona fide purchasers. 
Citizens of the States interested are very anxious to have the De­
partment resume the patenting of the lands that have been actually 
sold to bona fide settlers. 
M~. PARKER. I would like to ask the gentleman whether this 

proposed legislation will make good the title to lands sold by the 
railway company after the United States declared that the grant 
should be forfeited? 

Mr. MONDELL. I will say to the gentleman that the United 
States has never declared these lands forfeited. There is no ques­
tion between the United States and the Union Pacific Company as 
to the forfeiture of their lands. That question never has been 
ra~ed. The compan~ ha.s fulfilled the t_erms of its agreement 
w1th the Government m full. There has srmply been an arbitrary 
ruling of the Secretary that, temporarily, patents for these lands 
shall not issue. 

Mr. PARKER. Is not some reason given for that ruling? 
Mr. MONDELL. In reply to the question of the gentleman from 

New Jersey, I will read an extract from the annual report of the 
Secretary of the Interior: 

I have recently deemed it advisable to direct the Commissioner of the Gen­
eral Land Office to allow his force to give their time to selections of lands 
made by roads other than bond-aided roads. I have not undertaken to pass 
finally upon the ri~htsof the bond-aided roads, but! have considered, in view 
of the fact that this whole subject must come before Congress, that it is ad­
visable to leave the lands as they are for the present. 

. Now, this resolution ~imply :provides that the Secretary shall 
1ssue patents to the Umon Pacific Company for all lands which 
have been sold by said company to bona fide purchasers: "Pro­
vided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to affect 
any right that the United States may have to declare a forfeiture 
as to lands that have not been sold." Thus it absolutely protects 
the Government, and what we ask is simply that these settlers 
who have bought their lands in good faith shall receive title to 
them. 

Mr. McEWAN. I desire to ask the gentleman what is meant 
by the words "resume work" in this resolution. Does it mean 
the expenditure of money upon these lands? 

.. 
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Mr. MOND.ELL. No, sir. The Secretary instructed the Com­

missioner of the General Land Office last year to cease work in his 
department upon the lists of these lands furnished by the roads 
to be patented. 

Mr. McEWAN. But what is that "work"? 
Mr. MONDELL. It is simply labor in the department. The 

Secretary directed the Commissioner to suspend work upon the 
issuing of patents for these lands, and this resolution proposes to 
direct him to resume that work. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. I desire to ask the gentleman whether 
this bill has been reported by the Committee on Pacific Railroads? 

Mr. MONDELL. It has been reported unanimously by the 
Committee on Public Lands of this House. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. But has it been reported by the Commit­
tee on Pacific Railroads? Was it referred to that committee? 

Mr. MONDELL. No, sir; it went to the Committee on Public 
Lands in both Houses. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. I remember the bill now, and I want an 
opportunity to make a little explanation in rega1·d to it, but I will 
not interrupt the gentleman at this time. 

Mr. MONDELL. I yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. BELL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this bill, or one exactly like 

it, was referred to the Committee on Pacific Railroads. The gen­
tlemen who repre~ented the railroad companies appeared before 
the committee and made arguments, and the position taken by 
them was this: They contended that a mortgage made in good 
faith would have exactly tha same effect as a sale, and if we 
should pass this bill or the bill similar to it which was pend­
ing before that committee, the effect would be to at once not only 
authorize but require the Secretary of the Interior to issue pat­
ents for all the lands covered by mortgage as well as for those 
which have been actually sold. There may have been some dispo­
sition made of the bill at a time when I was not present in the 
committee, but I know there was a very general opposition to the 
passage of such a bill, and I am sure that a matter of this great 
importance ought not t.o be disposed of at this time, especially in 
the absence of the chairman of that committee. The bill has a 
much more far-reaching effect than seems to be anticipated by the 
gentleman in charge of it, unless the attorneys who appeared 
before the committee were entirely mistaken in their contention, 
and I do not think the subject ought to be disposed of summarily 

· at this time. 
Mr. MONDELL. Mr. Speaker, in reply to the gentleman from 

Texas it seems to me that he does not understand the scope of the 
resolution or else he must have in mind some very different char­
acter of legislation than that proposed here. This is simply a 
concurrent resolution, not even a joint resolution, and can not in 
any manner change existing law or affect in any way the existing 
law relating to the Union Pacific Railway land grants. It is 
simply a resolution providing that men who have gone into these 
States and in good faith invested their all in real estate for the 
purpose of securing homes shall have their lands patented to them 
as they have been patented heretofore. 

I wish to call the attention of the gentleman to the fact that up 
to one year ago there was no delay whatever in the issue of the 
patents to these people; but the Secretary of the Interior, pending 
possible legislation (understand that the question never was raised 
a.'3 to the right of the company to any of the lands)-but pending 
possible legislation by CongTess the Secretary felt that it might 
be better to use the force in the Department in other lines rather 
than in patenting these lands in view of possible acti-on by Con­
gre~s. That is the only reason for their suspension. This resolu­
tion simply directs the Secretary of the Interior to issue to these 
settlers-in other words, it is an expression of Congress on the sub­
ject. 

1\Ir. BELL of Texas. Does it not say "purchasers"? 
Mr. MONDELL. Yes; to issue to the bona fide purchasers the 

patents to which they are clearly entitled. 
Mr. BELL of Texas. Now, the point is that a lawyer of emi­

nence nominated by the President of the United States or one of 
the justices of the Supreme Court of the United States was asked 
recently the specific question before the committee when this 
matter was under consideration as to what effect the passage of 
such a law would have. He replied that it would not only affect 
the issuance of patents, and thus affect claims to titles, but would 
also require the issuance to the bona fide and good-faith mort­
gagee of patents to them. That was the position taken by Mr. 
Justice Peckham, who I understand to be very eminent as a 
lawyer, and while of course he may be mistaken, we certainly 
ought not to commit ourselves to a policy that may have that 
effect, when it is clearly not intended by the gentleman in charge 
of the measure. 

Mr. MONDELL. If the gentleman will look at the list set forth 
in this report by Senator ALLEN, a list which is printed to ac­
company the report-and remember that this bill passed the 
Senate unanimously-he will find that it refers to certain lists 

containing some two and one-half million acres of land which are 
affected by the present conditions. It is true that the Union Pa­
cific land grant-the entire grant-is covered by bonds; but in no 
possible way can a concurrent resolution affect any law in refer­
ence to the Union Pacific land grants, especially when it provides 
specifically that it shall be confined exclusively to the issuance of 
patents with reference to lands held by absolute and bona fig_e 
purchasers. 

:Mr. BELL of Texas. Not settlers, but purchasers, as I under­
stand the resolution. 

Mr. MONDELL (continuing). And the Government abso­
lutely retains the right of forfeiture. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. But it is well known to all lawyers who 
are familiar with such subjects that when a patent is issued by 
the Government it puts an end to the contention. 

Mr. MONDELL. But it is true that patents are being annulled 
every day by the Department . . 

Mr. BELL of Texas. I understand that; but only in cases of 
fraud, or something of that kind. 

Mr. MONDELL. And this resolution simply directs the Secre­
tary to do what has been done heretofore by all the Secretaries. 
There has never .been a question heretofore up to one year ago 
that these men were not entitled to their patents. Up to that -
time they were receiving the patents as fast as they complied with 
the conditions required by the road and the railroad company ap­
plied for patents. 

Now, I am certain that the gentleman from Texas does not ask 
me to go back home, and other gentlemen who represent the States 
interested in this matter-some twenty-two or twenty-three thou­
sand farmers being involved-and say to them that the House 
absolutely refuses to allow the Secretary of the Interior to issue 
patents to the railway company for their lands. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. No, but I would like him to say this to 
thesepeople, that we do not think it safe, just on the close of theses­
sian, when there is not a quorum present, to pass a law or a joint 
resolution, which is practically the same thing, which will have 
the effect, in the judgment of some of the best lawyers of the 
country, to not only settle these questions so far as they are con­
cerned, but also so far as the mortgagees or holders of mortgages 
are concerned. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. The gentleman from Texas labors under a. 
misapprehension. He assumes that this is a joint resolution. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. I so understood the gentleman in charge 
of it. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. This is not a. joint resolution but a concur­
rent resolution; and such a resolution can not change existing 
law. In one instance-in the case of a joint resolution-it requires 
the signature of the President, and then it has the effect of a law; 
but a concurrent resolution has no such effect. It is simply di­
rectory to the Secretary of the Interior. 

And I wish to say now that I am a member of the committee, 
and made the report in this instance, and. that the resolution in­
troduced, which came before the committee and members of the 
Public Lands Committee (which passed the Senate unanimously), 
does not contemplate any such action as the gentleman from 
Texas seems to apprehend. 

The Committee on Public Lands believe that the Secretar.f of 
the Interior should be directed to resume the issue of patents to 
these lands, and the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. McRAE], who 
was chairman of the Committee on Public Lands in the last Con­
gress, drew this resolution himself. He did not like the wording 
of the resolution that was brought to the Committee on Public 
Lands, but drew this resolution in his own handwriting, and modi­
fied it in the manner that he wanted to. It unanimously passed the 
Committee on Public Lands. It does not change existing law. It 
could not change existing law, because it is simply advisory to 
the Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. MONDELL. 1\Ir. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from 
MontafrA~r. HARTMAN]. 

Mr. TMAN. Mr. Speaker, in reply to the suggestion of 
the gentleman from Texas [Mr. BELL] and to obviate his objec­
tion, I will ask leave to propose the following amendment, which 
I think will do away with his objection entirely, if it does exist 
in fact: 

Provided, That the words "bona fide purchasers" herein contained shall 
not be held to include the holders of bonds secured by mortgage on such land 
grant. 

That obviates the gentleman's objection. 
:Mr. MONDELL. I accept that amendment. 
Mr. BELL of Texas. I think that probably obviates some of 

my objections; but I still make the point that this bill ought to 
have been referred to the Committee on Pacific Railroads. The 
chairman of that committee is not here, and I see only two mem­
bers of that committee present besides myself. I do not think 
that a bill of this kind and of this importance should be passed in 
the closing hours of this session, when there is no quorum present, 

-. ......-
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'when there is nobody present to whom it was referred who can 
explain particularly the effect of it. Therefore I object to it, 

· regardless. of any amendment that may be offered. 
Mr. MONDELL. I yield to the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 

FARlS]. 
Mr. BELL of Texas. I should like to hear what the gentleman 

from Indiana [1\Ir. FARIS] has to say about this. 
•Mr. FARIS. Mr. Speaker, I think my colleague on the Pacific 

Railroads Committee (Mr. BELL of Texas] is laboring under some 
misapprehension relative to this matter. I believe I attended all 
the meetings of the Pacific Railroads Committee. I do not believe 
that this resolution or any similar bill or resolution was ever be­
fore that committee. This, however, did occur: In the early days 
of this session the receivers of the Union Pa-cific came before our 
committee and presented this difficulty that the management of 
the railroad was and is under, expressing the hope that the com­
mittee would take the matter in hand and that some legislation 
would be had on the subject, th~y representing to our committee 
that the Secretary of the Interior had arbitrarily, of his own mo­
tion, entirely suspended the issuance of these pate-nts. For the 
information of the committee the Secretary of the Interior appeared 
before us and made a long statement on the subject, and, as I 
remember, he assumed the entire responsibility for the present 
status. in the matter of the issuance of patents, justifying himself 
because of the default on the part of the company and the expected 
continued default on the part of the company as to its obligations 
to the Government. He stated that be thought that the ~tatus 
quo should be maintained as to the matte:r when be stopped issu­
ing these patents. Now, I do not remembe1· that we have- had any 
bill on the subject before the committee. I think, indeed, we 
never h~ and I agree with my colleague, the gentleman from 
Texas ["Mr. BELL], that this matter ought to have been referred 
to the Committee on Pacific Railroads. MrL Speaker, as I undeT­
stand it, there is no purpose or object in this resolution except to 
protect the bona fide purchasers of lands along the line of the 
Union Pacific road, and understanding th~ situation as I do from 
the hearings before our committee, I think this resolution ought 
to pass. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. Do you not remember that Judge P eck­
ham appeared before our committee and made a speech in behalf 
of the mortgage bondholders, asking for this very legislation, and 
stating that the effect of it would be to require the issuance of 
patents not only where the land had been sold and the settler had 
gone upon it but also w)lerever it had been mortgaged in good 
faith? 

Mr. FARIS. I will say in answer to my colleague that I do not 
remember--

1\fr. BELL of Texas. You remember Judge Peckham being 
before the committee? 

:Mr. FARIS. Judge Peckham and Mr. Ellery Anderson were 
before our committee on the same day, one following the other, 
and they made a statement or al'gument, with a great deal of 
elaboration. upon this and kindred subjects. I have no recollec­
tion that Jndge Peckham stood in antagonism to Mr. Anderson 
O+l this proposition. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. No; on the contrary, representing the 
holders of the mortgages , he of course favored it and wanted the 
legislation. 

Mr. TAWNEY. Will not the amendment proposed by the gen­
tleman from Montana [Mr. HARTMAN] obviate yoU.r objection? 

Mr. BELL of Texas. It certainly will to a certain extent. It 
does modify it very much. 

Mr. FARIS . . :My recollection is very clea:r that Mr. Anderson. 
one of the receiveTs for this road, insisted to the committee that 
some such relief as this ought to be accorded to these people buy­
ing these lands, and, if my colleague will permit me, I will say 
that I have no recollection that Judge Peckham or anybody else 
ever referred to that subject or made any argument before the 
committee subsequent to that day. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. No~ not subsequent to that day, but right 
on that day. 

:Mr. BRODERICK. You understood that there were a great 
manv land& in several States that purchasers had been in posses­
sion vof for a number of years, for which they had no patents? 

Mr. FARIS. Yes. 
Mr. BRODERICK. And they wanted their patents? 
Mr. FARIS. Yes; had paid the money in good faith; that many 

of them were living on the lands and all of them were affected by 
what was conceded and not disputed by the Secretary of the Inte­
rior to be his own arbitrary act in the premises. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I understand, also, that the bill went to 
the Committee on Public Lands of the Senate? 

Mr. FARIS. I heard that this morning, but did not know it 
before. 

Mr. BRODERICK. That committee is a safe. committee, com­
posed of good lawyers. 

Mr. FARIS. Imakenopointon that. Ionlyrefertothefailure 

to p1·esent this matter to onr committee, because such distin­
guished men had appeared before us and given us informat.ion, 
including the Secretary of the Interior. I think the resolution 
ought to pass. 

:Mr. BRODERICK. I think so, too. 
The SPEAKER. 'rhe question is on suspending the rules and 

passing the concurrent resolution. 
Seve:rall\!EMBERS. There is an amendment. 
The SPEAKER. Under the rules, on a motion to suspend the 

rules there can be no amendment. 
MJ.·. HAR'l'MAN. Can·not it be done by unanimous consent? 
The SPEAKER. Yes. If thexe be no objection, the amend-

ment will be considered as agreed to. 
There was no objection. 
The question was put. 
The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, two-thirds having 

voted in favor thereof, the rules are suspended and the concurrent 
resolution is agreed to. 

JONATHAN SCOTT. 
~fr. KIRKPATRICK. :Mr. Speaker, I desire to present a priv­

ileged report. The Committee on Invalid Pensions~ to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 4526) granting a pension to Jonathan 
Scott, together with the message of the President of the United 
States, bearing date May 30, 1896, vetoing the same, directs me to 
report the bill back with the recommendation that the bill pass, 
the veto of the President to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Mr. DINGLEY. One moment. I desire to call the gentleman's 
attention to the fact that undeT the Constitution the yeas and nays 
will have to be taken on the passage of that bill over the veto; and 
in view of the circumstances that exist it is hardly wise that they 
should be called. 

Mr. KIRKPATRICK. I realize that; but it seems to me that 
a quorum is present h ere this morning. [Cries of "Oh, not"] 

:Mr. DINGLEY. I think yon had better withdraw the bill for 
the present and wait until we have a quorum. 

Mr. KIRKPATRICK. In your judgment will there be a quo­
rum here? 

Mr. DINGLEY. I can not tell. Of course the gentleman very 
well understands that if the absence of a quorum should bedevel­
oped on the yeas and nays it will be fatal to some matters of very 
great importance, among which is final adjournment. 

Mr. KIRKPATRICK. I will allow the matter to stand for the 
present, and may eall it up a little later. 

The SPE ... lliER. The report is withdrawn. 
FOREST FIRES. 

J.\.Ir. SHAFROTH . .MJ.·. Speaker, I wish to call upagain thebill 
(H. R. 9123) to prevent forest fires on the public domain, and move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill. The gentleman from Ar­
kansas fMr. LITTLE] has withdrawn the point of no quorum. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on suspending the rules and 
passing the blll. 

The question was taken; and in the opinion of the Chair, two­
thil'ds having voted in favor thereof, the rules were suspended 
and the bill was passed. 

TITLES TO CERTAIN LANDS IN MISSISSIPPI. 
Mr. WILLIAl\IS. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 

and pass the bill (H. R. 9345) to enable certain persons in the State 
of Mississippi to procure title to public land. 

The bill was read, as follows~ 
& it enacted, etc., That a-ll pe1·sons who, prior to January 19,1895, purchased 

in good faith from the State of Mississippi any lands withln the 6 miles or 
granted limits of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, and which lands were in­
cluded in approved swamp-land list No. 7, Augusta series, their hell's or 
assigns, shall have the preference right of entry for one year from the pas­
sage of this act, either under the homestead law or by purchase at privaw 
entry, at s.:..25 per acre; and the fact that persons affected by this act httve 
heretofore made entry of lands under any law or mws shall not work a dis­
qualification to make entry as herein provided. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the House, 
this is a bill that was rmanimously reported by the Committ-ee on 
Public Lands, and which is worded precisely as the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office recommended that it should be worded. 
The case is this: On September 20, 1850, there was a law passed 
by the United States Government granting a right of way and 
granting the even-numbered sections within a 6-mile limit to a 
certain railroad, styled in the act the Mobile and Chicago Rail­
road Company, the Government reserving the odd-numbered sec­
tions, having granted the even ones to the railway company, at 
an increased price of $2.50, in order to indemnify the Government 
for the lands granted to the railroad company. Upon September 
20, 1850. the GoYernment of the United States passed what is 
known as t.he land-grant act, by means of which they allowed 
States to select certain lands as s:wamp lands. The State of Mis­
sissippi proceeded under the swamp-land-grant law to select cer­
tain lands, and selected, among others, a great many of these 
lands which were upon this list of lands reserved to be sold at 
$2.50 an acre. The governor of the State of Mississippi certified 
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that land to the Interior Dep:rrtment. The Interior Department, 
on August 23, 188.3, approved the list selected by the governo1· of 
the State of Mississippi, and transmitted to the governor on Feb­
ruary 19, 1884, his approval of the list. The approval was never 
carried into patent. 

Now, subsequently the Interior Department, upon January 19, 
1895-years after these lands had been sold to parties who had 
bought them and had been living upon them for a generation, 
in many instances had buried their ancestors on them-the Depai·t­
ment came to the conclusion that these lands were reserved, and 
revoked the approval which had been previously given. The con­
sequence has been to leave the lands of a great many people who 
have been living upon them for a generation or longer subject to 
homestead entry, and it is very natural for a man who wants to 
enter a homestead to prefer one with a house and barn and other 
conveniences upon it rather than to go into the woods. A great 
deal of trouble has grown up in the counties where these lands 
~e situated, and where about 15,000 acreR are involved. The bill 
is worded in the exa~t language recommended by the Commissioner 
of Public Lands of the United States, and the passage of the bill 
is of immediate necessity in order to cure a crying evil which, if 
not cured, will cause a great deal of damage to actual, bona fide 
settlers upon these lands. 

Two-thirds having voted in the affirmative, the rules were sus­
pended and the bill was passed. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol­
lowing titles: 

A bill (H. R. 2) disposing of two condemned cannon; and 
A bill (H. R. 7542) making appropriations for the naval service 

for the fiscal year ending June 30,1897, and for other purposes. 
WILLIAM H. SCOFIELD AND OTHERS. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. Mr. Speaker, I call up House bill No. 7338, 
and I move that the rnles be suspended for the present considera-­
tion of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Not for the passage of the bill? 
Mr. FAIRCHILD. No; my object is to amend it so that it will 

correspond to the form in which the bill is about to pass the 
Senat-e. 

The SPEAKER. Why does not the gentleman move to sus­
pend the rules and pass the Senate bill? 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. I accept the suggestion of the Chair, and 
move to suspend the rnles and pass the bill in the form in which 
I send it to the Clerk's desk. 

The bill was read, as fol1ows: 
Be it enacted, etc_, That William H. Scofield, J2.cob Brady, James Ketcham, 

Annie Booth. as administratrix of the goods, chattels, and credits of George 
W. Booth, deceased; Wilson P. Billar, Ezra L. Waterhouse, Moses C. Bell, 
George W. Byles, and George A. Scofield be, and they are hereby, released 
from an-y liability as sureties on the bond of Neil Hepburn, by reason of the 
defalcat10n of N eil Hepburn, as late postmaster at City Island, N.Y. And 
the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and directed to discon­
tinue as agamst said William H. Scofield, Jacob Brady, James Ketcham, 
Annie Booth, as administratrix of the goods, chattels, and credits of George 
W. Booth, decease<l; Wilson P. Billar Ezra L. Waterhouse, Moses C. Bell, 
George W. Byles, and George A. Scofieid any action that may have been insti­
tuted against them to enforce such liability, and to cause to be satisfied of 
record any judgment thn.t may have been ente~red against said sureties in 
any such action: Pmvided, howeve1·, Tha.t the provisions hereof shall apply 
only to the bond covering amounts accrued subsequent to September 30,1893. 

By unanimous consent a second was considered as ordered. 
Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to have some explanation 

of this bill. 
Mr. FAIR CHILD. I will say to the gentleman from Texas that 

this is a bill that was reported some time ago unanimously by the 
Committee on the Judiciary and was before the House on a former 
occasion and went over on the objection of my colleague, Mr. 
BARTLETT. Subsequently my colleague called at the Post-Office 
Department and satisfied himself as to the propriety of the bill to 
the extent that he said he would not renew his objection. 

Mr. BAILEY. Does the Post-Office Department recommend 
the passage of the bill? 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. The Auditor's department, having charge 
of the subject, favors the passage of the bill. 

Mr. BAILEY. Do they recommend the passage of the bill? 
Mr. FAIRCHILD. They have not specifically in any writing 

recommended the passage, but they have written a letter which 
is now before the Judiciary Committee of the Senate, upon which 
that committee has reported the bill favorably, and which indi­
cates that the Department favors the passage of the bill. It was 
upon that communication that the Senate Judiciary Committee 
recommended the passage. 

Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, the chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee tells me that this has been before that committee, and 
that it is a proper bill, so I make no further question about it. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass the bill. 

Mr. BRUMM. Mr. Speaker, one moment. I want to get some 
information about this. I will ask the gentleman why this bill 
was sent to the Judiciary Committee, if it involves a claim? 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. This is not a claim against the Government. 
The bill relates to a suit by the Government against the parties 
named in it. 

Jl1r. McEWAN. Mr. Speaker, I do not think we have suffkient 
information yet to vote intelligently on this matter. The Gov­
ern:J;llent is either going to give away money when it should not 
do so, or it is not-

:Mr. CANNON. Letmeaskthegentl-emanfromNewYork-­
Mr. 1\IcEW AN. I believe I have the floor, :Mr. Speaker. These 

people went on this man's bond knowing that they assumed a 
liability. We are now asked to relieve them from that liability, 
and if we do it I think we are doing wrong. We have no right 
whatever to vote away the people's money and give it to these 
men who assumed this liability. Let them pay. In other words, 
by this kind of legislation we are doing our best to entirelynullify 
the system of taking bonds for the protection of the Government. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. Mr. Speaker, I think lean satisfy my friend 
on that point. These men were sureties 0n two bonds. The :first 
expired September 30, 1893, and under it a liability accrued · of 
$1,900. The second bond expired three qua!·ters later, and under 
that bond a Uability accrued of $2,800. Under the law the De­
partment is required to notify sureties immediately of any defi­
ciency discovered on the part of ally postmaster. The Depart­
ment neglected to do that. 

A defi~iency in the accounts of this postmaster was discovered 
as early as June, 1893, amountingtomorethan$500; but the Gov­
ernment failed to notify the sureties of this fact, although the offi­
cers of the United States were corresponding with the postmaster 
urging him to make good his defanlt. The bill as originally in­
troduced and as originally reported by the Judiciary Committee 
proposed on that state of facts to relieve the sureties from both 
bonds. The bill as now amended relieves them from only the 
second bond, thus according with the views of the Judiciary Com­
mittee of the Senat-e. With regard to the second bond the equi­
ties in favor of the sureties are greateT, for the reason that one of 
the sureties on the first bond died and the Department, owing to 
the death of that surety, wanted a new bond; and although the 
Government officials had knowledge at the time that this post­
master was in default to the extent of $1,900 the same men were 
accepted as sureties upon the second bond, they being kept in 
ignorance of the defalcation. 

Mr. BRUMM. From the statement just made by the gentle­
man from New York [Mr. FAIRCHILD] it strikes me that this bill 
should have been sent to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. I think I can satisfy the gentleman on that 
point. At the time when this bill was introduced in the House, 
proceedings had been commenced against these parties; and it 
was a question whetheT or not the Government shonld discon­
tinue that action. It was to that view of the case that the bill 
applied. Owing to objection made by my colleague from New 
York [Mr. BARTLETT], at the time when the bill first came up, 
proceedings were continued and judgment entered. Execution is 
now in the hands of the marshal for enforcement, and will be 
enforced unless before this Congress adjourns this bill becomes a 
law. If that judgment shonld be enforced, these sureties, who 
are poor men with nothing in the world but their little homes 
which they have earned by a lifetime of labor and by husbanding 
their earnings in building associations, will be sold out to satisfy 
this judgment. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Has this bill the unanimous approval of the 
two committees? 

}fr. FAIRCHILD. It has. 
Mr. BRUMM. This is really a claim of the Government against 

the sureties? · 
Mr. FAIRCHILD. That is correct. 
Jlli'. BRUMM. Judgment has been obtained and execution is 

in the hands of the marshal. Now, a bill proposing to release the 
claim of the Government against these people should have gone 
to the Committee on Claims; the Committee on the Judiciary has 
no jurisdiction of such a matter. 

1\fr. FAffiCHILD. I wish to say to my friend from Pennsyl­
vania fMr. BRUMM] that in introducing this bill and having it 
referre?l to the Judiciary Committee I had no disposition at all to 
prefer one committee above another. My only object was to have 
a proper reference; and I followed in the matter the advice of 
those who had been in the House longer than I had. 

Mr. BRUMM. That is not a matter of law; it is a matter in­
volving a claim; and of course it should have gone to the Com­
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. RAY. When the bill was referred to the JudiciaTy Com­
mittee this judgment had not been rendered; so that the bill ap­
peared to be of the same class as other bills w)lich are usually sent 
to the Judiciary Committee. 

The question being taken on ihe motion to suspend the rules 

. 
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and pass the bill, it was agreed to, two-thirds voting in favor 
thereof. 

SANTA. BARBARA, CAL., A. SUBPORT OF ENTRY. 
Mr. McLACHLAN. I move to suspend the rules and pass the 

bill (S. 2412) to make the city of Santa Barbara, county of Santa 
Barbara, State of California, a subport of entry. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the city of Santa. Barbara, State of California, bo, 

and the sam e is h er eby, m ade a subport of entry in the district of Los 
• Angeles, with the privileges of section 7 of an a.ct ent itled "An act to amend 

the statutes in r elation t o immediate transportation of dutiable goods, and 
for other purposes," approved June 10,1880. 

Mr. McLACHLAN. This bill, which proposes merely to make 
Santa Barbara a subport of entry, has already passed the Senate 
and is unanimously recommended by the House committee. I 
know of no objection to it whatever. 

The question being taken, the motion of Mr. McLACHLAN to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill was agreed to, two-thirds voting 
in favor thereof. 

LIFE-SAVING STATION ON NEW ENGLAND COAST. 
Mr. MOODY. I move to suspend the rules and pass Senate bill 

No. 2783. This bill, which was drawn by the Superintendent of 
the Life-Saving Service, has been passed by the Senate and has 
been unanimously reported by the House committee. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
.A bill (S. 2783) to establish a life-saving station on the coast of New Hamp­

shire or Massachusetts, between the Hampton and the Merrimac rivers. 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secr etary of the Treasury be, and is hereby, 

authorized to establish a life-saving station on the coast of New Hampshire 
or Massachusetts at su ch point between the Hampton and Merrimac rivers 
as the General Superintendent of t he Life-Saving Service may recommend. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I demand a second on the motion to 
suspend the rules. 

Mr. MOODY. I ask that a second may be considered as or-
dered. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I agree to that. 
There being no objection, a second was ordered. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Now I should like to hear some explana­

tion of this bill. 
Mr. MOODY. Mr. Speaker, this bill proposes to permit the 

establishment of a life-saving station on a certain part of the 
· coast of Massachusetts or New Hampshire. As I have said, it 

was drawn by the Superintendent of the Life-Saving Service. It 
has been presented in consequence of the fact that during the 
storm of last February four vessels were wrecked on the Mas­
sachusetts coast in one night; and there was no means of rescue 
for the sailors, so that eleven lives were lost. I do not know that 
I need add anything except to say that the bill has passed the 
Senate and has been unanimously reported in the House. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. As I understand, the bill is only permis­
sive, and does not order that this station be established. 

Mr. MOODY. It does not order the establishment of the station. 
The question being taken, the motion to suspend the rules and 

pass the bill was agreed to, two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 
GETTYSBURG NATIONAL CEMETERY. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the Senate 
bill (No. 2490) to authorize the Secretary of War to improve and 
maintain the public roads within the limits of the national park 
at Gettysburg, Pa., be taken up, and move to suspend the rules 
and pass the same. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War is hereby authorized, in his 

discretion, to improve and maintain the public roads within the limits of the 
national park at Gettysburg, Pa., over which jurisdiction has been or may 
hereafter be ceded to the United States: P1·ov ided, That nothing contained in 
this act shall be deemed and held to prejudice the rights acquired by any State 
or by any military organization to the ground on which its monuments or 
markers are placed nor the right of way to the same. . 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I demand a second in order to hear an 
explanation of this bill. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. I will give an explanation if the 
gentleman will just allow me. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Very well. . . 
Mr. CURTIS of New York. This bill was before the House 

some time ago, and the gentleman from Nebraska objected. It 
was explained to him, and later he said he would withdraw the 
objection. 

The bill simply allows the Secretary of War to improve the 
roads in the Gettysburg Park, and lay out such other roads as 
may be necessary to get to one monument or from one set of monu­
ments of the States to the others. It requires no appropriation 
but simply authorizes the use of the money already set apart for 
this purpose. It passed the Senate unanimously, and comes with 
unanimous report from the Committee on Military Affairs of the 
House. 

I ask a vote. 
The question was taken; and two-thirds voting in favor thereof, 

the rules were suspended and the bill passed. 

ERIE, PA., PORT OF IMMEDIATE TRANSPORTATION. 
Mr. GRISWOLD. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 

and pass the bill (H. R. 180) to make the city of Erie, Pa., a port 
of immediate transportation. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the privileges of the seventh section of t.he act 

approved June 10, 1880, governing the transportation of dutiable mer­
chandisewithout appraisement, be, and the same arehereby,extended to the 
port of Erie, in the State of Pennsylvania. 

The motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill was agreed to, 
two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 

REPRINT OF BANKRUPTCY BILL. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I desire to submit a priv· 

ileged report from the Committee on Printing. 
The SPEAKER. The report will be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That 5,000 copies of House bill No. 8110, entitled "An act to estab­
lish a uniform law on the subject of bankruptcy throughout the United 
States," as the same passed the House, be reprinted for the use of the House. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. There is also a report presented by the 
committee which I ask to have printed in .the RECORD. 

The report is as follows: 
The Committee on Printing, to whom was · referred resolution 405, provid· 

ing that 5,000 copies of House bill No. 8110, entitled "An act to establish a uni­
form law on the subject of bankruptcy throughout the United States," as the 
same passed the House, be reprinted for the use of the House, having had 
the same under consideration, recommend that it do pass . 

Mr. ALLEN of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, in view of the record 
made by this Congress, it does seem to me that we should do all 
in our power to give the people instruction and information on 
the subject of bankruptcy. 

The result of the action of this Congress will certainly be to pro­
duce that condition among the people. And why should we riot put 
them in a condition to avail themselves of the benefits of laws 
suitable to their condition? But, sir, before elaborating my views 
fully on this resolution I desire to make something in the nature 
of a personal explanation. Both in the public press and this House 
I have been criticised for my silence during this session of Con~ 
gress. [Laughter.] I want to say, sir, there has been verv little 
during this session of Congress to inspire a Christian man with 
loquacity. [Renewed laughter and applause.] 

Mr. Speaker, I am not the only great statesman who has been 
observing a great deal of silence for the last few months. " There 
are others." [Laughter.] In fact, Mr. Speaker, there are several 
of us great leade1·s who have not been talking much of late. 
[Laught-er and applause.] 

I suppose we all have our reasons for being silent. In my life 
there have been some discouraging incidents during this session. 
When I returned here last winter and found this Hall so full of 
Republicans, with such a scarcity of Democrats, when I found 
myself crowded back from my old seat on the middle aisle, where 
it had been for ten years, and the Republicans lapping over and 
occupying nearly half of the west side of the Hall, whe1·eas the 
Democrats had for years occupied not only all of that side, but 
had lapped over and occupied a part of the Republican side of the 
House; I say when I found I had been driven away from this com­
mandingpositionioccupiedso long, and from which! speakto-day 
by courtesy, to make room for a Republican majority, in the Ian~ 
guage of my friend General WHEELER, " I trembled for my coun­
try." [La ugh ter] . While I still occupy the seat that is the outpost 
of the Democratic position in this House, it is entirely too far 
away from the center aisle, and there are too many Republicans 
on what was formerly Democratic tenitory. 

I sat in the gallery the other day and heard some one ask, 
"Which is the Democratic side?" The response came that there 
is no Democratic side; that there was only a Democratic strip. 
[Laughter and applause.] 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I insist that individually I am not to blame 
for the disasters that have come upon my party. I feel it is due 
myself that I should make this explanation, because, in yielding 
to the pressure brought to bear on me to stand for reelection to 
Congress [laughter], I consulted an old friend, who wrote me 
that there was some dissatisfaction among the people because, he 
said, I had lead the party to defeat, and some were demanding a 
new leader. _ [Laughter and applause. I 

I want the country to understand tbat the Democratic party 
never went to defeat so long as it followed my leadership. It will 
be remembered, Mr. Speaker, that three years ago a great many 
of the Democrats of this House went off under the lead of my 
friend Tracy, from New York, and ceased to follow me. They 
began to condone the crime of 1873, by which silver was demone~ 
tized; began to talk about its being" the recognition of a condi~ 
tion "; about "the act of 1873" being" the tombstone on an old 
grave"; turned their backs on silver, and became worshipers at 
the shrine of gold! It was this departure from the time-honol'ed 
principles of the Democratic party tJ:lat caused a great many peo­
ple to lose confidence in it and filled this Hall with the opponents 
of Democracy. · 
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There was another incident in the early part of the session, a 

Senatorial election that occm·red down in Mississippi, the result 
of which rather impressed me with the conviction that the best 
men were not being selec~dfor high positions this year. [Laugh­
ter.] I doubt not, :M:r. Speaker, that there are others who have 
occasion to feel and do feel about this as I do. [Laughter.] -

I do not know, Mr. Speaker, how you feel about it, but these 
mistakes of the people at times have a tendency to make me de­
spair of the perpetuity of our republican institutions. [Great 
laughter and applause.l 

And then, Mr. Speaker, when I remember the circumstances 
under which this House met and the promises and professions of 
the Republican leaders as to what they would do when they got 
possession of the House, and when I have watched their perform­
ances, it has not been calculated, as I said before, to produce talk 
from a Christian man who was unwilling to "cuss." 

This Congress met in the midst of great industTia1 and business 
depression. Business was paralyzed, people poor and growing 
poorer, their products selling for almost nothing, discontent and 
unrest with both labor and capital, the Administration selling 
bonds to buy gold to keep up a gold reserve, the gold brokers and 
bond buyers taking this gold in turn out of the Treasury to force 
the issue of more bonds, and the great Republican party· that had 
professed so much capacity for relieving this condition of distress­
the only remedy they proposed was one bill to increase taxation, 
and a bill to authorize the issuance of a different series of bonds. 
The people asked for bread, and you offered them a stone. They 
wanted to be rid of the bond-selling business; your remedy was 
to facilitate it. They did not need to be taxed any more, but the 
Republican prescription for every governmental evil is to increase 
taxation. 

Mr. Speaker, I desire to call special attention to the extrava­
gance of this Congress. It has already passed appropriation bills 
which carry directly in round numbers about $520,000,000, and has 
authorized contracts that will require the expenditure of $100,-
000,000 more, practica1ly making a voting away by this Congress 
of 8620,000,000 of the people's money; and it should be remembered 
that in some of these appropriations provision is only made for 
eight months, instead of the whole year, as has always been done 
heretofore. Besides this, many of the claims against the Govern­
ment, such as war claims passed upon by the Court of Claims, are 
denied payment in pursuance of the policy of Republican man­
agers to keep down the figures, as far as possible, in a Republican 
Congress, for party purposes in the coming Presidential election. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the amount is already large enough to damn 
the party responsible for it. This money must all be raised by 
taxing the people; there is no other way to get it. The figures 
are so stupendous it is hard for the mind to grasp them, and this 
money is voted at a time when the Treasury and the people are 
in no condition to pay it. 

The people are already overtaxed and the revenues insufficient 
to meet the expenses of the Government. I am awaro that it is 
very difficult to make any impression on this body or to arouse 
the country on the question of economy against extravagance. 
But I do hope and believe that the condition of the people of this 
country at this time will make them call their public servants to 
account for wasteful extravagance. 

Let me call your attention to how this thing is gro\ving. In 
1860, when the Democratic party was in power, and the country 
was prosperous, the entire governmental expenditm·es amounted 
to 863,200,875.65; and if you will look at the platform adopted by 
the Republican party that year you will see that they arraigned 
the Democratic party for its wasteful and extravagant appropria­
tions. That was one of its greatest charges against Democracy. 

Now, with the population of the country only about doubled, 
you have appropriated almost ten times the amount of money re­
quired to run the Government when your party said it was run 
extravagantly. Ten ye2.rs ago, when the country was compara­
tively prosperous and the Treasury was overflowing with a large 
surplus, we appropriated $336,4.39,918.20 for the expenses of the 
Government, and that was regarded and was, in my opinion, an 
extravagant appropriation. But in ten years, without any ex­
cuse for it, with the purchasing power of money nearly doubled, 
$185,000,000 of direct appropriations and $100,000,000 of continu­
ing contracts have been added-and see how easily you do itt 

A bill creating a Government liability of S75,000,000 or $80,000,-
000-I refer to the river and harbor bill-is passed through this 
House under a suspension of the rules with only thirty minutes' 
debate, no opportunity being allowed to offer amendments or 
vote out improper items; and when it is returned here by the 
President with his veto, the previous question is called and no 
opportunity given to discuss it and show the President's character­
ization of it to be true or false. 

There has been added nearly $300,000 this year by law to the 
annual expense of running the two Houses of Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, my vote has been against every proposition to 
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increase appropriations and expenses during this Congress, and 
in my efforts I have had some assistance from the President. 
[Laughter.] In some instances we have succeeded, and in others 
we have failed. 

Mr. Speaker, the prudent business man, when he finds his ex­
penses exceeding his income, goes to work to cut down expenses 
that he may live within his means. I do think the most sensible 
and patriotic proposition that <bas been made during this session 
with reference to our expenditm·es came from the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. WHEELER] when he proposed to make a cut of 25 
per cent in the salaries of all Government officials and employees. 

We could have made the revenues of the Government square 
with our expenses if we had adopted this plan, and there would 
have been no injustice in it, for the 75 per cent left will buy more 
of the necessaries of life now than the 100 per cent would buy 
when most of these salaries were fixed. I would be glad to see 
such a measure pass yet before we adjourn. But this wise propo­
sition was only laughed at. No, the Republican party does not 
want to reduce expenses; they want a pretext for increasing tax­
ation for the benefit, not of the Government, but for the few who 
have grown rich through governmental favor. 

The gentlemen who we are told by some of the Republicans 
are this year having the "fat fried out " of them to get money_ to 
nominate and elect the great apostle of protection to the Presi­
dency no doubt expect to get their money ba.ck with ten and an 
hundred fold interest. 

I cite to prove this statement the fact that the Republicans in 
this Congress have rejected every proposition to increase the reve­
nue unless it comes in that shape that individuals would get more 
money out of it than the Government. We could raise 825,000,000 
or 830,000,000 of revenue by an additional tax on beer, and it woUld 
not affect the price but little, if any, paid by the consumer. The 
tax would fall mainly on the brewing trust, and the Republican 
party will not have it, because it does not enable any private inter­
est to exact any of the tax. The same might be said of a tax on 
tea; but that meets the same objection from the Republicans-it 
would be a tax for revenue. 

Mr. Speaker, I do hope and believethatthefarmers of the South 
and West, and the farmers of the whole country,for thatmatter­
I mention the South and West, as they are the great agricultural 
and producing sections of this country-will look at this thirig in 
a sensible way and go to the polls next November prepared to vote 
not only patriotically but in their own interest. I call your atten­
tion here to a portion of an article on the relative prosperity of 
the agricultural and manufacturing sections of the country, the 
facts of which are taken from the last census returns. It presents 
some startling and interesting facts. In this article New England, 
New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania are reckoned as the 
East: 

With 5 per cent of the area and 26 per cent of the population, the East pos­
sesses 43 per cent of the assessed wealth of the nation-above two-fiftllil. 
What is more, it was able to capture of the wealth gained in the ten years 
from 1880 to 1890, 41 per cent. 

THE EAST NOT A PRODUCING SECTION. 

How did it do it? How, with mie-twentiethof the land to work on and with 
one-fourth of the population to do the work, was this little section able to e;e­
cure so large a percentage of the increment of the nation's stored-up riches? 
Be it understood that this little section is not to any considerable degree a 
"producing" section. It does not "raise things." For example, it has only 
18 per cent of the farm capital of the country and only 11 per cent of the 
acreage improved for cultivation. Of the total agricultural product of the 
country-and in this is to be included all the cotton, wool, hides, and the like 
as well as all the cereals-this section raises only 17 per cent. ' 

Again, it has only 15 per cent of the total railway mileage of the country 
which may represent transportation facilities. · 

Qlearly it did not grow rich out of these. But the East is a manufacturer. 
W1th only 5 per cent of the area on which to locate its mills and factories it 
still does more than half the manufacturing for the whole country. Tho 
States of New York and Pennsylvania alone turn out more than one-third of 
all the manufactured product of the United States. 

In a word, the West produces the materials and the East makes them up 
Precisely the relative profits of these two operations probably no man could 
!~:t~ine. The following facts are presented for just what they may be 

At the time the census was taken there were 9,000,000workers empl0yedon 
the farms, in the ~sheries, and in the mines of the whole country. The an­
nual value of thell' produce was about 82,500,000,000. That was o.n average 
value of product per worker of $273. 

RATIO IN FAVOH. OF MAll<uFACTURERS. 

In the same year there were 5,000,000 men and women employed in manu­
factories. The ~otal value c;>f the product they turned out was above $9,300,-
000,000. Deductmg from this sum the computed cost of the raw materials, 
and_ the total value added to theso raw materials in the process of manufac­
turmg was ~-!,210,000,000. That was an average of $842 per worker, or a. ratio 
r!r~~o 1 in favor of the manufacturing worker as against the man on the 

One dollar invested in farming earns 15 cents. 
One dollar invested in manufacturing earns 64 cents. 
O:r, to put the matter in another way, it took nearly Sl6,000,000,000 of farm 

capital to turn out a product of $2,500,000,000-a relationship of Sl to 15 cents. 
On the other hand, $6,000,000,000 of manufacturing capital was able to take 
$5,000,~,000 worth of raw material and make it worth above $9,000,000,000, or 
:~to1SI t~fJ~~~,OOO and more. That was a relation of capital to net 

~ether this be a hint or a path to the solution of the question, it is cer­
tain that the wealth gain of the manufacturing States in the last decade was 
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extraordinarily greater than that of some of the leading agricultural or 
producing States. There is a little book published by the Arena Company. 
It is called Bread Winners and Bond Holdm:s, and was written by S. S. King, 
of Kansas. 

In one of his illustrations 1\ir. King has taken the State of Massachusetts as 
an example of what he calls a "nonproducer," and set it in contrast to the 
nine great producing States shown on the opposite side. Tak:in.g land, labor, 
and capital as the three chief factors of j)roduction, he shows that the nine 
States of what he calls "the produce district" had land in proportion to 
Massachusetts as 58 to 1; they had labor as represented by population as 7 to 
1, and capital as represented by assessed value as 2 to 1. • 

And yet in ten years the nine great producing States added to their as­
sessed wealth $559,000,000, while the single little State of Massachusetts gained 
$569,000,000. The one small exceeds the nine greatl 

Mr. Speaker, the farmers of this country are a great, conserva­
tive class. They are as much entitled to the kindly consideration 
of the Government as any class of people in it. They help fight 
our battles in time of war. They feed our armies and our people 
both in war and peace. They furnish most of our exports with 
which we liquidate our debts and balances abroad. They pay 
more taxes in proportion to their wealth than any other class. 
Their holdings are of such a character that they could not escape 
them if they would. 

In the very nature of things, th-ey can not be pr:otected to any 
appreciable extent by tariff laws, because we raise a large sm·plus 
of agricultural products that must find a market beyond the reach 
of our tariff laws. In these markets the price of their products 
are fixed. 

Representing, as I do, an agricultural district, and familiar, as 
I am, with their struggles, misfortunes, and disappointments, I! · 
sir, intend in the future, as I have in the past, to give my votes 
and influence toward relieving them of every unnecessary burden 
placed upon them, whether !t be in the interest of extravagant 
appropriations or for the benefit of individual corporate gain, and 
I wish to warn them that they make a great mistake if they give 
their votes for any party or policy that increases unnecessarily 
their burdens. 

There is no flowery path ahead of the American farmer; his lot 
will be hard enough with the very best the Government can do 
for him, and it is a grievous wrong to require him to bear taxation 
unnecessarily in any interest. 

Mr. Speaker, there is another silent man about whose prospects 
and silence a good deal is being said at this time, and I desire to 
pay my respects to him. I refer to the distinguished gentleman 
from Ohio whom they say is to be nominated for the Presidency 
by the Republican party at St. Louis next week. I will not speak 
of the methods by which it is said his successful campaign has 
been won. I leave that for Senator CHANDLER and other Repub­
licans who exposed the methods of his managers not long ago. 
But suffice it to say if his nomination is secured by the practices 
charged against him by his party friends, he should be defeated at 
the polls. 

Mr. Speaker, there is about this time a very great interest and 
desire in the public mind to ascertain what are now the views of 
this silent man on the financial question, which is exciting so much 
interest justnow. Buttheysayhis manager, Mr. Hanna, willnot 
allow him to talk. While he is profoundly silent himself, he has 
friends in every part of the country certifying to what his real 
views on the question are, and these certificates seem to be made 
to suit the locality in which they are given; and I confess that his 
friends, by going to his past record on this question, can find war­
rant for certificates to suit all shades of opinion. 

When I see the trouble some people are having with speeches 
made in the past, I am more reconciled to my own silence. But 
at this time, when the public mind is so wrought up and concen­
trated on the financial question, would it not look better for this 
leader of Republican thought to define his own position? Certifi­
cates as to what a man's opinions are might do very well if he were 
so situated he could not speak for himself. A certificate ought to 
be the last resort of the man whose word would be taken about 
his own position. 

I have always heard that an egg that goes around with a certifi­
cate attached that it is a good egg is not a safe egg to buy, for 
they do say an egg never feels called upon to take around a certifi­
cate of its soundness until it is under suspicion. 

Mr. Speaker, I have read and reread the platform adopted by 
the Republican convention of the State of Ohio, from which the 
Republican candidate for the Presidency will come; and of all the 
conglomerations of financial declarations that have appeared in 
this year of our Lord, the Ohio platform on this question "takes 
the cake.'' It declares for gold, silver, and paper money; wants 
each of them to be "as sound as the Government and as untar-
nished as its honor." • 

If you will look at the wording of this platform and the speech 
made by ]')fr. McKinley before the Marquette Club at Chicago, 
you will find the wording of the platform is almost in the exact 
words of this speech. We are therefore authorized to conclude 
that the Ohio platform was written by the Republican candidate 
for the Presidency. It is susceptible of all and more misleading 
constructions than have been put on the platforms of the two 

great political parties adopted at their last national conventions, 
and we all know what that means. 

I here call attention to the ftnancial plank of the Ohio Repub-
lican State platf01m: • 

THE FINANCIAL PL.A.I\"'K. 

We contend for honest money, a currency of gold, silver, and paper, with 
which to measure our exchange, that shall be as sound as the Government 
and as untarnished as its honor, and to that end we favor bimetallism, and 
demand the use of both gold and silver as standard money either in accord­
ance. with a ratio to be fixed "!JY .an international ~reement, if that can be 
obtamed, or under such restr10t10ns and such proVlsions to be determined 
by legislation as will secure the maintenance of the parities of values of the 
two metals, so that the purchasing and debt-paying power of the dollar, 
whether of silver, gold, or paper, shall be at all times equal. 

I now give you a sentence from Governor ~Kinley's speech 
before the Marquette Club at Chicago last February, that you 
may see who wrote the Ohio platform. In speaking of the Repub­
lican party he said: 

It stands for a currency of gold, silver, and paper, with which to measure 
our exchanges, that shall be as sound as the Government and as untarnished 
as its honor. 

I could now give extracts from his speeches showing him on 
every side of this question. He voted for free coinage in 1878 and 
for the Bland-Allison law, for the Sherman law in 1890, denounced 
the Democrats for repealing the Sherman law, and now stands 
for any sort of money the national Republican convention will 
prescribe. 

I would like, Mr. Speaker, to see the great parties this year 
adopt platforms susceptible of no double or misleading construc­
tion and then nominate candidates on them who have real convic­
tions in accord with them, and who would be willing to stand by 
them. But the Ohio candidate seems to be waiting and willing 
to take his views from the convention from which he seeks the 
nomination. The Republican party may desire to observe the 
Eame rule in selecting their candidate that the cavalryman ob­
served in selecting his horse. He said the kind of a horse he 
wanted was one that could turn quick and go fast. [Great 
laughter.] I doubt if the Republican party can find a candidate 
who can turn. quicker or go faster than the gentleman from Ohio. 
But, Mr. Speaker, there is one thing about this candidate for the 
Presidency against which I wish to enter my protest here and 
now, and I hope the convention, if it does nominate him, will 
take a stand as between the English and American handshake. 
Mr. McKinley's rallying cry is "Americanism· American systems; 
American policies." Why should he be permitted to abandon the 
American handshake? Have any of you seen him in the last few 
years shaking hands; seen him raise his arm high in the air for 
his overhanded English handshake? Just think of how the Ameri­
can simplicity of a Jefferson or a Lincoln would be shocked by 
this effort to imitate the English handshake! We want an .Ameri­
can President to shake hands right out from the should~r-good 
old American style-none of this overhanded business. [Great 
laughter.] 

Mr. Speaker, I served in this House with Mr.11cKinley; I knew 
him very well. If he should be the nominee of the St. Louis con­
vention I hope he will get on a straight, frank, and unequivocal 
platform. And if the American people should make the mistake of 
putting him in the White House I hope he will come down to the 
good old American handshake; and, so far as I am concerned, the 
same intimate and cordial relations that have existed between 
the occupants of the White House and myself for so many years 
will be continued. rApplause and laughter.] 

Mr. Speaker, the efforts of the Republican party to divert the 
people in this campaign from the financial question to the tariff 
will, in my judgment, be abortive. The financial question is upper­
most in their minds, ap.d the friends of silver are going to stand 
up and be counted this year. The gold standard has had a fair 
trial; it has been weighed in the balance and found wanting. It 
does not suit the masses of the American people. I grant you 
that the people who want to invest their monev in United States 
bonds, where they escape all taxation and where the owners can 
live in idleness and luxury, free from all care and secure from all 
obligation to contribute to the support of the Government, those 
who are interested in having their dollars buy as much as possible 
of products of labor. They seem to like the gold standard, for it 
is working just to suit them; but the great body of the people who 
have no fixed incomes are catching onto the fact that they are the 
victims of this system. 

Mr. Speaker, I am no prophet, but in my speech more than two 
years ago I predicted just about what has happened with refer­
ence to our currency. The demand now is for the retirement of 
all our paper money except the issue of the national banks, and 
that what silver we have is to be practically mere subsidiary coin 
or token money. It will require the sale of seven or eight hun­
dred millions more of bonds to carry out the programme, and then 
the people will be without a currency except such as the national 
banks see proper to let them have. I do not wonder that the t 
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American Bankers' Association are interested in preserving the 
existing standard of value, as shown by this letter: 

THE AMERICAN BA~TKERS' AssociATION, 
2 WALL STREET AND 90-9! BROADWAY, 

New York, Mar·ch f23, 1896. 
[President, Eugene H. Pullen, vice-president National Bank of the Republic, 

N ew York; first vice-president, Robert J. Lowry, Lowry Banking Company, 
Atlanta, Ga.; chairman executive council, Joseph C. Hendrix, president 
National Union Bank, New York; treasurer, William H. Porter, vice-presi­
dent Chase National Bank, New York; secretary, James R. Branch, 2Wall 
street, New York.] 

To the Bankers of the United States: 
At a meetin~ of the executive council of the American Bankers' Associa 

tion, held in this city on March 11, 1896, the following declaration was made· 
by unanimous vot~: 

THE EXISTING STANDARD OF VALUE. 

"The executive council of the American Bankers' Association declare un­
equivocally in favor of the maintenance of the existing gold standard of 
value, and recommend to all bankers and to the customers of all banks tho 
exercise of all their influence as citizens in their various States to select del­
egates to the political conventions of both the great parties who will declare 
Ullequivocally in favor of the maintenance of the existing gold standard of 
value." 

Your influence is earnestly requested to give practical effect to this action. 
EUGENE H. PULLEN, President. 
JAMES R. BRANCH, Secretary. 
·JOSEPH C. HENDRIX, 

Ohairntan Executive Counet1. 

This shows an effort on their part to control the national con­
ventions, but lam thankful to be ablenowtosaythat they will not 
be able to control the Democratic convention this yea.r. We will 
see next week how they succeed with the Republicans. You will 
see, I think, they will control, and demand either a gold-standard 
platform or one that is a great deal worse-a straddle. I do hope 
the people of these United States will require of public men and 
parties that they make an intelligible declaration on the great 
issues before the people, and then require tb.em to live up to it. 
I will speak for no party that attempts to straddle on any great 
issue again. 

I desire to call attention to one or two objections to free coin­
age as stated by the opponents of that proposition when the Sen­
ate sent us the free-coinage bill some few months ago. The 
gentleman fl·om New Jersey, Mr. PARKER, in speaking of the 
free coinage of silver at 16 to 1, said: 

I believe that if this be done the dollar will buy less, will pay less wages, 
will be worth less, and that this practically will effect partially a repudiation 
of debts, both public and private. 

Be is more honest than most of his crowd. His objection to 
the dollar we want is that it will buy less and pay less wages and 
will be worth less. That is just the sort of dollar we want-one 
that will buy less and one that will pay less wages. Your dollars 
are now worth too much. It takes too much labor and too much 
of the products of labor to get one. It is the appreciation of the 
dollar that makes the falling prices for property and commodities, 
and that is what is ruining the country and what we are trying 
to stop. We are as much int-erested in restoring the parity be­
tween the dollar and commodities as we are in maintaining the 
parity between the dollars. My friend Colonel BLUE, of Kansas, 
in his speech against free coinage, gave as one of his reasons for 
opposing it that he had so :many pensioners in his district and 
that fl·ee coinage would lessen the purchasing power of their pen­
sion money. 

Mr. Speaker, these arguments give the whole case away, as I 
understand it. It is hard on the American people if they must be 
required to double the purchasing power of these pensions be­
cause they have of their bounty given them. You see the pen­
sioners belong to the fixed-income class; but it does seem to me 
the farmers in Colonel BLUE's district would protest against their 
products being sold for nothing in order that the pensioners'money 
should buy more. No, sir; this policy will not do. We must get 
out of it and go back to old Democratic principles. We must 
go back to the money of the Constitution. We can n_ot afford to 
have all the business interests in our country disturbed by the 
fact that some gold broker is raiding the little gold in the Treasury. 

They try very hard to frighten us by telling us of the calamities 
that will follow free coinage, but they do not stop to think about 
the calamities that are on us from the present condition, and they 
are growing worse every day, and whenever what the gold stand­
ard really leads to comes there is no financial calamity could be 
worse. Let the Democratic party declare for an honest and eco­
nomical administration of the Government and for the restoration 
of silver to the place it occupied prior to 1873. 

Let Democrats cease to talk about this being a billion-dollar 
country and necessarily a billion-dollar Congress; let the Demo­
cratic party in its platform and in its practices be what it was 
organized to be-a party of the masses of the people of this country 
contending for their rights and their welfare against the encroach­
ments of the classes. Let Democrats cease to follow where JOHN 
SHERMAN leads on the financial question, and we will :fill this House 
again with Democrats, and disappoint the silent man from Ohio by 
electing a Democratic President. [Loud applause.] 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the resolution. 
The question was taken; and the resolution was agreed to. 

HENRY A. WEBB, 

Mr. ARNOLD of Rhode I sland. Mr. Speaker, I move. to sus­
pend the rules and pass the bill (H. R. 1256) for the relief of Henry 
A. Webb. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 

directed to redeem, in favor of Henry A. Webb, of Providence, R.I., the fol­
lowing-described bonds of the United States, issued under acts of Congress 
approved July 17, 1861., and August 5, 1861, namely: Bonds numbered 300!9 to 
30051, inclusi-ve, for S500 each; also bonds numbered 5495 to 5497, inclusive, for 
$100 each; also bonds numbered 18433 to 18-!H7, inclusive, for $100 each; also 
bonds numbered 4345 to 4353, inclusive, for $50 each, amounting in an to $2,750, 
with interest for sixteen and one-half years on said bonds numbered 30019 to 
30051, inclusive, 5497, 18436, 18437, and 43!5 to 4350, inclusive, from January 1, 
1865, to July 1, 1881, the said Henry A. Webb claiming that he owned said 
bonds on February ll, 1865, when it is alleged they were stolen from him, and 
have never been recovered by him: Provided, That before the redemption of 
said bonds the said Henry A. Webb, or some one in his behalf shall execute 
or cause to be executed and deposit with the Secretary of the Treasury a 
bond of indemnity, with good and sufficient sureties, subject to the approval 
of said Secretary, to secure the United States against loss or dama.ge m con· 
sequence of the redempticn of said bonds. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on suspending the rules and 
passing the bill. 

Mr. DINGLEY. One moment before that is done. Do I nn· 
derstand from the gentleman from Rhode Lsland that this is for 
the payment of certain bonds that were stolen, upon givingtothe 
United States bonds sufficient to indemnify the Government if 
the bonds should ever be discovered. 

:Mr. ARNOLD of Rhode Island. Yes, sir. 
Mr. DINGLEY. That is all. 
Mr. BLUE. :Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the gentleman in 

charge of this matter if an investigation has been had to see 
whether any of these bonds have been presented for payment. 
We have had one bill vetoed that provided for the payment cf 
bonds which it seems had been paid. What is the information in 
regard to that? 

Mr. ARNOLD of Rhode Island. Six hundred and fifty dollars 
of these bonds has been paid. If the gentleman would like to 
have the report read, I will ask that it be read. 

Mr. BLUE. I do not understand that. If there has been $650 
of these bonds paid, why should there be an appropriation to pay 
them? It seems to me that that is objectionable. 

Mr. ARNOLD of Rhode Island. The report will give a better 
explanation than I can. 

'.rhe Clerk proceeded to read the report. 
Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, I understand, as to this payment of 

th]s $650, it was the fault of the Department, as proof had already 
been made that these bonds were stolen. If that is correct, I will 
withdraw my objection and not ask for the further reading of the 
report. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on suspending the rules and 
passing the bill. 

The question was taken; and in the opinion of the Chair, two­
thirds having voted in favor thereof, the rules were suspended 
and the bill was passed. . 

IMPROVEMENT OF PUBLIC ROADS. 

Mr. WILLIS. 1\Ir. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the joint resolution H: Res. 194. ' 

The joint resolution was read, as follows: 
A ~oint r~solution (H. Res. 194) ~xtending the sco?he ~f the investigations by 
;o:d~~cultural Department m the matter oft e Improvement of public 

!lesolve;d, etc., That the inquiri~s and inyestigations relating to public roads 
Wl~h ~hich the Secretary of AgriCult~e 1s charged by the act making appro­
priations for the Department of Agriculture for the fis<'al year ending June 
30,1897, be extended to the following subjects, namely: 

First. The scientiflc location ofhighways on the public domain. 
Second. The practical use that can be made of the Geological Survey in 

the discovery of road materials. 
te;{;j~~Ji: ~ff~~~. and conditions under which free testing of road ma-

. Fourth. ';l'h~ feasibility and most practical met~~ds of securing instructions 
m road building at agricultural colleges, the Military Academy, and all in­
stitutions having military instructors. 

Fifth. What measures can be adopted to secure the general reduction of 
ti·ansportation rates on road materials. 

And for the furtherance of these inquiries and investigations the Secr€\tary 
of Agriculture is authorized to request the cooperation of the Secretary of 
'Yar, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Interstate Commerce Commis­
Sion. 

Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules for 
the purpose of passing the joint resolution; and I will remark 
simply that the purpose of the resolution is to extend and make 
more specific the scope of road inquiry. There is no appropria· 
tion and no additional expense involved in this other than the 
necessary use of the appropriations already made for that pur­
pose. 

:Mr. BLUE. How much is that? 
Mr. DINGLEY. Let me ask the gentleman from Delaware if 

this is to be done by a division of the Agricultural Department? 
Is this simply an extension of their work? 

-
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Mr. WILLIS. Exactly. It is simply an extension of work that 
is now under their direction. The whole thing is to be done un­
der t.he Agricultural Department as formed before. The atten­
tion of the Deuartment is desired to be called to this scheme and 
interest is purJ>osed to be excited in the country generally on this 
very important and very vital question of road improvement. 
That is all there is in it. 

Mr. DINGLEY. This is for the purpose of diffusing informa­
tion, as I understand? 

Mr. WILLIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HENDERSON. Why can not all this be done by the De­

partment now? They have full power. 
Mr. WILLIS. But thev do not do it . 
Mr. HENDERSON. That is another matter. It is one thing 

to have the power and another thing to exercise it. 
Mr. CHARLES W. STONE. I will say to the gentleman from 

illinois that the appropriation bill provides that the inquiry shall 
be directed to certain matters, and this simply adds certain other 
matters which the road bureau of the Agricultural Department 
desires to direct attention to. 

Mr. HENDERSON. This does not appoint a new commission? 
Mr. CHARLES W. STONE. No new commission and no ad·· 

ditional expense. 
Two-thirds having voted in the affirmative, the rules were sus­

pended and the bill was passed. 
BRIDGE ACROSS THE ALLEGHENY. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend 
the rules and pass the bill which I send to the desk, being the bill 
(S. 3170) to authorize the Butler and Pittsburg Railroad Company 
to construct and maintain a bridge across the Allegheny River. 

The bill was read. 
By unanimous consent, a second was considered as ordered. 
The rules were suspended, and the bill was passed. 

ENLISTED MEN L.'i THE NAVY, 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass Senate joint resolution No. 149, extending the benefits 
of sections 142G and 1573 of the Revised Statutes to all enlisted 
persons in theN avy. 

The joint resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved by the Senate and House of R P.p 1·esentatives of the United States in 

Con{/ress a$Semble.d, That the benefits of honorable discharge, a.s conferred .by 
section H.~ of the Revisad Statutes,· and of three months' pay upon reenlist· 
ment n.ftor h onorable discharge, as conferred by section 1573, u pon seamen, 
ordinary seamen, landsmen, firemen, coal heavers, and boys, be, and the same 
are hor~by, extended and ma.deapplkable to all enlisted persons in the Navy. 

Mr. BAILEY. :Mr. Speaker, I demand a second, in order that 
we may have an explanation of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, a second will be consid­
ered as ordered. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOUTELLE. Mr. Speaker, this measure is to correct the 

effect of a recent ruling of the Assistant Comptroller which has 
reversed the action of the Navy Department for more than forty 
years, by applying a technical rule to the construc~ion of the stat­
ute. A statute mora than forty ye..'lrs of age provides that where 
an enlisted man, after serving his term and receiving an honorable 
discharge from the Navy, r eenlists within three months, he shall 
receive his pay of the interim. The provision was intended to 
create a species of bounty which should serve to retain the best 
men in the service, and it has been very effective in giving us the 
be3t class of men. The original law was intended to cover all 
classes of enlisted men, and was so construed for many years . 

In the evolution of the service they have got into a way of rat­
ing enlisted men for different minor positions and giving them 
special designations, such as stewards, "boatswain's mates, and so 
on. They are all enlisted men, they are neither 3:ppointed. nor 
commissioned, but the C-omptroller has made a rulmg that mas­
much as he does not find the specific titles of these different rates 
of enlisted men in the law, none of the enlisted men who are so 
rated, as the yeomen, or stewards, or cooks, or by any of these 
special designations, come under the operation of the statute, and 
he has held up the application of the statute in those cases. This 
joint resolution is to provide that the law shall apply as it was 
mtended to apply, and as it had been construed to apply for 
more than forty years-to all the enlisted men in the service. It 
affects as I am informed by the Department, 36 per cent of the 
very b~st men in the Navy, and serious trouble will be caused 
unless this remedy is applied. There is an amendment recom­
mended by the Comptroller which I desire to have incorporated 
in the joint resolution. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 
Add after the word" Navy," in line 9, the words" and all accounts of pay­

masters who have made payments to enlisted men, not of the classes named 
in sections 1-r!u and 1573 of the Revised Statutes as if they had been included 
in the provi;;ions of said sections, shall be allowed and passed by the account­
ing officers of the Treasury as if they had b <Jen included in said sections." . 

Mr. BAILEY. I presume that the amendment is intended to 
relieve officers who have acted upon the former construction of 
the law. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. That is the object. 
The SPEAKER. Without objection, the res:Jlution will be mod­

ified so as to include the amendment. 
There was no objection. 
The rules were suspended ana tlie joint 1·esolution as amended 

was passed. 
HAHNEMANN MONUMENT. 

Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. Mr. Speaker, I move to sus­
pend the rulas and pass the joint resolution (S. R. 27) granting 
permission for the erection of a monument in Washington, D. C., 
for the ornamentation of the national capital and in honor of 
Samuel Hahnemann. 

The joint resolution was read, as follows: 
R esolved, etc., That permission be, and the same is hereby, granted the 

Hahnemann monument committee of the American Institute of Homeopathy 
to erect said monument in such place in the city of Washington . D. C.1 as shall 
be designated by the officer in charge of the new Library building, tneJoint 
Committee on the Library, and the chairman of the monument committee; 
and the sum of S-!,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby ap­
propriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for 
the building of a foundation upon which to place said monument, s.1.id monu­
m ent to be presented to the people of the United States by the American In­
stitute of Homeopathy, kindred associations, and citizens, and to be erected 
in the city of Washington, D. C. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I demand a second, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. DALZELL. I ask unanimous consent that a second be 

considered as ordered. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I do not like to consent to 

this in view of the fact that the joint resolution contains a large 
appropriation. It seems to me that it is a very unusual kind of 
legislation. 

1\fr. DALZELL. It does not contain a large appropriation. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. It appropriates $4,000 for a monument to 

a private individual. 
Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. I will say to the gentleman 

that the statue--
Mr. RICHARDSON. I do not object, 1\fr. Speaker, to having 

a second considered as ordered. 
Mr. BAILEY. I do. 
Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. Let me say to the gentle­

man from Texas--
Mr. BAILEY. I will say to the gentleman that I have no 

objection in the world to the Government giving space for this 
statue-all the space that may be needed-if the appropriation be 
struck out. 

Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. The statue, including the 
pedestal, wHl be the gift of private parties. The only expendi­
ture asked on th!3 part of the Government is for leveling the 
g1·ound so as to make a proper foundation. 

Mr. BAILEY. I am informed that this work has been largely 
completed--

Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. Certainly. 
Mr. BAILEY. And while I shall vote against the appropria­

tion for this purpose, I withdraw the objection to a second being 
considered a.s ordered. 

There being no objection, a second was ordered. 
Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. This is a proposition to pre­

sant to the United States a seventy-five-thousand-dollar statue, 
including the pedestal. As to the merits of the statue, I wish to 
say that a number of the leading sculptors of the world were 
invited to compete for this work, and 24 models, coming from 
some of the greatE:st m en in this line of art, were submitted. 
These models were publicly exhibited in New York City under 
the auspices of the American Sculptors' Society, being the first 
instance in the history of art in the United States where a public 
exhibition of models was made before a selection. The commit­
tee appointed to make the selection, including the American 
Sculptors' Society, decided unanimously on the model selected. 
As a work of art this statue is superior to anything now exist­
ing in the city of \Vashington, except the statues on horseback. 
The simple reque3t is that the parties who have planned the exe­
cution of this work may present this beautiful statue to the 
United States. The only possible expenditure on the part of the 
Government (and that is the object of the small appropriation) 
will be for leveling- the ground and digging down to build a foun­
dation. The statue itself and the pedestal are complete , and are 
offered as a gift. 

Mr. KIEFER. Who offers them? 
Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. The American Society of 

Homeopathists, besides whom a great many citizens have con­
tributed. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, if I understand this proposition, it 
contemplates an appropriation of something like $4,000. 
. Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. It can not possibly excood 
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that. The actual expenditure will depend upon the quality of 
the ground as it may appear when excavations are made for the 
foundation. · 

Mr. BLUE. This proposition involves the establishment of a 
precedent in the direction of making an appropriation by the 
Government whenever some society or organization comes along 
and proposes to make a presentation of a statue. I think, Mr. 
Speaker, the precedent is a bad one . 
. Mr. DALZELL. The gentleman will allow me to say this is 
not making a precedent. The precedent has already been estab­
lished a number of times. 

Several MEMBERS. Time and again. 
Mr. BLUE. Well, the precedent ought not to have been estab­

lished. It is sufficient for the Government to permit the statue 
to be erected here without appropriating money for the purpose. 

Mr. DALZELL. I want to say to my friend that there is not a 
city in this country that would not be glad to .make an appropria­
tion for a work of art of this kind. I venture to say that when 
this statue is erected it will be the most artistic of all the works 
of art in this capital city. I know it was one of the pet projects 
of General Casey, recently in charge of the construction of the 
Library building, that this statue should be erected on the grounds 
of the Library; and he marked out the spot which he himself 
would select for the purpose. It seems to me that when a society­
not a society, but numerous citizens representing this particular 
faith in medicine throughout the country-have had the enter­
prise to secure such a monument at a cost of $75,000, this Govern­
ment ought to be glad to furnish in this capital city not only a 
place on which to erect the statue but a pedestal for it to rest 
upon. 

Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. The pedestal is already pre­
pared, and is presented along with the statue. The only expense 
to the United States in connection with this matter will be the 
~recting of the fo~dation-the exp~nse connected with the exya­
vation. The pedestal is part of the present, and is already pai_d for. 

Mr. BLUE. Well, Mr. Speaker, I have not yet been convinced; 
and it seems to me that if this expense is incurred in connection 
with the statue of one individual, there may be no restriction or 
limit in this direction; and whenever somebody comes along with 
a statue having the indorsement of some gentlemen of taste and 
who are reputed to be judges of the fine arts, this case will be cited 
as a precedent. It seem to me the whole business is bad and the 
appropriation ought not to be made. 

Mr. DALZELL. Let me say to my friend from Kansas that the 
chances of parties coming along in the future and contributing 
seventy-five-thousand-dollar statues for the adornment of the city 
of Washington are not going to be" plenty as blackberries." 

Mr. BINGHAM. In the case of two or three of the military 
statues which now adorn the city of Washington the pedestals 
and foundatiOns have been furnished by the Government, the 
statues themselves being the contributions of army organizations. 
The precedent of the Government contributing a part of the ex­
pense in connection with these works of art is already established; 
the only difference being that in the other cases the statues, be­
ing military, have belonged to a class exceptionally popular. 

Mr. BLUE. Well, to my mind there is a vast difference be­
tween such cases and a matter of this kind. There are different 
schools of medicine-

Mr. BINGHAM. Take this statue at the foot of the Capitol; 
that was a contribution of citizens.. 

Mr. BLUE. I understand that. But statues which commem­
orate distinguished military service or something of that charac­
ter are of a different class from this. If the Government once 
starts out in the direction proposed here, there is no telling what 
will be the limit. If we once set the precedent, we do not know 
how soon another society may come along with a similar proposi­
tion; and thus year after year and month after month these ap­
propriations may be urged, supported by the precedent now sought 
to be established. I do not think it is right. 

Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. I suggest to the gentleman 
that in the matter of nonmilitary statues the capital of the United 
States is singularly deficient. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Gentlemen will recall the large foundation 
work in connection with the statue in the Botanical Gardens. 
That statue was a contribution of the French Government, having 
been first exhibited at the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia. 
The presentation having been made, the Government expended 
$8,000 for the foundation and the erection of the statue. I merely 
wanted to give the gentleman facts, showing that there are prece­
dents for the action proposed here. 

Mr. DALZELL. And I would say to the gentleman further 
that there is a statue of Dr. Gross, near the Smithsonian Institu­
tion, built under similar circumstances at the close of the last ses­
sion of Congress, I am informed; and also one of Professor Henry 
in the Smithsonian Grounds. 

Mr. BLUE. I will content myself simply with voting against 

the proposition. · I will ·not obstruct its passage; but I think it 
wrong; all the same. 

The question was taken; and two-thirds having voted in favor 
thereof, the rules were suspended and the ~~ passed. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I call up the conference report on 
the District of Columbia appropriation bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the report. 
The Clerk proceeded to read the report. 
Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker, that report was agreed to last 

evening, and the only question at issue now is to further insist on 
the disagreement to the remaining Senate amendments. 

Mr. GROUT. I move, Mr. Speaker, that the House furtherin­
siston its disagreement to the remaining Senate amendments, and 
ask for a conference on the disagreeing votes thereon. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I understand froiu the motion of the gen­
tleman from Vermont that th~re has been _no _agreement upon any 
one of the amendments in dispute since the last report? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that there has been 
no agreement since the last repor~. 

The motion of Mr. GROJJT wa~ agreed to. 
TheSPEAKER appointedasconfereesMr. GROUT, Mr. PITNEY, 

and Mr. DOCKERY. 
Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, before · this matter goes into 

conference I desire to ask the gentleman in charge of the bill a~ 
to the prospect of an agreement upon the points of difference now 
remaining between the two Houses. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, theremainingpointsof difference, 
I will state, in response to the gentleman from Maine, relat-e to 
the District charities and to the lighting of the city west of Rock 
Creek. These are the only points on which there is any disagree­
ment. 

Mr. DlNGLEY. Has there been ·any progress made since the 
prior report? · · 
- Mr. GROUT.' I was going to say further, if the gentleman will 
allow me a moment~ that the conferees have been together in­
formally this morning, and there is a bright prospect of coming 
to an early understanding so far a-s the District charities are con­
cerned, and I have no doubt that the other question, with refer­
ence to the lighting of the city west of Rock Creek, will also be 
settled in some satisfactory manner. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Because, if the gentleman will pardon me a 
moment, there seems to be, · as I understand it now, only two 
points of difference between the Senate and the House, one on the 
District bill, with reference to the matters suggested -by the gen­
tleman in charge of the bill, and the point of difference wi'th ref­
erence to the few public buildings embraced in 'the sundry civil 
bill in the Senate amendments. That is all that stands between 
the completion of the work of the House and the final adjourn­
mEmt of this session of Congress. 

Now, it seems to me that with such slight differences remaining 
between the two Houses there ought t-o be a conclusion reached at 
a very early moment [applause] in order that we may be able to 
wind up the business of the session and adjourn Congress. 

Mr. GROUT. I beg to say in response to the gentleman that 
the House conferees have been working diligently and have been 
prepared to make reasonable concessions in order to secure a set­
tlement of these differences, and they have spared no effort toward 
reaching an agreement. I give the gentleman hope, however, that 
an understanding may be reached on the question of the charities 
in the District bill, and I presume we shall be able to reach an 
understanding also on the other matter, so that apparently a final 
agreement is in sight. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would like to ask the gentleman from 
Maine a question. I suppose the statement the gentleman has 
made is equivalent to an official announcement that nothing will 
be done with the bond resolution pending before the Committee 
on Wa.ys and Means? 

Mr. DINGLEY. Well, in all probability there will not be much 
opportunity for any matters of that kind at this late stage in the 
session. 

Mr. TAWNEY. I presume the gentleman from Tennessee re­
fers to the bond resolution recently passed by the Senate. That 
was referred by the House to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
but is not before the committee now, having been adversely re­
ported to the House. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I take it, therefore, from the statement of 
the gentleman from Maine that we are to understand officially 
that no action is to be taken on that question. 

Mr. DINGLEY. What does the gentleman refer to? 
Mr. DOCKERY. The gentleman refers to the bill of the Senate 

prohibiting the further issue of interest-bearing bonds. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. A matter the consideration of which 

co:uid easily be reached: But I was simply asking if we are to 
understand that nothing is to be done in regard to that question. 
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Mr. DINGLEY. The gentleman well knows that the House is 
very thin, and members are eager to get away; and there is no 
probability of any such action as he contemplates. 

:Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, with a majority of some hundred 
and sixty-odd, and growing rapidly--

Mr. DOCKERY. Sometimes at the rate of two a day. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Yes; sometimes at the rate of two a day; 

it seems that the gentleman ought to be able to secure and keep 
a majority for action on such an important measure as that. 

l\Ir. HOPKINS. The gentleman from Tennessee, if he is anx­
ious to get at the circumstances of the case, will find a report from 
the Committee on \Vays and Means which has been prepared and 
submitted to the House. If he will get that report and read it he 
will obtain some information upon this subject. 

Mr. CORLISS. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the regular m·der. 
The SPEAKER. This de bate does not seem to be germane to 

the question before the House. [Laughter.] 

PUBLIC BUILDING .A.T DETROIT, MICH. 

Mr. CORLISS. J!lfr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the joint resolution (S. R.161) authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to place a bronze tablet or ins01iption on the Gov­
ernment building now being erected in Detroit, Mich. 

The joint resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved by the Senate and House oj Rep1·esentatives of the United States of 

.America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and 
he is hereby, authorized and directed to cause to be prepared and placed in 
some suitable position on the Government building now being erected in the 
city of Detroit, hfich.~ a bronze tablet or an inscript]oncommemorativeofthe 
fact that the said puolic building is erected on the site of the British Fort 
Lernoult, which was surrendered to the United States in 1796; and is also on 
the site of the American Fort Shelby, which was demolished in 1826: Provided, 
'.rhat the cost of such tablet shall be paid from the appropriation already made 
for the said building. 

Mr. CORLISS. I ask that a second be considered as ordered. 
Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, as I understand it, this simply 

gives permission to private individuals to place on this building a 
tablet commemorative of an historical event. 

Mr. CORLISS." This building is erected on the site of an old 
fort, evacuated by the British one hundred years ago, and this 
authorizes the placing on the building of a tablet containing an 
appropriate inscription commemorative of that event, without 
any additional expense to the Government. 

Two-thirds voting in favor thereof, the rules were suspended 
and the joint resolution was passed. 

SUBMARINE CABLES. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H. R. 9149) to regulate the establishment of submarine tele­
graphic cable lines or systems of the United States. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the shore end of any new submarine telegraJ>hiC 

cable line or system that shall be established after the passage of this act, which 
line or system shall be protected in any foreign country by exclusive landing 
rights or by any other special privileges or franchises, shall n ot be J?.ermitted 
to be landed or operated on the territory of the United States until the con­
sent of the Congress of the United States shall have been obtained therefqr. 
But this prohibition shall not apply to the renewal or renewals of any suo­
marine telegraphic cable or cables now in operation. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on suspending the rules and 
passing the bill. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I demand a second, in order 
to have some explanation of this matter. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The bill comes from the Committee on Inter­
state and Foreign Commerce, and is unanimously reported. 
Heretofore the permission for the landing of submarine cables 
has been granted by the State Department. Under date of De­
cember 21, 1893, the late Secretary Gresham stated that since 
March 1, 1893, no permission had been given by the Department 
of State to any foreign cable company to land its line on the coast 
of the United States, and that he knew of no law of Congress 
authorizing him or any other executive officer to grant such per­
mission. That emphasized the necessity of this legislation. This 
bill vests the granting of the permission in Congress. 

Two-thirds voting in favor thereof, the rules were suspended 
and the bill passed. 

STRATTON H. BENSCOTER. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the bill (H. R. 3771) for the 

relief of Stratton H. Benscoter, with Senate amendments thereto. 
The Senate amendments were read. 
Mr. LACEY. I move to nonconcur in the Senate amendments, 

and ask for a conference. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Speaker appointed as con­

fei·ees on the part of the House Mr. HULL, Mr. FENTON, and Mr. 
McCLELLAN. 

JAMES .A.. MOORE. 
Mr. NEWLANDS. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the ru1es 

and pass the bill (S. 768) for the relief of J·ames A. Moore. 

The bill was read. as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the proper accounting officers of the Treasury are 

hereby authorized and directed to settle the accotmts of James A. Moore for 
services rendered and expenses incurred as United States marshal for the 
district of Nevada from October 12,1892, the date of the expiration of his com­
mission, until May 15,1893, the date when hls successor qualified, in the same 
manner as if section 793 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, provid­
ing for ad interim appointments, had been complied with. 

Mr. LOUD. I demand a second, in order that the gentleman 
may make some explanation. I am willing to have a second.con­
sidered as ordered. 

Mr. NEWLANDS. I ask unanimous consent that a second be 
considered as ordered. 

There was no objection. 
·The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Nevada [Mr. NEWL.A.NDS] 

has twenty minutes and the gentleman from California [Mr. LouD] 
twenty minutes. 

Mr. NEWLANDS. I wish to say with reference to this bill that 
it simply authorizes the accounting officers of the Treasury to 
audit the account of a man who served as United States marshal 
for some few monthsafter the expiration of his term. There was 
some informality in his appointment. Mr. Bowler, the Comptrol­
ler of the Treasury, admits the equity of the 'claim, but insists 
that he must have authority from Congress to audit it. The let­
ter of the Comptroller of the Treasury appears in the report. The 
bill has been pa-ssed by the Senate and favorably reported by the 
Committee on Claims of the House. It involves only a matter of 
ten or twelve hnnd.red dollars. It makes no appropriation, but 
simply authorizes the accounting officers to audit the claim. 

Mr. LOUD. I would like to state that passage by the Senate is 
no recommendation of a bill, Mr. Speaker, especially if it carries 
an appropriation. 

Mr. NEWLANDS. This bill carries no appropriation. 
Mr. LOUD. Is not there some money involved in this bill? 
Mr. NEWLANDS. It authorizes the Comptroller of the Treas-

ury to audit these accounts. · 
Mr. LOUD. Has it been reported by a House committee? 
Mr. NEWLANDS. It has been reported by a House committee. 

This man actually served under the orders of the judge of the 
United States circuit court there, rendered the services, presented 
his accounts, which have not been audited, on the presumption 
that there was some informality in the appointment. The Comp­
troller of the Treasury recommends the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and in the opinion of the Chair, two­
thirds having voted in favor thereof, the ru1es were suspended 
and the bill was pass~d. 

W .A.SillNGTON N.A.TION.A.L P.A.RK. 

l\Ir. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H. R. 4058) to set apart certain la~s now known 
as the Pacific Forest Reserve as a public park, to be known as 
the Washington National Park. I ask that the bill be passed with 
the amendments recommended by the committee. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That all those certain tracts, pieces~ 9r parcels of land 

lying ahd being situate in the State of Washington, and witnin the boundaries 
particularly described as follows, to wit: Beginning a.t a point 3 miles east of 
the northeast corner of township No. l7 north, of range Geast, of the Willa­
matte meridian; thence southerly through the central parts of townships 
Nos. 17, 16, and 15 north, of range 7 east of the Willamette meridian, 18 miles 
more or less, subject to the proper easterly or westerly offsets, to a point 3 
miles east of the northeast corner of township No. U north, of range 6 east, 
of the Willamette meridian; thence east on the townshiy line, between town­
ships Nos. 14 and 15 north, 18 miles more or~less, to a pomt 3 miles west of the 
northeast corner of township H north, of range 10 east, of the Willamette 
meridian; thence northerly, subject to the proper easterly or westerly off­
sets, 18 miles more or less, to a point 3 miles WP.st of the northeast corner of 
township No.17north, of range 10 east, of the Willamette meridia.n (but in 
locating said easterly boundary line, wherever the summit of the Cascade 
Mountains is sharply and well defined, the said line shall follow the said sum­
mit, where the said summit line bears west of the easterly line as herein 
determined); thence westerly along the township line between said towu­
ship3 Nos. 17 and 18 to the place of beginning, the same being a portion of the 
lands which were r eserved from entry or settlement and set apart as a public 
reservation by proclamation of the President on the 20th day of February, in 
the year of our Lord 1893, and of the independence of the United States the 
one hundred and seventeenth, are hereby dedicated and set apart as a public 
park to be known and designated as the Washington National Park, for the 
benefit and enjoyment of the people; and all persons who shall locate or settle 
upon or occupy the same, or any part thereof, except as hereafter provided, 
shall be considered tres_passers and be removed therefrom. 

SEC. 2. That said public park shall be under the exclusive control of the 
Secr etary of the Interior, whose duty it shall be to make and publish, as soon 
as practicable, such rules and r egulations as he may deem necessary or vrol?er 
for the car~ and management of the same. Such regulations shall proVIde 
for the preseTva tion from injury or spoliation of all timber, mineral deposits, 
natural curiosities, or wonders within said park, and their retention in their 
natural condition. The Secretary may, in his discretion, grant leases for 
building purposes, for terms not exceeding twenty-five years, of small par­
cels of ground at such places in said :park as shall requh·e the erection of 
buildings for the accommodation of vis1tors, all of the proceeds of said leases, 
and all other revenues that may be derived from any source connected with 
said park, to be expended under his direction in the management of the 
same and the construction of roads and bridle paths therein. And through 
the lands of the Pacific Forest Reserve adjoining said park ri~hts of way are 
hereby granted, under such restrictions and regulations as tne Secr~tary of 
the Interior may establish, to any railway or tramway company or com· 
panies, through the lands of said Pacific Forest Reserve, and also into ~id 
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park hereby created, for the purpose of building, constructing, and operat­
mg a. railway or tramway line or lines through said lands, also into said 
park. He shall provide against the wanton destruction of the fish and game 
found within said park, and against their capture or destruction for the 
purposes of merchandise or profit. He shall also cause all persons trespass­
mg upon the same after the passage of this act to be removed therefrom, and 
generally shall be authorized to take all such measures as shall be necessary 
or proper t.o fully carry out the objects and purposes of this act. 

SEc. 3. That upon execution and filing with the Secretary of the Interior, 
by the Northern Pacific Railroad Company, of proper deed releasing and re­
conveying to the United States the lands in the reservation hereby created, 
alsq the lands in the Pacific Forest Reserve, which have been heretofore 
granted by the United States to said company, whether surveyed or unsur­
veyed, and which lie opposite said company's constructed road, said com­
pany is hAre by authorized to select an equal quantity of nonmineral public 
land, so ci!ssified as nonmineral at the time of actual Government survey 
which has been or shall be made, of the United States not reserved, and to 
which no adverse right or claim shall have attached or hav-e been initiated 
at the time of the making of such selection, lying within any State into· or 
through which the railroad of said Northern Pacific Railroad Company 
runs, to the extent of the lands so relinqui-;hed and released to the United 
States. • 

SEC. 4. That upon the filing by the said railroad company at the local land 
office of the land djstrict in which any tract of land selected in pursuance of 
this act shall lie, a list describing the tract or tracts selected and the payment 
of the fees nre~;cribed bylaw in analogous cases, and the approval of the Sec­
retary of tlie In.terior, he shall cause to be executed, in due form of law, and 
deliver to said company a patent of the United States conveying to it the 
lands so selected. In case the tract so selected shall at the time of selection 
be unsurveyed, the list filed by the company at the local land office shall de­
SCI'l.be such tract in such manner as to designate the same with a reasonable 
degree of certainty; and within the period of three months after the lands 
inclnd]ng such tract shall have been surveyed and the plats thereof filed in 
the local land office, a new selection list shall be filed by said company describ­
ing such tract accordintr to such survey; and in case such tract, as originally 
selected and described m the lists filed in t;he local land office, shall not pre­
cisely conform with the lines of the ofti.cial survey, the said company shall 
be permitted to describe snch tract anew, so as to secru·e such conformity. 

SEc. 5. Thatthemineral-land lawsoftheUnited Sta.tesareherebyextonded 
to the lands lying within the said reserve and said park. 

Amend the title so as to read: "A bill to set apart a portion of eerta.in lands 
in the State of Washington, now known as the Pacific Forest R.eserve, as a. 
public park, to be known as the Washington National Park." 

The SPEAKER. The question is on suspending the rules and 
passing the bill. 

Mr. BAILEY. I demand a second on that. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. Iaskthat a second beconsideredasordered. 
Mr. BAILEy. I object. 
The SPEAKER. Objection is made. The gentleman from 

Texas and the gentleman from Washington will take their places 
as tellers. 

Mr. BAILEY. If the gentleman will permit me, I am entirely 
willing that the United States Government shall cede this land to 
the State of Washington to be made a park. The matter lam 
objecting to is that the Federal Government undertakes to main­
tain this park after it is made. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I would like to say to the gentleman n·om 
Texas that all we are asking for in this bill is for three sections 
square of mountain land about the foot of this mountain, which 
is 16,000 feet above the sea level, snow-capped with eternal snow 
and ice fields. We ask that it be set aside, and that the people of 
my State be permitted to improve that as a park. Many people 
travel across the continent and from foreign lands to view the 
grandeur of that mountain scenery. We are simply asking that 
this matter be placed nnder the authority of the Secretary of the 
InteriOI·--

Mr. LACEY. The land has already been withdrawn as a forest 
reservation. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The land has already been withdrawn as a 
forest reservation, and we ask that the Secretary of the Interior 
be given authority to formulate regulations as to what shall be 
done in the park in the way of its improvement~ and so on. 

Mr. BAILEY. I thoroughly sympathize in the desire of the 
gentleman to obtain this land for his State, and I am more than 
willing that. he sh<>uld have double the amount; but--

Mr. DOOLITTLE. We do not ask a nickel of appropriation. 
Mr. BAILEY (continuing). I object to the See1·etary of the 

Interior becoming the keeper of a park; and I object to taxing all 
the people of the. United States to maintain a park in the State of 
Washington. If the gentleman will prepare an amendment that 
gives this land absolutely to the State of Washington I will sup­
port it. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. You understand that we are not asking for 
an approp1iation, and do not intend to ask for a nickle from this 
Govm·nment. We propose to make the necessary improvements, 
for the benefit of all the people of this country, out of our own 
pockets, every dollar of it, and are asking nothing in the way of 
appropriation. It seems to me that no fairer proposition has ever 
been made to Congress than this. 

Mr. BAILEY. The difficulty I have is that I have not learned 
how it is possible to maintain a park by any government without 
expense. 

1\lr. DOOLITTLE. I will explain-
Mr. BAILEY. If the gentleman will excuse me, this Con~ess 

ought to be advised by what has been the result in the Yellow­
stone Park. Annually we are called npon to make appropriations 
to maintain it. I will, however, a-ccept the assurance of the gen­
tleman from Washington ·that they d.o not intend to ask a dollar 

from the Government in the way of an appropriation; but I am 
willing to put it in the RECORD now that I will, in less than two 
years, remind him of it; and he agrees to have it shicken out. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Why, most assuredly. 
Mr. BAILEY. Then I withdraw the demand for a second. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I ask fQr a vote, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. LACEY. There were amendments reported by the com­

mittee. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion to suspend the 

rules and pass the bill with the amendments as reported by the 
committee. 

The question was taken; and in the opinion of the Chair, two­
thirds having voted in favor thereof, the rules were suspended 
and the bill was passed. 

UNITED STATES COURTS-TEXAS. 
Mr. BELL of Texas. ~ir. Speaker, I move to suspend thernles 

and pass the bill which I send to the desk, being a bill (H. R. 
9226) to change the time and places for holding the district and 
ch·cuit courts of the northern district of Texas. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the United States circuit and district courts for the 

northern district of Texas shall be composed of the counties hereinafter 
named, and the terms of the said courts shall be held in each year at the time 
and places as follows: 

At Dallas, in the county of Dallas, on the second Monday of January and 
the third Monday of May. 

At Waco in the county of McLennan, on the second Monday of April and 
the third Monday of November. 

At Fort Worth, in the county of Tarrant, on the first Monday of March and 
the third Monday in September. 

At Abilene, in the county of Taylor, on the third Monday of Marchand the 
third Monday in October. 

At San Angelo, in the county of Tom Green, on the fourth Monday of 
March and the first Monday inN ovember. 

SEC. 2. That all process issued against defendants residing in the counties 
of Brazos, Robertson, Leon, Limestone, Freestone, McLennan, Falls, Bell, 
Coryell. Hamilton, Bosque, Somervell, and Hill shall be returned to Waco. 
All process issued against defendants residing in the counties of Navarro-1 
J olmson, Ellis, Kaufman, Dallas, Rockwall, Hunt Collin, Denton, Cooke, ana 
Montague shall be returned to Dallas. All process issued against defendants 
r~sidin~g__~ the counties of Comanche, Ho<?d, ~ath, Tarrant, Parker, Palo 
Pmto, WISe, Clay, Jack, Young, Archer, W10hita, Wilb3.rger,Baylor, Harde· 
man, Cottle, Motley, Briscoe, Hall, Childress, Collingsworth, Donley\....Arm· 
strong, Randall, Deaf Smith, Oldham, Potter, Carson, Gray, Wheeler, Hemp­
hill, Lipscomb, Ochiltree, Roberts, Hutchinson, Hansford, Sherman, Moore, 
Hartle-y, and Dallam shall be returned to Fort ·worth. All process issued 
against defendants residing in the counties o f Eastlan.!!_, Stephens, Throck· 
morton, Shackelford, Callahan, Taylor, Jones, Haskell, Knox, Nolan, Fisher, 
Stonewall, Kent, Dickens, King. Crosby, Garza, Lubbock, ~ines, Andrews, 
:Mitchell, Scurry, Borden, Howard, Martin, and Midland shall be returned to 
Abilene. All process issued against defendants residing in the counties of 
Glasscock, Sterling, Coke, Tom Green, Crockett, Schleicher, Sutton, Irion, 
1\Iills, Runnels, Coleman, and Brown shall be returned to San Angelo. 

SEC. 3. That all actions or proceedings now pendin(r in the courts of sa.id 
district against parties residing in either of the counties from which process 
is made returnable to the courts to be held at Fort Worth, San Angelo and 
Abilene, respectively, may, on the application of either party to such actions 
or proceedings, be transferred to the court at which the said proceedings 
would be returnable as pronded in this act; and in case of such transfer all 
papers and files therein, with copies of all journal entries, shall be trans­
ferred to the office of the deputy clerk of the said court, and the same shall 
proceed in all re pects as if originally commenced in said cop.rt. 

SEc. 4. That there shall be appointed, in the manner required by law, a 
deputy cle~·k, who shall keep his office at the city of Fort Worth, and also one 
who shall keep his office at the city of Abilene, and also one who shall keep 
his office at the city of San Angelo. 

SEc. 5. That no session of the said circuit court and district court of the 
northern district of the State of Texas shall be held at the city of Graham 
after this law shall take effect, and the records of said courts shall be re­
movedfrom said town of Graham to the said town of Abilene, and the change o:f! 
the places of holding the terms of the said courts as herein provided shall not 
affect the validity of any process or any bond or other obligation heretofore 
issued or made, and the same shall be held and taken a.s returnable and other­
wise to the respective courts to which they would be retm-na.ble as provided 
after this law takes effect. 

The rules were suspended and the bill was passed. 
JOHN KEEFE. 

Mr. POOLE. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H. R. 4538) which I send to the desk. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 

authorized and directed to pay, out of any mon.ey in the Treasury not other­
wise app1·opriated, to John Keefe, of Syracuse, N.Y.\ the sum of $2201 in full 
compensatiOn for his services as engineer in the Umted States conn-house 
and post-office building in Syracuse, N.Y .• for the months of July and Au· 
gust, 1888, and from June 1 to A-ugust 17, 1889. 

The rules were suspended and the bill was passed. 
FORT BLISS MILITARY RESERV .A.TION. 

Mr. CATRON. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (S. 3206) to g1·ant a right of way through the new 
Fort Bliss Military Reservation to the El Paso and Northeastern 
Railroad Company. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc .• That there is hereby granted to the El Paso and North­

eastern Railroad Company a right of way 100 feet wide, on such route as the 
Secretary of War may designate, through the new Fort Bliss Military Reser­
vation, Tex. If said railroad shall not be builtacross said reservation within 
~~~e~!t!~~~~t after the passage of this act, this grant shall absolutely cease 

The rules were suspended and the bill was passed. 
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JAMES P. VEACH. 
Mr. FARIS. Mr. Speaker,-I move t.hat the Committee on Mili­

tary Affairs be discharged from further consideration of Senate 
joint resolution No. 138, for the relief of James P. Veach, and that 
the rules be suspended and the joint resolution be passed. 

The joint resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved~ etc.\ That the Secretary of War be, and heherebyis, empowered, 

authorizea, ana directed to cause r ecord to be made in the military history of 
James P. Veach, a privat e of Company I of the One h!mdred and nineteent h 
(Seventh Cavalry) Regiment of Indiana Volunteers, in the service of the 
United States that the said James P. Veach, having receiv~d from the Presi­
dent of the United States a full and unconditional pardon. of all military 
offenses for which he was tried and convicted by court-martial, and sentence 
of which court was promulgated January 8, 1!!66, in General Orders No. 6, 
Department of Texas, is thereby absolved from said offenses and from all the 
penalties of such offense and sentence, and is therefore entitled to an hon­
orable discharge ; and thereupon to discharge said Veach -as of the date0cto-
ber8,186~. . 

The SPEAKER. The question is on discharging the Commit­
tee on l\filitary Affairs from further consideration of the joint 
resolution and suspending the rules and passing the resolution. 

.Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Speaker, I demand a second, in order that 
W!3 may have some explanation of the resolution. 

Mr. PAYNE. I ask unanimous consent that a second be con­
sidered as ordered. 

There was no objectj.Oii. . 
Mr. FARIS. Mr. Speaker, in response to the gentleman from 

South Carolina rMr. TALBERT]., ;I des~re to say that this resolution 
was passed by the Senate at a forl:I!er session of Congress. Its 
object is simply to make effective the pardon by President Har­
rison of this soldier, who was resting :uAder a military sentence. 
This soldier enlisted in 1863 when he was 15 years old. After 
about two years of honorable service _he fell sick and left his com­
mand, and in a short time, being recovered, he voluntarily re­
turned to it , there being no record of his arrest. This was in 
October, 1865, when the soldier -believed ttle war was over, and 
when it was actually ended. He was .court-martialed, however, 
and sentenced to two years' confinement and served a part of his 
sentence, and in December, 1866, escaped and went home in Indi­
ana. This was when he was about 18 years old. He was a good 
soldier and he is a very reputable man. The records will bear 
out the statements which I make in relation to him as a soldier in 
the eervice, and subsequently as a citizen. This joint resolution 
carries no appropriation whatever. It simply authorizes the Sec­
retary of War to make effective the President's pardon and issue 
to this soldier an honorable discharge. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I wonder what this soldier's merito­
rious services were and where they were performed in 1866. 

Mr. BISHOP. He had been for some years in the Army. 
Mr. LOUD. He could not have been many years in the Army, 

if he was only 18 years of age when this trial took place, unless he 
was born there. rLaughter.l 

Mr. FARIS. The report shows that he enlisted in September, 
1863. . 

Mr. LOUD. And he was only 18 years of age at the time of the 
trial? 

Mr. FARIS. He was only 15 when he enlisted, and he was 
about 18 at the time of the court-martial. 

Mr. LOUD. This court-martial was in 1866. 
Mr. FARIS. It may have been early in that year, but it was 

long after the offense was committed. He was down in Texas in 
the service before that. 

Mr. LOUD. Permit me to say that soldiers who deserted dur­
ing the _war were not tried in 1866. The President's proclamation 
pardoned them all. · 

Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Speaker, if I remember the case correctly, 
this soldier enlisted as a recruit some time about 1863 or 1864, with 
t_he expectation of serving ·only until the end of the term of serv­
ice of the regiment in which he was placed as a recruit. When 
the war was over they took him, with some others, and sent them 
down on the Mexican border. He remained there until1866, when 
he got sick and went to New Orleans. He then went back, and 
some time afterwards he was tried for going to New Orleans when 
he was sick. Upon that trial he was convicted and sentenced. 
The President of the United States thought an injustice had been 
done him and granted him a pardon, but that does not give him an 
honorable discharge, and this joint resolution simply directs that 
he be given an honorable discharge. 

Mr. LOUD. Why not bring in a billatoncegrantingapension 
to this man? That is evidently what he wants. 

Mr. BISHOP. Well, I think his service in the Army from the 
time he was 16 until he was 18 years old, two years, would prob­
ably entitle him to a pension; and for one I should be perfectly 
willing to give it to him. 

Mr. LOUD. Why not be consistent and go right at it at once? 
Mr. PAYNE. We can not do it all in so short a time. The gen­

tleman wants us to work too fast. [Laughter.] 
Mr. LOUD. That course would save time. 
Mr. FARIS. 1\Ir. Speaker, I ask for a vote. 

The ·question being taken, the· motion of Mr: FARIS to suspend 
the rules, discharge the Committee on Military Affairs from fur­
ther consideration thereof, and pass the joint resolution was agreed 
to , two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 

:Mr. FARIS. Mr. Speaker, there is on the House Calendar a 
resolution (H. Res.161) which has been favorably reported by the 
House Committee on Military Affairs. As it is exactly similar in 
its provisions to the Senate joint resolution just passed, I move 
that it be laid on the table. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 
BRIDGE ACROSS ST. LOUIS RIVER. 

Mr. HARTMAN. I move to slispend the rules and pass the bill 
which I send to the desk. 

The bill (H. R. 8321) to authorize the county of St. Louis, in the 
State of Minnesota, to build or authorize the building of a foot 
and wagon bridge across the St. Louis River between Minnesota · 
and Wisconsin, at a point near Fond du Lac, in said State of 
Minnesota, was read. 

The question being taken, the motion to suspend the 1·ules and 
pass the bill was agreed to, two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 

BURIALS AT NATIONAL CEMETERIES. 
Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I move to suspend the rules 

and pass the bill (H. R. 8443)) to amend section 4878 of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to burials in national cemeteries. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
as~~ ~~e~a;:!~be;~s:That section 4878 of the Revised Statutes be amended so 

" SEc. 4878. All soldiers, sailors, or marines dying in the service of the 
United States, or dying in a destitute condition aft~r having been honorably 
discharged from the service, or who served during the late war, either in the 
regula r or volunteer for ces, may be buried in any national cemet ery free of 
cost . The production of the honorable discharge of a deceased man shall be 
sufficient authority for the superintendent of any cemetery to permit the 
interment. Army nurses honorably discharged from their serviCe as such 
may be buried in any"nationa.l cemetery; and if in a destitute .condition, free 
of cost. The Secretary of War is authorized to issue certificates to those 
army nurses entitled to such burial. " 

-Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. The only change which this 
bill proposes to make in existing law is to permit army nurses 
regularly discharged and so certified by the Secretary of War to 
be buried in national-cemeteries. 

Mr. HULICK. Does the bill require the presentation of the 
discharge before authority is granted for bwial in a national 
cemetery? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. There must be a certificate 
froni the Secretary of War. 

Mr. HULICK. Suppose there is other authority. 
Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. The other evidenc~ whatever 

it may be, must be presented to the Secretary of War, and he will 
furnish the certificate. This bill applies only to army nurses. 

The question being taken, the motion of Mr. BAKER of New 
Hampshire to suspend the rules and pass the bill was agreed to, 
two-thirds voting in favor the_reof. 

SUBPORTS OF ENTRY, ETC., IN FLORIDA. 
Mr. COOPER of Florida. I move to suspend the rules, and 

pass the bill (8. 1767) to provide for subparts of entry and delivery 
in the State of Florida. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be i t enacted, etc., That such places in the collection districts in the State 

of Florida. as the Secre tary of the Treasury may from time to t ime designate 
shall be subports of entry and delivery, and customs officers shall be 
stationed at such subports, wit h authorit y to enter and clear vessels. receive 
duties, fees, and other moneys, and perfor m such other services and r eceive 
such compen...<:ation as, in the judgment of the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
exigencies of commerce may require. 

SEC. 2. That all acts or parts of acts in conflict with the provisions of this 
act are hereby repealed. 

Mr. LOUD. I demand a second on this motion, in order that 
we may have an explanation of the measure. · 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. I can explain it to the gentleman in 
a few moments. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, a second will be consid­
ered as ordered. 

There was no objection. 
:Mr. COOPER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, this bill has been unan­

imously reported from the Committee on Ways and Means. In 
consequence of the extension of a railroad down the Atlantic coast 
of Florida there has been a development of commerce with the 
Bahamas, .the West Indies, etc., and thus there has arisen a need 
for several subparts of entry. This is a Senate bill, and has been 
passed by that body. The suggestion was made (and it was ap­
proved by the Committee on Commerce) that the shortest way of 
meeting the demands of the present case would be to pass this 
bill , which simply authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to 
establish these subparts at the needed points . . 

Mr. LOUD. I should like to ask the gentleman from :Maine 
rMr. DL.'WLEY], the chairman of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, whether he thinks it advisable that the Secretary of the 
Treasury be empowered to establish subparts of entry wherever, 
in his judgment, he may see fit to do so. 
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Mr. DINGL~Y. Such legislation as this is ordinarily undesir­

able. It has been adopted in the case of Alaska-
Mr. COOPER of Florida. And Washington. 
Mr. DINGLEY. And in the case of the. State of Washington. 

The justification for legislation of this kind arises from peculiar 
circumstances where the ports in a given State for the transaction 
of this class of business are changing in consequence· of peculiar 
conditions. Under such circumstances measures of this kind are 
resorted to as a temporary expedient. In the case of Florida, the 
establishment of lines to Cuba and various other points · brings 
about a continual change in the requirements of trade; so that on 
confeTence with the Treasury Department, it was thought best to 
give this exceptional authority in the case of Florida, which has 
been given in the case of Washington and Alaska, until the reg­
ular conditions of trade should settle down. Hence the Commit­
tee on Ways and Means believed it justifiable to give this author­
ity, which is exceptional, of course, and ought not ordinarily to 
be given. 

Mr. LOUD. Would it not be wise to insert in the bill a proviso 
that the number of officials shall not be increased? Surely the 
commerce of Florida is not growing so rapidly as to require the 
appojntment of new officials. If the current of business is chang­
ing, I realize that there may be need for new subparts of entry 
and delivery. But this is a grea~ discreti~nary power which it is 
proposed to lodge in the hands of the Secretary of ~he Treasury. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Under existing law the Secretary of the Treas­
ury has authority to appoint as many of these subordinate officials 
as may be necessary for the transaction of the public business, so 
that as far as that matter is concerned-this bill confers no addi­
tional power. On the whole, under the peculiar circumstances, 
the committee thought it advisable to give the authority contem­
plated by the bill. 

Mr. LOUD. If the gentleman from Maine can stand it I can. 
He is going to stay here longer than I am. 

Mr. DINGLEY. In that respect there is no change in existing 
law. There is no limit now. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass the bill. 

The question was taken; and two-thirds having voted in favor 
thereof, the ru1es were suspended and the bill passed. 

LOSSES BY POSTMASTERS, ETC. 

- Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the ru1es 
and pass the bill I send to the desk. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 9447) to amend section 1 of an act entitled "An act authorizing 
the Postmaster-General to adjust certain claims of postmasters for loss 
by burglaries, fire, or other unavoidable casualties," approved May 9, 1888. 
Be it enacted, etc., That the first proviso in section 1 of said act be so 

amended as to read as follows: 
"Provided, That no claim exceeding the sum of $10,000 shall be paid or 

credited until after the facts shall have been ascertained by the Postma.<>ter­
General and reported to Congress, together with his recommendation 
thereon, and an appropriation made therefor." 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I demand a second. 
Mr. CONNOLLY. I ask that a second be considered as ordered. 
Mr. LOUD. I have no objection to that. 
A second was ordered. 
Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, this bill simply amends the 

section of the statute which now authorizes the settlement of that 
kind of claims in the Post-Office Department where the amount 
involved does not exceed $2,000. As a result, every burglary of a 
post-office, which has been investigated by the Department, or 
loss of any kind arising in the post-offices without fau1t on the 
part of the postmaster, if the amount stolen is less than $2,000, is 
settled at the Department at once; but if it exceeds that sum, · say 
J2,001, the postmaster must come to Congress and wait until a bill 
is passed for his relief. As a resu1t of that, there are not less than 
a dozen or fifteen bills now pending for such claims, that have 
been recommended by the Department. 

The purpose of this act is to change the limit fixed by the law 
from $2,000 to $10,000, so that the great bulk of the claims inves­
tigated by the Department, which they would settle if they had 
authority, ~ay be settled when the limit is so raised. 

The chairman of the Post-Office Committee understands the 
situation; he has examined the amendment to the law, and other 
gentlemen who are interested in it have also examined it, and 
there seems to be no objection to it so far as I am aware. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say in favor 
of the passage of this bill that I have a case coming directly un­
der the provision of the proposed amendment, in which case the 
committee bave reported favorably upon a bill for the allowance 
to Mr. James A. Sexton, the late postmaster of Chicago, of the 
sum of $3,757.05 on account of funds stolen from his office in 1893. 
The report of Mr. Bissell, the Postmaster-General, which was made 
in 1894, uses this language: · 

Being sati<>fied from the evidence that t!le loss r esulted from no fault or 
negligence on the f:rt of said postmast er , I respect fully recommP.nd the 
Ef':f'~e~0~~t.t aut orizing the credit claimed and makin({ appropriation 

A complete examination and investigation of the case was made. 
by the inspectors of the Post-Office Department, and the postmas­
ter having gone out of office there is no way in which he can. 
settle his final accounts aside from a special act for his relief, un- · 
less some such provision as this is adopted, whereby the limit: 
shall be raised above the amount now fixed by law to such an ex­
tent as to cover the amount of his loss. 

I heartily approve of the bill, as it simply places it in the power 
of the Postmaster-General to pass on such cases promptly when 
on a thorough investigation he ascertains that there is no fault. 
resting upon the .postmaster whereby the funds are lost, stolen~ ' 
or otherwise destroyed. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman from illinois allow an 
inquiry? 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Certainly. 
Mr. BINGHAM. In this proposed change of the statute js it_ 

simply a change of the limit from two to ten thousand dollars, the 
wording of the statute in other respects remaining the same? 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Precisely. The word" two" is stricken out 
and'' ten" inserted. That is the only change. · · 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, just a word on this matter. Whil& 
I demanded a second, I have no objection to the bi11 proposed by 
the gentleman from illinois, and think it ought to pass. But still 
the House shou1d know before it is passed exactly what is con- ' 
tained therein. This bill, of course, will extend the law or make­
it retroactive for fifteen years. I think the House should· be in 
possession of the facts. It v.rill take every claim that is now pend_­
ing before Congress, or that is not pending before Congress, ba-ck 
for fifteen years preceding 1882. Not fifteen years back of the> 
present date, but, as I understand, in amending the act of 1882, 
which this does, that act extends back a period of fifteen years~ 
and this act passed in 1896, as we passed it, of course, wou1d ex­
tend it back, I think, fifteen years prior to 1882. 

Mr. HILL. Why shou1d it not? 
Mr. COOKE of illinois. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call the atten­

tion of the gentleman from California [Mr. LouD] to the fact 
that the act which is amended by the pending bill provides, it is­
true, that· only those claims which accrued within fifteen years. 
prior to March 17, 1882, should be covered by the act, but it als() 
contains a proviso which is not disturbed by the bill now perid-' 
ing, which proviso is as follows: 

And no claims for losses which may hereafter accrue shall be allowed 
unless presented within six months from the time the loss occurred. 

It seems to me that is an-ample provision for the protection of 
the Post-Office Department concerning any old claims which have-
not been pre~entoo. _ · · 

Mr. LOUD. Possibly it is. There is a question about it. As 
I sai~, Mr. Speaker, I. do not propose to oppose the bi11. I think 
it is a meritorious one, beeause I am satisfied ·that the Post-Office 
Department is more competent to investigate these claims, and to 
judge as to whether they ought to be paid, than Congress is.. I 
am perfectly willing to allow the Department to investigate those 
cases. But while I am on my feet I can not refrain from offering 
this suggestion, that there are a great many laws that need 
amending, but there is one in particu1ar, and that is the law 
relating to lost checks. The limit, as I understand it, is now 
$2,500, and that law needs amendment more than this one does. 
I will say that there are several other bills amending the postal 
laws which, in my opinion, will be of great benefit to the Gov­
ernment. This bill of course can only be of great benefit to the 
claimants. There are a great many bills before Congress which 
wou1d aid very materially the better management of the Post­
Office Department, and while I congratu1ate the gentleman from 
illinois [Mr. COOKE] who has written this bill within the last 
hour, on the alacrity with which he has brought it before the 
House, and on the alacrity with which he has gained recognition, 
I do still feel that if bills of this character, where there is no on& 
especially interested except the claimants, can receive the atten­
tion of Congress, it wou1d have been better for Congress to have­
turned its attention to such matters of legislation as would have. 
improved the service. 

I hope this bill will pass. 
Two-thirds voting in favor thereof, the rules were suspended 

and. the bill passed. 

BRIDGE ACROSS THE ARKANSAS RIVER. 

·Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H. R. 5482) authorizing the Cleveland Bridge 
Company to construct a bridge across theArkansasRiverbetween. 
Pawnee County, Okla., and the Osage Indian Reservation. 

The bill was read. It provides that the Cleveland Bridge Com­
pany, a corporation duly organized and existing under the laws­
of the Territory of Oklahoma, and its successors or assigns, be, 
and is hereby, authorized to construct and maintain a bridge and 
approaches thereto across the Arkansas River between a point in 
Pawnee County and the Osage Indian Reservation, in the Terri­
tory of Oklahoma, on section 9, township 21 east, of range 8 east. 
Said bridge shall be constructed to provide for the passage of 
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wagons and vehicles of all kinds, for the transit of animals, ~oot 
passengers, and all kinds of commerce, travel, ~nd commnmca­
tions and said corporation may charge and rece1ve such reason­
able tolls therefor as may be permitted by the laws of the Terri­
tory of Oklahoma. 

Two-thirds voting in favor thereof, the rules were suspended 
and the bill passed. 

ARTHUR P. SELBY. 

Mr. JOY. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill (S. 261) for the relief of Arthur P. Selby. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed 

to pay to Arthur P. Selby the sum of ~46. being a~ a~ount paid into the 
Treasury by said Selby, as clerk of the Urnted States Circuit court of the east­
ern district of Missouri, by mistake on his part and on the part of the account­
ing officers of the Government. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I understand that there is a letter from the 
Comptroller stating the facts in this case. 

Mr. JOY. Yes. 
Mr. DINGLEY. I suggestthatthatletterbe put in the RECORD. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read. . 
The Clerk read as follows: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF COMPTROLLER OF THE TREASURY, 

Washington, D. a., Decembe1· 6, 1895. 
Sm: I am in receipt of your letter of the 3d instant inclosing a C?OPY of. the 

report of the Committee on Claims of the House .of Representatives (fifty­
second Congress, first session" Report 1069, Aprill3, 1892), on the cl::um of 
Arthur P. Selby, late clerk of tne United States circuit court for the _easte:n 
district of M"ISSOuri. You ask whether said report states the facts of said claim 
and whether there. is any appropriation from which it can be refunded. 

On March 6, 1886, the First Comptroller stated the emolument account of 
the clerk for the calendar_year 1885 by report 95797, and found that a balance 
of~ 400 70 was due to the United States, arising principally from the fact that 
the Attorney-General had approved his expenditures for clerk hire in the 
sum of $3 000 for the year when, according to his vouchers, he had expended 
$4 9!6 Ill his letter of June 2, 1886, to the First Comptroller, the Attorney­
~nei-al stated that Mr. Selby's allowance for clerk hire is $4,000 instead of 
53,000 as the DeJ>artment of Justice had authorized the former amount by 
letter of August 4,1885. Thereupon the First _Comptroller stated a s_upple­
mental emolument account (No. 97571) allo~g l\fr. Selby the additi<?nal 
credit, reducing his balance to ·1,400.70. This latter balance was deposited 
by Mr. Selby June 29, 1886, and covered into the Tr~ury, and his a~ount of 
emoluments for calendar year 1885 was closed by First Comptroller s report 
98§-'~far as the records of this Department show, the facts in the caso o.re as 
stated in the coln.mittee's report. 

There is now no appropriation from which said claim, amounting to $946, 
could be paid. 

Respectfully, yours, R. B. BOWLER, aomptroUer. 
1\fr. THO. C. FLETCHER., 

.Attorney for estate of .A1·thur P. Selby, deceased, 
11 Sun Building, Washington, D. a. 

Two-thirds voting in favor thereof, the rules we1·e suspended 
and the bill passed. 

PRINTING OF NICARAGUA CANAL REPORT. 

Mr. CIDCKERING. Mr. Speaker, I wish to present a privi­
leged report from the Committee on Printing. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Your coln.mittee, having had under consideration the resolu_tio1;1 for print­

ing 10,000 copies of the ~earings before the Inte!state and Foreign Commerce 
Coln.mittee upon the Nicaragua Canal, report m favor of the passage of the 

sa._ife~"olved, That there be printed 10,000_ copies of the he~iugs before the In­
terstate and ll'oreign Commerce Comrmttee upon the Nicaragua Canal, 3,000 
copies for the use of the Senate and 7,000 for the use of the House. 

The Tesolution was agreed to. 
PROTECTION OF FOREST RESERVATIONS. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the 
ru1es and pass the bill (H. R. 119) to protect forest reservations. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it en acted, etc., That the ob~ects for which public forest reservations shall 

be established under the provisiOns of the act approved Marc?- 3, 1891, s"!Iall be 
to protect and improve the forests fo_r the_purpose. o! securmg a. continuous 
supply of timber tor the people and ~urmg eonditi?ns fnv:orabl~ to ":a~r 
flow. And it is not the purpose of this act to authoriZ~ t?-e mclnsiO? Within 
such forest reservations of lands more valuable for mmmg or agricultural 
purposes than for the timber thereon. 

SEc. 2. That the Secretary of the Interior shall make such rules and regu­
lations and shall establish such service as shall be required to regulate the 
occupancy and use of forest reservations which have been heretofore, or 
shall be hereafter, created under the said act of March 3, 1891, and to preserve 
the timber and other natural resources, and such natural wonders and 
curiosities and game as may be therein, from injury, waste, fiz:e, spoliation, 
or other destruction: PrO'IJided, That all such forest reservations shall ba 
controlled and administered in accordance with the provisions of this act and 
the rule and regulations so prescribed hereunder; and all acts and parts of 
acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act. and the rules and regula­
tions prescribed the1·eunder are hereby repealed m so far as the same relate 
to public lands embraced within such forest reseFvations. 

SEC. 3. That for the purpose of preserving a sufficient supply of living a~d 
~owing timbe1· and facilitating its growth, and with a view to proper util­
IZation of same, the Secretary of the Interior may, under. rules and regula­
tions prescribed by him., permit the cutting, re~oval, and diSJJO~l <?f so much 
of the dead or"ID.ature timber on such reservations as may, 1n h1s JUdgme:;tt, 
be expedient. That in disposing of such timber the Secretary of the Intenor 
shall cause the same to be properly marked and designated, and th~reaf~r 
appraised and advertised for sale to residents of the State or Terr1tory m 
which the lands to be cut upon are situated. Such advertisement shall be 
made for not less than thirty days in a newspaper of general circulation 

throughout the State or Territory in which the said lands are situated, and 
like publication shall also be made, for the same period, in a newspaper pub· 
lished in the county or counties in which the lands lie. Such advertisement 
shall offer the timber for sale at not less than the appraised value and in limited 
quantities to each purchaser, specifying that payments therefor shall be made 
to the receiver of public moneys of the local land office of the district wherein 
the said timber is situated, subject to conditions prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Interior. No timber so purchAsed shall be removed until payment in 
full therefor has been made and receipt for such payment has issued by the 
receiver of public moneys. And no timber shall be either cut or removed un­
der the foregoing provisions of this section except under such rules and regu­
lations as the Secretary of the Interior may prescribe. The proceeds of all 
such sales shall be accounted for by the receiver of public moneys in a sepa­
rate account, and shall be covered into the Treasury of the United States as a 
f)pecial fund, to be expanded in the care and management of public forest res­
ervations under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior or as Congress 
may provide. 

SEc. 4. That in behalf of miners, prospectors, agricultur1sts1.and other bona 
fide settlers occupying lands within or near forest reservati.ons, who have 
not a sufficient amount of timber on their own claims or lands for use in de­
veloping the natural resources of same or for firewood fencing, or building 
purposes, that the Secretary or the Interior may permit such parties, under 
rules and regulations prescribed by him. to procure from the public lands 
within sueh reservations, free of charge, so much timber as may be needed 
for their own individual use in developing the natural resources of their own 
claims or lands, or for firewoodJ f~!lcing, and building purposes. 

SEC. 5. That nothing herein s.nau be construed to prohibit in any wise any 
person or persons from free ingress and egress in respect to such reserva­
tions, or from crossing the same. or from constructing through the same 
necessary wagon roads: Provided further, That a strict compliance with the 
statutes and rules and regulations thereunder governing such reservations 
is-observed. 

SEC. 6. Tha.t the settlers and other residents within the boundaries of such 
reservations or in the vicinity thereof may maintain schools, churches, and 
cemeteries within such reservations; and for that purpose may occupy any 
of the unappropriat-ed and unoccupied lands in ~aid reservations, not exceed· 
ing 10 acres for each school building and for each cemeterv. 

SEc. 7. That nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit the use of any 
and all water on such reservations for power, domestic purposes, or for gen­
eral irrigation purposes, under the laws of the St-ate or Territory wherein 
such reservations are situated. 

SEC. 8. That in cases in which a tract covered by an unperfected bona fide 
claim or by a patent is included within the limits of a public forest reserva­
tion, the settler or owner thereof may, if he desireB to do so, relinquish the 
tract to the Government, and max select in lieu thereof a tract of vacant 
land open to settlement not exceeding in area the tract covered by his claim 
or patent; and no charge shall be made in such cases for making the entry of 
record or issuing the patent to cover the tract selected: Provided further, 
That in cases of unperfected claims the requirements of the laws respecting 
settlement, residence, improvements, etc., are complied with on the new 
claims, credit being allowed for the time spent on the relinquished claims. 

SEc. 9. That all public lands withdrawn from settlement and entry for such 
forest reservations which, upon due P.xamination by personal inspection on 
the part of a competent person or persons, appointed or detailed for that pur­
pese by the Secretary of the Interior, shall be found to be more valuable for 
mining or agricultural pury>osesthan for forest uses, shall be duly restored to 
entry under the general rmning or settlement laws. The restoration to entry 
of such withdrawn lands shall be made only after due publication or procla­
mation of restoration by the President, based UJ)on recommendation by the 
SeCI·eta.ry of the Interior. Publication in such cases shall be made for not less 
than sixty daysin two papers published nearest the lands in question, and 
which are of daily issue and of general circulation in the State or Territory 
wherein the said lands lie: Pmvided further, That pro~ectors and mineral 
claimants shall have free access to such forest reservatiOns for the purpose 
of prospecting, locating., an<! developin~ the mineral resources thereof, and 
that title to mineral claims may be acqmred in the same manner as upon other 
mineral lands of the United States. 

SEC. 10. That any person who shall willfully set fire or cause to be set fire 
to any timber upon any public forest reservation, or shap. negligently leave 
or suffer fire to burn unattended near any such reservation, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, be fined in a sum not less than 
$50 nor more than $5,000, or be imprisoned not more than two years, or both. 

SEC. 11. That any person who shall build a camp fire other fire in any pub­
lic forest reservation shall, before brea~g camp or leaving the same, totally 
extinguish such fire. Any person failing to do so shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of 
not le s than $25 or more than $1,000, or imprisoned not more than one year, 
or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

SEC. 12. That the State or Territory wherein such forest reservations are 
situated shall have civil and criminal jm·isdiction over persons within such 
reservations. 

Amend the title so as to read: "A bill to protect and administer public for­
est reservations." 

The SPEAKER. The question: is on suspending the rnles and 
passing the bill as read. 

Mr. TERRY. For the purpose of obtaining information, I de­
mand a second. 

Mr. LACEY. I ask that a second be considered as ordered. 
The SPEAKER. Without objection, a second will be considered 

as Ol'dered.. rAfter a pause.] The Chair hears none. 
Mr. TERRY. I would like to ask the gentleman from Colorado 

if this is the bill that was prepared or revised by my colleague, 
Mr. McRAE? 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Yes, sir; it is. 
Mr. LACEY. The bill is the joint work of Mr. McRAE, the 

Forestry Commission, the Land Office, and the Committee on Pub­
lic Lands. It is a bill that has been prepared with a great deal of 
labor, and covers the question of the preservation and manage­
ment of the fol'est reservations. 

Mr. ELLIS. And has the approval of all the members of the 
committee and members from the public-land States. 

Mr. HERMANN. It embrace-s the Senate amendments pre­
pared at the last session. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. It is the same bill that passed the Senate 
last session, but failed to pass the House. 

Mr. HERMANN. It meet..q the approval of all the members 
from the public-land States. 
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The SPEAKER. The question is on suspending the rules and 

passing the bill. 
The question was taken; and in the opinion of the Chair, two­

thirds having voted in favor thereof, the rules were suspended 
and the bill was passed. 

Th'"TERXATIONAL EXPOSITION .A.T OMAH.A., NEBR. 

Mr. MERCER. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill S. 1306. Inasmuch as the bill has been read o~l.Ce 
in this legislative day, I ask unanimous consent that the readmg 
be disl>ensed with. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks unanimous consent to 
dispense with the reading of the bill. Is there objection? . [After 
a pause.] The Chair hears none. The Clerk will report the 
title of the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S.1306) to authorize and encourage the holding of a transmississippi 

and international exposition at the city of Omaha, in the State of Nebraska, 
in the year 18!18. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on suspending the rules and 
passing the bill. 

The question was taken; and in the o-pinion of the Chair, two­
thirds having voted in favor thereof, the rules were suspended 
and the bill was passed. 

LAYING SUBWAYS IN THE DISTRICT OF O:OLUMBIA. 

:Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the resolution which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That a subcomroitteeconsistingofthreemembers of the Commit­

tee on the District of Columbia, to be appointed by the Speaker, be, and 
they are hereby, authorized to sit during the recess of Congress, at f!!UCh 
times and places as they may deem ad vi sable, for the purpose o! investigat­
ing the subject of the laying of subways in the streets, roads, avenues, and 
alleys of the District of Columbia, as recommended by the Commissioners 
of said District in the letter of the president of the Board of District Com­
missioners transmitted to the chairman of the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, under date of February ll, 1800, and as provided for by the bill 
(H. R. 5920) accompanying said letter, with authority to summon witnesses, 
to send for persons and papers, to administer oaths, to employ a stenog­
rapher, and such clerical and other assistants as may be necessary, the ex­
pense of such investigation to be paid from the contingent fund of the House, 
but not to exceed the sum of $2,000, said committee to make a full report of 
the proceedinl!S of such investigation and their opinions thereon to the House 
of Representatives on the 1st day of December, 1896. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on suspending the ru1es and 
agreeing to the resolution. • 

The question was taken; and in the opinion of the Chair, two­
thirds having voted in favor thereof, the rules were suspended 
and the resolution was agreed to. 

MOBILE .A.ND OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the ru1es 
and pass the bill (S. 2943) to authorize the construction of a bridge 
across the Warrior River by the Mobile and Ohio Railroad Com­
pany. 

The bill was read at length. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on suspending the ru1es and 

passing the bill. 
The question was taken; and in the opinion of the Chair, two­

thirds having voted in favor thereof, the rules were suspended 
and the bill was passed. 

BRIDGE .ACROSS THE ALABAMA RIVER. 

Mr. STALLINGS. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill which I send to the desk, beiJ;tg the bill (S.2945) 
to amend an act approved August 6, 1888, entitled "An act to au­
thorize the construction of a bridge across the Alabama River." 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the rights, powers, and privileges granted to the 

Alabama Great Northwestern Railway Company by the act of Congress en­
titled "An act to authorize the construction of a brldge across the Alabama 
River," and approved AugllSt &, 1888, be, and the same are hBreby, in all re­
spects extended to and vested in the Mobile and Ohio Railroad Company. 

SEc. 2. That the time within which said railway company was authorized 
to complete the construction of said brid~e, which construction has already 
been begun in accordance with the proviswns of said act, be, and the same is 
hereby, extended for tm·ee years from the date of the passage of this a.ct. 

The rules were suspended and the bill was passed. 
BRIDGE .ACROSS THE CA.HA..BA RIVER. 

:Mr. STALLINGS. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rnles 
and pass the bill which I send to the desk, being the bill (S. 2944) 
to authorize the construction of a bridge across the Cahaba River, 
in Bibb County, Ala., by the Mobileand Ohio Railroad Company. 

The bill was read at length. 
The ru1es were suspended and the bill was passed. 

CAPT. JAMES REGAN. 

Mr. FISCHER. Mr. ·Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (S. 1011) for the relief of Capt. James Regan, United 
States Army. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the proper accounting officers of the Treasury are 

hereby authorized and directed to credit the account of Capt. James Regan, 
Ninth United States Infantry, as first lieutenant and regimental quartermas­
ter-of said regiment, for a shortage of subsistence stores at Fort D. A. Russell, 

occasioned by the dishonesty of Com. Sergt. James Boling, without mio;;con­
duct on the part of said Regan, 'vith the sum of $2,455.82, and said Regan is 
discharged from paying the same. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the mot.ion to suspend the 
rules and pass the bill. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, I ask for a second, in order that we 
may have some explanation of this bill. -

By unanimous consent, a second was considered as ordered. 
Mr. FISCHER. The case in brief is this: Captain Regan was 

commissary of stores at the point mentioned in the bill, Fort D. 
A. Russell. He was detailed by the War Department to act on a 
court-martial which took him a long distance from his post, some 
300 miles, which he was compelled to travel on horseback. He 
was absent for about a month, and when he returned he found 
this sergeant had absconded and had left this shortage. Legally 
and technically Captain Regan was responsible, but the loss was 
not due in any degree to his dishonesty, but to that of the ser­
geant, who has ever since evaded justice. Captain Regan is now 
an old man, without means to make good this money, and the 
claim is a cloud upon his life and his record. . 

. Mr. LITTLE. I will ask the gentleman whether this bill pro­
vides for a pension? [Laughter.] 

Mr. FISCHER. No, sir. Captain Regan is already on the Army 
roll. He is an.__old man and desires to be 1·etired. He has not a 
dollar and can not possibly make good this shortage. 

Mr. BLUE. Was there any other commissioned officer at that 
post who could have been detailed to this duty when Captain 
Regan was absent? 

Mr. FISCHER. The War Department ordered him away from 
his post on court-martial duty. 

Mr. BLUE. That does not answer my question. 
Mr. FISCHER. The commandant of the post was there. 
1\lr. BLUE. Wby was not some commissioned officer detailed 

to take this captain's place while he was absent? 
Mr. FISCHER. That 1 do not know. He was not responsible 

for it, however. He was only a junior officer himself. 
A MEMBER. What committee has reported this bill? 
Mr. FISCHER. The Committee on Military Affairs of the Sen­

ate. Captain Regan was. certainly entirely innocent in the prem­
ises. As I have stated, he was away when this sergeant absconded. 

Mr. LOUD. Has this bill been up for consideration before? 
Mr. FISCHER. Yes, sir; and it has passed two Congresses, and 

has been reported favorably by the subcommittee No. 5 of the 
Committee on Military Affa:h·s. I ask for a vote. 

The rules were suspep_ded and the bill was passed. 
Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now take 

a recess until 3 o'clock p. m. 
The motion was agreed to; and the House accordingly (at 1 

o'clock and 54 minutes) took a recess until 3 p. m. _ 
The rece.ss having expired, the House resumed its session. 

MESS.A.GE FROM THE SE..~ATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed bills of the following titles; 
in which the concurrence of the House was requested: 

A bill (S. 525) for the relief of Thomas Guinean, of Oregon; 
A bill (S. 2054) for the relief of Rinaldo P. Smith, of Balti­

more, Md.; and 
A bill (S. 284.0) to incorporate the East Washington Heights 

Traction Railway Company, of the District of Colm;nbia. 
A further message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its 

clerks, announced that the Senate had passed without amendment 
the-bill (H. R. 9253) to amend an act approved August 19, 1890, 
entitled "An act to adopt regulations for preventing collisions at 
sea." 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed resolu­
tions of the following titles; in which the concurrence of the House 
was requested: 

Resoh:ed by the Senate (the House of Representatives concun"ing), That there 
be pl'inted and bound 60,000 extra copies of the report of the Joint Commit­
tee on tbe Dedication of the Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Park; 
18,000 copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, 6,000 CQpies 
for the Senate, 1,000 copies for the National Park Co:m:mission to supply the 
twenty-eight State commissions, and 500 copies for the Secretary of War to 
supply the governors of the States, and 100 copies for each speaker at the 
dedication. 

Also: 
Resolved by the Senate (the Hottse of Rep1·esentatives concurring), That there 

be printed 5,000 copies of Senate Miscellaneous Document No. 274, Fifty-third 
Congress, sec.ond session, Proceedings of the Berlin Silver Commission of 
1894, with index, 3,000 to be for the use of the House of Representatives and 
2,000 for the use of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed with-
out amendment the following resolution: · 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate conctwring), That the 
Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, authorized and directed to 
resume work upon and to issue patents to the Union Pacific Railway Com­
pany without delay to all lands which have been sold by said company to bona. 
fide purchasers: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed 
as waiving auy right that the United States may have to declare a forfeiture 
as to the lands which have not been so sold by said company: Provided, That 
the words " bona fide purchasers " herein contained shall not be held to ilL· 
elude the holders of l&nds secured by mortgage on such land grant. 
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The message also an~ounced that the Senate had insisted upon l Mr. RICHARDSON. Wh~t_ committee-has reported this reso­
its amendments to the bill (H. R. 9409) making appropriations to lution? 
supply deficiencies in the appropriations for expenses of the House Mr. SHERMAN. A provision similar to this is contained in 
of Representatives, and for other purposes, for the fiscal year 1896, the Indian appropriation bill of this year; but that provision does 
numbered 2, disagreed to by the House of Representatives, had not cover certain persons who have taken out homestead reserva­
asked a conference with the House on the disagreeing votes of the tions under a special act passed, I think, in 1881. This affects a. 
two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. HALE, Mr. ALLISON, comparatively few people who are in a similar condition to those 
·and Mr. COCKRELL as the conferees on the part of the Senate. covered by the provision in the Indian appropriation bill. This 

A further message· from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its involves no appropriation. · 
clerks, announced that the Senate had passed without amend- Mr. LACEY. Does this affect only the lands being sold for the 
ment the bill (H. R. 180) to make the city of Erie, Pa., a port of benefit of the Indians, or does it affect also lands which have been 
immediate tranSportation. sold and the proceeds covered into the Treasury? 

The message also announced that the Senate had agreed to the Mr. SHERMAN. Both, as I understand. 
report of the committee of conference on the-disagreeing votes of Mr. LACEY. What committee has examined this joint reso-
the two Houses on the amendments of the Senate to the bHl (H. R. lution? 
5210) making appropriations to provide for the expenses of the Mr. SHERMAN. This particular resolution ha.s not been ex­
governme-nt of the DiStrict of Columbia for the fiscal year ending amined by ~ny committee; but the subject has been examined by 

· June.30, 1897, and for other purposes, had disagreed to the amend- the Committee on Indian Affairs; and, as I have•stated, a provi­
ment of the House to the amendment of the Senate numbered 99; sion similar to this is contained in the general appropriation bill. 

_ had still further insisted upon its amendments numbered 99,100, Mr. LACEY. Then it involves two classes of lands, a part of 
17!, 172,173,174,175,176,177,178,179,180,181,182,183,184,185,186, which would come within the jurisdiction of the Committee on 
187,18 , 189,190,191,193,194,195, disagreed to by the House of Rep- Public Lands and another part under the jurisdiction of the Com­
resentati\es; had agreed to the further conference asked by the mittee on Indian Affairs? 
House of Representatfves on the disagreeing votes of the two Mr. SHERMAN. It covers both questions, as I understand. 
Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. TELLER, Mr. ALLISON, The question being taken, the rules were suspended and the 
and Mr. CocKRELL as the conferees on the part of the Senate. joint resolution was passed, two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 

A further message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its SILAS P. KELLER. 
clerks, announced that t4e Senate ~ad passed the bill (S. 3058) to Mr. VAN HORN. I move to suspend the rules and pass the 
increase the pay of letter carriers; in which the concurrence of bill (S. 361) for the relief of Silas P. Keller, with an amendment 
the House was requested. 

The message-also anno-unced that the committee of conference reported by the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on certain amend- The bill was read, as follows: 
ments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 7664) making appropriations Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and hereby isliau-thorized and directed to examine and adjudicate the claim of Silas P. Ke er, 
for sundry civil expenses of the Government for the fiscal year late lic~nsed Indian trader with the Pottawatomie Indians in Kansas, for 
ending June 30, 1897, and for other purposes, was unable to agree. supplies furnished said Indians for their !mbsistence, and to determine the 

The message also announced that_the Senate had passed J-oint amount thereof justly due said Silas P. Keller, and whether there is any fund belonging to said Indians which can be appli&d to the payment of such claim, 
resolution (S. R.161) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury and, if so determined, then to report and certify the amount found due to to place a bronze tablet or inscription on the Government build- said Silas P. Keller, without interest, to be paid from the funds of said In­
ing erected in Detroit; in which the concurrence of the House dians to the Secretary of the Treasury, to be so paid by him. 
was requested. The amendment reported by the Committee on Indian Affairs 

was read, as follows: 
ELECTION CONTEST-MARTIN VS •. LOCKHART. In line 6, strike out" Indians" and insert "Indian band." 

Mr. BAILEY. 1 ask unanimous consent that the views of the Mr. RICHARDSON. I was unable from the reading to catch 
minority of the Committee on Elections on the contested election fully the purport of this bill. I should be very glad if the gentle­
case of Martin against Lockhart may be·printed as a public docu- man from Missouri would make some explanation. 
ment, as they would have been-- Mr. VAN HORN. A bill similar to this was passed at the last 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentle~an ask that they be printed Congress but. did not reach the President in_ time for his signa-
in.::~ :If:L~~~? In the usual form. ture. This bill has passed the Senate at this session and has been 

favorably reported by the Committee on Indian Affairs of this 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas asks unanimous House. It proposes simply an inquiry into a personal account. 

consent that the views of the minority of the Committ.ee on Elec- It does not take any money from the Treasury. 
tions in the case of Martin against Lockhart may be printed in Mr RICHARDSON H th b'll b rted b th c 
the Usual form. Is t here obJ'ection? The Chair hears none, and · · · as e 1 een repo Y e om-

u mittee on Indian Affairs at this session? 
it is so ordered. Mr. VAN HORN. It has been. 

MARTHA M. GIBSON. Mr. RICHARDSON. Is there a unanimoua report from that 
Mr. STRONG. I move to suspend the rules and pass the bill committee? 

which I send to the desk. Mr. VAN HORN. I do not know whether the report is unani-
The Clerk read as follows: mous or not. I know the bill has been regularly reported. 

A bill (H. R.8159) to pension Mrs. Martha M. Gibson. Mr. RICHARDSON. I will ask that the report be read in my 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and herebv is, time. 

authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions The Clerk proceeded to read the following report by Mr. STEW-and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Martha M. Gibson, widow of 
William H. Gibson, late colonel of the Forty-ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteer ART of Wisconsin: 
Infantry and brevet brigadier-general Unit~d StatesVolunteers,and pay her The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. 361) for 
a pension at the rate of $50 per month. the relief of Silas P. Keller, report it back favorably with an amendment. 

The question beil1g taken, the rules were suspended and the bill The subjoined letters from the Secretary of the Interior and Commissioner 
was passed, two-thirds voting in favor thereof. · of Indian Affairs are made part of this report. 

DEP.A.RTME~T OF THE INTERIOR, Washington, December 20, 1894. 
HIRAM T. CORUM AND SILAS 'V. DAVIS. SIR: IhavethehonortobeinreceiptofyourcommunicationoflOthinstant, 

Mr. ELLIS. I move to suspend the rules and pass the bill (H. R. re!luestin~ the opinion of the Department on bills (S. 23M and S. 2365) for the 
8886) for the relief of Hiram T. Corum and Silas W. Davis, of rehef of S1las P. Keller and Northrup & Chick. late licensed traders with the Pottawatomie Indians, for supplies alleged to have been fru·nished the said 
Oregon. Indians. 

The bill was read, as follows: In reply I beg to hand you herewith a copy of a letter, dated 18th instant, 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, wherein report is made of the facts 

directed to pay to Hiram T. Corum and_ Silas w. Davis, of Wapinitia, Oreg., and circumstances under -which the liabilities referred to were incru·red by 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of the said Indians and the steps that have since been taken to secure payment 

f d h Ind' therefor by the claimants. S300, being in full of a claim for seed wheat and potatoes urnishe t e Ians As suggested by the Commissioner, I see no objection to the proposed leg-
on the Warm Springs Indian Agency in Oregon, which said claim was al- islation, providing the adjudication of said claims be left to the Department, 
lowed by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs December 15,1894, as "F, No. as indicated in the bills referred to. 
80960." Very respectfully, HOKE SMITH, Secretary. 

The question being taken, the rules were suspended and the bill Hon. JAm:s K. Jo 'Es, 
was passed, two-thirds voting in favor t_hereof. Chairman Committee on Indian AjJ'ai1·s, United States Senate. 

SETTLERS ON INDIAN RESERVATIONS. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I move to suspend the rules and pass the joint 

resolution which I send to the desk. · 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Joint resolution extending the time of pa-yments due from settlers and pur­
chasers on all ceded Indian reservations. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of RepTesentatives, etc., That the homestead 
settlers and settlers who purchased with the condition precedent of actual 
settlement on all cceded Indian resevations be, and they are hereby, granted 
au extension of one year in which to make payments as now provided bylaw. 

DEPARTJ.fENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, December 18, 1894. 
Srn: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by :your reference of the 

11th instant, for report, of Senate bill 2364, for the relief of Silas P. Keller, 
late licensed trader with the Pottawatomie Indians of Kansas, for supplies 
furnished said Indians, and Senate bill -2365, for the relief of Northrup & 
Chick, late licensed Indian traders with the Pottawatomie Indians in Kansas, 
for supplies furnished said Indians; also by your reference of the 13th instant, 
for consideration in connection with the two above-named bills, of a commu­
nication from the clerk of the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, in which 
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he refers to the above bills submitted for the opinion of the Department and 
states that Senator JOI'>"'ES had just directed him to request that the Senate 
committee be furnished, in the report of the Department thereon, with a full 
and complete history of these transactions, and that such suggestions and 
opinions as the Department may have on the subject be given the committee 
as early as practicable. 

Senate biJl2364 provides "that the Secretary of the Interior be, and hereby 
is, a\].thorized and directed to examine and adjudicate the claim of Rilas P. 
Keller, lato licensed Indian trader with the Pottawatomieindiansin Kansas, 
for supplies furnished said Indians for their subsistence and to determine 
the amount thereof justly due said Keller, and whether there are any funds 
belonging to said Indians which can be applied to the payroent of such claims, 
and if so determined, then to report and certify the amount found due to 
said Keller, to be paid from the funds of said Indians, to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, to be so paid by him." 

Senate bill 2365 provides that the same course be pursued in the matter of 
the claim of Messrs. Northrup & Chick. 

Tne following is a history of the claims, as ascertained from the records and 
files of this office: Prior to 1864 Pottawatomie Indians residing in Kansas 
were largely indebted to traders and others for supplies furnished them for 
some years previous, and at the urgent request of the said Indians, through 
their business committee, and upon the recommendation of their agent, Mr. 
W. W. Ross, this office determined to appoint a commission to examine and 
report upon the merits of said claims. Accordingly a committee of two was 
appointed, one of whom was the Pottawatomie agent, W. W. Ross, and the 
other Mr. J. A. Steele. On the 13th of January, 186!, the committee rendered 
its report to this office, in which it stated that claims to the amount of 
$!)8,601.11 were examined, and recommended to be allowed $43,365.91. 

On the Hth day of March, 1863, the Pottawatomie bu::..iness committee ad­
dressed a letter to Mr. Ross, in which they stated that they desired to have 
him pay $15,000, or as much as might be necessary, out of their funds upon 
their national debts at the rate of 50 cents on the dollar, for all accounts that 
are approved and recommended to be paid by the commission appointed by 
the Department to investigate the same. 

A great many of the claimants accepted 50 cents on the dollar for their 
claims and were paid, but others objected to this mode of settlement and de­
manded payment in full, among whom were Messrs. Northrup & Chick, 
named in Senate bi112365, whose claim had been approved in part. 

The claim of Mr. Keller was dil!Sllowed in toto by the commission, the said 
commission having attached a certificate to the claim, in which is set forth 
the statement that evidence of fraud or dishonesty appeared in making up 
the account, and recommended the rejection of the whole claim, amounting 
to ~11,189.33, it being impossible for them or anyone else to determine what 
parts of said claim, if any, are paid or unpaid. 

On the 31st of October,l864, Mr. Keller filed in this office his protest against 
the report of Agents Ross and Steele against his claim, and filed an affidavit 
of his clerk, Mr. Ewing M. Sloan, who sweat's that during_ the years of 1~1 
1854,1855, and 1856 he was a clerk in the employ of Silas P. Keller; that in lt;M 
and 1855 S. P. Keller kept a larger stock of goods in the P ottawatomie Res­
ervation than any other trader there, save during payment, at which time 
others, perhaps, had stocks as large as Keller's, but that he resided contin­
ually on the reservation during the years named, and he knew positively that 
Keller kept a large, well-assorted stock of such goods as the Indians most 
needed, and when the tribe was in need of credit, that the credit extended them 
by said Keller through him was larger, and for such articles as the Indians most 
needed, than any other trader there. Mr. Sloan answers in detail every £oint 
made against the claim by the commission, and in closing his affidavit s,ates 
that the claim of Mr. Kellerhavingbeenmade and filed by him, it was proper 
for him to state that the goods charged in the accounts against the different 
Indians were all actually sold and delivered to parties to whom they are 
charged, and that the prices at which they were sold were the fair market 
price for the goods at the time they were sold and delivered, and that he be­
lieves the amount claimed by said Keller is justly due him, of course allow­
ing for such clerical errors as will be found upon careful examination to have 
been made. 

On the 24th day of April, 1865, the then Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
W. P. Dole, submitted a report to the Secretary of the Interior, in which he 
stated that several claimants against the Pottawatomie Indians, whose books. 
transcript, and testimony relative thereto were examined and re_ported upon 
by W. W. Ross and J. A. 8teele, commissioners, Jtme 13, 1864, havrng through 
their attorney protested against the decision of said commission, he had at 
his earnest repeated requests caused the same to be reexamined in this office 
in connection with new testimony filed by some of the parties interested, 
viz: 

Claim No. 40, Northrup & Chick, called for $5,522.68; $3,529.98allowed. 
Claim No. 47, S. P. Keller, $11,189.33, rejected by commission. 
In this report the Commissioner states in regard to claim No. 40 as follows: 
" This claim was allowed by the commissioners to the extent of $3,529.98, 

but Messrs. Northrup & Chick protest against the finding-both, I presume, 
against the reduction and the taking of the pro rata. 

" 'l'he claim is badly prepared, and I do not see how the commission could 
make an intelligent examination. They seem, however, by some process to 
have arrived at the conclusion that there was due, after deduction for errors, 
etc., $4,011.34, from which amount they deduct 12 per cent, and arbitrarily, 
as I think, take $481.36 from the $4,011.34. After a consideration of the claim, 
I think it should have been allowed for $4,011.34. . 

"Claim No. 47, S. P. Keller; amount claimed, $11,189.33. This claim was re­
jected by the commission in toto. It was the largest one examined by the 
commission, and perhaps for that reason and the fact that it was known that 
only a 'pro rata' was to be ·paid the traders it was attacked by some of the 
other claimants. In this connection I would respectfully refer you to the 
affidavit of Lewis Ogee and E. G. Nadeau, with the explanation that when 
l'lir. Keller's late clerk was in this city for the purpose of making his explana­
tory affidavits those affidavits were not observed, but w ere afterwards found 
folded in the leaves of the transcript; besides by consulting the schedule you 
will find that the parties named are themselves claimants. 

".I consider that Mr. E. M. Sloan's testimony in the above case, he being a 
reliable gent1eman, as appears from the affida>it of A.S.Johnson, filed by 
S. N. Blacklidge on the 15th instant, removes all t.he aspersions cast upon the 
claimant; and I can not see that any deduction should be made, except of 
the individual accounts of Lewis Ogee and E. G. N adean." 

The Secretary of the Interior, under date of May 5, 1865, in reply to the 
above report of April26, 1865, returned the claims, books, etc., with the state­
ment that, as there was no appropriation for paying these debts and no ex­
press authority for their examination and adjudication, he was of the opinion 
that all attempts to adjust them would be unavailing to the claimants con­
cluding no one, and that the books, etc., might be filed for future refer'ence 
it being possible that Congress will provide for their settlement. Mr. Kelle; 
states that since 1865 he has sever!!l times Cc'tlled up hi'3 elaim for examination 
and settlement, but that until recently the papers could not be found. 

Since the date of the reports referred to 1400 Indians of the Pottawatomie 
Nation have become citizens of the United ;::.tates and received their pro rata 
share of the assets of the tribe, and 7'80 preserved their tribal relations and 
are now residing upon their reservation in Kansasi consequently, if these 
claims should be pa1d, !ffi thereof would be chargeaole to the Citizen Band 
and IMr thereof to the Prairie Band, or Indian class. Within the last five 

years large sums of money have been appropriated for the Pottawatomie 
Nation on account of annuities growing out of various unfulfilled treaty 
stipulations, which money has been distributed among the two classes named 
upon the above basis. 

The citizen class has now to its credit in the Treasury the sum of $61,123.32, 
being the aggregate of unexpended balances of the appropriations made for 
said class, and the Prairie Band receive an annual appropriation of 820,647.65 
under treaties, besides trust-fund interest amounting annually to $9,204:.72, 
the principal being $184,094.57. 

'rhe papers referred are respectfully returned herewith, with the above 
statement of facts, and with the remark that I can see no objection to the 
legislation proposed by the two bills named. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servanh 
D. M . .tlROWNING, Commissioner. 

The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 

Mr. RICHARDSON (before the reading of the report was con­
cluded). Mr. Speaker, I do not ask for the fw·ther reading of the 
report: let the residue be printed. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the complete report will 
be printed in the RECORD. 

There was no objection. 
The question being taken, the motion to suspend the rules was 

agreed to, two-thiTds voting in favor thereof, and the bill was 
passed. 

KETURAH WILSON. 
Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I move to sus­

pend the rules and pass the bill (H. R. 7500) granting a pension to 
Mrs. Keturah Wilson, widow of James Wilson, deceased. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 

authorized and directed to place upon the pension roll the name of Mrs. 
Keturah Wilson, formerly of Madison County, Ky., and widow of James 
Wilson, deceased, late a private in Captain Stone's company Mounted Vol­
unteers, First Kentucky Regiment, Mexican war, and allow her a pension at 
the rate of $8 per month. 

Mr. THOMAS . .Mr. Speaker, I would like to have the report 
read in that case. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. I ask unanimous consent that 
a second be considered as ordered. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the report. 
The report (by Mr. CoLSON) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 7500) en­
titled "A bill to grant a pension to Mrs. Keturah Wilson," submit the follow­
ing report, and recommend that said bill do pass: 

The claimant herein is the widow of James Wilson, deceased, who served 
from Juue 8, 1846, to January 1, 1847, in the Mexican war. He was pensioned 
~t $8 per month under the act of January 29,1887, and this was subsequently 
mcreased to $12 per month under the act of January 5, 1893, upon his proving 
e!~0~digent circumstances and his inability to earn a support by manual 

The said soldier, James Wilson, died AprillO, 1894, and his widow, the ben­
eficiary, filed an application,for pension, which was rejected because he did 
not serve sixty days in Mexico, etc., the said soldier having been prostrated 
byt~hoid fever for months in Louisville, Ky., while en route to Mexico with 
Captam Stowe's company, First Kentucky Cavalry, in which he had enlisted. 
The report at the War Department shows his discharge on account of disa­
bility. 

Mrs. Keturah Wilson is 62 years old and is very poor and physically feeble 
has no property and is dependent for support on her children, who are all 
very poor. Her statement is in w1·iting, regularly signed and verified, and 
is filed with the Committee on Pensions. . 

Under the ori~al ruling of the Department claimant would have been 
granted a penswn, but on account of a new rulin~ made since the pension 
was granted to her husbandt. her application was reJected. 

'l'he committee recommena the passage of the bill. 
Mr. TALBERT. I would like to ask if that bill has been con­

sidered in Committee of the Whole? 
Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. It was considered bytheCom­

mittee on Pensions and unanimously reported to the House. My 
motion is to suspend the rules and pass the bill, and that will 
suspend any rule requiring its consideration in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. TALBERT. I am not objecting to the bill, but I just came 
in, and I did not know but that we were passing a bill for some 
more ''coffee coolers." 

Mr. McQREARY of Kentucky. This bill is all right. 
The motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill was agreed 

to, two-thirds having voted in favor thereof. 
LAWS RELATING TO NAVIGATION. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H. R. 2663) to amend the laws relating to naviga­
tion as amended by the Committee on Merchant Marine and Fish­
eries. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted,.etc., That section 4507 of the Revised Statutes be, and is 

hereby, amended to rea.d as follows: . 
. '·SEc. 4507. T.he Secretary _of the Treasury shall assign in public build­
~gs or otherWise procure smtable offices and rooms for the shipment a.nd 
dlScharge of seam~n, to be ~own as ~hi~ping commissioners' offices, and 
shall procure furmture, statwnery, prmtrug, and other rP.quisites for the 
transaction of the business of such offices." 

SEc. 2. That ~n and after June ?Q, 18~8, every placo apuropriated to the 
crew of a seagomg vessel of the Umted :::ltates except a fishing vessel, yacht 
or pilot boat, and all vessels under 100 tons register, shall have a space of not 
less than 72 cubic feet and not less than 12 square feet measured on the deck 
or floor of that place for each seaman or apprP-n t.ice lodged therein: P1·ovided 
That any such seagoing vessel :tmilt or rebuilt after June 30, 1898, shall have 
a space of not less than 108 cub1c feet and not less than 18 square feet meas­
ured on the deck or floor of that place for each seaman or apprentice lodge<} 
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therein. Such place shall be se~urely constructed, properly lighted, drained, 
heated, and ventilated, properly protected from weather and sea, and, as far 
as practicable, properly shut off and protected from the effluvium of cargo 
or bilge water; and failure to CO!ll£1Y with this provision shall subject the 
owner and vessel to a penalty of S500. 

Fishing vessels, yacht , and pilot boats are hereby exempted from the pro­
visions of seotionlaf chapter li&of the laws of 1895,entitled "An act to amend 
section 1 of chapter 398 of the laws of 1 '>, entitled 'An act to provide for de­
ductions from the gross tonnage of vessels of the United States,'" so far as 
said section pre1:1cribes the amount of space which shall be appropriated to 
the crew and J>rovides that said space shall be kept free from goods or 
stores not being the personal property of the crew in use during the voyage. 

SEC. 3. That section4576of the Revised Statutes be, and is hereby, amended 
to read as follows: · 

"SEC. 4576. The master of every vessel bound on a foreign voyage or en­
ga-ged in the whale fishery shall exhibit the certified copy of the list of the 
crew to the :first boarding offi.oor at the first port in the United States at 
which he shall arrive on his retUTn, and also produce the persons named 
therein to the boarding officer, whose duty it shall be to examine the men 
with such list and to report the same to the collector; and it shall be the du.ty 
of the collector at the port of arrival, where the same is different from the 
port fr;,m which the vessel originally sailed, to transmit a copy of the list so 
rer.orted to him to the collector of the port from which such vessel originally 
sailed. For each failure to p1·oduce any person on the certified copy of the 
list of the crew the master and vessel shall be severally liable to a penalty of 
$400, -to be sued for, -prosecuted, and disposed of in such manner as penalties 
and forfeitures which may be incurred for offenses against the laws relating 
to the collection of duties. But such .Penalties shall not be incurred on 
account of the master not producing to the first boarding officer any of the 
persons contained in the list who may have been diseharged in a foreign 
country with the consent of the consul, vice-consul, commercial agent, or 
vice-commercial agent there -residing, certified in writing, under his hand 
and official seal, to be produced to the collector with the other J>ersons com­
posing the crew, nor on account of any such person dying or absconding or 
being forcibly impressed into other service, of which satisfactory proof shall 
then also be exhibited to the collector." 

SEO. 4. That section 45il of the Revised Statutes be, and is hereby, 
amended by :striking out the words "district judge for the dlStrict," in the 
seventh line of said section, _and substituting in J>lace thereof th~ words 
"'..circuit court of the circuit"; and thst said section ·be, and is hereby, further 
amended by striking out the words "district judge" where they occur in the 
eleventh and twelfth lines of .said section and substituting in place -thereof 
the words "circuit court." 

SEC. 5. That rule 11 of section 4233 of the Revised Statutes, relating to pilot 
boats, be amended by adding thereto a paragraph as follows: 

"Steam pilot boats shall, in addition to the masthead light and green and 
red side lights required for ocean st~am vesse1s, carry a red light hung 
vertically from 3 to 5 feet above the foremast beadlight, for the purpose of 
distinguishing such steam pilot boats from other steam vessels." 

SEc. 6. That section 4542 of the Revised Statutes be, .and hereby is, amended 
by adding thereto the words" or where he died." 

SEO. 7. That . section 4545 of the Revised Statutes be, and is bereby, 
amended to read as follows: , 

"SEo. 4545. A circuit court, in its discretion, may at any time after th~ ex­
piration of three months from the reeeiptthereof direct the sale of the whole 
or any part of the effects of a deceased seaman or app1•entice which it has 
received or may hereafter receive, and shall hold the proceeds of such sale 
as the wages of deceased seamen are held. When no claim to the wages or 
effects or proceeds of the sale of the effects of a deceased seaman or appren­
tice, received by a circnit court, is substantiated within six years after the 
receipt thereof by the court it shall be in the absolute discretion of the court., 
if any subsequent claim is made, either to allow or refuse the same. Such 
coll1"t-sha.ll, from -time to time, pay any moneys arising from the unclaimed 
wages and effects of deceased seamen, which, in their opinion it is not nec­
essary to retain for the purpose of satisfying claims, into the Treasury of 
the United States; and such moneys shall form a fund for, and be appro­
priated to, the relief of sick and disabled and destitute seamen belonging to 
the United States merchant-.maTine service." 

SEo. 8. That cllapter 97 of the 1aws of 1895, entitled "An act to amend an act 
entitled 'An act to amend the laws relative to shipping cormnissioners,' ap­
p,roved August 19, 1890," be, and i~ hereby, amended by striking out the word 
'seventh" where it occurs in the twelfth line of said act; and that said act 

be, and is hereby, further a.m~nded by inserting therein the words " an<l forty­
six hundred and two" after the words "forty-five hundred and fifty-four" 
where thev occur in the twenty-ei~hth line of said act. 

SEC. 9. That fees for the entry direct from a foreign port and for the clear­
ance direct to a foreign P_ ort of a. vessel navigating the waters of the northern, 
northeastern, and northwestern frontiers of the United States otherwise 
than by sea, pre cribed by section 4382 of the Revised Statutes, are abolished. 
Where such fees, under existing laws, constitute in whole or in part the com­
pensation of a collector of cu,.toms, such officer sha.ll hereafterreceiveafixed 
sum for each year equal to the amount which he would have been entitled to 
receive as fees for such services during said year. 

SEC. 10. That section 4165 of the Revised Statutes be, a.nd is here by, amended 
to read as follows: 

"SEo. 4165. A vessel registered pursuant to law which by sale has become 
the IJroperty of a foreigner shall be entitled to a new register upon after­
wards becoming American property, unless it has been enlarged or under­
gone change in build outside of the trnited States." 

SEc. 11. That section 13 of chapter 344 of the laws of 1874 be, and is hereby, 
amended to read as follows : 

"SEc. 13. The Secretary of the Treasury may, upon application therefor, 
remit or mitigate any penalty provided for in this act, or discontinue any 
prosecution to recover the same, upon such terms as he, in his discretioni 
shall think proper, and shall have authority to ascertain the facts upon al 
such applications in such manner and under such regulations as he may think 
proper. All penalties herein provided may be sued i'or, prosecuted, recov­
ered, and disposed of in the manner prescribed by section 4005 of the Revised 
Statutes." 

SEc. 12. That rule 14of section 4233 of the Revised Statutes be, and is hereby, 
amended to read .as follows: 

"Rule 14. The exhibition of any light on board of a vessel of war of the 
United States may be suspended whenever, in the opinion of th~ Secretary 
of the Navy, the commander in chief of a squadron, or the commander of a 
vessel acting singly, the special character of the service may requ:ll·e it. 
Th.e exhibition of any light on board of a revenue cutter of the United States 
may be suspended whenever, in the opinion of the commander of the vessel, 
the special character of the service may require it." 

SEC. 13. 'rhat section4233of the Revised Statutes be, andishereby,amended 
by adding thereto: 

"Rn1e 25. A sail vessel which is being overtaken by another vessel during 
the night shall show from her stern to such last-mentioned vessel a torch or 
a 1Jare-up light. 

".:Rule26. Nothing in these rules shall exonerate any ship, or the owner or 
master or crew thereof, from the consequences of any neglect to carry lights 
or-signals, or of any neglect to keep a }>roper lookout, or of the neglect of any 

precaution which may be required by the ordinary p.ractice of seamen or by 
the special c:ll·cumst.ances of the case." 

SEc. 14. That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, author­
ized to direct the inspection of any foreign vessel admitted to American reg­
istry, its steam boilers, steam pipes, and appurtenanceA, and to direct the 
issue of the usual certificate of IDSpection, whether said boilers, steam pipes, 
and appurtenances are or are not constructed pursuant to the laws of the 
United States, or whether .they are or are not constructed of iron stamped 
pursuant to said laws. The tests in the inspection of such boilers, steam 
pipes, and appurten-ances shall be the same in all respects as to strength and 
safety as are required in the inspection of boilers constructed in the United 
States for marine purposes. 

SEc. 15. That section 2834 of the Revised Statu.tes be, and is hereby, 
amended by repealing the following words therein: 

"The master of any vessel bound to any district in Connecticut through 
or by the way of Sandy Hook, shall, before he -passes the port of New York 
and immediately after his arrival, deposit with the collector for the district 
of New York a true manifest of th~ cargo on board such vessel. The master 
of any vessel bound to the district of BUTlingi;on shall, before he passes the 
port of Philadelphia and immediately after liis arrival, deposit with the col­
lector thereof a like manifest: and the collector shall, after registering the 
manifest, transmit the same, duly certified to have been so deposited, to the 
officer with whom the entries are to be made; and the." 

SEc. 16. That sections 2570, 25TI 25i2, 25To, 2.'>74, 2575, 2584, 2585, 2824, 2835, 2897, 
4133, 4134, 4234:, 4306, 4307,4589, and 4590 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

SEc.17. That section 2797 of the Revised Statutes be, and is hereby, amended 
by adding thereto the following words: 

·'Sea stores and the le!Ptimate equipment of vessels belonging to regular 
lines plying between fore1gn ports and the United States, delayed in port for 
any cause, may be transferred in such port of the United States under the 
supervision of customs officers from one vessel to another vessel of the same 
owner without payment of duties, but duties must be paid on such stores or 
eqnipments landed for consumption, except American products." 

SEc.18. That section5347 of the Revised Statutes be, and is hereby, amended 
to read as follows: 

"SEC. 5347. Everymasterorotherofficerofany American vesselonthehigh 
seas or on any other waters within the admiralty and maritime jurisdiction 
of the United States, who willfully beats or wounds m· without justifiable 
cau e imprisons any of the crew of such vessel or 'vithholds from them snit­
able food and nourishment or intlicts upon them any cruel and unusual 
punishment, shall be punished by a fine of not more than $1,000 or by im­
prisonment not more than five years, or both. This section shall aJ>ply to the 
coastwise and foreign trade." 

SEc. 19. That article 7 of section 4511 of the Revised Statutes be, and is 
hereby, amended to read: 

''Seventh. Any .re~ation.s as to conduct on board and as to fines, short 
allowances of provisiOns, or other lawful punishments for misconduct, which 
may be sanctioned by Congress or authorized by the Secretaqr of the T-reas­
m·y not conti·ary to or not otherwise provided for by law, which the parties 
agree to adopt." 

SEc. 20. That this act shall take effect three months after its passage. 

Mr. TALBERT. I ask a second. 
Mr. TERRY. I hope the gentleman will not press the consid­

eration of so important a bill as that at this time, because I shall 
feel compelled to raise the point of no quorum. 

Mr. PAYNE. I think if the gentleman from Al'kansas will 
allow a second to be considered as ol'dered, I can explain this bill 
to him so that he will not insist upon his objection. 

Mr. TERRY. I have no objection to a second being ordered. 
Mr. TALBERT. I demand a second. 
Mr. PAYNE. I ask that a second be considered as ordered. 
There was no objection. 
Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, this bill, I have been informed by 

the Commissioner ofNayjgation , is approved by seamen and ves­
sel owne1·s alike. There is no objection to it, according to his 
statement, from any quarteT. Ce1·tainly no objection from any 
quarter has come to me; but, on the contl'ary, the bill is demanded 
by nearly every body. 

This bill was introduced and referred to the Committee on Mer­
chant Marine and Fl...sheries, who, after a full investigation and 
thorough discussion of the matter, after going through the bill 
carefully and proposing a number of amendments which are em~ 
bodied in the bill, present it to the House, make a favorable report 
upon the bill, and recommend its passage. 

The first section of the bill simply authorizes some provision to 
be made for t.he accommodation of the shippin~ commissioners, to 
be used as offices by them for the transaction of their business. 
These commi sioners are appointed under t he authority of the 
Commissioner of Navigation. They receive ·t ,500per annum fo1· 
their salary, and it is proviued that they mry have a suitable pro­
vision in the Government offices at the port, 01', if necessary, they 
may have a rented office for that purpose. 

Passing now to section 2, the act .of March .2, 1895, provided that 
in all seagoing vessels built after June 30 of that year the crew's 
quarters should have a space of not less than 72 cubic feet, and not 
less than 12 square feet on deck or floor for each seaman. We 
continue that provision which gives the sailors thls space allowed 
under that act, making it apply to all seagoing merchant vessels 
on and after June 30, 1898. A further provision is made that all 
vessels that are built or rebuilt after June 30, 1898, shall have a 
crew space for each seaman of not less than 182 cubic feet, and 
not less than 18 square feet measure on the deck or floor. Under 
the former regulation the floor space for sleeping quarters was 6 
feet high, 6 feet long, and 2 feet wide. The provision to go into 
effect after 1898 gives, as will be seen, a larger space than this, 
namely, 6 feet high by 6 feet long and 3 feet wide. The bill ex­
empts, however, from this provision fishing vessels, yachts, pilot 
boats, and all vessels tmder 100 tons burden, there being no 
demand and no need for this provision on the~ vessels. This 
provision was of course designed for the comfort and health and 
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'Well-beingof themerchantseaman,and imposes no hardship on the 
owner of the vessel. We deemed it, therefore, a most reasonable 
provision to be inserted in reference to new vessels only, or ves­
sels entirely or practically rebuilt, so that there may ?e. no e;rtra 
expense or hardship on the owners of old vessels reqmrrng tnem 
to remodel their ships to give tills space. . 

The abolition of the requirement of bonds upon the registermg, 
enrollment, or license of vessels, and the substitution of a penalty 
in place thereof for the misuse of the ship's papers, is a provision 
that has given general satisfaction to shipping interests. It has 
also been a saving to the Government. Section 3 of this bill pro­
poses to extend that principle to crew bonds; The present law, 
enacted in 1803, requires the master of every foreign-going vessel, 
or vessel engaged in whale fishing, to give bonds and sufficient se­
curity in the sum of $400 for the production of all members of 
the crew in the return to the United States. This is known as the 
crew bond. We abolish this, and instead of that we enact a fine 
whic.h, of course, the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to 
r emit or mitigate at his discretion. 

Section 4 amends section 4541 of the Revised Statutes. It cor­
rects an error in the former section. The law evidently contem­
plated that the custody of the wages and effects of deceased sea­
men shaH be with the circuit courts of the United States, and not 
with the district judges. We make an amendment giving the 
custody of the effects of deceased seamen to the circuit courts, and 
not to the district judges. The other sections of the law show 
that it was intended to give it to the circuit courts. 

Section 5: The pilot associations of the United States are, in 
many instances, substituting steam pilot boats for sailing vessels 
used as pilot boats. We simply propose in this section to give 
steam pilot boats a distinctive light. Of course this is in the in­
terest of safety in the navigation both of the steam pilot boats 
and in the navigation of other vessels. This section has the ap­
proval of the Supervising Inspector-General of steam vessels. 

Mr. TERRY. I will ask the gentleman at that point if that is 
not carrying out to some extent the principle of the bill you had 
up some time ago, which was defeated? 

Mr. PAYNE. Oh, no; not in the least. The general law now 
applying to sailing pilot boats gives them a distinctive light, and 
this gives a distinctive light to steam pilot boats, for the safety of 
the boats themselves and of the vessels which they may meet. It 
does not in any way interfere with the compulsory pilotage sys­
tem. The bill does not interfere with that in the slightest degree. 

Section 6 of the bill is to protect the interest of a seaman who 
ships at a foreign port for a round voyage, and dies during the 
voyage at some point in the United States, by providing that his 
wages and effects shall be paid over to the commissioner of the 
port where he may die. The present law provides that payment 
shall be made only where he was discharged or was to have been 
discharged. It is simply for the protection of a seaman's wages 
in case he dies in the United States. 

Section 7 makes it discretionary with the circuit court to dis­
pose, by sale, of the effects of a deceased seaman after the expira­
tion of three months after the receipt thereof by the circuit court. 
Under the present law if a seaman dies at a port his effects may 
be sold by the United States consul; or if he dies at sea, the effects 
may be sold by themaster at the mast; but if he dies in the United 
States thev must be held six years before they can be disposed of. 
These effects are for the most part clothing, and there is no suit­
able space provided in which to store them, and they are thor­
oughly valueless and likely to be offensive before the six years 
during which they must now be kept expires. Better pecuniary 
returns can be procured for the heirs of the deceased seaman by 
permitting an earlier sale of his effects. It simply authorizes the 
circuit court to sell his clothing after six months instead of six 
years. 

Mr. LOUD. I should like to ask the gentleman-
Mr. PAYNE. In a moment. It is still left with the discretion 

of the com·t to 1·etain keepsakes or ~rticles of value to be preserved 
and held for those entitled to claim them. 

M1·. LOUD. How are you going to provide for the shipping 
station down at Little Rock if you do not give them that public 
building? 

. M:r. PAYNE. I understand the gentleman from California is 
now trying to mix up the public building at Little Rock with this 
bill , and he can not do it. 

:Mr. LOUD. Little Rock is a great commercial port. 
Mr. PAYNE. The gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. TERRY] 

who represents the district in which Little Rock is situated, ap­
preciates the fact that this bill does not at all affect the question 
of the public building at Little Rock. -

Mr. TERRY. I am afraid you are trying to interfere with my 
pilots, and my lodge is against that bill. 

Mr. PAYNE. I am not going to interfere with your pilots at 
all. The gentleman from Arkansas knows that whenever I try to 
interfere with anybody's pilots I always do it in an open way. 

Mr. TERRY. I hope so. 

Mr. PAYNE. Section 8 of the bill refers to item 2 of section 
4511 of the Revised Statutes. This item is as follows: 

Any regulations as to conduct and as to fines, short allowance of provisions, 
or other lawful punishments for misconduct which may oo sanctioned by 
Congress as proper to be adopted, and which the parties agree to adopt. 

Mr. TERRY. Who wants this bill? What interest is demand-
ing this bill? 

Mr. PAYNE. The seamen are demanding it. 
Mr. TERRY. The common sailors? 
Mr. PAYNE. The commonsailors. 
Mr. TERRY. The gentleman states that as a fact? 
Mr. PAYNE. Oh, yes. 
Mr. MAGUffiE. They are demanding a part of it. 
Mr. PAYNE. I think we can take a vote now. The gentle­

man from Arkansas [Mr. TERRY] seems to be satisfied. 
The question was taken, and two-thirds voting in favor thereof, 

the rules were suspended and the bill pa-ssed. 
SPECIAL DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up the little defi-
ciency bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the title of the bill. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 9409) making appropriations to supply deficiencies in the ap­
propriations for the House of Representatives, and for other purposes, for 
the .fiscal year 1896. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House further 
insist on its disagreement to the Senate amendment and assent to 
a conference. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would ask the gentleman what is the 
only difference now between the two Houses? 

Mr. CANNON. There is only one. 
Mr. MILLIKEN. What is that? 
Mr. CANNON. It is an amendment that the Senate put on 

for a month's salary to the employees o-f the House and Senate 
who were on the rolls on the 2d day of December last. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is the amendment we voted on 
yesterday, as I understand? 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, certainly. 
Mr . . RICHA.RDSON. Some one suggested that perhaps the 

members of the Honse conferees had yielded. [Laughter.] 
Mr. CANNON. We put that out of the general deficiency bill, 

it being a Senate amendment. 
Now, in this little deficiency bill, carrying a smaller amount for 

the pay of members, the Senate put this amendment on, and we 
disagreed to it. The Senate insists on the amendment, and has 
sent it back. I want to say to the House, in all fah·ness, that in 
my judgment when it goes back the Senate will !rive way. If it 
does not, so far as I am concerned, the bill can be-lost. 

The SPEAKER. Tho question is on agreeing to the motion 
insisting on the disagreement to the Senate amendment and 
agreeing to the conference. 

The question was put; and the motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will appoint the following confer­

ence committee: Mr. CANNON, Mr: HA.INER of Nebraska, and Mr. 
SAYERS. 

EDWARD RICE. 
Mr. SPERRY. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and 

pass the bill (S. 1353) for the relief of Edward Rice. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized 
and directed to pay, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro­
pxiated, to Edward Rice, of Denver, in the State of Coloradoliformerly of 
Worcester,in the State of Massachusetts, the sum of $2,700,in fu for the fol­
lowing coupon bonds issued under the act of March 3, A. D.1865, known as con­
sols of 1867, namely: N os.1<H568 and 104569, of $100 each; Nos. 61857, 61858, 61859, 
of $500 each, and No. 10130'2, of $1,000, ana, in addition thereto, the interest 
maturing on said bonds after July 1, A. D. 1868, to the date when said bonds 
ceased to bear interest: Provided, That said Ed ward Rice shall first give bond, 
with sureties to the satisfaction of the SecrE:>tary of the Treasury, in a sum 
double the amount of said bonds, conditioned to secure the United States 
harmless against said bonds and coupons, said bonds having been lost by said 
Edward Rice on the 19th day of July, A. D. 1868. 

1\Ir. BAILEY. I demand a second. 
The SPEAKER. A second is demanded. 
Mr. BAILEY. I am willing that it should be considered as 

ordered . 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to a second being consid­

ered as ordered? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none. 
Mr. BAILEY. I desire to a-sk the gentleman from Connecticut 

why it is necessary to come to Congress for this relief? 
Mr. SPERRY. I ask that the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. DE WITT) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1853) for tha 
relief of Edward Rice, have examined the same and r espectfully report: 

Edward Rice was, on the 19th day of July, 1868, the owner of the certain 
described bonds set forth in the bill; but on that day said bonds, with the 
coupons attached thereto, were lost. Every means was taken to regain pos­
session of them, but up to the present time no trace of them has been dis­
covered; neither have the bonds been presented to the Treasury for pay­
ment, although they were Ion~ since called in for redemJ?tion. 

Your committee are of opinion that, from the lapse of tune (twenty years), 
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the destruction of the bonds is fully established. They therefore recommend 
the passage of the bill, which authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury, after 
securing a proper bond for indemnity, to pay the said claimant the amount 
of the bonds, with interest to date when the bonds ceased to bear interest. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on suspending the rules and 
passing the bill 

Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask why it was neces­
sary to come to Congress in this matter, my unders tanding being 
that where the proper proof can be made the Treasury Depart­
ment is itself, without the enactment of a special law, allowed to 
duplicate lost or destroyed bonds? 

Mr. SPERRY. That is not so. I have tried it, and they do 
not do it. It has to be done by an act of Congress. 

Mr. BAILEY. Then I have no further question. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on suspending the rules and 

passing the bill. 
The question was taken; and in the opinion of the Chair, two­

thirds having voted in favor thereof, the rules were suspended 
and the bill was passed. 

SILAS P. KELLER. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kansas notified the 
Chair that he desires to move to reconsider a vote by which a bill 
was passed. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I move to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill ( S. 361) for the relief of Silas P. Keller was passed. It is 
a bill that passed in my absence a few minutes ago. 

The SPEAKER. Was the bill passed under a suspension of 
the rules? [After a pause.] The Chair understands it was passed 
under a suspension of the rules ; and it can not be reconsidered. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I ask unanimous consent to make a motion 
to reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed. 

Mr. VAN HORN. I object. 
Mr. BRODERICK. The bill was wrong, and the gentleman knew 

that I objected to it. It affects my constituents. I have talked 
to the gentleman and to the parties interested a number of times 
about this bill, and they know I object to the passage of the bill. 
It is absolutely wrong. It is an old claim fifty years old. It has 
been passed upon by one of the Departments and has been rejected, 
and should not have been called up at this time. 

Mr. VAN HORN. Mr. Speaker, the bill has passed two Con­
gresses, it has passed the Senate this time, and passed through the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. The gentleman knows that I have 
tried to call it up. I have talked to him about it, and there is no 
reason in the world why it should not pass, except that some of 
his constituents object to it. That is all there is about it. No 
more honest claim has ever passed this House. 

Mr. BRODERICK. The parties interested object; and the last 
talk I had with the gentleman from Missouri was that it should 
not come up during this session--

Mr. VAN HORN. Oh, no. 
Mr. BRODERICK. While there was no stipulation that it was 

not to come up, that was the understanding. 
Mr. VAN HORN. I told the gentleman I was trying to get it 

up. 
Mr. BRODERICK. I was necessarily absent from the House 

when this bill was called up. Had I known that the parties in­
-tended to call it up .I would not have been absent. It was a sur­
prise to me, and will be a surprise to my constituents. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks unanimous consent to re­
consider the vote by which the bill was passed. Is there objec­
tion? 

Mr. VAN HORN. I object. 
The SPEAKER. Objection is made by the gentleman from 

Missouri. 
Mr. BRODERICK. I move to suspend the rules and annul the 

action of the House in passing that bill. 
The SPEAKER. That would only be another way of accom­

plishing it, and would not be in order. 
Mr. Vv ALKER of Massachusetts. I suggest to the gentleman 

that the President has been looking anxiously for an opportunity 
to veto something, and if the gentleman will reveal his trials and 
troubles to the President he will undoubtedly veto that bill. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. BRODERICK. That is what I will do. [Laughter.] 
Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, at t.he request 

of the committee, I would like to engage the attention of the House 
for about two minutes in r elation to matters concerning the Com­
mittee on Banking and Currency. That committee has made but 
four repol'ts at this session, and those, to be sure, not upon mat­
ters of the greatest magnitude. The Speaker was ready to r~cog­
nize the committee for action upon them, but the committee 
decided they could not be enacted into law. It has diligently pur­
sued the investigation of this subject, one of the greatest magni­
tude and of the most far-reaching consequences of any that can 
engage the attention of Congress. It has been made manifest that 
the conservative financiers of the Government and in Congress 
and in the country did not think it wise to enter upon the solution 

of the financial and bank difficulty on the eve of a Presidential 
election; that the cool, careful, and wise decision the subject 
demanded might not be reached. In this opinion the committee 
agree. The House may rest assured that early in December that 
committee will bring in a bill covering the whole question of the 
currency and finances of the country, and give members ample 
opportunity to discuss and act upon it. [Applause.] 

WILLIAM GEMMILL. 

Mr. GAMBLE. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H. R. 8250) for the relief of William Gemmill. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That there be, and hereby is, appropriated., out of any 

money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $75, to be 
paid to William Gemn•ill, of Yankton, S. Dak., in full payment for quarter­
rug and boarding United States soldiers during a terrific and protracted 
snowstorm in the month of April, 1873. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I demand a second, in order 
that we may have some explanation of the bill. 

Mr. GAMBLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask that a second be considered 
as ordered. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GAMBLE. Mr. Speaker, I will ask for the reading of the 

report. It contains, I think, as condensed a statement of the facts 
as I could ora.Uy make to the House. The bill in every way is 
meritorious, and the money should have been paid long ago. 

The report (by Mr. FENTON) was read, as follows: 
The Qommittee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 

8250) for the relief of William Gemmill, having had the same under consider­
ation, r ecommend that the same do pass. 

This is a claim for quartering and boarding 12 men of the Seventh United 
States Cavalry during a terrific snowstorm or blizzard in the month of 
April, 1873. A portion of this regiment was encamped in the suburbs of 
the city of Yankton, and during the storm, which lasted for three days and 
which was of extreme violence, the men w ere driven from their tents and 
t ook shelter in neighboring houses, and remained for two day succeeding on 
account of the condition of the weather and tents. Claims which grew out 
of this compulsory hospitality were settled and paid by the Government, but 
the claim of Mr. Gemmill, which he swears was filed with the proper officer, 
appears to have been mislaid or overlooked. The amount claimed appears 
to the committee to be reasonable, and should be paid. The claim was be­
fore this committee in the first session of the Forty-fourth Congress and 
favorably reported. 

Mr. LOUD. How many men were there in the party? 
Mr. GAMBLE. Fifteen, I believe. 
Mr. LOUD. The report does not say 15. 
Mr. GAMBLE. No; the number is 12-12 men for five days at 

$1.25 a day. All the other claims of this character have long since 
been paid by the Government. 

Mr. LOUD. I do not see how you can make $75 out of it. 
Mr. GAMBLE. I will say to the gentleman that the claimant 

is personally known to me and is a reputable man, and the claim 
is entirely just. It is for the board of 12 men for five days at the 
rate of $1.25 per day. 

The rules were suspended and the bill was passed. 
ALBERT AUGUSTINE. 

Mr. LITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H. R. 1021) granting relief to Albert Augustine for 
property taken for the Cayuse war. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That there is hereby appropriated, out of any moneys 

not otherwise appropriated, thfl sum of $350, to be paid to Albert Augustine, 
of Rose Hill, Iowa, for property taken for use of the United States Army in 
the Cayuse war, in 1847 and 1848. 

Mr. DALZ:BLL. Mr. Speaker, I demand a second. J 

Mr. LITTLE. I ask unanimous consent that a second be con­
sidered as ordered. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DALZELL. Now, Mr. Speaker, in my time, I would like 

to have the report on that bill read. 
SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

lt'Ir. CANNON (pending the reading of the report on the bill 
H. R. 1021). Mr. Speaker, I rise to present a conference report. 

The conference report was read, as follows: 
The committee of conference on the disagreein~ votes of the two Houses on 

certain amendments of the Senate to House bill 17S.i, making appro:priations 
for sundry civil expenses of the Government for the fiscal y ear end1ng June 
30, 1sg.7, and for other purposes, having_met, after full and free conference 
have been unable to agree. 

J. G. CANNON , 
E. J. HAINER, 
J. D. SAYERS, . 

Conje?'ees on the pa1·t of the Ho'ILSe. 
W. B. ALLISON, 
EUGENE HALE, 

Conferees on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House fUl'ther 
insist on its disagreement to the Senate amendments and ask for 
a conference. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from illinois moves that the 
House further insist on its disagreeing votes with the Senate and 
ask for a conference. 
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:Mr. WILSON of Idaho. Mr. Speaker, I move as an amendment 

that the House recede from its disagreement to the Senate amend­
ments as to public buildings and concur therein. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. Speaker, before there is any discussion on 
that I would like to ask my colleague one or two questions. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from lllinois [Mr. CAN­
NON] yield? 

Mr. CANNON. Yes. 
Mr. HOPKINS. When was the. first conference held on this 

bill? 
· Mr. CANNON. I do not recollect. I think this is the seventh, 
or eighth, or ninth-! am not certain; but there have been a good 
many. 

Mr. HOPKINS. During all those conferences has the Senate 
insisted upon its amendments relating to public buildings? 

Mr. CANNON. I do not know that it is apt for me to say what 
has passed in the conference room. The official statements of the 
House and of the Senate, insisting and reinsisting, back and forth, 
appear upon the respective Journals of the two Houses. · 

Mr. HOPKINS. They give us a bare outline of what was done; 
but the gentleman can perhaps tell the House whether there is 
any probability of the Senate receding from these amendments, 
or whether in the last conference they exhibited the same stub­
born persistence in their wrongdoing that they had manifested in 
previous conferences. fLaughter.] -

Mr. CANNON. I will tell my colleague, in answer to his ques­
tion, what I understand to be the situation. The Senate amend­
ments in question-it is not necessary to describe them more 
particularly-propose legh:lation. The House conferees have uni­
formly insisted, and the House has in effect instructed them to 
insist, upon its disagreementtothoselegislativeprovisions. In the 
last report, which was made yesterday, the House further insisted 
upon its disagreement to all those Senate amendments except one. 
My opinion is, as an individual, that if the House had on yesterday 
insisted upon its disagreement to all of those amendments, includ­
ing the Savannah building amendment, this bill would have been 
before the President and signed by this time. That was my opin­
ion then; that is my opinion now. 

Now let me exhaust this subject in a minute, so far as I am con­
cerned. These are the closing hours of the session. Here is the 
sundry civil bill, that carries thirty or thirty-five million dollars, in 
this peculiar situation: The Senate, as I am informed, with a quo­
rum--

A MEMBER. Barely a quorum. 
Mr. CANNON. Well, a quorum of the Senate are insisting on 

these legislative provisions. Now, the House can do and will do 
as it pleases. For a month past I, substantially as the messenger 
of the House, representing it in conference, have tried to carry 
out its will; and the House has exhibited great determination. 
Now, if the House is still of the opinion it has heretofore expressed, 

·it can show its faith by its works. Nothing ventured, nothing 
'gained, in individual and in parliamentary life. In my judgment 
this bill is not to fail. So far as my individual vote is concerned 

. in this House touching these matters upon which the House has 
·taken a stand, I shall vote to further insist and let this bill go 
back. fApplause.] . 

· Mr.lfOPKINS. Will the gentleman allow me a question right 
there? 

Mr. CANNON. Certainly. 
' Mr. HOPKINS. Is it not the opinion of the gentleman in charge 
of this bill on the part of the House that if the House sustains 
-him in his position the Senate will yield and we can have this bill 
settled? 
· Mr. CANNON. If I were a member of the Senate, as I do not 
·desire to be at this time, but as possibly I may be some time 
' fla~ghter], I could give a better opinion per hap~ than I can now. 
1 will say to my colleague that under all : parhamentary prece­
dents the body proposing legislation, when the other body will 
not assent, recedes; and if tha Senate, proposing legislation in 
this case, lets this bill fail because the House will ~ot assent to the 

·legislation, then let the responsibility be upon the Senate. [ Ap-
plause. J For one I will not be bulldozed. That, briefly stated, is 
my position. 

Let there be no paltering. If the House or a majority of its 
-members as they shall now rise and be counted-and it is just as 
well to take the vote on all these amendments at once-as mem­
·bers stand to be counted; or as they pass through the tellers,let the 
House understand that it is an expression of its will and determi­
nation as heretofore expressed, that it will not assent to these 
-legislative provisions. If members want to assent to them, let 
·them do so, and that passes the bill. - This is all I can say about it. 

Mr. SAYERS. -Mr. Speaker, I desire to say a few words in con­
nection with this matter. 

Mr. CANNON. I yield to my colleague on the committee. 
· Mr. SAYERS. I am not willing that the opinion expressed by 
the gentleman from Illinois rMr. C.A.NNONl should be considered 

:as representing the opinion of all the conferees of the House on . 
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this bill. I am not so sanguine as the gentleman from illinois 
that if the House should continue to insist upon its disagreement 
to these amendments the Senate will recede. Again and again 
and again have the conferees of the two Houses met to consider 
these items of difference, and every time the conferees of the Sen­
ate have sternly insisted upon at least four of these amendments­
the four amendments which relate to public buildings in the newly 
admitted States-and they have said to us, Mr. Speaker, that they 
would not make a report to the Senate receding from those four 
amendments. 

Now, this bill carries about $34,000,000. It is intended to pro­
vide for the necessities of the Government in almost every branch 
of the service. We have but little more than a quorum in this 
House; there is not, I understand, a quorum in the Senate; and 
the question remains with the House whether or not we will con­
tinue this contest until the numbers in both Houses shall continue 
to abate and abate until we scarcely have a dozen members in 
eithe1· House. 

It is no new thing for the Senate to insist upon such amend­
ments. We had a struggle in the last Congress upon the amend­
ments providing public buildings for the four new States. The 
House continued to insist on its disagreement; but finally the con­
ferees of the Honse, with myself at the head, had to yield. There 
is not a single item involved ill this disagreement which, considered 
separately and alone, would be objectionable to this House. The 
only objection to these amendments is that they come here upon the 
sundry civil bill and that they ought to have come before the two 
Houses of Congress as separate propositions. That is the objec­
tion as I understand it. 

Having said this much, having made a candid statement as to 
the condition of the case, I will only add that the majority of the 
House can do with these amendments just as it pleases. The 
majority of this House is responsible for the conduct of public 
business. 

Mr. HARTMAN. Is it not a fact that we have already made 
four or five exceptions to the rule suggested-for instance, yester­
day, in agreeing to one of these amendments of the Senate to this 
bill? 
· Mr. SAYERS. That is entirely within the knowledge of the 

House. I frankly confess I have sympathized with the gentleman 
from Illinois in this struggle, and I still sympathize with him. I 
think he has been in the right. I think the majority of the House 
has been right in this struggle. But I believe it my duty to give 
t-o the House as far as I can a fair and truthful statement of the 
situation as I understand it. 

URGENT DEFICIENCY .A.PPROPRIA.TION BILL. 
Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I withdraw the report tempo­

rarily and rise for the purpose of presenting another conference 
report, one which can be closed up at once and disposed of with­
out delay, and for that reason I call it up at this time. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the report. 
The Clerk read as follows: . 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 

on the bill (H. R. 9409) making appropriations to supply deficiencies in the 
appropriation for the expenses of the Honse of Representa.ti~s, and for 
other purposes, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1896, having met after full 
and free conference, have agreed to recommend and do recommend to their 
respective Houses as follows: 

That the Senate recede from its amendment numbered 2. 
J. G. CANNON, 
JOS. D. SAYERS, 

Managers on tltepart of the HotUJC. 
EUGENE HALE, 
WM. B. Ai.LISON, 
F. M. COCKRELL, 

Managers on the part of the Senau. 
The statement of the House conferees was read, as follows: 

The managers on the part of the House of the conference on the disagree­
ing votes of the two Houses on Senate amendment No.2 to the bill H. R. 9409, 
submit the following written statement in explanation of the effect of the 
action agreed upon and recommended in the accompanying conference re­
port on said amendment, namely: 

Strikes from the bill the amendment proposed by the Senate, to _pay a sum 
equal to one month's pay to certain discharged employees of the House and 
Senate. . 

J. G. CANNON, 
JOSEPH D. SAYERS, 

Managers on the part of tl~-e House. 
The report was agreed to. 

SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. CANNON. I now call up again the conference report on 

the sundry civil bill, and yield two minutes to the gentleman 
from Idaho [Mr. WILSON]. 

Mr. WILSON of Idaho. Mr. Speaker, I desire the attention of 
the House for a very few moments in support of my motion, 
which is that the House recede from its disagreement and concur 
in the Senate amendments heretofore disagreed to in this bill. 

The chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, our genial 
and able friend from illinois [Mr. CANNON], says that there is an 
invariable rule in parliamentary bodies that where one body pro­
poses legislation affirmative in its character, and the other body 

-
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dissents from it, that the body offering ·such legislation must 
yield in the end. I submit in all fa.irness that that principle ean 
not be relied upon now. We have waived it in the House, and 
we have done it in no less than five different instances upon this 
very bill, and even no later than yesterday we abandoned the same 
principle .on a yea-and-nay vote. We are, therefore, committed 
to a waiver of that principle or else the House will be guilty of 
an invidious discrimination against the section of country repre­
sented by these new States which is directly interested in this 
matter. 

I call your attention to the number of exceptions which have 
been made in this bill. We agreed to the amendmimt for the con­
struction of a public building at St. Albans, Vt.; we also agreed 
to the amendment proposed by the Senate for Little Rock, Ark.; 
we agreed to the item for a building in West Virginia, and we 
agreed on yesterday, by a yea-and-nay vote, to the item for the 
eonst1-uction of a public building in Savannah, Ga., and the in­
crease of the appropriation, with the extension of the limit of cost 
of that building. 

.Mr. VAN HORN. We also agreed to the New York matter. 
Mr. WILSON of Idaho. Now, Mr. Speaker, I have the honor 

to r-epresent in this House a State-one of the youngest States of ' 
the Union-which has no Federal building of any kind or charac­
ter. It has been the invariable rule of Congress heretofore that 
whenever a new State was admitted, at least one public building . 
should be authorized at its State capital. It has been done from 
time immemorial, and done also on the sundry civil appropriation 
bill. Yon provided in the last ·sundry civil bill such a building 
at the capital in my State, and the site has been sel-ected and pur­
chased. W-e have the United States courts there, with valuable 
records, and no vault or place of security in which to keep them-
. reeords upon which depend the title to hundreds of thousands of · 
dollars worth of property, and no vault for their protection. 

We have the surveyor-general's offices there, in which are 
employed a large number of clerks, and which require a large 
fl{)or space. We nave secured a larger appropriation than ever 
before for public-land surveys, and it is expected that our State , 
will receive an apportionment thereof sufficient to survey large 
tracts on which settlers are now residing. If these surveys are 
carried on it will necessitate an increase in the force of the sur­
-veyor-general's office, and it is therefore necessuy that from time 
to time more space shall be provided for this purpose. 

We have the United States land offices there, the deputy col­
lector of internal revenue, the post-office, the United States mal·­
shal and deputies, the United States attorney, the clerk of the . 
United States court, the United States disb'ict judge, and other 
Federal officials, all of whom need the use of a Federal building. 

The rents which the United States Government is compelled to 
pay for these various offices is more than sufficient to justify the 
erection of this building from a plain -business standpoint; but, 
a side from this feature of it, it has been the policy of the Govern­
ment from time immemorial to erect Federal buildings in the 
several States, and especially at the State capitals. That this is. 
a wise public policy is not now open to question. It serves a mani­
fold purpose. The flag of the United States will always wave 
from this Federal building, so that the citizens of the States, and 
especially the youth of the land, have an object lesson of patriot­
ism given them when they behold the emblem of their country's 
honor unfurled from the flagstaff of their Federal building. 

It ha.s been contended on the floorofthis Housethatit isunwise 
to legislate in this manner on appropriation bills, and that by put­
ting public-building riders on these bills in the nature of things 
a true investigation of the measure in question can not be had by 
the House. If this criticism were well founded the House has 
waived it in so many instances, and particularly during this ses­
sion, that it is not a reason worthy of advancement against these 
items. WhHe I will agree, generally speaking, in the unwisdom 
of any kind of riders on appropriation bills, nevertheless, in view 
of the record we have made, and the record of p1·eceding Con­
gresses on this question, and in view of the special merits of these 
cases, I do not think this objection is well founded. 

These building bills have been considered in committee. The 
Senate Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds has reported 
all of them favorably and the Senate has passed them as separate 
bills, and the item which I am especially interested in-the build­
ing at Boise City-has been reported favorably by the subcom­
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds of the House, and I was 
only a few days ago invited to prepare a report for the full com­
mittee. Moreover, the public buildings in the far Western States 
referred to in my amendment were originally provided for in the 
sundry civil bill of last year. This special exception was made 
because these four new States were the only ones not provided 
with Federal buildings, save and except the State of Washington 
and the State <>f Maryland. Congress, recognizing the special 
merit in these cases, made provision for them in the sundry civil 
bill of last y-ear. It· is apparent, however, that in the case of Boise 
City ·$150,000 is not sufficient to properly construct and equip a 

Federal building commensurate with the requirements of the 
Gov_ernment in that State. Our people, realizing this, have been 
an::nous for the enlargement of the aggregate of the appropria­
tion. I therefore introduced a bill at the beginning of the session 
increasing the limit of cost to $200;000, and such bill has been 
reported as above stated. 

Under the law passed by the last Congress which p1·ovided for 
the construction of this building at a cost of $150,000 no right to 
cont.ract was given and no appropriation was made available ex­
cept sufficient for the purchase of a site. I am therefore informed 
by the chairman of the Committee on Appropriations [Mr. CA-N· 
NON] that under such law we have no r ight to enter into a con­
tract for the constJ.·uction of this building. We are therefore left 
in the anomalouB position of having a building provided for by 
law, with no authority or right to enter into a contract for the 
construction of it. 

Senate amendment No.2 to the present sundry civil bill cor­
rects this mistake and will incr-ease our limit to $200,000, making 
an appropriation of $50,000 immediately available. From this .ap­
propriation we are-given the right to contract for the entire build­
ing; and thus the law originally passed may be carried out in its 
full intent and meaning. 

Further objection has been made against these items on the 
ground that it has not been determined that these particular 
places are the proper ones for the construction of -these Federal 
buildings. In the ease of Boise City, I may say that our State 
constitution, adopted in 1890~ provides that the capital shall be 
there located for a period of twenty years. There is no disposition 
on the part of our people to change this location, and by almost 
universal eonsent it is conceded that we hav-e the best location for 
the capital in the State . 

Boise City is a thriving town of 8,000 inhabitants, and is to-day 
one of the most prosperous little cities in th-e far West. It lies 
about midway between Salt Lake City, Utah, and Portland, 
Oreg., and is the most important point between t11Gse two .cities. 
It is situated at the head of the celebrated Boise Valley, which is 
far-famed for its agricultural and horticultural products. 

As a fruit-growing and cereal-producing section this valley has 
no superior. A mineral belt of almost untold wealth forms a half 
circle to the east, north, and nort_!twest of the city, while the cele­
brated Owyh-ee mines are to the southwest. Boise Basin is to the 
north, andislik-ewiserichinmineralresom·ces, all tributary to Boise 
City. Vast timber resources abound to the north of us, while 
stock raising flqurishes over a large area of co-untry surrounding 
this city. Natural hot water has ~en discovered in artesian wells 
almost within the city limits, and our buildings, public and pri­
vate, are heated by it. A beautiful natatorium has been con­
structed by our citizens near these wells, and Boise City in the 
near future is destined to be a celebrated health resort. 

Our State legislature has provided for a beautiful capitol build­
ing, which is almost entirely paid for. We have three magnifi­
cent public school buildings, and our public school facilities are 
not excelled by any State in the Union. Boise City is substan­
tially constructed; it has electric car lines, electric lights, and all 
modern improvement which are to be found in a thriving, advanc­
ing American city. 

There was taken in at th-e United States assay-office there more 
than twelve hundred thousand dollars in gold last year, and indi­
cations point to a large increase in this respect during the coming 
fisea,l year. Our mines are developing rapidly, and indications 
are that they will shortly astonish the mining world. 

With all of these advantages and improvements, Mr. Speaker, 
I submit that it is a disgrace to the Government that it can not 
provide a Federal building for the use of the Government officers. 
We have joined with our friends in the East in voting appropri­
ations for battle ships, fortifications, and rivers and harbors. We 
are protected from the encroachments of foreign enemies, and om· 
people do not need these Government expenditures for their espe­
cial use; nevertheless, they heartily sustain their representatives 
in voting these appropriations, beeause, being patl'io1lic, they rec­
ognize that it is for the public good. In return we ask recogni­
tion at your hands in the matter of our public buildings. We 
think it is only fair, just, and right that we should get them. 

The chairman of the Committee on Appropriations [Mr. CAN­
NON] has made a magni.ficentfight against these items, and he has 
done it on the broad ground that they should not be tacked onto 
an appropriation bill. I admire him for the courageous fight he 
has made, and I desire to bear witness now that that fight has 
been eminently fair. I have no word of criticiBm to make against 
his course in that respect; but this House, as I have before stated, 
has already mscriminated in five instances, and has gone on record 
against the principle which he contends for. In view of that 
fact, I believe it should now yield. I do not want to say what 
would be the effect of remaining longer in session here, contend­
ing against the opposition of the Senate. I believe, however, I 
can truthfully say that the Senate will not yield. Moreover, it 
·ought not to yield. The House has surrendered its position on 
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this question, and now to fail to recede from these amendments is 
to go to the height of inconsistency itself. 

This matter has been in conference for six weeks. The first re­
port of ·the conferees was made April 26, 1896, and we have been 
contending for a settlement ever since. We are no nearer an 
agreement now than we were six weeks ago. In the meantime 
youhave waived the pri?ciple for~hich the ~ntleman from ll~i­
nois contends, and now if you continue to resiSt you make a plam 
and clear discrimination against these Western States. I tell my 
Republican friends that you can not afford to do this. The other 
side of this House- stands ready and willing to join you in support 
of my motion. They demonstrated that by their vote on the Sa­
vannah case yesterday. 

In conclusion, permit me to say we are now on the eve of ad­
journment, and a settlement must be had soon if at all. Even the 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations admits we ought to 
have these buildings, and that there is. no im-portant reason from 
the- standpoint of the public interests why they should not be pro­
vided for, except the-objection that such provision is-made on a!l 
appropriation bill. Inasmuch as you have surrendered your poSI­
tion on that question, in the interest of consistency I appeal to 
you to accept the Senate amendments. Let these buildings be 
authorized and let us adjourn and go home in peace. [Applause.] 

Mr. CANNON. I yield now a few minutes to the gentleman 
from MissoKk~Mr. DocKERY]. 

Mr. DOC Y. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Illinois what amount of money is involved in the five build­
ings-! believe there are but five-yet in disagreement? 

~fr. CANNON. Well, the amendment has increased the limit­
to 8541,000. 

Mr. DOCKERY. But the cash involved-the appropriation? 
Mr. CANNON. Three· hundred and sixty thousand dollars. 

The legislation increases the limit $541,000 and. establishes one 
new building. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Now, Mr. Speaker, a word in reference to 
the motion of the gentleman from Idaho [Mr. WILSON]. I would 
prefer greatly that the motion to concur or recede from the dis­
agreement should be made in each case separately. I think I 
would support most of the propositions, and perhaJ?S all, if pre­
sented separately on the motion to recede· from the disagreement 
to the Senate arrnendmEmts. But I do not like a motion that comes 
in such a '' q_uestionable shape." 

Mr. WILSON of Idaho. Personally I am willing to do that. 
Mr. DOCKERY. I have had some experiences recently with 

'' logrolling" propositions that ha-ve not been satisfactory to me. 
I prefer to consider these items singly. 

Now, if I understood the gentleman from illinois [Mr. CANNON], 
the chan·man of this committee, in reply to his· colleague he failed 
to answer the dh·ect question as to whether, in his opinion, the 
Senate would recede as to these amendments. Mr. Speaker, I am 
not authorized to speak for the Senate-of the United States-and I 
am very glad I am not-but unofficially I may say, having spent 
some time at the other end of the Capitol during the last two or 
three days in connection with another bill, that I do not believe 
the Senate will recede. 

Mr. CANNON. I do not think it is fair for the gentleman to 
undertake to terrorize the House by that statement. J think my 
opinion is a fair offset to it. But let each body perform its func­
tion and take the responsibility. 

1\ir. DOCKERY. That is very true; but the inquiry was pro­
pounded to the gentleman by his colleague, and if I understood. 
the gentleman, he did not make a direct answer. 

Mr. CANNON. If the gentleman will allow me, I said I was 
not of the Senate, nor responsible for it, but that under the in­
variable rule the body that proposed legislation receded if the 
other body insisted. 

Mr. WILSON of Idaho. We- have violated that rule. 
1\fr. DOCKERY. The gentleman is correct about the general 

rule, and I am in sympathy with. his general position, but we are 
face to face with this situation: a constantly dwindling attend­
ance upon the House, hence we must come to some sort of an ac­
commodation in respect to this bill. 

Accommodations have been reached upon other bills that have 
not reflected my views upon ma.nyof the matters at issue; but we 
have reached agreements because agreements were necessary in 
order to terminate this session. 

Mr. Speaker, I WliDt to say for myself that I do not favor a 
policy that looks to the failure of the sundry civil bill and the ex­
tension of the appropriations for six months. I am in favor of 
some sort of an adjustment on this question by which a conclu­
sion can be reached and this session terminated to-night. I hope 
the gentleman from Idaho fMr. WILSON], however, will modify 
his motion so that the House can take up each item separately. 
There is one item for my own State, an extension of the limit of 
cost at Kansas-· City $116,000, recommended by the Secretary 
of the Treasury; but 1 believe that item can go over with en­
tire safety, if I am properly advised, until the next session. If, 

however, the other amendments are agreed to, then I want this 
one agreed to. But as I said a moment ago, I think, probably, that 
can go over until the next session without serious detriment to 
the building. . 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it seems to me the issue is this: We must 
reach an accommodation in respect to these disagreements or this 
bill will fail, and I suppose it is contemplated in such an event 
to extend the appropriations by resolution for six months. To 
that policy I object. 

Mr. CANNON. I yield three minutes to the gentleman from 
Kansas [l\Ir. BLUE]. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, it is not true, as I understand it~ that 
these amendments all stand on the same footing. It has been 
urged by gentlemen here that this House has violated the rule by 
acceding to the demands of the Senate in a number of instances­
similar to those now·presented. If the House up to the present 
moment has acceded tD a single amendment that looked to the 
establishment of an entirely new building, I should like to be told 
what that amendment is. 

Mr. WILSON of Idaho. What about the building· at St. Al­
bans, Vt.? 

Mr. BLUE. The building at St. Albans; Vt., is a building· that 
had been practically completed. 

Mr. WILSON of Idaho. Yes, and destroyed by fire. 
Mr. BLUE. It was partially consumed by fire, but the photo­

graphs of that building, exhibited at the time the matter was 
discussed, show that it was· only injured and not destroyed. 
Evet:y single instance in which there has been a receding in this 
matter has been an instance of· repair or some sum for comple­
tion. The violation of the rule made in the instanc.e. of Savannah_ 
the other day was made under a misapprehension in part. I am 
satisfied, upon the part of a number of gentlemen here. If it had 
been understood, as it now seems to be understood by some here, 
that about $100,000 of the originalappropriation.for that building 
had been devoted to a site, when it was not originally so intended 
to be devoted-if that had been understood here yesterday, in my 
judgment the action which was taken would not have been taken. 

Gentlemen speak-of this as a comp1·omise, and say" Let us com­
promise." What compromise is there in it? We have acceded in 
these matters of improvement, like that in West Virginia, like 
that in St. Albans, like that in New York City, where it was· 
simply placing another. floor in a building; but n.ow it is insisted. 
that we shall give away all the rest of them. There is no com­
promise in this. It is a mere accession to the Senate in every 
respect. 

Mr. SWANSON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question? 

Mr. BLUE. I have not time. If this rule is to be followed, 
then no difference how conservative this body may attempt to be, 
no difference how well it may intend, as it did at the commence­
ment of this session, in seeking to have .the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds report no bills, or at least advocate the 
appropriation of no money for this purpose, then it is left for the 
diligence of Senators to thrust upon this body, out of favoritism, 
a number of projects that are the least deserving and the most 
unworthy of all. [Applause.] For myself, as one member of the 
House, I am willing to take responsibility, and say to the Senate 
that if Senators wish to take the responsibility of the delay and, 
in violation of the rules, stand by the Senate and force these 
amendments upon us, let them accept it. It is about time that 
this House should let the Senate understand that the House will 
not be driven and dragged about at its pleasure. [Applause.] 

So, Mr. Speaker, in my judgment we should still adhere and 
still insist upon the ground the House has heretofore taken, and 
insist that the Senate shall recede from these amendments that it 
has thrust upon this bill. No time has been fixed to adjourn; no 
concurrent resolution has been passed or suggested; and there is 
no haste aboutthis-matter. Theytalk aboutavanishingquorum. 
Does not the same condition exist in the Senate? 

Mr. Speaker, it seems to me utterly absurd and impracticable 
to insist upon this House at this time accepting the propositions 
of the Senate. Let the House assert itself, preserve its hldepend­
ence, and compel the Senate to follow the well-established par· 
liamentary practice in such cases, and all will be well. 

Mr. CANNON. I yield two minutes to the gentleman from 
Washington. 

:Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I live in the State of Wash­
ington and the city of Tacoma, and the State of Washington has 
no public buildings within its limits. It is a State with a po-pula­
tion of 500,000. Two-thirds of the goods landed in the United 
States from Oriental countries come through the port at Tacoma. 
The courts are held there. The commercial interests are very 
great and very rapidly growing. When we came here at the 
beginning of this session of Congress we_ introduced our bills pro­
viding for the construction of public buildings, and it was soon 
announced in this Congress by those who have shaped its business 
and the transaction of matters before it that owing to the present 
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condition of the country it would be unwise policy on the part of 
the party to permit public-building bills to be passed during this 
session. AU gentlemen interested in public buildings went before 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds--

Mr. WILSON of Idaho. Will the gentleman allow me to a::;k 
him a question? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. After a while. (Continuing.] And repre­
sented their causes, and in many instances a favorable report was 
ordered on those bills; but the reports on the bills by the com­
mittee have not been made. I respect our friends highly, and do 
not wish to say a word that would in any wise reflect upon their 
course, or that would change or affect their hopes, because I know 
how desirous they are to have these buildings, but it was the 
understanding here in the House that no public-building bill 
should be passed through this session, so that we could all go 
back and say the same thing, and some of our friends have gone 
over to the Senate and there introduced this legislation upon this 
bill. Now, if that course is to be followed, Mr. Speaker, when I 
shall attempt to get a public building I will go to the Senate and 
not trouble myself with the committees of the House. But I sup­
posed that this was the proper place to initiate legislation of that 
kind and pass it in the Congress of the United States; and I still 
think so. 

Mr. CANNON. I yield two minutes to the gentleman from 
Wyoming rMr. MoNDELLl. 

Mr. MONDELL. Mr. Speaker, I understand that the principal 
objection to the passage of this legislation for public buildings is 
that it is not brought before the House from the Committee on 
Public Buildings. I have not heard any objection on the floor of 
this House to these public buildings, or to the appropriation, on the 
ground that they were not appropriations that were just ified. It 
has been stated here that there are a great mauy gentlemen rep­
resenting constituencies on the floor of the House who desire 
public buildings within their districts. That is undoubtedly true. 
There is no question but what every gentleman here would like to 
have a public building in his district, regardless of the number 
he already has. 

Now, the Senate simply did this: It provided, first, in this 
amendment, that where public buildings were under construc­
tion and the Senate believed that an increase of the appropriation 
was necessary in order to finish these buildings in accordance with 
the plans, to make them harmonious as a whole, they made an 
appropriation for these buildings; and these appropriations are 
certainly in the line of good business principles. 

It has been the custom in this country to provide a public build­
ing in all the new States and Territories. That is the other 
proposition in this amendment. In the far West there are four 
daughters of the Republic that have not received the customary 
bii·thday present. There are 400,000 square miles in the inter­
mountain region, comprising four sovereign States, where, if your 
Uncle Samuel should visit them, there is not within the limits of 
that vast territory a single roof under which he could rest upon 
his own ground and under his own rooftree. We simply ask that 
these States shall, each and every one of them, have one public 
building at least, and that the flag of the Union shall float in the 
capital of each State in this Union from a building erected by the 
Government. r Applause.l 

Mr. CANNON. I yield three minutes to my colleague from 
Illinois rMr. HOPKINS]. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. Speaker, this matter is degenerating into 
a question of physical endurance between the two bodies. The 
first conference that was held on this bill was on the 27th day of 
April last. According to the statement of my colleague, eight sep­
arate conference meetings have been held since that time, and the 
Senate has persisted in adhering to these amendments. As the 
conference reports have come back here, the House has receded 
from time to time until the 17 items originally in the Senate 
amendments have been reduced to 10, and an aggregate of some­
thing over a million dollars embraced in those 17 items has now 
dwindled down to the sum of $360,000, which, I understand, is the 
amount of the present difference between the two Houses. 

Mr. CANNON. My colleague is slightly mistaken. Three 
hundred and sixty thousand dollars is the appropriation that 
would be made if these limits were broken, but the limits are 
broken by the Senate amendments to the extent of $541,000, mak­
ing an aggregate of about $900,000. 

Mr. HOPKINS. How much wa.s the aggregate of the appro­
priations which the Senate added? 

Mr. CANNON. I do not really recollect exactly; about two 
millions. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Then, as a matter of fact, the House has yielded 
on items amounting to more than a million dollars? 

Mr. CANNON. On the contrary, the Senate has yielded on 
several items, amongst others theN ational Museum item, amount­
ing to $120,000. 

Mr. HOPKINS. But that does not answer my question. Has 

not the House yielded on theN ew York, the Vermont, the· Georgia, 
and other items more than a million dollars in the aggregate? 

Mr. CANNON. I think not so much, but we have yielded on 
the items the gentleman mentions, in some cases on my motion, 
and in some cases on the motion of the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Now, Mr. Speaker, the question presents itself 
to us whether we are to stay here for a week or a month longer, 
or whether we are to concur in these Senate amendments. I know 
from what I learn at the other end of t he Capitol that t here is a 
determination on the part of the Senate to adhere to these amend­
ments, and if the House does not agree to the motion made by the 
gentleman from Idaho [Mr. WILSON], to accept the Senate amend­
ments, the members of this House can settle down to the fact that 
we shall not adjourn during the month of June or the m onth of 
July. That is the question that we have to settle by the vote that 
is about to be taken. 

Now, why should not we concur in these amendments? Does 
my colleague from Illfuois show that any one of these items sep­
arately considered is not proper and just? Is there any man on 
this floor who will say that any one of these items, aggregating 
$541 ,000, is not proper and just? The only argument that the 
gentleman makes is that some other gentleman will indirectly be 
injured because his public building is not in this bill. I have a 
public-building bill that has been pending before the Committee 
of this House on Public Buildings and Grounds, a bill that has 
been favorably considered, and to please my constituents, I would 
like exceedingly well to have that bill reported and passed at this 
sessien, but I recognize that it can not be done. I recognize the 
fact that none of the public-building bills except those that are on 
this appropriation bill can be passed at this session. 

l\Ir. Speaker, it seems to me that there is not a single member 
of this House who can afford to say, ''Because I can not get what 
I want I will not permit any other gentleman to get what he 
wants." It seems to me that no member, at this stage of the ses4 

sion, can afford to say that we ought still to adhere to our dis4 

agreement upon these amendments and force a delay upon this 
appropriation bill. Everyone understands that we can not ad­
journ until this bill becomes a law, because it carries appropria~ 
tion& affecting all the great Departments of the Governm ent, and 
it is a bill which if it should fail would necessitate an extra ses­
sion of Congress. So far as I am concerned, I have steadily fol­
lowed my colleague during these eight conferences and have voted 
with him every time he has asked for a disagreement, but I think 
the time has ·now come when the House should say that there 
shall be a limit to this, and should agree to the Senate amendments 
and let this bill become a law. In saying this I make no reflection 
upon my colleague, because I think he has conducted these con­
ferences with ability and integrity, and has only sought to carry 
out the wishes of this House as expressed from time to time. 
Furthermore, the House in now concurring would simply be en­
deavoring to close a prolonged disagreement between the two 
branches of Congress which, as I have already said, has already 
degenerated into a question of physical endurance. 

Mr. CANNON. I yield one minute to the gentleman from New 
York. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. Mr. Speaker, I only wlsh to make a sugges­
tion in response to the arguments that I have heard upon this 
floor with regard to these public buildings, particularly in the 
Western States. As a Representative from New York who in the 
early days of this session introduced a bill for a public building in 
a place of sufficient size to deserve it, and who has been unable to 
get that bill out of the committee room, I want to say that I shall 
be the last man in this House to indulge in a " dog-in-the-manger" 
policy, and say that because I can not get my bill passed I will not 
vote for those bills for public buildings which are before us in this 
appropriation bill. I believe that this is a matter for the House to 
decide now upon its merits. So far as I have heard this discussion, 
I have heard nothingagainstthemerits of these buildings , but sim­
ply technical points and assertions of a" dog-in-the-manger" pol­
icy, and I hope the House will now vote to concur in the Senate 
amendments. r Applause.l 

Mr. CANNON. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Indiana [;,Mr. HENRY]. 

Mr. HENRY of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I do not intend to say 
very much on this question, for the reason that I have expressed 
my views already. I am surprised at the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. HOPKINS] who has just taken his seat, that he does not want 
to say, "I won't because I can't"; yet he tells us, in the very same 
sentence almost, that we should yield to the Senate because they 
will insist upon a thing which they ought not to insist upon and 
thereby cause this bill to fail. These gentlemen put the Senate 
in the position which they say we are in. If the Senate insist 
upon a thing which· they ought not to insist upon and thereby 
cause this bill to fail, they are the" dogs in the manger," not we. 
[Applause.] We are not asking anything that we have not the 
right to ask. 



1896. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. 6421 
Now, I am ready to recede from our disagreement and to agree 

to these Senate amendments whenever the chairman of the com­
mittee in charge of this bill 'comes into the House and gives us to 
understand that we ought to do it, and not till then. r Applause.] 
The gentleman rMr. MONDELL] has eloquently talked about the 
sister States in tne far West that have no public buildings. But, 
Mr. Speaker, let it be remembered that those three States that 
are now asking for the passage of these amendments have already 
had a step taken in that direction. They have had provision made 
for public buildings, and now they want an increase. Not con­
tent with what we first voted to give them, they want to increase 
the amount. 

Mr. MONDELL. Will you allow me a moment? 
Mr. HENRY of Indiana. Yes, sir. 
Mr. MONDELL. You say we wish to have an increase. 
Mr. HENRY of Indiana. Yes, sir. 
Mr. MONDELL. We do; and for this Teason--
Mr. HENRY of Indiana. I did not yield for a speech. · 
Mr. MONDELL. Will the gentleman allowme to explain why 

we are asking this increase? 
Mr. HENRY of Indiana. No, sir; not in my time. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, there have been passed by Congress acts au­

thorizing a public building at each one of these places; and these 
amendments are not for new buildings, but for an increase of the 
limit, just like the case voted on yesterday, and wrongly voted on. 

Now, how does it stand with the rest of the Western States? 
Two of them are not recognized in these amendments and have 
no public buildings provided. 

A ME:MBER. What two? 
Mr. HENRY of Indiana. Utah and-­
Mr. SAYERS. Utah is in the bill. 
Mr. HENRY of Indiana. Then I correct myself on that. 
Mr. BINGHAM. It is in the bill for a new building, not an 

increase. 
Mr. SAYERS. Allow me a moment. The only States that are 

not provided with public buildings--
Mr. HENRY of Indiana. I know which. 
Mr. SAYERS. Are Utah and Maryland. Maryland has no 

public bmlding provided for. 
Mr. HENRY of Indiana. You forget about Washingt:on. 
Mr. SAYERS. Washington has about $100,000 in this bill for 

military posts. 
Mr. SWANSON. The gentleman from Indiana ha.s stated that 

it was distinctly understood at the commencement of this session 
of Congress that no public building bills should go through the 
House of Representatives at this session. Now, the gravamen of 
the gentleman's complaint is that the Senate, in a "revolutionary" 
manner, has seen proper to put amendments for public buildings 
upon this appropriation bill. I wish to ask whether it is not as 
''revolutionary" in the House, or those who manage the House, to 
say that no appropriation for public buildings that Senators think 
should go through shall have consideration in the House-is not 
that as "revolutionary " as the course adopted by the Senate? 

Mr. HENRY of Indiana. I take pleasure in answering the 
gentleman. If we are to select a few public building enterp1ises 
like those put upon this bill by the Senate and vote them through 
each session of Congress, we never shall provide the country with 
the public buildings that ought to be provided for. What we 
need is the consideration of public building measures in this 
House. And if the members of this House make up their minds 
to vote down these amendments, and at the beginning of the next 
session of Congress insist on taking up public buildings and con­
sidering them and voting them where they ought to go, then the 
country can be provided with them, but not in this way. [Ap­
plause.] 

Mr. SWANSON. We have understood the policy to be not to 
give public buildings any chance this session. 

Mr. HENRY of Indiana. I do not know what the gentleman 
understood. I know this much-that the Public Buildings Com­
mittee has not had any opportunity to present matters of this kind 
in this House. But it can have such opportunity at the next 
session; and it ought to have it. 

One thing further: Not a single one of these enterprises will 
suffer in the least from the delay if we refuse to authorize them 
now. If there were any such danger, I for one would concede 
the point. But, Mr. Speaker, they will not suffer; and hence 
there is no oc.casion for yielding on that point. 

:M:r. CANNON. I yield two minutes to the gentleman from 
.Kentucky rMr. OWENS]. 

Mr. OW.:E:NS. Mr. Speaker, I am not inclined to play the part 
of" the dog in the manger " ; but there is something more than 
that involved, I think, in the objection which has been urged 
against the proposition that we agree to these Senate amendments. 
It is true that a great many members, myself among them, intro­
duced into this House bills which we thought had merit, provid­
ing for the erection of public buildings. I introduced one, I re­
membeJ~, asking for a pittance of $50,000 for a public building in 

a county that has paid from $250,000 to $400,000 a year in direct 
taxes to the Federal Government during the la.st twenty-five 
years. But assenting to the assurance made on all sides that 
there was to be no legislation of that kind at this session, I did 
not seek to force that bill through, and did not attempt to get that 
sort of legislation from the Senate. 

Now, it is true, as the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. SwANSONl 
has said, that the Senate has a right to its own policy in regara 
to these appropriation bills and in regard to public building bills. 
But I do insist that while it is true they have a right to pass pub­
lic building bills if they choose, they ought to pass them a.s sepa­
rate measures and send them here on their merits, and not put 
them on an appropliation bill containing appropriations necessary 
for the existence of the Government, and in that way attempt to 
force them down our throats. [Applause.] 

Mr. Speaker, I believe everybody in the Senate, from the pages 
up, understand that all the Senate has to do when it passes an 
amendment to a House bill is to be firm, and the House will "lie 
down" as soon as it gets a decent opportunity. Let us fool them 
once. That is my proposition. Let us "stand to our guns" once 
and show them that the policy we have enunciated and under­
taken to carry out we intend tO carry out, and are able to endure 
the consequences as long as they are. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. Does not the gentleman think that is rather 
a poor basis on which to rest our action with reference to legisla­
tion which is before us? 

Mr. WILSON of Idaho. And which we admit is right. 
Mr. OWENS. I do not know as to that. We know nothing 

about it. We have the report of no committee. The gentleman 
is assuming that the Senate is right upon the merits of these propo­
sitions. I do not know whether it is or not. But I say that where 
we have a fixed policy we should not recede from that fixed policy 
every time the Senate says we must reQede. 

Mr. FAffiCHILD. We receded on yesterday. 
Mr. OWENS. Well, I do not care if we receded on yesterday 

and the day before; that does not settle the controversy. I do not 
think that we ought to do anything of the kind at their dictation. 
Let us stand by our own guns; let us have our own policy and 
adhere to it, and let them recede a little while. [Applause.] 

Mr. CANNON. I yield now a minute to the gentleman from 
Montana fMr. HARTMAN]. 

Mr. HA:RTMAN. Mr. Speaker, in reply to the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. HENRY], who says he will not vote to recede from 
the disagreement to the Senate amendments until the chairman 
of this committee informs the House that he wants us to do so, I 
wish to remind him that the chairman of this committee on yes­
terday said, when this matter was up , that he would stand here 
opposing any concession until he was instructed by the House as 
to its wishes. 

Now, are you going to follow him on that suggestion and in­
struct? I say that he has made a gallant fight. I honor him 
for it. He stood up manfully with his colleagues in this contro­
versy, and I have no fault and the House can have no fault to 
find with him. But we have no right to ask him to carry the 
burden further. He would be doing his full duty, I claim now, 
to ask the House to yield to the demand of the Senate, and I ask 
him now to come to us and concur in the Senate amendment. 

In the language of the topical song-
I want you, I want you mighty bad; 
I want you, mahoney, I do. 

rLaughter and applause.] 
Mr. CANNON. I yield now two minutes to the gentleman from 

Indiana [Mr. FARIS]. 
Mr. FARIS. Mr. Speaker, it seems to me that when the propo­

sition is presented to us, as has just been done by the gentleman 
from illinois [Mr. HOPKINS], that this contention has resolved 
itself into a question of endurance between the two Houses, we 
have the best of it. We are well equipped to enter that sort of 
contest with the body at the other end of this building. We are 
not only fresher from the people, but we are fresher in every 
other way. [Laughter and applause.] The influence that we 
have to meet now from the Senate, as I understand it, is the 
influence of its younger men from the far West, who do not hes­
itate when they want anything to reach for it; and they are well 
seconded by the members from the far West in this body. 

I suggest, sir, that our colleagues on the floor from the far West 
have seen but very little loose in this session of Congress that they 
have not attempted to take hold of and appropriate to themselves 
for the benefit of their growing section. 

Mr. WILSON of Idaho. How about fortifications, and rivers 
and harbors? 

Mr. FARIS. I am in sympathy with my colleagues from the 
West. I participate in the sentiment uttered by my friend from 
Wyoming as to these daughters in that great empire; but for 
one I am willing to stand here fast, by the honored chairman of 
this committee, and adhere to the policy adopted by the House in 
the early days of the session, that we should have respect for the 
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depressed condition of our industries and the deplorable condi­
tion of our Treasury in this question of additional public build­
ings. I hope, Mr. Speaker, that we will stand by the leadership 
of the honored gentleman from illinois [Mr. CANNON], and not 
submit to such legislation as r iders upon appropriation bills, but 
await providing for other public buildings until the revenues are 
increased, and until we can ha ve the orderly procedure in tills 
matter that we have hitherto followed; and I hope we will insist 
in our disagreement to this unusual method of legislation. [Ap­
pian e.l 

Mr. CANNON. Now, butasinglemoment, Mr. Speaker, and I 
am ready for a vote. 

The State of illinois, at its capital in Springfield, from 1818 to 
1868 never had a public building. So much now for the prece­
dents along that line. 

Now, then, I will say again, I do not discuss the merits of this 
provision. If it is the temper of any member of this Honse, if it 
is the temper of the majority in this House on the me1·its, consid­
ering the manner in which the amendments come, with all the 
surrounding conditions, to concur with the Senate, then I say 
"Amen," vote that way. But I protest that I will not vote, I will 
not stand and ask anybody else to vote-Inever have done so, do 
not now, and will not in the future beg a vote from this House 
pX€senting the alternative that the Senate will not B-oOTee, and 
thereby seek to affect the votes of my colleagues, when the Sen­
ate amendment ought to go out under the invariable rule1 a~knowl­
edged by such men as Senator SHERMAN himself and the other 
great parliamentary leaders through all of the years in the past. 

Now I am ready for a vote. [Applause.] 
Mr. FAIRCHILD. When the gentlemanqnotes Senator SHER­

MAN of Ohio I want to suggest to him that I also can quote him 
as saying a very few moments ago, in the Senate Chamber, that 
as these appropriations are for buildings already authorized, they 
do not come within the rule the gentleman from lllinois has quoted. 
(Applause.l · 

Mr. CANNON. Myinformation is entirely different from that 
of the gentleman from New York. But the man who has read the 
history of his country understandingly in the parliamentary con­
tests in 1878,1879, and 1880 understands-and this contest began 
before the breaking out of the later war-that the rule is unva­
rying that the body proposing legislation as a rider upon a money 
bill must recede if the other body will not assent. 

I want now to take off from this House any duress, if I have 
that power. I du not want you to agree with the Senate because 
perchance the Senate will not agree with you. That is not a good 
way to legislate. It rubs the hair the wrong way on me. I can 
not do it and keep my respect. Now I am ready for a vote. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on receding and concurring 
in the Senate amendments. 

The question being taken, the Speaker announced that the noes 
seemed to have it. 

Ml.·. WILSON of Idaho demanded a division. 
Mr. CANNON. Let us take the vote by tellers. 
Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. I understood that the vote was to 

be separate; but if it is to be taken on all the amendments jointly, 
then I wish to move to recede and concur with an amendment. 

Several MEMBERS. Too late. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right to do that. 
Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. I send the following amendment to 

the Clerk's desk--
The SPEAKER. To which amendment? 
Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. Mr. Speaker, I raise the point of 

order that the question has been put, and the House is dividing, so 
the amendment js not in order. 

Mr. SAYERS. I will sufr~e~ Mr. Speaker, that the gentl~­
man from Nebraska [Mr. R] must have a separate vote 
upon the particular amendment in which he is interested, and 
then we can take a vote on the other amendments. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that whether the gentleman 
was too late or not the motion to recede and concur has preced­
ence. The House was dividing, and upon that question the vote 
must be taken. If the House votes that down, then the matter of 
the amendment of the gentleman from Nebraska would be before 
the House. As many as are in favor of receding and concurring 
will rise in their places and be counted. 

The House divided; and there were-ayes 81., noes 88. 
Mr. WILSON of Idaho. Tellers, Mr. Speaker. 
Tellers were ordered; and the Speaker appointed Mr. CANNON 

and Mr. WILSON of Idaho. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair desires that the House shall un­

derstand the proposition. As many as are in favor of receding 
and concurring in the Senate amendments will now pass between 
the tellers. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported-ayes 90, 
noes 74. 

Mr. RANEY. I demand the y-eas and nays, Mr. Speaker. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were-yeas 100, nays 88, 
not voting 166; a.s follows: 

Acheson, 
Adams, 
Andrews, 
Baker, 1\1d. 
Baker, N·. H. 
Bankhead, 
Bell, Colo. 
Bell, T ex. 
Bish op, 
Black, Ga. 
Brewster, 
Broderick, 
Buck, 
Bull 
Catc~oos, 
Chickermg, 
Clardy, 
Cohb, 
Coffin, 
Corliss, 
Cummings, 
Curtis, Iowa 
Curt is, N. Y. 
Dayton, 
De Witt, 

Abbott, 
Aldrich, T. H. 
Allen, Miss. 
Arnold, R.I. 
Babcock, 
Bailey, 
Belknap, 
Berry. 
Binghiu:n, 
Blue, 
Boutelle, 
Bromwell. 
Burton, Mo. 
Burton, Ohio 
Calder head, 
Cannon, 
Clark, Iowa 
Clark . .Mo. 
Codding, 
Connolly, 
Cook , Wis. 
Cooke, ill 

YEA.a--100. 
Dockery, Johnson, N.Dak. 
Dovener, Knox , 
Ellis, Lavton, 
Erdman L efever, 
Fairchild, Lester, 
Fischer, Linton, 
Fowler, L ittle, 
Gamble, Long, 
Gardner, Loud, 
Grout, L oudenslager, 
Hager, 1\!ahany, 
Hainer, Nebr. Mahon, 
Halterman, McClure, 
Harmer, McCreary,Ky. 
Harris, McCulloch, 
Hart, Mercer, 
Hartman, Meyer, 
Henry, Conn. Miller, W.Va. 
Hermann, Mon dell, 
Hopkins, Moody, 
Howe, Mozl-ey, 
Howell, N ewli.md:s, 
Hunter, Noonan, 
Jenkins, Otjen, 
Johnson, Cal. Patterson, 

Cooper, Tex. 
Cooper, Wis. 
CTowthe.r, 
Crum.p, 
Curtis, Kans. 
Dalzell, 
Dina-ley, 
Doolittle, 
Eddy, 
Ellett, 
Evans, 
Faris, 
Gibson, 
Graff, 
Griffin, 
Grow, 
Harrison, 
Hemenwaa, 1ffifY• In . 

Huff, 
Kiefer, 

NAYS-88. 
Kirkpatrick, 
Lacey, 
L eighty, 
Lewis, 
Low, 
Maddox, 
Maguire, 
Marsh. 
McUall, Tenn. 
McEwan, 
Milliken, 
Minor, Wis. 
Murphy, 
Otey, 
Overstreet, 
Owens, 
Pugh, 
Raney, 
Reeves, 
Richardson, 
Ri:naker, 
Scranton, 

NOT VOTING-166. 
Aitken, Fitzgerald, Leisenring, 
Aldrich, W. F. Fletcher, Leonard, 
Aldrich, ill Foot e, Linney, 
Allen, Utah Foss, Livingston, 
Anderson, Gillet, N.Y. Lorimer, 
Apsley, Gillett, Mass. M.a.rtin, 
Arnold, Pa. Goodwyn, McCall, Mass. 
Atwood, Griswold, 1\IcCleary,Minn. 
Avery, Grosvenor, McClelJan, 
Baker, Kans. Hadley, McCormi ck, 
Barham, ~j McDea.rmon, 
Ba-rney, y, 1\lcLs.chlan, 
Barrett, Hardy, McLaurin., 
Bar tholdt Hatch, McMillin, 
Bartlett, Ga. Heatwole, McRae, 
Bartlet t , N.Y. Heiner , Pa. Meiklejohn, 
Beach , Henderson, Mer edith, 
Bennett, H endrick, Miles, 
Black , N. Y. Hepburn, Miller, Kans. 
Bowers, Hicks, Milnes, 
Brosius, Hilborn, Miner, N. Y. 
Brown, Bitt, Mitchell, 
Brumm, Hooker, Money, 
Burrell, Howard, Morse, 
C'lar ke, Ala. Hubbard, Moses. 
Cockrell, Hulick, Murray, 
Colson, Ruling, Neill. 
Cooper, Fla. Hull, Northway, 
Cousins, Hurley, Odell, 
Cowen, Hutcheson, Ogden, 
Cox, Hyde, Parker, 
Crisp, Johnson, Ind. Pearson, 
Crowley, Jones, P endleton, 
Culberson, Joy, Perkins, 
Danford, Kem, Pickler, 
Daniels, Kendall, Powers, 
De Armond, Kerr, Quigg, 
Denny, Kleberg, Ray 
Dinsmore, Kulp, Rob~rtson, La. 
Dolliver, Kyle, Rot>inson, Pa. 
Draper, Latimer, Royse, 
Fenton, Lawson, Rusk, 

Pa~e. 
Phillips, 
Pitney, 
Poole, 
Price, 
Prince, 
Reyburn, 
Russell, Conn. 
Ru sell, Ga. 
Sayers, 
Shafroth, 
Sherman, 
Stahle, 
Stone, C. W. 
Tawney, 
Terry, 
Thorp, 
Tyler. 
VanHorn, 
Van Voorhis, 
Walker, Mass. 
W ellington, 
Wilson. Idaho 
Wood, 
Woodard. 

Shuford, 
Skinner 
Smith, in. 
Sorg, 
Southard 
Southwick, 
Sperry, 
Stewart, N. J. 
Strong, 
Strowd, N. 0. 
Talbert, 
Tate, 
'rhomas, 
Tra.ceweU. 
Treloar, 
Turner, Ga. 
"(Jpdegra:tf, 
Warner, 
Wheeler, 
Williams, 
Woodman. 
Wrig-ht. 

Sauerhering, 
Settle, 
Shannon, 
Shaw, 
Simpkins, 
Smith, Mich. 
Snover, 
Sp ldi:ng, 
Spark:man. 
Spencer, 
Stallings, 
Steele, 
Stephenson, 
Stewart, Wis. 
Stone, W. A. 
Strait, 
Strode, Nebr. 
Sulloway, 
Sulzer, 
Swanson. 
Taft, 
Tayler, 
Towne, 
Tracey, 
Tucker, 
Turner, Va. 
Wadsworth, 
Walker, Va. 
Wanger, 
W ashingto:n. 
Watson, Ind. 
Watson, Ohio 
White, 
Wllber, 
Willis, 
Wilson, N. Y. 
Wilson, Ohio 
Wilson, S. C. 
Woomer, 
Yoakum. 

So the motion to recede and concur in th-e Senate amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. CLARKE of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I desire to know how 
I am record~d. 

The SPE.A KER. The gentleman is recorded in the affirmative. 
Mr. CLARKE of Alabama. I did not vote, Mr. Speaker. I am 

paire~ .and simply announce that I am present. 
The following pairs were announced: 
Until further notice: 
Mr. D.A.LZELL with Mr. CRISP . 
.Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts with Mr. COWEN. 
Mr. GROi'YE~OR with Mr. McMILLIN. 
Mr. STEPHENSOX w.ith Mr. NEILL. 
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'Mr. JoHNSON of Indiana with Mr. Cox. 
Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts with Mr. DE ARMOND. 
:Mr. PICKLER with Mr. Jl.lrLES. 
Mr. JEl\~INS with Mr. DEN~TY. 
"!Ir. l\1ILNES with .Mr. STRAIT. 
-Mr. BARL~Y with :Mr. BUCK. 
Mr. HITT with Mr. WASHINGTON. 
Mr. HENDERSON with l\1r. CUL13ERSON, 
Mr. SPALDING with Mr. SPENCER. 
Mr. STEELE with J\.1r. 1\fcCLELLA.N. 
Mr. HEATWOLE with 1\Ir. DINSMORE. 
Mr. Foss with Mr. McLAURIN. 
Mr. COUSINS with 1\Ir. LIVINGSTON. 
Mr. TowNE with Mr. WILsoN of South Carolina. 
Mr. SMITH of Michigan with.Mr.:BERRY. 
'Mr. TRACEY with 1\Ir. McRAE. 
Mr. BARHAM with Mr. KYLE. 
Mr. MEIKLEJOHN with Mr. CROWL"EY. 
Mr. FOOTE with Mr. HUTCHESON. 
Mr. COLSON with Mr. KENP.ALL. 
Mr. WHITE with Mr. SP AR.KMA.N. 
Mr. LEISENRING with Mr. TUCKER. 
.Mr. WILSON of{)hio with MT. ·RuSK. 
'Mr. WILLIA.M F. ALDRICH with Mr. 'MOSES. 
Mr. BOWERS with Mr. MINER of New York. 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE with Mr. LAWSON. 
Mr. WATSON of Ohiowith Mr. COCKRELL. 
Mr. RoYSE with Mr. TURNER of Virginia, except on Tncke-r-

y ost election case. 
""For this day: 
Mr. SNOVER-with 1\fr. YOAKUM. 
Mr. McCLEARY of Minnesota with Mr. CLARKE of Alabama. 
Mr. HicKs with Mr. JQNES. 
Mr. OTEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to know how I am re­

-corded. 
The SPEAKER. 'The gentleman is recorded in the affirmative. 
Mr. OTEY. I wanted to vote in the nega-tive. I desire to 

change my-vote to "nay.~' 
The name of :Mr. 0TEY was called, and he voted "'nay." 
The result of the vote was then announced .as above recorded. 

t.Applause.] 
SU.BW A. YS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to appoint as a subcommit­
tee on the resolution relating to the -subways in the District of 
Columbia Mr. B.A.:BCOCK, Mr. ODELL, and Mr. RICHARDSON. 

SOLDIERS' HOME .AT L"E.A VENWORTH. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints on the committee to in-ves­

tigate the 'Soldiers' Home at Leavenworth Mr. GROUT of VeT­
mon-t, Mr. CHARLES W. STONE of Pennsylvania, Mr. W A.RNER 
of lllinois, 1\fr. SAYERS of Texas, and Mr. LAYTON of Ohio. 

The Chair will lay before the House the following House bill 
with a Senate amendment. 

:M:r. LITTLE. A parliamentary inquiry. I would like to know 
if it would:no-t be in order to proceed with the consideration of the 
bill which was under consideration when the conference report 
was called up. 

.The SPEAKER. There wm be a ·conference report presented. 
Mr. LITTLE,. That was a bill where the second had ·been 

ordered. I would ask if it would be in order to proceed with the 
consideration of that bill? 

The SPEAKER. It would, unless a conference report is pre­
sented. 

l1r. EVANS. 1 would be glad if the Speaker will allow the 
m-atter to proceed. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, a House bill with Sen­
a-te mnendment will be laid before the House. 

There was no objection. 
FRAUDULENT BOTTLING OF LIQUORS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the bill (H. R. 4580) amend­
ing section 3449 of the Revised Statutes, with Senate amendment. 

The bill -and Senate amendment were read. 
Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I move -that the 'House concur in 

the·Senate amendment. 
The motion was agreed to; andaccordinglythe House conc1l.ITed 

in theSenate amendment. 
On motion of Mr. EV Al~S, a motion to reconsider the vote by 

which the Senate amendment was concurred in was laid on the 
table. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message from the Senate, by .Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, 

announced that -the Senate had passed without amendment the 
biH (H. R. 7338) for the relief of William H. Scofield, Jacob 
l3rady, James Ketcham, Annie Booth, -as administratrix ·of the 
1goods, chattels, and credits of George W • .Booth, deceased; Wilson 

P. Billar, Ezra L. Waterhouse, Moses C. 13e11, George W. Byles, 
and George A. Scofield. 

The message also announced that the Senate had agreed to the 
report of the committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 
9409) making appropriations to supply deficiencies in the appro­
priations for expenses of the Rouse of Representatives, and for 
other purposes. 

'The message also announced that the Senate having proceeded 
in pursuance of the Constitution to reconsider the bill entitled "An 
act granting a pension to Francis E. Hoover," returned to the 
House of Representatives by the President of the ·united States 
with his objections, and sent by the House of Representatives to 
the Senate with the message of the President returning the bill: 

Resolved, That the bill do pass, two-thirds of the Senate agreeing to pass 
the same. 

"The message also announced that the Senate had passed the bill 
(S. 2555) to -authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to issue leases 
of certain islands in Alaska for the breeding of foxes; in which 
the concurrence of the House was requested. 

The message also announced that the Sena-te ha.d j)assed with­
out amendment bills of the followi..ng titles: 

A bill (H.R.8321) to authorize the county of St. Louis,in the 
State of Minnesota, to build or authorize the building of a :foot 
and w.agon ·bridge .across the St. Louis River between M~nnesota 
and Wisconsin, at a :point near Fond -du .Lac, in said State of 
Minnesota; .and 

A bill (H. R. 9226) to change the timeand places :for the district 
and circuit courts of the northern district of Texas. 

The mess~ge also announced that the Senate had passed with 
amendments the bill (ILR..4580) to ame11d section 3449 _of the 
Revised Statutes; in w.hich the concurrence of the House was .re­
quested. 

The.message also announced that the Senate had.agreed to:t.he 
xeport of th-e committee of conference on -the disagreeing votes 
of th-e two Houses on .the amendments of -the Senate-to the 'hill 
(H. R. 5210) 1naking appTopriations .to pTovide for the expenses 
of the goveJ.'!illlent of the District of Columbia for the :fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1897, and for other purposes. 

A further _.message from the Sena-te, by Mr. ~PLATT, one of its 
clerks, announced tha-t -the Senate had passed without amend­
ment the bill (H. R. 9447 J to amend section 1 of the act to amend 
an act entitled "An act authorizing the Postmaster-General to 
adjust certain claims of postmasters for ..loss by burglary," .etc., 
approved May 9, 1888. 

D.ISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. APPROPRIATION lULL, 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I desire to present :a conf-erence re-o 
port on the District appropriation bill. 

The conference report w.as read, as--follows: 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing v:otes of the two .Houses 

on certain amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 5210) making aP1_lTo­
priations to provide for the expenses of the government of the .Distn.ct of 
Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1891, and for other purposes, hav­
ing met, after full and free conference have agreed to recommend and do 
recommend "to their .respective Houses as follows: 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendments of the 
Senate numbered 100,.171, 172,173, 17-!, 175,176,177,178,179,180,181,182,183,184,185, 
187, 18S, 1 9, 190, and 191 . 

Amendment numbered 99: That the Senate recede from its disagreement 
to the amendment of ·the House to the amendment of the Senate numbered 
99 and :agree to the same with an amendment as fo!lows: In lieu of the matter 
inserted by said Houseamend.ment insert the following: "Provided, That the 
Comurissioners of the District of Columbia may, under such reasonable re­
strictions as they -may -prescribe, authorize.any existin~ electric light com­
pany having uverhead Wll'es to maintain.a:n.d use for a periOd of eig.htnwnths, 
and no lon~er, its existin~ poles and overhead wires west of Rock Creek in 
places outs1de of the existrng .fire limits of the city of Washington and of the 
District of Columbia, and any such overhead wire system may be extended 
west of Rock Creek and outside of said .fire limits, to continue only for the 
said period of eight months, and at the end of said period all right or author­
ity he1·eby conferred shall cease. And the said Commissioners may also 
authorize any :snch existing electric lig.ht company to construct and use, 
under .such regulations as the Commissioners may .fix, conduits for the .re­
ception of existing overhead wires within the territory formerly known.as 
Georgetown, and to extend the same by an aggregate of not more than -one 
and a guarter miles of conduit-in the same territory. And the United States 

~~~fc~~t~~~~~n~titiK !h;e~~~t~~~f~~~cgn~f"tfe~~n't"!:'~ 
Washington and Columbia Heights under such regulations as the Commis­
sioners of the District of Ooluml:ria.may pl'escribe ''; and the House agree to 
the.same. 

Amendment numbered 193: That the House recede from its disagreement 
to the amendment of the Senate numbered 193, and agree to the same with 
an amendment as follows: Strike out all after the word "dollars," in line3, 
down to and including the word "denomination," in line 6 of said amend­
ment; and the Senate agree to the same. 

Amendment numbered 194: That the House recede from its disagreement 
to the amendment of the Senate numbered 194, and agi'ee -to the same with 
an .amendment .as follows: On page 40, after line 19 of the bill, insert 'U.S-a 
sel?arate paragraph, before amendment numbered 195, the following: 

And it is hereby declared to be the policy of the Government of the U.nited 
States to ·make no appropriation of money or property for the pur:pese of 
founding, maintaining, or aiding by-payment fm· services, expenses, or other­
wise, any church or Peligious denomination, or any institution or society 
which is under sectarian or ecclesiastical control; and it is heTeby enacted 
that from and after the 30th day of June, 1897, no money appropriated for 
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.charitable purposes in the District of Columbia shall be paid to any church 
or religious denomination, or to any institution or society which is under 
sectarian or ecclesiastical control." · 

.And the Senate agree to the same. 
Amendment numbered 195: That the House recede from its disagreement 

to the amendment of the Senate numbered 195, and agree to the same with 
·runendments.asfollows: In line 15 of said amendment, after the word "denom­
ination," insert the words "or any institution or society which is under secta­
rian or ecclesiastical control." After the word •• extent," in line 22 of said 
amendment, insert the words "within the limitations of the policy herein be­
fore declared; and if not, the probable expense of providing and maintaining 
public institutions for such purpose." Strike out lines~ and 33, inclusive. of 
said amendment and insert in lieu thereof the following: "Said committee is 
authorized to sit durin~ the recess; and the necessary expenses of the com­
mittee, including clerical and stenoaraphic work, shall be paid out of the 
contingent funds of the Senate and Honse of Representatives jointly, on the 
certificate of the chairman of the committee;" and the Senate agree to the same. 

WILLIAM W. GROUT, 
MARLON PITNEY, 
ALEX. M. DOCKERY, 

Manage1·s on the pa1·t of the House. 
H. M. TELLER, 
W. B. ALLISON, 
F. M. COCKRELL, 

Managers on the pa1·t of the Senate. 
The statement of the Honse conferees was read, as follows: 
The. managers on the part of the House of the conference on the disagree­

i!!g votes of the two Houses on certain amendments of the Senate to the bill 
(H. R . 5210) making appropriations for the government of the District of Co­
lumbia submit the following written statement in explanation of the effect 
of the action agreed upon and recommended in the accompanying conference 

r~~~~~~=gd==;~~fthn;B:~:~~~~enate amendment numbered 99: In lieu of 

r!~E!n'1:t~~f~~YJ~~~Ig;~e~~~1t~eJ~tb';.:!~~~at~~l!rk: ~~~!eotfr:r1rmi: 
of the District, inserts as a substitute therefor the provision the text of 
which is fully set forth in the conference report. 

On No. 100: Strikes out the provision proposed by the House regulating the 
prices to be paid for electric light and electric power in the District of Co­
lumbia. 
~~m~~~~~m~~~~-~~~~~ 

188, 189~ 190, 191, 193, 194,, and 195, relating to the charities of the District of 
Columoia: The appropriations for the various charitable institutions are 
made in specific terms, as proposed by the Senate, and a provision is inserted 
declaratory of the policy of the United States with reference to apllropria­
tions for charities m the District of Columbia, the full text of wh1ch pro· 
vision is set forth in the conference report; and provision is made, as pro­
posed by the Senate, for a joint committee of Congress to inquire and report 
as to the best methods of caring for the poor and destitute in the District of 
Columbia after the close of the fiscal year 1891. 

WILLIAM W. GROUT, 
MARLON PITNEY, 
ALEX. M. DOCKERY, 

Manage1·s on the part of the House. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, this is the fourth report that the 
conferees on this bill have submitted, and I am sure the House 
will be glad to learn that we have at last fully agreed. I will 
occupy but a minute or two in giving a summary of figures show­
ing what has been done in the bill: 

The bill as finally agreed upon appropriates $5,905,082.48, be­
ing an increase over the current appropriations of $159,639.23, 
and $3591403.91 over the appropriations for the preceding fiscal 
year of 1895. . 

For paving streets the appropriations amount to $163,500, an 
increase of $19,000. 

For constructing county roads the appropriations are $90,500, 
an increase of $25,500. 

For sewers the appropriations are $376,000, an increase of 
$44,700, and authority is given to contract for $75,000 more. 

For public schools the appropriations are $1,193,056, including 
authority to contract for completion of certain school buildings, 
an increase of $55,440 over current law; provision being made for 
four new school buildings, including a high-school building in 
Georgetown; for the reconstruction of three old buildings and the 
enlargement of another. 

An increase of 50 privates in the Metropolitan police is author­
ized-twice the number that has ever been authorized heretofore in 
any single appropriation bill. 

The fire department is increased by provision for two new en­
gine houses, engines therefor, and for a new hook-and-ladder 
truck. 

For lighting streets with gas a reduction is made from $20.50 
per lamp to $20, and an increase in the service is required from 
the old" moonlight" schedule of 3,000 hours per annum to an all­
night schedule of 3,7G2 hours per annum; andabout$7,500 is given 
for extension of the service. If this be reckoned according to the 
old schedule, there is a reduction of about $17,000 or more in the 
cost of lighting by gas. 

For lighting streets with electricity a reduction is made in the 
limit of cost from 40 cents to 30 cents per lamp per night, a re­
duction, as will be seen, of 25 per cent in the cost of lighting by 
electricity. And new service is provided for to the amount of 
$11,000 or thereabouts. 

l\fr. PITNEY. According to my understanding of the bill, as 
we have agreed upon it in c.~ference, the effect of the gas-light­
ing provision is to reduce the price of gas for public lighting to 85 
cents per thousand. 

Mr. GROUT. I should have stated in passing that while the 

bill which the two Houses recently agreed upon, and which has 
been approved by the President, reduces the cost of gas 25 per 
cent to private consumers and to the Government where used 
through the meter-that is, in the public buildings-it did not 
touch the subject of gas used in thestreetlamps. Your conferees 
insisted that there should be in this branch of the service a corre­
sponding reduction; and they struggled long and resolutely for 
that reduction, ·but were unable to carry a reduction to that 
extent. They did, however, secure a provision for gas through 
the public lamps at the ra~ of 85 cents per thousand, or in that 
neighborhood, which, as I pave already stated, amounts to about 
$17,000-

Mr. Speaker, I have given these figures for the information of 
our constituents, the people of the District. of Columbia, who have 
found much fault with the Appropriations Committee on account 
of what they have termed the small appropriations made in this 
bill. But the bill, as will be seen, is much larger than the bill for 
the last two years; and I now say that it is the largest District 
bill ever passed by the two Houses. It has never bean equaled in 
amount. While I make this statement, I would not have you 
think your conferees have been extravagant. On the other hand,. 
we think we have sn:}ceeded in keeping the bill within reasonable 
limits. As the bill went over to the Senate from the House it car­
ried $5,418,960.39. The Senate added thereto $1,86.6,179.03. Of 
this amount of increase put on by the Senate that body yielded in 
conference $1,380,056.94 and the House yielded $486,122.09, leav­
ing the aggregate of appropriations in the bill as finally agreed 
upon $5,905,082.48. 

Mr. PITNEY. Will the gentleman allow me to say that in 
addition to the increase of 81,866,179.03 the Senate reappropriated 
an unexpended balance of a former appropriation amounting to 
$266,546.38, so that the actual addition made by the Senate was 
52,152,725.41? 

Mr. GROUT. The statement of the gentleman is correct. 
Now, one word about an item which was stricken from the bill 

and which has been a ·snbjectof much criticism in another place, 
as well as in the public prints of the city. I refer to the proposal 
to resume work on what is known as the Lydecker tunnel, upon 
which there has heretofore been expended, as gentlemen may gen­
erally ki;Jow (though some may not), between two and three mil­
lion dollars, to bring water from the reservoir above Georgetown 
to the new reservoir up by the Soldiers' Home, which is still 
empty, carrying the water through an underground conduit, in 
some places170 feet beneath the surface. 

Well, it was abandoned five or six years after the expenditure 
of this large sum of money, not only as an impracticable scheme, 
but because there was a wicked waste of money in conducting the 
work, on account of certain frauds which were discovered. Re­
cently a board of engineers has examined this tunnel, and they 
recommend that an appropriation be made by which it is believed 
it can be made available for use. That r eport, however, was not 
submitted to the House Committee on Appropriations. The propo­
sition was put in on the bill in the Senate. In fact, it was too late 
for the Honse committee to act upon it. We had, therefore, no 
investigation of the matter. The amendment of the Senate called 
for some $600,000 appropriation now, and involved the total ex­
penditure of nearly $900,000. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, for one I want to say for myself, and I also 
speak the sentiments of my associates in that conference, I felt 
unwilling to enter upon an expenditure of that sum until we 
could takA the matter more carefully under consideration; could, 
in short, talk it over with the gentlemen who made this report, 
and ask them certain questions touching, first, if you please, the 
practica1>ility of clearing out the silt that would certainly form 
in the tunnel and yet keep up the supply of water to those de­
pendent on the tunnel for water. I do not say that the scheme is 
an impracticable one; but my mind was not clear. I wanted the 
information I have indicated; also information on other points. 
It may be all right; I do not know. I want a chancG, before I 
consent to this expenditure, to ask these gentlemen who recom­
mend the completion of the tunnel about several imporbnt mat­
ters connected with it; and all your conferees were of the same 
opinion. We wanted more information upon the subject, and we 
resisted this item, which was stricken out of the bill in the confer­
ence. When I know more about it I may be for it first and last. 
Cong1·ess has been soundly berated by the District press for not 
having entered on the scheme, and now before we take it up again 
I think we should be sure it is the best way to furnish an addi~ 
tionai supply of water. 

I will also say in further explanation that your conferees were 
not clear but that the present supply of water is fully equal to 
the immediate necessities of the city. 

The fact is, at the time this tunnel was abandoned, or soon 
after, and to take the place, in part at least, of this tunnel, some 
six or seven hundred thousand dollars was appropriated for a 
high-pressure service on Capitol Hill, which is but just completed. 
It was also said that the dam at the Great Falls was not high 



... 
a. 

1896. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-. HOUSE. 6425 
enough· to supply the ·aqueduct with all the water it would carry 
and that it should be increased in height. An appropriation was 
accordingly made for that purpose and the dam was raised. It 
was also ascertained that the aqueduct was about one-fourth full 
of a silt sediment; an appropriation of $14,000 was made in the 
last appropriation bill to clean it out. That work is now about 
completed, and when the increased volume of water is turned into 
the aqueduct by reason of the raised dam at Great Falls, and 
when the aqueduct is thoroughly cleaned out, it is estimated that 
the supply of water will be increased 25 per cent, and your con­
ferees were not at all certain but the increased supply would meet 
all the demands for some time to come. Not having full infor­
mation on this point we put in a provision calling on the Secre­
tary to investigate and report on the subject. 

Mr. Speaker, there is another consideration in this connection: 
Sewers should go ahead ·of an increased water supply in this as 
in every city, for which we have liberally provided in this bill. 
When we get the sewers under way we will then be sure to have 
plenty of water. 

As to the charities, I will say that after fully considering the 
sectarian question involved your conferees finally concluded to 
agree to the same limitation attached to the Indian appropria­
tion bill as to sectarian schools; and principally for the reason 
that the House had already agreed to that prorision. 

This provision will give time to prepare for the change which 
the bill provides for in that respect, and at the same time after 
.June 30,1897, forbids the appropriation of any public money to 
any institution or society under sectarian or ecclesiastical control. 
This fully saves the principle declared in the House bill, and 
ought to be satisfactory to the most exacting. 

Now I yield to the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. LINTON] so 
much time as he may desire. 

Mr. LINTON. I wish to congratulate the Congress and the 
people of this country upon the outcome of the acrimonious con­
troversy which we have had over the question of Government 
support of sectarian institutions. Yesterday at each end of the 
Capitol men of all parties, men of all creeds and of no creed, voted 
almost as a unit in favor of the clause inserted in the Indian bill 
stating that "it is hereby declared to be the settled policy of the 
Government to hereafter make no appropriation whatever for 
education in any sectarian school." The adoption of this section 
was a great victory for the free schools of America as against the 
so-called sectarian or parochial schools that have for many years 
been receiving subsidies from the public Treasury, and to which 
our entire people, against the bitter protest of a great majority, 
have been contributing. The fa-ct that the measure carried a 
small appropriation, only 50 per cent of last year, and then only 
to be expended at the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior 
in places where schools are necessary and where nonsectarian 
schools can not possibly be provided at once, is simply an incident 
in the triumph of the principle for which we have been so ardently 
striving. The appropriation, small as it is, is but temporary; but 
the declaration that the. Government will not again, under any 
circumstances, pay for education in this class of schools is perma­
nent and becomes a part of the law of the land. To-day we go 
still further, and, with hardly an objection in either House of Con­
gress, adopt in the pending measure a section or declaration 
framed in practically the precise language of the joint resolution 
it was my honor to introduce early in the session, as follows: 

And it is hereby declared to be the settled policy of the Government of the 
United States to make no appropriation of money or property for the pur­
pose of founding, maintainm~, or aiding, by payment for serv1ces, expenses, . 
or otherwise, any church, religious denomination, or reli~ous society, or any 
institution society, or undertaking, which is wholly or m part under secta­
rian or ecciesiastical control, and it is hereby enacted that from and after the 
30th of June, 1897, no money appropriated for charitable purposes shall be 
paid to any church or religious denomination or to any institution or society 
which is under sectarian or ecclesiastical control 

This should cause the demands for church subsidies to cease for 
all time to come, and I hope they may never again be presented to 
Congress in any shape or form; because if they are there will 
against them be the gathering of that storm predicted by theN ew 
England Senator, as the great mass of our people, irrespective of 
party or religion, will not again permit them to exist for a mo­
ment. 

. I believe that the enactment of to-day's legislation puts a stop to 
this agitation at the nation's Capitol, and will cause a better. feel­
ing among our citizens throughout the country. Therefore, again 
I desire to congratulate the members of the House and Senate upon 
the outcome of the fight in having firmly established the principle 
that the Government of our country will not in the future in any 
way support the schools of creed or the institutions of sect. The 
last two days have seen the enactment of laws that will remain in 
history and ma1·k an epoch in the nation's progress. 

:M:r. GROUT. I now yield to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
CANNON] . 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I beg the attention of the House 

for a few moments now in the closing hour of this first session 
of the Fifty-fourth Congress. 

In a word, I want to congratulate the House on the work of 
this session. Coming here, most of us, new to legislation in the 
beginning of the Congress, we brought a sincere desire to faith­
fully represent our constituents, and by wise legislation and 
appropriation to enact the will of the majority into law. 

:M:r. Speaker, this is a Government through parties. The 
Government is best served when a party that" in fact stands for 
the majority of the people has full power. It then writes its 
policies, economic and financial, upon the statute book. 

The Republican party has not power, except in the House of 
Representatives. The Senate is worse than Democratic, and Mr. 
Cleve] and is President. To the best of our ability, from the prac­
tical standpoint, we proposed revenue measures that in these try­
ing times would save us from borrowing money, and the House 
has performed its duty. But not having the power in the Senate, 
that bill slept the sleep of death there. Nothing was left us but 
to make the appropriations necessary to carry on the Government, 
taking care that we only appropriated the money absolutely nec­
essary to supply the needs of the Government, and in no instance 
entering upon new fields of appropriation save where their impor­
tance was so manifest that a sound public sentiment would justify 
even the borrowing of money to carry them on. [Applause.] 

Therefore we have authorized expenditures for the fortification 
of our seacoasts, in order to give our people assurance of perma­
nent safety, in a greater sum than the aggregate of all appropri­
ations for the like purpose made from 1888 to 1896; and we believe 
that the country will justify us in that expenditure. A liberal 
naval bill has been enacted. Wise legislation h~s been written 
upon the statute book, by which (fashioned by the Committee on 
the Judiciary) we correct abuses that abounded through the ad­
ministration of justice in the courts of the country. The House 
has done promptly, with wisdom, what it was possible to do. To 
sum it all up in a word, no scandals can be charged to this House. 

While we hav~ been unable to do all that we desired, we have 
been enabled to keep our record clean; and now, in these last 
hours, we can unite in assuring all the people, if they will give 
us, next November, full power in House and Senate and Execu­
tive Mansion, that we will write upon the statute book the pro­
tective, economic policy of the Republican party. [Applause on 
the Republican side.] And while in the future, with full power, 
we will make wise and economical appropriations, not scant and 
insufficient, but wise and economical, we give assurance to the 
country that through our system we will bring revenue enough 
from the business and commerce of a prosperous people to pay 
the appropriations that we make, and at the same time restore 
confidence to the country; and, with that renewed confidence, 
under that economic policy, employment will again seek the 
laborer instead of the laborer seeking employment. [Applause 
on the Republican side.j ~ . 

In a word, we believe, with the Republican party restored to 
complete power, with its protective economic revenue policy 
written on the statute book, and the Democratic policy taken off 
the statute book, that the cause of the disease which now infects 
the body politic, and has done so since November, 1892, will be 
removed; that the cause of the disease being removed, the patient 
will again become sound and healthy, and that, with the cause 
of the disease removed, its symptoms will disappear, and the 
Populist quack, the Democratic free-silver quack, and the fiat­
money quack, who all seek to treat symptoms only, will vanish as 
the vapors of the night vanish before the rising sun. [Great ap-
plause.] · 

Then, Mr. Speaker, we will again have universal employment, 
increased production and consumption, and plenty of money, all as 
good as gold, to do the business of the country, just as we had all 
these blessings from 1879 t.o 1892, inclusive. 

Mr. Speaker, having made these general remarks, I proceed to 
state the work of the session in detail touching appropriations for 
the public service. 

The appropriations for the session just closing amount to 
$515,759,820.49. 

The estimates on which these appropriations were based. and 
sub~t~d by the Executive to Congress at the beginning of the 
sessiOn m the regular Book of Estimates, or from time to time in 
special or supplemental estimates, amounted to$529,134,193.92, or 
$13,374,373.43 more than has been appropriated. 

The whole amount of appropriations, $515,759,820.49, charged 
to this session includes $119,054,160 under permanent laws, of 
~hich amount $50,000,000 is for sinking fund and $30,500,000 for 
mterest on the public debt, or $3,355,614.40 more than was included 
at the last session of Congress in the statements of appropriations, 
and is on account of the increase of $162,315,400 in the bonded 
indebtedness of the country by the present Administration up to 
February, 1895 •. the interest and sinking-fund charge on account of 
the later bond ISsue of $100,000,000 in February, 1896, amounting 
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to $4,400,000, not being included in the estimates of pm'IDanent 
appropriations, as stated and submitted to Congress in the last 
re!5Ular Book of Estimates. 

The increase in the principal of the interest-bearing debt of the 
conntry under the present Administration, by the loans negoti­
ated in February and November, 1894; February, 1895, and Feb­
ruary, 1896, amounts to $262,315,400, which entails an annual 
interest charge of $11,492,616, and to meet the sinking-fund obli­
gations the further sum of $2,623,154. 

Dm:ing the Administration of Mr. Harrison, from March, 1889, 
to March, 1893, the principal of the interest-bearing debt of the 
United States was reduced in amount $258,192,900, and the annual 
interest charge was thereby diminished $10,327,716. 

The Table B, giving a history of the appropriation bills for 
this session, which I shall incorporate at the conclusion of my 
remarks, sho.ws in detail, by bills and in the aggregate, the esti­
mates submitted to Congress, the amount of the bills as ~·eported 
to the House, as passed by the House, as reported to the Senate, 
as passed by the Senate, and as they became laws, and the appro­
priations made at the last session of the last Congress. 

An examination of the table shows that the regular annual bills, 
including deficiencies, as passed by the Hous.e,madeareduction in 
the total estimates submitted by the Executive of $26,083,191.67; 
that they were incieased by the Senate $22,920;442.30, and that as 
they became laws they appropriate $10,636,624.06 less than as 
passed bythe·Senate, $12,283,818.24 more than as they passed the 
House, and ·$13 ~374,373.43 less than the estimated requirements of 
:the Administration. 

.The regular annual appropriations, including deficiencies, made 
at the last _session of Congress, amounted to 383,63.6,896..97, and 
included no river and harbor bill. So, excluding the river and 
harbor act passed at this session, it will be seen that the regular 
annual bills .as passed by the House appropriated only $373,505,-
082.25, or more -than $10,00(}~000 less than was appropriated by the 
last Democratic Congress, with t4e approval of a Democratic Ex­
ecutive. 

The following shows by titles the appropriations made at this 
session, in comparison with those made at the last session of Con­
gx:ess, with the increase or reduction in each: 

Title. 

,Agriculture--------

t1X:fon1a·t-ic-ruitl" consular _______ __ _ 
District of Colum-bia _______________ _ 
Fortification _ ------Indian ____ ------ ___ _ 
Legislative, etc ____ _ 
Military Academy_ 
Navy ---- ---------- -
Pension._-----------Post-Office ____ . ___ _ 
Riverand.ha.rbo:r __ 
Sundry civiL __ _ __ _ 

TABLE A. 

Amount this .Amount last Reduction. Increase. session. session. 

$3, 255, 532. 00 
23,278, 402. 73 

1, 642, 558. 76 

5, 905, 082. 48 
7' 397' 888. 00 
7, 390, 400. 79 

21, 518, 83-!. 71 
4!9' 5:ro. 61 

30, 562,739. 9.5 
141, 328, 580. 00 
92, 5n , SM. 22 
12, 621,800. 00 
33, 031, 152. 19 

1----

$3,300, 750. 00 
23, 252, 608. 09 

1,574, 458.76 
____________ !_. 

68, 100.00 

5, 745,443.25 -------- · ------ 159, 639.23 
1, 904, 557.50 ------- - -- - ---- 5, 493,330.50 
8, 762,751.24 1,372,254.45 --------------

21, 891, 718.08 372,883.87 ------------ - -

29,m:ru:~ -----~~~--~- --i;H6;494:6! 
141, 381, 570. 00 52,990.00 - -------------
89, 5-!5,997.86 --------------- 3,02.5,566. 36 

---------------- --------------- 12,621, 800.00 
46,568,160.40 13.537,008.21 --------------

Total _________ 380, 9.54-,157.44 373,811,~.15 15,898,090.08 22,540,725. 37 
.Deficiencies-------- 15, 326,500.05 9,825,374.82 - - ------------- 5, 501,128.23 

~-----1------~-----1------- Total _____ ____ 396,280,660.49 
"l\fiscellaneous (es­

timated for this 

383, 636, 896. !fl 15,398, 090. 08 28, 041, 853. 60 

session) __________ _ 425,000.00 297,667.37 127,332.63 
1------~------1------1------

The river and harbor bill appropriates $12,621,800, the whole 
of which is an apparent increase, no bill having been enacted at 
the last session. The river and ha1·bor act that was passed dur­
ing the first regular session of the last Congress appropriated 
$11 ,643,180. 

The inadequacy of appropriations made dm·ing the last Congress 
accounts for the apparent increase in deficiencies. 

The permanent appropriations show an apparent increase of a 
little less than $6,000,000, accounted for in part by the increase for 
sinking fund and interest on the public debt, to which I have al· 
ready adverted, and to an increase in the amount estimated to be 
required during the coming year for the redemption of notes of 
national banks that have sunendered circulation. 

Aside from a necessary increase in the number of seamen and 
men in the Navy and Marine Corps, in order to place in commis­
sion the new ships of war provided for by previous Congresses, 
there has been no appreciable increase in employments or of sala­
ries of employees authorized in any of the several Departments of 
the General Government. On the contrary, appropriations for 337 
employees, with salaries aggregating $475,190, in the Internal 
Revenue .Service, have been omitted because of the failure of the 
income-tax law under the decision of the Supreme Court. 

At the beginning of the session the Committee on Appropria-­
tions in its first -report to the House called attention to the 
abnormal growth in the expenditures under the fee system on 
account of United States courts, and to the fact that they had 
more than doubled during the period between 1885 and 1896. 
With commendable z.eal the Judiciary Committee of the House 
took up the question, and reported a well-digested measure, which 
was incorporated into the legislative, executive, and judicial ap· 
propriation bill, and is now the law, abolishing the fee system as 
to United States attorneys and marshals, and placing those offi· 
cials on fixed salaries; revising and redu"Cing the schedule of _fees 
of United States commissioners, and requiring their appointment 
to be mads by the district instead of the circuit courts, and for 
terms of four years each instead of for life, as heretofore. This 
legislation will, it is confidently asserted py those in position and 
competent to judge, reduce expenditures annually on account of 
United States courts more than $1,000,000, and will reduce to a 
minimum frivolous and malicious prosecutions. Under the fee 
sys.tem attorneys and marshals received as compensation during 
the fiscal year 1895 $708,219.70, or $16()-,719.70 more than the ag­
gregate of their salaries as fixed by the new law. The aggregate 
of their salaries as ·prescribed is $547,500, or $29.2,500 less than it 
was possible for them to earn under the fee system. 

As against thisrecord of reformatory legislation inaugurated by 
this House, it has been developed that the present administration 
of the Treasury .Department, under the discretion vested in it by 
law, has increased, sinceJ uly1, 1895, then umber of employees in the 
customs service by 331, and raised the compensation of 281 others, 
at a total cost for-nine months for both of $206,385.02; that it has 
expended or incurred expenditures amounting to $7,377,440 for 
the present year in collecting therevenue.from customs estimated 
at $165,000,000; whereas fm· the last whole fiscal year 1892, under 
President Harrison ·s Administration, there was collected under the 
McKinley tariff act $177,452,000 of customs revenue at a total cost 
of only$6,607,517, or $12,000~000 more of revenue and 5770,000 less 
of expense in collecting it . 

The following table shows the aggregate appropriations made 
during the Fifty-first, Fifty-second, and Fifty-third Congresses, 
and at the present session of the Fifty-fourth Congress: 

Approp1·iatians, [tScalyears 1891 to 1897, inclusive. 
FIFTY-FIRST CONGRESS. Total, reg u-

lar .annual 1891. 
appropria- Regular annual appropriations_ $361,770,057.79 tions ________ 396,705,660.49 383, 93!,56!. 34 15,398,090. 08 28,169, 186.23 

1 453 Permanentannual Permanent appropriations _____ 10 ,628, .00 
appropriations.__ 119, 01», 160.00 113,073, 95G. 32 --------------- 5, 980,200.68 

Grand total. 
regularRnd ~ 
permanent 
annual ap-
propriations 515,759,820.49 4W,008,520. 66 15,398,090.08 34,149,389. 91 ' 

.Net. increase this session over last session, $18,751,299.83. 

It will be noted from this exhibit that, while at this session 
reductions have been made in many of the appropriation acts, 
increases of any considerable amount appear in bnt few. 

Thus the fortification act is increased fl"'m 81,904,557.50 to 
$7,397,888, and in addition to the latter sum, authority-is given ·to 
enter into contracts to the further sum of 4,195,076, making, in 
all, $11,592,964 authorized at this session for the work of strength­
eniD~ our coast defenses, or nearly as much as had been given in 
all of the previous eight years combined, since the Government 
entered on the present plans of fortification and harbor defense. 

' 

The Post-Office bill is increased from $89,545,997.86 to $92,571,-
564.22, which is the usual increase requisite to keep pace with the· 
growth of population and commerce of the country. 

1892. 
Regular annual appropriations~ 402,531,864.55 
Permanent appropriations_____ 122,486,808.00 

$463,398,.510.79 

525,018,672.55 

Total appropriations Fifty-first Congress_ 988,417,183.34 

FIFTY-SECOND CONGRESS. 
1893. 

Regular annual appropriations_ $385, 736, 308. 71 
Permanent appropriations _ _ _ _ _ 121, 863, 880. 00 

1894. 
Regular annual appropriations_ 404,036,085.29 
Permanent appropriations _ _ _ _ _ 115, 468, 273. 92 

$507,600,188.71 

519,504,359.21 

Total appropriations Fifty-second Con­
gress---------------------------------- 1,027,104,547.92 
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FIFTY-THIRD CONGRESS. 

1895. 
Regular annual appropriations_ $391,156,005.03 
Permanent appropriations_____ 101,074,680.00 

1896. 
Regular annual appropriations_ 

$492,230,685.03 

Permanent appropriations ____ _ 
497,008,520.66 

Total appropriations Fifty-third Congress_ 989,239, 205. 69 

383,934,564.34 
113,073,956.32 

FIFTY-FOURTH CONGRESS-FIRST SESSION. 
1897. 

Regular annual appropriations_________________ $396, 705, 660.49 
Permanent appropriations ___________________ ._ 119,054,160.00 

Total first session________________________ 515, 759, 820.49 

The Fifty-first Congress was Republican in both branches, with 
a Republican Executive . . 

The Fifty-second Congress was composed of a House with a 
more than two-thirds Democratic majority, and a Senate with 
a narrow Republican majority. The Executive was Republican. 

The Fifty-third Congress was Democratic in both branches, 
with a Democratic Executive. 

The Fifty-fourth Congress is composed of a Republican House·, 
a. Senate having a Democratic and Populist majority, and the 
Executive is a Demom·at. 

RECEIPTS AND EXPEl\"'DITURES. 

The revenues of the Government from all sources, except postal 
receipts. which are devoted exclusively to the postal service, for 
the three complete fiscal years of the Harrison Administration, 
endin~ June 30,1892, and just preceding the last election of Mr. 
Cleveland, were as follows: 
1890 __________________________________________ _ 

1891 ... ------~----------------------------·----1892 __________________________________________ _ 

Total ___________________________________ _ 

$403,080,982.63 
392,612,447.31 
354, 937' 784. 24 

1,150,631,214.18 

~verage per 3Jlnum___________________________ 383,54B,738.06 

The ordinary expenditures of the Government for the same 
period, exclusive of the postal service, premium on redemption of 
bonds, and to me8t requirements of the sinking fund, were as 
follows: 
1890 ____________________________________________ 3297,736,486.60 
1891_ ___________________________________________ 355,372,684.74 
1892 ____________________________________________ 345,023,330.58 

Total _____________________________________ 998,132,501.92 

Average per annum ____________________ --· ... -____ 332,710,833.97 
The entire surplus of $152,133,565.52 of revenues over expend­

itures was applied.during the period named to the reduction of the 
public debt. 

During the two complete fiscal years of Mr. Cleveland's present 
Administration the revenues of the Government, except from 
postal receipts, have been as follows: 

1894__ __ ~ --------------------------------------- $29~.722,019.25 1895 ____________________________________________ 313,390,075.11 

Total ___________ . _________ ----------------- 611,112,094.36 

Average per annum_____________________________ 305,556,.047.18 
The ordinary expenditures of the Government for the same pe­

riod, exclusive of the postal service and to meet requirements of 
the sinking fund, were as follows: 
1894 ____________________________________________ $367,525,279.83 
1895 ____________________________________________ 356,195,298.29 

Total.------------------------------------ 723,720,578.12 

Average per annum---------------------------- 361,360,289.06 
The excess of expenditures, 112,608,483.76, over revenues for the 

first two years of Mr. Cleveland's present Administration, to­
gether with the excess of expenses over receipts of $26,504,984.04 
for the first eleven months of the present fiscal year 1896, has been 
met out of moneys derived from the sale of bonds. 

When Mr. Harrison retired from the White House on March 4,• 
1893, there was a net cash balance in the Treasury of$124,128,087.88. 

On the 1st day of June of this year, but for moneys derived 
from the sale of bonds, there existed an actual deficiency in the 
Treasury of 526,261,062.28. 

TA:BLE B.-Chronotogical hist0111 of approp1'-iation bills,ji1·st session of the Fifty-fourth Congress; estirnates and appropriations fm· the fiscal year 1.896-91; and 
appropriations f01" the fiscal yea1· 1895-96. 

[Prepared by the clerks to the Committees on Appropriations of the Senate and House of Re1>resentatives.] 

: P..eported to the House. Passed the House. Reported to the Senate. Passed the Senate. 
Title. Estilna~1~~~-----.----------l------~----------·l------.----------·l-----~----------

Dam. I 

~~~~~= = =~~~= = ==--~================ ==== Diplomatic and consular _________________ _ 
District of Columbia b _______ --------------
Fortification. _ --- -- _ --- -------------------. 
Indian--------------------------------------

~t!:~ea.~~my ==~========== ========== 
Navy_--------------------------------------
P ension -------- -- ------- ------· ------------
Post-Office e .. ---------------·--------------
River and harbor--------·-----------------
Sundry civil ____________ .----· ____ -------··-

a~. 542,692. 00 
2i, 003, 276. 03 
1,6!9,058. 76 

c7, 700, 4()5. 22 
7' 414, 033. ()() 

d 8, 750, 458.17 
. 22, 365, 051. 00 

619,169.61 
29, 31.3, 166.20 

H1, 384, 570. 00 
9i, 817,900.00 
f7' 700, 000. 00 
40,473,653. m 

Date. 

1896. 
Jan. 30 
Feb. 3 
Jan. 27 
Jan. 30 
Apr. 10 
Feb. 18 
... do ___ _ 
Jan. H 
Mar. 24 
J an. 9 
Feb. 26 
Apr. 3 
Mar. 26 

Total _ ----- ____ ----------------------- 388,830,033.92 ------- ---
Urfient deficiency, United States courts.) ijan. 20 

D~;~~n-~~~-~~-~~-~~~ -~~-~-~~-~~~- ~g16 000 000 00 Mar. 11 
Defl.ciency,1896,and prior years---------- J ' ' · Apr. 18 
Defl.ciency,1896,and prior years---------- June 6 
Deficiency, House of Representatives,etc. nne 8 

TotaJ _________ -------------- --···· ---- 40!, 830,033.92 

Amount. 

$3, 158, 392. 00 
23, 275, 900. 73 
1, 630, 058. 76 
5, 417, 960. 39 
5, 845,837.00 
8, 376, 995.17 

21,444,195. 51 
448,967.61 

31, 611, 00!. 95 
141, 3'2-5, 820.00 
91, 943, 75.7. 88 
10,351, 800. 00 
29,498,374.59 

Date. 

1896. 
Feb. 18 
Feb. 19 
Jan. 28 
Apr. ~ 
Apr. H 
Feb. 25 
Mar. 6 
Jan. 20 
Mar. 20 
Jan. 17 
Mar. 11 
Apr. 6 
Apr. 2 

Amount. 

$3, 215, 392. 00 
23, 275, 902. 73 
1, 630, 058. 76 
5, 4-18,960.39 
5, 845, 837. 00 
8, 4...9(1, 445. 17 

21,380, 76.5. 51 
448,117.61 

31, M7, .239. 9a 
141, ~. 820. 00 
91,819,557.88 
10, 453,860. 00 
29, 836, 992.19 

374,305,361.59 374,718, 9!9.19 
4, 415, 922. 61 Jan. 21 4, 421, 402. 61 

25,000.00 :Mar. 11 25,000.00 
4,791,340.45 Apr. 20 4,793,590.45 

(h) June 6 (h) 
37,900.00 June 8 37,900.00 

1------1 
383, 575, 52-i. 65 383, 996, 842. 25 

1896. 
Feb. 28 
Feb. 26 
Feb. !) 
May 8 
May18 

~~: J 
Feb. 4 
Apr. 9 
Feb. 4 
Mar. 30 
.Apr. 27 
Apr. 20 

Jan. 00 

Mar. 13 
May 23 
June 8 
Jnne 9 

Amount. Date. Amount. 

1896. 
$3, 262, 652. 00 Mar. 3 ~· 333, 652. 00 23,279,402.73 Feb. 27 , 279, 402.73 
1, 641,058. 76 Feb. 19 1, 642, 558. 76 
6., 953, 598. 8G May 19 7, 285,139.42 

10, 7M. 888. 00 May20 10, 7M, 888. 00 
7,413,806. 79 ~~:~ 7, 557,596.79 

21,5!5,874. 71 21, 627,794. 71 
450,525.61 Feb. 18 449,525.61 

31,279,482. 20 May 2 00, 062, 939. 95 
141,378, 580. 00 Feb. 18 141,378,580.00 

93, 171, 564. 22 Apr. 7 93,171,564.22 
12, 609, 550. 00 Mayl.3 12, 690, 550. 00 
34, 959, 342. 50 Apr. 25 36,406, U9. 29 

-----
388, 719,326. 38 ·:F-e"b_-·uf 389,749,141.48 

5, 930,667.60 6, OH, 536.52 

25,000.00 Mar. 13 25,000.00 
8, 986, 298. 71 May 25 11, 060, OM. 55 

(h) June 8 (h) 
38,560.00 June 9 38,560.00 

403, 699,852. 69 406,917,284.55 
MiScellaneous __________ --·--·-------------- g5, 250,000.00 ---------- ---------------- ------ ---- ---------------- -·-------- ---------------- ---------- ----------------

Total, regular annual appropriations 410,080, 033. 92 
..Permanent annual appropriations........ 119,054,160.00 

Grand total, regular and -perma-
nent ann·ual appropriations ______ _ 529, 134,193. 92 

---- ................................. ---------- -.............. ---- ------ .. --------- ---·-- ---- - ............... ---------· ------ .. ~·- ----·-------·-··-

aN o ammmt is included in too estimates for 1897 for the Agricultural Department for agricultural experiment stations in the several States authorized 
by the act of March 2, 1887. The amount appropriated for this purpose for 1896 is $750,000. 

bOne-half of the amounts for the District of Columbia payable by the United States, except amounts for the water department (e.stilnated for 1897 at 
$215,047.75), which are payable from the reYeUues of the water department. 

c "Su1>plementary estimates, for the District of Columbia of $5,019,700 are submitted, but not carried into the total, in Book of Estimates for 1897. 
dThis amount includes $1,660,000 for payment of installment due the Cherokee Nation for the purchase of the Cherokee 6u.tlet. 
:e Includes .all expenses of the postal service payable from postal revenues and out of the Treasury. 
f~ is ~he amount estima;ted for rivers and 1?-arbors_for 1897, e~c~u:sj.ve. of $4:,044;,597, r!3q'!lired to meet cont~~ts _authorized _by law included in the sun- · 

dry mvil estimates, and excluSive of 1,992,000 for rmprovmg the MisSISSlPPl and M:issoun r1vers under the MisslSSlppi and Missouri River commissions 
submit~d but _not can·ied into the total~ Book of Estimates. "The amount that can be profitably expended, in that fiscal year, as repurted by the Chief 
of Engmeers, IS $12,356,000. (Book of Estrmates for 1897, pages 210-215.) 

g This amount is approximated . 
. ?t The general deficiency appropria:tion !Jill, as agreed upon by th~ House and Sena;te1 appropriating $10,!19,503.19, was .vetoed by the President, and 
~ ~ ~ over the veto, a~other bill, bemg an exact copy of the bill vetoed, but omitting therefrom section ,, appropriating $1,761,996.66 for French 
spoliation claims and other claims, was enacted. 
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TABLE B.-Chronological history of appropriation bills, first session oi the Fifty-fourth Congress; estintates and appropriations, etc.-Continued. 

Law, 1896-97. Law, 1895-96. 
Title . 

Date. Amount. Amount. 

1896. 

e!;~~~~;~i~~~= ~~: :::::: =: ~::: ~ ~ :: ~~~~: ~ ~: ~ :~: ~=:=~:=:~:: = ==~:~:: :; :~~==: :::::: =: ~~ :: =: :=== ===:~: :: =~~ :::::: == m~ ~ i: m: m: D ;: m: m: H 
Fortificat ion _ ---------------------------.--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- June 6 7, 397,888.00 1, 904,557.50 
Indian._----_------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- June 10 7, 390,496.79 b8, 762,751.24: 

~i!: ~~~~~ :::~=:=~ ~~::.~~: ==~~=: :::==:: ~: =: :::~ :=: ==~==::= = :==::: =:~~::: ~~=:::~~:= ~~: ::::::~~:: =~= ===:~::~::~~: :~ ~ &!· 1 ,;: m: !: ~ ,;: m: ~: 1 
Post-Office c _ ----- ------ _ ----------------------------------- . .: .. ------------- ---- ----------------------------------------- June 9 92,571,564.22 89,545,997.86 
River and ha,rbor ______ --------------- __ -------------------------------------------------------- _ ------ ___ _-__ -------- ____ June 3 d 12,621,800.00 (e) 
Sundry civiL ____ --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- June 11 /33,031,152.19 g46, 568,160.4.0 

------------1--------------
Total _ ----- __ ----------------------------- ------------------------ --------------------------------------------- __ --- ------ _ --- 380,954,157.44 373, 811, 522.15 

g~g~e~~;~~~~g~~!.t~a~~~!P~~:iit-=~~~===~=~~===~===~===~~======~=======~~~======~===~====~~====~==::::::::::: t~~. ~ 6'~;~:&3 } 
Deficiency, 1898, and prior years ---------------------------------- ---------------------=---------------- ---------------- June 6 (h) 9,825,374:.82 

E:~~~:~~~: ~~~:en~flfr~~·l:e~rativ<:is, -e·ic::=:::: = :::::::::::::::::::::: :::::=:::::: :::::::::::::::: = ::: :::::= :::::::::: ~~~: 1~ h
8

, 
9~; ~: ~ 

1-------------1------------
Total ________ -------------- _ --------------------------------------------------------------------- _ ------------------ ---------- 396,280,660.4:9 383,636,896. 9'1 

Miscellaneous--------------------------------------------------------------------·--------------------------------------- ---------- i 4:25,000.00 297,667.37 
1-------------1------------

Perm:!'~!~~ !~~~~1{a~~~~~~~f~~~-~i-~~i~-~~=: ::::::::::::::::::: =~=~ ~~--=:::::~ ::::~~==:::: :::: =~~===== ::=:::::: ::::: =~== :::::::::: r~: b~: m: ~ k m: im: =: ~ 
1-------------1------------

Grand total, regular and permanent annual appropriations ______ ··-------------------------------------------- ---------- 515,759,820.4:9 4:97,008,520.66 

Amount of estimated revenues for fiscal year 1897 _-_____ - --~-- --·-- ------------ -··--- ------------------------------------.----------------- -----· ---·-- $375,000,000.00 
Amount of estimated postal revenues for fiscal year 1897.---- _ --------------- -------·-- -------------------------------------------------------- ---·-- 89,793,120.75 

Total estimated revenues for fiscal year 1897------.----------------------- ...... ----------------.----------- _ ----· ----·· ----·· ---------------·-· 4:64,793,120.75 

a One-half of the amounts for tbe Di<;trict of Columbia payable by the United States, except amounts for the water department (estimated for 1897 a.t 
$215,047.75), which are payable from the revenues of the water department. 

b This amount includes $1,660,000 for payment of installment due the Cherokee Nation for the purchase of the Cherokee Outlet. 
clncludes all expenses of the postal service payable from postal revenues and out of the Treasury. 

• dIn addition to this amount the sum of $3,2lH,597 is appropriated in the sundry civil act to carry out contracts authorized by law for river and harbor 
improvements for 1897, and the sum of $.300,000 is appropriated in the urgent deficiency act to carry out such contracts for 1896. 

eN o river and harbor bill was passed for 1896, but the sum of $11,287,115 was appropriated in the sundry civil act to carry out contracts authorized by 
law for river and harbor improvements for 1896. · 

f This amount includes $3,284,597 to carry out contracts authorized by law for river and harbor improvements for 1897. 
gThis amount includes $11,287,115 to carry out contracts authorized by law for river and harbor improvements for 1893. 
hThe general deficiency appropriation bill, as agreed upon by the House and Senate, appropriating Sl0,719,503.19, was vetoed by the President, and 

failing to pass over the veto, another bill, being an exact copy of the bill vetoed, but omitting therefrom section 4:, appropriating $1,761,996.66 for French 
spoliation claims and other claims, was enacted. 

iThis amount is approximated. 
k This is the amount submitted by the Secretary of the Treasury in the annual estimates for the fiscal year 1898, the e.xact amount appropriated not 

being ascertainable until two years after the close of the fiscal year. 

.Mr. BOUTELLE. Mr. Speaker, if it were in order, I would 
move that when we adjourn we adjourn to meet at the polls. 
[Laughter and applause.] · · 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, it is only fair that we should hear 
from the Democracy, and I yield to my friend from Texas [Mr. 
SAYERS]. 

Mr. SAYERS. Mr. Speaker, the appropriations made during 
the present session of Congress, including the permanent annual 
appropriations as estimated, amount to $515,759,820.49. 

This sum exceeds the appropriations made during the last ses­
sion of the Fifty-third Congress by $18,751,299.83, and exceeds 
those of the first regular session of that Congress by $23,529,-
135.46. It is less than the appropriations made by the second ses­
sion of the Fifty-second Congress by only $3,744,538.72, although 
at the latter session $39,352,494.85 more was appropriated for pen­
sions than is appropriated at this session. It is more than the 
apnropriations made by the first session of the Fifty-first Con­
gress by $21,303,571.84, and $25,464,040.80 less than the appropria­
tions made at the.second session of the Fifty-first Congress. 

THE RIVER AND HARBOR ACT. 

The river and harbor act, in addition to appropriating $12,621 ,800 
specifically, and the further estimated sum of $3,000,000 under an 
indefinite appropriation to purchase the Monongahela Navigation 
Company's property, authorizes contracts involving other expendi­
tures to the amount of $59,616,404.91. The river and harbor act 
of the last Congress authorized no contracts beyond the amounts 
actually appropriated in said act. 

THE NAV.A.L ACT. 

The naval appropriation act authorizes the construction of 3 
battle ships and 15 torpedo boats, at an authorized cost of 
$12,900,000, exclusive of armament, which will cost not less than 
half as much more or quite $20,000,000 in all for the ships com­
plete; and yet that act appropriates for the increase of the Navy 
only $11,479,054, which is $6,515,575 less than will be required to 
complete the ships which have heretofore been authorized and are 
now being constructed. Since the construction of the new Navy 
was begun there have been constructed and authorized to be con­
structed, including the ships authorized in the naval act of this 

session, a total of 84 new ships, at an aggregate cost in appropria­
tions up to date of $113,479,054; and consequent upon this large 
increase of the naval establishment there has been an addition of 
3,250 men for the Navy and Marine Corps, including 1,500 men 
authorized in the act of thi~ session. The expense for pay and 
allowances of these 3,250 additional men in the Navy is not less 
than $3,000,000 per annum. 

THE FORTIFICATION ACT. 

The fortification act, in addition to making specific appropria­
tions amounting to $7,397,888, authorizes contracts involving the 
further expenditure of $4,195,076. 

VETO OF THE GEJ'\'EU.A.L DEFICIENCY BILL. 

The President, by his action in vetoing the general deficiency 
bill, has eliminated from the proposed appropriations of this ses­
sion the sum of $1,761,996.66, as follows: 
For payment of French spoliation claims _________ $1,027,314.09 
For payment of war and other claims certified by 

the Court of Claims under the Bowman Act______ 548, 922. 54 
For payment af the Chouteau claim________________ 174,445.75 
For payment of claims of D. N. Fish and others.___ 11, 214. 28 

The Senate, organized at the beginning of this session by a com­
bination of Republican and Populist votes, placing the control of 
the committees of that body in the hands of the Republicans, by 
its amendments to the general appropriation bills as they passed 
the House proposed to increase the sum total of appropriations by 
$22,920,442.30. By conferences between the two Houses this ag­
gregate increase was reduced to $12,283,818.24. So it will be seen 
that, if the Senate had been allowed its way in increasing appro­
priation bills, the sum total of appropriations at this session would 
have been raised $10,636,624.06 above the aggregate as it now 
appears. 

By reference to the table (Table B) which I will incorporate as 
a part of my remarks, setting forth the appropriations made at 
each session of the Fifty-first, Fifty-second, and Fifty-third Con­
gresses, together with the first (or now closing) session of the 
Fifty-fourth, it will be observed that the appropriations made at 
the second session of the Fifty-first Congress exceeded those made 
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at the first session of the same Congress by $46,767,612.64, or neal'ly 
10 per cent. If the same proportionate increase should be made 
at the next session_ over the appropriations of this present session, 
then the appropriations of the next session will not be less than 
$G65,0UO,OOO. . . 

I submit herewith another table (Table A), showmg by title of 
bills the appropriations made at this session and those made at the 
last session, together with the reduction or increase in ~ach 
case: 

TABLE A. 

Title. This session. Last session. Reduction. Increase. 

Agriculture-------- $3,255,532.00 
Army . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23, 278, 402. 73 
Diplomatic and 

consular...... .... 1,642,558. 76 
District of Colum-
-bia .. ...... ________ 5, 905,0S2. 48 

Fortification....... 7,397,888. 00 
Indian-------------- a7,390,496. 79 
Legislative, etc.... 21,518,834.71 
Military Academy_ 449,525. 61 
Navy--------------- 30,562,739.95 
Pension------------ 141,328,580.00 
Post-Office--------- 92,571,564.22 
River and harbor .. b 12,621,800.00 
Sundry civll....... 33,031,152.19 

$3,303,750. ()() 
23, 252, 608. 09 

1, 574,458. 76 

5, 745,443.25 
1, 904,557.50 
8, 762, 751. 24 

21,891,718. OS 
46l,261. 66 

29, 416,245. 31 
141,381,570.00 
89,545,997.86 

(c) 
d 46, 568,•160. 40 

$48,218.00 
$25, 794 .. 64 

68,100.00 

-----·--------- 159,639.23 
--------------- 5,493,330. 50 

1,372,254.45 --------------
372,883.37 --------------

-----~~~~~~~- "Ti46;494:64 
52,990.00 --------------

- --··· --------- 3, 025,566.36 
--------------- 12,621,800.00 
13,537,008.21 --------------

I-----------I-----------I-----------1---------
TotaL .......... 380, 954,157.44 373,811,522.15 15,398,090. OS 22,540,725.37 

Deficiencies ........ el5,326,503.05 9,825,374.82 --------------- 5,501,128.23 

Total ___________ 396, 280, 660. 49 
Miscellaneous (es-

383, 636, 896. 97 15,398,090. OS 28, 041, 853. 60 

timated for this 
session) --····---- 425,000.00 297,667.37 ........................ -·--- 127' 332. 6 • .'~ 

Total, rer:r 
annua ap-

383,934, 564. 34 15,398,090. OS 28,169, 186.23 propriations . 396, 705, 660. 49 
Permanent annual 

appropriations ... 119, 054, 160. 00 113, 073, 956. 32 ----------- ............. 5, 980, 203. 68 

Grand total, 
regular and 
permanent 
annual ap-
propriations. 515,759,~.49 497,008,520.66 15,398,090.08 34,14.9,389.91 

Net increase this session over last session, $18, 751,299.&'J. 
a This sum is exclusive of $1,660,000 for second installment on ace.ount of 

pm·chase of Cherokee Outlet, which has been paid under "permanent annual 
appropriations," but is not included in the estimates thereunder for 1897. A 
like sum was included in tho Indian appropriation act passed at tho last ses­
sion of the last Congress. 

b This does not include $3,000,000 estimated to be necessary under indefi­
nite appropriation made in river and harbor act of this session to purchase 
prop_erty of Monongahela Navigation Company. 

c No river and harbor act was passed during the last session, but the sun­
dry civil act of that session carried $11,287,115 for river and harbor works 
under contract, while the sundry civil act of this session appropriates only 
$3,284,591 for such works. 

d This sum includes $5,238,289.0S to pay sugar bounty under legislation 
enacted by the"Fifty-first Cono-ress. 

e This sum includes $1,496,6f9.56 for objects that are in no sense deficien­
cies; $3,614,133.77 to I?ay judgments of the courts and audited accounts cert-i­
fied by the accountmg officers for 1893 and prior fiscal years; in all, $5,110,-
813.33. 

It will be noticed by this table that reductions of any conse­
quence are made in only three of the regular bills--the Indian, 
legislative, and sundry civil . 
. The reduction in the case of the Indian act is only apparent, and 
not actual. In the last Indian appropriation act the sum of 
$1,660,000 was appropriated to meet the first annual installment 
due on a-ccount of the p~chase of the Cherokee Outlet, and an 
estimate was submitted to the present Congress in a like sum to 
meet the second installlrnilnton the same account. But subsequent 
to the submission of the estimate, and after the appropriation had 
been made by the House, it was held by the Secretary of the Treas­
ury that, under the legislation ratifying the treaty whereby the 
purchase was made from the Indians and regulating the payments 
therefor, a permanent annual appropriation was made to meet the 
obligations arising thereunder; and upon this construction of the 
law the sum of $1,660,000 has already been paid this year from 
the Treasury on that account. If this amount were added, as it 
should be for purposes of comparison, to the sum total of the 
Indian appropriation act for . this session, it would be seen that 
instead of a r$,duction the bill this session makes an actual in­
crease of $287,145.55 over the act passed at the last session. 

The apparent reduction of $372,883.37 in the case of the legis­
lative act is more than accounted for in the omission of $475,190 
which was ~rried in the last legislative act for the expense of 
collecting the income tax, which sum has been omitted for the 
next fiscal year, under the decision of the Supreme Court declar­
ing the income tax: to be unconstitutional. 

The reduction of $13,537,008.21 which appears in the sum total 
ofthe sundry civil act this session, as compared with that passed 

at the last session, is almost offset by the sum of $5,238,289.08, ap­
propriated in that act at the last session to pay the sugar bounty 
(under legislation enacted during the Fifty-first Congress), and by 
the excess of $8,002,518 to meet contracts for river and harbor 
works over the sum appropriated for river and harbor contract 
works in the bill of the present session. 

In considering the sum total of appropriations made at this 
session, it may be noted that the river and harbor act, appropri­
ating specifically, as stated above,$12,621,800, was passed, whereas 
no bill for river and harbor works was passed at the last session. 
But in this connection it must be borne in mind that in order to 
meet contract obligations authorized by previous Congresses for 
river and harbor works, the sundry civil act for the last session 
appropriated $11,287,115, whiie at this session the sundry civil act 
carries for such objects only 53,284,597. 

In addition to the large aggregate of $515,769,820.49 of specific 
appropriations made at this session, contract liabilities, to be met 
at the next and succeeding sessions of Congress, are authorized 
as follows: 

CONTRACTS AUTHORIZED. 

River and harbor act, for rivers and harbors ______ $59,616,404.91 
Sundry civil act, for public buildings, light-houses, 

and revenue cutters .. _________________________ _ 
Fortification act, for defenses and armament ____ _ 
Naval act, for new war ships ___________________ _ 
District of Columbia act._---- ______________ -----

1,406,000.00 
4,195,076.00 

12,900,000.00 
124,000.00 

78,241,480.91 

The river and harbor act, in addition to specific appropriations 
made on its face, makes an indefinite appropriation for the pur­
chase, under condemnation, of the property of the Monongahela. 
Navigation Company, of Pennsylvania, estimated at not less than 
$3,000,000. As stated before, the sum of $1,660,000 has recently 
been paid out of the Treasury on account of the purchase of the 
Cherokee Outlet, which sum is not included either in any of the 
regular annual appropriation bills or in the estimates of perma­
nent annual appropriations set out in the foregoing table. Add 
thesesums on account of the purchase of the Cherokee Outlet, the 
purchase of the Monongahela N a_vigation Company's property, and 
theadditionalcontractliabilities, amounting in all to$82,901,480.91, 
to the sum of the specific appropriations made in the bills and 
the permanent annual appropriations as estimated, and we have 
the enormous aggregate of $598,661,301.40 appropriated and 
authorized by contracts to be expended by the legislation of this 
session of Congress. 

The total ordinary expenditures of the Government have never 
approached so large a sum in any one fiscal year during our whole 
history, except for the last three fiscal years of the civil war, as 
has been appropriated and authorized by the present session of 
Congress. The total assessed valuation of property in no one of 
the South Atlantic States is equal to this vast sum of expenditures 
authorized at this single session of Congress. 

It is not unfair to charge the present session of Congress with 
this gigantic sum of contract liabilities and to characterize the 
same as appropriations in the light of the statute passed by Con­
gi·ess in 1870, providing that no Department of the Government 
should expend in any one fiscal year any sum in excess of appro­
priations made by Congress for the fiscal year or should involve 
the Government in any contract for the future payment of money 
in excess of appropriations. Except on the occasion in the Fiftieth 
Congress, when, under the advice of the late Gen. Thomas Lincoln 
Casey, in charge of the new Library building, Congress author­
ized him to make contracts for all of the granite necessary for the 
construction of the outer walls of that edifice, in order to secure 
uniformity of material therein, Congress sacredly observed both 
the iilpirit and letter of that statute until the advent of the Fifty­
first Congress, which instituted the present system of authorizing 
large contracts for river and harbor works. Gradually since then 
the practice has bein enlarged and extended, until now public 
buildings, light-houses, revenue cutters, fortifications and their 
armament, and certain municipal public works in the District of 
Columbia ara embrac~d within the system. 

In addition to the contracts authorized at this session, and 
which must be met by appropriations hereafter, there are other 
contract liabilities, made by previous Congresses and yet to be met, 
on account of river and harbor works, amounting to $4,800,436; on 
account of armament of fortifications, amounting to $2,730,131, 
and on account of public buildings, amounting to a bout $10,000, 000; 
and also on a-ccount of the completion of war ships, beyond the 
amount of appropriations carried on the naval act this session, in 
the sum of $6,515,575; or in all, $24,046,142. 

RefeiTing to the apparent excess of $5,493,330.50 for deficiencies 
appropriated at this session over the deficiencies provided for at 
the last session, Mr. Speaker, I call attention to the fa-ct that of 
the whole _sum of $15,326,503.05 appropriated for deficiencies. 
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$1,496',679.56 stand for works and objects that are in nowise 
deficiencies, and: 83',614,133.77 represents judgments and audited 
claims, whi-ch have no relation whatever to current or recent an­
nual appropriations; thetwosnmsmaking an aggregate of$5,110,-
813.33; which, deducted from the sum total of deficiencies, leaves 
but 810,215,689.72, or a sum equal to about the snm of non:nal 
deficiencies in the annual awropriations of Congress year by year. 
Tlris explanation of the apparently large deficiencies provided for at 
this session I deem to be fitting and prope-r, in order to show that­
there was no undue reduction in the appropriations made at the last 
session, and no unusual lack of provision for the public service­
the-reunder. As compared with deficiencies in previous years, the 
deficiencies at the former and present sessions appear as follows: 

First session, Fifty-first Congress---------------- $38,617,448.96 
Second session, Fifty-first-Congress__________ _____ 38,699,746.96 
First session, Fifty-second Congress_------------- 15,906,191.50 
Second session, Fifty-second Congress ______ ------ 22,277,086.36 
First regular session, Fifty-third Congress_______ 11,811, 004. 06' 
Second regular session, Fifty-third Congress______ 9, 825,374.82 
Present session, Fifty-fourth Congress ___________ 15,326,503.05 

Mr. Speake1·, the- present Congress had a splendid opportunity 
for the future-reduction of expenses, but it has completely failed 
in this particular. Upon all outstanding contracts authorized 

previous to the present Congress only the following sums had to 
b€7 appropriated in order to complete them, to wit: 
On river and harbor contracts----------------------- 87,925,033 On war vessels _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 18, 094, 629 
On construction of guns for fortification purposes____ 3, 380,131 
On public buildings--------------------------------- 12,622,000 

~otal __________________________________________ 42,021,793 

If the present Congress had rigidly refused authority for addi­
tional contracts, and had appropriated only to meet the immediate 
or fiscal year requirements under existing ones, the next Congress 
and Administration would liave been in a position to largely re­
duce appropriations and expenditures, and the administration of 
the Government could ea.sily have returnBd to an economical 
method of governmental expenditure. This, however, has not 
been done; and the majority in Congress must be held responsible 
for this grave dereliction in public duty. In conclusion, Mr. 
Speaker, it will be seen from the- tables herewith that the appro­
priations made by the past three Congresses and at the present 
session have been as follows: 
.Fifty-first Congress, both sessions_------------ $1,035,680,109.94 
Fifty-second Congress, both sessions __ -------- 1, 027,104,547.92 
Fifty-third Congress, three sessions __ --------- 989,239,205.69 
Fifty~ fourth_ Congress, first session ______ ----- 515,759,820.49 

T'A.BLE B.-Appropriations ntade by tae Fifty-first, Jififty-secm~d, and. Fijty-tkirri Congresses, and fi,r.st S6Ssion of tk Fiffy-four.tli. CongreSJJ, fiscal years 1891 to 
. 1897, inclusive. 

Fifty-first Congress. Fifty-second Congress. Fif;ty-third Congress. Fifty-fourth 
Congress. 

Title. 
First session, Second session, First- session, Second session Extra. and first Third session, First sessi n 

189L 189"2. 18m: 1 94. ' 1~~~~9~~- 1896. 1897. 
0 

' 

Agriculture-----------------------·----·---···· ~ 799,100. 00 $3, 028, 153. 50 $3, 232, 995. 50 $3, 323, 500. 00 $3, 223-, 623. 00 $3, am, 700. oo $3, 255, 532. ()() 
Axmy ---- --···- ------···· .... ----- ---··· ------ 206,471.79- 24, 613, 529. 19 24,300, 499. 82 24,225, 639. 78 23, 592, 884. 68 23; 252,608. 09 23,278, 400. 73 
Diplomatic and consula.T:. __ ... __ . __ . _ ---- •... 1, 710, 815. 00 1, 656, 925. 00 1, 604, 045. 00 1, 557,445.00 1,56-3,9-11!. 76 1, 574,458. 76 1, 642; 558. 76 District of Columbia, ________________________ 5, 769, 544.15 5! 597,125.17 5,317,973.27 5, 413, 223. 91 5, 545, 678. 57- 5, 745,443.25 5, 905, 082. 48 
F1ortificationa.. •.. - -------------····· --···· ---- 4, 232, 935. 00 3, 774,800.00 2, 734, 276. 00 2, 210, 055. ()() 2, 427, 00!. 00 1, 90i, 557. 50 7, 397, 888. 00 
Indian ..... _----·---···---------------------·· 7, 262,016. 02 16,386, 284.. 86. 7,664,0!7.84 7,854,24{).38 10, 659, 565.16 8, 762, 751. 24 /7,390, 496. 79 

~~~;i~~eJ~my =:::::: ::: =:: ::::::: =====: ::: 
21, 030, 752. 75 22, 02-7; 674. 75 21, 900, 132. 97 21, 865, 802. 81 21, 305, 583. 29 21, 891, 718. 08 21, 518, 834. 71 

435, 296. 11 402,064:.64. 4.9.8,917.83 432,556.12 406, 535. 08 464,261.66 449,525.61 
Navy.---··· ----------·---- .......... -------··· 24, 100,000. 53 31,541, 6M. 78 ZJ, 5-!3, 385. 00 22', 104:,001.38 25,327,126.72 29,416,215. 31 30,562,739.95 
Pension. including deficiencies a ___________ 123,779,368.35 164, 550, 383. 34, 1M, ill, 682. 00 180,681,074:.85 151,581,570. ()() 141, 381,570. ()() H1, 328,580. 00 

' Post-Office-------····--····----------------··· 72, 226, 698. 99 77' 907' 222. 61 80,331,276. '73 84, 004,314. 22 87,236,599.55 89,545)997.86 92, 571, 564. 22 
River and harbor ...••.... --------------------- 25, 136, 295. 00 ----------------- 21, 15!, 218. ~ 

···4i;7i6~3ii--i5" 
11, 643, 180. 00 (a h 12,621, 800. 00 

Sundry civil .•....... .. . ____ ----·-------·---···· b31, 100,341.38 c 38, 388, 552. 73 Z1' 665, 076. 34, 253, 775. 55 i46, 5GS, 160.40 33, 031,152. 19 
Deficiencies, except for pensions---··-------· 13,295,541.61 9,364,148. 62 8, 230, 859. 50 8, 127,361.51 11,811,004.06 9,825,374.82 j 15, 326, 500. 05 

Total---·······------·-·-·-------------··- 356,121, 2ll. 68 399,238, 522; 19 382, 527, 385. 89 403,515, 586.11 390, 578,048. 48 383, 636, 896.97 396, 280, 660. 4_.9 
Miscellaneous. ______ -----·----------------·--- 7, 010,905. Z1 d 19, 498, 531.10 3, 208, 922. 82 520,4:99.18 577,956.55 291,667.37 k425,000.00 

Total regular annual apJ?ropriations ... 363, 132, 116. 95 418,737,053. 29· 385,736,308.71 40-!, 036, 085. 291 391,156, 005. 03 383, 934, 564. 34 396, 705,660. 49 
Permanent annual appropriataons .••.•• --···- e 131, 32!-, 131. 70 e 122, 4861 808. 00 e 121, 863, 880. 00 e 115, 468, 273. 92 e 101, O'i 4, 680. 00 e 113, 073, 956. 32 e 119, 054, 160. 00 

Total -- ---- -------- •........ -- .....• - ...•. 49!, 456,248.65 541, 223, 861. 29- 50T, 600,188. 71 519,504:,359.21 492,230,685.03 497,008,520.66 515, 759,820. 49 

Total Fifty-first, Fifty-second, an-d 
Fifty-third Congresses--··- ......... . 1, 035,680,109. 94: 1,027,1ill,M7. 92 989' 239, 205. 69 

a Deficiencies included as follows: 1891, on account of 1890, $25,321,907.25; 1892, on account of 1891, $29,335,598.34; 1893, on account of 1892, $7,674:,332; 1894:, on 
account of 1893, $141H9, 724.85. 

b This amount mcludes $1,362,059.16 actual expenditures uuder indefinite appropriations for pay and bounty claims. 
c This amount includes $978;188. 74 actual expenditures under indefinite appropriations for pay and bounty claims. 
d This amount includes $15,227,000 for refund of direct taxes in addition to the specific sum of $500,000 appropriated for that purpose. 
e This is the amount originally submitted to Congress by the Secretary of the Treasury as estimated to ba uecess:u-y under permanent specific and per­

ma.nent indefinite ap~ropriations, except that to the amount th.us submitted for 1891, $101,628,453, there are added expenditures under permanent appropri­
ations made by the Fifty-first Congress subsequent to said estimate, as follows: Salaries diplomatic and consular service, $~7,756.79; redemption national­
bank notes, S23,553.2 .ro~ expenses of Treasury notes, $218,362.60; coina,o-e of silver bullion, $210,893.14; rebate tobacco tax, 770,082.39; and repayments to 
importers and for debentures and drawbacks, customs service, S!,915,285.23; in all, $29,695,678.70. 

f This sum is exclusive of 1,600,000 for second installment on account o r purchase of Cherokee Outlet, which has baen paid under "permanent annual 
appropriations," but is not included in the estimates thereunder for 1897. A like sum was included in the Indian appropriat~on act passed at the last 
sessibn of the-last Congress. 

g No river and harbor-act was passed durin~ th.e last session, but th.e sundry civil act of that session carried $11,287,115 for river a :J.::l harbor works under 
contract, while the· sundry civil act of this sessiOn appropriates only $3,284,597 for such works. 

h This does not include $3,000,000 estimated to be necessary under indl:lfinite appropriation made in river and harbor act of this session to purchase 
propertr of Monongaht~l'!- Navigation Company. . . . 

i ThiS sum includes ,238,289.08 to pay sugar bounty under legiSlatiOn enacted by the Fifty-first Congress. 
j This sum includes Sl,496,679.5G for objects that are in no sense deficiencies; ~,6U,133. 77 to pay judgments of the courts and audit 1 accounts certified by 

the accounting officers for 1893 and prior fiscal years; in all, $i),ll0,813.33. 
k Estimated. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from Mis­
souTi ('Mr. DOCKERY]. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. S-peaker, this Congress is the most reck­
lessly improvident and riotously extravagant Congress since the 
establishment of the Go\ernment. Assembled at a time when all 
th-e varied business interests of this great country were depressed 
by adverse conditions, it has wholly failed to meet the grave re-­
sponsibilities imposed upon it by the-- peculiar situation. Con­
fronted with revenues confessedly inade-quate to meet current 
expenditures, and with a depleted gold reserve, the Republican 
leaders at the beginning of this session ostentatiously proclaimed 
a policy of rigid economy. They alleged that the outflow of om· 
gold was due to insufficient income. This was their diagnosis of 
the Treasury ailment, and economy was the magic remedy they 
prescribed to replenish the gold reserve, to revive our drooping 
industries, and to restore prosperity to the people. 

It is well to emphasize the fact that this was the policy suggested 

by the Republican leaders, and that an effort to enforce it was 
made by the distinguished Speaker of this House, Mr. REED­
in my judgment, with entire respect to the other membership, 
the brainiest leader the Republican party ha.s h."TI.own on this ftoor 
for many yea.rs. [Loud applause on the R epublican side.] I 
want you to keep that up, as I hope you will applaud some other 
things I expect to say. 

Mr. PITNEY. If they are good, we wilL 
Mr. DOCKERY. The eminent Speaker announced the policy 

for the Repub-lican party, and he had a right to announce it, 
because he was the accredited leader of that party in this House; 
he was the official head of that organization. But, alas, that 
policy was, nevertheless, assassinated, and in the house of its 
frie-nds. 

It seems impossible for the Republican party to maintain an 
economical administration. It has utterly failed to maintain the 
parity between profession and practice, and between its theory in 
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respect to the gold reserve and the remedy of rigid economy pre­
scribed for its restoration. 

The appropriation for the Fifty-first (Reed) Congress amounted 
to $1,035,680,109.94; the appropriations of the Fifty-second Con­
gress aggregated $1,027,104,547. 92; while the appropriations of the 
Fifty-third Congress (Democratic in both branches) amounted to 
but $089,239,203.69. The direct appropriations of this session of 
the present Congress rea~h the enormous total of $515,759,820.49, 
being $23,529,135.46 more than the appropriations of the first ses­
sion of the last Congress. It is probable, the1·efore, that at the 
close of the next session the entire appropriations of this Congress 
will be found to exceed $1,080,000,000 if the same ratio of increase 
is made at the next session over the present that was made between 
the sessions of the Fifty-first Congress. 

In addition to the direct appropriations for the support of the 
Government, this Congress has also imposed $82,901;480.91 of 
unusual liabilities for authorized contracts on account of rivers 
and harbors, increase of the Navy, fortifications, and various 
other public works. If, therefore, to the direct appropriations we 
add this sum, it appears that the total appropriations and liabilities 
of this session amount to $598,661,301.40. 

This improvident assault upon the Treasury is the more repre­
hensible because at the beginning of this Congress the Secretary 
of the Treasury, in his annual report, showed the existence of a 
deficiency in current revenues for the last fiscal year amounting 
to $42,805,223.18, and at the same time estimated a deficiency for 
the prese~t fiscal year of 817,000,000. This was an inadequate 
estimate, as it is now conceded that the deficiency at the close of 
this fiscal year will exceed $25,000,000. 

INADEQUATE M:'KINLEY REVENUES. 

The Republican party have studiously sought to impress the 
people with the statement that the McKinley law furnished ample 
revenues to support the Government, and that the existing defi­
ciency and the deficiencies which have preceded it are due to the 
repeal of that law and the enactment of the Wilson tariff bill. 

Now, it happened that the current surplus revenues in the Treas­
ury amounted to $85,040,271.97 at the close of the fiscal year ending 
June 30,1890, the year immediately preceding the enactment of the 
McKinley law, which went into effect October 6, 1890, and I find 
upon examination of official reports that at the close of the fiscal 
year ending June 30,1891, the McKinley law being in operation but 
eight months of that fiscal year, the current surplus had dropped to 
$26,838,541.96. The current surplus for the next fiscal year, end­
ing June 30,1892, wa.s but $9,914,453.66, while the current surplus 
at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1893, had dwindled 
to $2,341,674.291 

Indeed, Mr. Speaker, the so-called surplus at the close of the fiscal 
year 1893 was apparent rather than real. But for the fact that the 
outgoing Administration of Mr. Harrison "held up" the obliga­
tions of the Government, as far as practicable, this phantom sur­
plus would have given place to an actual deficiency. 

This policy of deferring payments obtained for some months 
prior to the close of the late Republican Administration, and the 
official reports show that at the end of the last fiscal year of that 
Administration-the fiscal year of 1893-while there was this ap­
parent current surplus of $2,341,674.29, there were also unexpended 
balances of appropriations, exclusive of sinking fund and Indian 
trust funds, amounting to $104,074,092.07. These unexpended bal­
ances tell the story of deferred payments and insufficient income. 

I have heretofore said, and now repeat, that during the last four 
months of Mr. Harrison's Administration the revenues were in­
sufficient by $4,094,021.38 to meet the current obligations of the 
Government. It is obvious, therefore, Mr. Speaker, that the Mc­
Kinley law DID NOT provide sufficient revenue to meet the obliga­
tions of the Government, and that fact is fully established by the 
t-estimony of ex-Secretary Foster, of date February 25, 1893, be­
fore the House Committee on Ways and Means. Upon that occa­
sion he distinctly stated (and I quote his exact language): 

I will only say this, that if I was to have the management of the Treasury, 
I should insist upon an increase of revenue to the extent of $50,000,000. 

That was Republican testimony, and it was emphasized by an 
order to the Bureau of Engraving and Printing for the prepara­
tion of plates for an issue of bonds-an order which was subse­
quently revoked by the incoming Democratic Administration. 

Hence it is obvious that under the operations of the McKinley 
law, while a very large profit inured to the benefit of the manu­
facturers, an insufficient amount found its way into the Treasury 
to meet the maturing liabilities of the Government. So much for 
the Republican statement. 

CONTRACTION OF THE CIRCULATION. 

In order that the people may fully realize the enormous liabili­
ties imposed by the Republican party, it is only necessary to state 
that the direct appropriations of this session require for their 
payment more than one-third of the entire volume of money in 
circulation. On the 1st of July, 1890, prior to the enactment of 
the Sherman law, the total stock of money, coined or issued, 
amounted to $2,068,048,087, and the amount in circulation was 

$1,429,718,376; the surplus in the Treasury, including the gold re­
serve, being $245,612,464, and the circulation per capita being 
$22.82. 

On July 1,1891, the total volume of money was $2,100,130,092; 
amount in circulation, $1,500,067,555; surplus in the Treasury, in­
cluding gold reserve, $153,893,809; circulation per capita, $23.41. 

On July 1,1892, the total volume of money was $2,219,719,198; 
amount in circulation $1,603,073,338; surplus in the Treasury, in­
cludin_,p gold reserve, $126,692,377; per capita circulation, $24.47. 

On July 1, 1893, the entire volume of money was $2,120,281,093; 
amount in circulation, $1 ,593,726,411; surplus in the Treasury, 
including goldreserve, $122,462,290; cireulationpercapita, $23.80. 

On July 1,1894, the total volume of money was 82,249,325,276; 
amount in circulation, $1,664,061,2.32; surplus in the Treasury, 
including gold reserve, $117 ,584,437; per capita circulation, $24.33. 

On July1, 1895, thevolumeofmoneywas$2,217,064,667; amount 
in circulation, $1,604,131,968; surplus in the Treasury, including 
gold reserve, $195,240,153; per capita circulation, $22.96. 

On June 1,1896, thevolumeofmoneywa.s$2,208,420,613; amount 
in circulation, $1,521,584,283; surplus in the Treasury, including 
gold reserve, $267,193,210.70; per capita circulation, $21.35. 

Mr. Speaker, the differencein the comparative statement I have 
justsubmitted between the total volume of money and the amount 
in circulation is represented by the amount in the Treasury at the 
respective dates mentioned. An examination of this exhibit dis­
closes some startling conditions. 

On the 1st of November, 1894, the Sherman law, against my 
protest, was unconditionally repealed, and since that date the only 
increase of the volume of circulation that has been possible under 
the existing monetary system must have come from the coinage 
of gold or the increa.se of the national-bank circulation. 

The Treasury statements show that from July 1, 1894, to June 
1, 1896, the actual decrease in the total volume of money coined 
or issued was $40,904,663; while the actual decrease in the volume 
of money in active circulation was $142,476,949; the per capita 
circulation being reduced from $24.33 to $21.35. The reduction of 
the amount of money in circulation during this period is explained 
by the increase in the borrowed surplus in the Treasury from 
$117,584,437 to $267,193,210.70. 

This constantly augmenting Treasury surplus and decreasing 
volume of money in active circulation is due to the vicious mone­
tary system under which bonds have been issued to secure gold to 
redeem greenbacks and Sherman notes. The bond issues are con­
sequent upon the pernicious construction given the Sherman law 
on October 14, 1891, by Secretary Foster, and since maintained by 
the Treasury Department, under which the Secretary of the Treas­
ury has abdicated his functions and given to the holders of green­
backs and Sherman notes the right to demand gold only for their 
redemption. 

The demonetization of silver in 1873 and the surrender, by the 
Han-ison Administration, of the option to redeem Sherman notes 
in either gold or silver, are the colossal criminal bhmders of 
recent financial legislation. 

BOND ISSUES .AND SINGLE GOLD STANDARD. 

In an interview in opposition to the Dingley bond bill and bond 
issues by the Treasury, published on January 4 last in some of 
the papers in this city and in Missouri, I suggested the evils which 
would follow the continuance of this system. I quote the views 
then expressed, as they have been fully vindicated by the events 
which have since transpired: 

IndeedJ should the present surplus be reenforced by the enactment of the 
Dingley oill or by the proceeds of additional bond sales, I fear this drain will 
severely tax the business interests of the country, already intimidated by a 
stringent money market. 

A very large Treasury surplus will inevitably injuriously affect the busi­
ness situation because the money in active circulation is already inadequate 
to meet the requirements of trade, and further withdrawals to restore the 
Treasury reserve will still further contract the volume of active money. It 
is a vexing problem to restore and maintain the Treasm·y reserve along the 
lines of a single gold standard and yet escape the perils of an unnecessary sur­
plus of money other than gold. Reform is necessary in the existing mone­
tary system under which the National Treasury may have a very large E>Ur­
plus available for current liabilities, while at the same time our gold re­
sources may be depleted and exhausted by the "endless chain" of greenbacks 
and Sherman notes. 

Mr. Speaker, since the unconditional repeal of the Sherman 
law, the single gold standardhashadampleopportunitytodemon­
strate the beneficent results which at the time of the repeal it 
was claimed would follow that legislation. It was claimed then 
that prosperity would speedily retuTn to the industrial and com­
mercial interests of the country. That prophecy, like many others 
of similar import made by the single gold standard advocates, has 
altogether failed of accomplishment. Instead of prosperity re­
turning, business disasters have multi plied and '' followed fast and 
followed faster" each upon the other, so that the passage of a 
bankrupt bill has been thought necessary by some to remove the 
wrecks which hamper and retard commercial revival. 

Bonds amounting to $262,315,400 have been issued, for which 
the Government realized $293,454,272.98, to restore the vanishing 
gold surplus, while the meager profits of the people have been 
scraped up and hoarded in the Treasury under a system which thus 
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mercilessly contracts the volume of our circulating medium. The 
withdrawal of $142,470,949 of money from the channels of active 
trade has thrown business into a sta te of distrust and doubt. On 
the 25th of August, 1893, in discussing the bill then pending tore­
peal the Sherman law without conditions , I declared in favor of a 
double standard and independent action by this country, and said, 
among other things-

That the adoption of a. single gold standard by the United States will result 
in a lower wage for labor, the depreciation of farm values, farm products, and 
property of nearly all kinds, even if our p opulat ion should remain a.s at pres­
ent and there should be no expansion in t he volume of trade and commerce. 
That industrial disturbances would follow the adoption of such a. policy, 
becomes more apparent when it is remember ed that the average annual in­
crease of our population ran~es from one million to one and a half million, 
and that the enterprise and t1reless ener gy of our p eople are constant ly ex­
ploring and d iscovering new fields for the inves t ment of capital and the em­
ployment of labor. The addition to the volume of our circulating medium 
under the provisions of the Sherman law has been $150,669,4fl9, or about $50,-
000,000 annually, b eing less than $1 per capita; and yet it is proposed by the 
Wilson bill (Sherman repeal bill ) to strike down the law authorlZing this an­
nual increase, without offering any substitute therefor. 

Mr. Speaker, I make no claim to gifts of prophecy, but I submit 
that the existing business situation completely vindicates that 
prediction. I have not, therefore, looked with favor upon the de­
parture of the Republican party from its own announced policy 

" of economy. 
I will append to my remarks a tabular statement, giving in detail 

an exhibit of appropriations, and will pass to a succinct review of 
the 1iver and harbor bill, first stating that the appropriation 
bills, when they left the House, amounted, together with the per­
manent appropriations, to 8503,051,002.25; when they became 
laws, they aggregated $515,759,820.49, the Senate having increased 
them by $12,708,818.24. As I stated at the outset, you have piled 
up appropriations higher than they were ever piled at the first 
session of any Congress in the history of this country except dur­
ing the war period. Our appropriations are now substantially on 
a war basis in a time of peace. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Did not the gentleman from Missouri, about 
an hour ago, vote against the policy which he is now declaiming 
in favor of? · 

Mr. DOCKERY. I did not. I have uniformly sustained the 
Republican party in this Congress whenever it has sought to 
maintain and uphold the policy of judicious economy. I have 
sustained that policy because I believed it to be the requirement 
of duty and of sound business judgment. 

Mr. WILLIS. I congratulate my friend from Missouri. If he 
will just walk that path a little farther he will be perfectly safe. 
[Laughter.l 

l't'lr. DOCKERY.· Well, Mr. Speaker, if I should walk in the 
path of rigid economy a little farther, I should have to journey 
without the company of the gentleman from Delaware. [Laugh­
ter.] I have asked nothing for my State, but I happen to know 
what is contained in the river and harbor bill-against which I 
desired to '' dec-laim " a few days ago, but wa-s ruthlessly cut off 
in the very vigor of my efforts to denomlCe it-and I am not 
surprised that the gentleman from Delaware rises to interrupt me 
on this occasion, since he is doubtless smarting under the pangs 
of conscience, because that river and harbor bill, as shown by the 
Chief of Engineers, carries appropriations and authorized con­
tracts to the amount of 55,000,000 for the little State of Delaware, 
with a territory not much larger than the county of Daviess, in 
the imperial State of Missouri, from which I hail. [Laughter 
and applause.l Fiye millions of dollars! No wonder that the 
eloquence and splendid ability of the gentleman from Delaware 
are invoked in behalf of the riotous appropriations made by this 
Congress. fLaughter.] 

Mr. WILLIS. I think the gentleman overestimates materially 
the amount of the appropriations for my State. It is hardly 
$5,000,000. Where was it put? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I do not know where it was put. I hope it 
will go to some worthy objects. In a few moments I will endeav­
or to identify, as far as I can from the official reports, the items 
{)f that magnificent total of seventy-five million dollars of the 
--people's money appropriated for river and harbor improvement. 
Little Delaware gets her share of it, and I have no doubt but that 
my friend from Delaware [Mr. WILLIS] will come back with a 
reenforced majority, because it matters not if failure of crops, 
or dl·ought with blighting effects, or pestilence which walketh at 
noonday, or sweeping cyclones afflict that little State, her people 
will still enjoy a handsome income from the river and harbor bill, 
at the expense of the taxpayers of the United States. [Great 
laughter and applause.] 

Mr. PITNEY. My friend from Missouri and I have served 
together in framing six of the appropriation bills and the defi­
ciency bills, and I will ask him whether there is a single bill framed 
by the Committee on Appropriations that has not received from 
him unqu alified approval on this floor and elsewhere? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Why, Mr. Speaker, it did afford me .pleasure 
.to commend the legislative bill and the District bill, because I 
believed that both we:~:e in the main economical measures; and I 
think the same can be substantially said of all the other bills 

rep<;>rted by my able ~riend from llli~o~ [Mr. CANNON], the 
chan'IIlan of the Committee on Appropnat10ns, except, possibly, 
the fortifications bill. I was not present when that bill was con­
sidered. Perhaps every item in it is just and proper. I do not 
say it is not. But possibly if I had had the framing of it I might 
have reduced it somewhat. I do not complain of bills r eported 
by the Committee on Appropriations, but of the other m easures 
which swell the mighty aggregate of appropriations to S515 759,-
820.4:9. ' 

DIFFER WITH THE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not agree with the President upon the finan­
cia~ issues involved in this campaign. I am opposed to the 
retrrement of greenbacks. I am opposed to the issue of bonds. 
I am opposed to the redemption of greenbacks and Sherman 
notes in gold only, and to the Treasury construction which 
~eats the coin obligations of _the Government as gold obliga­
tions. I am opposed to the natiOnal-bank system. I believe that 
the mints of the United States should be open to the free and 
unlimited coinage of both gold and silver. I believe in restoring 
the equa!i~Y w~ich existed prior to the act of February 12, 1873, 
demonetizing s1lver. Wherever the word" gold" appears in the 
statutes I would add" and silver," so that both metals may enjoy 
equal privileges at the mints and perform like functions in our 
n;tonetary system. This policy will prevent the undue apprecia­
tion of gold and the undue depreciation of silver, thus restoring 
the" parity" which should obtain under a correct bimetallic sys­
tem. In other words, Mr. Speaker, I am in favor of a double 
standard and unalterably opposed to a single gold standard. My 
first vote in support of the free and unlimited coinage of silver 
was cast in 1884, since which time I have voted six times for 
the free and unlimited coinage of silver at 16 to 1. I differed with 
the President in respect to his course relative to the Wilson tariff 
bill. I thought then and think now that he should have given his 
approval to that measure, notwithstanding it failed to fully meet 
all the requirements of a tariff-reform bill. It represented, how­
ever, the best result that could be secured at the time, and made 
a long step in the direction of emancipating the people from the 
inordinate greed of the protective system. It is obviously pref­
erable to the McKinley bill, which it replaced upon the statute 
book. 

I also believe, Mr. Speaker, that any national Administration 
should be in the hands of its friends. I have not, therefore, con­
curred in the policy of the President which has permitted there­
tention of Republicans in, and their appointment to, political 
offices which have much to do with contributing to the success or 
failure of an Administration. I have always insisted that Dem­
ocrats should be appointed to such offices under a Democratic 
Administration. 

Mr. Speaker, I am not in harmony with the President upon these 
questions, but I do most cordially approve his position upon many 
other public questions, notably his vigorous American policy in 
mait~tainingthe pr:i~ciple~of the Monroe doctrine and in ~rotecting 
the nghts of our citizens mall quarters of the globe. His attitude 
in respect to our foreign policy should commend itself to all patri­
otic citizens. I also most heartily indorse the views he has recently 
expressed in respect to the expenditure of public money. The 
utterances of the President in opposition to. the wanton expendi­
ture of the people's money have at all times been consistent and 
in harmony with the position occupied by the illustriou·s leaders 
of the Democratic party since the days of Thomas Jefferson. I 
especially commend his superb courage in the recent veto of the 
river and harbor bill, the French spoliation claims, and other 
Treasury-spoliating schemes. I recall with pleasure that the first 
veto of a river and harbor bill was made by Andrew Jackson 
an eminent Democrat of glorious memory. Old Hickory himself: 
on December 6, 1832, sent that veto to the House of .Representa­
·tives, and President Cleveland can point to the precedent then 
established by a Democrat "fit to stand by the side" of the im­
mortal founder of Democracy. I am advised that 1iver and 
harbor bills have also been vetoed by Presidents Tyler, Polk, 
Pierce, Buchanan, and Arthur. The French spoliation claims 
also were vetoed by Presidents Polk and Pierce. ' 

RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 

I now desire to invite the attention of the House to a cursory 
analysis of the river and harbor bill, the privilege of debate hav­
ing been denied at the time the bill passed this body 'over the veto 
of the President. The river and harbor bill was reported to the 
House April 3, and passed under a suspension of the rules April 
6. This summary method of consideration' limited all debate to 
forty minutes and prohibited the 1ight of amendment. When the 
bill left the House it carried $65,148,771.91 of appropriations and 
authorized contracts, including an indefinite appropriation of not 
less than $3,000,000 for the purchase of the Monongahela Naviga­
tion Company's property. It was considered by the Senate, and 
on its retur-n to the House was sent to conference by the most ex­
peditious parliam~ntary method. Debate was limited to less than 
one hour, wherein the conference report was ·considered, about 
thirty minutes being consunied in opposition t6 'the report, whic~ 
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was agreed to by a vote of 189 to 56. When finally agreed to by 
both Houses it carried $75,158,956.88 of obligations upon the 
Treasury. The opponents of the measure were allowed but fifty 
minutes' debate from the time the bill was reported until it was 
sent to the President, and at no time during its consideration 
was there any opportunity to offer amendments. When the bill 
was returned to the House by the President it was approved, upon 
reconsideration, by a vote of 219 to 61, debate being arbitrarily de­
nied. I quote from the RECORD of June 2, which fully discloses 
the proceedings of the House in denying the privilege of debate: 

Mr. HooKER. Mr. Speaker, I move to pass the bill, the objections of the 
President to the contrary notwithstanding. I desire to say in behalf of the 
committee that we were of the opinion that the message of the President 
raised all the possible objections to the bill that could be raised. We have 
endeavord, in the report which has just been read, to cover every objection 
which he has raised to the pending measure. 

There are a large number of members who have applied to me for time to 
discuss this measure, and had I yielded to them and allotted to them the time 
that they have asked, it would consume two, three, or four days. It has been 
thoue:ht best by the committee, under the circumstances, to submit to the 
Hous-e the question whether or not we desire to engage upon a long and ex­
haustive debate upon this measure, and for the purpose of testing the sense 
of the House, without in any manner expressing the views of the committee 
or myself on the subject, I demand the previous question. [.Applause.] 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker-
The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman rise'i 
Mr. DOCKERY. I ask the gentleman to yield to me for a moment. 
Mr. HOOKER. Regular order! 
Mr. DocKERY. The gentleman agreed with me yesterday that we should 

have debate upon this bill, and it is unfair, it is tmjust, and it is unmanly to 
pursue this course. (Great confusion on the floor.l 

The SPEAKER. The House will please be in order. Gentlemen will take 
their seats. 

Mr. CATCHINGS. The gentleman from New York-
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mississippi is not in order. This is a 

matter for the House to determine. The gentleman from New York (Mr. 
HooKER] asks for the previous question. If the previous 9.uestion is ordered, 
the House will proceed immediately to vote on the questwn of reconsidera­
tion. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker, will the Chair allow me to ask the gentleman 
from New York a question? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman demands the regular order. [Cries of 
"Regular orderl"l 

Mr. DOCKERY. r desire to say- [Cries of "Regular order!"] I desire 
to state that the gentleman had agreed that we should have debate. [Re­
newed cries of" Regular order ! "J 

The SPEAKER. The question is on ordering the previous question. 
The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the ayes seemed 

to have it. 
Mr. RTOHARDSON and Mr. DOCKERY. Division. 
The House divided; and there were-ayes 178, noes 60. 
Mr. DocKERY. The yeas and nays. 
The question was taken on ordering the yeas and nays. 
The SPEAKER. Forty-six gentlemen have arisen-not a sufficient number 

fapplausel; the yeas and nays are refused, and the previous question is or­
dered. The question now is, Will the House upon reconsideration a~ree to 
pass the bill; and on this question the yeas and nays, by the Constitution, 
are to be taken. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I desire to know whether there will be any debate under 
thT~~~;;:i:: ~~e:;!o!i1f ~~K~~ideration? 

Mr. DoCKEu.Y. Then, on a proposition to reconsider, as required by the 
Constitution, no debate is permitted under the policy pursued by the gentle­
man from New York. 

The SPEAKER. Provided the House of Representatives so vote. 
Mr. DocKERY . .And they have so voted-
Mr. HENDERSON. Regular order! _ 
Mr: DocKERY (continuing). To stifle debate. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will call the roll. 

WHAT IT COSTS. 
Mr. Speaker, I will now submit a fiscal exhibit relating to the 

appropriations and liabilities of the Government on account of 
river and harbor improvements carried in this bill or heretofore 
authorized. 

On the 1st of May the balance of appropriations unexpended 
under continuing contracts and for works ·not under contract, 
together with the balances yet to be appropriated under contracts 
heretofore authorized, amounted to $16,207,708.16. There is a 
difference of opinion between the House conferees on the river 
and ha1·bor bill and the Chief of Engineers as to the appropria­
tions and contracts authorized. According to the analysis of the 
House conferees the total cash appropriations amount to $12,852,-
235 and the authorized contracts to $59,649,308.91, or a total, 
appropriations and contracts, of $72,501,543.91. The Chief of En­
gineers states the direct appropriations at 510,017,050 and the 
contracts authorized at $62,141,906.88, or a total of $72,158,956.88. 
It will be observed that the total is substantially the same, the 
difference being that in the one case a greater amount of cash and 
a less amount of contracts are estimated, and in the other a less 
amount of cash and more of contracts. I have not had the oppor­
tunity myself to analyze the bill and reach a judgment in respect 
to the controversy, but it is immaterial, since it is agreed that the 
liabilities of the bill exceed $72,000,000, exclusive of the indefinite 
appropriation, which it is estimated will not be less than $3,000,000, 
for the purchase of locks and dams on the Monongahela River. 
If, therefore, to the liabilities outstanding on the 1st of Mav on 
account of unexpended balances and. authorized contracts we" add 

-the new contracts and the definite and indefinite appropriations 
contained in this bill, it is obvious that the liabilities of the Gov­
ernment on account of river and P.arbor improvements now reach 
the stupendous aggregate of $91,366,665.04. 

X.XVill-403 

Mr. Speaker, I have propounded to the Chief of Engineers this 
query: 

"Upon the basis that all contracts will be promptly made, what 
amounts can be expended under such contracts for the fiscal years 
separately stated-ending June 30,1897,1898,1899,1900, etc.?" 

He answers by the following estimate: 
PENDING RIVER AND HARBOR DILL .A.PPROPRI.A.TES-

i~~~ ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: === ===== $i~: ~ri: f:l: iXJ 

1m ~i~ ~ ~~ ::~~ =:::~~=:ii:::~ ==jjj ii~~j ~~~~:~~~ i:::=j ::~~t: ::i~i~i iii i ~i: m: m: 1 
1904 ------ -------------- ------- ----------------------- --------------- 400,000.00 
1005 ------ -~-- ------------ -· ---------------------------------------.. 100,000.00 

72,158, 956. 88 

Mr. Speaker, in addition to the estimated expenditure of 
$13, 792, 550, for the ensuing fiscal year, the sundry civil bill carries 
$3, 284, 597. 90 to meet outstanding conb:acts, so that the total river 
and harbor expenditures for the year may reach$17,077,147.00 

It will be remembered also, that there is in the Treasury 
$11, 561, 072. 16 of unexpended appropriations for river and harbor 
improvements heretofore authorized, part of which will be ex 
pended during the coming year. 

I regret, Mr. Speaker, that I have not had the time to make a 
thorough analysis of the provisions of this bill, and the criticisms 
I may offer are directed only to a limited number of thos~ to· 
which my attention has been called. 

Including the river and harbor bill, there are 14 general appro­
priation bills which carry appropriations for the support of the 
Government. All these bills are usually based upon the estimates 
submitted by the heads of the various Departments, disclosing 
the estimated needs of the public service. The river and harbor 
bill is usually based upon the estimates of the Secretary of War 
The local engineers, in the annual budget subiil.jtted at the begin 
ning of this session, estimated that $52,252,027 could "be profit­
ably expended" for the improvement of various public works of 
the country. Thisestimatewasreduced bythe Chief of Engineers 
to $21,016,197, and further limited by the Secretary of War in the 
final revision to $11,744,597. It is manifest, therefore, that this 
session's river and harbor bill exceeds the estimates of the engi 
neers by more than twenty-three millions; that it exceeds the esti 
mate of the Chief of Engineers by more than fifty-four millions, 
and exceeds the estimate of the Secretary of W ru.· by more than 
sixty-three millions. This estimate is peculiarly significant in 
view of the unfortunate Treasury situation, whereunder, as is 
known to the country, other appropriation bills for the support 
of the Government are usually reduced materially below the esti 
mated needs of the various Departments. 

HOW Dl'STRIDUTED. 

The bill consists of 417 items of appropriation; 41 St.ates and 2 
Territories a1·e direct beneficiaries. W yom.ing and Colorado have 
a contingent interest in the provision authorizing surveys for the 
establishment of reservoirs, but Utah and Nevada alone are with 
out direct recognition. In response to my request the Chief of 
Engineers has made a careful scrutiny of the bill and submits an 
exhibit showing the appropriations and contracts authorized, by 
States, as follows: 

Appropriatiotts and authorized contracts, by States. 

State. 

Maine.--------------------- .•.... ___ _ 
New Hampshire ........... --------·--
Vermont_--------- ...• ------ ________ _ 
Massachusetts ___ ------ .... ------ ... . 
Rhode Island-------------------- ... . 
Connecticut ----- -------- --- .-------­
New York--------------------------­
New Jersey------ •..... ------------ __ 
Pennsylvania ••...• ____ ------ _______ _ 
Delaware-------------- _______ _ ------

~~~~:~~~~=~:~====::==~=====~=== 
Kentucky------------------------ ___ _ North Carolina _____________________ _ 
8outh Carolina .... ____ ...... _______ _ 

~~~~r:. ~ = :::: = ==::: = = =:== == =~=~===:== 
~~~~Ei~=::~:=~~:::::~::::==::::::: 
Texas.--------------------- ......... . 
Arkansas.--------·-- ••.... __ __ ------
Tennessee ------ _____ -------- _______ _ 
Ohio. __ ...... ____________ ..... _______ _ 

· ~J~~~a- ~ ~=~: ::::::::::::': :::::::::::: 
~~~========:================== M~eso.ta •••••• ----------- •..... ----
MISSourl ••.••••••••••••••• -----------

.Appropria- Contracts 
tions. authorized. 

$206, 000. 00 
25,000.00 
15,000.00 

359,000.00 
114, OOJ. 00 
267,000.00 
611,000.00 
193,660.00 
3'7, 500.00 

109,160.00 
494-, 800. 00 
334,000.00 

7 500 00 
96:000.00 

241,000.00 
79,500.00 
91,000.00 

567,000.00 
110,000.00 
119,400.00 
249,000.00 
147,000.00 
153,000.00 

87,000.00 
356,000.00 
82,500.00 

193,000.00 
5~,150. 00 
324,4!0,00 
157,000.00 

$1, 616, 000. 00 

3, 895, 558. 00 

1, 269,500. 00 
4, 890,848.00 

1, 230,000.00 
1, 399, 000. 00 

2, 016,250. 00 
3, 355,000. 00 

860,000. 00 
1, 193, 250. 00 
1, 125, 000. 00 

6, ~5, 960. 00 
1, 115,000. 00 

188, 73'7. 91 

55,000.00 ·-----------·--

Total. 

$1, 822, 000. 00 
25,000.00 
15,000.00 

1, 574,000.00 
848,00).00 
267,000.00 

4, 506, 558. 00 
193,660.00 

1, 307' 000. 00 
5, 000, 006. 00 

494,800.00 
334,000.00 

l,ZJ7,500.00 
1, 495, 000. 00 

241,000.00 
2, 095,750. 00 
3, 446,000. 00 

567,000.00 
110,000.00 
979,400.00 

1, «2, 250. 00 
1, 272, 000. 00 

153,000.00 
87,000.00 

1, 710, 000. 00 
82,500.00 

6, 648, 960. 00 
1, 637,150.00 

513,177.91 
157,000.00 

55,000.00 
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Avpropriations and wutlun"ized contracts., by States-Continued. to a review of the appropriations made to Staies represented on 
----------------------.-----.,----- ' the House River and Harbor ·Committee, and to :States touching 

A~~~~i- a~~~~!~. Total. Sta-tes directly represented on that committee. The committee 
consists of 17 members, and the States of New York, Oregon, 

State. 

California __ ----------.---_------.---

W:~gton~-===:=====:::::===== 
Idaho -------- _____ ----- -------- _ -----
Montana_------_----·------------ ___ _ 
Alaska __ ----------- ____ --------------

IN TWO OR MORE STATES. 

$401,750.00 $~. 028,000.00 $!.~.750. 00 
205, 390. 00 2, 025,000. 00 2;230, 300. 00 
008,000.00 --------------- 308,000.00 
30,000.00 --------------- 30,000.00 
35,000.00 --------------- 35,000.00 
5,000.00 ---------·----- 5,000.00 

Channel between Staten Island and 
New Jersey; New York and New 
Jersey-- -- ------------ ------------ - 13,000.00 --------------- 13,000.00 

Pawcatuck River (Rhode Island 
andConnecticut) ____ _______ __ __ __ _ 15,000.00 --------------- 15,000.00 

Delaware River (Pennsylvania and 
w~:;;~;~ec~coteagueBay,vir~- 500' 000' 00 --------------- wo,ooo.oo 

ginia, to Delaware Bay, Delaware. 25,000. 00 _. __ . _ ---· ----- 25,000.00 
Nanticoke River (Maryla-nd and 

Delaware)----------- ---- --------- 3,000.00 --------------- 3,000.00 
Potomac River ______ ---------- ------ 100,000.00 ----------.--- 100,000.00 
Chattahoochee River (Georgia and 

Alabama)------ ____ ---------------- 25,000.00 --------------- 25, 000.00 
CoosaRiver(GeorgiaandAlabama) 100,000.00 ---- ----------- 100,000.00 
Choctawhatchee -River (Florida 

and Alabama)--------------------- 5,000.00 --------------- 5,000.00 
Wan·iorandTombi~bee rivers(Al- . 

abama and MissisSippi) ____ ------- 20!;000. 00 -----·-------- 204,000;00 
Ba~o.u Bartholomew (Louisiana 

and.Arkansas)- -------------------- 4,000.00 ----·---------- 4,000.00 
Tensas ·River and Bayou Macon 

(Louisiana and Arkansas)------ 5,000. 00 -----·-------- 5,000. 00 
Arkansas River (Arkansas and In-

dian Territory)--------- ---------- 100,000.00 -----·--------- 100,000.00 
Black River (Arkansas and Mis-

·souri) -------------- --------------- 8,000.00 ----··-------- 8,000.00 
Ouachita and Black rivers (Louisi-

&na and Arkansas)- ----------- ---- 70,000.00 --····--------- 70,000.00 
Current River (Arkansas and Mis-

•souri) ____ _____ _____ ---------------- 2,.000. 00 --------------- 2, 000.00 
Cllmberland River, below Nash-

ville, Tenn____________ ____________ 80,000.00 -----------·---- BO,COO.OO 
Tennessee River, below Chatta-
T~~~:See--Rfver~-abOve--Chatta::.- oo,ooo.oo --------------- 50,ooo.oo 

nooga ------------------------------ 15,000.00 ------------~-- 15,000.00 
Wabash River (Indianaandillinois; 

above and below Vincennes)----- Zl,OOO.OO --------------- 21, 000.00 
Ohio River.-------------------------- 250,000.00 -------------- 250,000.00 
Menominee River (Wisconsin and 
sf.li~~n?aiver-(wiScoilSiD.--:in_ci_ 15' 000' 00 --------------- 15' 000' 00 

Minnesota)------------------------ 15,'000.00 ------------- 15,000.00 
~;~ssnWE~~;~fis~~~~~~~~~- 1.00,000.00 --------------- 100,000.00 
Red and Atchafalaya rivers-------- 40,000.00 --------------- 40,000.00 
Missouri River, between Stubbs 

Ferry and Sioux City------------- 220,000.00 --------------- 220,000.00 
Upper Missouri River (snagging) __ 50,000.00 --------------- 50,000.00 
Upper Columbia and Snake rivers. 5,000.00 --------------- 5,000.00 
ColnmbiaRiveratThreeMile Rap-

ids..-------------- ---------- -- ------ 150,000.00 ----- ----~- ---- 150,000.00 
Lower Willamette and Columbia 

rivers------------------ -- ---------- 100,000.00 --------------- 100,000.00 
Columbia River at{Jascades. Oreg_ 50,000.00 -------------- 50,000.00 
Gaugin~watersofColumbia River_ 1,000.00 --------------- 17 000.00 
Columb1.a River, between Willa· 

mette River and 'Vancouver______ 67,000.00 --- ·---------- 67,000.00 
Examinations, surveys, and con-

tingencies of rivers and :harbors_ 200,000.00 --- .. ·--------- 200,000.00 
Cumberland River (Kentucky and 

Tennessee)------------------------ ro,OOO .. OO -------------- 20,000.00 
Harb~r at J:?uluth, Minn., and Su-

perwr, WIS - ------------ -- --- ----- ------------- 3,130,553. 00 3,130,553.00 
Cumberland River, above Nash-

ville ____________ --------- _________ ·--------------- 600,000.00 600,000.00 
Falls of the Ohio River and Indiana 

Chute Falls ______ ______ --------- --- -----· --------- 527,250.00 527,250.00 
Ohio River (dams Nos. 2,3,4,and 5)_ --------------- 2,020,000.00 2,020,000. 00 

M!_B~io~~i~!~~-e~~~~~~~~- ---- ----------- 2,SSO,<m.98 2,880,002.98 
Mississip:pi River, between Mis-

souriRiverandOhioRiver ----- -- ---~--------- 2,619,999.99 2,619,999.99 
.Mississippi River, between Head 

of Passes and Ohio River _________ · -----·--------- 8, 999,999.00 8, 999,999.00 
'Missouri River, between mouth 

and Sioux City--------------- ____ -----·--------- 1,200,000.00 1,200,000.00 
Willamette Riyer,Portland to Eu-

gene and Yamhill River, Oregon. _--_-_--_-_--_-_-_-_-_--_-.
1 
__ 200_,(X)();_· _._oo_

1 
___ 200_,_ooo_.oo_ 

TotaL_---------------------- 10,017,050.00 62, Hl, 900.88 72,158,956.88 

THE OO:Ml\IITTEE'S SHARE. 

Mr. Speaker, a cursory examination of this exhibit furnishes 
the explanation of the extraordinary activity witnessed in its be­
half. The "pork," as it is facetiously termed, is judiciously dis­
tributed. Thel·e are, however, manifest inequalities -apparent in 
this table, and in the one which I shall submit a moment later; 
still the distribution is so widespread that the nearly three-fou:rthB 
vote which the bill received in its favor, rather than a two-thirds 
vote, should not occasion comment. The appropriations and con­
tracts for some of the States, .as shown by the :table, will iurnish 
revenue sufficient to maintain ·a large part of their population. 

:Mr. Speaker, I now pass from an analysis of the bill by States 

Michigan, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Ohio, Massachusetts, lllinois, 
Minnesota, West Vir gina, .Missouri, Virginia, Mississippi, Georgia. 
Alabama., ..Arkansas, and Kentucky were directly represented 
thereon. The members of thB com:mittBerepel the intimation that 
the b111 is improvident. .It may bewell, howevm·, to suggest that 
possibly their judgment is unconsciolisly influenced by the fact 
that the appl'opriations .and authorized contracts wholly within 
their States aggregate-$31,094,135.91, or nearly one-half the entire 
bill. Those liabilities, including the inde'finite appropriation for 
the 1\IonongahelaN avigation Company, are: New Yo1·k, $4,506,558; 
Oregon,$2,230,390; Michigan, $1,637,150; Pennsylvania, $4,307,000; 
Wisconsin,$513,177.91; Ohio,$1,710,000; Massachusetts, 1,574,000; 
illinois., $6,648,960; Minnesota, $157,000; West Virginia, $1,237,500; 
Mlssouri,$55,000; Virginia,$.334,000; Mississippi, 979,400; Georgia, 
$3,446,000; Alabama, 110,000; Arkansas, $153,000, and Ken-tucky, 
$1,495,000. 

M01·eover,il to these liabilities we add the $25,176,819 foTprojecta 
in "one m more States" contiguous to Stat-es represented on the 
committee, exclusive of the Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri Tivers, 
it is obvious that the States directly and indirectlyTepresented-on 
the committee are beneficiaries at the expense of the taxpayers of 
'the conutryto the extent of $56,270.,954..91. 1n theJU'esenoe of this 
exhibit comment upon the judgment of the committee becomes 
unnecessary, and an explanation is found for the-enormous pressure 
exerted by members at the beginning of each Congress for assign­
ment to service upon th~t committee. 

UNWORTHY ITEMS. 

The Secretary of War, in response to my inquiry, submits a 
statement of the Chief of Engineer,s, citing works reported by that 
office as unworthy of improvement or in other l'espects not desir­
able objects of expenditures, as follows: 
Great Salt Pond ____ ---- ------------·---------------~----------------- $40,000 
Ca-pe Vincent Harbor------------------------------------------------- 25 000 
Yaquina Bay ___ ____ --- ------------·---------------------------------- 1,025; 000 
Rancocas River, Lumberton branch-------------------------------- 2, 000 
Nand.uaCreek ______ ------------------------------------------------- 3, 000 
Yellowstone River _________ -------- ____ -------- ____ -------------------- 10,000 
Nestuca River---- __________ ---------------------··-------------____ 6, 000 
Yamhill River 1 

____ ------ -----· -- ------------------- - ------ ---------- 150,000 

~~;!~~c~~~k~~~p~~~dik!:~~-~~:=====~======:::::::::~=========------2~500 
Delaware River, re-pairin~ dikess ________ ------------ ____ ------- ____ 3, 000 
Goodyear, Outer BrunsWick Bar •-----------------------------: -----· 150,000 
Rock Hall Inner Harbor--------------------------------------------- 1,000 

£~0~~~~~~~~~~=:~~==~~==~~==~=======~==~=======~=~=~~:=~::::::: 1~:~ Academy Creek ____________ ---------·--··-------------- __ ------________ 7, ()()() 

$1,453,500 
Mr. Speaker, in referring to this class of appropriations, the 

Chief Engineer states, in further response to my inquiry, tbat 
''the total for items in the act f01· works whieh have been re11orted 
by the War Department as unworthy, .and for ~terns appearing to 
be of a personal nature, is about ~>1;500,000, but in nearly all cnses 
the t·eports and facts in relation to such items were before the 
cOllliDittee when the items were acted on, and in their opinion the 
items are proper." It seems, therefore, that the Committee on 
Rivers and Harbors overruled the judgment of the War Depart­
ment when they favorably reported this class of items to the 
House. 

YA.QUI~.A BAY. 

Inasmuch as the committee have assumed this responsibility, l 
desire to invite especial attention to the largest item on the 1ist, 
the appropriation.for Yaquina Bay, Oregon, inserted by the House 
committee. I have been unable to locate this bay on the regular 
map of the United States. But it appears from an examination 
of the engineer reports that the Government expended upon the 
improvement of the -entrance to this bay, up to and including the 
-appropriation -of August 17, 1894l the sum of $676~093.34. This 
expen.diturB has resulted in deepening the channel n-om 7 and 8 
feet, at the beginnin,g of the wo:rk, to 12 and 15 feet at this time. 
The Chief of Engineers, in his annual r~ort for 1895, asked for 
$25,000, which he said would complete tlie then existing project. 
Gen. T. L. Casey, then 'the Chief of Engineers, in a report dated 
January 18, 1895, sta-ted: 

It is the o;Qinionof Ca.ptainSymonsand·of Col. G. H. Mendell, Corps of Engi­
neers, the division engineer, that this locality is not worthy of further im­
provement by the GenerPJ Government, and m this opinion I concur. 

But notwithstanding the adverse report of this distinguished 
engineer officer, a board was created by the sundry civil act of 
March 2, i895, to consider further improvements of Yaquina Bay. 
This board, as 1 am advised, made no recommendation of the 
project, but, as required by the act, simply reported the estimated 

1 Locks and dams. 
2 Some of them reported not worthy, but others desirable. 
.SPersonal. 
• Excess to be pa.id G-oodyear over WhD.t Captain Carter says he can do it for. 
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cost; and it is to carry out this new scheme that $1,025,000 of lia- · 
hili ties is now incurred. 

Commercial startistics show that for the year ending June 30, 
1893, the total exports and imports at that point amounted to 
only 24:,482 tons, valued at $964,408. There were five small steamers 
on the river and bay at that time, and the total number of pas­
sengers arriving and departing for the year ending June 30, 1893, 
was only "955. Two years later, or for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1895, the total exports and imports were 31,872 tons, valued at 
$712,652, while the number of steamers on the river and bay were 
but four small craft, and the number of passengers arriving and 
departing by sea for that year were 851. That is to say, it appears 
from this statement that, despite the money spent by the Govern­
ment at that point, the value of the exports and imports decreased 
in the interval between 1893 and 1895 by $251,756, while there was 
also a falling off of 104 passengers arriving and departing during 
the same period, and one less boat operating on the bay and the 
river. These statistics show the commerce of the place to be in­
oonsiderable. Indeed, the estimates given by the local engineer 
.are furnished by interested parties, and hence are probably greatly 
magnified. 

]iT. Speaker, this large appropriation is notoriously unworthy. 
I unhesitatingly challenge its propriety. It can 'Serve no public 
purpose, and if debate had been permitted upon the reconsidera­
tion of the bill my intention was to challenge the attention of the 
House and the country to it. This exhibit also discloses two 
small items of appropriation for work to be done in repairing 
dikes which I am advised should be done at the expense of the 
lessees of public property, who are obligated by existing leases to 
keep them in g.oodcondition at their own expense. 

NOT RECOMMENDED. 

I come now, Mr. Speaker, to submit a list of appTopriations 
carried in the bill which were made with-out the customary pre­
liminary examination, no opinion having been expressed by the 
War Department as to the worthiness of the proposed improve­
ments in their relation to the interests of commerce. It should 
be said, however, as to many of these items, th-at the reports of 
surveys as made by loca.l officers may be accepted as recommen­
dations. The list submitted by the Chief of Engineers is as 
follows: 
Rockland Harbor, Maine---·---------------------------------------· $403,500 
Portland Harbor, Maine·--·-------------------------·--------------- 766 250 
New Bedford Harbor, Massachusetts--------- -------------- ---- 10:000 
Block Island Harbor, Rhode Island_________________________________ 5,000 
Bridtfeport Harbor, Connecticut _____ ------------------------------- 28,000 
Cos Cob Harbor and Miamus River, Connecticut ______ ------------ 8, 000 
Newtown Creek, New York-------------------------------------- 392,000 

~~i!i~~ ~:~~N~:j!r~~~-==~====~~=================:::::~:::::=::: ~:~ 
Wilmington Harbor and Christiana River, Delaware_____________ 2"..5,846 

E~~:r~JfiL~i.~i!~~~=~~== :::::::::~:::::::~=~::====~======: 1
• ~: m 

Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio .... __ ---------------··---------------------· 50,000 

E~Eir~:::~~~=~~:==:~:::::::~==~~:~~~~~=~=:~~~ 1~ i 
Pre que De, Michigan_-----------··---------------------------------- 20,000 
South Milwaukee Harbor, Wisconsin---------------------------- 5,000 
Grays Harbor and Bar, Oregon.----------------------------------- 1, 000,000 
Sasanoa River, Maine .. --·- __ --------------------------------------- 19,000 
Merrimac River, Massachusetts_----- ------------------------------ 5, 000 
Pawcatuck River, Rhode Island----------------------------------- - 15,000 
Providence River and Narragansett Bay, Rhode Island__________ _ 25 000 
Manokin River, Maryland ___________ ------------------------------- · 4:000 
Pocomoke River, Maryland _____________ ---------------------------- 5, 000 
Nandua Creek, Virginia __________ ---·----------------------------· 3,000 
Manatee River, Florida------------- ------- · ·-·---------------------- 4-,000 

!;{~$~r~iE~i~~~~~~~~:~=======~::===~~===~==~~==~=======~ ~:~ 
~~~~~~ife~~Vt~~~~~==~========--==:~~=:===~==:====-=======: ~:~ 
Calumet River, Dlinois ------------------------------------------ - --- 50,000 

r~~rli;~~~~~~~~;t~~~~==~=~=====~=================:===== i:m Sacramento and Feather rivers, California ___ ----- _____ ----- -----· 250,000 
Lakes Union and Washington, Washington-----------·-----·----·- 150,000 
Indian River, Negro Cut, Florida ______ --------------------·-------- 7, 500 
Brunswir:lk Outer Bar (Goodyear) (first $30,000 notinolnded)---- 215,000 
Yellow Mill Pond _________ ----- __ ·--- ________ -------------------- --- - 10,000 
Santa. Monica or San Pedro board---------------------------------- 50,000 
Brazos board ________________________ --------------- _____ --------____ 5, 000 
Santa Monica and San Pedro work------------------------------ --_ (?) 2, 900,000 
Jamestown Island, Virginia ____ ------------------------------------- 15,000 
Levee Flint Creek to Iowa River -------- ____ -------- _________ ----- _ 75,000 
Missouri River1speciallocalities) -------------------------------- 310,000 
Presque Isle (Lake Supe1·ior) ------- ------- --- -- -- - -·-------------- 20,000 

10,696,096 

Now, .Mr. Speaker, section 13 of the act of August 17,1894, pro­
vides: 

That no preliminary examination, survey, J)roject, or estimate for new 
works other than those designated in this act sha.ll be made; and provided 
further, tnat after theTegular or formal report on-any examination, survey, 
:project, or work nnder way, or proposed, is su:bmitted, 110 supplemental or 
additional report or estimate for the same fiscal year shall be .made unless 
ordered by a resolution of Congress. 

The Chief of Engine€rs says, in transmitting this list, that the 
taw above quoted prohibits the presentation of recommendations, 
plans, oc estimates unless called for by joint resolution of Con­
gress. Nevertheless, during the present session a large number 
of such joint I'esolutions have been passed, and many plans and 
estimates have been presented in conformity with such resolu­
tions. He also states that-
It will be noted that while in some cases the local officer may give facts 

upon which an opinion earn be formed as to merit of improvement the Secre­
tary of War in transmitting the reports expresses no opinion. The majority 
of works in the ten-and-a-half millions list have been reported on in accord­
ance with Sj)ecial resolutions calling for plans and estimates for either new 
or extended projects. 

He further states, in another communication, that-
It seems necessary to say in this connection that nearly one-third of this 

sum of ten and a half millions is in a single item, which may be expended at 
a point that has never been officially recommended to Congress. 

This single item is the project for a deep-water harbor for com­
merce either at Santa Monica Bay, California, or at San Pedro. It 
is hardly necessary to comment upon this scheme, as its purpose 
and its promoter are both familiar to the country. I may say, 
however, that I believe the policy of appropriating for projects 
not recommended by theW ar Department is wholly vicious and in­
defensible. I desire to emphasize this suggestion by the following 
extra-ct from a Washington dispatch to the Philadelphia Inquirer 
of June 5, which is self-explanatory: 

Philadelphians will be surprised to learn that they have really secured 
much more than they songht. The river and harbor bill as it came from the 
President and was passed over his veto has not been printed, but the In­
quirer correspondent saw proof sheets of the bill to-day. He found therein 
an amendment to tho Philadelphia Harbor item that has not yet been pub­
lished. On inquiry he found that Senator QUAY had quietl:y secured the in­
sertion (Jf this amendment by the conference committee, and, with his usual 
modesty, had never mentioned it to the newspaper men. 

The Q!~)d~cndment provides for a survey of the Delaware River, with a 
-view to . · a a channel 000 feet wide by 30 feet deep, extending from a point 
at or near Philadelphia to the deep water at Delaware Bay. Of course the 
survey is merely preliminary, but if the report of tb,e engineers of the War 
Department who will make this survey is favorable there is little doubt that a 
future Congress will make an appropriation sufficient to make this splendid 
improvement. 

This dispatch shows that by the courtesy of the conference com­
mittee another sch.ame laying the foundation for a large expendi­
ture has found a place in the bill. 

M:r. Speaker, it is impracticable for me, as I stated at the outset, 
to note aJl the objectionable features that are carried in this bill. 
I have nD emert know1edg.a in connecti~n with the m.aasure, and 
could not, without great labor, pursue this inquiry further. I 
note, howeve1·, that the bill recognizes as worthy of Government 
aid such great navigable streams as Otter Creek, East Chester 
Creek, Goshen Creek, Cooper Creek, Acquia Creek, Occoquan Creek, 
Lower Machodoc Creek, and N andua Creek. It may be that these 
creeks are worthy of recognition. I do not assert to the mntrary, 
because I have no information upon the question. There are also, 
as I am advised, appropriations for other streams, someof which 
never float any steamers and others but rarely, their sole com­
merce being 1 imi ted to the business of rafting logs. I am informed 
that Elk River, Guyandotte River, and Gauley River, West Vir­
ginia, and Levisa Fork and Tug Fork of the Big Sandy River, 
Kentucky, oolong to this class. It might therefore be aptly re­
marked that even in its smallest features this is a ''log-rolling" 
bill. 

CAPE CHARLES HARBOR. 

I will now refer to perhaps the· most <>bjectionable approp~ 
tion other than those mentioned by the Chief of Engineers as un­
worthy of improvement. I refer to the appropriation for Cape 
Charles Harbor. This is an artificial basin at the southern termi­
nus of the New York, Philadelphia and Norfolk Railroad. Prior 
to the construction of the raih·oad, some ten or twelve yeaTS 
since, it was a shallow pond on the farm of the late William L. 
Scott. The railroad company -deepened the pond and connected 
it with thewate:rs of Ches&.peake Bay by a narrow channel. The 
basin was used to accommodate the barges of the railroad which 
connected it with Norfolk City. The Fifty-first Congress appro­
priated $25,000 for the improvement of this private harbor, all of 
which, with the exception of a small balance, has been expended. 
When the item was considered by the River and Harbor Commit­
tee of the Fifty-second ·Congress, the fact was brought for the 
first time to the attention of that committee that this harbor was 
a private harbor; and it was therefore p1·ovided in the river and 
harbor bill of July 13, 1892, that, before any part of the 810,000 
then appropriated should be available, the owners of the basin 
shou:ld execute an instrument in writing satisfactory to the Sec­
retary of War, giving to any and all vessels, upon any and all 
occasions, for all time to come, the right to enter and remain in 
said harbor and transact business therein without charge, except 
legitimate, usual, and reasonable wharf charges, to be determined 
by the Secretary Df War in the event of disagreement. It was 
also provided that the company should dedicate a public road to 
the wharv.es of said harbor. 

'These requirements have not been complied with by the harbor's 

f 

' 
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owners-now the heirs of the · late William L. Scott and the I rent his garments beca~e the Appropriations Committee would 
railroad company-Mr. Scott having, before his death, conveyed not agree to it. 
one·half of the harbor to the railroad. And the present bill even Mr. GROUT. That was to give the gentleman something to 
contains a proviso, inserted by the House committee, repealing talk about. 
the conditions imposed by the act of July 13, 1892, requiring the Mr. DOCKERY. I was for a time at a loss to understand the 
dedication of a public road and the opening of the harbor to all applause of the gentleman from Vermont when I said the Repub­
vessels. This House proviso was very properly stricken out by the lican party would be obliged to enact two McKinley bills. I an­
Senate Committee on Commerce, but was finally allowed to retain derstand it now, because two such bills will be needed to pay the 
its place in the bill, notwithstanding the sound objections of the enormous liabilities which the gentleman and the Republican party 
Senate thereto. contemplate by bills such aa that to which the gentleman from 

It is hardly necessary, Mr. Speaker, to comment upon this ap- Texas refers. 
propriation. It is the appropriation of public money to improve Mr. Speaker, whatever I may say as a Democrat against the pol­
a private harbor. It is, therefore, indefensible, and I commend icy of bond issues-and I do not favor it, I neyer have favored it, 
the Senate committee for their action in disapproving it. and I do not expect ever to favor it-still it does not become the 

It may be pertinent in this connection to submit a few comments Republican party, after having indorsed the action of the Presi­
of the leading newspapers of the country in respect to this bill. dent under the resumption act, and having sought to give him 
1: accordingly append to my remarks a very few, which may be "additional" authority to issue three per cent bonds-it does not 
taken as fairly indicative of the almost unanimous views of the become them to arraign the President for his action in that regard. 
press in condemnation of this measure. And let me say another thing. If you [addressing the Repub-

coNCLusioN. lican side of the House] do not indorse the policy of bond issues, 
tell me why it is that the distinguished chairman of the Commit-

! only desire to add that, so far as I am able to ascertain, a con- tee on Ways and Means, after having reported adversely the bill 
siderable number of the appropriations and contracts authorized recently passed by the Senate prohibiting the issue of bonds with­
by the river and harbor bill are for worthy objects. I do not out Congressional authority, has made no effort (although it is a 
denythis proposition. Neither do I desire to be understood as privilegedquestion)tocallupthatbill? [ApplauseontheDemo­
imputingimproper motives to the membership of either committee cratic side.] 
connected with the preparation of the bill, or to any gentleman Let the gentleman from Maine [Mr. DINGLEY] answer to the 
who bas given the measure his support. But I do most earnestly American people. Why has be not called up the bill to prohibit 
protest against items classed as unworthy by the Chief of Engi- the further issue of bonds without the consent of the legi~lative 
neers, and also against the policy which enters upon large expendi- branch of the Government, if he and his party are opposed to the 
tures for internal improvements without approval in the usual policy of the President? 
way by the Secretary of War and the Chief of Engineers. I object Mr. MAGUIRE. Why does benotdoit now? We have plenty 
further to the abuse of the continuing-contract system, which is of time; and there is a quorum here. 
imposing large obligations upon the revenues of both the present 1\fr. DOCKERY. Ce1·tainly. As my friend from California 
and the future at a time when the Government's current expenses suggests, and as gentlemen suggest all around me, why not call 
exceed its current income. up that bill before this Congress adjourns? 

The policy of continuing river and harbor contracts was inaugu- Mr. PITNEY. Will the Democrats vote for it? 
rated by the Fifty-first Congress in 1890, with a liability of but Mr. DOCKERY. Every Democrat on this floor will remain 
$13,282,979. In 1892 additional contr::cts of this kind ":ere author- here to-morrow--
ized amounting to $31,760,521, and m the present bill they are Mr. PITNEY. Will you vote for it or against it? 
increased to $62,141,906.88. At this rate of increase the outstand- :Mr. DOCKERY. For it, of course. 
ing obligations of the Government on this account, which are just Mr. PITNEY. And stop the issue of bonds? 
as sacred as other obligations, will, in the next bill, probably reach Mr. DOCKERY. Certainly, without the consent of the law-
5100,000,000. Indeed, in the debate upon the measure when it was making power. I believe that every Democrat, whether be favors 
first considered by the House, the gentleman from Oregon [Mr. the bill or not! will remain here to-morrow and assist in making 
HERM..A.NN], a leading member of the River and Harbor Commit- a quorum, if you will consent to call up the bill for consideration. 
tee, insisted that this bill ought to have carried $100,000,000 of · Again I challenge the gentleman from Maine, the able Repub­
autborized contracts! In view, therefore, of inadequate reve- lican leader on this floor, to tell the people why no effort has been 
nues and the prostrate condition of business, this bill becomes a made to pass the bill. Did you say lack of time? You have bad 
wanton, inexcusable, and indefensible assault upon the people's a surplus of time in the closing days of this session, and you have 
Treasury. It authorizes the largest expenditure of public money employed it in reducing the Democratic minority on this floor, 
ever carried by a single river and harbor bill since the adoption which at the outset numbered but 104. You have reduced this 
of the Constitution. meager minority by unseating 11 Representatives. With but 

REPUBLICANs INDORSE BOND ISSUES. limited debate in some cases, and in others by the aid of grossly 
Mr. Speaker, I desire to say, in conclusion, that some time partisan decisions by temporary occupants of the chair, the people 

since I charged the Republican party on this floor with being a of those districts have been deprived of theil· chosen Representa­
do-nothing party. I arraigned the do-nothing policy, announced tives, and yet you will go before the people and say you bad not 
by the distinguished Speaker of the House, and by his almost the time in which to call up and consider important matters of 
equally eminent collea~~ [~r. DINGLEY]. Th.e ~rraignment ~s legislation affecting millions of people in this country! [Ap­
subject, however, to hm1tat10n as to appropriatiOns of pubhc plause.] Why, Mr. Speaker, only yesterday the ironclad pro­
money. In this respect the Republican party has actively pur- visions of the Tucker rule were invoked to secure a quorum to 
sued the policy of squandering the borrowed Treasury surplus. unseat that distinguished and intrepid young Democrat from Ala­
In "the good time coming," to which the gentleman from illinois bama r:Mr. Underwood]. 
[Mr. CANNONl referred-if it shall come-I know you will "legis- Mr. GROUT. Because he was not elected. 
late" and I know we shall have another McKinley bill, twice Mr. DOCKERY. And only a few days ago a temporary occu-
ove:. rLoud applause on the Republican side.] I am glad you pant of the chair violated, as it is alleged, the Constitution, the 
applaud that idea, but I doubt whether the <?ountr~ will do so. It rules of the House, and a long line of precedents, to accomplish 
will be necessary to enact about two McKmley bills to pay the the splendid feat of unseating two Democratic Representatives 
mortgages you are imposing upon the Treasury of the United in a single day. 
States, to say nothing of the manufacturers, who, it is alleged by Mr. MAHON. And you unseated Joy in forty minutes. 
the Republican Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. CHANDLER], Mr. DOCKERY. There can therefore be no excuse fo1· lack 
are to be reimbursed for contributions made m the interest of of time; no excuse for the lack of a quorum, since you have so 
the Presidential candidacy of a distinguished citizen of Ohio. large a majority that you can easily maintain a quorum if you 

.• Mr. GROUT. And we shall want another such bill to pay the so desire. Tell the people, if you will, why you evade this re-
Cleveland bonds. sponsibility. The facts are, as I stated on a former occa-

Mr. DOCKERY. Oh, Mr. Speaker, it does not lie in the mouth sion-and the country knows it-that you did not intend to 
of the gentleman from Vermont to make that suggestion. I attempt any economic or financial legislation at this session of 
could make that suggestive criticism, and make it consistently. Congress, but were coerced by the menacing business situation to 
But the gentleman belongs to the Republican party, which, in present the Dingley tariff and bond bills, which were disapproved 
December last, in this House, indorsed the policy of bond issues, by a Republican-Populist Senate. You sought to postpone the 
and endeavored to give the Administration "additional" author- disclosure of your own differences until after theN ovemb~r elec­
ity under the resumption act. Therefore, I say it does not lie in tion. That was the policy of the Speaker, declared at the begin-
his mouth to arraign the Democratic Administration. ning of the session, and you approved it, as also the action of the -

Mr. GROUT. 1· did not indorse the policy which made the President in respect to bond issues. Indeed, so emphatic is your 
issue of bonds necessary. approval that you refuse to call up for consideration the Senate 

Mr. SAYERS. The gentleman on the other side introduced a bill forbidding the further increase of- the bonded debt withont 
bill appropriating $100,000,000 for coast defenses; and he almost the consent of Congress. [Applause.] 
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COMMENTS OF THE PRESS ON RIVER .AND HARBOR BILL. 

[From the Chicago Times-Herald.] 

RIVER .AND HARBOR BILL VETOED. 

President Cleveland has returned without his approval the river and har­
bor bill adding $80,000,000 to projected Government expenditure. 

The President declares that many of the objects for which the bill appro­
priates public money are not r elated to the public welfare, that many others 
are for the benefit of limited localities or in aid of individual interests. The 
veto is made the more necessary1 in the judgment of the President, by the 
fact that the public Treasury is likely to be confronted with other appropri­
ations at the present session of Congress amounting to more than $500,000,000. 

The President delivers a hot shot on Congress by :pointing out that the con­
tracts provided for in the bill would create obligatiOns of the United States 
amounting to $62,000,000, no less binding than United States bonds for that 
sum, "at a time when the issue of bonds to maintain the credit and financial 
standing of the country is a subject of criticism." 

While many of the it.ems in the river and harbor bill are justified by public 
necessity, the bill is beyond defense as a whole. The Congress that has passed 
it has been impotent for beneficient legislation and potent only for agitation 
and extravagance. The receipts of the Government from all sources for 
nine months ending March, 1896, were $250,609,8!0.05. The expenditures for 
the same period were $269,360,542.26. With no help from Congress the gap 
between the Treasury outgo and income constantly widens. 

[From the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.] 
A PROPER VETO. 

President Cleveland has vetoed the river and harbor bill. This is a veto 
which should meet with public commendation. 

The river and harbor bill for years past has been a communism of pelf. 
One section has traded with all others, until these measures, instead of rep­
resenting a legitimate public demand for necessary improvementR, have come 
to be recognized as great pooling operations for the d1 vision of spoil. 

The appropriations have been continually growing in size. The Fiftieth 
Congress appropriated $22,397,000, the Fifty-first $25,136,000. The bill which 
the President has just vetoed appropriates $76,773,610, and $64,211,760 of this 
is to be expended in "continuous-contract work," to be continued indefi­
nitely and at increasing public expense. It is to this feature of the bill, more 
glaring in this bill than many previous measure of the kind, that the Presi­
dent most strongly objects. 

The veto should not be overridden, but there is no assurance that it will 
not be. The representatives of every section will insist upon having their 
share of the swag. Such bills become stronger the more objectionable fea­
tures they contain. 

lFrom the Kansas City Times.] 
RIVERS AND HARBORS STEAL. 

No man who is informed as to the inside facts can help acknowledging the 
justice and honesty of President Cleveland's veto of the rivers and harbors 
bill. While this section is deeply, vitally, interested in the matter, we are 
bound to admit that the few meritorious features of the bill have l.Jeen for 
years covered over, hidden, and overshadowed by a stupendous superstruc­
ture of fraudulent and unworthy schemes. 

'!'he custom has grown up of allowing almost every Congressman a slice out 
. of the Treasury to help him in his district, and the way it is done is to ·make 

an appropriation for his district-that is, if it can boast a brook or stream 
· big enough to float a chip in a. high dew-and put it in the rivers and harbors 
bm . 

[From the St. Louis Globe-Democrat.] 
The river and harbor bill, which authorizes contracts amounting to over 

$62,000,000, and which has been passed over the veto, is a pretty bad measure, 
a& a whole, though, of course, it has some good provisions. River and harbor 
bills have caused more trouble to Congresses and Presidents than any three 
of the other regular money bills of the Government. Many of them have 
encountered the veto, and a few of them, like the present one, have secured' 
enou~h votes to override that barrier. The experience with river and har­
bor bills shows the desirabilit7 of giving the President the power which some 
governors have to veto proVIsions in appropriation bills without affecting 
the other items in the measures. 

[From the Kansas City Star.l 
A COMMENDABLE VETO. 

In vetoing the river and bar bor bill President Cleveland performed a plain 
constitutional and patriotic duty. For this act, involving courage andmtel­
ligence, he probably deserves no special praise , for the consciousness of obli­
gations fulfilled is ample recompense to a faithful public servant. But 
neither does he merit censure for the performance of an obvious duty, how­
ever much the consequence may disappoint this man interested or that sec­
tion concerned. There will be plenty ready to blame, however, and the 
selfishness of personal interests will find pegs to hang objections on until 
the country is deluged with the plaints and complaints of log-rolling Congress­
men and their friends, and disgusted with the sordidness of modern states­
manship. 

[From the New York Herald.] 
A VETO DESERVING OF ALL PRAISE. 

For vetoing the river an :I harbor appropriation bill the President deserves 
the thanks of the country, not only for the act itself, but for the manner of 
doin~ it. 

This bill is always the favorite picklock by which selfish and unscrupulous 
legislators get at the public funds for the benefit of themselves through their 
constituents . It has been a growing abuse, the bill just vetoed having in­
volved an expe nditure of about$80,000,000. 

[From the Chicago Tribune.] 
lUVER AND HARBOR BILL VETOED. 

President Cleveland has vetoed the river and harbor bill because of its 
alleged extra>agance. The immediate ex~enditure contemplated by this bill 
is, he saxs, nearly fourteen millions, while another bill appropriates over 
three millions for similar purposes. The one he vetoes also authorizes con­
tinuing contracts amounting to more than sixty-two millions. 

{l~:::s~ s;1~~~~e~1g~'!~;::t !~~~~\~~~\l~~r~~;s~~o=:rf~~ 1~~ e~~i:t~ 
811a~~~fultra~~~ ~;~ito~g~alreih~·n::a_of the condition of the Treasury 

[From the New York World.] 
THE RIVER AND HARBOR VETO. 

It will be much easier for Congress to pass the river and harbor bill over -
the President's veto than it will be to controvert any one of the many good 
reasons he gave for the veto in yesterday's message. 

The amount of money appropriated by the bill is unprecedented, and in 
addition to the expenditures it directly sanctions it provides for surveys aud 
expenditures which contemplate new work and further contracts. It pro­
vides for continuing work on improvements where costly work in the past 
has proved a failure. It includes objects which are not related to the public 
w elfare, and of which many are palpably for the benefit of limited localities 
or in aid of individual interests. It also includes work not approved by the 
examining engineers, and even work which private parties have agreed to do 
in consideration of their occupancy of public property. 

[From the Chicago Record.] . 
Congress is especially to be criticised for extravagance in appropriations 

at a time when the Government revenues are small. Attention is called to 
this point by the President. It looks very much a-s if the way was being -:pre­
pared by Congress and an excuse devised for the enactment of another high­
tariff law as soon as there shall be a change of Administration. 

It has been expected, even in Congress, that the President would veto this bill 
just as he has done. In anticipation of such action adjournment was delayed 
long enough to give an opportunity to pass the measure over the veto. The 
objections of the President are to be overridden, not because they are ill­
taken, but simply because there may be votes enough to do so. This will be 
a sorry spectacle if the programme is carried out. The Presidential veto 
will receive the sanction of calm-minded men generally. 

[From the Baltimore Sun.] 
VETO OF THE RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 

The President gives some cogent reasons for his veto of the river and har­
bor bill. The amount appropriated for almost immediate expenditure is 
about $11,000,000, and in addition contracts are authorized for $62,000,000. The 
latter sum, as is aptly pointed out, would be as binding upon the Government 
as an issue of bonds, and the President shows that at this time of business 
depres:sion and resulting disappointment in Government revenue~ extrava­
gant appropriations are altogether out of the question. "Indiviaual econ­
omy and careful expenditure are sterling virtues," says the Pre5ident. 
"Economy and the exaction of clear justification for the appropriation of 
public moneys by the servants of the peoJ?le are not only virtues, but solemn 
obligations." Leaving out the approprmtion for rivers and harbors, the 
prasent Congress has already authorized expenditures amounting to more 
than $500,000,000, and has shown a reckless disregard of existing couditions. 

[From the St. Louis Republic.] 
OVER THE VETO. 

Many millions of dollars of the taxpayers' money are squandered in per­
sonal and political jobs by the passage over Mr. Cleveland's veto of the bill 
that was hatched in REED's Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

Collis P. Huntington's Santa Monica job, instead of being killed outright.l 
as it ought to have been, by the advice of all engineers who have examinea 
the harbors of Santa Monica and San Pedro, is hung up subject to the report 
of a commission to be appointed hereafter. 

[From the Washington Post.] 
THE RIVER AND HARBOR. BILL. 

We think that the judgment aud the conscience of the country will sustain 
the President in his veto of the river and harbor bill. ln a few terse and 
pregnant sentences he has drawn a vivid picture of the extravagant waste­
fulness contemplated by that measure, and has shown that not only is the 
Treasury at this time unable to meet :so vast an addition to its liabilities, but 
that a very considerable proportion of these proposed liabilities cau be traced 
to favoritism, to deliberate prodigality, and to reckless improvidence. 

Of course we regard it as a great J?ity that works of really serious national 
impo~tance are to be curtailed and m some cases suspended altogether. We 
fully realize the harm that would be done to our domestic commerce by the 
neglect of such great highways as the Ohio and the Mississippi rivers, and of 
various harbors which require constant attention in order to preserve their 
usefulness as outlets of American trade. We regret very much that the 
Pl·esident could not nave ordained the continued prosecution of such enter­
prises and !lot the same time cu~ off the obj~ctionable items whic;:h everybody 
knows are lllSerted for no public end, but srmply for the promotwn of private 
aspirations. This, unfortunately, he could not do, and so, as we believe right­
eously and wisely, he has condenmed the whole measure rather than consent 
to what he regards as an iniquity. As we say, it seems to us Mr. Cleveland 
has done well. This river and harbor business has long been regarded with 
suspicion and disconten t. In many respects it has become scandalous. 
Within the past twenty years millions and millions have been wasted upon 
unknown duck ponds, remote hog wallows, utterly useless and irreparable 
no-thoroughfares. Appropriations have oeen made for rivers not down upon 
auy map, and in some cases unknown to the m ember for the district in which 
the river was supposed t o be located. Everybody knows that the thing has 
become disreputable. Everybody knows that the legitimate works of the. 
Governm~nt, such as we have re~e~red to above, have been made the pretext 
upon which to draw untold milliOns from the Treasury for enterprises 
wholly illegitimate and notoriously futile. Men ·have kept them selves in 
Congress by virtue of their supposed success in securing these ridiculous 
appropriations. The public service and the public conscience have been de­
bauched by these untoward practices. 

Now the thing has attained proportions which the President can not bring 
himself to countenance. He has vetoed the bill, and, in our opinion, the in­
telligence and the patriotism of the country will sustain him. 

[From the St. Louis Republic.] 
NOT CLEVELAND' S VETO. 

President Cleveland vetoed the river and harbor bill, but the real authors 
of the veto were the greedy jobbers who rushed in to get personal and politi­
cal grabs out of a useful and necessary public measure. 

It is disgraceful that the Government can not give money for the ease of 
commerce and navigation without giving S5 to blackmailing schemes for every 
dollar legitimately expended. 

[From the Chicago Times-Herald.] 
The New York Evening Post saxs: "Only one President before Cleveland 

ever vetoed a river and harbor bill. On the 1st of August, 1882, Mr. Arthur 
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sent back with his objections a meusuTe calling for an appropriation of 
$18,743,875, because many of its provisions were 'entirely for the benefit of 
particular localities,' and not for the promotion of commerce among the 
States. Congress made short work of the veto, the House repassing the bill 
by a vote of 1.22 to 59 and the Senate by 41 to 16, although the P.epublicans 
were in control of Congress and the President was Republican." 

As this is the second time a prominent newspaper has made this quite 
erroneous statement, it may be as well to coTrect it before it spreads any 
further. 

December 6,1832, President Jackson vetoed a river and harbor bill on the 

grT~~f there is a class of appropriations in the bill for the improvement of 
streams that are not navigable, that are not channels of commerce, and that 
do not pertain to the harbors or ports of entry designated by any law, or 
have any ascertained connection with the usual establishments for the secm·­
ity: of commerce, external or internal. 

June ll, 1844, President Tyler vetoed "An act making appropriations for the 
improvement of certain harbors and rivers." 

August 3, 1846, President Polk vetoed a river and harbor bill, his reasons 

being substantially the same as those of P.resident Tyler, that such appro­
priations are unconstitutional. 

December 30, 1854, President Pierce vetoed a river and harbor bill, going 
into the question of the constitutionality of the me.asure at great length, and 
holding that appropriations by the General Government should be confined 
to works..necessary to the execution of its .undoubted powers, and of leaving 
all others to indiVIdual enterprise or to the separate States. 

President Buchanan also vetoed bills for the improvement of the St. Clair 
Flats and of the Mississippi River on constitutional grounds. 

·President Grant in August, 1876, signed a river and harbor bi111 but sent to 
Congress a most extraordinary protest against it, in which he srud: 

" Many appropriations are made for works of purely private or local inter­
est, in no sense national. I can not give my sanction to these, and will take 
care that dm·ing my term of office no public money shall be expended upon 
them. '' * * Underno circumstances will I allow expenditures upon works 
not clearly national." 

The veto by President Arthur, above mentioned, was the next 
in order, and was the only one that was overruled by Congress. 

TABLE B.-Approp?'iations made by the Fl,jty-ji1·st, Fifty-second, and Fifty-third Congresses, and first session-of the Fifty-fou1·th Oongress,fiscal years 1891 to 
. 1897, incl'u.sive. 

Fifty-first Congress. Fifty-second Congress. 

Title. 

Fifty-third Congress. Fifty-fourth 
Congress. 

First session, Second session, First session, 
189],. 1892. 1893. 

Second session Extra and first Third session, First session, 
1894. ' re:gular s~- 1896. 1897. 

Agriculture_--------·_--···------------------
Army------ ____ ------ ____ -----------------------
Diplomatic and consular-----·----------------
'District of Columbia ____ --------··-------------
Fortifications ______ ----------------------- -- ---
Indian __ . __ ---------------·--·------------------

~~~:~eae~my===~~::::==:=:::~:::::~:::::: 
Navy---·----------------···-·-·-··----··-------
'Pension ,.including deficiencies a ______ --···-._ 
Post-Office ______ -----·-- ----_--------·----·---. 
River and haTbor ---------------- ----------·---
Sundry civil ______ ----------·--------- ----- ----
Deficiencies, except for pensions ______ ···-··. 

$1,799,100.00 
24-,206,471.79 
1, 710, 815. 00 
5,769,544.15 
4, 232, 935. ()() 
7,262,016.02 

21,030, 752. 75 
435,296.11 

24-,136,035. 5a 
123, 779, 368. 35 
72,226, 698.99 
25, 136, 295. ()() 

b 31, 100, 341. 38 
13, 295, 541. 61 

$3, 028, 153. 50 
24-, 613, 529.19 
1, 656, 925. ()() 
5, 597,125.17 
3, 774,, 803.00 

16, 386, 28!. 86 
22,027,674.75 

402, 064. 64: 
31, 541, 65!. 78 

164, 550, 383. 34 
77,907,222.61 

c38, 388,552.73 
9, 384, 148. 62 

To"tal ------ ____________ . _______ ----------- 356,121,211.68 399,238,522.19 
Miscellaneous ______ --------····------------____ 7, 010,905. Z7 d 19,498,531.10 

$3,232,995.50 $3, 323,500. 00 
24,308,499.82 24-,225, 639.78 
1, GM, 040. 00 1,557,445.00 
5, 317,973. Z7 5, 413, 223. 91 
2, 734, Z76. 00 2, 210, 055. 00 
7,664:,0!7.84 7' 854, 240. 38 

21,900, 132.97 21, 865,802. 81 
428,917.33 432,556.12 

23, 5!3, 385. 00 22, 10!, 061. 38 
154, 411, 682. 00 180,681,074.85 
80,331, 276. 73 84, 004, 314. 22 
21, 154, 218. ()() --·4i; ns; m.-is· Z'l, 665,076.93 
£, 230,859.50 8, 127,361.51 

382, 527' 385. 89 400, 515, 586. 11 
3, 208, 922. 82 520,499.18 

swns, 189a. 

$3, 223, 623. 06 $3, 303, 750. 00 $3,255,532.00 
23, 592, 884. 68 23, 252, 608. 09 23,278,402.73 
1, 563, 918. 76 1, 57 4, 458. 76 1, 642, 558. 76 
5, 545, 678. 57 5,745,443.25 5, 905,082.48 
2, 427,004. ()() 1, 90!, 957.50 7, 397,888.00 

10,659, 565.16 8, 762, 751. 24: /7,390,496.79 
21, 305, 583. 29 21, 891, 718. 08 21,518, 834. 71 

400,535.08 464,261.66 44!)' 525. 61 
25,327,126.12 29, 416,245. 31 30, 562,"739. 95 

151, 581, 570.00 141,381,570.00 141, 328, 580. 00 
87,236,599.55 89,545,997.86 92, 571, 504. 22 
11, 643, 180. 00 (g) h 12,621,800. 00 
34, 253, 775. 55 i 46, 568, 160.40 33, 001,152.19 
11,811, 00!. 06 9, 825,374.82 j15,326,503.05 

390,578, 0!8. 48 
577,956.55 

383, 636, 896. 97 
297,667.37 

396, 280. 660. 49 
k 425,000. 00 

I------------·I-----------·I------------1------------I------------I------------I·-----------
Total regular annual ~PI?ropriations. _. 3!J3, 132, 111}. 95 418,737,053.29 

Permanent annual appropr1at10~s- _ ... __ ...• _ e 131,324, 131. 70 e 122, 486, 808. 00 

Total_---------------·-----···---------··- 494,456,248.65 541,223,861.29 

Total Fifty-first, Fifty-second, and 
Fifty-third Congresses_----------.---- 1, 035,680, 109. 94. 

385, 736, 308. 71 
e 121,863,880.00 

404, 036, 085. 29 
e115, 468,273.92 

507,600,188.71 519, 50!, 359. 21 

1, 027, 10!, 54.7. 92 

391, 156,005. 03 
e 101,074,680.00 

383,934,564:. 3! 
e 113, 073, 956. 32 

896, 705. 660. 49 
e 119, 054, 160. 00 

,_!92, 230, 685.03 497' 008, 520. 66 515,759,820.4:9 

989,239,205.69 

a Deficiencies included as follows: 1891, on account of 1890, $25,321,907.25; 1892, on account of 1891, $29,335,598.34; 1893, on account of 1892, $7,674,332; 1.894, on 
account of 18V3, $14,14.9,72!.85. 

b This amount includes Sl-,362.059.16 actual expenditures under indefinite appropriations for pay and bounty claims. 
c This amount includes $978,188.74 actual expenditures under indefinite appropriations for pay and bounty claims. 
d This amount includes $15,2'27,000 for refund of direct taxes in addition to the specific sum of $500,000 a_ppropriated for that purpose. 
e This is the amount originally submitted to Congress by the Secretary of the Treasury as estimated to be necessary under permanent specific and 

permanent indefinite apP.ropriations, except that to the amount thus submitted for 18!J~ $101,628,453, there are added expenditures under permanent appro· 
priations made by the F1fty-first Congress subsequent to said estimate, as follows: Salar1es diplomatic and consular service, $27,756. 79; redemption national· 
bank notes, t23,553,298.50; expenses of Treasury notes, $218,362.60; coinage of silver bullion, $210,893.14; rebate tobacco tax, $770,082.39; and repayments to 
importers and for debentures and drawbacks, customs service, $4,915,285.28; in all, $29,695,678.70. 

f This sum is exclusive of 1;660,000 for second installment on account of purchase of Cherokee Outlet, which has been paid under "permanent annual 
appropriations," but is not included in the estimates thereunder for 1897. A like sum was included in the Indian appropriation act passed at the last 
session of the last Congress. · 

g No river and harbor act was passed durin~ the last session, but the sundry civil act of that session carried$11,287,11oforriver and harbor works under 
contract, while the sundry civil act of this sesswn appropriates only $3,284o,597 for such works. 

h This does not include $3,000,000 estimated to be necessary under indefinite appropriation made in river and harbor act of this session to purchase 
property of Monongahela Navigation Company. . 

i This sum includes $5,238,289.08 to pay sugar bounty under legislation enacted by the Fifty-first Congress. 
j This sum includes $1,-190,679.56 for objects that are in no sense deficiencies; $3,614,133.77topay judgments of thecourtsa.ndaudited accounts certified by 

the accounting officers for 1893 and prior fiscal years; in all, $5,110,813.33. 
k Estimated. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, as I listened to the remarks of 
my friend the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. DocKERY] in his 
assault on this Republican House and the Republican party, I was 
reminded of the quaint saying of Josh Billings, that" it is better 
to not know so many things, than it is to know so many things 
that ain't so." [Applause and laughter.] 

I have been wondering for some time what the gentlemen who 
are standing up here to-day to defend the condition of things 
which we have had during the past three years under complete 
Democratic control would say on the stump in the coming cam­
paign; and we have just been having some little anticipation of 
the lame defense they propose to make. 

In November, 1892, there was a national election which decreed 
a revolution from the economic policy which had prevailed in 
this country for more than thirty years, and that the Democratic 
party should try its hand in running the Government. In that 
year, 1892, culminated this period of a protective policy of thirty 
,years. This country was enjoying then .sucn prosperity as even 
it, with all the prosperity that it had before, had never previously 
enjoyed. [Applause on the Republican side.] We found at that 
time every mill :in operation, every Bpindle-running in this coun­
try, every man, woman, and child that needed work obtaining it 
at good wages; wefoundprosperityeverywhere. Although in re­
vising the tariff in 1890 on the protective lines which had been 
maintained since 1861, we had reduced the revenues by removing 
the duty on sugar, surrendering some sixty millions of revenue 

on an article as necessary to evet:y family as flour, yet in the fis­
cal years 1891 and also in 1892 and the first half of 1893 wo had 
revenue enough to meet every dollar of the current expenditures 
of the Government, to pay the interest on the war debt, and to 
meet the payment of pensions to the boys in blue, with a surplus 
each year. f Applause on the Republican side.] 

Mr. MAHON. And to pay for a number of bonds at the same 
time. 

Mr. DINGLEY (continuing). And at the same time we were 
able to reduce the interest-bearing indebtedness of the country. 

The reduction of the interest-bearing debt from March 1, 1865, 
to March 1, 1893, under the Republican policy which prevailed 
during these twenty-eight years (for even in President Cleve­
land's first term he was simply executing Republican policy), was 
over $1,900,000,000-an annual debt Teduction of $68,000,000~the 
reduction in four-year periods having been as follows: 
March 1, 1865, to MaTch 1,1869------------------- $280,430,492 
March 1,1869, to March 1,1873------------------- 403,948,484 
MaTch 1,1873, to March 1,1877 ··-··------------- 65,204,017 
March 1, 1877, to March 1, 1881 ---------·-----·--- 73, G46, 781 
March 1, 1881, to :March 1, 1885 -------- ---------- 480,161,982 
March 1,1885, to March 1,1889------------------- 341,448,449 
March 1,1889, to March 1, 1893------------------ 259,071,960 

Total reduction ·in twenty-eight years _______ 1, 903;9G1, 167 
Average annual reduction----------- -------------- 68,000, 00() 
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INCREASE OF INTEREST-BEARING DEBT. 

March 1, 1893, to March 1, 1896-------------------- $262,602,245 
Average annual increase_~ _____________________ --.- 87, 534, 081 

In 1892, after the census statistics of 1890 had exhibited the l!l·og­
ress of the United States between 1880 and 1890, Mr. Mulnall, 
the celebrated English statistician, in his work entitled The Bal­
ance Sheet of the World, stated in a single paragraph his conclu­
sions as to the wonderful prosperity of this country. This was 
just before the election of 1892,_ an election that decreed that t~e 
Democratic party should be given the complete control of th1s 
country. Let me read what Mr. Mulhall said: 

It would be impossible­
Said he-

to find in history a parallel to the progress of the United States in the last 
ten years. 

[Prolonged applause on the Republican side.] 
Every day that the sun rises upon the American people­
He added-

it sees the addition of twoa.nd one-half millions of dollars to the accumulation 
of wealth in the Republic, whkh is one-third of the daily accumulation of 
all mankind outside of the United States. 

r Applause on the Republican side.] 
~or thirty years this unparalleled prosperity in this land unqer 

Republican ru1e and a protective policy had been going on, and in 
the ten years from 1880 to 1890, according to 1\ir. Mulhall, this 
prospedty had reached a magnitude unparalleled in the history of 
the world. 

And yet there are those who are trying to make the people be­
lieve that some legislation respecting the unliinited coinage of 
silverin 1873-legislation which operated from 1879 to 1892, during 
this period of unparalleled prosperity, precisely as it has since 
1892-is the cause of the woes of the past three years. But the 
people will not be deluded by such transparent deception. 

:M:r. Speaker, there need not be any doubt as to what caused the 
sudden change from this great prosperity which had continued 
for so many years up to the close of 1892 and that deep adversity 
into which the country has been plunged since the beginning of 
1893. The elections of 1892 decreed the advent of the Democratic 
party to power, with the anticipated revolutionary change in the 
tariff policy. When it became known that that change would take 
place, the tariff of 1890, which had given us up to that time abun­
dant revenue, began to yield less, because of the fact that business 
men began to anticipate the revolution that was to come and to 
Drepare for it. The distinguished Senator from Missouri [Mr. 
VEsT] in 1894 said in the Senate that of course every business 
man in the country began at the opening of 18!)3 to prepa1·e for 
the economic change that was coming. Mills began to restrict 
their output and jobbers their orders, and workingmen were dis­
charged il;t January and February, 1893. Why? Because the 
elections had decreed a revolutionary change in our economic sys­
tem that ba-de business men prepare for the new basis of compe­
tition created by reduced duties on foreign competing goods. So 
from that time the revenue under the tariff, that had been pre­
viously abundant, began to decline, for revenue always rises and 
falls with business conditions. Revenue under the tariff of 18£10 
that would have been abundant if it had been understood that 
the protective economic system was to continue, began to decline. 
The impending change began to bear its fruits at once. 

Early in the autumn of 1892, when it was supposed that there 
would be no change in our protective system, Secretary of the 
Treasury Foster, in making his estimates, said that the revenue 
for the fiscal year 1894, under the tariff then in force, judging 
from the fact that there had been a continuous increase of reve­
nue up to that time under the tariff of 1890, would be sufficient to 
meet all expenditures and leave $20,000,000 of surplus. In the 
latter part of January, 1893, just before the present Democratic 
Administration came in, Secretary Foster came by request before 
the Committee on Ways and Means and stated at that time that 
in view of the threatened change in our economic system he must 
revise his estimate of the early autumn of 1892; and t,hat was when 
he said that $50,000,000 more would be necessary, after it bad 
been voted to place the Democratic party in complete power. 
[Applause on the Republican side.] 

And yet the gentleman from Missouri is quoting the statement 
of Secretary Foster in the winte1· of 1893, in correction of his esti­
mate made in the autumn of 1892, as if he had asked for an increase 
of revenue before it was definitely known that the Democratic 
party had secured all branches of the Government instead of after. 
He made this change in his estimates because of the result of that 
election and because of his belief that the advent of the Democratic 
party to full power with its announced policy of overthrowing 
protection would impair industries and business and result in a 
falling off of revenue. 

And Secretary Foster was right. In the early part of 1893, as I 
have said, in anticipation of the overthrow of the economic sys­
tem of protection, the transfer of industries to Europe, and the 

near advent of a lower wage basis of competition, mills began to 
reduce then: output, employees were discha1·ged, wages in many 
cases were reduced, and the demand for goods began to diminish m 
consequence of the diminished purchasing power of the people. 
And that is what has been going on ever since that time. What 
is the trouble in this country? The trouble is that under this new 
economic system, demanding an adjustment of our industries to 
a lower wage basis-for wa.ges have been necessarily reduced in 
consequence of this new adjustment-we have had diminished 
consumption, and diminished consumption has made gorged mar· 
kets and diminished. prices, as it always does. You would sup· 
pose that the consumption of wheat would be substantially the 
same from year to year per head, yet we find that eve~ the con· 
sumption of wheat in the United States last year was 25 per cent 
less per head. than in 1892. Why was tha,t? Because of the dimin· 
ishec.l purchasing power of the people, and that was caused by 
the fact that this first anticipated and then partially realized 
revolution in the tariff act of 1894 resulted not only in diminished 
opportunities for labor and reduced wages, but caused at the 
same time an increase of importation of goods which we had form· 
erly made ourselves. This has been going on during the past 
three years, and the end is not yet. 

In 1892, for example, we imported only $36,000,000 of woolen 
goods, from which the Treasury received $34,000,000 revenue. 
Under the new tariff, in the calendar year 1895, we imported 
nearly $60,000,000 of woolen goods (notwithstanding our people 
were using less of such goods in 1895 than in 1892), from which 
we received a revenue of only $27,000,000. From wool and woolens 
together we obtained a revenue of nearly $44,000,000 in 1892, 
while we received only $27,000,000 from both in 1895. Thus we 
lost 817,000,000 in revenue from these two articles, and at the 
same time the manufacture of $30,000,000 of woolen goods was 
tmnsferred to Em·ope, and thousands of American workingmen 
deprived of employment. 

And the distrust caused by this paralysis of our industries and 
business, and the conversion of a surplus into a deficiency, has 
not only affected the resources and credit of the GoYernment, but 
also every department of trade. It caused a falling off in the rev­
enue, and the falling off in the revenue produced a deficiency 
and increased the distrust which economic paralysis had at first 
produced, and that distrust has gone on strengthening all the 
time. And the agitation for 16 to 1 free silver (which means a 
depreciation of the currency) has greatly aided in making the dis­
trust chronic. The inevitable result was a run upon our coin­
redemption fund, which has been increased and been made chronic 
by the failure of the Treasury to promptly replenish tile reserve 
in April, 1893, and the use of the redeemed greenba{}ks to meet 
current expenses because of a failure of revenue. 

From 1879 to 1893, with a surplus of revenues to replenish the 
gold reserve, with the coin-redemption fund perfectly maintained, 
and the knowledge that the Treasury had the power to borrow to 
maintain this fund in an exigency, with industries flourishing 
and everyone at work, confidence reigned supreme, and during 
the fourteen years from 1879 to 1893 less than forty millions of 
United States legal-tender demand notes-less than three and one­
half millions per annum-were presented for redemption, while 
since the beginning of 1893 over three hundred and seventy mil· 
lions of greenbacks have been presented for redemption. Confi­
dence was maintained during all that period from 1879 to 1893, 
and so long as this confidence existed greenba.cks were preferred 
to gold. 

Thus from the breaking down of our industries, because of first 
the anticipated and then the partially realized overthrow of om· 
protective policy, there came all throughout this country a paraly­
sis of business, a lack of revenue, a run upon our coin-redemp­
tion fund, and then from lack of revenue the necessity of using 
the redeemed greenbacks tD meet the deficiency: aud the moment 
that the redeemed greenbacks were used for that purpose they 
were placed in a position to be immediately returned for another 
redemption, making the endless chain of which Secreta1·y Carlisle 
complains, but which the Administration declines to break by 
aiding in secm·ing sufficient revenue to make it unnecessary to 
use the redeemed greenbacks to meet a deficiency. 

Mr. SAYERS. Does not the law require that just as soon as 
a greenback is redeemed it shall be reissued? 

Mr. DINGLEY. It does not. The law prohibits the cancella­
tion and retirement of the greenback, but how long the green­
back:s may be held in the Treasury is a matter left to the discre­
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury; and all through these 
years, from 1878 to 1896, there has not been a year but what there 
have been constantly in the Treasury of the United States from 
$30,000.000 to $100,000,000 of greenbacks, notwithstanding the law 
of 1878. 

:Mr. SAYERS. Will my friend allow me? Because I am asking 
him a question in good. faith. 

l\fr. DINGLEY. Certainly. 
Mr. SAYERS. Was it not the spirit of the law to require the 
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reissuance of the greenbacks when presented for redemption? 
Was not the spirit of that law that the greenbacks should imme­
diately go back to the country? 

Mr. DINGLEY. They did not from 1878. 
Mr. SAYERS. I am not asking what they did. 
1\!r. DINGLEY. It was not the spirit of the law, either. The 

law of 1878 prohibited the retirement and cancellation of the 
greenbacks-nothing more. 

Mr. MARSH. At the time that law was passed the Treasury 
Department, under the operation of the law, was burning the 
green backs. 

Mr. DINGLEY. They were redeemed and canceled as they 
came into the Treasury from 1875 to 1878--

Mr. MARSH. That law was passed for the purpose of pre­
venting the Treasury from burning and destroying the green­
backs. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Certainly, and for no other purpose; and it 
has never been construed by any Secretary of the Treasury as a 
prohibition of a temporary holding of greenbacks in the Treasury. 

I want to say, in reference to what has already been said, that 
this distrust in the country will never be stopped until the reve­
nue shall be more than the expenditures and all doubts as to the 
stability of our currency removed. [Loud applause on the Re­
publican side.] 

There are two sources from which the coin redemption fund 
can be replenished under the resumption act of 1875. It may be 
replenished from the surplus revenue; and from 1879 to 1893, un­
der Republican management, the surplus revenue was sufficient to 
keep up the coin redemption fund without ~ssuing a single bond, 
and pay off a large portion of the public debt [loud applause on 
the Republican side], and that is the condition to which we pro­
pose to return if the people give us a Republican Senate and Pres­
ident to cooperate with a Republican House. [Renewedapplause.] 

Let me repeat: The remedy is to furnish revenue enough to meet 
every dollar of the cun-ent expenditures and leave a surplus to be 
added for the use of the coin redemption fund, as a first step; an 
emphatic verdict of the people against the efforts to degrade our 
currency; and then, in view of the fact that the present distrust has 
become chronic, such further measures as will make our currency 
system responsive to the demands of business. We complain, Mr. 
Speaker, that as soon as it became known that the tariff act of 
1894 would not produce revenue enough, a year and a half ago, 
with the Democratic party in control of both Houses of Congress 
and having the President, they have been continually singing the 
song, "Revenue enough, or will be next week," and refusing to 
increase the revenue to meet the current expenses of the Govern­
ment: So when we came here last December, with a Republican 
House and a Democratic and Populist Senate, what confronted 
us? The fact that up to the 1st of January last there had been a 
deficiency of revenue amounting to nearly $130,000,000. 

Now, what was our duty in these premises? What did we have 
to face? To be sure we could not proceed-in view of the fact 
that there was a Democratic and Populistic Senate and a Demo­
cratic President-to revise the tariff on our lines, because we 
knew it would do no good, it would be a loss of time, and that 
while valuable time was being lost there would continue to be 
an increase in the deficiency. 

When the Spea.ker of the House, at the beginning of the session 
of Congress, spoke of the fact that we should not be able to revise 
the tariff on our lines, he spoke what everyone knew was true in 
the matter. But he did not intend-neither did any of his friends 
understand that he did-to have it inferred that it was not our duty 
to take hold of the matter and endeavor to provide more revenue; 
and while there was no possibility of passing a general tariff bill, 
it was our duty to offer revenue for the purpose of meeting this 
deficiency. Hence, what did we do? Within five days after the 
committees of this House were organized we passed through the 
House, not a bill framed on Republican protective lines, but a 
bill to continue only two years and a half, so modified that every 
patriot who wanted to serve his country and furnish forty mil­
lions of revenue and stop this deficiency and distrust in the coun­
try could support it. [Loud applause on the Republican side.] 

Mr. GROUT. And every Democrat voted against it. 
Mr. DINGLEY. We supposed we should have the support of 

all patriots and not a following of party lines; but we saw every 
Democrat and every Populist in this House vote against that bill, 
thus practically saying they would not have more revenue. That 
bill was sent to the Senate; and what was done with it by a com­
bination of Democrats and Populists having a majority of 1 in 
that body? Having 1 majority of the Senate entirely outside of 
any other members of that body, they deliberately voted not 
even to consider that revenue bill, and up to this hour it has not 
been taken up, either to act on the proposition of the House or to 
propose something in the nature of a substitute that would fur­
nish revenue. Nota thing has been done with it. Every Demo­
crat and every Populist in .this House and in the Senate has been 
opposing every step that could be taken in that direction. · 

Mr. SAYERS. Does the gentleman call the Senators from Mon-
tana Ponulists? · 

Ml·. DINGLEY. I say, without any reference to the five so­
called silver Republicans, who abandoned their party on that 
question and cooperated with the opposition, that the Democrats 
and Populists, known distinctly as such, had control of the Senate 
by a majority of 1. Gentlemen on the other side understand 
that very well, and they must not endeavor to shirk their respon­
sibility by seeking to put some of it on the shoulders of other 
persons. The responsibility belongs with them, and they will 
have to take it before the people of this country. [Applause on 
the Republican side.] . 

What was said on the other side? Gentlemen told us that ''next 
week" or "next month" we should have revenue enough; but, iu 
fact, there has been a deficiency of $10,000,000 in current expenses 
since the 1st of January last, and a further deficiency of $11,000,000 
caused by the necessary payment of maturing Pacific Railroad 
bonds: making a deficiency of $21,000,000 since the House passed 
a bill offering $40,000,000 increase of revenue to stop this deficiency. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. To that must be added $6,000,000 
for the sugar bounties. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Yes; and the deficiency is still going on; and 
our complaint is that they have persisted in refusing to raise more 
revenue, and thus made necessary the issuance of so many bonds. 
That is . the complaint against them, that their policy has pro­
duced the conditions which have brought about this situation, 
and they refuse to correct those conditions. In the absence of 
revenue there is nothing to do, unless the Government is to be 
stopped, but to use the greenbacks redeemed by the proceeds of 
bond sales to pay so much of the expenditures of the Government 
as are not met by revenue, and thus place these redeemed green­
backs in a position to be presented again for redemption. But · 
those who refuse to provide revenue are responsible for maintain­
ing conditions that make such use necessary. And the majority 
of the Senate sent to the House a substitute bill proposing to allow 
private owners of silver to take their silver in unlimited quanti­
ties to our mints and have each 50 cents' worth of that silver coined 
into a standard dollar and returned to such private owners-a 
measure of great temporary profit to the private holders of silver, 
and in the end one which would inevitably drive out gold and 
leave us nothing but silver as metallic money, and would place 
this counb·y on the silver basis of Mexico. 

The decided vote by which the House refused to concur in this 
Senate proposition to debase our currency-only 90 members (58 
Democrats, 7 Populists, and 25 Republicans) favoring, while 183 
Republicans and 32 Democrats opposed it-affords a most in­
structive object lesson to the people of this country, which will 
not he lost sight of in the campaign before us. 

Mr. Speaker, I need not point out other important and benefi­
cial measures which the House has passed and sent to the Senate­
such as the bill requiring that in the future immigrants coming 
here to become a part of our body politic shall be able to read and 
write their own language; the bankruptcy bill; the bill abolish­
ing the fee system in paying United States district attorneys and 
United States marshals; the "filled cheese" bill, so called, to 
protect the dairy interests of the country; the bill to amend the 
administrative customs laws so as to prevent, so far as possible, 
undervaluations; the bill to establish a labor commission to inves­
tigate labor questions, etc.; and other bills of importance; but 
the Senate took up and passed only two of these bills. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Missouri has endeavored to 
give the impression that the appropriations of this Congress ex­
ceed those of other Congresses, particularly those of recent years; 
but there is not the slightest foundation for this representation. 
The total appropriations made by this Congress, including the 
permanent appropriations, will reach not far from 8515,000,000. 
But it should be borne in mind that nearly $15,000,000 of this is 
simply the increased interest arising from the issue of $262,000,000 
of bonds by the present Democratic Administration and the in­
crease of estimate for sinking fund due to the issue of these bonds. 
This leaves the appropriations at the first session of the Fifty­
fourth Congress, compared on the basis of former appropriations, 

-about $500,000,000i and this is substantially the appropriations 
heretofore. 

It should be borne in mind that this appropriation includes an 
estimate of about $50,000,000 for the sinking fund, which is simply 
an estimate for a reduction of the interest-bearing debt, and not 
an item of current expenditure. This leaves the aggregate appro­
priations for carrying on the Government about $4-50 ,000,000, 
which includes the postal expenditures, more than $80,000,000 of 
which will be paid by postal revenue, leaving the annual appro­
priations for carrying on the Government about $370,000,000 to 
be paid by taxation, which is the average for several years. In­
deed, the appropriations always exceed the actual expenditures, 
because of the fact that balances frequently are left after com­
pleting theworkappropriated for, which are subsequentlycovered 
into the Treasury. 
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The statement of the annual expenditures of the Government 

·paid by various imposts and duties since 1890 is as follows: 

Fiscal year. 

1890------------------------ ···- --------.-----------
1891 -------------------------------------- ----------
1892 ------------------------------------- ----·- -----
1893 --.--- ------------------------------------------

Receipts. 

$W3, 080, 982 
392, 612, 447 
354,937,784, 
385, 819, 628 

Expendi­
tures. 

$297, 735, 4.86 
355, 372, 685 
34,5, 023, 330 
383, 477, 954: 

1, 536, 450, 841 1, 381, 609, 455 

Surplus under four years of Harrison, $154,841,386. 

Fiscal year. Receipts. Expendi­
tures. 

1894 ------------------------------------------------ $297,722,019 $367,525,279 
1895-- ··-- ---------------- -------------------------- 313,390,075 356,195, 29S 

1-----------1----------
611,112,094 723,720,577 

Deficiency under two years of Cleveland, $112,608,483. 

I desire to ~11 attention to the fact that the­
Cash in the Treasury March 1, 1893, when the pres-

ent Administration came into power, was. ________ $124, 128, 087 
Cash borrowed by sale of bonds ___________ _.________ 293,454,272 

Total cash received to June 1, 1896____________ 417,582,359 
Cash in Treasury June 1, 1896·-------~------------- 267,193,210 

Expenditures since March 1, 1893, in excess 
ofreceipts--------------------------------- 150,389,149 

Mr. Speaker, it is such a showing as this in time of peace that 
can not be justified--a deficiency of $150,389,149 in three years 
in time of peace, and that deficiency met by borrowing money 
instead of by increasing the revenue. 

The interest-bearing debt has been increased about $262,000,000 
and the annual interest over $11,500,000 in time of peace. 

And gentlemen now excuse themselves from raising revenue 
because we have $167,000,000 in the Treasury outside of the coin 
redemption fund, which ought to consist of redeemed United 
States notes, and which, if used in meeting deficiencies, will be 
presented for a second redemption in coin, necessitating an addi­
tional issue of bonds to obtain means for such redemption. 

Mr. Speaker, recognizing the absolute necessity of maintaining 
the redemption fund, in order to prevent the depreciation of the 
greenback notes issued by the Government as currency, as pro­
vided by the resumption act of 1875--a measure which in 1879 
placed the country on a sound specie basis--and knowing that the 
authority to issue bonds provided by that act is vital to the main­
tenance of this resumption fund and business confidence, this 
Republican House sent to the Senate in December last another 
bill, which reduced the rate of interest and length of term on such 
bonds, and which provided that when issued and sold they should 
be made a popular loan and be offered first to the American peo­
ple instead of being sold to syndicates. [Applause on the Repub­
lican side.] 

We went further than this and providecl that the proceeds of 
such bonds should be devoted exclusively to redemption purposes. 
And then, to make it unnecessary and impossible to use the re­
deemed greenbacks to meet a deficiency, and thus make it neces­
sary to issue bonds in order to again redeem the greenbacks thus 
used, our bill authorized the issue of currency certificates of in­
debtedness to meet any temporary deficiencies. 

We sent that measuretotheSenate, and the majority of the Sen­
ate refused to concur in a single one of these propositions, thus 
practically sharing in the responsibility of the Executive for the 
continuation of all these practices of which we and the country 
complain. 

In the face of such a constant deficiency of revenue for three 
years, in the face of the encroachments on the redemption fund, 
and the distrust caused by the paralysis of business, the people of 
the United States determined at the elections of 1894 that they 
had had enough of it, and elected this Republican House. 

The people of this country know a great deal more now than 
they did in November, 1892. [Applause.] 

:Mr. GROUT. They have found out the Democratic party. 
Mr. DINGLEY. We have had a kindergarten on a largescale. 

[Laughter.] The tuition came high, but no people ever learned 
so much in so short a time. [Applause.) 

I am aware that here in this Honse, with our large Republican 
majority, elected in 1894:, we have been powerless to place legis­
lation on the statute book, because of a Democratic and Popu­
listic Senate and a Democratic President. But I warn you, 
gentlemen of the Democratic party, notwithstanding the attempt 
to divert attention from the real difficulties in this country-! 

warn you that in November next the people will complete the 
work which they set out to accomplish in 1894; and they will give 
us a Senate and a Pre~ident that will cooperate with a Republican 
House. [Applause.] Then we shall reestablish that policy of pro­
tection tO American industries which for thirty years (four years 
of which were in the midst of a most destructive war) gave the 
United States such prosperity and elevated the wages of the 
people of this country as was never before known in the history 
of any country in the world. [Loud applause.] 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move that the House adjourn. 
Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, many gentlemen desire that I 

shall yield them time on this subject--
Mr. RICHARDSON. Unless we can have a vote on this con 

ference report, I insist on my motion to adjourn. 
Mr. GROUT. I move the previous question upon agreeing to 

the report. 
Mr. WILLIS. I rise to a question of. personal privilege. :r: 

want to correct a mistake that has been made--
The SPEAKER. That is not a question of personal privilege 

except under very peculiar circumstances. [Laughter.] 
Mr. RICHARDSON. If we can have a vote on the c.onference 

report I withdraw the motion to adjourn. 
The SPEAKER. The motion to adjourn is withdrawn. The 

.gentleman from Vermont calls for the previous question on 
agreeing to the conference report. 

The previous question was ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the conference report was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. GROUT, a motion to reconsider the last vote­
was laid on the table. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed the bill (S. 2984) in relation 
to contempts of court; in which the concurrence of the House 
was requested. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed with. 
amendment the following resolution; in which the concurrence of· 
the House was requested: 

Resolved by the House of Rep1·esentatives (the Senate concurring), That the­
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives be 
authorized to close the present session by adjourning their respective Houses 
on Monday, the 18th day of May, at 2 o'clock p. m. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed without 
amendment joint resolution (H. Res. 201) extending the time of 
payments due from settlers and purchasers on all ceded Indian. 
reservations. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message in writing from the President of the United StateSt 
was communicated to the House by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his sec­
retaries, who also announced that the President had approved and 
signed bills of the following titles: 

On June 9, 1896: 
An act (H. R. 6614) making appropriations for the services of 

the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1897; 

An act (H. R. 956) for the relief of Sophia Sparks and Julia C 
Sparks, of Annapolis, Md.; 

An act (H. R. 1826) granting a pension to Henry Prince; 
An act (H. R. 6603) to pension the minor children of Patrick F. 

Reynolds; 
An act (H. R. 6826) granting a pension to Rhoda. Augusta, 

Thompson, daughter of the late Thaddeus Thompson, n private­
in the Revolutionary war; and 
. Joint resolution (H. Res.195) to pay the officers and employees­

of the Senate and House of Representatives on the day following: 
adjournment. 

On June 10, 1896: 
An act (H. R. 8383) to establish a site for the erection of a peni­

tentiary on the military reservation at Fort Leavenworth, Kans.,. 
and for other purposes; 

An act (H. R. 9253) to amend an act approved August 19, 1890,. 
entitled "An act to adopt regulations for preventing collisions at 
sea"; 

An act (H. R. 2) disposing of two condemned cannon; 
An act (H. R. 6249) making appropriations for cun·ent and con­

tingent expenses of the Indian Department and fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with various Indian tribes for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1897, and for other purposes; 

An act (H. R. 7542) making appropriations for the naval service 
for the fiscal year ending J nne 30, 1897, and for other purposes; 
and 

An act (H. R. 2947) increasing the pension of Daniel D. Jen-· 
nings, late of Company C, Sixty-fifth Ohio Volunteers. 

NoTE.-The following bills having been presented to the Presi­
dent on May 27, 1896, and not having been returned by him to th& 
House of Congress in which they originated within the tim& 
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prescribed by the Constitution, have become laws without hiB 
approval: 

An act (H. R. 5711) granting a pension to Richard P. Pilkington; 
An act (H. R. 8184) granting a pension to Jesse McMillan; 
An act (H. R. 4910) granting a pension to Cyrus Thomas; 
An act (H. R. 138) granting an increase of pension to Mary E. 

Hazltp; and 
An act (H. R. 4753) granting an increase of pension to Lambert 

L. Mulford. 
FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. CANNON. Let us now dispose of the resolution with ref­
erence to final adjournment. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following resolution 
of the House, returned from the Senate with an amendment: 

R esolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concu1-ring), That the 
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives be 
authorized to close the present se ion by adjourning their respective Houses 
on Monday, the 18th day of May, a.t 2 o'clock p . m . 

The amendment of the Senate was read, as follows: 
In lines 5 and 6, strike out "Monday, thelSthdn.yof Ma.y1 a.t2 o'clock p.m." 

and insert" Thursday, the 11th of June, at 4 o'clock p. m.' 
Mr. DINGLEY. I move that the House concur in the Senate 

amendment, and on that I move the previous question. 
Mr. WHEELER. Will the gentleman allow me­
Mr. DINGLEY. It is now so late~-
Mr. WHEELER. This is a most important resolution coming 

from the Committee on Ways and Means, and there ought to be 
a few minutes given to the minority fo1' debate. [Cries of •' Vote!" 
"Vote! "] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will submit the question on the 
...demand of the gentleman from Maine for the previous question. 

Mr. WHEELER. Mr Speaker, this is a motion to adjourn the 
House to-morrow at 4 o'clock, and I think the motion is one that 
certainly ought to have some consideration at the hands of the 
minority. We ought to have some few moments for debate on 
this question-the minority of the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. CANNON. But the gentleman has unlimited leave to 
print now. 

Mr. WHEELER. I know that, but I ask just five minut.es on 
the part of the minority to discuss this question. _ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to be perfectly fair with 
the gentleman from Alabama, but this ia a matter for the House 
to decide. 

Mr. WHEELER. I understand that, 1\-Ir. Speaker; but if the 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means would grant a 
few minutes' debate for me, I am sure that the House will yield 
its consent. Th:i;l is the first time in the history of Congress that 
this resolution has been pr.esented and acted upon without any 
discussion. • 

Mr. DINGLEY. But the gentleman ha.s leave to print now. 
Mr. WHEELER. I want five minutes to speak on this ques­

tion. I only ask five minutes. 
Mr. DINGLEY. Well, I will yield to the gentleman for five 

minutes. · 
Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Speaker, on the 6th day of last month, 

just five weeks ago to-day, the distinguished chairman of the Com­
mittee on Ways and Means p1·esented a resolution to the House 
fixing May 18 as the day for final adjournment. 

I opposed the resolution with all the power I possessed, insist­
ing that we should enact legislation to relieve the people from the 
distress which prevails throughout the rural portions of our land, 
or, rather, that we should repeal laws which all will concede are 
largely the cause of the present unfortunate condition of our 
country. 

• UNIVERSAL DEMAND FOR SILVER LEGISLATION. 

During these few weeks the wishes and demands of the people 
of the United States have been expressed with a force and earn­
estness very seldom manifested. The people have become con­
vinced that the legislation by Congress which confines the money 
of ultimate redemption to one metal has enabled a few to so con­
trol the gold of the United States a.s to paralyze industries, de­
press the value of farm products, cause stagnation in legitimate 
business, and rapidly divide the people into a few millionaires 
and multimillionaires on the one side, the sti·uggling masses of 
the people on the other. 

In more than three-fourths of the States the people .in conven­
tion assembled have in the most emphatic and decided manner 
denounced the single gold standard as destructive to the best 
interests of the country and absolutely ruinous to the farmers or 
producing classes. 

In the debate which has taken place this afternoon prominent 
Republicans have sought to excuse their neglect to legislate for 
the people by minimizing the achievements of the Democratic 
party in the last House in relieving the people of the burdens 
which were imposed on them by what was called the war legisla­
tion. These burdens were imposed when the Republican party 
had full control of all branches of the Government. 

THE DEMOCRATS 0:11' TIIE LAST CONGRESS LEGISLATED FOR THE PEOPLE. 

The last Congress wa.s the first in thirty-five years in which the 
Democratic party had the President and both Houses of Congress. 
It is tt·ue we did not accomplish all that we desired, nor all that 
we attempted, but I have in my mind some laws that we enacted 
which have met the approval of all right-thinking people. 

1. We repealed the Federal election laws, which will forever 
prevent any intel'ference in elections by Federal officials. 

2. We enacted a law providing for taxing greenback and national­
bank money. 

3. The House passed the voluntary bankrupt act. 
4. We passed a beneficent law restricting and placing safeguards 

upon immigration. 
5. The House passed a law to amend the Constitution, so that 

Senators might be elected by the people. 
6. We passed a law reclaiming 48,000,000 acres of land, worth 

$1,000,000,000, then illegally held by corporations. 
7. We enacted a law admitting Utah tothesisterhoodof States. 
8. The House passed a law admitting New Mexico and Arizona. 
9. We enacted a law extending mail facilities, reducing postal 

expenditures, and reducing postage upon periodical publications. 
10. We enacted laws which removed all tax from the following 

articles used by farmers, by placing them on the fwe list, viz: 
Agricultural implements. 
Iron cotton ties. 
Bagging for cotton. 
Bags for grain. 
Salt. 
Many agricultural seeds. 
Cotton gins . 
Binding twine. 
11. We also enacted laws which have reduced the tax on nearly 

everything bought by farmers from one-half to one-fifth the tax 
which was imposed by Republicans. 

12. We enacted a law reorganizing the Departments by which 
we were enabled to abolish thousands of offices, so as to reduce 
the expenses of the Government many million dollars. 

13. We enaded a lawto place a tax upon incomes which would 
require the people of wealth to pay their part of the burdens of 
government, and all this legislation will remove hardships and 
lift burdens from men who work. 

14. In fine, the general provisions of the. tariff law which we en­
acted were such as to accomplish much toward breaking down 
monopolies and trusts, and is opening foreign markets to the prod­
ucts of American labor. Only last March the London Iron and 
Trade Review announced the arrival of Alabama pig iron in that 
market, and said: · 

England is threatened with an invasion of America.n_pi~ iron. This is one 
of the most serious blows to the supremacy of Great Bntain as a manufac­
turing nation. 

And about the same time the Cleveland World, published by 
that eminent protectionist, Mr. Robert P. Porter, announced that 
an immense order for iron cotton ties for cotton had been received 
by the iron mills of Youngstown, Ohio. The pape1· said: 

The order is from Bombay, India. An immense amount of cotton ties have 
already been shipped, but this will form but a. small part of the order. 

This is a part of the work done by a Democratic Congress, but 
we enacted much other beneficent legislation which I can not 
recall at this moment. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Alabama should confine 
himself to the question before the House, which is whether the 
House and Senate shall adjourn at 4 o'clock to-morrow. [Laugh­
ter.l 

:Mr. WHEELER. Yes, Mr. Speaker, that is the question we are 
now considering, and I hope that my statements of what the 
Democratic House did during the last session will induce our Re­
publican friends to vote against adjom·nment and proceed to en­
act laws which have been introduced and are now pending, which 
if enacted would restore the country to prosperity. I want to ask 
in all seriousness, if you adjourn with your present record, how 
will you go before the country in November--

A MEMBER. Give it up. [Laughter.] 
Mr. WHEELER (continuing). The Republican party will 

have to give it up unless they pass at least one law for the reli&f 
of the people. On what will they base their claims for further 
support? I appeal to them to stay here and enact laws, which 
they can enact, to help the producing classes of this country. 
What have they done? 

Mr. OGDEN. They passed the filled-cheese bill. [Laughter.J 
Mr. TALBERT. And they stopped prize fighting in the Tern­

tories. fRenewed laughter.] 
Mr. WliEELER. Yes, they passed the filled-cheese bill, which 

is an unconstitutional exercise of the taxing power, and they 
wasted several days in talking about the proposed prize fight 
between Corbett and Fitzsimmons. 

You will also remember that they turned away from their duty 
and spent several days in making speeches condemnatory of Mr. 
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Bayard, because he made a speech against the Republican policy 
of prohibitory protection; and then this immense Republican ma­
jority proceeded to cast a vote of censure against the American 
ambassador, Mr. Bayard. [Laughter and applause.] And every 
sensible, educated man in the world has cast a vote of censure in 
his own mind against those who inaugurated this proceeding. 
This is the record which you have made and upon which yon are 
to ask for votes in November. [Applause.] 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman from Alabama has 
expired. rLaughter.] 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question. 
The previous question was ordered. 
The amendment of the Senate was concurred in. 

E.."l"ROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills and joint 
resolutions of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the 
same: 

A bill (S. 2928) to extend the routes of the Eclrington and 
Soldiers' Home Railway Company and of the Belt Railway Com­
pany of the District of Columbia, and for other purposes; 

A bill (S. 2859) changing the time for holding circuit court of 
the United States at Hartford, in the district of Connecticut; 

A bill (S. 2978) to provide an Ame1'ican register for the steamer 
Menemsha; 

A bill (H. R. 9253) to amend an act approved August 19, 1890, 
entitled "An act to adopt regulations for preventing collisions at 
sea"; 

A bill (S. 1306) to authorize and encourage the holding Df a 
transmississippi and international exposition at the city of Omaha, 
in the State of Nebraska, in the year 1898; 

A bill (S. 2412) to make the city of Santa Barbara, county of 
Santa Barbara, State of California, a subport of entry; 

A bill (H. R. 180) to make the city of Erie, Pa., a port of im­
mediate transportation; 

A bill (S. 1767) to provide subports of entry and delivery in the 
State of Florida; 

A bill (S. 3206) to grant a right of way through the new Fort 
Bliss Military Reservation iio the El Paso and Northeastern Rail­
road Company; 

Joint resolution (S. R. 161) authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to place a bronze tablet or inscription on the Govern­
ment building erected in Detroit, Mich.; 

A bill (S. 768) for the relief of James A. Moore; 
A bill (S. 2783) to establish a life-saving sta,tion on the coast of 

New Hampshire or Massachusetts, between the Hampton and 
Merrimac t·ivers; 

Joint resolution (S. R. 27) granting permission for the erection 
of a monument in Washington, D. 0., for the ornamentation of 
the national capital and in honor of Samuel Hahnemann; 

A bill (S. 2490) to authorize the Secretary of War to improve 
and maintain the public roads within the limits of the national 
park at Gettysburg, Pa.; 

Joint resolution (S. R. 138) for the relief of James P. Veach; 
A bill (S. 3170) to authorize the Butler and Pittsburg Railroad 

Company to construct and maintain a bridge across the Allegheny 
River; 

A bill (S. 2943) to authorize the construction of a bridge across 
the Warrior River by the :Mobile and Ohio Railroad Company; 

A bill (S. 261) for the relief of Arthur P. Selby; 
A bill (S. 2945) to authorize. the construction of a bridge across 

the Alabama River by the Mobile and Ohio Railroad Company; 
Joint resolution (S. R. 149) extending the benefits of sections 

1426 and 1573 of the Revised Statutes to all enlisted persons of the 
Navy; 

A bill (S. 1011) for the relief of Capt. James Reagan, United 
States Army; 

A bill (S. 2944) to authorize the construction of a bridge across 
the Cahaba River, in Bibb County, Ala., by the Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad Company; 

A bill (H. R. 9409) making appropriations to supply deficiencies 
in the appropriations for expenses of the House of Representatives, 
and for other purposes, fOl' the fiscal year 1896; 

A bill (H. R. 7338) for the relief of William H. Scofield, Jacob 
Brady, James Ketcham Annie Booth, as administratrix of the 
goods, chattels, and credits of George W. Booth, deceased; Wil­
son P. Billar, Ezra L. Waterhouse,1r1oses C. Bell, George W. Byles, 
and George A. Scofield; 

A bill (H. R. 9226) to change the time and places for the dis­
trict and circuit courts of the northern district of Texas; and 

A bill (S. 1853) for the relief of Edward Rice. 
SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following Senate bills and 
resolutions w-ere taken from the Speaker's table and referred by 
the Speaker as follows: 

A bill (S. 2984) in relation to contempts of court-to the Com­
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill (S. 2555) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue leases of certain islands in Alaska for the breeding of foxes­
to the Committee on the Territories. 

A bill (S. 3058) to increase the pay of letter carriers-to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Concurrent resolution-
Resolved bythe Senate (the House of P.epresentatives concurring), That there 

be printed 5,000 copies of Senate Miscellaneous Document No.274,Fifty-third 
Congress, second session, Proceedings of the Berlin Silver Commission of 
1894, with ind~, 3,000 to be for the use of the House of Representatives and 
2,000 for the use of the Senate-

To the Committee on Printing. 
Concurrent resolution-

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That there 
be printed and bound 60/lOO extra copies of the report of the joint Committee 
on the Dedication of tne Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Park; 
18,000 copies shall be for the use of the Honse of Representatives, 6,000 copies 
for the Senate, 1,000 copies for the Nationai Park Commission to snplil_y the 
twenty-eight State commissions, and 500 copies for the Secretary of War to 
~~~fJKtr~:_!overnors of the States, and 100 copies for each speaker at the 

To the Committee on Printing. 
A bill tS. 525) for the relief of Thomas Guinean, of Oregon-to 

the Committee on Claims. 
A bill (S. 205) for the relief of Rinaldo P. Smith, of Baltimore, 

Md.-to the Committee on Claims. 
A bill (S. 2054) to incorpot·ate the East Washington Heights 

Traction Railway Company of the District of Columbia-to the 
CDmmittee on the Distdct of Columbia. 

A bill (S. 2840) to incorporate the East Washington Heights 
Traction Railway Company of the District of Columbia-to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that at half past 9 
the important bills will be ready to be signed. The Chair thinks 
that, after laying before the Honse a message from the P1·esident 
of the United States, the House should take a recess until half 
past 9 o'clock this evening, in order that the em·olled bills may be 
signed. 

VETO MESSAGE-FORT OMAHA MILITARY RESERVATION. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following message 
from the President of the United States: 
To the House of Representatives: 

I herewith return without my approval House bill numbered 225, entitled 
~"tl.teag~ ~~.g;~~~~,for the lease of Fort Omaha Military Reservation to the 

This bill authorizes and directs the Secretary of War, when Fort Crook, 
near tho city of Omaha, is ready for occupancy_,_ to lease for a nominal rent 
to the State of Nebraska the J?OSsession of Fort vmaha Military Reser~ation, 
containing about 80 acres, With all the buildings, appurtenances, and im­
provements thereof. It is declared that the lease shall be conditional upon 
the use of said reservation by the State of Nebraska as a place of rendezvous 
and school of instruction for the National Guard of said Sta.te; that the State 
of Nebraska. shall, while it is in possession of said reservation, keep the build­
ings and improvements thereon in as good condition and repair as at the date 
it shall enter into possession thereof, and that at any time when in the judg­
ment of the Secretary of War the interests of the United States shall require 
such action, he shall take possession of said military reservation for the use 
of the Government, together with all the buildings, appurtenances, and im­
provements thereon. 

On the 23d day of July, 1888, an act was passed authorizing the Secretary 
of War to purchase suitable grounds of not less than &!0 acres in extent, to be 
situate within 10 miles of the city of Omaha, and to construct the necessary 
buildings thereon for a ten-company military post, to be known as Fort Omaha, 
and a necessary sum not exceeding $2001000 was appropriated to enable the 
Secretary of War to carry out thEJ ~roVISions of said act. 

'.rhe said act also authorized the :Secretary of War, when the purchase of 
the new site should be effected, to sell the military reservation known as 
Fort Omaha, and such of the buildings and improvements thereon as could 
not ba economically removed to the new site, and to cause the said reserva­
?~n, f?r .the purpo~es of sai4 sale, to be platted in blocks, streets, and alleys, 
if m his JUdgment It would mure to the benefit of the Government in mak­
ing a sale of such site. 

The new site provided for by this act has been purchased, a large sqm of 
money has been spent by the Government in preparing it for use, and I un­
der tand it will soon be ready for occupancy. The authority to sell tho old 
site has not been exercised. This may be accounted for by tbe fact that the 
Government has not thus far been able to dispense with it-s use or beca.use 
the depression in land values at Omaha has rendered it unadvisable. 

The authority to sell and to remove any of the buildin~ from the o1a res­
ervation to the new site still remains, however, unimpaired. In this condi­
tion of affairs it is now proposed to lease this land and these buildings to the 
State of Nebraska at a nominal rent, allowing the Government to repossess 
it only " when the interests of the United States shall require such action." 

Of course it would be claimed that this la.nguage, in view of the statuto of 
1888, should not be construed as permitting the Government to retake the 
property for the purpose of selling it, because that is not stipulated in the 
bill. For that reason it would be plausibly urged that the lease was pB,ra­
mount to the ,Power of sale contained in the law of 1888, and that the omission 
of any provision that possession might be resumed for the purpose of sale 
plainly indicated that "the interests of the United States" which allows 
such resumption contemplates some other and different emergency. 

As a practical question we all know that transactions of this character 
relating to Government property amount to a permanent alienation or cer­
tainly pave the way for an absolute grant. 

I do not think there should be anything done with this valuable property 
which will in the least embarrass the Government in its sale, and t-o that 
extent reimbursing itself for the cost of the new military post which was 
plainly contemplated in the law of 1888. 

ExEOUTIVE MANsioN, June 10, 1896. 
GROVER CLEVELAND. 
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Mr. MERCER. Mr. Speaker, I move that the message and the 
bill be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House take a 

recess until half past 9 this evening. 
Mr. BAILEY. Will the gentleman from Maine agree now to 

move that when the House adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet 
to-morrow at 12 o'clock? 

Mr. DINGLEY. I can not say now, until we see whether the 
bills can be engrossed to-night. It is necessary to have this ses­
sion this evening in order that the enrolled bills be signed. 

The motion was agreed to. · 
Accordingly (at 7.30 o'clock p.m.) the House took a recess until 

9.30 o'clock p.m. 
The recess having expired, the House, at 9 o'clock and 30 min­

utes p.m., was called to order by the Speaker. 
Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House take a 

recess till half past 10 o'clock. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly the House was in recess until 10 o'clock and 30 

minutes p.m. 
The recess having expired, the House, at 10 o'clock and 30 min­

utes p.m., was called to order by the Speaker. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. CROWTHER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, re­
ported that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills and 
joint resolution of the following titles; when the Speaker signed 
the same: 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 201) extending the time of payments 
due from settlers and purchasers on all ceded Indian reservations; 

A bill (H. R. 9447) to amend section 1 of the act to amend an 
act entitled "An act authorizing the Postmaster-General to ad­
just certain claims of postmasters for loss by burglary, fire, or 
other unavoidable casualty," approved May 9, 1888; 

A bill (H. R. 3990) granting a pension to Mrs. Eliza G. Payne; 
and 

A bill (H. R. 4580) to amend section 3449 of the Revised Stat­
utes. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. LITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to complete the unfinished 

business. There was a second on a motion to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill for the relief of Albert Augustine. I desire now 
to complete the passage of that bill, if I can. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, it was understood that no busi­
ness would be done to-night except to receive the report of the 
Committee on Enrolled Bills, because the bills must go to the 
President and be signed. Because of that understanding many 
members are not present who would have been here if they had 
expected any other business would be transacted. 

Mr. LITTLE. My friend remembers that a motion was made 
to suspend the rules, with a second. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I am aware of that. 
Mr. TERRY. I suggest to the gentleman from Maine that that 

bill is the unfinished business, and it was actually being passed 
when it was interrupted by a conference report. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. And the gentleman kindly yielded. 
Mr. TERRY. Yes. 
Mr. LITTLE. I think we ought to have a vote on the bill, but 

I yield again. 
MESS.A.GE FROM THE SEN.A.TE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. PL.A.TT, one of its clerks, an­
nounced that the Senate had passed bills and joint resolution of 
the following titles; in which the concurrence of the House was 
requested: 

A bill (S. 2775) to authorize the Herndon and Aldie Railroad to 
construct a bridge over the Potomac River at or near the Great 
Falls; 

A bill (S. 2630) authorizing and directing the Secretary of the 
Navy to donate condemned cannon to the Londonderry Soldiers' 
Monument Association, of Londonderry, N.H.; 

A bill (S. 2483) donating condemned cannon and cannon balls 
to theN ew Hampshire Soldiers' Home; 

A bill (S. 810) to amend the act entitled "An act granting pen­
sions to the soldiers and sailors of the Mexican war, and for other 
purposes," approved January 29, 1887; and ' 

Joint resolution (S. R. 89) authorizing and directing the Secre­
tary of the Navy to appoint a board of three officers of the Navy 
to proceed to Navassa Island and Swamm Island, in the West 
Indies, and examine and report upon the practicability and advisa­
bility of establishing a coaling station for the United States Gov­
ernment on either of said islands. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
Mr. CROWTHER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, re­

ported that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of 
the following titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. 8321) to authorize the county of St. Louis, in the 

State of Minnesota, to build or authorize the building of a foot 
and wagon bridge across the St. Louis River, between Minnesota 
and Wisconsin, at a point near Fond du Lac, in said State of 
Minnesota; and 

A bill (H. R. 7664) making appropriations for sundry civil ex­
penses of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30,1897, 
and for other purposes. 

And then, on motion of Mr. DL.~GLEY (at 10 o'clock and 50 
minutes p. m.), the House adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o'clock 
a.m. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Under claUBe 2of Rule XIII, Mr. LACEY, from theCommittee 
on the Public Lands, to which was referred the veto message of 
the President of the United States on the bill of the House (H. R. 
4804:) entitled "An act to amend subdivision 10 of section 2238 of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States," reported the same 
with the recommendation that said bill do pass, the objection of 
the President to the contrary notwithstanding, accompanied by 
a report (No. 2287); which said veto message, bill, and report were 
referred to the House Calendar. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 
Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. GRAFF, from the Commit­

tee on Claims, to which was referred the bill (S. 3269) entitled 
"An act to pay the Richmond Locomotive and Machine Works 
its claim for damages and losses incurred in the construction of 
the armored battle ship Texas," reported the same (Report No. 
2286); which said bill and report were referred to the Private 
Calendar. 

PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 
Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 

of the following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
follows: 

By Mr. OWENS: A bill (H. R. 9444) to establish a cavalry post 
in Fayette County, Ky.-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. JOY: A bill (H. R. 9445) amending an act to authorize 
construction of certain bridges-to the Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9446) amending "An act authorizing the con­
struction of a bridge over the Mississippi River at St. Louis, 
Mo. "-to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. KIEFER (by request): A bill (H. R. 9448) to reform 
the currency of the United States and insure its integrity-to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PAYNE (by request): A resolution (House Res. No. 
423) to pay James S. Cotton for hauling Congressional seeds from 
railroad station to House post-office and residences of mem hers­
to the Committee on Accounts. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 
Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, the Committee on Invalid Pen­

sions was discharged from the consideration of the bill (H. R. 
9440) for the relief of Cyrus Allen; and the same was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 
Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following 

titles were presented and referred as follows: 
By Mr. APSLEY: A bill (H. R. 9449) for the relief of Egbert 

Stricksma-to the Committee on Claims. 
By Mr. BARTLETT of New York: A bill (H. R. 9450) removing 

the charge of desertion from the naval record of Philip Treacy, or 
Tracy-to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. BERRY: A bill (H. R. 9451) for the relief of R. F. Har­
rison-to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. BRODERICK: A bill (H. R. 9452) granting a pension 
to Mary C. Williams-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CATCHINGS: A bill (H. R. 9453) for the relief of 
Alice Jordan, of Vicksburg, Miss.-to the Committee on War 
Claims. 
. Also, a bill (H. R. 9454) for the relief of N. B. and Mrs. E. A. 

Lanier, of Warren County, Miss.-to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

By Mr. COX: A bill (H. R. 9455) to carry out the findings of 
the Court of Claims in the case of Lucius Hough-to the Commit­
tee on '\Var Claims. 

By Mr. CUMMINGS: A bill (H. R. 9456) for the relief of 
John Fox-to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. HURLEY: A bill (H. R. 9457) for the relief of Mn. 
Annie F. Wilson-to the Committee on Claims. 
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By Mr. MAGIDRE: A bill (H. R. 9458) granting a pension to 

Daniel Connors-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky: A bill (H. R. 9459) for the 

relief of W. G. Anderson-to the Committ€e on War Claims. 
By Mr. SORG: A bill (H. R. 9460) to remove the charge of de­

sertion from the record of Dennis Cain, Company I, Forty-fourth 
Ohio Infantry-to the Committet:l on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. SOUTHWICK: A bill (H. R. 9461) to pension Roxanna 
Early Macfarlane and Robert Macfarlane-to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Ru1e XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. APSLEY: Petition of Egbert Stricksma, to accompany 
House bill for his relief-to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. BARTLETT of New.York: Petition of Mary Treacy, to 
accompany House bill for the removal of the charge of desertion 
from the naval record of her late husband, Philip Treacy, late 
landsman, United States Navy, and granting him an honorable 
discharge-to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. CUMMINGS: Paper to accompany House bill for the 
relief of John Fox-to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. FARIS: Affidavits and papers to accompany House bill 
No. 2368, to correct the military record of JohnH.Stearns-tothe 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. KNOX: Papers to accompany House bill No. 2228, to 
correct the military record of Lawrence Kennedy-to the Com­
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky: Petition of J. J. McKinney 
for increase of pension-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. OVERSTREET: Petition of R. R. Shiel & Co. and 70 
other citizens of Indianapolis, Ind., favoring the passage of House 
bill No. 260, to increase the pay of letter carriers-to the Com­
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SCRANTON: Petition of Electric City Lodge, No. 230, 
International Association of Machinists, of Scranton, Pa., asking 
investigation of grievances of workmen at United States navy­
yards and arsenals-to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. SORG: Paper to accompany House bill to remove the 
charge of desertion from the record of Dennis Cain-to the Com­
mittee on Milita1·y Affairs. 

SENATE. 
THURSDAY, June 11, 1896. 

The Senate met at 11 o'clock a. m. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 
On motion of Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin, and by unanimous 

consent, the reading of the Journal of yesterday's proceedings was 
dispensed with. 

PAY OF LETTER CARRIERS. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to withdraw a motion which I entered last 
night to reconsider the vote by which the bill (S . . 3058) to increase 
the pay of letter carriers was passed. · 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion is withdrawn. 

EMPLOYMENT OF ALIENS IN EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica­
tion from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in response 
to a resolution of the 9th ultimo, a statement as to the aliens em­
ployed in the Department of the Interior; which was ordered to 
lie on the table and to be printed. 

MRS. MARTHA M. GIBSON. 

The bill (H. R. 8159) to pension Mrs. Martha M. Gibson was 
read twice by its title. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask that the bill be put upon its passage. 
Mr. HAWLEY. May I suggest to the Senator from Ohio that 

this is R. House bill, and--
Mr. SHERMAN. It is a House bill, proposing to pension Gen­

eral Gibson's widow. 
Mr .. HAWLEY. I know; it is all right. It is rather presum­

ing in me to venture a suggestion to a Senator so much more 
experienced, but the passage of this bill has been secured through 
the other House, and now does the Senator think ther6 is a good 
chance to get it signed at this late hour? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think so. No one, I think, was better 
known than General Gibson. He was a very distinguished officer 
and a very distinguished lawyer. He left his family dependent. 
I ask for the present consideration of the bill. . 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to place on the 

pension roll the name of Martha M. Gibson, widow of William H. 
Gibson, late colonel of the Forty-ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry and brevet brigadier-general United States Volunteers, 
and to pay her a pension at the rate of $50 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT (after having called through the or­
der of routine business). The morning business is closed. The 
Calendar under Ru1e 8 is in order. -

Mr. COCKRELL. I suggest that the Senate take a recess, sub­
ject to the call of the Vice-President. 

Mr. PLATT. I do not think that on the last day of the session, 
with very few Senators in the Chamber, it is worth while to go to 
the Calendar. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I think it was contemplated that nothing 
should be done this morning, and therefore very few are present. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the Senate be in recess, subject to the 
call of the Vice-President, so that he can come in and sign en-
rolled bills at any time. · 

Mr. ALLISON. I suggest that we postpone taking a recess for 
a few minutes. I think the District of Columbia aporopriation 
bill will be here very soon. -

Mr. COCKRELL. A recess could be taken with the Senate con­
structively in session, so as to enable the presiding officer to come 
in and sign the bill. . 

Mr. PLATT. Here it is. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senate will receive a message 

from the House of Representatives. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the 
House had signed the enrolled bill (H. R. 5210) making appropria­
tions to provide for the expenses of the government of the District 
of Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, and for other 
purposes; and it was thereupon signed by the Vice-President. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. HAWLEY. There is a little executive business to be trans­

acted. It will take only a few minutes, perhaps. I move that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. ALLISON. That is a wise motion. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con­

sideration of executive business. After ten minutes spent in ex­
ecutive session the doors were reopened. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Forest Reservations and the Protec­
tion of Game: 

A bill (H. R. 119) to protect and administer public forest reser· 
vations; and 

A bill (H. R. 4058) to set apart a portion of C€rtain lands in the 
State of Washington, now known as the Pacific Forest Reserve, as 
a public park, to be known as the Washington National Park. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce: 

A bill (H. R. 2663) to amend the laws relating to navigation; 
and 

A bill (H. R. 5482) authorizing the Cleveland Bridge Company 
to construct a bridge across the Arkansas River between Pawnee 
County, Okla., and the Osage Indian Reservation. 

The following bills were severally-read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committ.ee on Claims: 

A bill (H. R. 4538) for the relief of John Keefe; and 
A bill (H. R. 8250) for the relief of William Gemmill. 
The i:ollowing bills were seyerally read twice by their titles, and -

referred to the Committee on Public Lands: 
A bill (H. R. 9123) to prevent forest fires on the public domain; 

and 
A bill (H. R. 9345) to enable certain persons in the State of Mis­

sissippi to procure title to public lands. 
The bill (H. R.1256) for the relief of Henry A. Webb was read 

twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
The bill (H. R. 7500) to grant a pension to Mrs. Keturah Wilson, 

widow of James Wilson, deceased, was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The bill (H. R. 8443) to amend section 4878 of the Revised Statutes 
relating to burials in national cemeteries was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The bill (H. R. 8886) for the relief of Hiram T. Corum and Silas 
W. Davis, of Oregon, was rea.d twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The bill (H. R. 9149) to regulate the establishment of subma­
rine telegraphic cable lines or systems in the United States was 
.read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

' 
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